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Gambling Opponents 
Collared In Tm States By David Wilkinson 

Tenn. (BP)--Southern Baptists and other anti-gambling o w t s  smred back-tx)- 
back victories recently whm state legislatures in Mississippi and Texas defeated ~ i - r m r t ~ l  
betting bills. 

Tkre twin losses represent a significant setback for gambling idustry leaders h this 
year h v e  targeted key southern states for expansion of legalized gambling through pri-8utvm.I 
betting and state-sponsored lotteries. Bri-mutuel legislation is still uder ccmsideratiol;l in 
several other states, including Georgia, Kansas and Tennessee. 

Abill whi& muld hve allowed mters in two Mississippi wunties to *ide w-ther to 
establish m t y  racing mmissions was defeated in the state Senate, 27 to 21, after earli r 
passing the House. A notion to reconsider temporarily revived the legislation, but the e l m  
was later tabled, killing the bill for the current session. 

A few ihys later the Texas House surprised gambling proponents by defeating a pi-nnxtmk 
bill 95-52. Sul~porters of the bill have conceded defeat, admitting they lack emugh strmqkh 
to muster the tmthirds majority required to reconsider the legislation. 

The results were particularly sweet fur anti-gambling leaders since many o'bservers in W h  
states had been predicting passage of the gambling legislation. 

In both states, Southern Ehptists figured prominently in public omiticn to the pari- 
mutuel bills. State Baptist moral concerns agencies helm marshall opitian, editma of 
bth state Baptist pprs editmialized against the bills, and many pastors urged thsir 
congregations to xegister their mncern with elected representatives. 

Paul Joms, executive director-treasurer of the Mississimi Baptist Christian Action 
C d s s i m ,  said pri-mutuel s w r t e r s  in t b t  state were s b k e d  by the reversal of a n m m  
intentions of support by a nlrmber of smators who aprently "got the mesaage" Eran  Werat In 
their hme districts. The lmrse lobby, whi& had flooded the state with a paid advertising 
campaign prior to the wte, got wlly 21 of the 31 vote it had prdicted.  

Joraes pointed out tht the night before the vote one senato~: received 15 telephrme calls 
at his mtel befare asking the switchboard to lmld a l l  calls. The next mning the legislator 
had 70 messages urging him to vote against pari-mutuel gambling. 

"Effwrts had ken lnderway for many mths to form an active ooalitim amag various 
group in Mississippi who are opposed both to pari-mutuel and lottery gambling," Pm said, 
"Obvimsly, those efforts bore fruit." 

In an earlier vote, the state Senate werwhelmingly rejected pr-lattery legislation. 

In Texas, Phil Strickland, director of the Texas Ehptist Christian Life Camission, said 
he was "surprised by the margin of victory, although it bcame amrent befare the vlot s w  
for the bill was eroding." During the last legislative session two years ago a pari-mut-1 
bill was passed t y  the Senate and lost by only t w o  votes in the House. 
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Texas Baptists, Strickland said, "resprded w e l l  to the &allenge." While p r - w i n g  
legislators i n  the Senate plan to introduce new pari-mutuel legislation, Strickland said tkre 
House vote "certainly puts them in  a deep hole. The w a r  is mt over yet, but we've rn a major 
batt le .  " 

Fay Valentine, executive director of the southern Baptist Christian L i f e  Carmi~aim, 
praisd Baptist leadership i n  lmth s ta tes  who helped fashion ef fec t iw anti-gambling 
coalitions. 

"lbir labars have shown once again that  the p e r  of grvlement is i n  t b  hmdu of t b  
people a d  that  an involved group of citizens still can krave mare i n f l m c e  t h  a M f u l  of 
gambling lo&yists," he said. 

-30- 

Hwse Panel Begins Hearings 
On Abortim Clinic Violence 

(EP)-A Hause Judiciary Cumnit tee  panel bas begun hearirqs an whsthm v i d l m ~  
a d  other act ivi t ies  directed a t  cl inics whicrh perform abwtiaw violate the ao~stitutiaral 
rights of patients and mplcyees of the clinics. 

