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Peace Cmittee Adopts 
Statement On Diversity By Dan Martin 

ATLANTA (BP) --A statanent acknowledging theolqical diversity within the Southern Baptist 
Convention was adopted by the SBC Peace Camnittee Feb. 24-25. 

The three paragraph statement "is an acknowledgement of the state of affairst1 in the 14.4- 
million-mmkr denomination, according to Peace Caranittee Chairman Charles Fuller, "but more 
importantly is a predication on which we can attempt to build relationships through which and by 
which we can do missions together." 

Acknowledging the statement can be taken as a "preanble" to any Peace Cmittee reprt at 
the 1986 annual meeting of the SBC June 10-12 in Atlanta, Fuller said, "For the manent, it will 
be the basis on which we will seek to find ways in which we can legitimately work together." 

The statement says: 

"The Peace Caranittee has completed a preliminary investigation of the theological situation 
in our SBC seminaries. We have found significant theological diversity within our seminaries 
reflective of the theological diversity within our wider constituency. These divergencies are 
found among those who claim to hold a high view of Scripture and to teach in accordance with and 
not contrary to the Baptist Faith and Message statement of 1963. 

"Examples of this diversity include the follcwing, which are intended to be illustrative but 
not exhaustive: (1) Sane accept and af f inn the direct creation and historicity of Adam ancl Eve 
while others view them instead as representative of the human race in its creation and fall. (2) 
Sane understand the historicity of every event in Scripture as reported by the original source 
while others hold that the historicity can be clarified and revised by the findings of d e r n  
historical scholarship. (3) Sane hold to the stated authorship of every book in the Bible while 
others hold that in sane cases such attribution may not refer to the final author or may be 
seudonymous. (4) Sane hold that every miracle in the Bible is intended to lx taken as an 
storical event while others hold that sane miracles are intended to be taken as parabolic. 

"The Peace Camnittee is working earnestly to find ways to build bridges between those 
divergent views so that we may all legitimately coexist and work tcgether in harmony to 
ish our carranon mission. Please pray that we may find ways to use our diversity to win the 
t number to faith in Christ as Savior and Lord." 

Of the statment, Fuller commented: "I don't think any informed Southern Baptist will be 
urpr ised by it. This statenent has a lot of fact in it, even though we may have k n m  it. We 
ave put it in writing and now it bemes a basis for haw we will work together in the future. 

"The first two paragraphs mean little or nothing without the third, and the third statement 
means little without the first tw. We have brought them together to describe our condition; now 
we can use that as a basis for how h m  we can legitimately do mission together." 

Fuller also said: "Regardless of the theological differences we have found and acknowledged 
to be in our seminaries, we believe the Peace Cgmittee also has found many reasons to greatly 
aff inn the work of our sminaries." 

With adoption of the statement, Fuller said attention of the cunmittee will naw shift to 
political matters in the SBC. "The agenda naw calls upon us to be as thorough and candid in an - 
analysis of political activity in SBC life; the political causes underlying our conflicts should 
be no less considered than the thealogical differences have been." - -more- - 
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Fuller said he klieves the diversity statement "is an accurate statement and is in line 
with the assignment of the camnittee, which was to discover and to bring to the attention of 
Southern Baptists sane of the causes of our controversy. " 

Fuller was asked if the statement would plt a "smoking gunn into the hands of those who have 
been critical of theological education at the six SBC-supprted seminaries. 

"The Peace Camnittee does not see that as the purpose of the statement. I think we would 
ask the people to handle this statement with care. To mishandle it is to forfeit whatever 
opportunity we have to build upon it," Fuller said. 

Fuller said the statement "is an accurate statanent of our denminational picture. Ncrw we 
have to look at it and decide how we will live together, serve together, do missions together. 
A11 of that is at stake; therefore if we mishandle it, we destroy whatever opportunity we have." 

Fuller said the statement came about "laboriously," after a meeting in which the differences 
were discussed at length. 

"I left our last meeting in Dallas in January with a positive note and an encouragement. I 
am leaving this meeting with optimism for different reasons. We did not simply take up where we 
left off in  alla as. There, we believed we had turned a corner, although we had not yet 
experienced a breakthrough. In Dallas, we started to talk about what we could do in order to 
live together, yet at the same time acknowledging our diversity." 

