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'Don1 t Be Diverted, ' 
Lawyer T e l l s  Bapt i s t s  By Dan Martin 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (Be) --Southern Rapt i s t s  were urged "not to be diverted1' f r an  t h e i r  t a s k  of 
presenting the Good News of Jesus Chr i s t  because twin lawsuits  have been filed aga ins t  t he  
Southern Bapt i s t  Convention. 

James P. Guenther, a t torney for the SBC and its Executive C m i t t e e ,  made t he  remark during 
the February meeting of the  Executive Carranittee as he reported on lawsuits filed i n  federal  and 
s t a t e  courts  i n  Atlanta by nine laypersons concerning events a t  t he  1985 annual meeting of the 
SBC i n  Dal1.a~. 

"I urge you not  t o  k diverted by t h i s  case," Guenther to ld  the  69-member camnittee. "While 
I take t h i s  case as ser iously as any f o r  which t have ever had responsibi l i ty  and while it 
represents a case of grave imlprtance i n  the h is tory  of church-state re la t ions  i n  t h i s  democracy, 
t h i s  case is, i n  the context of what Southern Bapt i s t s  are ahout, a mere f l a sh  i n  the pan." 

Guenther, of the Nashville lawfirm of Guenther and Jordan, along with former U.S. Attorney 
General Gr i f f in  B e l l  of the Atlanta lawfirm of K i n g  and Spaulding, is  defending the SRC and 
Executive C m i t t e e  i n  the two courts.  

"Let the lawyers man the judicial. battlements," Guenther told Executive C m i t t e e  members. 
Then, he said, "you may continue the focus of your prayers, your wisdom and your e f f o r t s  on the  
r e a l  needs of our convention, seeking new aommitments to o ld  t ru ths ,  growing to l e ran t  and 
exhibiting fa i rness ,  adding breadth to minds and size t o  hearts ,  discovering humility i n  
servanthood and concentrating on becoming rad ica l  d i sc ip l e s  of a rad ica l  Savior i n  a world i n  
desperate need of h i s  g o d  news." 

I n  a n t r a s t  t o  the September meeting of the Executive Cannittee-when a t w h o u r  executive 
session was held--Guenther r e p r t e d  on the  s u i t s  i n  open session. I n  Septgnber , two of the 
p l a i n t i f  fs--Robert S. and Julia Crmder of Birmingham, A l a . ,  and t h e i r  attorney, m e t  J. 

g Bondurant of Atlanta--amared at t h e  meeting to discuss t h e i r  grievances. 

On Dec. 5, t h e  Crowders and Henry C a p e r  of Windsor, Mo. ,  f i l e d  s u i t  i n  federa l  cour t  i n  
Atlanta. I n  January, a Vero Reach, Fla., layman, H. ~ l l - a n  McCartney, joined them. 

On Jan. 23, a p a r a l l e l  s u i t  w a s  filed i n  Superior Court of Fulton County, Ga. , by f i v e  
laypersons £ran f i v e  states: Katherine F. white of Atlanta; Lucy ~zlin of Alexandria, La. ; Betty 
Ann L. Upshaw of Winston-Salem, N.C. ; and brothers Terry Black of Louisville,  Ky. , and J i m  R. 
Black of Lewisville, Texas. 
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Both s u i t s  seek to have the convention bylaws interpreted,  to declare  the'klection of the 
1986 Cmittee on Boards, Ccrrsnissions and Standing C a m i t t e e s  declared inval id,  to r u l e  t h a t  SBC 
President Charles F. Stanley of Atlanta  violated the bylaws w i t h  rul ings a t  t he  1985 annual 
meeting and to enjoin the  SBC and Executive Cmit tee  £ran 'If ur ther  violations" of the bylaws 
during the 1986 annual meeting i n  Atlanta. 

Guenther told mannittee members he and the  other f i v e  attorneys involved w i l l  "defend the  
convention and t h i s  Executive C m i t t e e  with whatever professional s k i l l  we can muster. But, 
more importantly, w e  w i l l  defend this case as Chr i s t ' s  church ought. 

"With all cur might," he sa id ,  "we w i l l  f i g h t  any i n t r u s i m  rrnnent 
i n t o  the ecc l e s i a s t i ca l  governance of the  Southern Bap t i s t  Conven-! 
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"As your attorneys, w e  intend t o  defend t h i s  case w i t h  i n t eg r i t y  and i n  keeping with who 
Southern Bapt i s t s  are. The church has no role model i n  c i v i l  l i t i ga t ion .  We w i l l  seek t o  win 
t h i s  case i n  the  c m m n ,  ordinary, secular meking of winning lawsuits. And i n  t he  process we 
w i l l  tel l  the  t ru th ,  t h e  whole t r u t h  and nothing but the truth,"  he said. 

"We w i l l .  be t r u e  to our p l i t y  and our self-understanding. W e  w i l l  not  i n  the midst of 
controversy with a few messengers demean the high o f f i c e  of messenger. I n  debating over the  
lega l  s ignif icance of t he  f inanc ia l  contr ibut ions of these p l a i n t i f f s ,  w e  w i l l  not  betray the  
fundamental pr inc ip les  upon which the  Cooperative Program (unified giving method) is based." 

