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Ethiopians 'Zlook Healthier' ; 
Baptists Continue Food L i f t  By A r t  Toalston 

GONDO MESKEL, Ethiopia (BP) -A grandnother watches over her grandson, Allabacho, near a 
Southern Baptist feeding s t a t ion ' s  c l i n i c  i n  Ethiopia. The baby's mother is dead and he was "a 
corpse, he was a skeleton" when they arrived a t  the station. 

The grandmother nods that Allabacho, af te r  three months of care, is better.  But famine 
still l m s .  Her son-in-law planted sorghwn seed l a s t  f a l l ,  but "it turned in to  ash." 

A t  f ive  plateau vi l lages above vast  canyons north of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, Southern 
Baptists are a i r l i f t i n g  monthly rations of grain, m i l k  powder and axk ing  o i l  t o  100,000 famine 
victims. The n&r is expected t o  reach 155,000 by June. Medical care a lso  is given t o  several 
hundred people each day. 

Without such aid, "many of them, perhaps thousands, would have diedt1' says Lynn Groce, 
administrator and agr icul tura l i s t  of the Southern Baptist mission i n  Ethiopip. "Before we c p t  
here, " adds Jerry  Bedsole, missionary veterinarian, "many thousands did die. 

"Hungry people cannot hear the gospel u n t i l  they've had sane food, '' Bedsole says. "And dead 
people cannot be saved. " 

R. Keith Parks, president of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, v is i ted  the feeding 
owration i n  mid-~pri l  and notes "tremendous progress i n  the past yeat ." The f i r s t  Southern 
Baptist feeding station, a t  R a b e l ,  opened i n  March 1985. Four other stations'opened l a s t  
September. 

NO longer are f l i e s  swarming around listless people with bodies withered t o  the i r  bones. 

"The children look so much healthier and happier," says Mary Saunders, a five-month 
volunteer nurse a t  Rabel l a s t  year who returned i n  mid-Apr il. The Richmond, Va., resident is the 
wife of Davis Saunders, Foreign Mission Board d i r e t o r  for Eastern and Southern Africa. 

Southern Baptist re l ief  e f fo r t s  i n  Gundo Meskel  a re  led by three missionary couples: 23 
volunteers £ran Baptist churches i n  the United States, many of w h m  staff the c l in ics ;  and about 
50 Ethiopian Christians ooordinating f c d  distribution. A t  l eas t  a dozen more volunteers, 
part icularly nurses, are needed t h i s  year. 

The volunteers are  "a rea l  example of willingness t o  follow the w i l l  of God whatever the 
cost," says Parks, who visi ted Ethiopia while viewing Southern Baptist work i n  four countries i n  
the area. And the Ethiopians, because they knw the language (Amharic) and thei r  crwn culture, 
a re  able t o  minister i n  ways the volunteers can't, Groce adds. 

Southern Baptists "are getting resul ts  f r m  the dollars  they have investedf1l notes Ed Mason, 
a mlunteer a i n i s t r a t o r  £ran Tallahassee, Fla., and a former wesident of the Florida Baptist 
Convention. Nearly $4 million £ran vmrld hunger offerings has been allocated i n  the largest  
human needs ministry sponsored to date by Southern Baptists. 

"We1 r e  winning victories every day, but the war still hasn' t been won, " says Mason, a former 
public service m i s s i o n e r .  Starving cliildren' and sickly adults arrive a t  the c l in ics  wery 
day. A mother and 4-year-old son, two of a b u t  80 people housed i n  Gundo Meskel ' s  shel ter ,  were 
:old by neighbors, a& "You who are very sick,  i f  you 6 there, they w i l l  be able t o  help you.'i 
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''You can' t help but rqret  there were so many other pople neither we nor anybody e l s e  could 
help," Parks says. The famine has claimed more than 1 million lives. 

Rains l a s t  summer and t h i s  spring were &.best i n  f ive years, yet the threa t  of starvation 
remains. The l a t e  f a l l  harvest mounted to only two to four months of grain, even less for sane 
farmers. One wcman at  Gundo Meskel, describing her f m i l y '  s luck with sorghum seed, says, "We 
smed two b l f u l s  and got back four bowlfuls." The swing  harvest t radit ionally is small and 
pr imar i l y  i n  the highlands. 

Cr i t ica l  ta o v e r m i n g  the drought w i l l  be good "big rainsn £ran June through September and 
an abundant harvest i n  November and December. Otherwise, feeding may be necessary in to  1987. 
Rural subsistence farmers, who " l ive  f ran crop t o  crop," i n  Bedsolet s words, w i l l  f ee l  the 
drought's aftermath for years. Countless oxen used i n  plowing died or  were sold t o  pay for food. 