Fuller said the difference in the February and January meetings was because the five 
subcamnittees which visited 11 national SEJC agencies made reprts at the February meeting. 

"The reprts of the visitation omnittees brought our diversity to the front, the reasons 
for our diversity and memries of the diversity," Fuller said. "We had to put the spirit of the 
Dallas meeting on the back burner while we dealt with imnediate reactions to the reports." 

He added: "Progress began to come in the last part of the meeting. After the reprts, I 
sensed frustration about how we could get back on track. It seems that each time we m e  
together there is a jolt in that we seem to have to bang against each other for awhile before we 
can really kyin where we left off. That banging tqether has been a characteristic each time 
since the second meeting." 

He added: "Nm, I think that instead of banging against each other when we meet, we can go 
back to the statement and say we have accepted the fact of our diversity. Naw, I think we can 
get on to determine what we should do fran here. l' 

In addition to adopting the diversity statement, the carranittee adopted a statement calling 
on all Southern Baptists ''as they express themselves in suppsrt of the (presidential) candidate 
of their choice, that they do so in Christian love and in such a manner that God is honored. l' 

"We did not desire sj.mply to do the obvious," Fuller said, "but to exercise sane leadership 
in speaking in advance of the convention. We have said before that removal of politics frm ~e 
SBC is virtually impossible and inconsistent with the idea of free will and Baptist 1-iberty. 
What we want to do is remove the bad politics and encourage people to take the high road." 

The group also authorized Fuller to "appoint the necessary subcamittees to research and 
report on various aspects of politics in the Southern Baptist Convention to include voter 
registration, voter irregularities, the powers of the president and ongoing political activities 
in the convention. " 

He also was authorized to appoint a subccarPnittee "to consider the effects and advisability 
of negative designation" in Cooperative Progrm giving, not only on the national agencies and 
institutions of the SBC, but on the work of the state Baptist conventions, as well. 

The Peace Cmittee, in the light of controversy which developed over the visit of the 
sumittee to Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C., authorized Fuller 
to arrange for another visit to the campls if administrators and others believe such a visit 
would ke help£ ul . 

--30- 
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Robertson, Falwell, Bakker 
Lose Case Over Fbyal ties By Stan Hastey 

WASHINGIDN (BP) --The Supreme Court has rejected. a claim by three of the nation' s most 
praninent religious broadcasters that a fderal agency engaged in religious discrimination by 
denying than larger shares of copyright royalties paid to producers of television programs that 
are rebroadcast on cable systems. 

The three-Christian Broadcasting Network, Oldqime Gospel Hour and FFL Television Network-- 
took the Cqyright Royalty Tribunal to court seeking larger shares Eran a ccaranon pool out of 
which funds are distributed to a large group of organizations whose programs are rebroadcast on 
cable television. 

At dispute were the distributions for 1979, 1980 and 1982. For 1979 and 1980, the three 
broadcasters--headed by M.G. "Pat" Robertson, Jerry Falwell and Jim Bakker, respectively-were 
paid 0.5 percent of the total -1, while in 1982 they received 1 percent. For 1982 the share 
amounted to $450,000. 

Attorneys for Rokr tson' s Christian Broadcasting Network asked the Supreme Court to review 
an earlier decision by a federal appeals panel approving the distributions. ~y refusing to do 
so, the high court left standing the lmer panel's ruling. 

The government sided with the w i g h t  tribunal in urging the court not to review the case. 
U.S. Solicitor General Charles Fried noted in a brief filed with the court that the tribunal 
act4 within its legal authority in making the distributions for the three years in question and 
denied it had engaged in religious discrimination. 

Under the Copyright Act of 1976, the tribunal is responsible for distributing annually to 
coypright owners the royalty fees deposited with the Register of Copytights by cable television 
operators. Established by Congress, the tribunal "is necessarily required to make ' inherently 
subjective judgment calls and engage in a rough balancing of hotly competing claims, 'I1 Fried 
wrote. 

He noted further that cowright m e r s  are encouraged under the law to m e  to an agreement 
among themselves wer the proper distribution of the royalties, and that all but the religious 
broadcasters had done so. Others receiving the payments include the Motion Picture Association 
of America and other prducers of movies and other programs; the major professional sports 
associations and the National Collegiate Athletic Association; Public Broadcasting Service and 
National Public Radio; the major television networks; and music ccmpanies and societies. 