A t  a S m t t e e  on Civil a d  Constitutioml Rights hearing Mar& 6,  chairman Dan 
Edwards, &Calif., declared the purpose of the hearings "is mgh t i ca l ly  not to &bats tlp - 
pros and cons of abortion." 

Instead, Edwards said the hearings would examine the violence and o t M  disrwive  
act ivi t ies  at  abortion clinics a d  consider what role the federal gowemmmt haa i n  pratacting: 
the mtitutioml rights of employees ard patiente of t k  clinics. 

In its f i r s t  hearing, the amnittee heard of witnesses-including a patient a d  opexa- 
of clinics perfarming abortions-describe a variety of dierlq3tims staged a b t i a n  foes, 
ranging fran arson to brassing @mne calls ard h t s  to patients and empl-s. 

Edwards stqgested "the harassment a d  intimidaticm of patiglts ard staff" nmy be as 
injurious as the recent rash of bwnbings a d  burnings " in  disoouraging the exercise of 
m t i t u t i o r a l  rights." 

In  later hearings, Edwards said tkae panel hopes to hear fran the Justice Depkmmt an 
a federal c iv i l  rights l a w  making it a crime t o  interfere with the exercise of a m t i t u t i w  
right "is rat being amlied to violence against wanen exercising their  ria- to entar 
reproductive M t h  centers. " 

"Reproductive rights are constitutiomlly prot&ed," Edwards said, "yet the Jwtice 
Departmmt has mt intervened here." 

T h t  aame law, Edwards mted, was previously used by the Justice IXqprtnmt to ~ ~ ~ C Y & Q I  
harasammt of blacks exercising their rigihte to enter restaurants. 

Edwards said kre fully su~parted the exercise of Firs t  hndment free speech ri-a by 
abrYrtim opponents but said the al legatims being inwstigated by h i s  panel "go 
legitimate First  Amdment protests." 

An Oregon wnan who elected to have an aboxtion far mica Mth reasarwr, deacribed th9 
yells ard brasament whia occurred outaide a Partlad, Ore., c l in ic  the day s b  visited. 

"No wrm w b  h s  chosen to go to a clinic s b l d  b v e  to go through t b  k i d  of tccmsnt 
the picketers caused me, " said Katherine Taylor. "The pcverf ul -ary that rsll f a a d   ye^ 
m e  as I entered the clinic w a s  mthing m e  than a tac t ic  of intimidaticn." 

Beside8 the i m p c t  an their p t i e n t s  ard staff, o t k w  witnesses told of t b  financial 
costs of wwiding extra security necessitated by act ivi t ies  directed a t  thsir m W s .  

--we-- 
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After hearing the pel's testimony, committee m e r  Patricia Schroeder, PColo., said 
abortion clinic demonstrations have "gone way beyond free SF&." Schroeder canpared t b  
harassment tactics to lining up people outside a chur& to stop others attempting to enter, 
asking them if whey k n w  what they are doing. 

CXle o w i n g  witness disagreed with the panel's general assessment that the secalled 
"sidewalk counseling" occurring at abolrtion clinics p s  bprd mere exercise of free speech 
rights. " F a  every critic who calls our offer of help 'harassment,' we can present many women 
who call it a W e d  and a last minute reprieve," said Jose* M. Scheidler, director of the 
Pro-Lif e Action League. 

Scheidler said while sane anti-abortion lea&rs have mdemned the violent destruction of 
abxtion facilities, his arganization and others "refuse to cordem it because we refuse to 
cast the abortionists in the role of victims when they are in fact the victimizers." 

The hearings themselves drew fire £ran Republican m-rs of the subcomittee. bp. 
William E. Dannemeyer of California and Midzael DeWine of Ohio criticized Wards faa: halding 
this set of hearings when he has refused during recent years to lnld hearings on a H m a n  Life 
Amndmmt to the Constitution to b n  abortions. 

A second hearing is scheduled March 12. 
-- 30~- 

Carters k e i v e  Award 
Frm Religious PR Group 

Baptist Press 
3/11/85 

ATIA!EA (BP)--~mmer President Jirrarry Carter and First Lady Rosalynn Carter received the 
first Award of Distinction for communication of religious values £ran the Religious Public 
Relations Council in Atlanta Mar& 4. 

