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Texas Acteen Hurt 
I n  T ra f f i c  Mishap 

WACX), Texas (BP) --A 13-year-old Acteen £ran University Bapt i s t  Church i n  Por t  Wr th ,  Texas, 
is i n  c r i t i c a l  condition i n  Fort W r t h ' s  H a r r i s  Hospital following a March 7 car-pedestrian 
accident on the  Baylor University campus. 

Stef ani  Johnson, daughter of Crawford and Karen Johnson of For t  M r t h ,  has been i n  a ccma 
since being admitted to Warn's Providence Hospital shortly after the 9:30 p.m. accident. She 
was t ransferred from Providence to Harris Hospital  March 10, where doctors are reported t o  be 
"cautiously optimistic" a f t e r  a CAT scan. 

Tm other Acteens and their 33-year-old leader--all f ran University Bapt i s t  Church--also 
were hospitalized during the  weekend with in ju r i e s  resul t ing Erm the same accident. The four 
were i n  Waco for "Acteens Impact 1986, l' t he  annual Acteens conference held at Baylor. Acteens is 
a missions e u c a t i o n  organization for g i r l s  ages 12 through 17. 

I 

Thirteen-year-old Carr ie  Bass, daughter of C.L. and Charlene Bass of For t  Worth, was 
hospitalized a t  Providence i n  critical a n d i  t i on  during the  weekend, but her mndi t ion  was 
upgraded to  "serious" on March 9. The next day, she was i n  the intensive ca re  un i t  i n  "s table  
but serious" condition, and on the  day a£ t e r  , she was being moved o u t  of intensive care, w i t h  her 
condition l i s t e d  as "sat isfactory.  " 

Kelly Lynn Greene, 14 ,  daughter of Charles and Minnie Greene of For t  Worth, was hospitalized 
at Wacol s Hillcr e s t  Bapt i s t  Medical Center during the weekend. Greene remained i n  Hillcrest 
u n t i l  March 9, when she was taken home to F o r t  Worth. She is  awaiting knee surgery a t  A l l  
Saints '  Hospital i n  For t  Worth. 

Melanie Tate, 33, t h e  g i r l s '  Acteens leader,  was transported f r m  H i l l c r e s t  March 10 a f t e r  
being l isted i n  s t ab l e  condition throughout t he  weekend. She was taken t o  All Sain ts '  Hospital 
i n  Fo r t  Worth, where she w i l l  undergo surgery on both legs.  Her husband is Mahlon Tate  of For t  
Worth. 

The dr iver  of the car ,  a Baylor senior ,  was not injured i n  the  accident. He was issued a 
traffic c i t a t i o n  fo r  f a i l u r e  to prove l i a b i l i t y  insurance. The c i t a t i o n  is considered a "pending 
charge," which means the person has 14  days to contest  the  c i t a t i on ,  or i n  t h i s  case, to provide 
p rmf  of l i a b i l i t y  insurance. N o  other charges have been f i led .  

--3o-- 
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WA03, Texas (BP) --Before Friday, March 7, not that many people knew who Carr ie  Bass, SteEani 
Johnson, Kelly Greene and Melanie Tat@ were. 

By Monday morning, March LO, people throughout the  nation were praying f o r  them a l l ,  by name 
--including 7,000 scouting leaders  and thousands more Wanan's Missionary Union groups f r m  every 
s t a t e .  

The four were part of a large group of Acteens and their counselors who le f t  University 
~ a p t i s t  Church i n  Fo r t  Worth t o  at tend the  annual Adeens conference March 7-9 a t  Baylor 
univers i ty  i n  Waco. On the opening night  of the  meeting, which drew almost 2,500, t he  four were 
struck by a car  a s  they crossed a street on campls. 
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Imnediately, the -unity responded. F i r s t  on the scene were sane Baylor students who had 
lingered around campus even though the i r  spring break had begun hours before. They surrunoned 
emergency vehicles, ran to the i r  dorm rooms to gathek blankets to cover the  four u n t i l  help could 
ar r ive  and then aided cirmpus police a s  they blocked t r a f f i c  around the  scene. 

One of the students cal led Ron Durham, pastor of Columbus Avenue Baptist Church, Warn, who 
went to Warn's Hi l lc res t  ~ a p t i s t  Medical Center and Providence Hospital, arr iving soon af ter  
ambulances brought the victims in. 

Durham called James Carter,  pastor of University Church i n  Fort  Worth t o  inform him of the 
accident, and Carter, i n  turn, began notifyi.ng family mgnbers, church s t a f f  and church members. 

