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Follwing the convention, the Crmders appealed to the September meeting of the SR(: 

Executive Camittee, which, rather than overruling the convention action, voted instead to affirm 
the election of the 1986 Cmittee on Boards. 

The Crowders and Cooper-& were later joind by Allen Wartney of Vero Beach, Fla., as a 
plaintiff-f ild the federal suit. 

In his decision, Hall writes: "Plaintiffs characterize the dispute as a breach of contract, 
the contract being the SBC bylaws which defendants allegedly &@ached through an incorrect 
interpretation ofRoberttsRules of Order.... The court views this characterization as an 
oversimplification of the dispute." 

Hall continues: 'What is actually at issue in this case is a question of church governance. 
Whether Reverend Dr. Stanley's rulings were correct or patently incorrect is irrelevant because a 
decision as to validity of his rulings would involve this court in the internal affairs of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, a position the court cannot assume. 

"The fact that a civil court must not becane involved in disputes of this type has ken made 
abundantly clear by the Supr m e  Court . " 

Hall cited the U.S. Suwane Court 1871 ruling in Watson v. Jones: 

"'The right to organize voluntary religious associations to assist in the expession and 
dissemination of any religious doctrine, and to create tribunals for the decisions of 
controverted questions of faith within the association, and for the ecclesiastical government of 
all the individual manbers, congregations and officers within the genera association is 
unquestioned . 

"'~11 that unite themselves to such a body do so with an impl-ied consent to this government 
and are bound to suhnit to it. ' " 

That ruling adds, H a l l  wrote: ". . . ' (T) he judicial eye cannot penetrate the veil of the 
church for the forbidden prpose of vindicating the alleged wrongs of excised menhrs; when they 
became members they did so upon the cpndition of continuing or not as they and their churches 
might determine and they therew sutmit to the elesiastical power and carinot nuw invoke the 
supervisory pcrwers of the civil tribunals. '" ********* ********* ********* 
Defendants, Plaintiffs  
React To Suit Decision 

- NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) - m e  defendants were "elated" and "gratif id" and the plaintiffs were 
"disappointedt' by the decision of U.S. District Judge Robert Hall finding in favor of the 
Southern Baptist Convention in a federal lawsuit. 

Ball, of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Georgia, May 5 issued a 
sumnary judgment in favor of the SBC and its Executive C d t t e e  in a displte with a group of 
laypeople ld by Robert S. Crcwder of Birmingham, Ala. concerning the conduct of the business of 
the SBC during the 1985 annual meeting in Dallas. 

-. Crowder , his wife, Julia, and Henry C. Cooper of Windsor, W., filed suit in the federal 
court Dec. 5 .  In early 1986, a parallel suit was filed in Fulton County Superior Court in 
Atlanta by five laypersons £ran five states. Both suits asked the courts for an interpretation 
of the bylaws of the SBC, an injunction to enforce ccmpliance with the interpretation and 
vacating of the 1986 Carmittee on Boards. 

The SBC based its defense on the First Amendment to the United States Constitution, which 
attorneys said wevented the murt fran resolving the dispte. In his decision, Hall agreed with 
the argument of the SBC. 

Jmes P. Guenther , the SBC' s attorney, told Baptist Press: "I am pleased that we were able 
to persuade the federal court to share our view of the First Amendment. But, I am even m e  
pleased that the case is aver and we can look back and say that in the fight we kept the faith." . 
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"Our defense was the shield of the F i r s t  Amendmnt. For that right,  we can thank our 
Baptist forebears and those who have wer the years nurtured this inciple w i t h  sense and 
integrity," said Guenther, of the Nashville firm of Guenther and Jordan. He added the SBC 
response "did not address the merits because to have done so would have been to abandon the F i r s t  
Amendment insistence tha t  a secular murt is no place to argue about internal  controversies i n  
the (Southern Baptist) Convention." 

The attorney, however, sa id  the defense team "had geared up to be ready and had s e c u r d  
affadavits fran several persons-including Winfred Mmre-and we were pepared to f i l e  them i f  
the  case got i n t o  the  merits." 