Guenther to ld  cormnittee members the defense "is s inply  d ic ta ted  by the  fac ts"  and said the 
defense w i l l  be t h a t  the  p l a i n t i f f s  "have not  suffered the $10,000 damages necessary f o r  the 
controversy t o  be t r i e d  i n  federa l  court" and on F i r s t  Amendnent grounds. 

H e  noted the events of the  1985 annual meeting a r e  "on f i lm fo r  anyone to see. T)ur legal  
instruments and our h is tory  of t h e i r  in te rpre ta t ion  are matters of record." 

Ultimately, he said,  "ei ther  i n  federa l  or s t a t e  court,  the fundamental defense...will be 
t h a t  no c i v i l  cour t  has the  power t o  decide disputes  which are, a s  the United S t a t e s  Supreme 
Court has said, ' s t r i c t l y  and p r e l y  ecc l e s i a s t i ca l  i n  character. '  The m u r t ' s  lack of power is 
an e s sen t i a l  a t t r i b u t e  of the re l ig ious  freedom guaranteed by the F i r s t  Amendment." 

Guenther s a id  the e l ec t ion  of the 1986 C m i t t e e  on Boards "was  one of a s e r i e s  of votes 
i n  the Southern Bapt i s t  Convention i n  r w e n t  years which can only be s igni f icant  to those of us 
within the four wal ls  of the  church. The theological controversy within the convention and the 
struggle for control of agencies...give the  only meaning to those votes. These are rel igious 
disputes involving ecc l e s i a s t i ca l  but not c i v i l  rights." 

Spelling out t h a t  under the  SF32 systan, "the messengers control  by majority vote," Guenther 
said the "duly elected president. . . interpreted the  bylaws, messengers elected the  C m i t t e e  on 
Roards by a majority vote and then voted to q u i t  ta lking about it." 

He noted the Executive Carranit tee had an act ion t o  recommend new wording to Bylaw 16 
concerning e lec t ion  of the Cannittee on Poards on its agenda fo r  t he  meeting. The new wording 
would "make per fec t ly  c l ea r  t h a t  nminat ions  £ran the f loor"  my  be made. 

That act ion w i l l  be presented to messengers a t  the  1986 annual meeting f o r  t h e i r  action. 
"Thus," Guenther sa id ,  "the proper forum fo r  t h i s  controversy is the Atlanta convention center 
and not the Atlanta courthouse. " 

The SBC "acknowledges no government to be superior to the convention. The mnvention is i n  
no way dependent upon a gran t  of pr iv i lege  o r  authori ty  frm any government. The sovereignty of 
the Southern Bapt i s t  Convention w e r  its affairs is the exercise of a r i gh t  t he  r a t s  of which 
long predated the Const i tut ion of the  Unit& S t a t e s  and its Bill of Rights,'' he said.  

"The authori ty  fo r  the re l ig ious  sovereignty which we claim is not given us by the  F i r s t  
Amendment .... Instead, t he  p r e e x i s t i n g  r i g h t  is celebrated by the F i r s t  Amendment...." 

Guenther said: "While Southern Bapt i s t s  of l a t e  have talked more a b u t  out d ive r s i t y  than 
we have talked a b u t  our cooperation, Southern Bapt i s t s  are a s  l i k e l y  to agree on t h i s  one thing 
a s  on anything else .  Fundamentalists, l i b e r a l s ,  moderates, conservatives, whatever t he i r  label ,  
Southern Bapt i s t s  k l i e v e  t h e i r  problems mst be sol.ved by Southern Bapt i s t s  within the four 
w a l l s  of the church and not by goverment intervention. l1 

The p l a i n t i f f s  "have s o l i c i t e d  high and low for  Southern Bapt i s t s  t o  join t h e i r  ranks" but 
" the i r  number is nine. The iden t i f i ab l e  leadership of both s ides  and the  middle i n  the Southern 
Baptist controversy have rejected out-of-hand the  p l a i n t i f f  s' resort t o  t he  courts ,  " he said. 

Guenther added: "If  reconci l ia t ion within our fellowship is to be found, it must be the  
r e s u l t  of tolerance and forgiveness and love f o r  each other. 

"We know it w i l l  not  m e  by Caesar" decree." 
-30-- 
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Controversial Bylaw 
Changes Reccrranended By Dan Martin 

NASHVIIU3, Tenn. (BP) --Messengers to the 1986 annual meeting of the Southern Bapt i s t  
Convention w i l l  be asked to make changes i n  a controversial, bylaw when they meet June 10-12 i n  
Georgia World Congress Center i n  Atlanta. 

Bylaw 16, which concerns the e l ec t ion  of the Camittee on Boards, Carmissions and Standing 
Cctranittees, and its in te rpre ta t ion  by SBC president Charles F. Stanley, is a t  the center of a 
continuing controversy which erupted during the  1985 annual meeting i n  Dallas. 

During the  Dallas meeting, Stanley, on advice of parliamentarian Wayne Allen of Memphis, 
Tenn., ruled the r e p r t  of the Camittee on Cami t t ee s  nminat ing the  52-m&rs of the  C m i t t e e  
on Boards could not be mended by nminat ions  f ran  the  fSmr .  The rul ing set o f f  near- 
pandemonium a t  the convention and has resul ted i n  the f i l i n g  of twin lawsuits  i n  federal  and 
s t a t e  mur  ts i n  Atlanta. 