One mother of f ive whose. husband died last September says, "I have beccme a w a r .  I have 
nothing to plow w i t b .  I don't even have any chickens. A l l  I have is tvm feet." 

Mason m r r i e s  m p l e  i n  the United Sta tes  rn longer care about Ethiopia's plight. When he 
returned to Florida i n  February for several weeks, "I saw nothing on TV abut Ethiopia. I read 
nothing i n  the newspaper. Nothing." 

Bedsole wasn' t s u r ~ i s e d .  Nevertheless, "the Lord requires of us more than emotional 
response. H e  requires a corrrmitment of wi l l  to see the thing through. If  we qui t  now, we'd lose 
everything we worked for i n  the past year," because the ntlmber of people without food again would 
spiral .  

The Southern Elziptist feeding operation is one of the most remote i n  Ethiopia, says United 
Nations rehabilitation coordinator Dag Hareide fran Norway. 

To cross the canyons, a "Twin Otter" cargo plane and a Bell 212 helicopter move 1,000 metric 
tans of food each month donated by the  U.S. government and the Canadian F m d  Bank. Southern 
Baptists rent the twin-engine airplane fran World Vision, and the helicopter is s u p l i e d  by 100 
Huntley Street ,  a Canadian religious TV progrm. 

Four-wheel-drive 7.5- and 12-ton trucks move the faod £ran Addis Ababa 100 t o  200 miles t o  
the north t o  tm warehouses, where t h e  a i r l i f t  begins. ThE! 14  trucks were purchased with 
Southern Baptist hunger funds. Transportation alone w i l l  require $1 million t h i s  year. 

The missionaries are  sensi t ive t o  critics who believe they should not be working i n  a 
Marxist muntry. The Soviet hammer and s i c k l e  and posters of Marx, Lenin and Engels are carranon 
sights  i n  Addis Ababa and numerous villages. But the missionaries point out the Foreign Mission 
Board has a policy of noninvolvement both i n  global plitics and i n  the goverments of host 
countries. And, they remind, help has been given to starving subsistence farmers and their  
f arnilies as well a s  the elderly. 

"It' s our duty t o  show lwe toward everyone," Er- notes. "Did God say, '1 sent my son t o  
lwe only ~mer icans? God' s love is for the world . " 

-30- 
( W s t o n  and photographer Warren Johnson recently returned fran a news t r i p  t o  Ethiopia.) 
(BP) Photos mailed to state Baptist newspapers by Richmond k e a u  of Baptist Press. 

Ethiopia Volunteer Sees 
Night-and-Day Results By A r t  Toalston 

Baptist Press 
5/13/86 

RABEL, ~ t h i o p i a  (BP) -Mary Saunders went t o  sleep t o  the cries of hungry babies for f ive  
months l a s t  year. 

Now, the volunteer nurse says, "I t' s very quiet at night" i n  R a b e l ,  ~ t h i o p i a .  

Southern Baptists and Ethiopian Christianst have fed the hungry and treated thei r  il lnesses. 
Rains have came i n  answer t o  prayer. Rural subsistence farmers have h o p .  The fanine may be 
ending. Their small f i e lds  may yield a harvest of wheat and other grains. 

- m o r e  
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Saunders, of Rickrmond, Va., returned to Rabel i n  mid-April, eight months after her five- 
' &nth m i t m e n t  last year. 

Each morning l a s t  year Saunders walked beyond the gates of the feeding center among hundreds 
of bone-thin, blank-faced Ethiopians. Daily she found a t  l eas t  one adult or child who had died a 
few hours or minutes before. 

N m  the uawds have gone hane, returning only once each month for food t o  keep them alive 
unt i l  their c rop  ripen l a te r  this year. 

"When I l e f t ,  the shelters  were fu l l , "  she says. As many as 300 malnourished children and 
their  parents were receiving high-protein food and medical care. 

"Now there are s i x  (children) i n  the shelters. That's the difference." 

During her c l i n i c  hours shev s seen a number of children she cared for during her l a s t  
volunteer s t in t .  But ncrw they look healthier and have only minor ailments and no eye and ear 
infections. 

"Life seems t o  be sweeter. I'm so grateful  I got to  came back and see this ,"  says Saunders, 
wife of Davis Saunders, Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board director for Eastern and Southern 
Africa. After several weeks a t  Rabel, she w i l l  work i n  the other four Southern Baptist feeding 
centers, giving other volunteer nurses a time for rest .  

Saunders is grateful for another chance t o  care. I n  the shelter she sees tvm heal-thy 
children and speaks i n  a tongue foreign to them, English, " A l l  of us need l w i n ' ,  don't we?" 
But, i n  a gesture they understand, she wraps her arms around them. 