Robertson, Falwell and Bakker began receiving their token payments only after earl-ier court 
actions challenging the copyright tribunal's original decisions in 1979 and 1980 not to award 
them anything. In those cases, lower courts instructed the tribunal to reconsider. 

Attorneys for Robertson argued in their written appeal to the Supreme Court, hawever, that 
the tribunal has persisted in discriminatory treatment of the religious broadcasters: "Indeed, 
it difficult to mnceive of a more flagrant and noxious violation of the firmly established 
principle that the Government violates the First Amendment when it excludes parties £ran benefits 
it administers based on their religious views," they wrote. 

-30-- 

~RRECTION: In Baptist Press story, "SBC Language Missions Workers Receive Awards," mailed Feb. 
25, 1986, in the final paragraph, James Gdsoe was misidentified. The paragraph should read: 

The group alx, honored James Gods*, who recently retired as language missions director for 
the ~llinois Baptist State ~~Swiation. He was presented the Missions Heritage Award for his 
overall contributions to language missions, following 37 years of service in Texas, New Mexico, 
Arizona and Illinois. 

Thanks, 
Baptist Press 
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Hunger Relief 1985: 
Most S t a t e  Conventions 
S e t  Rtxords For Giving By David Wilkinson 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)--Eleven of t he  37 s t a t e  Bapt i s t  conventions l a s t  year more than 
doubled t h e i r  world hunger contr ibut ions of 1984, helping to boost Southern Baptists to a record- 
shat ter ing $11.8 mil l ion i n  g i f t s  to t h e  denanination's program of worldwide hunger relief. 

Only tm state conventions i n  1985 f a i l d  t o  surpass the  previous year's t o t a l ,  according t o  
a state-by-state analysis  prepared by t h e  Swthern  Bapt i s t  Chris t ian L i f e  C m i s s i o n .  Four s t a t e  
conventions recorded dramatic increases  over 1984-Arkansas (521 percent) ,  Utah-Idaho (262 
percent) ,  Tennessee (230 percent) and Nevada (224 percent).  Seven other  s t a t e s  a t  least doubled 
the  amount given i n  1984. 

Convention-wide, t h e  t o t a l  of $11.8 mi l l ion  represented an increase of more than $4.6 
million-or 65 percent--over the previous record, set i n  1984. 

The Chris t ian L i f e  C m i s s i o n ,  which is r e s p n s i b l e  for  coordinating hunger awareness and 
act ion among Southern Baptis ts ,  campiled the s t a t i s t i c s  based on da t a  provided by the  Southern 
Bapt i s t  H a n e  and Foreign Mission Boards. 

I n  Arkansas and Tennessee, t h e  p r c e n t a g e  increases continued a pa t te rn  begun several  years 
ago. 

I n  1983, Arkansas ~ a p t i s t s  gave $28,345 t o  the world hunger funds. I n  1984, they more than 
doubled t h a t  amount, contr ibut ing $63,253. And i n  1985, they gave $392,842--mre than f i v e  times 
the 1984 t o t a l .  

Tennessee Baptis ts  gave $62,220 i n  1983, $171,966 (a 176 percent increase) i n  1984 and 
$567,269 (a 230 percent increase) l a s t  year. 

I n  terms of t o t a l  do l l a r s ,  Texas, t he  l a rges t  s t a t e  convention, once again was No. 1, with 
$1,921,962. That amount a w u n t e d  Ear 16.2 percent of the  t o t a l  contr ibut ions t o  t he  hunger 
r e l i e f  funds administered by the  two mission boards, 

While Texas was the  only s t a t e  convention to give more than $1 mill ion i n  1984, t h ree  other 
state conventions topped the  $1 mil l ion  mark i n  1985-North Carolina ($1,309,421), Georgia 
($1,067,411) and Virginia ($1,036,285) . S w t h  Carolina was No. 5 i n  1985 with $904,120. 

