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Youns Requests Prayer 
For Study ramittee 

PHOZNIX, Ariz. (BP)--Prayer has been resuested for the  special fact-finding mi t t=  
cwzen t ly  studying the re la t ionship  betwen the Southern Raptist Convention and the  Raptis t  Joint 
Curunittee on Public Affairs.  

The seven-member ownmittee w a s  named during the September meeting of the SBC Executive 
Cmit tee  to study a motion made during the  1986 annual m e e t i q  of the ,SBC t ha t  called for  
severing the mnvention's re la t ionship  w i t h  the Baptist Jo in t  C m i t t e e .  

The Baptis t  J o i n t  Ccnnnittee is mmpsed of nine Baptist  groups i n  the United S ta t e s  and 
Canada. Tts major task is to support Baptis t  positions regarding the F i r s t  Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution. 

rhe SBC motion on the  Rapt i s t  J o i n t  C m i t t e e  w a s  referred to the Executive Cami t tee ,  which 
is to deal with the issue and r e p r t  back to the convention during its annual meeting next 
smer .  rhe spc iaJ .  a m n i t t e e  w i l l  report during the next meeting of the mecutive Caran i t t ee  i n  
February. 

The call t o  prayer was issued by Gary Young, pastor of First Southern Baptis t  Church of 
Phoenix, Ariz., and chairman of the fact-finding conunittee. "We w i l l  n l e e t  Nov. 20-21 i n  
Washington with the  Bapt i s t  J o i n t  Cmi t tee  s t a f f , "  he announced. "This w i l l  be t he  f i r s t  
meeting i n  which our full mmnittee w i l l  meet with the Jo in t  Cami t tee  staff .  It  w i l l  be our 
f i r s t  opportunity t o  discuss  with each other the issues involved. 

"It w i l l  be a mnfrontational-type meeting. If the mnfrontation is healthy, it could 3.ead 
t o  solutions. f E it is unhealthy, it muld complicate our task," he noted, explaining he has 
r q u e s t d  a l l  Southern Raptis ts  pray for  the acnnrittee and the meetinq, hecause "I want it to be 
a healthy meeting." 

"This meeting is perhaps more crucial. than our report t o  the mecutive Camittee, because 
t h i s  meeting p o b b l y  will shape t h a t  r q r t  more than any other meeting," Young stressed. 

I n  addition t o  Young, other  manbers of the special corranittee are V i c e  Chainan Jmes Yates, 
pastor of F i r s t  Bapt i s t  Church of Yazoo City, Miss.; Secretary rarolyn Miller,  a hahemaker fran 
Huntsville, Ala. ; Frank Ingraham, an at torney £ran Nashville, Tenn.; Frank Lady, an at torney frm 
Jonesbro ,  Ark.; Paul Pressler ,  a judge frm Houston; and Darrell Robinson, pastor of Dauphin Way 
Baptis t  Church i n  Mobile, Ala .  

E? off icio m&rs of the mi ttee are David M a x ,  a real e s t a t e  developr f ram 
Ful1.er ton, Cal i f .  , and chairman of the Executive C m i  tte, and Jmes Jones, pastor of 
Cmpbellsvi l le  (Ky.) Baptis t  Church, chairman of the mecutive Camnittee's adninis t rat ive and 
convention arrangements suhomi ttee . 

The fact-finding camittee has hired tm spec ia l i s t s  to help with its research, Young said. 

Albert Wardin, h i s to ry  professor at B e h n t  College i n  Nashville, Tenn., is doing an 
integrated study of in£ormation a b u t  the  Jo in t  Cmittee the special m i t t e e  has received. As 
of N w .  6, the  mittee had received wrrespndence  f ~ a n  "about 60 sources, caning f ran all over 
t h e  Southern Baptis t  Convention and rewesent ing a variety of views," Young said. "We have 
received a b u t  the sane nlrmber of pieces of Fess a r t i c l e s ,  donments, papers and other 
S O U C ~ ~ S . "  W-~CYLYYI*. ~ W ~ I C T ~  
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Wardin also is researchimg edi tor ia l s ,and  letters to the edi tor  on the BaRist  J o i n t  
Ccmmit tee  t h a t  have been pblished i n  Baptist state papers, Young said. And he is researching 
resolutions on the J o i n t  Cami t t ee  t h a t  have been passed a t  the ,SBC and s t a t e  convention annual 

. .+- u meetings. 

I n  addition, Eugh Wmble, professor of church his tory a t  Midwestern Baptist  sheological 
Saninary i n  Kansas City,  Mo., is doing an integrated study of the goverrmental issues w i t h  which 
the Washinc$on-based agency has d e a l t  during the past  15 years, as well. as the results of the 
J o i n t  Canmlttee' s effor ts .  