When the families began arr iving a t  the hospitals, they were met by Waco pastors, Baylor 
o f f i c i a l s  and students, and concerned Acteen leaders f r m  the Baptist General Convention of Texas 
s t a f f .  Durham and W i l l i a m  H i l l i s ,  Baylor executive vice president, m a n  arranging lodging for  
the families, since Waco hotels  were f u l l  with Acteens. Some stayed i n  Baylor apartments, others  
with families of Columbus Avenue Baptis t  Church members. 

It was not un t i l  nearly dawn on Saturday tha t  those who had came to help s l m l y  began t o  
leave. Most went h e  for  only a few hours sleep before returning, once again, t o  sit with the  
families. 

Shortly a f t e r  the accident, Jim Johnson, interim pastor of Waco's Calvary Raptist Church, 
and A.A. Hyden, Baylor vice president for  student a f fa i r s ,  went to the  La Quinta hotel  where the 
rmainder of the University Baptis t  Church Acteen group was staying. They ministered to them for  
several hour s t  praying and counseling with the group. 

"They rea l ly  weren't aware of the gravity of the s i tua t ion  a t  tha t  p i n t , "  Johnson said 
l a t e r .  "None of us knew j u s t  how seriously Stef ani and Carrie had been injured. B u t  they were 
still in  shock over what had happened. They i u s t  needed saneone who could t a l k  t o  them ca1.mly 
and p a y  with them." 

I n  the hours af ter  the accident, fr iends f r m  Fort  Worth and members of the Warn wmmuni ty 
gathered a t  the hospitals. Outside t h e  intensive care un i t  a t  Providence Hospital., where Carrie 
and Stefani were fighting for  t h e i r  l ives ,  "the waiting roam was packed with ~ p l e , "  Johnson 
said. "The families are  r ea l ly  surrounded by a lot of people who care about them and w h o  love 
them. " 

C.L. Bass, Carrie 's  father ,  was surprised a t  the outpouring of love. "I think our whole 
church came," he said. Bass to ld  of a prayer chain of scouting leaders tha t  was activated by a 
church member who is a leader i n  University ~ a p t i s t  Churchf s scouting program. "Wrd came t o  us 
tha t  there were 7,000 scout leaders throughout the nation involved i n  this prayer chain," he 
said. 

H e  also told of "tremendous supportn f r m  Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary i n  For t  
Worth, where he is a faculty member--su~port including personal phone cal ls  from Saninary 
President Russell Dilday and other colleagues on the faculty and s t a f f .  "Everyone has been so 
good to u s  ," Bass said. 

Baylor President Herbert H. Reynolds and h i s  wife, JOY, a l s o  have k e n  regulars a t  the  
hospitals,  along with other members of the Baylor faculty and st&£. 

"I wish everyone could have seen hcrw Baylor responded i n  love and cc~npassion and help to the 
families during these circumstances," Durham said. "It was jus t  a beautiful thing to behold. 
People reached out t o  other people tha t  they didnl t even knaw, and it was beautiful. " 

-30- 

Philippine Baptis ts  Joined 
Others To Prevent Bloodshed By Jan H i l l  

Baptist Press 
3/11/86 ' 

JAWILA, Philippines (BP) --Baptist church members i n  the Philippines were m n g  other 
Christians joining a "peopleprwer" movement t o  prevent bloodshed during four days i n  l a t e  
February when m n t r o l  wer the country shifted to President Corazon Aquino. 

--mr +- 
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Baptists were among the million people whose r a l l i e s  formed a human h f f e r  separating 
mil i tary forces loyal to former President Ferdinand E. Marms and forces rebelling against him. 
The rebels were led by Maras'  former d e p t y  armed forces chief, L t .  Gen. Fidel V. FMnos, and h i s  
defense minister, Juan Ponce Enrile, who announced on Saturday, Feb. 22, t he i r  backing of Aquino 
as president of a new government. Ramos and E n r i l e  cal led the r a l l i e s  "people p e r . "  

Though Baptist church members supported both sides of the confl ict  between Aquino and 
Marcos, they prayed together for a peaceful resolution t o  it. They were among other evangelicals 
and Catholics who opened thei r  sanctuaries and formed "chains" of people t o  pray for  the country 
before, during and a£ te r  the national elect ion tha t  both candidates claimed t o  win. 

After a tense Saturday night i n  which Filipinos began responding t o  R m s  and Enr i le ' s  plea 
for unarmed c i t izens  t o  surround and seal off thei r  headquarters a t  C a p  Aguinaldo and nearby 
Camp Crame, Baptist churches throughout Manila f i l l e d  as pastors c a l l d  the i r  members to pray. 
Party a f f i l i a t i o n  among the mgnbers made no difference. 

Military Col. Rmy Montero, a member of International Baptist Church i n  metropolitan Manila, 
was a t  Camp Aguinaldo when Rmos and Enrile announced they were breaking with Farms. Montero 
helped s e t  up barricades along Epifanio de 10s Santos St ree t ,  a major Manila artery,  which runs 
between the two camps, and gathered intelligence repr  ts to prevent mil i tary confl ict .  