Moore, pastor of F i r s t  Baptis t  Church of Amarillo, Texas, was the  moderate candidate for  
president of the SBC, opps ing  current  president Charles F. Stariley, pastor of F i r s t  Baptist 
Church of Atlanta. 

Stanley to ld  Baptist Press: "I conscientiously did what I sincerely thought was right.  I 
am grateful  the decision has been made. This is a signif icant  decision for  the  continuing 
separation of church and s ta te .  It is not only a victory for Southern Baptis ts  but for  every 
church i n  every denmination i n  ~merica." 

Crowder declined to ccrr~nent u n t i l  he had seen the  court papers. 'I think I had better s tay 
quie t  un t i l  I have seen them," he said. Concerning the possibi l i ty of an appeal, Crwder said 
"there a re  nine p l a i n t i f f s  i n  t h i s  thing, not jus t  Bob Crcksder. I w i l l  have to mnsu l t  with 
them to see what they think." 

Jane Vehko, an attorney w i t h  the Atlanta law£irm of Bondurant , Mixson and Elmre ,  which 
r e ~ e s e n t e d  the Crowders, said: 'We are obviously d i s a m i n t e d  and do not think the decision is 
a swnd one. It is unsound because it places the SBC above the lm with reswt  to cer ta in  
matters, and I don't  think tha t  is necessitated by the F i r s t  Amendment, a s  the judge found." 

She noted the p l a i n t i f f s  are considering an appeal. "I could certainly a p a l  the decision. 
I think it is wrong and that our position is supported by case law." 

Harold C. Bennet t ,  president of the SBC Executive C m i t t e e ,  noted he is "deeply g r a t i f  id'' 
by the decision which he noted is "based to  the  internal  -ration of the convention and not on 
the  correctness or i n c o r r e n e s s  of the parliaanentary decisions. This is an important 
dist inct ion,  and therefore I think the  anvent ion  continues under an absolute mandate t o  'follow 
its awn const i tut ion and bylaws without exception." 

Bennett also "strongly cmnended" defense a t t o r n e ~  Guenther and Gri f f in  B e l l  of the Atlanta 
lawfirm of King and Spaulding. 

James Slatton, pastor of River Road Baptist Church i n  Ridrmond, Va., was the  messenger who 
introduced the al ternate  s l a t e  of naninees to the  Camittee on e d s  which set o f f  the  
parliamentary wrangling which ultimately resulted i n  the lawsuit. Slatton was not a party t o  the 
lawsuit . 

Slatton, who has a doctorate i n  church-state separation doctrine f r a  Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary i n  Fort  Worth, Texas, said: "It is important that Southern Baptis ts  
understand tha t  the m u r t  has not a n e r a t e d  Charles Stanley1 s rulings i n  Dallas. The judge has 
c l ea r ly  refused bo ponounce one way or another on Stanley's handling of the issues surrounding 
my motion. 

"I remain convinced tha t  is is well within the rules to offer a subs t i tu te  s l a t e  for 
elect ion to the C m i t t e e  on Boards. I appealed f r m  the chair to the anvention,  and by printed 
ba l lo t  the convention majority voted to overrule the chair. Wednesday night Stanley simply 
refused to be bound by the  decision of the convention. H e  ignored all calls for  points  of order 
or discussion. 

"That behavior constituted railroading and was patently out  of order. What more evidence do 
people need to wove that the o f f i c e  of president must be d e p l i t i c i z e d  and that the body must 
hold t o  account the  p o l i t i c a l  machine which is responsible both for stacking camittees and for  . 
misusing the  position of the  ~ e s i d i n g  officer . " 

-30- 
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Credentials, Tellers 
Cannittms Appointed 

ATLANK4 (BP)---The Credentials and Tellers Ccmnittees for the 1986 annual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention have been appinted by !33C President Charles F. Stanley of Atlanta. 

Chairman of the 27-member Credentials C d t t e e  will be Charles Page, pastor of First 
saptist Church of ~ashville, Tenn. 

Chairman of the 22-member Tellers Carmittee will be Jack Graham, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of West Palm Beach, Fla. 