The award £ran the national interfaith organization of religious romnunications 
professionals was presented to the Carters by RPRC President Lloyd Housdmlder, director of the 
office of camnunications of the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board. 

Householder said the award was created "to recognize persons who have shckJn consistently 
unique and outstanding efforts to municate religious values through channels o p n  to them," 
He cited the Carters' "devout faith, ongoing chur&manship a d  participation in local churclh 
Wies . " 

The Carters are both Sunday schaol teachers in a Southern Baptist chur* in Plains, Ga., 
and are deeply inmlved in Habitat fcrr Humanity, an international, interfaith organization 
whid.1 h e l p  provide housing for the p r .  

In accepting the award, Carter pid tribute to the importance of the role of mmunicatian 
in religion. "To devote one's life to the prcmotion of religious ard ethical values is irdeed 
a life worthwhile," he said. Rxalynn Carter said, "I hope our future actions will always 
ccmmunicate our religious mnvictions." 

The Carters addressed their remarks of awreciation to the membership of RPFC by videotap 
fran the office of the farmer president in Atlanta. The tape will be played at the 
organization's mtioml convention in Chicago April 22-24. 

- 3 s -  
(BP) photo mailed to state Baptist newspprs by BSSB bureau of Baptist Press 

Natioml Day Of Prayer 
Backed By Fxecutive Camnittee 

Ba tist Press 
&/ss 

NASWILLE, Tmn. (BP)--Southern Baptists, "and Christians everywhere" have been urged to 
make "every day" a day of prayer, with special emphasis on May 2. 

-me 
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President RoMld bagan, follwing a tradition begun in the revolutiomry war and 
reestablished in 1952, has declared May 2 the Natioml Day of Prayer. 

The Fxecutive Cmittee of the 14.3-million member Southern Baptist Conventim, at its 
February meeting, voted unanimously to "mncur in the action" and encouraged "all ckurhes ard 
agencies aligned with the Southern Baptist Convention to give special em-sis to the 
importance of prayer in our relationship with Almighty God." 

The resolution was presented by Ed Drake, a layman frcm Dallas. 
-- 30- 

Church Extension Key 
To Increasing Baptisms 

Baptist Press 
3/11/85 

DENVER (BP)-Starting churches is the only way Southern Baptists will evangelize America, 
a mtiorml church extension mnferemce has kxlen told. 

b'. ,Jack R d f r x c l ,  d i  rector of rhur& extension far the Southern Raptist Convention m e  
Mission b r d ,  warnal state Ihpt i s t  churdl extension lea&rs without a d d i t i o ~ l  churhee, 
Southern Baptists would fail to increase the nlrmber of baptisms (conversions). 

"We will m t  drastically change our baptismal picture until we lave mare places to tell 
who Jesus is," h r g d  Redfad. "If we're going to get the baptismal record up to one million 
people, it will only happen when we have 15,000-20,000 mme &ur&es." 

Southern Baptist evangelism leaihrs, meeting last December, had lamented the fact Southern 
Baptists had hovered around the 400,000 mark f a r  annual baptisms for the past 12 years. 

Rerords irdicated baptisms also dram during 1B4.  Southern Baptists have mt ke* pac 
with the grwh  of the nation, said Redford, who aaed the lag represent& a "crisis" far the 
14.3-million merriber denomination. 

In 1889, there was one Southern bptist &ur& for every 4,000 p p l e ,  explained Redfoad. 
N m  Southern Baptists have one &ur& f a r  every 6,400 p p l e .  Amther 14,000 &ur&es are 
needed "just to stay even," he said. 

While the "climate for aura starting has improved" during the past 15 years among 
Southern Baptists, chur& starting remains burd  by traditioml amroaches to &ur& extension, 
said Redfmd. In addition to sponsoring traditioml chur* program whidh may mt fit tkre 
context of a given cmmmunity, many n w  churhes stress the need far owning traditi-1 &ur& 
facilities, he added. 

Until Baptists are mnvind churches whi& meet in kmnes "are viable, we' 11 never 
evangelize America like we should," said Redfad. 