I n  te-ms of p r  cap i t a  giving, s i x  state conventions mntr ibuted  an average of more than $1 
per person fo r  the  year: New England ($1.76) , Virginia ($1.75) , Hawaii ($1.61) , New York 
($1.43) , South Carolina ($1.31) and North Carolina ($1.14) . Texas, t h e  leader i n  total dol la rs ,  
contributed 81 cents  per cap i t a  f o r  1985, very near the convention-wide per capi ta  f i gu re  of 82 
cents.  

A t  the l m e r  end of the sca le ,  severa l  s t a t e  conventions averaged kss than 30 cen t s  per 
capi ta  fo r  1985. 

Per capita s t a t i s t i c s  were based on membership t o t a l s  r e p r t d  by s t a t e  amventions for  
1984, the  l a t e s t  year for  which such statistics are available.  

-30- 
Edi tor ' s  Note: A copy of the  1985 hunger relief t o t a l s  by s t a t e  conventions has k e n  mailed t o  
s t a t e  paper ed i to r s  by the  Chr is t ian  L i f e  C m i s s i o n .  

Ethnics Lead SEE In  New 
Sunday Schools, Baptisms By Joe Westbury 

Bap t i s t  Press  
2/2 8/86 

MIAMI (BP)-Nearly 70 percent of the  890 n e i  Sunday schools establ ished i n  me las t  f i v e  
years were s t a r t ed  by e thnic  and languaqe groups, t h e  d i rec tor  of the  Southern Bapt i s t  H a n e  
Mission mad' s language missions d iv is ion  to ld  a national leader sh ip  conference i n  M i a m i .  

--nore-- 
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Oscar I. Rano, who directs Southern Baptist1 s missions work with 83 ethnic groups in the 
United States, also reported the ratio of baptisns (conversions) to church members for ethnic 
congregations far exceeded that of Anglo Southern Baptist congregations. 

While the denmination averages one conversion kor every 38 members, in many cases the 
ethnic ratio is one to 10, Rano told participants of the Lanuage Missions Leadership 
Corfer ence . 

In addition, the churches ranking highest in per capita giving during the same time period 
were all ethnic congregations, he said. 

Rano  drew his figures £ran a study compiled by Delkrt Fann, nationd ethnic missionary in 
the H m e  Mission Board' s language missions division. 

Southern Baptists have became the most ethnically-diverse, comoplitan demination in the 
nation, if not the world, Ram said. 

He attributed the grawing ethnic diversity in the SBC to "the centrality of the Bible, the 
autoncmy of the local church, the ability for a person to have a personal experience with Christ 
without having to know American English and the uxperative mhesiveness of the demination." 

Sane Southern Baptists still oppose ministering to the nation's ethnic ppulation, which 
today nlanbers one-third of the country's population, the missions leader observed. 

R m  cited several instances where f ast-grwing language/ethnic congregations have become 
threats to the sponsoring church and are being asked to vacate the host facilities. Such 
problems do not: necessarily ref lee a national trend, although a trend could develop, he 
warned. 

In addition, Baptist churches in two states where there are many migrants and illegals have 
established a new criteria for baptism: Only ethnics who are U.S. residents are eligible for 
baptism, R a m  said. 

Americans are dealing with a different caliber of ethnic today than in the past, and they 
need to upgrade their ministry accordingly, he said. "The early imnigrants were the por, 
huddled, uneducatckl, unskilled masses seeking survival, a new life in America. But today they 
are wealthy, proud of their heritage, educated and are professionals whose port of entry is not 
Ellis Island but LAX (Los Angeles International Airport) and MIA (Mimi International Airport) ." 

Many of these new imnigrants are coming to America to develop further their careers and do 
not want to be branded smnd-class citizens, he explained. 

"In a sense, our nation is a modern tower of Babel, a pluralistic society dispersed across 
an entire continent," Rcano said. "To equate an ethnic as a foreigner is a mistake." 

R m  reported statistics which revealed that in 1985, 33.6 percent of the American 
population identified itself with a language and culture other than English. At the turn of the 
century-- just 16 years away--projections indicate that figure will increase to 35.6 percent, he 
said. 

"The opportunities (for Southern Baptist missionaries) to go to other nations are gradually 
closing, but the people of the world continue to come to America," he said. "Therefore, it is 
imperative that Southern Baptists view our nation as a mission field that God, in his wisdwn, has 
brought to our doorstep, " he said. 

