
NATIONAL OFFICE 
SBC Executive Committee 

901 Commerce #750 
Nashville. Tennessee 37203 

(615) 244-2355 

, Neya Sonlcm of the Southern Baptist Convmntlon W~imer C. Fields. D~rector 
Dan Martin. News Ed~tor 

Marv Knox, Feature Ed~tor 

BUREAUS 
ATLANTA Jim Newton. Chief, 1350 Sprlng St., N.W., Atlanta. Ga. 30367, Telephone (404) 873-4041 
DALLAS Thomtrs J. Brannon. Chief, 703 Baptlst Bulldlng. Dallaq Texas 75201, Telephone 1214) 741-1008 
NASHVILLE (Baptist Sunday School Board) Lloyd T. Householder, Chief, 127 Ninth Ave.. N., Nashville, Tenn. 37234. Telephone (615) 251 -2300 
RICHMOND (Foreign) Robert L Stanley, Chief, 3806 Monument Ave., Richmond, Va. 23230. Telephone (804) 353-0151 
WASHINGTON Stan L Hasley, Chiel, 200 Maryland Ave., N.E., Washmglon, D.C. 20002, Telephone (202) 544-4226 

April 15, 1986 86-54 

Baptist Friends Try To Make 
Sense O f  FBI: Killer' s Life By Greg Warner 

MIAMI (BP)-+¶embers of M i a m i ' s  Riverside Baptist Church knew B i l l  Matix a s  a quiet ,  hard- 
working man struggling t o  overcome h i s  f i r s t  wife's violent death. They are  hard-press& t o  
explain the 34-year-old's role i n  the death of two FBI agents i n  a shootout tha t  also cost  Matix 
h i s  life. 

Matix and Michael P l a t t ,  32, a close friend, ne ighbr  and business associate, were shot t o  
death April 11 i n  the M i a m i  suburb of Kendall a f ter  what was labeled the bloodiest gunfight i n  
FBI history. 

Police say Matix and Platt, s u s p c t s  i n  s i x  M i a m i  bank and armored car robberies and four 
murders, were overtaken by seven FBI agents pursuing the pair i n  four cars. Matix, an ex-Maxine 
armd with a semi-autcmatic r i f l e ,  emerged £ran h i s  disabled car and, according t o  police, ki l led 
two FBI agents. The other f ive  a l l  were wounded. 

As the suspects then t r i ed  t o  f l e e  i n  one of the cars, a wunded agent crawled t o  the car 
window, s t d  and shot them both. 

men police had d i f f i cu l ty  linking such violence t o  the l i f e s ty les  of their  tvm chief 
s u s p c t s  i n  the robberies--men they described a s  "good fathers" and "family men." 

"We thought we would f ind a bunch of n m a z i  survivalists  who didn' t  care i f  they lived o r  , 

died, MetreDade Sgt . Tony Monheim told the Mimi Herald. "This was a real shock. " 

Both Matix and P l a t t  l ived i n  omfortable suburban M i a m i  hmes and were described by 
neighbors as quiet  and hard-mrking. They were partners i n  a landscaping business. 

Emit Ray, pastor of Riverside Church, where Matix was a m m k r  un t i l  about a year ago, told 
the Herald he counseled the young man several times a b u t  h i s  grief  over h i s  wife, who was 
stabbed t o  death i n  an unsolved rabbery/murder i n  Ohio i n  1983. "We thought W i l l i a m  Matix was a 
man who needed help," Ray said. "We didn' t  k n w  then how much." 

MBnbers of Riverside's s ingles group recalled Matix, who had a two-year-old daughter, dated 
,several m e n  f ran the church and seemed eager to remarry. Last sumner he met and married a 
'wanan fran Wayside Church and mwed h i s  memkrship there, Wugh he reportedly seldom attended. 
;The matriage lasted only a month. 

P la t t ,  whun  Matix met i n  the military, also l o s t  h i s  f i r s t  wife to a violent death. Regina 
P l a t t ' s  death, £ran a shotgun b las t  t o  the head i n  1984, was ruled a suicide. P l a t t  also 
remarried and lived with h i s  wife and four children. 

Matix was featured l a s t  month i n  an article i n  H a n e  Life, published by the ~ a p t i s t  Sunday 
School Board, i n  which he told of h i s  conversion t o  Christ ianity i n  1979, h i s  wifet s murder and 
h i s  e f fo r t  to recover. 