Monday morning Montero said he prayed harder than he ever had prayed i n  h i s  l ifetime, as he 
watched mil i tary helicopters sent  f run Marcos flying toward the camp with orders to bomb and 
s t ra fe  the r e b l  stronghold. The helicopters landed a t  the camp and the t r m p s  were wel.med. 
"I had claimed the pranise of God, and asked for  a miracle," he said. "I saw the hand of God i n  
everything tha t  took place." 

Montero circulated i n  the crowd and encouraged prayer. He prayed for God to answer the 
nation's need, he said. "Many of the people (Catholics) brought their  images of the v i rg in  Mary 
and idols t o  the ra l l ies .  My prayer was for God t o  look beyond a l l  of t h i s  and answer our need 
of the hour." H e  w a s  pleased t o  see mmbers of h i s  church among the crawds t e l l ing  a b u t  the 
gospel and the love of Eod, and handing out t rac ts .  

Tuesday evening, jus t  before M a r c a s  fled h i s  hcme and offices i n  Malacanang Palace, Montero 
went on government-run television t o  ask volunteers t o  assemble i n  front of Camp Crane and clean 
up a£ te r  the crowds. About a thousand people came, with brooms and buckets, They worked u n t i l  
the s t r ee t  was clean. 

One Filipino, a young man f rcm Village Baptist Church, joined the r a l l i e s  around the camps 
early one morning i n  response t o  reports tha t  tanks loyal t o  Marms were approaching. "By 5 
a.m. we formed a people's bat tal ion behind a barricade of cars," he said. "I was very afraid." 
He watched as  t h e  tanks approached and were plastered w i t h  Aquino campaign s t ickers  and yellow 
ribbons before they retreated. Later i n  the day many Filipinos among the crowd professed f a i t h  
i n  Jesus Christ af ter  Eddie Mesa, a former movie s t a r  and born-again Christian, sang and gave h i s  
tes t imny . 

Myra Gacul.ais, a manber of mangelical  Christian Raptist Church, participated i n  a special 
prayer meeting led by her pastor Sunday afternoon and the next day responded t o  a request over 
the radio for type AB blccd, rare among Filipinos. When she arrived a t  the hospital,  the  names 
of donors who had arrived before her took up f ive  pages. 

Those among the r a l l i e s  a u l d  feel the love for fellow countrymen, Gaculais said. "Everyone 
was friendly and smiling, volunteering fclbd. The r i ch  and the poor a l i k e  slept on the ground." 

I n  Baguio City, a b u t  f ive  hours m r t h  of Manila, students a t  the philippine Baptist 
Theological Seminary passed a resolution to have an all-day prayer r a l ly  and cancel classes 
during the week of the confl ict .  They organized a 24-hour p a y e r  chain. Sane wanted to go t o  
Manila to minister to the people and ac t  as agents of r m n c i l i a t i o n .  Their main concern was 
tha t  bloodshed bE! avoid&. 

--more-- 
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Another member of Internat ional  church, Henry Pascual, was one of several hundred p p l e  
standing a t  the  ga t e s  of Mdlacanang Palace after Marcos and many of h i s  c l o s e s t  associates  were 
a i r l i f t e d  to Clark A i r  Base. He,  l i k e  most ~ i i i p i n o ~ ,  had never seen the palace. He was mong 
those who persuaded a man climbing t h e  w a l l  not t o  r i p  down the  Philippine flag. "Don't take 
anything," he shouted. 

Pascual stayed on the  grounds of the palace with hundreds of others  fo r  four hours. H e  sa id  
he believed it was important for  him to pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  the  people-pwer rall.ies. "I f e l t  it was 
my Chris t ian duty," he said.  "I have been taught to obey aut:hority, but  I fe l t  the r a l l i e s  w e r e  
legitimate.  " 

-30-- 
(Jan H i l l  is missionary press representative for the Philippines.) 

Hunger Experts: Africa 
Crisis Not Over Y e t  By David Wilkinson 

Bapt i s t  Press  
3/l1-/86 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)--While the  Africa hunger crisis may no longer be Page One news, two 
Southern Raptis t  hunger experts have warned the  crisis is far  fran over. 

"Tremendous p r q r e s s  has been made, but to breathe a sigh of r e l i e f  when mil l ions of people 
still  face c r i t i c a l  food shortages would be premature and poten t ia l ly  disastrous,"  said Robert 
Parham, d i rec tor  of hunger concerns fo r  the  Southern Bapt i s t  Chris t ian L i f e  C m i s s i o n .  