During its February meeting, t h e  SBC Executive C m i t t e e  adopted a rmmnendation fran its 
bylaws workgroup which would change t h e  wording of the bylaw t o  allow nominations f r an  the  f l m r ,  
but m u l d  prevent the nminat ion  of an a l t e r n a t e  s l a t e  of candidates. 

Under t he  change, t h e  C m i t t e e  on Boards w i l l  continue to be nminatetl by the  C m i t t e e  on 
Cmittees, but two sentences are added: "Further nominations may be made f r m  the f lmr. No 
messenger s h a l l  be allowed to nominate more than one person a t  one time for e lec t ion  to the  
C m i t t e e  on Boards, C m i s s i o n s  and Standing C d t t e e s . "  

During the  discussion, Rylaws Wrkgroup Chairman John Sul l ivan of Shreveport, La. , said the 
workgroup asked convention at torney James P. Guenther " t o  m e  up w i t !  language t o  bring our 
bylaw i n t o  conformity with Rokrt' s Pules of Order. We f ee t  t h i s  ( t he  proposal) i.s the c l e a r e s t  
language w e  could find." 

Sul l ivan said he agrees with the  prohibi t ion against  the nminat ion of alternate s l a t e s  and 
noted the workgroup "does not see t h i s  as impeding the process of democracy, but a s  involving 
more people." He added, "I have been quoted as saying I did not want m e o n e  fran Virginia  
nminat ing scmehody f ran Louisiana (to the  C m i t t e e  on Boards) . That is r ight ,  but 1: would say 
the same thing a b u t  Texas or Oklahoma or Arkansas and every other s t a t e .  " 

The former t m t e r m  f i r s t  vice president of the SBC to ld  conunittee m&rs the 1986 
Cmittee on Order of Business has agreed to schedule discussion of revisions to Bylaw 16 on the  
annual meeting program i n  advance of the repor t  of the Camnittee on C m i t t e e s .  

C m i t t e e  member Dewey Presley of Dallas proposed a subs t i t u t e  t o  the workgroup's 
r m e n d a t i o n ,  noting he sees "potent ia l  problems.. . (because) d i f f e r en t  c r i t e r i a  have been set 
up fo r  the  tm m i n a t i n g  m i t t e e s "  of the  convention ( the  Ccmmi t t ee  on Canan i t t ees  and the 
Cmit tee  on Boards) . 

He sa id  e f f o r t s  have been made "to get uniformity i n  our bylaws. Lack of uniformity.. . 
c rea t e s  grea t  problems i n  an ins t i tu t ion ."  

Presley 's  amendnent used iden t i ca l  wording to t h a t  cur ren t ly  i n  the  ru l e s  concerning the  
r e p r t  of the Carranittee on Boards. It says, i n  part:  The report  (of the C m i t t e e  on C m i t t e e s )  
may be amended on the  f lmr of the  convention by a majority vote of those votini. .  . ." 

During discussion on Pres ley ' s  suggestion, Paul Pressler  of Houston opposed the  subs t i tu te ,  
noting the bylaws workgroup "considered a11 a l te rna t ives  and worked quite a t  length" t o  m e  up 
with the  workgroup suggestion. 

Eotson Nelson £ran Birmingham, Ala . ,  noting he favored Presley 's  suggestion, said: "I f e e l  
s t rongly that i n  our setup as a convention we have to depend on the  p e s i d e n t  to make the ruling. 
I happen t o  think he made a ru l ing  t h a t  w a s  obviously wrong. I don' t  think w e  are going to 
correct it, but I do think w e  ought to try." 

--more-- 
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Ed Drake of Dallas praised the  work "and,long hours" of the workgroup and opposed Pres ley ls  
amendment, saying "slates are not desirable.  There is a tremendous danger i n  s la tes . "  

Sul l ivan said he "does not see any other way  except the  workgroup recammendation " t o  
guarantee there w i l l  not be (a l te rna te)  slates. Sane have objected because one-by-one 
nominations w i l l  take too much time. We were not asked to (consider time and) be the C m i t t e e  
on Order of Business. W e  were asked to clarify a blaw. '' 

Pres ley ls  anendrnent was v o t d  down 34 t o  23, with f i v e  abstentions, according to secretary 
Lois Wenger of Orlando, Fla. 

The workgroup recwrmendation was amended by member Wallace E. Jones of Bridgeton, Mo. , to 
add the  words " a t  one time" t o  the  second sentence, making it: read: 'Wo messenger s h a l l  be 
a l l w e d  to nmina te  more than one p r s o n  a t  one time fo r  e lec t ion  to the  C m i t t e e  on 
Boards.. . .I1 

Jones explained the  in t en t  of the motion was to allow a messenger to make a ncminatj-on "and 
then be ab le  t o  go t o  t he  back of the  l i n e n  to wait  a tu rn  t o  make another nmination. 

Jones1 amendnent passed 28 t o  24 f o r  10 abstentions, Wenger said.  

After the discussion, Drake w e d  t o  t ab l e  the recwrmendation "because of the  c lose  
division" on the  two amendments. Although it was seconded, t he  motion received only one vote. 