--3o-- 

Mercer's Liberal Arts Faculty 
Attacks President' s Credibility By Jack U. Harwell 

Baptist Press 
2/28/86 

MA03N, Ga. (BP) --A sinmering dispute btween faculty and adninistration of Mercer University 
over the role of its college of liberal arts has resulted in a resolution £ran the faculty 
charging the altrninistration with a "lack of credibility. " 

--more-- 
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BY a vote of 46-28, the  faculty of the l ibera l  a r t s  col-lege i n  Macon, Ga., drafted a three- 
sentence resolution aimed a t  president R. Kirby Godsey, The resolution, approved Feb. 24, says: 

"Be it resolved: That it is the sense of the faculty of the college of l ibera l  arts that  
because sane of the recent trends in  central adninistration @icy and governance practice have 
not altered, further serious deterioration of faculty-administration relat ions is inwi table. 

"We therefore urge the centra l  administration to r e q n i z e  tha t  its lack of credibi l i ty  

I with the faculty of the a l l e g e  of l ibe ra l  arts ref lec ts  a lack of s table  direction of leadership 
tha t  honors prmises,  matches its words with action and shms respect for the t radit ions and 
procedures of participation which a r e  the lifeblood of a genuine acadmic w n i t y .  

I "Hawever, the college faculty w i l l  reciprocate any genuine ef for ts  to improve the 
situation. " 

I The faculty vote came af te r  almost a year of discussion between Godsey and the 10-mcynber ~ "blue ribbon" camnittee elected by the  faculty l a s t  spring to study corrcplaints against "central 

I admini stration. l1 

When the blue ribbon committee presented its report t o  the f u l l  liberal arts faculty on Feb. 
24, two members-Xarlos Flick and Henry Warmk--presented dissenting reports. They sought to 
have thei r  r e p r t s  made a pa r t  of the  f i n a l  resolution, b u t  the faculty rejected that: appeal. 

The resolution fran the l i b e r a l  arts faculty was suppr ted  by a 17-page document detai l ing 
eight "important grievances and problan areas." The grievances involved such matters a s  
relat ions with other schools, academic prcgr ms, finances, faculty vacancies and faculty- 
administration trust .  

I After l i s t i n g  these grievances, the  conanittee document observed, "the rorranittee regrets 
that ,  a£ t e r  having held more than 30 meetings, it is unable t o  p i n t  t o  meaningful steps t w a r d  
resolution of t h i s  c r i s i s  i n  leadership. It i s  therefore not able t o  give an encouraging report 
on the prospects for genuinely meaningful participation of the faculty i n  administative 
decisions. " 

I The nine m-rs ~f the "blue ribbonn cornnittee incl.uded professors Eugene B e l l ,  Alpha Bond, 
John Dunaway, Carlos Flick, Clare Furse, Vincent Leitch, Theodore Nordenhaug, Henry Warnock and 
Henry Wilder. 

I 
I n  h i s  three-page "dissent" to the blue ribbon cornnittee report, Flick noted, "The faculty 

of the college, for its part ,  resolved to reduce the present level  of confrontation w i t h  the 
administration. !The achievements of president should be acknwledged. Equally important, the 
faculty must avoid remuncing support for the administration because of any and every mistake 
made by the president and other off icers .  " H i s  l e t t e r  of dissent  did c a l l  on Gcdsey t o  give 
"attention t o  the college of l i b e r a l  a r t s  concerns and procedures on the level  tha t  has not been 
the norm during the past several years." 

Warnock's l e t t e r  of dissent  added, "The original  charge given t o  this cumnittee had to do 
with governance. The document naw k i n g  presented t o  the faculty has, i n  my opinion, l i t t l e  to 
do with the structures of governance but stands rather as cri t icism of the president of the 
university and the central  administration." 

I The college of l ibe ra l  a r t s  was the only faculty body sharing i n  the committee report. 

I However, l a s t  October, the faculty of the college of l ibe ra l  a r t s  of Mercer University i n  
Atlanta voted t o  withdraw frcm the faculty council, 'until  representation f ran  al.1 the colleges 
and schools of the university can be assured. 'I 

I Following the blue ribbon camnittee's report, Godsey gave the following state~nent to the 
Christian Index, newsjournal of the G m g i a  Baptist Convention: 

'The genius of a university camunity is the a b i l i t y  of the faculty to speak independently 
of the administration. Mercer universi ty has b e m e  f a r  more mnplex i n  recent years and the 
changes which acrompany tha t  ccmplexity generate rea l  anxiety m g  the members of the faculty. 