The fact-finding committee has received "one I s g e  notebook fu l l ' '  of materials for  its 
study, Youna said. Ye is classifying and indexinq each piece of material. as it is received 
committee members w i l l  have easy reference and access t o  material. as they do t h e i r  work . v 

Duplication of the materials  is beinq done Er&-charge by a f m i l y  who has joined the 
sunday school a t  Young' s church ht has not yet joined the mngregation. "Our mw machine a t  
church could not handle the  lmd," he said.  "We're talkinq a b u t  rems of papr . "  

The fact-finding cornnittee's meeting with the ~ a p t i s t  Jo in t  Cannittee s t a f f  will be £ran 1 
p.m, Thursday, Nov. 20, to 4 p.m. Friday, Nov. 21, Eastern Standard Time. The meetings w i l l  be 
open to the p b l i c ,  Young said. 

--30- 

A I E  Medical Group 
Says Pastors Can Help By David Wilkinson 

Baptis t  Press 
ll/l1/86 

W A f  (BP)--Pastors, not j u s t  Mysicians,  w i l l  be key players i n  the nation's b a t t l e  
against: A T E ,  claimed menbers of a special  AIIX Task Force a t  Bay]-or Uniwrsi  t y  Mdical Center i n  
n d l a s .  

Ministers, they said, can he lp  i n  two critical areas: educating the pb.l.ic a b u t  AIDS 
(acquired i.mune deficiency syndrome) and aunse l ing  A I E  victi-ms and the i r  families. 

"I think ministers,  above everyone else, need to be educated about A I E ,  'I stress& W i l l i a m  
Sutker , a Raylor 17niversi t y  Medical Center i n t e rn i s t  who specializes i n  infectious diseases. 

Sutker, who has t rea ted  abut 85 AIIXj pat ients ,  sa id  AIMi victims "may o r  may not qet 
accurate medical information and proper medical. care, but regardless, thev a r e  cping to n& the 
emotional and s p i r i t u a l  support t h a t  the pastor and the church can give." 

AIDS r e su l t s  frm a vi rus  t h a t  a t tacks the M y ' s  imune system, leaving the  victim 
defenseless against deadly "opportunistic diseases." The disease already has k i l led  15,000 
Americans , most of than homosexual men. 

Acmrding t o  the  Centers for  Disease Control, more than 1 million Americans have been 
infected with the  AIIX virus.  I 

There is no cure fo r  AIDS, although a new drug may prolong the l i f e  of AIW victims by 
inhibi t ing the  virus.  

While hamcsewal men and intravenous drug atxlsers a re  the two g r m ~  most affected thus 
far, Surgeon General C. mteret t  K m p  has warned the disease is m moving i m e a s i n g l y  i n t o  the 
heterosexual community. I n  respnse to the  AIDS threat, Kmp has call-ed for  increased sex 
education among teenagers and children. 

Swen manbrs of the Baylor' task force were interviewed for Bapt is t  Press a week a f t e r  the  
re lease  of the surgeon general ' s  report  on A T E .  

While ca l l ing  for increased leadership f rm pstors and mn£ronting the A1136 crisis, Sutker 
and other task force m w x s  warned the  task w i l l  be d i f f i cu l t .  I n  addressing the AIlX issue, 
pastors  must deal. with "a double-edged sword, " said Sutker . 

% - m r e  
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"On the  one hand, you must deal with fhe facts. AID3 is a t e r r i b l e  disease, and there is no 
cure,** he explained. "People need to knaw p u  can ge t  the virus  through sexual contact. On the 
other hand, t h i s  is a v i rus  tht is hard to get. People are already pranoid a b u t  this, and 
it 's easy t o  f e d  t h i s  kind of mass hys ter ia  i f  you don' t  know the facts." 

Al-ain Marengo-Roe, di rec tor  of special hematology and the blmd bank a t  Gylor, pointed out  
stors can be helpful i n  providing fac tua l  information a b u t  b 1 . d  donations and transfusions. 

!?person, he noted, cannot g e t  aids by donating blmd. In the case of blmd transfusions, an 
ef fez t ive  test has been developed to screen out  ATE-infected blood s o  transfusions n m  car ry  
little rj.sk--abut one in 100,000, according to the surgeon general's report. 

Mar engo-Roe urged pastors t o  i0 i .n  appeals to hj.qh-risb:$persons-dema1. men and 
intravenous dr us abusers--to exclude themselves f ram blood &nations. "unfortunately," he said, 
"my imwession has k e n  t h a t  the more rel igious a person is, the more l i ke ly  he is not to t e l l  
the t ru th ,  whereas the person who m u l d  care less ahout sexual morality w i l l  be t ruthful"  i n  
answering pr edonation screening questions. 

-30- 

Houston Church Regins To FWUS 
Ministry On AID5 Patients ,  F m i l i e s  By Ken Cmp 

Baptis t  Press 
l l / l l / 8 6  

HOtFTCEl (RP) --A mall group a t  South Main Baptist  Church i n  Houston is reaching ou t  in 
canpassion to  a group of ten  ignored--and even prpse ly  c e i e c t e - b y  sane Christians.  

The minis try group is called F'KlJS-short for Focus On Car inq, Understanilinq and Support-- 
and its pxpse is t o  offer a supportive Christian m u n i t y  to AIIE victims and t h e i r  families. 