The recorranenation passed with only two negative votes. 
-30-- 

L.L. Collins,  Arkansas 
Associate Executive Director,  Dies 

Baptist Press  
2/20/86 

L I W  m, Ark. (SP)--L.L. Coll ins ,  associate  executive d i rec tor  of the Arkansas Bapt i s t  
S t a t e  Convention, died Feb. 18 i n  S t .  Joseph1 s Hospital, i n  Fort  Worth, Texas, of camplications 
a f  ter a stroke. 

Col l ins ,  who joined the  s t a t e  oonvention s t a f f  i n  1981, was attending Scholars1 Week a t  
Southwestern ~ a p t i s t  Theological Seminary i n  For t  Wrth when he was hospitalized with a bladder 
infect ion Saturday, Feb. 15. H e  had the stroke Monday, Feb. 17, while still i n  the hospital .  

Col l ins ,  a Texas native, was a graduate of Jacksonville (Texas) ~ a p t i s t  College; Baylor 
University i n  Waco, Texas: and Southwestern saninary, where he earned the  master of d iv in i ty  and 
doctor of theology degrees. 

He was as pastor of churches i n  Arkansas, Texas and Oklahoma prior  t o  joining the  facul ty  of 
Southwestern seminary i n  1973. H e  was d i rec tor  of adnissions and r eg i s t r a r  a t  the  seminary 1974- 
1981. After the death of Arkansas Rap t i s t  S t a t e  Convention Executive Secretary Huber L. 
D r m i g h t  in  1981, Col l ins  was inter im executive secretary for  one year. 

Surviving Coll ins  are h i s  wife, Cleo, of  L i t t l e  Rock; two daughters, Debra Lee  Parker of 
Marietta, Ga. , and Sharon Kay Fox of  Po r t  Arthur, Texas; one son, Lm Bryan Col l ins  of Houston; 
and tm grandchildren. i 

i 

Funeral services were held a t  South H i l l s  Bapt i s t  Church, For t  Wr th ,  and a memorial service 
w i l l  be held a t  Calvary Bap t i s t  Church, L i t t l e  Rock. The family has r q u e s t e d  memorials be made 
t o  the  Scholarship Fund a t  Southwestern seminary or a memorial fund established by the  Arkansas 
Bapt i s t  S t a t e  Convention. 

--3o-- 

Frank Hart Smith: Bapt i s t  Press  
L i f e  Is What Counts By T e r r i  Lackey 2/20/86 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) --You might expect scmeone with a nickname l i k e  Pogo to m e  jumping 
out at you w i t h  a fire-and-br imstone handshake. 

--more-- L 
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Smith skips the handshake and demurely ushers v i s i t o r s  i n t o  his of f i ce ,  o f fe r ing  a choice of 
two antiquated rockers, both with obvious sentimental value. 

A 24-year veteran of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Sunday School Board's chuxch recreat ion depabnent, 
Smith relaxes,  leans back and props his f e e t  on h i s  memorabilia-filled desk. A t  5 f e e t  4 inches, 
t h a t  is no easy t a s k .  

Smith' s dimly-lit o f f i c e  l i t e r a l l y  i s  a montage of old photographs, drawings, cartoons and 
slogans. 

But the  character which stands out  most is Smith's nick-namesake, Pogo, a cartoon 
personal i ty  smith admires because of h i s  p h i l o s q h i e s  l i k e ,  "That' s enough to dr ive  a man t o  
think," o r  "We have met our enemy, and he is us." 

"Pogo has a p r e t t y  good philosophy of l i fe , ' '  Smith acknowledges. 

Rut Pogo, t he  cartoon character,  is mt the  only one with an admirable philosophy on l i f e .  
P q ,  t he  man, a l s o  views the world with a rare maturity. 

"I don ' t  take anything fo r  granted. hrery experience is precious," Smith says. "Just  the 
idea of ge t t i ng  up i n  the  morning is exciting to me. " 

I f  Smi th  sounds l i k e  a man who has tas ted  death, t ha t1  s k c a u s e  he has. 

Eleven years ago, Smith had a newly-discoverd in t e s t ina l  bypass operation, designed t o  help 
trim off sane of h i s  excess weight. Smith weighed 280 pounds, and although h i s  doctors told him 
he wasn' t i n  bad health,  they feared he was approaching t h a t  s t a t e .  

The operation achieved its plrpse, and Smith is now a slender 150 pounds. Rut six years 
after  the operation, he experienced kidney f a i lu re .  Beginning last  August he started dialysis 
treatment three hours a day, three days a week. 

Doctors a r e  unsure i f  the operation caused h i s  kidneys to f a i l , .  Smith says. Rut, several  
pa t ien ts  who had the  i n t e s t i n a l  bypass operation later developed kidney f a i lu re .  

But Smith spends no time lamenting over h i s  predicament. "The operation was new, and 
doctors d idn ' t  know a b u t  t he  s i d e  e f fec ts , "  he says. " I ' m  j u s t  happy I can go through d i a l y s i s  
and be good a s  new. 

"Twenty years ago w e  didn' t even have d i a l y s i s  machines, Where would I be ncw?" he shrugs. 

Smith, a sponsor of the Fellowship of Chris t ian Athletes a t  Vanderbilt University,  says he 
considers the nine hours a week he spends on d i a l y s i s  "a g i f t  of' time." 

On Tuesday and Thursday afternoons while on d i a lys i s ,  he spends h i s  time working fo r  the 
board "because they' ve been so good to me. " On Saturday mornings, he s tudies  h i s  Sunday school 
lesson. 