Southern Baptists' crisis is m t  in demominational squal%les, said Mfard, but in the 
lack of new churches started. "We're politely keeping our head abve the water," he explained. 
"We have got to accelerate &ur& starting or we'll still be baptizing 300,000-400,000 people a 
year 20 years £ran m." 

"Every person ought to lmm J e s u s , "  he said. "But there is a danger they may not unless 
there is a dhurd? in their mmunity." 

James L. Hill, associate director of the board's church starting department, echoed 
Redfad's statements and called far Baptists to adopt new mdels, including house huwches, far 
starting new congregations. 

"As the un&ur&d population of our nation grms, the n m h r  of prsons wlm h v e  little 
or rro understanding of religious, let alone Christian, faith will multiply," said Hill. "Any 
strategy far reaching these people which does m t  take the qspl out of church buildings ard 
into lanes will mt be significantly successful." 

- m e -  
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Hill presented results of a survey of house &ur& mdels which rangd f run fellcwship 
g r o u p  functioning as an outreach arm of a local churd~ to aonstituted chur&es whi& meet i n  
hanes. The survey m t d  the models had been used with great smcess throughout Southrn  
Baptist circles fa discipleship, f e l lwsh ip ,  outreach, and far  beginning new p i n t s  far B i b l e  
study &/a wrsh ip ,  idigenous &ur&-type missions, self-s-rting missions an: &ur&es a d  
house &urcrhes. 

H i l l  mted t h e  first-century chur* grew because "early Christians took their f a i t h  into 
t h e i r  da i ly  l ives .  They d i d  mt  regiment their Christian l ives  a d  witness to the limits of 
Sunday morning t radi t ions and r i tua ls . "  

H i l l  called on Southern Baptists to mobilize lay leaders to take the  gospl in to  their 
hanes and canmunities. "If  Southern Baptists are to reach our nation for Christ, w e  must move 
our witness out of chur* buildings to places where it can he heard by the grming millions of 
people who w i l l  never ccme t o  our services," he said.  

"There is an i m c t i v e  army of lay leaders i n  our d e n o m i ~ t i ~ n  which a u l d  dmnge the 
course of the Christian f a i t h  i n  our society," H i l l  adrled. "May God grant us the  courage to 
send them hane with the  gospel as we seek to es tab l i sh  a d  grcw tens  of thousands of new 
churdes  . " 

Chur* extension is vulnerable because its swcess m fa i lure  is measured by one annual 
statistic, sa id  Gerald Palmer, missions vice-president far the  Hane Mission Board. But annual 
figures are not t o  Ix the f i m l  judgment on &ur& extension, since the net  gain i n  d~utches 
r e f l ec t s  only a part ion of &ur& extension mrker s '  ef f arts, he explained. 

Not every cammunity can sus ta in  a se l f - suppr t ing  chur*, he added. Sane hurd.1-type 
missions should remain as smh, he added. 

Y e t  rr> mmmunity is too s m a l l  ar tm f a r  away for Southern Baptists to b g i n  a ministry, 
said Palmer, w h o  added Baptists must use a variety of models i n  order to r e z h  the  maximum 
number of people while remaining good stewards of demmimtiorral resources. 

Chur& extension must remain a p r i a r i t y  among Southern Baptists, Palmer maintained. The 
denomination w i l l  "live m d i e  as we are used by the S p i r i t  of God to b i r t h  new Christians a d  
new churches," he said. In  f ac t ,  chur& extension w i l l  determine Southern Baptists' future." 

"We as Southern Baptists were born of a missionary impluse," he said.  "We were born of 
mi  ssions and bmn to do missions. " 

Palmer noted the H a n e  Mission Board gave &ur& extension p r i c r i t y  because "we saw our 
base of evangelism ard ministry being eroded." Only by s t a r t ing  new chur&es w i l l  Southern 
Baptists brcaden the  base for missions, and thus secure a futuxe far t ~ e l v e s ,  he said.  