"We're not on any kind of crusade. We1 r e  not trying t o  make a social statement," says S i l l  
Tune r ,  pastor of South Main Church. "Sane people saw a need, we issued an invi ta t ion  and a 
group r e s p d e d  . " 

AInS, a q i r e d  imnune aef iciency syndrme, is a viral  disease that at tacks the M y '  s immune 
system, leaving patients vulnerable to i,nSection. More than 25,000 cases of AIaS have been 
r e p r t e d  i n  the United S ta t e s  s ince 1981, and abut  15,000 Americans already have d i d  as a 
r esuS t . 

"Almost every church i n  our c i t y  e i ther  has been o r  soon will be impacted by AIDS, " says 
Turner, noting South Main directed its attention to AIMi Eollawing a citywide cl.erqy consultation 
on A I E  involving about SO ministers  f r an  various denominations. "The r e a l i t y  of t h i s  thing is 
that  i f  AIDS hasnl t impacted your church t h i s  year, it pobab1.y w i l l  next year," he adds. 

Because the  A I E  v i rus  is transmitted through bdy  f lu ids ,  it has been most ananon among 
intravenous drug users and among homosexual. and bisexual males i n  t h i s  muntry. Hwever, i n  
Hai t i  and pa r t s  of Africa,  t he  disease has beoome more cr;rranon rmong heterosexuals, and experts 
fear it could s ~ e a d  i n  a similar manner i n  the United States. Medical evidence iwcates the 
v i rus  cannot be s p e a d  through casual m n t a c t  with patients.  

Turrner emphasizes AID3 is not an e x l u s i v e l y  h m e r m a l  disease, and it should not be seen 
as divine re t r ibu t ion  directed toward t h a t  group. 

"I don't  k l i e v e  it's Gcd's judgment on bmcsexual.s, as m e  have said,n says Turner. "In a 
church our size, there may be sane of our mmbers who f e e l  t ha t  it is. But regardless of that, 
w e  a1.1 rea l ize  the  larger  theological issue: We need to minister to people in need.'' 

The FOCUS ministry was begun las t  May under the direct ion of Robert Carter, a counselor at 
West Oaks Psychiatr ic  Haspital. Carter,  a graduate of the c l in i ca l  pastoral ministry pxgram at 
Southwestern Baptis t  ~ h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary, was working as a mlunteer with the Houston AID5 
Foundation pior t o  beginning FOCXIS. 

Carter says h i s  f i r s t  task i n  p e p a r i n g  South Main for an AIDS-related ministry was 
education. "Wt of the f irst  month was s p n t  i n  educatio-teaching people what A I E  was and 
what it wasn't. I spent a lot of time trying to answer the fears and questions people had," 

--mDre-- 
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FOCUS group members work i n  cooperation with South Main' s food pantry and on-site feeding 
ministry to prepare and del iver  faod to AIDS pat ients ,  as we11 as visiting patients at  hme  o r  i n  
hospi ta l s  to offer help and counsel. 

When the specialized diets  of A I B  pa t i en t s  require E d  that is not stocked i n  the pantry, 
the groceries a r e  plrchased using money f ran a designated fund a t  South Main. Carter says 
members of other ~ a p t i s t  churches i n  Houston have c o n t r i h t e d  t o  the funcl. 

When pat ients '  family members fran out&-tawn m e  t o  v i s i t ,  EOZuS group members arrange 
housing for  the  families,  openinq t h e i r  own h e s  t o  the vis i tors .  

Recentl-y, FWUS helped glo begin a support group for the families of A I E  patients which 
m e e t s  twice a month a t  South Main Church. The s u p r t  group, t h e  f i r s t  of its kind in Bouston, 
is led by two therapis t s  f ran Covenant Bapt i s t  Church, a congregation dually al.igned with the 
Southern m p t i s t  Convention and American Baptist Churches i n  the U.S.A. 

'Getting the  word out  t o  Eani l ies  is d i f f i cu l t f l '  says Carter, noting families of A I E  
pat ien ts  of ten are reluctant  t o  let  anyone know they have re la t ives  wi th  the disease. Families 
who do attend the support group a r e  assured t he i r  ident i ty  and anything they say i n  the group 
w i l l  be t reated mn£identiaJ.ly. 

~ l t h o u g h  the ;yxlrpse of the FOCUS ministry is not expressly evangelistic,  group members have 
had occasion to of fer  s p i r i t u a l  as we11 as physical ministry t o  patients.  

I 
"I don't  have any agenda going i n  t h a t  I'm going t o  talk a b u t  the Bible and Jesus with 

pat ients ,  but w i t b u t  exep t ion ,  t he  topic does m e  up eventually," says Carter. He  adds t h a t  
of those he has dea l t  with who have died, aJ.1 had made the i r  p a c e  with G d .  Carter led memorial 
services a t  South Main for  tvm AIIX victims t o  w b m  the FOCUS group had ministered, one a 
C a t b l i c ,  the  other Methodist. 

I Turner says the one ser ious drawback t o  the FOCllJS ministry is tha t  it has been m i s u n d e r s t d  
by sane who view it as South Main1 s acceptance of hamosexuality. He explained i n  a recent church 
newsletter mlumn t h a t  the FWE ministry is meant t o  be a m p s s i o n a t e ,  Christidn r e s p n s e  t o  
hurting people and should not be seen a s  endorsement of a hamosexual l i f e s ty l e .  