According to the SBC bylaws, the Credentials Camittee is appointed by the pesident, in 
consultation with the vice presidents." The bylaws specify the ccsnnittee will review and rule 
upon any question which may arise in registration concerning the credentials of messengers, and 
"any contention arising on the floor (of the convention) concerning seating of messengers." 

The bylaws specify the Tellers Cannittee is appintd by the wesident "in consultation with 
the registration secretaryn and has the responsibility of tabulating any vote, under supervision 
of the registration secretary. 

First vice president of the convention is Winfred Moore, pastor of First Raptist Church of 
Amarillo, Texas, and second vice president is Henry Huff, an attorney and m&r of Crescent Hill 
Baptist Church of ~ouisville, Ky. Registration secretary is Lee Porter of Nashville, Tenn. 

Stanley also shifted John W. Bryan £ran the SRC Camittee on Cdttees, representing West 
Virginia, to membership on the Credentials Cdttee. 

Bryan, a pathologist and member of First Baptist Church of Bluefield, Va., currently is a 
trustee of the Baptist Sunday School Board, as a representative £ran Virginia. The Virginia-West 
Virginia state line divides Bluefield, and Bryan's business address is in West Virginia. 

Stanley named Robert Rice, pastor of Wesfmoreland Baptist Church in Huntington, W-Va., to 
replace Bryan on the 1986 Camittee on Ccmnittees. 

I 

CREDENTIXS m T T ' E E  (Charles Page, Nashville, Tenn., chairman.) 

Tamy Hinson, pastor of First church, West Memphis, Ark.; Jim Reeves, administrator and 
member of First church, Van Nuys, Calif.; E.J. Daniels, an evangelist and member of Downt:own 
church, Orlando, Fla. : John Yarbrough, pastor of Tabernacle church, Cartersville, Ga. ; 

Dwight (Ike) Reighard, pastor of New Hope church, Fayetteville, Ga. ; Raymond McCain, pastor 
of Machesney Park church, Rockford, 111. ; Rudy Yakym, a stockbroker and m h r  of First Southern 
church of Mishawaka, Swth Bend, Ind. ; Garland Morrison, pastor of Sunnycrest church, Marion, 
Ind.; Jerry mrie, pastor of Main Street church, Williamsburg, Ky.; 

Lawrence Hall, a layman and maker of Severns Valley church, Elizabethtawn, Ry. ; Gary Brink, 
pas tor of I m u e l  church, Raneo, Mich. ;   ill Poe, pastor of Waldo Avenue church, Independence, 
Mo. ; Robert Payne, pastor of Sycamore Hills church, Independence, Mo. ; Gary Berry, pastor of 
First church, McCanb, Miss.; Billy Cline, pastor of Merrhm Avenue church, Asheville, N.C.; 

Rick Hudson, pastor of Hillcrest church, Carlsbad, N.M.; Ernie Perkins, diredor of 
missions, Capital association, Oklahoma City, and member of First Southern church, D e l  City, 
Okla.; Sm Pace, director of missions, Ccmanche-Cotton association, Lawton, Okla., and member of 
First church-East, Lawton, Okla.; Mike Dawney, pastor of First church, Hennessey, Okla.; 

Elton Johnson, pastor of Charleston church, Charleston, S.C. ; Gene Russell, pastor of 
Calvary church, Desoto, Texas; Sam Jones, pastor of First church, Pittsburg, Texas; Lester 
Collins, pastor of Tall- church, Houston, Texas; Don W e n ,  pastor of Dawntown church, 
Alexandria, Va. ; Art Ballad, pastor of Old Forest Road church, LyllChhrg, Va., and Bryan. 

-mr+ 
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!FEXU3E (Jack Graham, West Palm Beach, Fla., chairman) 

Jack Mill-,  pastor of ' ~ i r s t  'church, Chickasaw. Ala. ; J* Simnons, crusade director for 
Bailey Smith' s Real Evangelism crusades and member of Sagmont church, Houston, Texas; Earl 
Potts, executive director of the Alabama Baptist Convention and member of Eastern H i l l s  church, 
Montgamery; Dayle Carlton Jr . , a businessman and member of Fi r s t  church, Wauchula, Fla. ; 