The a r t i c l e ,  by free-lance writer mris Miller, was based on Matix's personal testimony, 
which he reportedly had delivered often i n  revival services during the past few years. Reuben 
Herring, editor of the magazine, sa id  the article, one of 1,200 unsolicited manuscripts received 
each month, w a s  accepted for pblication 15 months ago. 

ne unidentified wanan who dated Matix said he was a gentle man who doted over h i s  
daugh?er. 
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"What bothers me about this whole thing is this was mebody I met in church, not in a bar," 
she told the Herald. "He would date scqmne a short: time and right away want to make a 
caranibnent. 1 felt sorry for him. I thought he want& to replace his wife because he was hurt 
so badly. " 

One Riverside member told the Herald Matix "always had sanething nice to say.. . . He talked 
the whole religious lingo like we do. I thought he was a very nice man, but I thought there was 
alot of hostility in him." 

-30- 

Board Elects Texan As Chairman, 
Reaffirms Its Seminary Policy By Bob Stanley 

Baptist Press 
4/15/86 

DEWEB, Colo. (BP)--By a vote of 38-32, the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board elected 
Robert E. Smith of Weslam, Texas, as its new chairman April 11. 

Smith, retired director of missions for the Rio Grande Valley Baptist Association, edged out 
C. Mark Corts, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in Winston-Salem, N.C. Both are veteran members 
of the 83-member board, which supervises the vmrk of more than 3,700 missionaries in 106 
countries. 

It was the closest the bard has come to a division resulting f ran the theological 
controversy which has gripped the Southern Baptist Convention in recent years. Corts, while a 
strong supporter of missions and the SBC Cooperative Program, was viewed by sane bard members as 
representing fundamental-mnservative viewpoints. Smith would be viewed by most as falling 
within moderateconservative ranks. 

M.W. (Buck) Buckalew, a layman £ram Falls Church, Va., was elected first vice chairman, 40 
to 31, over Howard Baldwin, a multimedia evangelist Erm Richmond, Va. The other two officers, 
Claude Kirkpatrick of Baton Rouge, La., seoond vice chairman, and Mary Dalton of Asheville, N.C., 
remrding secretary, were elected by acclamation. 

Contacted for cament, Corts said the similarity of the votes both for the chairman and the 
first vice chairman indicated to him that people were voting along "party lines." 

"My sense of concern lies not with the results--I can live with that--but with the process 
which sane of the bard members evidently employed in injecting politics, accusations, innuendo 
into the process," Carts said. He added, however, he respects Smith and in no way was trying to 
implicate him in this process. "I will support him fully," he said. 

Gene Triggs, bard manber frcm Y a m  City, Miss., said phone calls were made on bth sides 
before the election. "My concern was to elect saneone who would work well with Dr. Parks and the 
board staff in furthering the cause of mrld missions," he said. "I respect Mark (Corts) and 
feel he's a valuable member of the board. But I felt that Rob Smith, because of his service on 
various mnnittees and more recently as chairman of the board's Administrative Cornnittee, was 
ideally suited to be promoted to chairman of the board." 

A t  the same meeting, members of the bard' s Hlrman Resources Camnittee reject& a bid to 
appoint graduates of Mid-America Seminary directly without their having to do a year's study at 
one of the six seminaries spnsored by the Southern Baptist Convention. 

In a reprt to the full bard, the cona~littee reaffirmed the board's long-standing policy 
requiring that, for career missionary assignments where a seninary degree is necessary, "the 
degree must be £ran an SsC seminary or an accrditd saninary plus one year of study (26 semester 
hours) at an SBC sminary." 

Mid-America is located in Mm@is, Tenn., and supported directly by that city's 16,000- 
member Bellevue Baptist Church and other churches which accuse the Southern Baptist seminaries of 
beaming too liberal in their theology. Mid-America's faculty includes former Southern Baptist 
missionaries and places emphasis on missions. &llevuet s pastor, Adrian Rogers, has announced he 
is willing to be minated to succeed Charles Stanley as SBC president at the 1986 annual meeting 
in Atlanta. 

--more- 
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Proponents of the plan to appoint Mid-America graduates without further training at an SBC 
seminary emphasize many of its preachers feel c a l l 4  to missions b t  face financial obstacles in 
being required to do an additional year's study at an SBC seminary. 

The board's guideline statements, which were in effect before Mid-America was founded, were 
adopted primarily to deal w i t h  candidates fran Princeton, Yale, Fuller, Vanderbilt, Dallas 
Theological Seminary and others. The bard has said through statements it believes its 
mission= ies , suppr ted by Southern ~aptists , need the strong identification with the 
denanination and its goals which attendance at an SBC sminary helps provide. 

At the close of the three-day meeting, the board's outgoing chairman, Harrell R. Cushing of 
Gadsden, Ala., warned that board members need to unite in developing a "genuine and high level of 
real and honest--ess trust in each other and staff and in what we're doing." 

Cushing said he could rememkr the day before Southern Baptists became embroiled in the 
recent theological controversy "when we didn't ask, 'Whose side is this person on?' and I regret 
that we're asking that question today." 