-more-- 
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"The university has outstanding facul ty  who speak with in tegr i ty  and a strong voice. I 
respect their views, applaud the i r  freedam to e a k ,  while a t  times genuinely disagreeing with 
some the i r  conclusions. Y e t  we a r e  an acadmie w n i t y ,  and the divers i ty  between the i r  views 
and my awn remains a par t  the  essent ia l  strength of the  university. 

"The progress of the  university i n  recent years is self-evident. The endowment has 
increased f ran  $16 million to over $50 million. Enrollment has grawn significantly. Faculty 
sa la r i e s  have substantial ly increased. The nunber of persons supporting the university, and the 
level  of s u p p r  t , have also increased dramatically. 

"I want t h i s  administration always to be sensi t ive t o  the voices of the faculty from any on 
the nine colleges, but i n  the f i n a l  analysis, administrative decisions must k reached i n  the 
context of the w i l l  of trustees. 'We w i l l  always seek to be at tent ive  to mncerns of faculty a s  
those concerns bear on our decisions . " 

--3o-- 

Angolan Rebe l s  To Free 
Brazilian ~ i s a i o n a r i e s  

Baptist Press 
2/28/86 

HUAMBO, Angola (RP)-JJ?wo Brazilian Baptis t  missionaries are expected to return to freedom i n  
two w e e k s  after being kidnappd by Angolan rebels on New Year's Eve. 

Miriam and Margar ida Horvath, who me sisters, were seized Dec .  31 near the c i t y  of H u e  
i n  Angola by guerr i l las  of WITA (National Union for the  Total Independence of Angola). 

UNITA has agreed to release the  two m e n  t o  o f f i c i a l s  of the International Camnittee of the 
Red Cross, said Jean-Jacques Surbeck, a Red Cross delegate to international organizations. 

"They are i n  excellent health and ready to leave as s m  as the  ~ n t e r n a t i m a l  R& Cross 
provides the necessary l og i s t i ca l  means," said a statement issued i n  Portugal by UNITA. 

The two nurses were sent  to Angola by Igre ja  Bat is ta  de Santo Andre, an independent Baptist 
church i n  the S ta te  of Sao Paulo, Brazil ,  sa id  Houston Greenhaw, a Southern Baptist missionary 
i n  Santo Andre. The nurses have no ties with the Southern Baptist Convention or the  Brazilian 
Baptist Convention. 

No m t i v e  has been established for the kidnapping, Greenhaw and Surbeck said. 

"I think i t ' s  a policy of UNITA to abduct foreigners in the t e r r i t o r i e s  where they have 
mili tary operations against the government," Surbeck said. "Then they don't  really know what to 
do with these peop1.e and they turn them wer to us. " 

The Red Cross w i l l  transport the missionaries to South ~ f r i c a ,  where representatives of the 
missionaries w i l l  meet them to take them to Portugal or Brazil,  he said. 

Over the past two years, the  Red Cross has repatriated more than 100 people of various 
nat ionali t ies .  

--30-- 

Pastor Credits Cod 
W i t h  Family' s Safety 

Baptist Press 
2/28/86 

ORLININ, Tenn. (BP) --A pastor whose wife and children escaped a t h r e h o u r  kidnapping spree 
has credited God with h i s  familyf s safety. 

"Eod brought order ou t  of disorder and absurdity;" said Richard Graham, pastor of Pleasant 
H i l l  Baptist Church i n  Orlinda, Tenn. , a f t e r  h i s  wife and children f l ed  f r m  their abductor i n  
mid-Febr uary. 

-more-- 
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Marian Graham and the i r  two children, three-year-old David and ninemnth-old  Debbie, were 
taken a t  gunpoint by an unidentified man £ram a Springfield, Tenn., shopping center. The 
abductor held them captive while he drove aroyd Greenbr ier , Goodlettsville and Nashville, Tenn. , 
for  three hours. 