Parham sa id  desperately-needed r a ins  i n  sane areas,  combined w i t h  mil l ions of do l l a r s  i n  
internat ional  a id ,  have relieved the  famine crisis i n  sane countries,  Parham said. Nevertheless, 
17 t o  19 mil l ion Africans t h i s  year w i l l  require  emergency assis tance because of continued f c d  
shortages . 

John Cheyne, Southern Bapt i s t  Foreign ~ i s s i o n  Board senior consultant for human needs 
minis tr ies ,  pointed o u t  Africa is still "only one m i n o r  drought away fran u t t e r  catastrophe." 
Cheyne recent ly surveyed Southern Bapt i s t  min is t r ies  i n  faminestr icken Ethiopia where the  
Foreign Mission Board has channeled $4 mil l ion for  hunger r e l i e f  and developnent. 

Ethj.opia has benefi t ted f ran "spotted, reasonably good rains" for the  1986 grawing season, 
he said,  and i f  the  r a in s  continue, t h e  country "may be i n  a p s i t i o n  t o  do sl . ightly be t te r  than 
l a s t  year. " Nevertheless, "these people are extremely vulnerable. They a r e  l i v i n g  on the edge 
of hman existence. " 

Parham said the United Nations Office fo r  Emergency Operations i n  Africa still includes s i x  
nations on its " c r i t i c a l l y  affected" list: 

-Angola, with more than 500,000 people facing severe food shortages while c i v i l  war 
d is rupts  the emmmy and hampers ag r i cu l tu ra l  recovery; 

--Mozambique, with 2.2 mi l l ian  people c r i t i c a l l y  affected a s  c i v i l  s t r i f e  mntinues; 

--Botswana, where drought continues for  t h e  f i f t h  consecutive year, leaving 600,000 of its 
1.1 mil l ion people with acute  food shortages; 

-Ethiopia, where the  t o t a l  of 6.2 mi l l ion  c r i t i c a l l y  affected people w i l l  climb a s  harvests 
i n  sane provinces a r e  depleted by l a t e  March; 

--Cape Verde, where a severe drought t h a t  began i n  1969 has l e f t  one-third of  its 300,000 
inhabitants facing cr i t i c a l  food shor taqes: 

-Sudan, where f i v e  mil l ion persons--near l y  one- fourth of the pop la t iow-a r  e c r i t i c a l l y  
affected and one mil l ion people i n  t h e  western part of the country face  s tarvat ion.  

Seven other nations are king m o n i t o r 4  c lose ly  &cause of continued food shortages i n  sane 
areas--Bur kina Faso, Chad, Lesotho, Mali, Mauritania, Niger and Sanalia. 

--more-- 
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UN re l ief  o f f i c ia l s  estimate the  continent still has $880 million i n  unmet energency needs. 
Parham pointed out these needs do not address'the massive problems associated with chronic 
malnutrition which af fec ts  mare than 30 percent of African children. 

In  the face of continued need, Parham and Cheyne expressed concern a b u t  the level  of 
giving t o  hunger re l ief  i n  1986. 

Cheyne said o f f i c i a l s  of one of the larges t  volunteer rel ief  agencies i n  the world told him 
declining funds w i l l  force the organization to cut  re l ief  to Ethiopia by 75 percent compared t o  
l a s t  year. Throughout h i s  v i s i t ,  he said, r e l i e f  workers repeatedly mentioned the problem of 
"donor fatigue." 

Among Southern Baptists, Cheyne not& the Foreign Mission Board received more than $5 
million for hunger re l ief  during the f i r s t  four months of 1985 following the news media b l i t z  
tha t  focused the attention of the world on the Africa c r i s i s .  While receipts i n  January 1986 of 
more than $1 million were only 19 percent less than January 1985, February receipts of $600,498 
were more than 61 percent less than the same month l a s t  year. 

"I hope February is not an indication of what w i l l  ha-n during the rest of the year," 
Cheyne said. 

Parham called on Southern Baptists,  who gave a record $11.8 million l a s t  year t o  danes t j .~  
and overseas hunger r e l i e f ,  t o  "let needs rather than news be the bas is  for our respnse." 

"Witbut continued aid," he said,  "the Africa c r i s i s  tha t  has moved to Page Three w i l l  
return as the Africa disaster on Page One." 

-30- 

Gallup: 74 Percent O f  Southern 
Baptists Say Religion 'Very I n p r t a n t '  Ry Stan Hastey 

Baptist Press 
3/11/86 

WASHINorON (Be) --Pollster George Gallup has r e p r t e d  that  more Southern Baptists--74 percent 
--say religion is "very imprtant" i n  the i r  l ives  than do members of any other major 
denminational b d y  i n  the  united States.  

Mormons f o l l m  closely, with 71 percent agreeing religion is "very important . " 
I n  a canprehensive survey conducted l a s t  year and released recently, the E a m d  pollster  

r e p r t e d  further that  55 percent of Lutherans describe thei r  rel igion as "very imprtant ,"  
followed by Catholics (54 percent) , Methodists (53 percent) , Presbyterians (46 percent) and 
Episcopalians (42 percent) . 