He said he believes God has entrusted Southern Baptists with "the greatest missionary force 
the world has ever seen in all of Christendom." 

The devil, he warned, is always when he can create problems and difficulty in the 
cause of Christ. "If we' re not care£ ul, " ' he said, "we' 11 let the devil undermine the confidence, 
the trust, the camitment we ought to have in this which God really wants to bless in a great 
way. " 

Cushing also called on bard members personally to become involved in working to provide 
stronger financial support for foreign missions, fran the local church level up to the 
convention1 s ~ecutive Caranittee. 

"I do believe we ought to reach our country for Christ," he said. "I knm there are mre 
lost people in America than in many of the places where we serve in our world. But when you 
measure resources being expended totally to the people of this country (against) the needs of the 
foreign fields, not only those in which we are naw serving but those in which we ought to be 
serving, the comparison is almost unbelievable in the fact that the foreign mission enterprise is 
so greatly lacking in support and resources being made available to it." 

The board's April meeting was the first held in Colorado. It ended with an appointment 
service at Denver's Dawntown Auditorium Arena, where Baptists frm Colorado and neighboring 
states witnessed the naming of 69 new missionaries. Hundreds of people came forward at the close 
of the service to get pins signifying they will pray daily for world missions. 

One former missionary was reappointed and 64 journeymen were employed pending medical 
clearance and successful completion of training July 25. These additions will bring the total 
new personnel added so far this year to 158. 

Davis Saunders, director for work in Eastern and Southern Africa, presented an oval plaque 
on which the Ethiopian goverment expressed its appreciation for relief and rehabilitation aid 
which Southern Baptists have provided to Ethiopian drought victims. 

Recently the bard allocated another $1.6 million for hunger relief in Ethiopia, where 
Baptist missionaries and volunteers are operating five feeding centers. This brings total 
Southern Baptist dllocations for relief in that country to $3.9 million since the denomination 
opened its first feeding station in Rabel in early 1985. 

Ethiopian government officials have praised the Southern Emptist effort as a model they 
would like to see other relief agencies follaw. 

The board also mted $10,000 as "seed money" for an endawment to help provide scholarships 
for Southern Baptist black students wanting to enter seminary or blacks wanting to do mlunteer 
work overseas. The bard h o p s  black churches and others will contribute to the fund to make it 
possible for more blacks to participate in foreign missions. 

--more- 
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President R. Keith Parks updated members on response to h i s  February report to the b a r d  i n  
which he stressed the need for  Southern Baptists to be open t o  any changes that may be necessary 
i n  the i r  foreign missions outreach to a k m p l i s h  Bold Mission Thrust. Parks said he had received 
about 200 l e t t e r s  fran missionaries and 50 to 55 memos fram s taf f  offering thei r  suggestions on 
changes that may be needed. 

!Two key ideas that  have merged thus far, he said, involve se t t ing  up a t o p l e v e l  global 
evangelization strategy group and providing a special rocan a t  the bard  where visual displays 
a u l d  portray both current m r l d  trends and what needs t o  be done to share the gospel ef f ic ient ly  
i n  view of these rea l i t ies .  

Parks said he hopes t o  have more specif ic  propsals ready for the b a r d  t o  evaluate a t  its 
Ridgecrest, N.C., meeting i n  l a t e  June and then have def in i te  plans ready to present i n  October. 

-30- 
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EDUITEJ  BAPTIST CMJRCH MUSIC @XZERXE 
June 7-9, 1986 

Wieuca Road Baptist Church 
Atlanta, Georgia 

June 7, 1986 
~ a t u r d a ~  Afternoon, Session I 
Presidinq: Harry L. Cowan, president 
coordinator : G& Ingle, ed&ational, West 
1:30--Call to Order--Harry L. Cawan, minister of music, F i r s t  Baptist Church, New Orleans 

--Welmne t o  Wieuca Road Baptist Church--Rober t Snead, minister of music, Wieuca Road Baptist 
Church, Atlanta 

--Welcome to Georgia--Warren Fields,  director ,  church music department, Baptist Convention of 
the S ta te  of Georgia, Atlanta 

1:35--Worship--William J. Reynolds, leader, associate professor of church music, Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas; A 1  Travis, organist, professor 
of organ, Southwestern seminary, Fort Worth; Robert Blocker, pianist ,  dean, 
School of Music, Baylor University, Warn, Texas 

2: OO--Concert--Sbr t e r  College Chorale, Shorter College, me, Ga. ; John Jennings, director 
2: 30--Selected Repertoire Reading Session for  Church Choir-Don Fontana, minister of music, St. 