They escaped when the kidnapper stopped a t  a t r a f f i c  l i g h t  i n  ~ a s h v i l l e .  Clutching her 
children, Marian Graham jmpd f r an  the  car and ran in to  a nearby bank. The man who had captured 
them drove away. 

"Marian was praying t h a t  God would deliver them," her husband said. "God gave her the 
courage and peace of mind to look fo r  an opportunity t o  escape." 

The pastor said h i s  wife and children were a l l  r ight  following the  incident, noting the 
children probably a r e  tm young to rea l ize  what occurred. 

"God does not always keep crises from h a p n i n g ,  but he does always provide strength and 
peace t o  o v e r m e  i n  the face of crises," he said. "We a r e  asking God to bless all concerned and 
t o  bring stronger f a i t h  to us  all," he added, noting he is proud of h i s  wife's courage and 
composure and thankful for  G d l s  protection. 

Police investigations a re  continuing i n t o  the abduction, according to the  Baptis t  and 
Reflector, newsjournal of the Tennessee Baptis t  Convention. Early reports indicate the  incident 
may be relatwl t o  a child-kidnapping ring. 

--3o-- 

Edge Urges Involvement 
For Church Members By Terri Lackey 

Baptist Press 
2/28/86 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) --Southern ~ a p t i s t s  cannot jus t  pay preachers or church s taf  £ mernbers 
t o  minister to the l o s t  for  them, claimed the  author of a hook which urges laypersons to become 
more involved i n  the i r  churches. 

"We cannot f u l f i l l  our ministry by giving money t o  pay for  someone else to f u l f i l l  our 
ministry. C d  does not minister by proxy," explained Pindley Edge, author of the "Doctrine of 
the Laity," the 1986 Southern Baptis t  doctrine study text. 

Edge, a r e t i r ed  professor a t  Southern Baptist Theol-qical Seminary i n  Louisville,  Ky., said 
a l l  church members should consider themselves ministers, noting he believes Southern Baptis ts  
should do away w i t h  the  term "church member" and ailopt the  word "minister" instead. 

"Everyone who accepts Christ  as the i r  Savior is cal led to the  ministry and should, 
therefore, be called ministers,  " Edge insisted. 

He said he also favors the term "teacher" over the  word "pastor." 

"We could c a l l  our pastors ' teacherst and throw o u t  the term ' clergy. ' For that matter, w e  
could do away with the  term ' l a i t y '  and j u s t  simply use 'layperson,'" said Edge, who was i n  
Nashville, Tenn., Feb. 20-21, leading a Southern Baptist Sunday School Board church training 
department-sponsored seminar on doctrine of the  l a i ty .  

Edge urged church s t a f f  members attending the  seminar t o  t r y  to ge t  church members more 
involved i n  the ministry. 

"A lot of times, people m e  to God for what they can get  out of him instead of what they 
can give him," he said. 

Church s t a f f  members can learn haw to guide church members i n  becoming ministers for 
C h r i s t  by reading the  "Doctrine of the  Laity," he said. 

H e  noted general ministr ies  for Christ ians include caring for the i r  families, both 
sp i r i tua l ly  and materially; upholding Christian ideals  i n  the workplace; and beaming involved i n  
the i r  cmmunity, or ''voting in te l l igent ly .  " 

--more- 
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Every church m e r  a l s o  should par t ic ipa te  i n  a "focusedv or specific ministry, he added, 
pointing out,  "A focused ministry is speci f ic  i n  the  sense that it avoids vagueness. Sane people 
say, 'My ministry is j u s t  to love people.' That's not good enough." 

Edge said the Christians1 focused ministry also should be significant.  "It must have 
significance i n  terms of the  amount of time and energy a person puts  in to  it. It also has to be 
worth m e t h i n g  i n  terms of human needs." 

A focused ministry must be ca l led  by God as w e l l  a s  self-chosen, Edge added, "You can choose 
to do it. Saneone does not have to put pressure on you to do it," he said. "It's inner 
motivated, a carranitment." 

A focused ministry should be one i n  which a church member feels God has given him or her a 
g i f t ,  he concluded. It should be involved d i rec t ly  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  Godl s redemptive purpose of 
leading people t o  k m  Jesus as Savior i n  the i r  l ives. 