"You real ly could not talk a b u t  God's love t o  a mother whose baby is dying," she says. 
"You have t o  minister i n  l&e t o  the baby. And tha t  gives you a wide open heart" frcm the 
mother. 

The rural Ethiopians, i n  the midst of crisis, "received i n  a very beautiful sp i r i t . "  They 
had no " p r  us" kind of at t i tude,  she says. 

They waited patiently i n  long l ines  for f d  or medical care, she remembers. "Even the 
mothers with the sickest babies did not plsh ahead," she says. Sanetimes they were tcm patient. 
Their children died. 

Saunders does not count herself a hero for returning to Rabel and her dirt-floor quarters, 
where water is carried i n  by jugs and candles must substi tute for l igh t  h l l n s .  "We m e  holy only 
as Christ is i n  us wxking," she mments.  "You want the Father t o  have a l l  the praise. 

"When you follow the leading of God's Spi r i t ,  there 's  always an extra for you. And the 
extra he gave me was an incredible love for the people here. I f e l t  so alive. There was an 
inner ccmmunion with God that was so real.  I n  possessing nothing, I pssessed everything." 

S t i l l ,  she hasnv t forgotten the suffering. "I find myself paying day by day that God w i l l  
increase my f a i t h  i n  l i g h t  of so much physical need. 

"I donv t knm where we got the idea that we have t o  understand the mysteries of Gcd," she 
adds. Rather than wondering, she mefe r s  to be sharing "the hope I have i n  my heart. " 

-30- 
(BP) photo mailed t o  state Baptist newspapers by ~ichmond bureau of Baptist Press. 

, Baptist Leaders T e l l  Students 
Abut  Denminational Heritage 

Baptist Press 
5/l3/86 

~ S V I L L E ,  Ky. (RP) --Current trends within the Southern Baptist Convention are  "strange, 
considering the prpose for which the.. .c~nvention was founded," Grady Cothen said during 
Denaninational Heritage Week a t  Southern Baptist Theological Seminary i n  Louisville, Ky. 

--mr e-- 
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Cothen, r e t i r ed  president of the Southern Baptist Sunday School Roard, identif ied the SBC 
purpose as the propagation of the Christian gospel. 

I n  terminology which para l le ls  the SSC Constitution, Cothen characterized current trends 
among the most mnservative memkrs of the mnvention as those "to elicit, d i n e  and di rec t  
the energies of the whole denomination to s u i t  the desires of a relat ively small group of 
leaders who are trying to 'save the  denmination frcm liberalism.'" 

H e  decried e f fo r t s  to l eg i s l a t e  aonformity, e rec t  doctrinal requirements for denaminationdl 
participation and pol i t ic ize  the mnvention. Insist ing the foundation of the SBC is "mt 
conformity, but cooperation," he asserted the  oonvention' s p r p s e  is "mrporate r e s p n s i b i l i  t y  
for missions." H e  warned the "modern cry for conformity violates the basis for Southern Baptist 
cooperation." 

Maintaining "ours has been a b ib l ica l  fa i th ,"  Cothen stressed Southern Baptist churches and 
ins t i tu t ions  consistently have "confirmed the inspiration and authority of Holy Sclr ipture. I' H e  
suggested Baptists' "theological unity, not uniformity" has centered on the authority of 
Scripture. 

He also pointed to a continuing "Baptist aversion for a l l  creeds e x e p t  the Bible" and 
denounced the current "overt agi tat ion for  the adoption of a statement amounting to a creed." 

Cothen further expressed concern over "the modeling of the assumption of ~ l e s i a s t i c a l ~  
authority by strong pastors. " Referring to quotations by three former SBC pes iden t s  regarding 
pastor a1 authority, he said, "If you' re seeking heresy.. .there you have its essence. " 

He concluded by urging Baptists to receive and mnfess their heritage of tqe therness ,  
diversi ty and synthesis. "Above all," he said of the mnvention' s heritage, "we must k n m  it, 
or there w i l l  be no hope for the denomination's future." 

Cothen was one of four speakers during Southern Seminary's emphasis on denominational 
her itage. H e  was joined by Carolyn Weather ford, executive director of man' s Missionary Union, 
SBC, of Birmingham, Ala.; Norman Cavender, layman fran Claxton, Ga.: and Wil l im Lmpkin, re t i red  
pastor of Freemason Stree t  Baptist Church i n  Norfolk, Va. 

Weatherford traced the history of m e n '  s heritage i n  the SBC, noting fr& the ea r l i e s t  
days m e n  "responded to the missions advance of Southern Baptists." Although they were 
"invisible" in the SBC during the  19th century, wanen made a variety of contributions--a 
systematic plan of giving, aggressive teaching of ti thing, missions curriculum, support for 
missionar ies' children and theol-ogical education for wanen. 