Andrews Presbyterian Church, Newport Beach, Calif.  
3 : 30-B .B. McKinney As Rananbered By The People--Rober t Bastings, editor emeritus, I l l i n i o s  

Baptist, Springfield, Ill. 
4 : 00--Concert--William N. Robinson Family, Kingsport, Tenn. 
4:30-Address: "Vignetts of The Music Minister I n  southern Baptist Lifew--Hugh McElrath, 

professor of church music, Southern Baptist T h ~ l o g i c a l  Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 
5:OO-Benediction--Gary Ingle, chairman, music depariaent, Southwest Baptist University, Bolivar, 

Mo. 

Saturday Evening, Session 11 
Presiding: A.L. "Peten ~ u t l e r ,  vice president, educational, chairman, School of Music, - 

Midwestern I3aptist- ~ h w l & g i c a l  seminary, ~ a n s a s '  city, Mo. - 
Coordinator: Paul Magar, denminational, w e s t ,  associate director, church music department, 

Baptist &era1 Convention of Oklahoma, Oklahana City 
- 

6:30--Mini-Concert--A1 Travis, organist  
6 : 50-Concer t--Dawson Memorial ~ a p t i s t  Church Choir, Birmingham, Ala. ; Bob Hatfield, director 
7 : 20-B.B. McKinneylWThe Churchman Year s t * - - W i l l i a m  J. Reynolds 
7 : 35-Chor a1  Techniques--Wn Fontana 

--Demonstration Choir--Wieuca Road Baptist Church Choir; Robert Snead, director 
8 : 35-Concer t--Kentuc& Baptist Chorale; Southern Baptist Theological Seminary Male Chorale; b n  

Hustad, director 
"The Revelation of St .  ~6h-1 the Divinew--Daninick Argento 

9:lO-Benediction--Don Browning, minister of music, F i r s t  Southern Baptist Church, Glendale, 
Ariz. 

--more- 
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June 8, 1986 
Sunday A£ ternoon, Session I11 
l:30-Registration desk opens 

-Music exhibits open 
2:3O--Mini-Concert-Robert Blocker, pianist 
2 : 50--Cancer t--Young Singers of Callam~olde, Atlanta; Stephen Ortlip, director 
3:20-B.B. McKinney-"The Denminational Yearsw-W. Hines Sims, retired director, church music 

department, Baptist Sunday School Board, Shalimar , Fla. 
3:354urch Musicians of Tanorraw - Part I 

1. Lewis  Oswalt, terror, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary student 
2. Angela Ray, soprano, Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary student 
3. David Mellni k , bar i tone, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary student 

4:05-Personal Developnent & Enrichment of the Church Musician: I. The Body-Ray Conner, 
director, church recreation department, BSSB, Nashville, Tenn. 

4:35-Concert--Georgetawn College Chorale, Georgetown, Ky.; Tony Whitfield, director 
5:05-Benediction-Ron ~ostic, dean, School of Music, Wingate College, Wingate, N.C. 

Sunday Evening, Session TV 
Presiding: Susan Clark, vice president, local church, minister of music, Oakdale Baptist Church, 

Brandon, Miss. 
Coordinator: Dick Hm, local church, east, minister of music, First Baptist Church, ~ichmond, 

KY 
7 : 00--Choral Worship--1Vieuca Road ~aptist Church Choir; Robert Snead, director 
7 : 304ffer tory Hymn--William J. Reynolds 

--Offer tory Prayer--W. Hines S ims 
-4f fertory--Mar k Hayes, pianist, musician and cmpser , Kansas City, Mo. 

7:45-PersonaL Developnent and Enrichment of the Church Musician: 11. The Mind4ohn Hw~ett, 
pastor First Baptist Church, Asheville, N.C. 

8: 15--Cmissioned Anthem: "Psalm of Celebrationw--Mark Hayes 
8 : 20-Concer t--Hardin-Sinmns University Choir, Abilene, Texas; Loyd Hawthorne, director 
8 : 50-Benediction-Har ry Eskew , professor of church music, New Orleans Baptist Theological 

Seminary 
9:OO-Reception-Sponsored by the department of church music, Baptist Convention of the State of 

Georgia and Wieuca Road Baptist Church 

June 9, 1986 
Monday Morning, Session V 
Presiding: Wade Davis, vice pxesident, deminational, associate director, church music 

department, Baptist Convention of the State of Georgia, Atlanta 
Coordinator: Ron Bostic, editor of plblications 
9:OO-Wrship-William J. Reynolds, leader; A 1  Travis, organist; Robert Blocker, pianist 
9 : 30-President' s Address-Harry L. Cowan 
9:45-30th Anniversary of SBCMC, 1957-1986-W. Hines Sims; Paul McCmn, retired director, 

church music department, Baptist Convention of the State of Georgia, Atlanta 
l0:15-Break 
10 : 45-Annual Business Session 

--Recqnition of SBCElC Charter Members 
--Recognition of Church Musicians (30 years or more of active service) 
-Recognition of SBCMC presidents 
--Presentation of Honorary Memberships--Ken Osbrink, retired minister of music, Central 

Baptist Church, Miami, Fla. ; Paul lubcCaranon: Robert Douglas, distinguished professor 
of musicology, Southwestern Seminary, Fort Worth 

--W. Hines Sims Award--Donald Winters, retired dean, School of Music, William Carey College, 
Hattisburg, Miss. 