Overall, Gallup reported for h i s  Princeton Rel.igion Research Center, 55 percent of the 
American people say religion is "very important ,'I with 31 percent describing it as  " fa i r ly  
important" and 13 percent a s  "not very imprtant." Those figures have been s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
identical  for the past s i x  years. As recently a s  1965, however, 70 percent gave thei r  answer as 
"very important," and i n  1952 f u l l y  th reequar te r s  of the American people s o  described rel igion 
i n  their  l ives.  

Besides the 74 percent of Southern Baptists surveyed who responded with "very important," 
another 21 percent said rel igion is " f a i r l y  important" to them, with only 4 percent describing it 
a s  "not very imprtant .  " 

Another survey question, asked l a s t  November, yielded information tha t  45 percent of the 
American people believe rel igion "as a who1.e" is increasing its influence on plbl ic  l i f e ,  with 4 1  
percent saying religion is losing its influence. 

Answers to other questions showed l i t t l e  change in  religious practices i n  recent years. 
Sl ightly more than four adults i n  every 10 (42 percent) attend& church or  synagogue i n  a typical 
week i n  1985. Cment ing  on the figure, Gallup wrotie: "Churchgoing has remained remarkably 
constant since 1969 af ter  having declined £ram the high p i n t  of 49 percent recorded i n  1955 and 
1958. " 

--more- 
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Likewise, the proportion of a d u l t  church members "has also changed l i t t l e  i n  recent years," 
he r e p o r t d ,  with 71  percent m claiming membership i n  a church or synagogue. Such membership 
peaked i n  1947, when 76 percent s a i d  they belonged to a church or synagogue. 

Figures on the r e l a t i ve  importance of rel igion were based on in-person interviews with 7,649 
adul t s ,  18 and older ,  questioned during f i v e  selectd weeks during 1985. Attendance and 
membership f igures  came i n  response to in-person interviews with 5,093 adu l t s  mnducted i n  four 
s e l e c t d  weeks l a s t  year. 

Gallup estimated sampling and other randan e r ro r s  could account for  a 2 percent var iat ion i n  
e i t he r  d i rec t ion  i n  surveys of the size mnducted. 

-30- 

SBC Preschool Child C a r e  Bapt i s t  Press  
To Be 'Model' P r q r  am 3b1/86 

ATLAETA (BP) -Atlanta Bapt i s t s  w i l l  o f f e r  a model program of preschool ch i ld  care when the  
Southern Bapt i s t  Convention m e e t s  i n  t he  Georgia World Congress Center June 10-12. 

Total care w i l l  be offered fo r  up to  450 chi ldren who have not  y e t  entered the f i rs t  grade. 
During l a s t  year's SBC meeting i n  Dallas, a b u t  300 chi ldren were provided ch i ld  care; 100 more 
were turned away for lack of space. 

Tarany Gilrnore, preschool d i r ec to r  for F i r s t  Bapt i s t  Church i n  Atlanta,  and Carol Crowder , 
preschml director  for  Br i a rc l i f f  Bapt i s t  Church i n  Atlanta,  a r e  t h i s  year ' s  w c h a i r p e r s o n s  of 
the ch i ld  care carranittee. They said child care would be provided for a l l  SRC: sessions on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, bu t  not for  pre-convention meetings on Sunday and Monday. 

Only children of messengers frm churches outside the  metropolitan Atlanta a rea  w i l l .  be 
accepted. 

The ch i ld  care center,  located one f loor  above the main meeting h a l l  of the World Congress 
Center, w i l l  be f u l l y  s ta f fed  with volunteers and registered nurses. The convention f i r s t  a id  
center w i l l  be next door. 

The center w i l l  be open 30 minutes before the  music starts a t  each session and c lose  30 
minutes a f t e r  each session adjourns. A f ee  of $5 per ch i ld  per session w i l l  be charged, with 
maximum charge of $25 fo r  the  f u l l  three days. 

"We are working with the  Bapt i s t  Sunday School Board t o  put on a model demonstration of how 
to handle preschool children. W e  w i l l  have p u p t e e r s ,  an indoor playground and, i f  possible,  a 
pe t t ing  zoo," G i b r e  said.  

The f i v e  l a r g e s t  churches i n  metro Atlanta t h a t  have preschool d i rec tors  each w i l l  s t a f f  one 
session of the convention. A t  l e a s t  75 volunteers w i l l  be on duty a t  each session. 

Parents wanting ch i ld  care for t h e i r  children must make reservat ions by May 1, giving names 
and ages of chi ldren n d i n g  care. Write to SBC Preschaol Cmittee,  754 Peachtree S t r e e t  NE, 
Atlanta, GA 30365, or c a l l  (404) 881-1221. 