-30-- 

S ta te  Leaders Prepare 
Outreach Bible Study By Frank Wm. White 

Baptist Press 
2/28/86 

NASHvIW;E, Tenn. (BP) --A new outreach plan for evangelism and Bible study offers  an expanded 
ministry opportunity for  Southern Baptist Sunday schools, believes Harry Piland, Sunday school 
director for the Southern ~ a p t i s t  Sunday School Board. 

The plan is Outreach Bible Study, and its materials, "An Invitat ion to Bible Study," already 
have been tested i n  New England and taught t o  s t a t e  Sunday school leaders frm across the 
country. 

"Outreach Bible Study w i l l  p rwide  a new path for  t h e  Good News,"  Piland said i n  the opening 
session of a three-day training i n s t i t u t e  for state convention leaders. 

The Outreach Bible Study plan c a l l s  for Bible study locations outside the  church-such a s  
apartments, c m n i  t y  centers,  homes o r  of f ice  buildings-in an e f f o r t  to reach non-Chr i s t i ans  
and unchurched persons who might not be willing t o  attend t radi t ional  Sunday school or church. 

The "Invitation to Bible Study" eight-session examination of the  Gospel of Luke features 
Bible content written i n  language tha t  persons w i t h  l i t t le  church background and no knowledge of 
t he  Bible can understand, Piland said. 

An anpbasis on evangelism is prwided i n  each session, and the  teacher's books prwide  
administrative guides and teaching aids. Holman Bible Publishers has produced a Scripture 
p r t i o n ,  "Invitation to Bible Study: The Gospel of Luke," for use i n  enlistment a c t i v i t i e s  and 
i n  c l a s s  sessions. 

Plans for intrcducing the materials include an Outreach Bible Study kick-off seminar to be 
te lecas t  l ive  on Baptist Teleccararmnication Network (BTN) , Aug. 23, 1986. "Invitation to Bible 
Study" materials for youth and adult  students and leaders w i l l  be available for  Southern Baptist 
churches i n  October. 

A Bold Mission Thrust goal for  the project is 10,000 churches conducting Outreach Bible 
Study by 1990, Piland reported. Bold Mission Thrust is the Southern Baptis t  campaign to share 
the  message of Jesus Christ  with every person on earth by the year 2000. 

During the New England p i l o t  of the outreach program, Baptis ts  s tar ted  new work i n  areas 
previously without a Southern Baptis t  witness and developed new Sunday school departments through 
the Bible study plan for  non-christians. Professions of faith i n  Chr is t  were reported i n  several 
p i l o t  project Bible studies. 

An ongoing Bible study was developed a£ ter -the materials were used i n  a f i r e  h a l l  i n  Surry, 
~ a i n e .  Mary Beth Caf fey, a mission service corps worker, conducted the  Bible study and has 
s tar ted  another which she hopes w i l l  develop into a long-term study. 

--more- 
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Luther Rice M~norial Baptist Church in Northbrough, Mass., has a new singles department 
that developed £ran an Outreach Bible Study project conducted in the hamesite of Baptist missions 
pioneer Luther Rice. 

A major strategy resulting f ran the pilot project is the formation of 50 new congregations 
in New England in the next five years, said A1 Riddley, Sunday school department director for the 
Baptist Convention of New England. 

"In our area where 80 percent of the -lation is unchurcher3, this has been a natural,'' 
said Caffey, who predicted the materials will be just as effective in Southern states as well. 
She was a church worker in Wam, Texas, before going to New England two years ago. 

Outreach Bible Study will not take the place of evangelism in the Sunday school, but it is 
another way for the Sunday'school to aonduct evangelism, Piland explained, noting, "Outreach 
Bible Study is only one part of Sunday school outreach." 

In a panel discussion during the training institute in Nashville, representatives of the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, m a n ' s  Missionary Union and the Brotherhood Commission 
voiced suppart for the project. They suggested church W and Brotherhood organizations a u l d  be 
resources for implementing the program. 

"This is an opportunity for us to cooperate to get the job of evangelism done in the 
church," said James Smith, president of the Brotherhood Cmission. 

June Whitlow, associate executive director of the Wanan's Missionary Union, said the WMJ has 
a tradition of reaching people that the church normally does not reach. "W should be a part of 
every church's strategy planning for Outreach Bible Study," she said. 

-30- 
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