11: 30-Concert--North Carolina Singing Churchmen; Charles Gat-, direztor 
12:OO-Benedictio~Mary June Tabor, associate director, church music department, Baptist General 

Convention of Oklahcma, Oklahcma City 

Monday A£ ternoon, Session VI 
Presiding: A. L. "Pete" Butler, vice mesident , education 
Coordinator : John Gardner , deminational, east, design and process specialist, church and staff 

support division, BSSB, Nashville, Tenn. 
-more-- 
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1:30-Worship-Willim J. Reynolds, leader; A 1  Travis, organist; m r t  Blocker, pianist 
2:OO--ConcertlSunior High Choir, First Baptist Church, Richardson, Texas; Gerald Ware, director 
2:30eir Enrichment: Motivation and Devebptler~t-Don Fontana 
3 : 15-Break 
3: 45-Concer t-JTennessee Baptist Chorale; Julian S. Suggs, director, church music department, 

Tennessee Baptist Convention, Brentd, Tenn. 
4:lS-Division Meetings 

Local Church........Chapel 
presiding: Susan Clark, vice president, local church 
Panel Discussion: "Hm To Have A Successful Youth Choir" 
Panel: Polly Epps, minister of music, First Baptist Church, Social Circle, Ga. 

Jack Gantt, minister of music, Tabernacle Baptist Church, CarroLlton, Ga. 
Billy Jack Green, minister of music, Eastside Baptist Church, Marietta, 
Ga. 

Denmination. ....... S101 
Presiding: Wade ~avis, vice president, denanination 
Address: "Current Trends in Congregational Songn--Terry York, literary design 

editor, church music department, BSSB, Nashville 

Education. ......... .Choir Room 
Presiding: A.L. "Peten Butler, vice president, education 
Address: "The Gospl In Musicw--Louis Ball, chairman, division of fine arts, 

Car son-Newman College, Jefferson City, Tenn. 
5 :  15-Adjourn for Dinner 

Monday 'Evening, Session VII 
6 : 45--Church Musicians ot Tanorrcrw - Part I1 

1. D~vid Kirk, tenor, Golden Gate Baptist Theological Saninary student 
2. Margie Story, soprano, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary student 
3. John Blizzard, bar itone, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary student 

7:15<oncert--Augusta First Baptist Church Choir, Augusta, Ga.; Glenn Adkins, directo~ 
7:45--Offertory Prayer--Donald Winters 

--Offertory--Jane Martin, organist, assistant minister of music, Wieuca Road Baptist Church, 
Atlanta 

7:SO-Concert--Frank Little, chairman, music department, Furman University, Greenville, S.C. 
8:20-Personal Developnent and ~~ickrment of the Church Musician: 111. !Phe Spirit--John Hewett 
8:50--Concert-Florida Singing Men and Wanen; Paul Bobbitt, director, church music department, 

Florida Baptist Convention, Jacksonville, Fla. 
9: 20-Installation of New Officers 
9:SO-Benediction-Hugh McElrath, president-elect 

-30- 

Church Musicians To Celebrate 
30 Years Of Canbined Strength 

Baptist Press 
4/l5/86 

A-A (BP)-Southern Baptist musicians will look to the past, present and future when they 
convene for the 30th anniversary session of the Southern Baptist Church Music Conference in 
Atlanta June 7-9. 

"We will be celebrating 30 years of strengthening musicians through fellowship and through 
spiritual and musical renewal," said Harry Cawan, president of the organization and minister of 
music at First Baptist Church of New Orleans. The meeting will be held at Wieuca Road Baptist 
Church imnediately prior to the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting June 10-12. 

"We are going to take a look at the church musician-the past, present and future," Wan 
said. "We started (as an organization) in Chicago in 1957. We will take a look at our 
roots,...and came up to the present day. Then we will have six seminary students share 
performances with us as we look at church musicians in the future. 

--more- 
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"We also w i l l  observe the 100th anniversary of the bi r th  of B.B. McKinney, Southern 
Baptists' best-knm writer of gospel hymns, ", he n o t d .  "We w i l l  have p p l e  w b  have been 
closely associated with hi-W. Hines Sims and W i l l i a m  J. Reynolds, b t h  former directors of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Bard'  s church music department, and Fbbrt Hastings, h i s  
biographer--sharing sane things about his l i f e  and the contributions he made t o  Southern 

I 
~ a p t i s t s .  " 

I n  addition, part icipants  w i l l  focus on the body, mind and s p i r i t  of the church musician, he 
said. Ray Comer, director  of the Sunday School Board's church recreation department, w i l l  speak 
on the body. John H e w e t t ,  pastor of F i r s t  Baptist Church of Asheville, N.C., w i l l  discuss the 
mind and sp i r i t .  