--30- 

Long-time College President 
H.D. Bruce D i e s  A t  Age 90 

Bapt i s t  Press  
3/11/86 

=A, Ga. (BP) -Harvey Daniel Bruce, president of Eas t  Texas Baptist University i n  
Marshall for  18 years, died i n  TOcca, Ga., March 2. 

Bruce, 90, was president of the Texas Bapt i s t  school £ran 1942 u n t i l  1960. H i s  wife, Merle, 
preceded him i n  death i n  December of 1983. 

During h i s  tenure a s  president,  Bruce sm, the m l l e g e  s t e p  up £ran two-year to four-year 
status. Twelve major buildings were added to the a m p s  and more than $1 mill ion was i n  the 
endowment when he r e t i r ed  i n  1960. 

--30- 
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EDITOFt'S WE: Follawing is the seoond of two articles on ethnic ministries by Roy Howard Beck, 
associate editor of the National Christian Reporter, The weekly newspaper is a non- 
denominational plblication of the United Methodist conferen~s of Texas and N w  Mexico. 

Church Planting Pays 
In Ethnic Cmunities By Roy Haward F3eck 

DALLAS (BP)--Residents of America's ethnic-mimrity neighbrhoods have seen it happening for 
a decade. 

Hundreds of Assemblies of God and Southern Baptist congregations have sprung up in their 
m u n i  ties. 

Often that church "planting" was done by individual, white congregations outside the 
neighbr M s .  

During the same decade, mainline Protestant denminations have star ted varied progr m s  to 
make their churches ethnically inclusive. 

But ethnic-minority neighborhoods have seen few new Christian (Disciples of Christ) , 
Presbyterian and United Methodist congregations , for example. 

Because mainline Protestants have started so few congregations in those neighbrms, it is 
not surprising, say Assemblies and ~aptist leaders, that they have not added many ethnic-minority 
members. 

Leaders of success£ ul minority ministries of the Assemblies and Baptists denominations 
talked to the National Christian Reporter about why they think their churches have reached goals 
that have eludd mainline Protestants. 

Creating congregations is a key ingredient in evangelizing unchurched ethnic minorities in 
this country, they said. 

Their ethnic-minority membership has g r m  between 50 and 70 percent the last 10 years while 
ethnic-mimr ity memkership in such denominations as Disciples, Presbyterian and United Methodist 
has barely grwn . 

Consider Hispanic ministries. 

Fran 1975 to 1984, the Assemblies of God developed 350 new Hispanic congregations. 

The Southern Baptist Convention, a much larger denomination, started 208 Hispanic 
congregations in 1983 alone. 

At most, mainline Protestant denaninations were starting a handful of Hispanic churches each 
year. 

Oscar I. Rcxno is head of the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board's mazing quiltwork of 
fast-grawing language ministries based in Atlanta. 

Ethnic-minority people primarily respond to an evangelical appeal sensitive to their 
culture, R m  said. 

Mainline Protestant churches too rarely make that appeal, he suggested. 

He said sane deminations seriously handicap their efforts by putting Hispanic preachers 
into seminary programs "aimed more at  ati in America and liberation theology." 

But Hispanic Americans have a different culture and interests than what seminaries often 
seem to suggest, he said. 

"You can' t take Hispanic people out of their ~ispanie~merican culture like that and then 
expect them to go back and evangelize their people," he contended. 

--mr e- 



341/86 Page 8 Bapt i s t  Press  
+ 

Rano acknowledged h i s  analysis l i k e l y  would draw debate. But undebatable is the fact the  
Southern Bapt i s t  Convention and t h e  ~ s s e m b l i e s  of G d  have beccme the  dominant Pro tes tan t  
presence i n  Hispanic c m ~ i t i e s .  

Southern Bapt i s t s  have more than 2,000 Hispanic congregations. The l a r g e s t  mainline 
Protestant  denomination, t he  United Methodist Church, has  only around 250. 

The Assemblies' e f f o r t s  among Hispanics are the  most diverse,  geographically. Their 1,125 
H i s p a n i c  congregations a r e  i n  t he  Northeast (198). Sautheast (60), Puerto R i c o  (176), South 
Central (280) , North Central  (47) and West (364). 

The focus--sane would say o b s e s s i o w b y  Southern Baptis ts  and Assemblies of Cad on s t a r t i ng  
new congregations doesn' t s b p  with Hispanics. 

R m '  s department deals only with e thnic  minori t ies  wha need or  des i r e  minis t r ies  involving 
languages other than English. But its def in i t ions  go far beyond the generalized Asian, Native 
Amer ican and Hispanic categories  of sane dencaninat ions. 