Y e t  debate about the ro le  of m e n  i n  missions still rages, she said,  asking: "Why should 
it be questioned today? Should the  Southern Baptist Convention Hme Mission Board be 
reprimanded for allawing m e n  to plant churches or the Foreign Mission Board for daring t o  
appoint m e n  who axe ordained?" 

Southern Baptists stand a t  a crossroads, she insisted, ca l l ing  for  Christian m e n  t o  "come 
down off of the H e s t a l  and in to  the  real world" where they can becane servants. 

Cavender maintained "the s p i r i t  of the pharisee is al ive and w e l l  and dwelling among us. 
We're still stoning Stephen." 

Maintaining the Christian martyr Stephen was "standing on the p i n c i p l e  of priesthood of 
believers" and "that  p i n c i p l e  destroys the authority of the mar  isees," Cavender contended 
Jewish religious leaders stoned Stephen because he had "dared t o  see God and the r isen C h r i s t  
for himself1' and because the pharisees "wuld not even tolerate Stephen's perspective of God t o  
be heard." 

Cavender drew a ocmparison to the current SBC pcrwer struggle when he noted, "When you and I 
c l a e  our ears to other voices and attePrrpt to banish others, we  ourselves m e  stoning Stephen 
again. I' 

-more-- 
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hreryone is wrong a t  sane point, he noted, because Gcd "is always more than any one of us 
can see." Challenging a l l  a a p t i s t s  to share their  vision, he warned, "If we have no rocm for 
a l l  of our views, w e  have no roan for God." 

Lumpkin examined Baptist confessions' of fa i th  and said they provide a sense of history, 
serve t o  identify Itreal Baptists" and inspire confidence i n  Southern Baptist unity i n  the  midst 
of diversity. 

Many contemporaries wbo claim the name of 'Baptistt "dishonor it by t h e i r  attempts to 
impose watchwords, symbols and creedal formulations as a means of determining what makes a true 
~ a p t i s t , "  he said. Noting diversi ty is not new within the SBC, he added, "What is new is a 
militant party s p i r i t  i n  our midst." 

-30- 

VMJ Headquarters Prepares 
For W-Going Visitors 

Baptist Press 
5/13/86 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)--Special arrangements are being made to accomnodate an increased 
nLrmber of v i s i to r s  i n  June t o  the national headquarters of Wanan's Missionary Union Missionary 
Union in  Birmingham, Ala. The new f a c i l i t y  w i l l  be open for tours for Southern Baptists who wish 
t o  make a detour on thei r  way t o  or £ran the Southern Baptist Convention June 10-12 i n  Atlanta. 

Although the building is always apen t o  the plbl ic  for tours, W of f i c ia l s  expect an 
unusually large numker of v i s i to r s  i n  June and are making special arrangements to handle the 
crmds. 

I n  addition t o  WMU st&£ members, volunteer tour guides w i l l  be available t o  shar  the 
f a c i l i t y  to guests. 

The W headquarters f a c i l i t y  opned i n  May 1984. Si t t ing  atop New Nope Mountain on the 
southeastern outskir ts  of Birmingham, the building features special r m s ,  lobbies or furnishings 
provided by various s t a t e  W organizations. 

For example, the main lobby was povided by the  Georgia W. A marble fountain, which is 
the focal p i n t  of the main lobby, was provided by the Alabama W, and a parlor on t h e  f i r s t  
floor was provided by the Texas WET. A porch featuring Southern-style furnishings was given by 
the Mississippi W, and t h e  off ice  of WU Executive Director Carolyn Weatherford was furnished 
by the Florida W. 

I n  the past year alone, a b u t  8,000 persons visi ted the WtI headquarters. 

Toms are offered f ran 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. Although tour 
reservations are not required, Ya?.ILT of f i c ia l s  reguest individuals or groups who wish to see the 
building--particularly large groups--to c a l l  ahead t o  advise of their  expected ar r ival  time. 
Arrangements can be made by ca l l ing  Diane Bice a t  (205) 991-8100. 

The f a c i l i t y  is lccated southeast of Birmingham just  off Highway 280 East. For people 
traveling southeast on Highway 280 East, turn left onto Brmk Highland Drive and then make 
another l e f t  onto Missionary Ridge Drive. For people traveling northeast on Highway 280 East, 
turn right onto Brook Highland Drive and then l e f t  onto Missionary Ridge. The building is 
located a t  the top of the mountain on Missionary Ridge. 

-30- 

Port ra i t  O f  Louie Newton 
Hung I n  Georgia Capitol 

Baptist Press 
5/l3/86 

ATANTA (BP) -A p r t r a i t  of Louie D. Newton, oldest  living wesident of the Georgia and 
Southern Baptist mnventions, w a s  hung i n  the Georgia s t a t e  capitol  May 5. Newton was 94 years 
old on Apr il 27. 