Paul Caudill, an m u n t a n t  and mmkr of Firs t  church, Lilburn, Ga.; Steve Turner, pastor 
of F i r s t  church, Ellenwood, Ga.; Hoge H o c k e d t h ,  pastor of Broadway church, Lexington, Ky.; Jim 
Richards, pastor of Green A c r e s  church, Bastrop, La.; Terry H a r t ,  a layman and member of Faith 
church, Glen Bur nie, Md. ; 

Paul Callahan, pastor of F i r s t  church, Warrensburg, Mo. ; Charles Sexton, pastor of F i r s t  
church, Princeton, Mo.; Kenneth Ridings, pastor of Grassy Branch church and wofessor a t  the 
Fruitland Bible Insti tute,  Hendersonville, N.C. ; Bob Bender, pastor of Windsor Park church, 
Austin, Texas; J i m  Oliver, pastor of Central church, Darlington, S.C.; 

Hal Lane, pastor of Eutawil le  C ~ U K C ~ ,  E u t m i l l e ,  S.C.; T.C. Pinckney, layman and member of 
Plymouth Haven church, Alexandria, Va. ; J im Wilson, pastor of Delaney Street  church, Orlando, 
Fla.; Mrs. C a r l  (Myra) Bates, a hcmemaker and manber of F i r s t  church, Hendersonvillle, N.C.; John 
Lee Taylor, pastor of West Jackson church, Jackson, Term.; Ruth Gleaves, a homemaker and member 
of F i r s t  church, Atlanta; and Joe Porter, ret ired director of missions for the Caldwell Ray 
association and member of F i r s t  church, Richmond, Mo. 
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Tanner Tabbed As Oklahama 
Executive Di r ectorqreasur er By Norman J m s o n  

Raptist Press 
5/6/86 

O K L M M i  CITY (BP)-William G: Tanner, president of the Hane Mission Board since 1977 and 
former president of Oklahoma Baptist University, was elected executive director-treasurer of the 
Baptist General. Convention of Oklahama during a special called meeting of the b a r d  of directors 
May 5. 

Tamer, 56, s ~ ~ c c e d s  Joe L. Ingram who has k e n  executive 15 years but is stepping 
aside June 30 to direct the ~ a p t i s t  Health Care Corporation. 

Tanner is expected to begin duties in  Oklahana July 1. His election must be ra t i f ied by 
messengers at: the s t a t e  mnvention Nov. 10-12 i n  Bethany. 

Questi-oned before the vote about h i s  vision for Oklahcma, Tanner said he had learned much in  
the past 10 years of missions administration. "The day of playing games is over," he said. "If 
we don't get serious about leading people t o  a saving knowledge of Jesus C h r i s t ,  we're going to 
lose t h i s  country." 

After ansidering sane 30 men and interviwing a dozen, Tamer: was r m e n d e d  by the 
search m m i t t e e  because "he has the big picture l ike  rmbody else," said cartanittee chairman, 
Warren Hultgren, pastot of F i r s t  Baptist Church, %J.sa. 

Hultgren said the m t t e e  t cok  no preliminary ballot to narrow the f ie ld  of twelve, but 
that Tanner was the unanimous choice on f i r s t  ballot. 

Hultgren said any of the dozen men the caranittee interviewed "could have done the jobn, but 
Tanner w a s  the clear choice for several reasons: he has roots in Oklahana having been born in 
Tulsa and served as ORU president; he is faaniliar with 0klalm-m Baptists "and l i k e s  them;" he is 
an "excellent administrator;" and, significantly, he is not theologically polarized. 

"He has refused as head of the Home Mission Board to align himself for or against any group, 
saying I w i l l  work with a l l  of them i f  they w i l l  l e t  me," Hultgren said. 

Tanner answered the lingering question of h i s  "stwing  dawn" fran a national agency to lead 
a s ta te  convention before it was raised pb l ic ly .  "There is no s t q i n g  down in  the Lordt s work. 
I am stepping forward." 

--nore- 



5/6/86 Page 6 Baptist Press 

Three general goals Tanner has for Oklahana Baptists are to get people talking about Jesus, 
to continue organizing churches and to minister to needy people. 

Oklahana's current economic distress may be a blessing in disguise, Tanner said, because it 
will help people "rearrange their ~iorities." 