"It's obvious that the biblical sexual e th i c  c a l l s  for heterosexual relationships within the 
mntext  of marriage, viewing hamosexuality a s  an unacceptable l i fes ty le , "  Turner wrote. 'Wot 
l iv ing  up t o  the  biblical ideal ,  hawever, is not res t r ic ted  to one group--thus, h m x e m a l  
individuals are not objects for  our condemnation. They are persons of value, created i n  God's 
image. " 

"The more I work i n  t h i s  a e a ,  the  harder it gets rnt t o  get  angry a t  people who a r e  
judgmental, " says Carter . "Rut I r ea l i ze  t h a t  tbse a t t i tudes  cme out  of ignorance and fear, 
and only through education a b u t  AID5 can we rel ieve those fears." 

Turner says South Main Church has a long h is tory  of ministry to people i n  need through its 
food pantry for  the poor, its internat ional  ministry and its ministry to cancer pat ients  a t  M.D. 
Anderson Medical Center. H e  views the FWE ministry as the logical next step. 

"We're not here to judge l i f e s t y l e s .  We're here t o  minister to p t i e n t s  and their 
families," says Turner . "Our FOCUS ministry simply is a group of ~ l e  who don' t endorse 
hamsexuality a s  an acceptab1.e Chris t ian l i f e s t y l e  txlt who real ize that the larger  mora l  
imperative is t o  minister to ' the least of these1 as Jesus oclmnanded," 
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Poor Hurt The Most 
By E l  Salvador Quake By Erich Bridges 

SAN SALVAIDR, E l  Salvador (BP) - T h e  p r  of San S a l v a a r ,  E l  ~ a l v a d o r  , who could l e a s t  
afford it, were hur t  most by the  earthquake t h a t  struck the c i t y  i n  October. 

Between 150,000 and 300,000 people ranain krcmeless i n  a c i t y  of 1.1 million, according t o  
varyinq goverrment and pr iva te  estimates. Authorities *it there is no r e l i ab l e  way t o  
determine a pecise n&r. 

Southern Sap t i s t  missionary Lee Ann McAninch explains why. "I was takins down names and 
adilrec,$es for  t he  pople who were to receive the fwd we were qiving out," she says, describjng 
missionary r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  i n  the daw after the quake. "And one af te r  another I qot a who1 e list 
of people who sa id  they don1 t have an address anymore." 

lhm of the haneless people McAninch enmuntered were a grandmther and small child. The 
ch i ld  "had sores a13 w e r  h i s  face, and h i s  foot had been h i t  by sanething, and he had a big sore 
on h i s  foot," she r e ~ 3 2 l s .  "He was s i t t i n g  on the ground, picking a t  the sore with h i s  f i l t h y  
hands while h i s  grandnother was waiting i n  l i n e  to ge t  sane food w e  were handing out.  A l l  she 
had put on him was a l i t t 1 . c  piwe of rag she had t i e d  around h i s  foot. They didn' t have any 
water there,  so she couldnl t bathe him or clean him up." 

Beyond the  many iden t i f i ab l e  neighborhoods ruined by the make and its aftershocks, 
countless squatter shacks scattered around the c i t y  d i s a p a r e d .  Their anonymous inhabitants now 
join the other homeless who are l iv ing ,  l i t e r a l l y ,  on the streets. Traf f ic  remains snarled i n  
scme areas while au thor i t ies  s t ruggle  to p e v e n t  people £ran se t t ing  up makeshift she l t e r s  i n  the 
middle of intersections.  

Trmors continue, and many people fear qoing back i h r s .  Rut the U.S. government has 
contrilwted $50 mil l ion for reconstruction e f for t s ,  and nwnerous ~ i v a t e  g r o u p ,  including 
Salvadoran Baptis ts  and Southern Bapt i s t  missionaries, are working to povide t m p r a r y  and 
permanent she l t e r s  for  t he  hcaneless. 

"We think the re ' s  pobably enough t h a t  has been sent  i n to  the muntry t o  take care of most 
of the people nm," McAninch reports. "The poblan is get t ing it t o  the people who r e a l l y  need 
it." 

Confusion reigned dw ing e x  1-y relief efforts as international mlunteers  and emergency aid 
s h i p e n t s  i nunda td  the  c i ty .  Then "the camnittee"--a jo in t  goverment-frivate sector group- 
began overseeing r e l i e f  work and d is t r i tx l t ion  of incaming aid. Coordination impoved, o f f i c i a l s  
say, but sane r e l i e f  agencies expressed concern tha t  a id  shipnents might not reach t h e i r  intended 
destinations.  

A t  the missionaries1 r q u e s t ,  t he  Southern Baptis t  Foreign Mission m a r d  sent a id  money 
d i r e l y  t o  the  f i e l d  rather than shipping i n  r e l i e f  materials from w t s i d e  E l  Salvador. A 
numker of other pr iva te  groups did  the  sane. U.S. o f f i c i a l s  still are remmnendiq that  
appr oach . 