"1: teach col lege freshmen a t  my church (Woodhnont Bapt i s t  Church i n  Nashvill,e) , so the f i r s t  
thing I do on Saturdays is my Sunday school lesson, 

"I know I wait  kind of l a t e ,  but.. . ," h i s  voice trails. 

When Smith i sn '  t wri t ing speeches, working fo r  the b a r d  or studying h i s  Sunday morning 
lesson, he sneaks i n  a mystery novel or  two. 

Because Smith took h i s  kidney f a i l u r e  so matter-of-factly, his doctors have asked him 
several  times to go to the  hospi ta l  and talk t o  new pa t i en t s  wi th  t he  same problem. 

"One man was j u s t  so act ive,  and he 'knew h i s  l i f e  was over. He  was so discouraged. But I 
to ld  him how I t r ave l  a l l  t he  time, and a l l  of the sudden, he changed," Smith relates. 

-more-- L 
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He explains he can hook up to a dialysis machine wherever he travels just by making advance 
appointments with the local center. 

Smith says he believes one should learn fran a crippling illness. 

"Material things are just not important. Life and living is all that counts.ll 
-30-- 
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Southern Baptists Make Progress 
During Past Year, Patterson Says By Ken C a p  

Baptist Press 
2/20/86 

DALLAS (BP)--By ackncwledging theological differences between omsing factions in their 
convention, Southern Baptists have made substantial progress in the last year toward solving 
their problems, said fundamental-conservative leader Paige Patterson said. 

Patterson offered that evaluation during a question-and-answer session on convention issues 
that opened the 1986 "School of the Prophets" Feb. 17 at First Baptist Church of Dallas. 

"I am tremendously encouraged by the progress made by the (Southern Baptist Convention) 
Peace Cmittee, '' said Patterson, president of the Criswell Center for Biblical- Studies. The 
undergraduate arm of the center, Criswell Bible College, co-sponsors, al.onq with First Raptist of 
Dallas, the annual "School of the Prophets" seminar in church dynamics. 

Characterizing as "forthright" and "frank" the Peace Cumnittee's discussions, Patterson 
said, llThough the consequences are not altogether apparent, the conunittee seems to have reached 
agreement that there are substantive theological prob1.m~. " 

Differences center on the "Baptist Faith and Message" Artic1.e One, dea1.ing with the 
Scriptures, he said. He encouraged seminary proEessors, in particular , to avoid semantic games 
and forthrightly accept or deny biblical inerrancy. 

"Everybody ought to declare himself," he said. "Southern Baptists ought to be able to kncw 
where every professor stands on the factual accuracy of Scripture. " 

Patterson dealt primarily with the six seminaries direct1.y operated by the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Hawever, in answer to a question about colleges and universities antrolled by state 
conventions, Patterson said that Southern Baptists should be alert to any attempts to surrender 
control and ownership of Baptist schools. 

"There is no governance relationship with the Southern Baptist Convention and these schools, 
but many do receive Cooperative Program funds that come frm Southern Baptist churches through 
the state offices and to the schools. There is a pipeline relationship," he said. 

Patterson added he could not accept entirely the argument that colleges and universities are 
strictly investigative institutions, not tools of indoctrination. "As Baptists, we don't have 
any business doing anything in which we don't indoctrinate, whether it's our schools or our 
Baptist hospitals or whatever ,'I he said. 

In response to a question concerning reporting of the convention rontroverzy by the 
denminational press, Patterson replied that, with a few exceptions, articles had hen slanted 
and biased against the fundamental-conservatives. 

"I wou1.d say that press coverage has been nearly four times mare fair in the secular press 
than in the denminational press," he answered. "Too often the denminational writer has a 
position to defend." 

When asked who the candidates for Southern Baptist Convention president wuld be in 1986, 
Patterson said that no one formally had agreed to be naminated. 

-more- 
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Hmever, he n o t d  it appeared Winfred Moore, f i r s t  vice president of the convention and 
pastor of F i r s t  Baptist Church of Amarillo, Texas, would be the moderate-conservatives' 
candidate, and Adrian Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church of Memphis, Tenn., had been 
mentioned a s  the fundamental-conservatives' candidate. 

"Many of us muld l i k e  t o  see him (Rogers) go again; there's no secret  about that," said 
Patterson, although he noted Rogers had not yet agreed t o  allow h i s  nme t o  be presented as  a 
candidate. 

Terming the 1986 Southern Raptist  Convention in  Atlanta "the most important ever, " Patterson 
encouraged the pastors i n  attendance to send t o  the next convention every messenger t o  which 
thei r  churches are enti t led.  

Patterson he had not been surprised by the mderate-conservatives' strength a t  
the Dallas convention, but he suggested tha t  one reason was the large concentration of messengers 
"drawing denminational paychecks." H e  claimed that  a t  the 1984 Southern Baptist Convention i n  
Kansas City, 17 percent of persons present were denominational employees, many of whom "were 
there on Cooperative Program expense accounts. " 

H e  was asked t o  ~ n s n e n t  on recent remarks by two fundamentalmnservatjve pastors i n  Florida 
who  indicated thei r  churches would send a s  messengers only those persons who would vote as the 
pastor would. He replies he did not believe past:ors should instruct  messengers how t o  vote. 