--more 



Page 6 Baptist Press 

The Georgia General Assembly voted unanirrwxlsly in March, to hang a portrait of Newton in the 
state capitol. He is only the third minister so honored. Others were civil rights hero Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Methodist bishop Arthyr J. w r e .  

N-n was editor of the Christian Index, newsjournal of the Baptist Convention of the state 
of Georgia, 1920-30, and pastor of Druid Hills Baptist Church in Atlanta fra 1930 to 69. He was 
chairman of the Southern Baptist Convention f inane carmittee for 25 years. He was vice 
president of the Baptist World Alliance and a -founder of' Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State. 

The resolution passed by the Georgia General Assembly said of Newton: "He has given 
unparalleld leadership to Baptists around the globe for over six decades. He has been the 
guiding light behind developnent of the finest religion agencies and institutions in the 
nation. He has munseled with presidents and shepherded the lawly, fearlessly crusading for 
political integrity and civil morality," 

Griffin B. Bell, lifelong friend of Newton and former U.S. attorney general, was keynote 
speaker at the ceremony in which the Newton portrait was unveiled. 

"He has preached the gospel the world over, both in the east and in the Soviet Union and 
throughout the western world,' Bell said. "He is Mr. Baptist in Georgia and indeed throughout 
the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Gov. Joe Frank ~arris joined in paying trilwte to Newton. Congratulatary letters were read 
f ran Presidents Ronald Reagan and Jirrsny Carter , as well as Baptist leaders Duke K. H a l l  and 
Charles F. Stanley. 

-30- 
(BP) photo tp be mailed by the Christian Index, newsjournal of the Baptist Convention of the 
State of Georgia. 

Inadequate Financial Suprt Baptist Press 
Can Make Mission Difficult By Charles Willis 5/13/86 

ODRVALLIS, Ore. (BP) -qhe mnplling call to music missions can involve a, lot of struggle, 
Michael Vaughn can attest. I 

The Oklahoma native, who has had a lifelong lwe of music, experienced that call abut two 
years ago. 

A graduate in funeral service education frm Central State University in Edmond, Okla., 
Vaughn had been exposed to music programs in sane of the state's larger churches through his 
father's work as a lay music leader. High school band, piano lessons and a half-dozen years of 
singing in a barbershop quartet had inspired Vaughn to study music on his own. 

He and his wife, Cheryl, later learned about Mission Service Corps-Southern Baptists' 
volunteer mission program-and of the need for music assistance in a new church in Corvallis, 
Ore. 

"We decided to p s u e  the option of Mission Service Corps, convinced that this is where the 
Lord wanted us to ccme," he recalls. "I felt we had the energy, skill and potential to work 
with a young church. I found the difficulty to be the mast intriguing factor." 

Kncwing he had to develop his own financial sumrt, Vaughn contacted 60 churches. "1 
was distraught that they wouldn't even let us share our testimony, he says. "The response £ran 
many was you can1 t take our money away. ' " 

The Vaughns spnt a weekend visiting in Corvallis, and the experience had a profound effect 
on them, he notes. 

"I'm not a very emotional person, but I became emotional," he says, "I saw people looking 
at me with a countenance I'd nwer seen before. They were taking in every m d .  I saw people 
through Jesus' eyes. " 

-mr e-- 
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Consequently, the  Vaughns moved to Corval l is  without all of the needed f inanc ia l  support. 
Vaughn recal1.s mw that "people didn' t understand the Mission Service Corps. I wasn't bold 
enough. It's hard fo r  me toask fo r  money." 

Today Cheryl teaches preschmlers  to suplement t h e i r  small i n m e ,  and with an infant son, 
the f inancial  road has been rough. "We had to rmrganize our finances and ask sane of our 
credi tors  to wait  for payment, " he explains. 

South Corval l is  Bapt i s t  Church, where the Vaughns spend much of the i r  time, averages 28 
people i n  Sunday school. Currently, t he re  is no pastor, and the  congregation m e e t s  i n  a rented 
duplex. The tam of 40,000 people has the s-nd-highest ~aroperty values i n  Oregon. 

Rut Vaughn has plshed ahead, working to provide music education and m e e t  other needs. 

As the only church s t a f f  member, he is trying to hold the  church together u n t i l  a new pastor 
is found. He  teaches Sunday school, is church t raining director  and serves on numerous 
committees. I f  that were not enough, he is the  associational music minister. 

Cheryl plays the  piano, teaches Sunday schml and leads Wanan' s Missionary Union. 

"If we l e f t , "  he r e f l ec t s ,  "I don' t: knw i f  peop1.e would f i l l  those positions." 

