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Long-Term eatmitment Needed
To Solving Problems: Huff

By Linda Lawson

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) --Southern Baptists would prefer a "fast fix and a fast cure" to the
problems besetting the denanination, SBC second Vice President Henry Huff said in Nashville.
Instead, what is needed is a long-term ccmnitment to the priorities of missions, evangelism
and biblical truth, Huff said in chapel services for employees at the Baptist Sunday School Board
and the Southern Baptist Convention building.
"Southern Baptists have a great heritage of religious freedom, of unity in diversity and of
doing a very effective job in missions and evangelism," said Huff, an attorney and member of
Crescent Hill Baptist Church, Louisville, Ky. "Is our priority today in evangelizing the world
with the Bible as our guide, or is our priority being certain that everyone believes the same
thing before they can go out and evangelize?
"What today is the real priority of Southern Baptists?" he asked.
"You would probably hear from Southern Baptist Convention people that it is wi tnessing to
the lost, soul-winning and nurturing of those people who are in our congregations," said Huff.
HCMever, he contrasted SBC baptism statistics which have shown a marked decline in recent years.
"It is not that we nave lost our way but that there is not much work being done," said
Huff. "Certainly I do not feel we can be effective soul winners when WI~ are preoccupi eddoi.nq
battle with one another.

"I am rot sure when you are witnessing to an unsaved individual that the person neither
I am not sure when you feed the hungry in Ethiopia
that they care whether this carne from a oonservative or a fundamentalist," said Huff •

knows nor cares in which camp you belong.

.

As an example of inability to maintain long-term oornmitments, Huff cited Bold Mission
Thrust, the denomination's effort to win the world to Christ by the year 2000 which was launched
in 1980.
"There have been a great many results that this program has already achieved and yet we find
that a program that is going to last sane 20 years is something that does not appeal, too well to
the American peopl.e ," said Huff. "We would like by the means of electronics to reach the world
for Christ within the next few nonths,
"It is not that Southern Baptists have rejected the idea of Bold Mission Thrust," he
continued. "It is just that it is a program that is a long time in developing and a long time in
seeing the results."
In the current denaninational controversy, Huff said one side wants to conserve the Word of
One potient.i.al. problem with the first
is isolation fran the world while a pitfall of the second is becaning too much like the world.

God while the other side wants to bui Ld bridges to others.

HCMever, he enq;:hasized, "We need both sides.

~8AP'n8THI8'TV:lItIwra.

flY AND ARcHIVB8
"I believe rrost Southern Baptists devoutly hope and pra~~~oblemsthat
beset us would be left behind, that we could go to Bold Missio~6 ,"I"enat""we-oould make
Planned Growth in Giving work, that we could use our simultaneous revivals not only as a witness
but as a healing mechanism among Baptists," said Huff.

--lTCre--
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"However, I would be less than honest 'if I did rot state that I do rot feel that this is the
way we are presently headed. There are divisions in Southern Baptist life. Whether or oot we
can live with the diversity we have is sanething that I bope we can soon resolve," he added.
At the same time, Huff predicted that with Southern Baptists' increasing penetration among
ethnic groups, "we must recognize that diversity will increase rather than decrease."
As a Sunday school teacher for 35 years and a user of literature produced by the Sunday
School Board, Huff said he could awreciate the difficulty of producing materials to meet the
needs of a diverse denomination.
"Of all the agencies of the Southern Baptist Convention, the Sunday School Board is the one
that bolds Southern Baptists together," he said. "There is 00 one that wraps around the lives of
all of our people like the Sunday SChool Board and its many publications and materials."
He noted the board, like all agencies, is being attacked fran all sides and cannot please
everyone. "Ccmnitment tcMard God and o:xnpetency and intelligence will in the long run show and
be plain to be seen by all of our PeOple," he said.
Huff, whose great grandfather donated the land on which Mars Hill College (Baptist college
in North Carolina) was built, said, "1 would profess to be a Baptist of very long standing. It
does not change wi th the changing tides of ITOtions and resolutions."
He called on Baptists to give pr iority to developing "a relationship over the entire length
of our life with God, a relationship that is roth personal and meaningful and can fulfill our
lives.
"Priorities aimpl.y tell us where we want togo and how ~ want to get there. Are we willing
to pay the price? Are the things that we say really the things that we do?" he concluded.
In introducing Huff, Sunday SChool Board President Lloyd Elder praised the second vice
president "for speaking very encouraging support of Bold Mission Thrust and the work of the Peace
Cannittee."
Elder said he'had invited the president and the two vice presidents of the convention to
speak at the board this spring. President Charles Stanley was unable to accept. First Vice
President Winfred Moore will speak in late May.
-30(BP) photo mailed to state Baptist newspapers by BSSB bureau of Baptist Press

Churches Spr ingi09 Up
Across West Africa

By Eric Miller

Baptist Press
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RIOIM:!ID, va. (BP)-'1'hey start in hones or schools, sanetimes under thatched roofs, but
"little churches are springing up all over West Africa," repor-ts a Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board official.
John Mills, the mard's director for West Africa, visited nine West African countries this
spring. The "ITOSt heartening thing for me to see" was the emerging of the "little embryo
churches," he says.
Sane churches start with a dozen members, maybe 25. That may seem small, but "you've got to
measure progress rot only by where you've arrived, but by the distance you've come," he says.
Mills ooticed a warm enthusiasm among churches in West Africa.
"starts another church that will start another church."