Hcwever , he said tha t  type of instruction is usually unnecessary, because most churches with 
which he is acquainted follaw t h e i r  pastoral leadership. 

"If  the pastor is preaching r igh t  i n  the  pulpit  week a f t e r  week, he won' t. have to instruct  
the messenger st  " he said. 

--30- 

Taiwan Mayor Honors 
Missionary Angie Golmon By Bur ton Cook 

Baptist Press 
2/%0/86 

TAIPEI, Taiwan (BP) - T h e  mayor of Taipei has honored Southern Baptist missionary Angie 
G o h n  for' her ministry to teen-aged prost i tutes,  orphans and the elderly. 

@ h n ,  a Jackson, Tenn., native, received the Golden Camel Award f ran  Taipei Mayor Hsu 
Shwei-De i n  recent ceresnonies i n  Taipei,  the  nation's capital.  Sane 3,000 guests assembled a t  
the Sun Yat-Sen Memorial Hall to honor her mi! 19 other men and women involved i n  gowrment and 
private social  service. Golmon and a Spanish Catholic nurse were the only nonxhinese honorees 
i n  the group. 

The awards were presented for only the s a n d  time, Hsu said. 

"Camels a re  of nondescript outwwd appearance but are known for their  inner strength, 
perseverance and a b i l i t y  to suffer  under the burdens of others," the mapr observed, holding up 
one of the camel trophies. "They seek not praise but a re  fa i th fu l  i n  rendering service t o  
others. These are apt descriptions of the actions and motives of those w e  honor with the Golden 
Camel Awards today. It 

The awards, sponsored by the  c i t y  government and the organization of volunzeer social  
workers i n  the c i ty ,  honor individuals nminated by social  agencies and encolurGe public par tici- 
pation i n  social  service. The mayor noted goverlment alone cannot meet all the needs of more 
than four million people l iving i n  the Taipei area, noting all ci t izens  must join i n  the effort .  

The honorees included workers w i t h  the mentally ill, the  elderly, orphans, prisoners, 
juvenile delinquents, pros t i tu tes  and the poor. 

Golmon, the mother of three children, has worked i n  Taiwan with her husband, music 
missionary Bob G o h n  of Moss Point, M i s s . ,  s ince 1981. For more than three years, she has 
joined Chinese Baptist m e n  who v i s i t  r,etiranent homes and orphanages. 

--mr e-- 
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More recent ly she began work a t  a detent ion home for young g i r l s  arrested for prost i tut ion.  

Beginning with English conversation c lasses ,  she has develaped relat ionships with several  teen- 
aged g i r l s ,  ta lking and l i s ten ing .  She gives addi t ional  t ime helping those released make a new 
start i n  l i f e .  

The d i rec tor  and other  munse lors  a t  the detent ion center  sawtimes ask  GoLmn' s help i n  
advising g i r l s  with special needs. The missionary also has en l i s ted  the  aid of Mrs. Wang, a 
Chinese Chris t ian psychologist. Wang has W a supporter of the g i r l s  and has invi ted some t o  
l i v e  temporarily i n  her home. 

Golmon said she thinks the key to rescuing scme of these g i r l s  is having a place--a halfway 
house-where g i r l s  r e l e a s d  from detention can go. If  they go back home or return t o  the  hote l s  
where they worked before, t he re  may be no escape Erm the same trap,  she worried. 

G o h n  to ld  the  s to ry  of two Chinese p ros t i t u t e s  named Karen and Cathy, ages 1 4  and 15, whom 
she befriended i n  the detent ion center.  After t h e i r  re lease,  t he  g i r l s  had no place t o  go but 
back t o  the hote l  where they worked before. 

One Saturday a f t e r m n  the g i r l s  ca l led  Golmn and asked her to come and see them. Golmn 
and missionary Nannette L i t e s  located the g i r l s  and talked w i t h  them. Asked i f  they would turn  
t h e i r  back on pros t i tu t ion  i f  they could, both g i r l s  repl ied,  "Yes, but w e  have no other place t o  
go." Early Sunday morning Karen ca l l ed  G o h n  again, t h i s  t i m e  i n  tears. 

By Wednesday, GoLmon had helped arrange fo r  Karen and Cathy t o  move i n t o  Wang's house. Rut 
a f t e r  th ree  days the  g i r l s  were gone again. They l e f t  most of t h e i r  things a t  Wang's, however, 
and the  Chr is t ian  wmen hope they w i l l  cane back. 

Perhaps Karen and Cathy chose to be p ros t i t u t e s ,  bu t  Sandy' s story is di f fe ren t .  She was 
sold by her parents i n t o  pros t i tu t ion .  Although she sa id  she wants to leave the  hotels ,  she has 
t o  stay. Others l i k e  her are there  because of family debts. Sane g i r l s  a r e  ac tua l ly  members of 
famil ies  who operate the hotels.  For them it is a business, t he  only l i f e  they have ever k n m .  

I n  consultation with t h e  Chinese Bapt i s t  women and several Rapt i s t  pastors,  (7dmn has 
developed the idea of a halfway house to help t h e  g i r l s  make a t r ans i t i on  back i n t o  society.  

Several Bapt i s t  groups are mnsidering t h i s  project .  So is Taipe i ' s  Social Welfare 
Department. Planners hop the  city can provide a f a c i l i t y  while Bapt is ts  supply the  volunteer 
s t a f f  for  the halfway house. 