I The conference also w i l l  feature the premiere of the organization's anthem camnissioned for  
t h i s  year, "Psalm of Celebration" by ccanposer Mark Hayes of Kansas City, Mo. 

I 
Don Fontana, minister of music a t  St. Andrews Presbyterian Church i n  Newport Beach, Calif., 

and former music conductor a t  the  Crystal Cathedral i n  Garden Grove, Calif., w i l l  lead three 
sessions on professional s k i l l  developnent. 

-30- 

(Editor ' s Note: Follawing is the third i n  a four-par t series exploring the implications of the 
ongoing school prayer debate. ) 

Despite Resolution, Baptist 
Views Vary On School Prayer By Kathy Palen 

Baptist Press 
4/15/86 

WASHTNGICN (BP)-Messengers to the 1982 Southern Baptist Convention approved a resolution 
supporting a then-pending consti tut ional  amendment, sponsored by President Reagan, tha t  would 
have banned any constitutional prohibition of vocal prayer in  public schools. 

I The resolution traced the "cansiderable mnfusion as to the r ights  and privileges guaranteed 
by the rnnst i tut ion with regard to wayer i n  schmls" to 1962 and 1963 Supraw Court decisions. 
It also cited p b l i c  school o f f i c i a l s  and l w e r  murts' frequent misinterpretation of ,those 
decisions as a "ban on voluntary prayer ." 

I n  sp i t e  of that resolutiow-the one most recently approved by SBC messengers-Baptists 
within the mnvention hold varying opinions on legis la t ion  of prayer i n  p lb l i c  schools. 

Skeet Wrkman, a memkr of Calvary Baptist Church i n  Lubbck, Texas, said she favors school 
prayer because "God lwes nations that honor him and place him f i rs t . "  She said the Supreme 
Cow t' s decision t o  rmovc pKayer f ran  public school c l a s s r m s  "broke God' s heart. " Following 
that  1962 decision, along with the  high court' s decision on a r t i o n  i n  Roe v. Wade, "the moral 
climate i n  America began to change," Wrlanan said. 

I Noting the apathy of Christians about the school prayer issue, Workman-who mwed adoption 
of the 1982 SBC resolution-said, "Sanetimes I think we're mre afraid of what people think than 
what God does. As Christians we sbould say, 'Let our children pray.'" 

I A Ric-nd, Va., pastor, however, cal led "organized and o f f i c i a l  prayer observances" i n  
public schools inappropriate b u s e  they violate the principle of separation of church and 
s ta te .  

I 
"People have forgotten that the fact is the law has to be written to a v e r  a l l  cases," said 

James Slatton, pastor of Richondts  River Road Baptist Church. "When they t r y  to insinuate the i r  
own religious preferences in to  the public arena, they f a i l  to real ize tha t  apens the door to all 
kinds of abuses." 

I I n  agreement w i t h  Slatton is the pasimr of a Southern Baptist church i n  the predominantly 
Mormon s t a t e  of Utah. "Being i n  an area where we are the  minority, 1: real ize the danger of 
legislat ing such an issue," said Terry ~inchw-prof£ itt, pastor of S a l t  Lake City' s University 
Baptist Church. 



Page 8 Baptist Press 

MimhowProffitt said many Southern Baptists are unaware of the ramifications of legislative 
action on school prayer. Describing h i s  m situation, he said any religious observance, 
including prayer, in  Utah plblic -1s muld to sane extent have a Mormon bias. While that  
bias probably would be expressed in  subtle ways, "students who don't understand could get swept 
up i n  i t , "  he said. 

Workman said she does not accept such an argument against sdx3ol prayer. "We underestimate 
what Jesus Christ can do," she said. "God plus m e  is a majority." 

Coercion should not be used t o  involve schoolchildren in prayer, said Wayne Allen, pastor of 
Briarcrest Baptist Church i n  Menrphis, Tenn. 

"I am very strongly supportive of students' having the right t o  gather i n  voluntary groups 
outside the classroan to pray togeeher," A l l e n  said, adding, "I don't want a n w y  being coerced 
into being i n  a prayer group or session." 

Allen said while he s u p r t s  students' having equal access ta school f ac i l i t i e s  for 
extracurricular act ivi t ies  such as prayer groups, he does not think a student who does not 
believe in prayer should have t o  participate. Nor, he added, does he think that  student should 
be forced t o  l is ten t o  a prayer within the c l a s s r m  setting. 