Tanner spoke briefly and emotionally after the election, pausing several times as his voice 
a w a r d  abut to break. Remembering Oklahana' s beautiful sunsets shared with him by his father, 
he said, "It's great to be hame." 

A t  a press conference following his election, Tanner was thrust into Oklahcma Baptists' 
fight against a state sponso~ed lottery for which an election is scheduled in November. "It (the 
fight) will be going when I get here and I'm sure I'll jump right into the middle of the river ," 
he said. "I'm Irish and I'm m t  afraid of a fight." 

Although Baptists have taken a beating in b o  moral issues recently, liquor by the drink and 
pari-mutuel gambling, Tanner said, "We have m option than to be involved, whether we win or 
lose. It's a conviction, a comnilment. The only thing worse than losing is not trying." 

Tanner was born March 10, 1930 in Tulsa and graduated f ran Baylor University in 1951. He 
earned a doctor of education degree frm the University of Hwston and Ph,D fran Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. He has been granted honorary degrees f ran 
California Baptist College, the University of Richmond and Campkll University. 

He was pastor of churches in Wheelock, Cleburne and Houston, Texas, 1948-62; First Baptist 
Church, Gulfport, Miss. , 1962-67; p esident of Maxy Hardin-Baylor College (now University of Mary 
HardiwBaylor ) 1967-71 ; and Okl~ahcana Baptist University president, 1971-76. 

' He is married to the former Ellen Sanpey Yates and they have four children: Bill Jr.,, 
Keith, Mark and Kimberly Anne. 

--30- 
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Cmission Initiates Search 
For Executive Di rector-Elect By David Wilkinson 

Baptist Press 
5/6/86 

NMHVIUA, Tenn. (BP)--Citing "personal health concerns," Southern Baptist Christian Life 
Carmission Ekecutive Director Foy Valentine has requested the socess for finding his successor 
be set in mtion. 

In a letter to the ~ i s s i o n t s  chairman, Charles R. Wade, Valentine asked that a search 
camnittee be activated to minate an executive director-elect "as soon as in the providence of 
God the right person can be found." 

While m date was set for the search camittee's report, Valentine noted that when the 
ccarmission meets in September he will be only 22 months fran the age 65 retirement date 
designated in the agency's employment policies. 

In response to valentine's request, which was discussed at the regular meeting of the CLC 
executive d t t e e  on April 28, Wade, pastor of First Baptist Church, Arlington, Texas, has 
appointed six other ~ s s i o n  mders to be on a search amittee with him. 

Cmittee members are Mrs. ~atricia Ayres, member of First Baptist Church, San Antonio, 
Texas; Marvin Don Blantm, &r of Oak Grove Baptist Church, Be1 Air, Md.; David George, 
pastor, Inanuel Baptist Church, Nashville, Tenn. ; Mrs. Virginia ~er& icks, member of Glorieta 
Baptist Church, Glorieta, N. M. ; Roy Rhodes, member of First Baptist Church, Tallahassee, Fla. ! 
and George S tr ickland, member of Beaugoup Baptist Church, Pinckneyville, Ill. Wade, a carmission 
m&r since 1980, will be chairman. 

- - n m e  
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Toy Valentine has invested more than three decades of his life in the cause of applied 
Christianity amng Southern Wtists,, " said Wade. nPersonally, I wish that the Camnission were 
not having to deal with this matter. But the executive ocmnittee concurred with Dr. Valentine's 
judgment, based on his f irst-hand knowledge of the demands of the job and the ccmpetent counsel 
of d i c a l  expzrts, that it is pudent for the search prwss for an executive director-elect to 
begin at this time." 

The search ccarmittee, Wade added, "covets the ~ a y e r f u ~  w r t  of all Southern Baptists as 
we seek God' s will in this crucial pocess." 

In his letter requesting the aminbent of a search mnnittee, Valentine explained that 
"the urgency of the matter is highlighted by sane personal health concerns which have recently 
cane into focus." Last June, he said, physicians diagnosed a heart condition oonsisting of a 90 
percent blockage in one area and a 60 percent blockage in tm other areas. While the heart 
specialist who performed an angiqran examination did not reoarmend open-heart surgery, he did 
prescribe a special health care program including medication and avoidance of heavy stress, 
Valentine said. 