The Golmns were appointed by the  Southern Bap t i s t  Foreign Mission Board i n  1971. They 
studied Mandarin Chinese i n  Taiwan Erm 1972 to 1974, then worked i n  Malaysia and the phi l ippines 
before returning t o  Taiwan i n  1981. 

--3o-- 
(Bur ton C m k  is a Southern Bapt i s t  missionary i n  Taiwan. ) 
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aJCPA F i l e s  Statement 
On Tax Reform Legislation By Kathy Palen 

Bapt i s t  Press  
2/20/86 

WASHINGION (BP) -In an effort: to protect  t h e  tax-exempt s t a t u s  of church p n s i o n  and welfare 
benef i t s  b a r d s ,  t h e  Bapt i s t  J o i n t  C m i t t e e  on Public  Affairs has f i l ed  a w r i t &  statement with 
the  U.S. Senate Finance Cannittee. 

F i led  i n  conjunction with f i v e  days of hearings held by t h e  Finance Carranit tee on t h e  Tax 
Reform A c t  of 1985 (H.R. 3838), the statement propses dele t ion  or anendment of Section 1012 of 
the  b i l l .  That sec t ion  calls for  s t r ipp ing  t h e  Southern Bapt i s t  Annuity Board and other  such 
church boards of t h e i r  federal t ax  exemption. 

Before taxing of those church bards could begin, however, t he  b i l l  would have t o  k passed 
by the  Senate and signed by President Reagan i n  the same form as it was passed by the  House of 
Representatives i n  mid-Dmber.  Action by t h e  f u l l  Senate is not expected u n t i l  mid-1986. 

--more-- 
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I n  its written statement, t h e  Bap t i s t  J o i n t  C a m i t t e e  described church pension and welfare 
benef i t s  boards as "an in tegra l  p a r t  of the mission and ministry" of churches s ince  those b a r d s  
ca r ry  out  the "churches' s p i r i t u a l  t a s k  of providing for t h e i r  needy and r e t i r e d  minis ters  and 
denminat ional  employees." The statement explained t h a t  while the  b a r d s  are incorporated 
separately t o  protect employee assets f r an  creditors of other church organizations, t h a t  
incorporation has l i t t le  to do with the ac tua l  po l i t y  or composition of the  church. 

"Taxation of these church b a r d s  is tantamunt  t o  taxat ion of the churches themselves and as 
such cons t i tu tes  a radical  departure f r an  the t r ad i t i ona l  interpretat ion of church-state 
separation," the  statement maintained. 

The statement, which a l s o  was signed by t h e  Church of the  Brethren, out l ined pr ior  Supreme 
Court and congressional pos i t ions  that supported tax-exempt s t a t u s  fo r  churches and a d m a t e d  
defining the  term "church" broadly enough to encompass pension and welfare benefi ts  b a r d s .  

I n  the  statement, t he  ~ a p t i s t  J o i n t  Camittee also warned taxation of church b a r d s  would 
require  "continual surveillance, monitoring, per iodic  invest igat ions and aud i t s  resu l t ing  i n  an 
' impermissible degree' of entanglement" of the  federal  government i n  church a£ f a i r s .  

"Perhaps the most canpelling reason for exempting church boards £ran taxat ion l i e s  i n  the  
poten t ia l  for  s t a t e  regulation or cont ro l  of religion," t he  Bapt i s t  J o i n t  Carranittee s ta ted.  
Apart f r an  its unconst i tut ional i ty ,  t h e  proposed t ax  reform b i l l  would "undoubtdly engender 
con f l i c t  and con£rontatj.on with t h e  churches" and at: t he  very l e a s t  would "lead to a quagmire of 
l i t i ga t ion , "  the statement continu&. 

The s t a t m e n t  urged the  Senate Finance Cannittee t o  r e j e c t  Section 1012 or t o  add an 
exception fo r  "church plans" a s  defined i n  t he  In te rna l  Revenue Code. 

"History demonstrates t h a t  both church and s t a t e  are hea l th ies t  when the  t w o  a r e  all.owed t o  
function apart £ran each other," t h e  statement concluded. "Although there can never be absolute 
or  t o t a l  separation, there  should k an a t t i t u d e  of neut ra l i ty  on the  p a r t  of the s t a t e  with 
r q a r d  t o  religion. Tax exemption of churches serves to maintain t h i s  neutrali ty." 

--3o-- 

Chick-fil-A Owner 
Prac t ices  H i s  Fa i th  By Terr i Lackey 

Baptist Press 
2/20/86 

HAPmm, Ga. (BP)--A small g r i n  splashes Truet t  Cathy's face  when his notoriety is 
mentioned, but it disappears quickly with a wave of h i s  hand. 

The 64-year-old owner and founder of the Chick-fil-A restaurant  chain is not one to dwell on 
h i s  fame and fortune. H e  would ra ther  t a l k  about h i s  t f f ~ l  sons, h i s  daughter, h i s  w i f e ,  h i s  
mother, h i s  fa ther ,  t he  Sunday school c l a s s  of 13- and 14-year-old boys he teaches a t  F i r s t  
Bapt is t  Church of Jonesboro, Ga. , . . .anybody but himself. 