Meanwhile, the s i x  Southern Baptist missionaries and t he i r  fanilies are t ry ing  t o  plt t he i r  
m l i v e s  back i n t o  order. Maninch, who was dawntown when the eartlquake h i t  hard, remembers 
"feeling l i k e  I was all c u t  off and I couldn't  ge t  to my children," Kristie, 13, and J u l i a ,  10." 

Once she knew her fmily was safe, she admits being temptd t o  junp on a plane and ge t  out. 
She a u l d  not sleep for several nights  u n t i l  sheer exhaustion E m  relief m r k  overcame worry 
a b u t  the mntinuing trenors.  

"It segns kind of strange, because we've l ived here for so long and we 've  gotten used to 
knawing there' s a g u e r r i l l a  war going on and you have t o  be careful where p u  go," she r e f  ects .  
"But that i n  m p r i s o n  to  t h i s  is mthing ,  because a guerrilla attack is so isolated. It 
doesn' t h i t  everywhere a t  one time. R u t  t he  earthquake . . . there1 s iust nowhere to  qo to g e t  
away f r an  the tremors unless you leave the c i t y  completely. It was j u s t  a t e r r i b l e  feeling of 
helplessness. " 

--more- 
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Missionary Peggy Alums ,  who recently transferred £ran Panana w i t h  her husband and two 
children, experienced the sane feelings. The Alms fanily slept outside the first night af ter  
the quake, and, l ike  the  other fani l ies ,  slept on the floor i n  the living roan, nearer the e x i t  
dmr  , for several nights un t i l  the i r  apartment was confirmed to be safe. But l i k e  Maninch, 
Alums imnersed herself i n  r e l i e f  e f fo r t s  and even found herself i n  areas she once feared 
entering . 

"We are new here, and there a r e  a lot of areas where I have not felt d o r t a b l e  going 
because of the war situation," she relates. But taking food into sane of those places helped her 
o v e r m e  her misgivings. "Mothers and qrandnothers m e  over, and it is a very c l a e  feeling, 
that  we had shared ( t h i s  experience) with them." 

d 
Even the missionary kids who were old enough gat involved, helping c u t  p las t ic  sheeting for 

temprary shel ters ,  loading trucks and riding al.ong t o  deliver supplies to stricken 
n e i g h b o r m s  . 

The two missionaries also c red i t  veteran ml leagues B i l l  and Libby Stennett, who experienced 
the deadly Guatemala earthquake of 1976, with "calming everybody down." 

The Baptist b k s t o r e ,  which received minor dmage, has rmpeneil, al-though numerous 
buildings nearby collapsed during and a f t e r  the quake. Salvadoran ~apt is ts  a re  aiding hundreds 
of homeless f m i l i e s ,  including many church members. Life goes on. 

There is t a l k  of moving the capi ta l  to another location, away fran the large faul-t it sits 
on. ~ u t  one Salvadoran newspapr reported the region has suffered 20 maior earthquakes since 
1575. Every time, history reveals, the  inhabitants rebuil t  on the sane spot. 

-30- 
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W e s t  Virginians 
Exchange mecs 

Baptist Press 
ll/l1/86 

E ~ ~ R G W I O W ~ ,  W.Va. (BP)--West v i rg in ia  Baptists said goodbye t o  one executive director and 
greeted another a t  the i r  annual meeting M a v .  7-8 a t  Calvary Raptist Church i n  Morgantown. 

Messengers bid farewell to Thcanas E. Halsell, who has k e n  executive secretary of the West 
Virginia Convention of Southern Baptists for seven years. He w i l l  retire Dec. 31. Messengers 
officially greeted T m a s  A. Kinchen, who has been a pof essor a t  N w  Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary, who w i l l  take over the executive p s i t i o n  Jan. 1, 1987. 

The convention adopted a remrd budget of $I., 519,076, of which W e s t  Virginia congreqations 
will a n t r i b u t e  $678,965. The remainder will m e  f r m  contributions by the Southern Baptist 
Hane Mission Board and Southern Baptist Baptist Sunday %hool Board. West Virginia Baptists will. 
c o n t r i h t e  25 percent of the gifts fran s t a t e  convention wngregatians-$169,771-to the 
worldwide missions, evanqelisn and educational causes o£ the Southern Baptist Conveqtion through 
the Cooperative Program. The 25 percent is up 1 percent fran CP con t r ib t ions  a year ago. 

Dur ing the met ing ,  messengers adopted a resolution af f inning the sancti ty of human l i fe  and 
oplpsing abartion for any cause ezept to potect the l i f e  of the mother. 

Messengers also adopted a resolution on gamblirq. The resolution said gambling is "imnoral 
and a sin" and p~ t  the convention on remrd expressing strong opps i t ion  to any form of gambling. 

A third resolution expressed ~ a y e r f u l  s w r t :  for cpverrment 1.eaders i n  the l i g h t  of many 
conflicts going on i n  the world and as they deal with issues affecting the moral mndit ion of 
the country. 