- 30- 

Semimry Fazulty Voices 
S u m r t  For Ordained Wcman Pastor 

Baptist Press 
3/11/85 

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BP)-In a response to controversy over Hane Mission Ebard firmcia1 
s w t  for an ordained woman pastor,  the facul ty of Soutkastern Baptist Theological Sanimry, 
Wake Farest ,  N.C., has adopted unanimously a statemmt of affirmation of her ministry. 

Debra Griffis--berry, a 1977 graduate of Southeastern, waa callad recently as -tor 
by the Brmdneck Baptist Mies i~n ,  Annapolis, Md. Uder tb arrangement of her employment, a 
portion of her salary w i l l  be paid by the Southrn Baptist kme Misaion Board. 

After approving her sa la ry  sqplwnent, the Hcma Mission Board was critized fcr  its supprt 
of an ordaind woman. The c r i t i s m  Eollcwa the adoption of a resolution at  the 1984 Sartkrern 
Baptist Convention which discouwaged churches £ w a n  ordaining m e n .  

--me-- 
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In the statement, Griffis--berry, w b  earned two degrees at Southeastern, was cited as 
having "distinquished herself as a sholar, as a minister-irr-training, and as a Christian 
person in her prepration here." The statement also said "she has served with cunpetence on 
our instructioml staff," and had done "excellent work" in t m  RaLeigh, N.C., ~ngregations. 

"Given this significant history," the statement continued, "we affirm the Hme Mission 
Board's recent approval of her for chur& pstoral assistance." Further, the faculty said "she 
lives out in her pstoral work qualities of ministry we value highly," among which were 
"camnitment to the Lordship of Jesus Christ," "able preaching," and "evangelistic aoncern." 

- - 3 s -  

Baylm Trustees Witldraw 
$24 Million Bond Issue Plan 

Baptist Press 
3/11/85 

W X O ,  Texas (BP)--Baylor: University trustees have farmally witMrawn the $24 million bond 
issue p x p s a l  presented to the Baptist General Convention of Texas in late 1984. 

The bord issue plan had rwt k e n  mnsidered by the BOCT executive ocrranittee, altbugh i t  
had been approved by the administrative carmi ttee. 

The financing plan would have helped fund the mnstruction a d  renovation of several 
buildings, including the proposed $13.5 million special events center. 

The action was taken as the result of a 33-pge legal opinion received in February f ran 
the Nbright and Jawcnrski law f im in Houston. The report raisd legal quest ions regarding 
the use of federal fLlnds far  buildings tht would be used, in part, for religious prpes ,  
such as hosting the annual Baptist General Convention of Texas, student revivals or ather 
religious meetings. 

J.D. Hudson, chairman of the trustee building amnittee, emmsized ccslmittee members are 
camitted to the cnrigiml construction and renovation plan, but will need to seek alternative 
methods of financing. -- 30-- 

Historic FBC San Francisco 
Aligns With Southern Baptists 

Baptist Press 
3/11/85 

SAN FRANCISCO (BPI-A church fourded during the height of the Califarnia gold rush b s  
be- o m  of the newest congregations in the Southern Baptist Convention. 

First Baptist Church of San Francisco was voted into makership in the San Francism 
Peninsula Southern Baptist Association on Jan. 21 while retaining its relationship with the 
American Baptist Convention. 

It is believed to be the first California &urch to be dually aligned with with the 14.3- 
million member Southern Baptist Convention and the 1.6-million American Baptist Convention. 

Fourrded in 1849, at ths height of the California gold rush, the church vies with San 
Francism's First Presbyterian Church for: the title of the oldest Protestant &ur& west of the 
Rocky Mountains. 

"We went through a two-year study of the situation, trying to m e  i n f c r r d  a b u t  
Southern Baptist life," said James Higgs, pastor of the &urch since 1980. The vate to dually 
align was amroved by 77 percent of the congregation. 

"This city is without a significant (evangelical) m a k l , "  Higgs said. "We felt we a u l d  
do m e  by caperating t h m  by competing--we mt this direction -cause we want very mwh to 
be a servant &ur& to San Francisco." 

--me-- 
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Budget support will be given to"toth the SEE arad the American bptist Cawentian ard 
literature fran both denminatiam will be used in various education1 program. 