A church starts and then

Missionaries "don't have a thing to do with a lot of the churches that start," he notes.
"We can't d:> it. We're oot enough. The multiplication of churches is the real hope of winning
Africa. "
-rrore--
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Much of the warm enthusiasm anong West Africans has a::rne about; "because they realize how
much the missionar ies of the Southern Baptists cD care because of the help rendered during the
drought" last year, Mills believes.
Burkina Faso suffered the worst drought in 30 years, and Southern Baptists distributed more
than 6,000 tons of grain in that oountry last year. Southern Baptists also prayed for rain and
rains came.
Since last year, six churches have developed in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, alnost doubling
the number related to Southern Baptists in that nation's capital.
A dental clinic roilt recently in Bobo-Dioulasso is expected to draw people fran all over
Burkina Faso and neighl::x:>ring countries. Few adequate dental clinics exist in the country, and
the Southern Baptist clinic is the best equipped, Mills says.
After a national asked the Southern Baptist dentist if he oould have a tooth IXllled, the
dentist said he would have to wait two weeks for the clinic to open. The national said, ''No
problem. I can wait. It's been hurting for five years." Many people there have never seen a
dentist.
Also in Burkina Faso, where plowing is done with a short-handled
introducing the process of plowing with oxen. "You've got to 90 with
Mills says. "If you try to go fran a short-handled hoe to a tractor,
man. He can't buy a tractor, and if you gave one to him, he couldn' t
how to drive it."

hoe, missionaries are
an appropriate technology,"
you haven't helped the
buy fuel or wouldn't know

Along the eastern Mono River area in Togo where the North Carolina partnership is working,
there may soon be as many baptiz~ church manbers as in all of that country now, Mills says.
New believers in the Mono River area are "begging us to come start new churches," he
repor cs, "Missionaries go down the road and people run to stop them just to say, 'Thank you,
thank you, thank you'" for work missionaries and volunteers are doing.
Workers in the North Carolina partnership are finishing construction of a steel and concrete
bridge across the Mono River. Once the bridge is ready for use, residents no longer will have to
make a 75-mile detour to take crops to markets when the river level is up.
About 50 good wells have been drilled in the Mono River area. Ponds have been built to
allow for fish farming and irrigation farming. Missionaries and volunteers have been teaching
health and nutrition in the villages.
About 15 churches and 15 other preaching stations have been started in the same area.
Between January and March, 392 people were baptized there.
In Dakar, Senegal, aoout 800 Muslims participate in weekly activities in a Southern Baptist
center. Activities include sports , reading, discussion groups and Bible studies. About 200
participate in the Bible study each week.
A larger center is scheduled to be milt that missionaries hope will attract about 2,000
Muslims per week in Dakar, which is "one of the nost Muslim cities on earth," Mills says.
A "tremendous human need" exists across West Africa. "When we minister to them and
obviously get rothing out of it ourselves, then they begin to say, 'Hey, why are you doing this?'
"There is a listening and a hearing of the gospel that doesn't rome if you just go out and
start preaching."
-30CBP) photo mailed to state Baptist papers by Riciunond bereau of Baptist PresS.

5/5/86

Page 4

Baptist Press

Annuity Trustees Approve
New Building For 1988
DALIAS (BP)-After nearly two years of study, trustees have authorized negotiations for
lease of a new Southern Baptist Annuity Board bane office near downtown Dallas.

The board will negotiate with a Dallas-based developer to design and construct a new
building, said Annuity Board President Darold H. Morgan. After an initial 20-year lease, the
Annuity Board will have the option of extending the lease for another 20 years at canpetitive
market rates.
The board will occupy about 110,000 feet and an expansion space of 30,000 feet will be
included if needed in the future, Morgan said.
The new hane office, located in the Oak LawnlJ'urtle Creek area near downtCMn Dallas, is
expected to be exxnpleted in the fall of 1988.
The Annuity Board will work with the developer in designing and overseeing the oonstruction.
Morgan said the trustee relocation ccmnittee agreed with construction consultants the board
should enter into a long-term lease in lieu of purchasing or constructing a new building.
"In keeping with the fiduciary responsibilities of the board," M::>rgan said, "we decided the
optimum plan would be to lease a b..tild-to-sui t building in a location near the Dallas central
business district."
Morgan said the I::oard will have "several new amenities, such as free parking and easy access
to expressways."
The current building was sold to Linoo1n Properties, Inc., in 1984 at a record $300 per
square fcot. A lease arrangement allows the board to remain in the building through 1988.
Morgan noted the p:esent 26-year-old facility was sold because the property value had
increased to allow the board to make a substantial profit. He also said the building had
deteriorated and was beoaming inefficient to operate.
The president accepted the resignation of endowment officer D. William Dodson, Jr., who is
taking medical disability. Dodson underwent heart by-pass surgery in November. John D. Bloskas,
associate endowment director, was appointed interim director.
Assets for the first quarter grew 26.7 percent to a record $113.8 million, raising the .asset
base to $1. 8 billion, trustees learned.
Net Income totaled $101 million, exceeding any other rxevious first quarter earnings by