Cathy is no newcamer to publici ty .  H i s  face  has esnbellished the  covers of "Business 
Atlanta," At lan ta ' s  monthly business magazine, and "Sky," a Delta a i r l i n e s  in-f l ight  magazine. 
His success s tory  has h i t  t h e  pages of magazines such as "Forbes" and "Restaurant News" and has 
received a t ten t ion  i n  newspapers throughout t he  nation. 

But it is Cathy' s personal Chr is t ian  testimony--his compassion and generosity, ra ther  than 
h i s  business acumen o r  f inanc ia l  wizardy--that has captured the hea r t s  of h i s  f r iends,  
acquaintances and especial ly  t he  boys i n  h i s  Sunday school c lass .  

Cathy represents Chris t ian laypersons highlighted through Southern Baptis ts '  1986 Baptist 
Dactrine Study on the  doctr ine of the  l a i t y .  Bapt i s t  Doctrine Study, scheduled Apr i l  21-25, is 
spansored by the  church t ra in ing  department of the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board. 

Cathy says he derives  a special pleasure f r m  teaching a Sunday school class of 13- and 14- 
year-old boys, a task he has undertaken for more than 30 years. 

-more-- 
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"I'm b k e d  on t h a t  age, and I intend to s t a y  with i t , "  Cathy says of the class. "That' s a 
c r i t i c a l  age, and i t 's  the las t  opportuni y to  es tab l i sh  values. k 

" A t  t h a t  age, the kids will give  you a l l  the time you want, but a t  15, 16 o r  17, w e l l ,  you 
might as w e l l  forget  it. They're mre in teres ted  i n  g i r l s ,  cars and going out  with t h e i r  
f r iends , " he explains. 

For Cathy, ministering t o  t he  young boys does not  begin and end on Sunday mornings. 

It is not unsual to f ind  him driving a Chick-fil-A van or  s t a t i o n  wagon to the f ron t  doors 
of the boys' homes on Friday afternoon and shut t l ing  them off for the  weekend to h i s  260-acre 
farm outside of Atlanta. 

" I ' m  out  of t : m  q u i t e  a b i t ,  and I feel t h a t  i f  I miss a Sunday or  two, f awe them 
sanething. So I take them to the  farm," he notes. 

Here he b e m e s  one of the gang, speedinq over h i l l s  and val leys on m o t o r q d e s  o r  galloping 
through pastures on horses, Cathy says. 

H i s  morethan-just-a-passing i n t e r e s t  i n  the  boys of h i s  Sunday school cl-ass is evident not 
only through counseling and concern, bu t  through concrete f inancial  assistance. H e  sanetimes 
helps the boys1 famil ies  witb m d i c a l  b i l l s ,  c lothing costs, col lege expenses and jobs. 

Cathy r e c a l l s  a phone c a l l  near Christmas several years ago f r ~ n  a boy who needed 
t r a n s p r t a t i o n  to ge t  to and f r m  work. "I d i d n ' t  knaw the  b y  a t  a l l ,  but he had courage enough 
t o  cal l ,  s o  I to ld  him whatever money he e x n d  he could save, I would match it, and he could buy 
a bicycle. I would ge t  c a l l s  £run him often,  tel.ling m e  haw much he had saved," Cathy says. He 
invi ted the b y  to spend Christmas with him and h i s  family. 

"Needless t o  say, t he re  was a bright ,  shiny bicycle under the t ree ,"  Cathy remembers. The 
young man, now i n  ml.l.ege, still is a frequent v i s i t o r  to the  Cathy household, "and is ju s t  l i k e  
one of the family. " 

Stepping i n t o  the Chick-fil-A headquarters and ta lking with Cathy, it is hard to imagine 
t h a t  t h i s  pioneer of express-service chicken sandwiches sprang f r a n  such humble beginnings. 

"My mother ran a boarding house, nad my father  sold insurance," Cathy says of h i s  childhood 
days i n  Eatonton, Ga. "My dad never r e a l l y  r ecupe ra td  £ram the experience of the Depression." 

I n  1946 Cathy and h i s  brother p l e d  t h e i r  resources, torrowed money and purchased a t iny ,  
24-hour restaurant  just outside Atlanta,  called The Dwarf House. 

Because the restaurant  was located on a heavily-traveled highway t o   lor ida,  Cathy learned 
t h a t  custaners want& food, and they wanted it fast. The Dwarf House, i n  1963, is where Cathy 
perfected the  four-minute chicken sandwich. By 1985, it had paved the  way t o  315 Chick-fil-A 
s to re s  i n  31 s t a t e s ,  one of the na t ion ' s  l a r g e s t  pr ivately-held restaurant  chains. 

Cathy's faith is evident i n  h i s  operation of the chain whose stores are closed on Sundays. 

~ l t h o u g h  Cathy's has received numerous rel igious and c i v i c  awards and r e m i t i o n ,  he says 
he is most proud of the opportuni t ies  he o f f e r s  to "ambitious" young people. 

One of those is C a p  WinShape, a foundation located i n  North G q i a  and established i n  1984 
to pranote the rel igious growth and education of b y s ,  ages seven through 16. 

Another is Winshap Center, where Chick-fil-A employees "who establish good work habi t s  and 
a t t i tudes"  are given an o p p r t u n i t y  to  qua l i fy  fo r  col lege scholarships. 

"I'm motivated," he says, "by young people who are out  there working hard,'' he said. 
--30- 
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