Vaughn muld  l i k e  to leave a music l i k m y  behind when the time comes to move on. "One way 
stronger churches can help is to send us music they a r e  no longer using," he says. "We ge t  the 
previous quarter '  s l i t e r a t u r e  f r e e  £ran the  (Southern Baptist)  Sunday School Board, and we use 
'Gospel Choir1 and 'Glory Songs' (publications of the b a r d ' s  church music d e p b n e n t )  a l o t .  " 

Vaughn also is mrking  toward the  master of d iv in i ty  degree a t  Olden  Gate Bapt i s t  
Theological Seminary ' s satellite cwtpls i n  Portland. 

"Music t h a t  sounds god doesn' t necessarily have correct  theology, " he says. "1 feel I 
should he a minister i n  a s  many ways as f can. We need more musicians with theological t ra ining 
serving churches." 

The Vaughns' Mission Service Corps appointment w i l l  end t h i s  s m r ,  and they a r e  n ~ t  sure 
whether they should contract  fo r  two more years with the church. 

"I don' t know where the Lord wants us  to go," he says thoughtfully. "I really want to do 
what the Lord wants m e  t o  do. I want to go where he wants m e  to go." 

-30- 
(BP) photo mailed t o  s t a t e  Bapt i s t  newspapers by BSSlJ bureau of Bapt is t  Press 

Missionary' s Music S p a k s  
Af ricans' 'Heart Language' By Mary E. Speidel 

Rapt i s t  Press  
5/13/86 

-1, Ghana (BP)-During her f i r s t  year on the misson f i e ld ,  Carolyn Houts spent Saturday 
mornings beating drums. 

Every week Houts joined local younq people for West African music lessons. K i m  No,  a 
professor a t  the University of Science and Technology i n  K u m a s i  , Ghana, taught cl-asses i n  h i s  
f ront  yard. 

Houts was learning a language missionaries don't study i n  language school. She was learning 
the  heart  language of West Africa--music. 

John M i l l s ,  Southern Bapt i s t  Foreign Mission Board area director  of West Africa, explains 
the  significance of music f n that p a r t  of the world: "Everything they do is expr essd i n  song 
and dance. None of the i r  deepest fee l ings  a r e  expressed apart £ran music. The way t o  
ccmunicate the gospel to West Africans isn '  t through the  repeating of f a c t s  a b u t  Chris t iani ty .  
It' s through the contagious joy of music that is s o  much a part of the cul ture  there.  " 

--more-- 
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Mills knows what it takes t o  wins  West Africans t o  Christ. He spent 29 years as a 
missionary there before going t o  the  board's offices i n  Richmnd, Va. ~ u r i n q  those years, he 
prayed for a music missionary t o  serve i n  W e s t  Africa. Houts was God's answer. 

While on furlough i n  the ear ly  1970s, M i l l s  m e t  Houts a t  Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary i n  Kansas City, Mo. M i l l s  was vis i t ing  professor of missions a t  Midwestern; Houts was a 
religious education student. 

M i l l s  learned Houts had taught music seven years i n  p lb l ic  schools before seminary. She had 
master s and bachelor s degrees i n  music education, and she was i n t r  i g u d  by music £ran other 
cuL tur es . 

M i l l s  t d d  Houts about h i s  dceam of a music missionary i n  West Africa, and she began sensing 
Gcd wanted her i n  on that  dream. During a seminary chapel services led by M i l l s ,  she comnittd 
her l i fe  to foreign missions. . For the past decade, she has been a music missionary i n  Ghana. 

During Houts' early years i n  Ghana, a fellow Southern Baptist missionary noticed her work. 
Anne N e i l ,  missionary emeritus to Ghana and Nigeria, r emanbers the energy Houts spent learning 
the heart language: "The thing that was so mazing a b u t  Carolyn was her patience and 
persistence. She studied the language thoroughly by going in to  the homes of the people. She 
even learned t o  play sane of thei r  instruments." 

Houts has learned t o  play a leather squeeze drum, shapd l i k e  an hour-glass. She has 
mastered a bamboo f l u t e  and a callabash r a t t l e ,  made £ran a plant similar to squash. 

While she is learning indigenous music, Houts teaches the Ghanians music s k i l l s  she trought 
to the mission f ield.  she has taped choruses i n  mi, a Ghanian dialect.  She writes down musical 
notations for the  songs and uses the scores i n  her teaching. 

i 

While furloughing l a s t  year, Houts took music theory and c a p s i t i o n  classes a t  Midwestern 
Seminary and W i l l i a m  Jewel1 College i n  nearby Liberty, Mo. She hops t o  teach music theory t o  
the Ghanians so they can learn to write the i r  own Christian music. 