s56.9 million.

The strong stock markat pushed the uni t value of the Var iable Fund to a record of $6. 2l.
--301\B'IS Conmissioners
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Adopt Record Budget

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (Bp)--The Southern Baptist Cannission on the American Baptist Theological
Seminary adopted a record bJdget of $287,800 for 1986-87 at its annual meeting in early May.

The b..tdget represents only a 1.5 percent increase over the rxevious year, because the
seninary carmission received the smallest Cooperative Program increase of any Southern Baptist
Convention agency.
Carmission mE!llbers serve as Southern Baptists' trustees for American Baptist College of the
American Baptist Theological Seminary, a Bible college eo-sponsored with the National
Baptist convention, U.S.A., Inc.
-lOOre--
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cemnission members voted to place $5,000 in the George E. Capps SCholarship Fund at American
Baptist College of Amercian Baptist Theological Saninary. Capps, former associate director of
the SOC Education Camnission who died last June, was staff support; for the American Baptist
Theological saninary Carmission.
Kenneth L. Castleberry, pastor of Dalewcx::rl Baptist Church in Nashville, was elected chairman
of the a::mnission for 1986-87. Other officers include Marshall Gupton, pastor of Una Baptist
Church in Nashville, vice chairman, and Roy D. Raddin, director of missions, Washington Baptist
Association in Greenville, Miss., reoording secretary.
The 1987 meeting of the seminary c;x:mnission will be April 30 in Nashville.
-30Shurden Speaks At Samford
About 'Hee Haw Theology'

By

Larry Yarborough Jr.

Baptist Press
5/5/86

BIRMINGiAM, Ala. (BP) --Siron Peter was the stumbling, bumbling Barney Fife of Mayberry, and
Jesus, like Andy Griffith, was the only person in tCMn who could always find the good in him.
This is hc::M the late canic Grady Nutt perceived Siron Peter.
Walter B. Shurden quoted Nutt as once saying, "There is sanething within this nut worth
unshelling. " And that is exactly what Shurden did at Samford University.
Shurden, chairman of the department of Christianity and Callaway Professor of Christianity
at Mercer university, Macon, Ga., was the guest speaker at Samford University's annual Staley
Distinguished Christian SCholar Lecture Program.
Shurden, a close friend of the late Grady Nutt, spoke to Samford students al:out "Hee Haw
Theology: The Legacy of Grady Nutt." Shurden told students that Grady Nutt, a regular on the
"Hee Haw" television show, left "a legacy worth shar ing. "
According to Shurden, more Chr istians are uptight at church than anywhere else in the world.
"Grady Nutt had imagination," Shurden said. "That's sanething our p.1lpits lack today.
Because Nutt was at peace with who he was, he had the ability to let his imagination run wild.
He cnnpared the relationship between Peter and James to that of Barney and Andy in Mayberry."
Humor made Nutt's theology unique. Shurden said that Nutt had the freedom to express humor
because he accepted who he was and accepted others for who they were. He was at peace with
himself because he had learned to be unashamed of his past.
"What a tragedy to deny your past and try to live like saneone you're not," Shurden told
students.
Shurden said that Nutt also was well acquainted with tragedy in life.
many others, Grady Nutt found marriage long after the wedding.

He said that like

Of Grady Nutt's relationship with his wife, Eleanor, Shurden quoted Nutt as saying, "'Early
on in our marriage, Eleanor and Grady were very much in love •••with Grady. I erased the
blackb::>ard of her personality with a wet cloth and then wrote whatever I liked on it. And the
more she ceased to be herself the less I liked/loved her. "'
"Grady Nutt realized that canedy and tragedy grow fran a eomron root," Shurden said.
root is what life is and what we know it could and should be."

"That

Because Nutt accepted what his life was, he was canfortable enough to loosen up, make fun,
and take great pleasure in helping others enjoy their lives.
Shurden said the essence of living for Nutt was to look back on the brink of death and with
a solid smile say, "I'm glad I did tilat."
--30-(Yarb::>rough is a student at Samford University who works in the school's information office.)
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