The president of a Southern Baptist mllege shares Allen's views. Larry Lewis, president of 
Missouri's Hannibal-Lsrange College, said he supports equal access legislation because it 
"allows the same privilege t o  religious groups as to any other group." 

Lewis said, hawever, he is "reticent to favor any law that m l d  ins is t  on prayer and Bible 
reading in  a school program. l' H e  said plblic schoolteachers, who are paid government employees, 
should not lead children in  re l ig iws  exercises or teaching. 

As for the s i lent  prayer amendement rm awaiting U.S. Senate action, Slatton called the idea 
"silly." Be said no such l q i s l a t i o n  is needed, since s i lent  prayer already is possible in 
public schools. 

Allen said the right t o  s i len t  prayer is a "moot question1' since a person could pray 
si lently even "in a Siberian concentration campw because no one else  would know a b u t  it. A s  to 
a legislated m e n t  of silence in public schmls, Allen said, "I don't see great value i n  it-- ' 

except maw in  saying we have the right." 

Slatton argued proponents of school prayer actually are "talking about the right t o  impose I 
religious observances on people." H e  said he would l ike  "to explode the nonsense of banning God" 
frm the c l a s s r m ,  since "you can' t ban God f ran any place." What the Supreme Court decisions 
of the 1960s did do, Slatton said, was to protect students £ran being required " to  go through 
religious observances while on school property under the suprvision of the state." 

Students should have the right to believe and also the right not t o  believe, Slatton said. 
H e  s m e d  up the school prayer issue with the i l lustration that "it is a good thing t o  take a 
bath, bu t  mt on Main Street at high m." 

-30- 

Southern Seminary Trustees 
Stress Confidence In  Faculty 

Baptist Press 
4/15/86 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)--After investigating a11 aoncerns raised by the Southern Baptist 
Convention Peace C a n n i  t tee,  trustees of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary i n  Louisville, Ky. , 
m e n d e d  the seminary faculty as  teaching and writing i n  amordance with the seminary' s 
statement of faith. 

Meeting i n  annual session April 7-9, trustees voted 39-12 to &pt a unanimous report by the 
11-member trustee A a i c  Personnel Camittee. The report concluded "the faculty m-rs cited 
i n  the wncerns have both taught and written in  acoordance with and not mntrary to the Abstract 
of Principles. I' 
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The Abstract of Principles is the 1858 s t a t m t  of faith included i n  the  seminary charter 
and is signed by all faculty a t  Southern. 

The repr t  added Itall faculty members sh&ld be comnended for  the i r  sincere quest for  t ru th  
and should be encouraged to continue such quest i n  the  years ahead." 

Seminary President Roy L. Honeycutt said the  ccmni t te ,  i n  its discussion, "recqnized many 
of the concerns raised to be lqitimate questions of individual Southern Baptists which deserved 
serious mnsideration. The o m n i t t e e  sought to ac t  redemptively i n  each si tuat ion,  and 
determined, follawing extensive examination, tha t  a l l  faculty are teaching and writing within the  
guidelines of the Abstract of Principles." 

While maintaining the  Abstract of Principles as the governing statement of faith for  
Southern seminary, the trustees joined the  seminary faculty i n  affirming the  1963 Baptist Fai th 
and Message Statanent and requested it be used i n  the r m e n d a t i o n  of faculty to teach a t  the 
seninary. Tn a unanimously-adopted 1984 declaration, the seminary stated,  "We further support 
and m e n d  with other Southern Baptis ts  the 1963 'Baptist Fai th and Message, ' specif ical ly its 
statement on the Bible." 

I n  one of the i r  f i n a l  actions, t rus tees  adop t4  a Resolution of Thanksgiving i n  which they 
expressed appreciation to Honeycutt, theology dean G. W i l l i s  Bennett and faculty mgnbers a b u t  
whcm concerns were expressed by the  Peace Cunnittee for the way i n  whi* they "took seriously 
the i r  need to respond cooperatively and openly t o  the concerns." 

Honeycutt indicated appreciation for  the  work of the seminary's trustees. "We are thankful 
for  the board of trustees and for  the divers i ty  which they representtn he said. 

I n  other actions, t r u s t e s :  

-designatd the chapel i n  the  proposed C-s Center Canplex a s  the Badgett Dillard 
Memorial Chapel, homring the  33-year service of the seminary's executive vice president who died 
on March 29. They a l s o  atmounced establishment of a memorial fund for  t h i s  p u r p s e  and invited 
contributions of persons wishing to homr the  veteran administrator. 

--heard Honeycutt's president 's report, i n  which he announced major g i f t s  to ta l l ing  more 
than $3 million i n  the f i r s t  quarter of 1986, and reported a rise i n  spring enrollment, including 
a 20 percent jump i n  entering students a t  the master's level.  