"There are s o  many young people here with songs i n  their  heads," she says. " I ' m  hoping t o  
help them get  the music d m  on paper.'' 

I n  addition to working w i t h  West African music, Houts teaches sme Western music t o  
Ghanians. She has taught piano, organ, guitar  and trlgnpet. "It's d i f f i cu l t  to knm how much 
Western music to expose them to," she admits. 

But the most d i f f i c u l t  part  of her ministry is determining p i o r i t i e s ,  Houts notes. Sane 
years she has handled the workload of furloughing missionaries i n  addition t o  her awn ministry. 
Although she's a trained musician, she has been business manager and has done pb l i ca t ions  mrk  
on the mission f ield.  

"People are so musical here, but there' s mt enough time and energy t o  meet a l l  the 
reguests," she says. 

Ministering through indigenous music takes patience and time, M i l l s  p i n t s  out. "It' s a 
slcw pocess," he says. "But Carolyn1 s on the way. She1 s the kind of person who jus t  keeps on 
working." 

--30- 
(Mary E. Speidel is newswriter for the off ice  of cammulications a t  Midwestern Seminary.) 

SBC Church R m i z e d  
For Prison Ministry By Kathy Palen 

Baptist Press 
5f i3/86 

WHINm (BP) -A Southern Baptist congregation is one of three churches that recently 
received national awards for involvement i n  prison ministry. 

-me-- 
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Prison Fel lmship  Ministries, a national organization headquartered in Washington, D.C., 
reoognized First Baptist Church of Fort Walton Beach, Fla., for its involvement in Bible studies, 
correspondence, ex-fsisoner ministry, pr i~ family Sunday school and support of aomnunity 
service and other special projects. 

Through one phase of its prison ministry, the oongregation mnducts a Sunday school program 
for the children of families visiting relatives in the Wlin Federal Prison Camp in Fort Walton 
Beach. The church also sponsors two weekly Bible classes and an annual revival at the prison. 

Members of the church also participate in the nationwide Angel Tree project that ministers 
to the children of pr imn imates. Through the project, members donate Christmas gifts that are 
then given to the children with the understanding the gifts are from the parent in prison. 

The congregation was the first in Fort Walton Beach to host a Prison Fellawship Carmunity 
Service project. That ministry involves hosting prisoners for one to tm weeks while they 
refurbish inner-ci ty hanes . 

First church became involved in prison ministry in 1970 when an Air Force chaplain who also 
was assigned to the pison asked for the congregation's help, recalled pastor James L. Monroe. 

"This ministry has helm our church have a better understanding of the problems of families 
when one member is in prim," Monroe said. "We've m e  to see that the'pmple in prison are not 
necessarily what we would call 'bad people,' but rather wpXe who have had unfortunate 
experiences and are hurting. 

"The ison ministry has h e l m  our church to develop a caring attitude toward people in 
unfortunate exper iences , whether they hought those exper iences upon thmsel ves or not. " 

I 1 

Monroe and church volunteer Billy Gray accepted the Prison Fell-whip Ministries award 
during the organization's annual National Volunteer Recognition and   raining Conference. The 
award was pesented by Charles W. Colson, founder of the organization. 

--3o-- 

Editors, Writers Hear Views 
On U.S. Policy In Nicaragua By Stan Hastey 

Baptist Press 
5/l3/86 

WHlNGKN (BP)-+W dozen Southern Baptist editors and writers heard conflicting views on 
U.S. plicy in Nicaragua in a 2-day briefing on international and dcmestic issues in Washington. 

Hosted by the Raptist Joint C m i t t e e  on Public Affairs, the briefing featured U.S. 
senators, administration officials, a rencrwnd television reprter and an evangelical social 
activist. 

During a session at the White House, participants heard a highly-placed military officer 
assigned to President Reagan's ~ational Security Council defend the U.S. position of aiding 
Nicaraguan "contrast' seeking to overthrm the Sandinista goverment headed by ~aniel Or tega. 

The official, spaking on the oondition he not be identified by nane because he is a target 
of international terrorists, said U.S. policy in Nicaragua is based on national security 
objectives. "Any nation that acts out of anything other than its awn national interest is 
crazy," he said. 

Re claimed Americans are being lulled into a "series of forgetting exercises" about Soviet 
intentions in Central America, a reference to the Cuban revolution of 1959 which effectively 
placed the Caribbean island in the Soviet orb. Nicaragua, he elaborated, has becrxne a "massive 
military structure" that threatens its Central American neighbors and Mexico, 

He particularly was critical of the U.S. news media, repeatedly stating they have not told 
the true story of the Caramulist threat to the rtqion. 