The Southern Baptis ts  have formed, fo r  example, 57 congregations for  13 d i f f e r en t  Middle 
East ethnic groups in  the United S ta tes .  

They have 95 congregations fo r  20 European language group;. 

They espec ia l ly  have been successful i n  organizing congregations of Asian groups--Chinese 
(151) , Laotians (85) and vietnamese (77) . 

The Southern Baptis ts  claim 446 American Indian congregations i n  97 t r i bes .  

Included i n  R m '  s language min i s t r i e s  are 798 "congregations/units. " 

I n  the s t a t e  of New York, 45 percent of Southern Baptis ts  a r e  ethnic  minori t ies ,  s a id  R. 
Quinn Pugh, executive director of the  Bapt i s t  s t a t e  convention i n  New York. 

"We get: a l o t  of Korean Presbyterians and Methodists who don't f ind a home i n  t h e i r  
denominations i n  the  U n i t 4  S t a t e s  because they want more of the evangelical masis  than 
American Presbyterians and Methodists of fer , "  he said.  

The Assgnblies of God doesn' t even have any record of a black Assemblies congregation u n t i l  
1970, s a id  Sherry Paul of the church's research of f ice .  P e n t m s t a l s  t radi t ional- ly  divided i n t o  
denominations according to race, she explained. 

Now the  denanination has more than 70 black congregations, f i ve  of them s t a r t ed  j u s t  l a s t  
year, she said.  

Enmanuel L. M e a l l ,  head of Southern Baptis ts '  black minis t r ies  department of the Hme 
Mission Board, a t t r i b u t d  his denamination' s big increases to: 

-"About eight  years ago we q u i t  s e l l i n g  our (white) churches i n  transitional. conanunities" 
and started black congregations i n  them. 

-A department of a b u t  70 "hame missionaries" helps i n  the  s t a r t i n g  of new black 
congregations . 

--The absence of a black caucus. "Many blacks have wanted to start a caucus, but  I' ve 
res i s ted  it," W a l l  said. "I 've seen the caucus method flop. I prefer t o  work within the  
system. Southern Bapt i s t  leadership has not been sens i t iven  to ethnic  representation i n  high 
of f ice .  "But we'  re going to g e t  our representation" and continue channeling most energy i n t o  
evangelizing unchurched blacks. 

--30- 
(Reprinted by permission of the National Christian Reporter, Dallas) 
(Artwork mai1.d to s t a t e  Bapt i s t  newspapers by Bapt i s t  Press) 
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Senator Advocates Reform 
I n  Jud ic i a l  ~ppointments By Kathy Palen 

WASHINGt'BI (BP) --Amid continuing debate over the U.S. Senate1 s role i n  the federal jud ic ia l  
appointment process, one senator has challenged h i s  colleagues to examine ways to improve t h a t  
process. 

Sen. Paul S h n ,  P-Ill:, expressed m m r n  about recent jud ic ia l  nominations-including 
nminees'  professional qua l l t y  and legal views-during an address a t  the National Press  Club. 

"We i n  the  Senate must think harder about how w e  can t r y  to assure t h a t  jud ic ia l  
appointments are the  bes t  possible," said Simon, w h ~ a l t h o u g h  i n  his f i r s t  Senate tern-heads 
the Democrats1 jud ic ia l  m i n a t i o n s  screening e f fo r t .  

Simon advocated the Senate's ac t ive  role i n  the appointment of federal judges, adding "there 
should be no autanat ic  presumption t h a t  t h e  president ge t s  the  judge he wants." 

I n  explaining why judic ia l  nominees should receive special  scrut iny by the  Senate, Simon 
sa id ,  "In cont ras t  t o  the president1 s m i n a t i o n s  to positions within h i s  own executive branch, 
appointments to the  judiciary a r e  to  a branch of governnent t h a t  is supposed to be independent of 
the  president and for  a duration exceeding h i s  own term of office." 

He p i n t e d  out  t ha t  during t h e  Reagan administration a majority of the federal judiciary 
w i l l  have changed membership and a subs t an t i a l  turnover i n  the U.S. Supreme Court still is 
possible. *'what is a t  s take i n  a l l  these changes is the character of our jud ic ia l  branch for  a 
generation and the  real-world meaning of our Constitution and federal  law," he said.  

I n  par t ic ipat ing i n  the appointment process, the  Senate f i r s t  shou1.d evaluate a nminee l s  
qua l i ty ,  Simon said. T h a t , q a l i t y  includes the m i n e e ' s  professional competence--intellectual 
capacity , l ega l  s k i l l s  and exper ience--as well a s  h i s  temper anent--open-mindedness , judgment , 
consistency and f a i r  play. 