Lawton Searcy, pastor of ~ighl .and ~ a p t i s t  Church i n  Huntington, was elected p e s i d e n t  of the 
convention i n  a close run-off w i t h  Ode1 Clay, pastor of East Willimson Baptist Church of 
Williamson. Clay was then elected f i r s t  vice pesident. 

me 1987 convention w i l l  be i n  F i r s t  Raptist,  Chuirch of Cer-, Nov. 6-7. 
-30- 
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Trustee Chairman Urges 
Respect Amid  Differences 
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By Linda Lawson 

Baptist Press 

PICKENS, S.C. (BP) -An atmoswere i n  which ~ ~ l e  with diverse opinions can respect and love 
one another while working out  t h e i r  differences for the welfare of God and the Southern Baptis t  
Sunday School Board is the goal of the pastor nckt serving as chairman of the 85-mernber t r u s t ee  
board. 

"I would 'Like to see the harmony of a loca l  bptist church doing the work of the Lord w i t h  
its diverse people," sa id  Lloyd Batson, pastor of F i r s t  ~ a p t i s t  Church of Pickens, S.C. "If you 
do tha t ,  you can work ou t  most anythinq." 

*b 
Satson, 62, speaks out of long experience as a pastor helping p p l e  work out differences 

for the  sake of the church and the  kinqdcun of God. 

H e  has spent almost half  h i s  life, a few months more than 30 years, as pastor of the 900- 
manber congregation. H e  and h i s  wife, Joy, moved t o  Pickens i n  1956 shor t ly  a f t e r  he had 
received h i s  doctor of theology degree f r an  Southern Baptist  Theological Saninary. 

After more than 30 years of sermon preparation, writing a weekly co lmn  i n  the church 
bu l l e t i n  and serving i n  many d e m i n a t i o n a l  p s i t i o n s  including president of the South Carolina 
convention, Batson says the g rea t e s t  source of Eulf illment i n  h i s  ministry has been "dai ly 
involvement w i t h  peopl-e. " 

Picking up a firecracker f r an  his desk, he i l l u s t r a t e s  his point. L a s t  J u l y  he wrote a 
column about a used firecracker he had picked up on the church par king lot. "The next day I 
found a sack f u l l  of f i recrackers  on my desk. I have no idea who they came frm. This is part 
of the special  exchange between people," he says. 

While Ratson receives gifts, tangible and intangible, fran h i s  people, he also aives many. 
Wedding ceremonies, for example-he wri tes  an o r i g i d l  c e r m v  a s  a q i f t  for every couple he 
marries. 

Known p p l l a r l y  as the "Bishop of Pickens County," Batson has given himself t o  the  people of 
h i s  church and the m u n i t y  a t  large. 

John R ~ h e r t s ,  ed i tor  of the Raptist Courier, newsjournal of the South Carolina Baptis t  
Convention, says Batson is "friend, counselor, adviser, Christian minister to the e n t i r e  
m u n i  ty. H i s  advice is sought on a wide range of things, £ran serious personal pob lans  t o  
location of the munty ' s  best f i s h i r q  places." 

Satson a l so  has given himself to d e m i n a t i o n a l  service. 

H e  has been camp pastor a t  Meall  Royal Ambassador C a p  for  one week each smer  since it 
opened 27 years ago. H e  is mnplet ing h i s  fourth five-year term as a t ru s t ee  a t  nearby Furman 
University i n  Greenville, S.C. He has been a t rus tee  of the Sunday ,School Board since 1977. 

I 

His years a s  a t ru s t ee  of the b a r d  have made him "a bigger fan than I 've ever been k c a u s e  
I see how multifaceted it is. There is no question i n  my mind that the Sunday School Board is 
the most in f luen t i a l  i n s t i t u t ion  t h a t  e x i s t s  i n  Southern Baptist  life." 

H e  views denominational service as part of h i s  total ministry. 

"I 've learned t o  appreciate the  multiplyinq of the ministry of this church. We have 
involved ourselves i n  support of the denmination and I'm a part of it," saF Batson. The church 
has supported the denanination f inanc ia l ly ,  being s m n d  i n  the state i n  1985 i n  per capi ta  
giving to the Southern Baptist Cmperative Program. 

- 
As a t rus t ee  of the Sunday School Board, Ratson served on the search cxxrmittee which i n  1983 

reccmmended Lloyd Elder as wes ident .  He  c a l l s  the experience "the single most pleasurable 
assignment I' ve ever had i n  d e m i n a t i o n a l  service. There were no vested in te res t s ,  no 
candidates, no hidden agendas," 

-more-- 
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H e  calls Elder "a man of in tegr i ty ,  eminent gDod sense, a man of guts." 

Batson has beoome k n m  m n g  t r u s t ees  for his stories of l i f e  i n  Pickens County, stories he 
claims are a l l  t rue  and m e  out  of "things ju s t  h a p n i n g .  I ' m  glad the Lord plt a sense of 
humor i n  me. I can wake up i n  t he  night m r r i e d ,  think of sanething funny and get mrged." 

A sense of humor, a conviction that differences can he resolved and absolute oonfidence i n  
the p e r  of God give Batson an opt imis t ic  view of the future of Southern Baptists. 