Attendance at the dcxl~ntcrwn &ur& is agproximately 350 and includes 30 different 
~tionalities. Professars ard  students £ran Golden Gate Baptist Theological S d m r y  in M i l l  
Valley, Calif., (an SBC s&ml) have been a part of the church's life for deca&s. Professor8 
have served as ronsultants and numerous students have served internships. 

Higgs, a graduate of Dallas Theological Semimry, had mt been a Southern Baptist. 

While First Ihptist made California history with its Southern Baptist-American hptist 
alignnmt, nmerous hurches in other states are dually aligned with the t m  cbmminatians 
which split prior to the Civil War. In fact, one state convention, Washirqton, D.C., is dually 
aligned with tm groups. 

In California many churches, including seven in the San Franciscm Peninsula Southern 
Baptist Association, are dually align& with the SRC a d  National Baptist. 

--3*- 

Make Reaching Ethnics 
Baptist Priarity: l b m  

Baptist Press 
3/11 /85 

DENVER (BP)-A Southern Baptist language missions leader has dhallmged Southern Baptists 
to set a goal of reaching three percent of the American ethnic population by the year 2000. 

Oscar I. w, director of the language missions division of the Southern Baptist H a n e  
Mission Board, told participants in an annual language missions conference Southern Baptists 
currently share the gos~l with less t h  one-hlf of one percent of the languageculture 
people in America. 

Yet Southern Baptists' amnitment to share the gospel with every person in the world by 
the end of the mtury demands the denanination direct mllch of its energy into language 
miss ions. 

The 1980 Census identified 42.2 percent of the Amxican ppilation as ethnic/languaw 
culture persons, said Rmo, and language missions ogprtunities, "whi& incl- deaf, 
internationals a d  ~~r~locurnented," exceed 117,&1,108 people. 

Additiomlly, Rano said, the Global 2000 R e p r t  to t b  President idicated as many as 
30 percent of those born in the Third World during the next 15 years will seek to migrate to 
the United States. 

"The nations of the world are mntinuing to m e  to America," explain& Rcmo. 

To reach three percent of the ethnic population, Rcmo said, would require Southern 
Baptists to evangelize 2.9 million languapculture people, establish 14,400 new cmgregatians, 
or 960 new congregtions a year far the next 15 years, begin 7,500 new units of ministry among 
internationals, and establish 1,600 new units of 50 menibers eech among deaf people. 

E3ut Southern Baptists must be willing to d-mge paternalistic attitudes W a r d  ethnics if 
they are to successfully reach language-culture people with t k  gospel, said IZrmo. He mted 
during t k  first half of 20th century, language congregations were subjugated to Anglo 
congregations. Ethnic &ur&es were relegated to "mission" status in order to receive 
fimcial assistance, they could not sponsor Anglo mgregations, and Anglo &urdnes d e s i g e d  
programs to merge ethnic congregations with the sponsoring Anglo chur&, Fbno explained. 

"The predanimt churh ,  in its effart to be redemptive, became paternalistic," said m. 
Even today, he added:, "our cultural myopia" disaourages ethnic groups f ran  developing 
contextual, self-supporting cxmgregations. 

-me 
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Southern Baptists far the most part have permitted ethnics "to worship, minister and 
e~ngelize i n  their  language d cultural context," said Rcmo. Southern Baptists currently 
have a witness among 84 ethnic/languawculture group,  94 American Irdian tribes, 
internationals a d  deaf, he mted. 

Eut greater ethnic inwlvemmt i n  planning mission strategies, particularly i n  mbn 
areas of the nation, is needed i n  Southern Baptist l i f e ,  said Ram. 

Pluralism is $&ping the nation's urban centers, said FWno, who mted 31 c i t i e s  increased 
ethnic pp i l a t i on  between 1970 a r d  1%0. He ad3ed i n  13 of the nation's 20 largest 
metropolitan areas, the canbined ethnic an3 racial  mimrities canpri se mare t b n  50 percent of 
the t o t a l  population. 

Rmo called f a r  "teamship" a t  associatiom1 levels whi& would involve language missions 
leaders "rather thm tel l ing them what they w i l l  do." 