"I have done the reamended things except for the avoidance of heavy stress," he 
continued. "I have n c k ~  concluded that in the position as executive director...it is not going to 
be humanly possible for me to avoid the heavy stress which is inescapably a part of this 
prophetic ministry. " 

valentine, the dean of Southern Baptist Convention agency executives, has headed the 
Christian Life C d s s i o n  since 1960. He came to the ccmnission fran the Texas Baptist Christian 
Life C d s s i o n  where he had been executive director for seven years. 

VGentine pledged "to do everything in my power during the transition time whi1.e a new 
executive director is being found and oriented to help the agency and to continue to further the 
cause of Christian ethics amng Southern Baptists. " 

Wade asked that suggestions to the search carmittee be aomrmnicatd in writing and sent to 
Charles R. Wade, Chairman, CLC Search Camittee, c/o First Baptist Church, 300 Swth Center 
Street, Arlington, TX 76010. 
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S u p  m e  Court Will Review 
Louisiana Creationism Law By Stan Hastey 

Baptist Press 
5/6/86 

WHINGEN (BP) -The Supreme Court antmunod May 5 it will review a Louisiana law requiring 
"balanced treatment" in teaching "creation'sciencew and evolution in the state's plblic schools. 

Last year both a U.S. district court and the U.S. Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals agreed the 
law violates the Const i  tutionl s ban on an establishment of religion. But the apsllate court 
split 8-7 in its ruling, a vote that might have enmuraged the Suwene Court to take on the 
case. 

The law, "The B a l a n d  Treahent far Creation-Science and Evolutiorr-Science Act," was 
enacted five years ago by the Louisiana legislature with the stated plrpose of "~otecting 
acadmic freedcsn." It defines creatimscience as "scientific evidences for creation and 
inferences fran those scientific evidences." 

Louisiana Attorney General William J. Guste Jr, argued in a brief asking the high court to 
review the law that creatiowscience "can be taught in public schools without religious conceptsw 
and therefore does not violate the establishment clause. 

Guste noted numerous references in national dmments and pactices referring to Gcd and his 
creative activity, including the -laration of Independence, the Constitution, the national 
anthem, the Pledge of Allegiance and the national mtto, "In God We Trust." He pointed out that 
such references amount to a "historical test" to b awlied in such cases and reminded the 
justices o£ their 6-3 decision 'three 'years ago using such a test in upholding Nebr aska' s p actice 
of paying a chaplain who serves the state lqislature. 

-nor- 
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I n  addition, Guste maintained the  Louisiana l a  differs markedly f ran  an Arkansas creation- 
science s t a tu te  struck dawn ear l i e r  .. That law, he noted, wuld have forbidden the teaching of 
evolution i n  favor of teaching the a m m t  of creation contained i n  the book of Genesis. 

Arguing against the high court 's  taking up the contxoversy, a battery of attorneys f ran  
Louisiana and New York Ci ty  s t a ted  the puxpose of the law was "to F a t e  a religious belief ,n a 
key consideration i n  the lower courts' decisions to s t r i k e  it down. 

According t o  a three-part e s t a b l i s h e n t  clause test f i r s t  set up by the high court i n  1971, 
a law must have a secular purpose, must have the  p i m y  effec t  of neither advancing nor 
inhibiting religion, and must not foster  excessive entanglanent between church and s ta te .  

The challenged law, the attorneys argued, "mandates a massive invasion of the curricula of 
the Louisiana plblic schools." They noted further that during debate over passage of the law, 
"Virtually a l l  of the materials and testimony offered i n  suppr  t.. .were expl ic i t ly  religious, 
ei ther  i n  the i r  s u ~ p o r t  of creationism or their attack on evolution." 

Amng the par t ies  who challenged the s ta tu te  i n  the laver courts and on whose behalf the 
lmyers  asked the high murt to reject the case are the Louisiana State Board of Elenentary and 
Secondary Education, the Orleans Parish School Board, parents, teachers, other taxpayers, and 
leaders from the religious, s c i e n t i f i c  and educational comunities. 