"While hman hands handle t he  church, it is divine. 'She church helongs to God," Batson 
says. "I fee l  the same about Southern Baptists.  Ye's got more a t  stake with us than I 've  got. 

"Southern Baptis ts  not only w i l l  survive, they w i l l  thrive," he predi.cts. " T t  may remire 
readjustments, even con£ession and renewal. " 

Satson' s long tenure a t  Pickens may, i n  par t ,  have been mnditioned by h i s  father ,  who spent 
34 years a s  pastor of Graham Bapt i s t  Church i n  Sumter County, S.C. 

He notes he r q u l a r l y  is asked i f  he is still a t  Pickens, as t b u g h  sane wou1.d have expected 
him t o  move on. 

"I can' t ge t  done here what needs to be done," he ref le ts .  "I ve never seen a preacher any 
happier than me, so T don't  see  any point i n  junpinq around." 

-30- 
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Nme Missionary Cal l s  For 
More Awareness O f  Others By Karen Benson 
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BIRMINQWM, Ala. (BP) --Southern Baptis ts  need to k a m e  more "msmopl-itan" and rea l ize  
other pwple  have d i f fe ren t  presumptions that undergird the i r  thinking, a Southern Raptist home 
missionary insisted. 

Speaking t o  Southern Raptist Wanan1 s Missionary Union makers, George Sheridan calld for 
more understanding of other f a i t h s  on the  par t  of Southern Baptists. Sheridan is in t e r f a i th  
witness regional d i r e o r  for the  Southern Baptist  H a n e  Mission Board, based i n  Union, N.J. 

"Southern Baptis ts  may not real-ize t he  fact of ' for eiqnnessl --that people have d i f fe ren t  
basic  questions and d i f f e ren t  basic  answers," he said. For example, Jews are not ignorant about 
Chris t iani ty ,  he explained. They have chosen not to be Christians, even though they understand 
what Chr is t ian i ty  is all about. 

" F r q e n t l y ,  the  reason is the pitiful witness of Christians," he said, c i t i n g  open anti-  
Semitisn expressd by sane Christians.  If  Christians muld  s b  a greater understandin9 about 
Judaisn and could be t te r  understnad themselves and their a t t i tudes  W a r d  others,  a {deeper sense 
of "otherness" might develop that m u l d  do more to help t h e i r  Christian witness than anything 
e l se ,  Sheridan said.  

Christians should be more knuwledgeable of the i r  world and be v i s ib l e  i n  the world to a££ ect 
change, he added, noting, "So much of what we say and do has nothing to h with what1 s going on 
i n  the  world." 

Such i so la t ion  fran m l d  events is even refl&ed i n  vayers heard i n  the churches, he 
said. Chris t ians s b u l d  ke i n  deep payer for people and needs throughout t he  world, not simply 
i n  t h e i r  awn regions: "We tend to be i so la ted  i n  the world. We just don1 t seem to knaw about 

- what'sgoingonanywhereelse." 

I t  is also important to the  Chris t ian witness that "we not be b r i n g , "  Sheridan said. "We 
need to restore passion i n  our churches." 

- m o r e  
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Southern Baptists should know about and care about the recent m n f l i c t  i n  the  denmination, 
he said: "The schian i n  the  churches is sanething we Ought t o  be mncerned a b u t .  We should 
tend to the m r p r a t e  witness1 and mutually enhance each other ." 

T b s e  i n  the denanination "don' t r e d i z e  t h a t  Ranan Catholics, when they hear the term - 
'Southern mptistl have an image of us, too. They think of leaders of the super churches, of 
Jirmy Carter and Bi l ly  Graham and even sane p p l e  w b  =en1 t Southern Raptis t  l i k e  J h n y  
Swaggart. These people can personify 'Southern Raptist '  i n  the p b l i c  mind." 

Thus, p a r t  of Sheridan' s minis try inm1.ves helping people of other f a i t h s  understand 
Southern Baptis ts  and the denomination's deep ccmnibnent to evangelisn and missions, he said, 
expl aininq, "I t r y  to  ge t  across the e thnic  diversi-tv OF Southern Rapkists, and I work to have 
Northerners take Southerners and Southern Raptists seriously." 

part of such br idge-kuilding involves mnferences between leaders of various f a l th s ,  he 
said.  During the recent ~ap t i s t - J ewish  Sympsiun on the Jews and the  New Testament, Jewish 
leaders r e d i z e d  the "essent ia l i tv  of our cmmibnent to evangelism. " 

I n  September, high-level representatives of Southern Baptis ts  and the  Synacpque Council of 
America met "to discuss an area i n  which w e  have amnonal.ity-the American fanily," he said. A 
broader p u r p s e  was t o  develop contacts  between Baptist and Jewish leaders. 

A meeting with Catbl ic  leaders i n  which Raptists discuss b w  t he  Catholic f a i t h  is 
presented to Southern Raptis ts  is one more avenue for het ter  re lat ionship between f a i t h  groups. 

But there is so much more to he done, and the task w i l l  require a l l  Southern Raptis ts  doing 
t h e i r  parts t o  be more understanding and knawledgeable about other peoples, other f a i t h s ,  
Sheridan said. 