Reaching ethnics w i t h  the gospel primarily w i l l  ke. done thrwh the work of ethnics, said 
Rcro. I n  order to reach three percent of the ethnic p m a t i o n  of the United States, Swthern 
Baptists w i l l  need t o  locate and t ra in  23,500 ethnic leaders. 

By using E t h n i c  I a&?rsh ip  lkvelopnent Cmters (&I3e), Southern Ebptiste can provide 
local t ra in ing  o m r t u n i t i e s ,  said Rmo. "Ttre availability and equiming of leadsra w i l l  
determine i f  three percent of the ethnic poplat ion will hear the gospel," he explained. 

He also called for Baptist s d ~ r i e s  a d  i n s t i t u t i m  to develop curricula "in view of 
the nation's plural ist ic  society. The need faar courses i n  American ethnic anthrqrolagy and 
m d r n  languages is evident," he said. "If Southern Baptists don't t ra in  t b i r  leaders, otl-ers 
will." 

Rano noted mare than 72 percent of the group "among w l - m  Raptists minister do mt hear 
one single piece of material in  their language." The Baptist k d a y  Schwl Board, Wunan's 
Missiomry Union a.d the Brother- Carmission already have made aarmcitments to e m  thei r  
language materials produce l ine, he announced. 

FOno said often ethnic group are criticized far a lack of baptisms. But he noted ethnic 
&ur&es were among the bp ta i n  baptisms i n  at least  four states. 

W i t h  a high response among sane language groups, strong empahsis an evangelizing ethnics 
could lead the denomination to an all-time high i n  baptisms, aaed w. 

"Evangelism is synomfllous with missions," he said. I f  Southern Raptists do re& three 
percent of the ethnic  ppulation, mted Rano, "this  could mean an a a i t i o m l  X)O,OM3 baptisms 
each Far. " 

Rcmo h l l m g e d  Baptists t o  learn £ran the past a d  lead with "aggressive cxmfidence" in 
reaching ethnics i n  America. "We as  Baptists axe agents of Imp," he said. "Together, w can 
a g e  the face of our entire nation." 
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S t h t s  Urged To C r o s s  
Borders Through Missions 

Baptist Press  
3/11/85 

WKlM, Texas (S3P)-Describing world evange1istn not as "a program but a passion," a 
Texas p t o r  &allengad studznts to consider a l i f e  of mission service during Sout-tern 
Baptist Theolqical Seminary's annual student missions caferace. 

More t h n  850 conferees crossed s ta te  lines £ran all directions to learn about "Missiom 
1 A c r o s s  mrders" a t  the 36th annual event March 1-3 i n  Fort Worth, Texas. At  least 40 decisions 
were recorded, including many camnitments to mission service. 

--rimre-- . 
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Hane and fareign missiomries, journeymen and semimry professarrs were on hand ta discuss 
the geograpkical, language, cultural and religious borders Southern Baptists are crossing 
through missions. 

The highlight of the opening session was the theme inter~etation, written and g~aduced by 
Dennis K. Parrish. The story revealed the need for missions volunteers to wepare twel- 
f a r  missions ard to go with the right motives. 

A special feature on mrld h u n ~ r  Saturday mrrning d-mllmged mnferees to alter t b i r  
lifestyles so as "mt to be i n  ampetition with my neighlmr." B i l l  O'Brien, executive v i c e  
president of the Fareign Mission Board, said swh a c c m m i t m e n t  is necessary for American 
Christians "to attain mure credibility i n  the eyes of the mld."  

A lifestyle of evangelism was also encouraged by the marning keynote s-ker, Laura Fry 
A l l a t  the Hane Mission Board's m t i m l  evangelism consultant with wanen. "We're witn-8  s 
wherever God has placed us, " Fry reminded the studmts . "We sbuld have an urgency to elmre 
our faith wherever we are. " 

Daniel Vestal, pastor of First Baptist Chur*, Midland, Texas, implared the Satwhy ni- 
conferees i n  his kepte  address to r e m e r  "Baptists s tar td  out as humble people." 