But wangelical social activist Jim Wallis, editor of Sojourners magazine, disagreed 
sharply, telling the Baptist editors and writers grwiding assistance to the contras amounts to 
"U.S. aid to terrorism." 

--mre- 



Page 10 Baptist Press 

He accused Reagan and other administration off ica ls  of "lying" to the American pmple about 
conditions inside Nicaragua under Sandinista rule. One such f a l s e w ,  he said, is the 
administration's insistence Sandinista oPficials  are involvedl i n  drug-smuggling when it is the 
contras who are running drugs. 

Wallis said u.S. policy is turning the prophet Isaiah's vision of peace "on its head," 
adding, "We are beating our plmshares in to  ~ d s . "  

He also reviewed what he cal led ,t@ "Me£ ul history" of U.S. involvement i n  Nicaragua. 
U.S. Marines invaded the Central W r i c a n  country i n  1909 and with one h i e £  interruption r u l d  
it un t i l  1935, when they withdrew, leaving former dictator Anastasia Sanoza i n  pawer. 

Also underscoring the  history of U.S. military involvement i n  Nicaragua w a s  U.S. Sen. Dale 
Btmrpers, D-Ark. Noting American Marines "dcaninated" the oountry for a quarter of a century, 
Buaprs said the U.S. bears responsibility for leaving Sanoza i n  pa. The former dictator 
"raped and pillaged the people" for 42 years, he said. 

Yet the Sandinista forces that overthrew S m a  nearly a decade ago have turned out t o  be 
"avowed Marxists," Bumpers acknawldged. The crux of the U.S. problem i n  Nicaragua, he said, is 
that  the t iny country's people "hate the Sanozistas m r e  than the Sandinistas." 

The Arkansas D a m r a t  said he opposes more U.S. aid  t o  the contras, i n  part because U.S. 
of f i c ia l s  cannot account for more than half the assistance approved two years ago, when Congress 
voted $27 million i n  "humanitarian" funds. He ci ted a r s e n t  report of the General Accounting 
Office tha t  $15 million of tha t  sum cannot be tracked, adding he fears U.S. money is lining the 
pockets of corrupt contra leaders. 

Another speaker, re t i red  NBC radio and television correspndent Edwin Newman, 'a lso 
emphasized the  importance of understanding the current s i tuat ion i n  Nicaragua i n  l igh t  of 
previous 1J.S. plicies. H e  said Reagan is i n  danger of becoming "okessed" with Nicaragua i n  the 
sane sense former President Lyndon B. Johson  became "obsessed" with Vietnam. 

Another speaker a t  the White House session, IMuglas Holladay, defended U.S. policy i n  South 
Africa but  predicted the end of Apartheid, t h e  system of goverrment-imposed rac ia l  segregation 
that  has resulted i n  bloody confrontations between blacks and police. Reagan is genuinely 
opposed t o  apartheid, the S ta te  Department o f f i c ia l  insisted, adding, "Apartheid is going t o  be 
gone. " 

Frederick R. Colgan, a senior White House o f f i c ia l  i n  the Drug Abuse Policy Office, told 
participants the administration is waging war on drug plshers. Even more important, he said, is 
the need far  American m e n t s  to real ize the extent of the drug problem i n  their  m u n i t i e s .  

Another White House o f f i c ia l ,  Bob Sweet of the Dcmestic Policy Council, explained the 
process used by Reagan i n  arriving a t  decisions on h e s t i c  issues. H e  said while Reagan 
routinely delegates authority t o  h i s  s t a f f ,  the pes iden t  is well-informed and makes final  
choices decisively. 

Besides Bumpers, two other U.S. senators addressed the editors  and writers. Sen. Paul 
Simon, D-Ill. , a member of the Senate Judiciary C m i  t tee ,  said Reagan' s nominees t o  feder a1 
judgeships will ccme i n  for closer scrutiny during the remainder of h i s  term. Simon, designated 
by fellaw Danocrats on the panel t o  investigate such nminees, said he is concentrating on 
assessing the qualifications of appointees t o  the 13 federal courts of appeals. 

Sen. Mark 0. ~ a t f  ield,  Rare.  , answered a wide range of questions on dcsnestic and 
international issues posed by participants. He  related h i s  struggle during a bitterly-contested 
re-election campaign tm years ago t o  maintain a Christian a t t i tude  toward an opponent who made 
unsubstantiated charges of financial improprieties by Hatfield and h i s  wife. Despite its 
sanetimes rough-and-tumble nature, the Oregon Replblican and Southern Baptist said, po l i t i c s  is a 
worthy Christian vocation. 

Also addressing participants were Baptist Jo int  Camittee Executive Director Jmes M. Dunn 
and General Counsel Oliver S. Tbcsnas, who gave an assessment of current church-state issues i n  
the  United States. 

--30- 
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