The high court wi l l  hear oral arguments i n  the case next fall. A decision is expected no 
l a t e r  than July  1987. 

--30- 

Baylor * s Benson Joins I 

National WYU Staff 
Baptist Press 
5/6/86 

BIIWINGHAM, Ala.  (BP) -Karen Benson, ass is tant  p lb l i c  relat ions director a t  Baylor 
University, Warn, Texas, w i l l  beme camunications group manager a t  Wanan' s Missionary Union, 
SBC, June 2. 

ljhe succeeds Carol Kelly who is ncrw an associate for the Tennessee W. 

Benson, native of Texas, is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Wigger of Cypress and is 
married t o  Thcmas Lee (Tarany) Bensan, She is a graduate of Baylor and has been on staff i n  the 
off ice  of plblic relations there since 1980, holding her p e s e n t  job since 1982. 

I n  her new responsibil i t ies  a t  the national W U  headquarters, she w i l l  lead i n  planning, 
organizing, direct ing and aoordinating information pertaining to the progran and a c t i v i t i e s  of 
WUJ, SEE, through media available to Southern Baptists. 

Prior to joining the Baylor s t a f f ,  Benson wxked for the W a o o  TribuneHerald. 

I n  denominational journalism, Benson has been honored by the Baptist Public Relations 
Association on several occasions for many top awards, and has twice been the recipient of the 
Arthur S. Davenport Award for significant achievement i n  p b l i c  relat ions (one of five 
sweepstakes given BPRA) . 

I n  1986 BPRA Carrpetition, Benson won f i r s t  place for best news story. 
--30- 

Former SBC Officer 
Clifton Allen, Dies 

Baptist Press 
5/6/86 

WINSTON-SALJ?M, N.C. (BP) --Clif ton J. Allen, 84, r e t i r ed  ed i to r i a l  secretary for the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville, Tenn., and a former recording s e e t a r y  of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, died i n  Wipstor-Salem, N.C., May 5 of cancer. 

- m o r e  
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A native of South Carolipa, Allen began work with the b a r d  i n  1937 a s  associate ed i to r i a l  
secretary and was elected e d i t o r i d l ' s e ~ r e t a r ~  i n  1945. He  was responsible for general edi tor ia l  
supervision of all books, tracts and periodicals un t i l  h i s  retirement i n  December 1968. 

H e  was recording secretary of the Southern Baptist Convention £ran 1966 t o  1977. 

For more than 25 years, beginning i n  1945, Allen koadcast  the International Sunday S c b l  
Lesson for Nashville's W M  radio, and i n  l a t e r  years taught a version of the lessons for 
distr ibution by the Southern Baptist  Radio and Television C d s s i o n  t o  m r e  than 100 radio 
stations. 

Allen was a member of the axnnittee on the uniform series, International Sunday School 
Lessons, £ran 1942 u n t i l  h i s  retirenent. H e  was secretary of the m i s s i o n  on Christian 
teaching and training for the Baptist  W r l d  Alliance fran 1957 t o  1965, and, a t  the time of h i s  
retirement, was chairman of that mmission. 

Allen was the author of 22 volumes of Points of Eh@asis, a ccmnentary on the International 
Sunday School Lesson, and, fo l lming  h i s  retirement, was general editor of the Broadman Bible 
Carunentary. 

He  r e i v e d  the E.Y. Mullins Deminationaf_ Service Award f r a  Southern Baptist  Theological 
Seminary i n  Louisville, Ky., i n  1970. 

James L. Sullivan, r e t i r ed  president of the Sunday School Board and former president of the 
Southern ~ a p t i s t  Convention, ca l led  Allen "a br i l l i an t  scholar, a superb writer and a 
d e m i n a t i o n a l  loyalist .  H e  knew the Bible w e l l ,  sought t o  be di l igent  i n  its teachings and 
demonstrated with h i s  l i f e  what he wrote with h i s  pen." 

Allen was a graduate of Furman University i n  Greenville, S.C., and caned the Th.M. and 
P~,D. degrees fran Southern Seminary. 

I n  h i s  ear l ier  years, Allen was pastor of F i r s t  Baptist Church i n  F a i m n t ,  N.C., and 
Western Avenue Baptist Church i n  S t a tesv i l l e ,  N.C. 