That may not be easy, he said, but "we have a job to do." 
-30- 

Church Dismvers Growth 
By Giving Away Its Menhers BY Joe Westhr y 
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Jl/l1/86 

ATLANTA (RP)--While many Southern Baptis t  &urches are s t r i v ing  t o  swell their ranks with 
new members, Briarlake Baptist Church has d i s m v e r d  it g r m  &st by giving members away. 

The s u b b a n  Atlanta church has learned giving its members to help s t a r t  new churches has a 
renewing effezt and helps the church grm even stronger. Since it was c c m s t i t u t d  27 years  ago, 
the  congregation has helped s t a r t  30 new Baptist churches across the nation; many have s ince 
begun missions of t he i r  m. 

"1 believe the New Testanent pa t te rn  is that churches should begat churches ju s t  l i k e  
Chr isti-ans hegat Christians," Pastor Hoffman Harris explains. 

I 

That kind of a t t i t ude  led t he  3,600-manher wnqregation, which began as a mission i t s e l f ,  t o  
m b i n e  its evangelistic minis try with launching new missions whenever p s s i b l e .  It1 s an 
adventure of constant renewal and reb i r th  t h a t  Briarlake bps  other churches can experience. 

N e l s o n  Til ton,  director  of the Southern Raptist Hcme Mission Board1 s church s t a r t i ng  
deparbnent, says research shcrws new churches grew a t  a fas te r  r a t e  than m a t  established 
churches. New churches are the  denminat ion 's  greatest hope for reaching its global 
evangelization goals by the end of the century, he adds. 

Til ton acknowledges most Southern Fbpt i s t  churches plateau i n  membership a t  10 years of age 
and 80 percent are not grming  a t  all. "A newly established mission rquires  nine people t o  
reach another person for Chris t ,  whi1.e the figure &- to between 24 and 35 members for our 
Southern Baptis t  churches nationwide. The facts a re  simple. New churches are more ef fec t ive  i n  
reaching lost people, he says. 

-me-- 
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The denanination's Bold Mission Thrust wals call for having 50 000 churches $ t h ~  hayear 
2000. That means the aonvention' s 37,000 congregations must start 15,000 new churc es In  the 
ranaining 13 years of this century. 

"We have our work cut out for us, and w e  need more key mission churches l i k e  ~ r i a r l a k e  to 
serve as models for  other mngr egations , " Ti1  ton says. 

Harris,  who has been Rriar lake' s only pastor,  admits he is not threatened when a new church 
is formed i n  h i s  -unity. .To the  contrary, he of ten  has given the  pastor a list of ~ospective 
manbers fran Briar lake' s f i l e s .  He' s even encouraged h i s  members t o  consider the new mission as 
an a p p r t u n i t y  for t he i r  ta lents .  

"~'m mnvinced it never hurt  any congregation t o  giv? ~ p l e  or money to  start a new 
church," Har r i s  says. "There's no r m n  for  jeal.ousy i n  the kingdom. The stronger these new 
works can k m e ,  the  stronger w e  can be. " 

Giving h i s  own menbers t o  he lp  launch missions is a key ingredient i n  Harris' methwl of 
speading  the gospel. One of Briar l ake ' s  boldest ventures t m k  156 members t o  help constitute a 
church i n  the rapidly grawing Stone Mountain area of Atlanta i n  1969. That mngregation, 
Smokerise Raptist  Church, is n m  one of the fastest-grawiy churches i n  the Sauthern Baptis t  
Convention. 

Although Briarlake was only 10 years old a t  the time, its makers had the vision for the 
need of a church i n  the  Stone Mountain m m u n i t y  and pledged the i r  support to the  ministry. 
Briarlake negotiated for 15 acres  of land for the mission only six  miles £ram its W r s t e p ,  paid 
the infant  group' s expnses  for the  f i r s t  year and loaned its assis tant  pastor until it could get  
off its feet. Smkerise  s ince has grown i n t o  a 2,500-member congregation with a $1.2 million 
budget i n  one of Atlanta' s f as tes t-growing inf luent ia l  neighborhoods. 

Tw years ago Briar lake again h e l p ?  a mission plrchase 17 acres of land, contributed 
$23,000 tward the pastor' s salary and gave 10 of its best f milies to help begin Atkinson Road 
Baptis t  Church i n  f ast-grming Gwinnett County. That new congregation has since begun two Bible 
study groups tha t  have matured i n t o  missions of the i r  awn, Harris says. 

The church always is lmking  for  new ways of kcoming involved i n  church starting. Due t o  
j o b r e l a t e d  transf ers of many of its young members t o  areas of the nation where Southern Sapti st 
work is still  i n  its infancy, Briarlake has helped those menbers establish new missions i n  t he i r  
m u n i  ti es . 

Mission volunteers such as census takers,  c a r p n t e r s ,  youth choirs and Vacation Bible Schml 
and Backyard Bible Club leaders have been drafted to bring the cpspel to such pioneer areas  of 
the country. 

"The pastor is the key to having a missions-minded church," Harris notes. "I teach and 
preach missions, encouraging our people to be personally involved. Once people get a taste of 
missions, they want t o  do more.'' 
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