--adopted an operating budget of $13,226,805 for the 1986-87 f i s c a l  year, and a $650,000 
cap i t a l  need hdget. 

--increased the sa lary  sca le  for a l l  seminary employees by 3 p r c e n t .  

--elected three new menbers to the bard  of directors  of the Southern Seminary Foundation- 
Charles Barnes of Louisville, Ky. ; Weldon Co le  of Stanford, Conn. ; and Judy R o s e  of London, Ky. 

--elected new off icers  for the board-Perry Webb, pastor of F i r s t  Baptis t  Church, Baton 
Rouge, La., chairman; Emil W i l l i a m s ,  pastor of F i r s t  Baptis t  Church, Jonesbro ,  Ark., f i r s t  vice 
chairman; George Steincross, pastor of Semnd Baptist Church, Liberty, Mo., second vice chairman; 
and Fred Pf annenschmidt , president of Gibo@fannenschmidt Realtors, Louisville, secretary. 
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Mercer Wins $2.4 Million 
I n  Federal Asbestos S u i t  

Baptist Press 
4/15/86 

MAm, Ga. (BP) -A Federal Court jury has awarded Mercer University $2.4 million i n  damages 
against tw manufacturers of asbests-containing material dismvered and removd f r m  Mercer's 
buildings. 

The jury' s April 11 award includes aompensatory damages for  the costs Mercer incurred i n  
removing the  products £ran three buildings on the Mercer Atlanta camps and $1 million i n  
punitive damages against each of the  tw def endants--National Gypsum Canpany and W.R. Grace and 
CanPany - 

--mre- 
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Mercer brought s u i t  i n  April 1985 t o  reaover th& costs of remving and replacing the abestos 
materials i n  buildings on b t h  its Mamn and Atlanta camplses. The materials of concern have 
the potential to release respirable asbesfms 'fibers which have been associated with cancer and 
other diseases. The Macon buildings were excluded from the case i n  March because of the s ta tu te  
of limitations. 
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Braidf ao t  Cites Dangers 
O f  Legalized Garbling By m n a  Kent 

- * 

Baptist Press 
4/15/86 

NEW ORLEANS (BP) -"If w think w e  w i l l  ever proclaim the gospel t o  the en t i re  world while 
lacking the mral comnitment- t o  keep .l;egalized gambling out of our awn states and h e s ,  we1 re 
kidding ourselves," said Larry BraidEmt i n  a chapel address a t  New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 

The director of Christian ci t izenship developnent for the Southern Baptist Christian Life 
C m i s s i o n  said gambling is "resorting t o  short-range solutions to problems that  can only be 
solved by long-range planning. W e  are king encouraged to care for our awn needs and not look 
out for the needs of others," 

Braidfwt,  author of "Gmbling: The Deadly Sin," said Americans wagered $152 bi l l ion  i n  
legalized gambling i n  1985, and there are an estimatwl eight million impllsive gambl-ers i n  the 
nation t&y. 

"Impulsive gambling is the same as alooholism," he said. 'The only difference is that  
impllsive gambling is harder t o  cure." 

The president of Scient i f ic  Games, a corporation which "spends millions of dollars getting 
l o t t e r i e s  established i n  states,"  reported that  not: one s t a t e  lo t t e ry  game is played primarily by 
the m i d d l e  or upper-class pop la t ion ,  Braidfmt mted. 

"And yet you v i s i t  10 minutes with the mayor-elect of New Orleans and he s p u t s  a different  
s tory told by the gambling industr ies fran studies tha t  say everyone who plays is nice and white 
and makes sanewhere between $15,000 to $30,000," he said. 

"Lq is la to r s  are so gull ible.  What do they expect the lo t t e ry  industry t o  say? That we're 
taking bread and m i l k  money out of the mouths of children?" 

Braidfmt also said bankers and rea l  e s ta te  salesmen w b  believe they can keep taxes down by 
supporting legalized gambling may be surprised when bankruptcy occurs as a resu l t  of 
embezzlgnent . 

As an example, he told the s tory  of a man who over s i x  months wagered $9 million and l o s t  i n  
an Atlantic City casino. The bank the  man worked for soon discovered it was $9 million short. 

"The temptation of the state is to look out  for its own needs and not others," said 
Braidfmt. Hmever, he emphasized a basic concern of the United States government as set forth 
i n  the Constitution is "to prmte the  generd  welfare." 

"That1 s sanething Christians and non-Chr i s t i ans  a l i k e  can certainly agree on more than we've 
been able to," he said. 

Nevertheless, many people do not oppose legalized gambling for fear of being laheled as 
"meddling, conservative, bleeding-hear t, do-gooders, 'I he said. 
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(Breena Kent is a student newswriter a t  New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.) 
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