Allen was married to the former   at tie B e l l  Wracken £ran 1930 u n t i l  her death i n  1981. 
They had three children, Rnsalind Barker , e r t  and Judson, the l a t t e r  of whom died i n  1985. 

I n  1982, he married Rosalind St ree t ,  widcw of James Street ,  for many years pastor of F i r s t  
Baptist Church of Conway, Ark. 

I n  addition to h i s  wife and children, he is s w v i v d  by seven grandchila-en and a trother. 
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Parents Key To Prevention 
Of Drug Abuse Among Youth By David Wilkinson 

Baptist Press 
5/6/86 

NASKVILXE, Tenn, (BP) -If churches want to peven t  abuse of alcohol and other drugs mong 
young people, the  place t o  start is with parents, ~ a p t i s t  youth ministers were told. 

J. mett Henderson, executive director of the Georgia Council on Moral and Civic Concerns, 
to ld  a conference on "Moral Problems and Youth" that  "parents are  the keyn to peventing youth 
alaohol and drug abuse. 

"The most important influence on a youth's decision to drink or  not to drink is h i s  or her 
parents," he said. "Parents should ccmmnmicate the dangers of drinking and thei r  cwn disapprwal 
of drinking." 

Henderson, who has led more than 200 prevention pogrms i n  Georgia churches, outlined the 
basics of drug pevention education during a seminar sponsored by the Christian Life C d s s i o n  
of the Southern Baptist Convention. The three-day meeting also included fxactical  agproaches to 
Christian sex education i n  the church. 

--more-- 
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"The a t t i tude  of the parents W a r d  drinking is the  place to begin," sa id  Henderson. 
"Parents have to be consistent. They can't tell the i r  kids to resist peer pressures and then 
give i n  t o  the i r  own peer pressures. Our k ids  are smarter than that." 

Henderson cited studies indicating 84 percent of young people i n  grades 10 through 1 2  who 
choose not to drink are children of parents who do not drink. 

Henderson noted peer pessure to drink is surfacing a increasingly younger ages. Thirty 
percent of nine-year-olds indicated i n  a recent survey t h a t  they f e e l  pressure to  drink, he 
reported. 

While abuse of cocaine and other i l l e g a l  drugs has reach& alarming proportions, Henderson 
reminded the youth leaders aloohol remains 'the most used and abused mind-altering drug i n  t h i s  
nation." Alcohol-related auto accidents continue to be the No. 1 cause of death for  persons 
under age 25. Suicides, many of them almhol-related, are the th i rd  leading cause of death among 
teenagers. 

Claiming " th i s  society refuses to speak the t ru th  a b u t  alcobl," Henderson deplored the po- 
drinking messages which deluge children and youth, part icularly through television advertising 
and programming. The victims of such messages, he said, are young p p l e .  "They simply believe 
what the p b l i c  policy of this nation suggests: that they can &Ink without dangerous 
consequences. " 

He ci ted a national study i n  which only one-third of the high school seniors surveyed said 
they txl ieve heavy drinking on a da i ly  basis  presents a serious threat to them. 

"We've got to start back with square one i n  alcohol education i n  our churches," he said. 
"We've got t o  give our young people a d i f ferent  message." I 

Henderson urged churches to take several steps i n  alaohol and drug abuse education and 
prevention: 

--Be involved i n  p tb l i c  policy decisions about legal. drinking age, enforcement of drunk 
driving laws, media advertising of alooholic kverages and other issues. 

--Educate children and youth a b u t  the  dangers of "gateway drugs" such a s  beer and 
c igare t tes  which of ten lead to use of illicit drugs. 

-Focus on the benefits of a drug-free l i f e .  An approach which emphasizes "responsible 
drinking" is unsatisfactory, Henderson said, noting three out of every four young peaple who take 
the i r  f i r s t  drink continue to drink. 

"We must never mmnunicate to the kids i n  our churches tha t  w e  assume they're going to 
drink," he said. "That's a pessimistic, f a t a l i s t i c  approach. Our goal should be an alcohol and 
drug-free l i f e .  " 
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