Simon insisted senators need t o  be more demanding i n  t h i s  area than they have been i n  the 
past. During h i s  tenure on the Senate Judiciary C m i t t e e ,  he explained, 50 percent of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals nominees ranked next to the  b t t a n  on the American Bar ~ s s o c i a t i o n ' s  four-tiered 
ranking system. 

"For years, my image of federa l  judges was of t h s e  who are r e a l l y  s t e l l a r  members of the 
bar," Simon said. "That image, unfortunately,  is changing, fo r  m e  and for  many others.  Those 
a p p i n t d  t o  our federal  tench for l i f e  should be the best  the  l ega l  profession has t o  o f f e r .  
Too many c l e a r l y  a r e  not. " 

The senator said a more diff icul t - -yet  v i t a l l y  impor tan t -ans idera t ion  is the nominee1 s 
lega l  views, especial ly  regarding the meaning of the Constitution and the  role of federal  
cour ts . 

"This may be the most s igni f icant  i s sue  a b u t  the  confirmation process facing a senator 
t d a y , "  Simon said, "and it has broad implications fo r  the  judiciary and f o r  t he  country. 
"President Reagan has candidly s t a t e d  h i s  intent ion t o  t r y  to shape the  substantive d i r ec t ion  of 
our mns t i tu t iona l  law by m i n a t i n g  judges who share h i s  cons t i tu t iona l  views and who seem 
l i k e l y  to decide cases i n  accordance with them." 

Simon, who is not a lawyer, gave two fundmental reasons the Senate should examine a 
nominee's legal views. F i r s t ,  he  said, the  nominee's individual views about: l ega l  matters w i l l  
t o  m e  extent  affect decisions that minee  w i l l  make as a judge. Second, t he  naninee1s views 
were relevant to the president 's  decis ion to m i n a t e  him. 

The senator propsed a possible  standard for measuring tbse l ega l  views. That standard 
would pse  the question: ''Are t h e  m i n e e s l  views about the meaning of the Constitution and the 
role of federa l  courts  views which, a t  l e a s t  i n  t he i r  broad outl ines ,  the  senator believes are 
m r  rect ones? I' 

-more-" 
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T h a t  standard, sa id  Simon, would focus on nominees' views on key elements, such as majority 
and minority r igh ts ,  pr e s i d e n t i d  and congressional authority,  federa l  power and s t a t e  and loca l  
authori ty  and the meaning of the  F i r s t  Amendment. The standard, however, would not force a 
senator to  vote against  every nominee w i t h  whom he disagreed but would require  p o l i t i c a l  
comprmise on both s ides ,  he added. 

Implementing such a standard would requi re  t h e  Senate- in addition to using sources i n  the  
public record--to ask c e r t a i n  questions of the  nominees, Simon explained. He  s a id  appropriate 
questions would include those concerning the nmineel  s general views a b u t  t he  Constitution and 
cons t i tu t iona l  in te rpre ta t ion  and about par t icu lar  provisions of the Constitution. Questions 
about spec i f ics  should be used only to provide i l l u s t r a t i o n s  of the nminee ' s  views, not as a 
checkl i s t  for special-inter est groups, he a2ded. 

"Sane have already objected to questioning nminees about issues,  because, they say, t h i s  
path would be a new one for  the  Senate and they are uneasy for that reason," Simon said. ''men 
i f  t ha t  object ion were fac tua l ly  accurate,  it needs to he evaluated i n  l i g h t  of the way the  
president is systematically making ideological  nominations, moreso than any president since 
Franklin D. Rmsevelt." 

Because of that and other objections,  Simon said he has p r o p s &  the Senate Judic ia ry  
C m i t t e e  hold hearings on the  role of the  Senate i n  jud ic ia l  naminations. H e  is working through 
the  a m n i t t e e ' s  ranking Denomat, Sen. Joseph Biden of Delaware, t o  encourage the  conunittee 
chairman, Sen. Stran Thurmond, R-S.C., to set up such hearings. 

"We need to consider whether an ac t ive  Senate ro l e  w i l l  make the appointments process more 
p o l i t i c a l  and ideological,  thereby undercutting the  courts '  authori ty  and s ta ture ,"  Si~rlon said. 
"The Senate's willingness to play a more ac t ive  ro l e  may, i n  fact, be the bes t  s t ra tegy  for  
ultimately reducing the  r o l e  of ideology i n  the  process. 

"Senate pass iv i ty  i t s e l f  can allow the  l a w  t o  b e m e  t h a t  pendul~um swinging back and for th ,  
simply following ideological changes a t  t h e  White House. The Senate's will ingness t o  counter the 
president 's  nominations t h a t  are too ideological could well  induce the  president t o  prapose fewer 
such ncminees. The Senate 's  f a i l u r e  to  p lay  that r o l e  leaves today1 s a p i n t m e n t s  process 
i d e o l q i c a l ,  but so le ly  on the pres ident ' s  terms." 

-30- 
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