"We as Southern Baptists are row an a f f l uen t  and established chur&," Vestal said, "d 
one of the dangers is that we furget the people £ran which we came." Vestal exhorted the 
audience to share the Gospel with others. "Missions is mt a program but a passion," he said. 

During the fiml session Sunday, Pablo Deiros, Southwestern's guest profwsaa of m i s s i m  
£ran Argentim, challenged participnts to became persomlly involved i n  missions. "Lift up 
your eyes to see a world i n  crisis," he urged. "Lift up your eyes to see a worldwithwrt 
Christ. Jesus is  the only hop fa r  the wrld. 

"The only way this mrld w i l l  be redeemed is to leave our selfish, mall m l d s  ard p 
across the borders with the message of Jesus Christ," he said. 

-30-  

T w  Couples Hornred, Past Reviewed 
A t  S a r t k t e r n ' s  Fourders Day 

Baptist Press 
3/11/85 

WXTH, Texas (BP)-Ttm Texas couples have been hornred with one of Sout-tern 
Baptist Tl-mlqical Seminary's most "valuable a d  important" awards. 

The B.H. Carroll Awards, given this year to Mr. Mrs. Jenkins Garrett of Fort mth and 
Mr. and Mrs. Fher Jackson of Dallas, corrrmemcgate the vision of the fader of the seminary, 
W e r  whose leadlership Sout~estern was chartered on Mar& 14, 1908. 

The awards, presented a t  the annual Fourders Day lundhmn, were described by Southest rn 
President R u s s e l l  H. Didlay as "relatively new, but very valuable and i m p t a n t "  in recognizing 
those "who justly deserve it fur their s w r t  of the semimry." 

Garrett, an attorney, was a seminary trustee fran 19Nl to 1968 a d  serves as 
Southwestern ' s counsel. Jackson, a retired educator, h s  been active i n  rand.ling and 
i nvestmts . 

-- 30- 
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Cooperative Program 
Sta r t s  1%35 With Boom By Craig Bird 

NASHVILLE, T a n .  (BP)--Budget support for  tlae national p r q a m s  of the Southern Baptist 
Convention was impressive the f i r s t  tm months of 1985. 

In  January t he  SBC's mtioml unified budget received $10,812,419 £ran the 37 a f f i l a t ed  
state anvent ions,  t he  largest o n e m n t h  contribution total ever for the na t ioml  Cooperative 
Program a d  only the  th i rd  time monthly contributions had broken the  $10 million baxrier. 

P e r b p  more signif icant ly,  February f igukes4hcked up the record month as $9,215,791 i n  
voluntary g i f t s  were received t o  fund the  SBC's worldwide mission and educatioml programs. 

'Ibt marked the  f i r s t  time since 1980., when in f la t ion  was i n  double digits, the  mtioml 
Caaperative Program has put together a solid January and February. February receipts had 
declined i n  both 1984 and 1983 while a healthy increase i n  1982 fo l lmed a weak January. 

Frm 1982 through 1984, January-February receipts increased a mere $470,418. The jmp 
£ran the 1984 total of $18,829,934 t o  the 1985 totals was $1,198,276. 

Ihe resu l t s  a re ,  f ive  months in to  its fiscal year, the SBC has received $47,977,326. That 
r e f l ec t s  an increase of 8.21 percent (more than $3.64 million) over the first f ive  months of 
the 1983-84 f i s c a l  year. 

Almost 70 percent of tha t  t o t a l  has cpne t o  the Foreign Mission W r d  and the  Hme Mission 
Board ard another 20 percent has been divided by the s i x  Soutkaern Ebptist semimries. The 
remaining money, less than $10 million, has &n shred by eleven other na t ioml  SBC agencies. 

In 1979-80, after five months, the  natiornl Cooperative Program receipts were just urder 
$30.2 million. Five years l a t e r ,  receipts are up more t h  37 percent. 

The gravth i n  terms of rea l  dol la rs  has been even mcrre s ignif icant  as inf la t ion  ra tes  f e l l  
drastically and remain low. 

Last year, for the f i r s t  time, the natiornl Cooperative Program failed to meet its basic 
operating budget. The 1984-85 basic budget of $118 million appears to be within reach haeve r .  
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