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The IArd's Hand Is Not: Shortened 
For Mississippi Dentist Pm3 Family By Bonita Sparraw 

BCUAKE, Imry Coast (BPI-Fbr 10 years in Clinton, Miss., dentiet Charles Deawrrs treated 
toothaches and attenled church, He h d  a flourishing wactice and a qd life. Rat tbd M a 
better idea for the lhevers family. 

NaJ assignd by the Foreign fission Bmxd to a mission point at bu&e on h Xver~y Coast 
of Africa, Mmrs still treats toothaches ard attends church. 

?Way, however, marry of the patients who care to him go fran a pain in the wuEh to a 
peace in the heart am3 the church Lkevews attends is likely to be ane that has 8- &rapl him 
dental practice at Bouake, or fran his work in the local prison there. 

Both Deevers and his wife, Diane, were quick to acknwledge to RosseX MeTbPlald of the 
Swlthern Baptist Radio and Television Cormnisr~ion W' s hand "is mt sfaortendt" in t h i r  liven, 
McDoMld was cat the Ivory Cmst to film mission segments to be aired an "Ouf Wolrld," a wderk4 
magazinefomt program seen an the ACTS network. 

I3ental practice in Mississippi and m the Ivory -st has sane mimilaritiem-a -hp 
is a toothache in any language. But it has a number of differences. 

In M e  patients begin lining up outside the clinic at 5:30 in the m. DsnwlQors and 
his assistants will see 60 or 70 patients each day--8,000 to 10,000 a year. 

The day begins at the clinic with Wvers a d  the clinic staff sharing bevotitm. That, ia 
follckled by another devotional time with the pmple outside, waiting in line for tmabmt. 

"We try ta follow Jesus' example of healing the whole psram-@ysically atvll 
Ikvers said. "W want the pople to be &sically healed but we aleio want them to haer Ula 
gOOd newt of Jesua. " 

A f t e r  the devotions, as patients begin arriving, Iktevera wr~ens each atae and m, uardsr 
his direction, many of those patients are turned wer to me of this seven aslsietmta M b  w 
trainsd to give injections and extract selected teeth. The patients with difficult 
are reserved for Deevers' attention, 

"Ths~e ass istants arena t educated in terns of univerei ty deqreee , but they ham leama! 
very quickly and are very mpble, " Deevers said. "They are all mml-winning Qlxirtiruls, able 
to dieciple the patients. I believe God had a hand in guiding every are of ta w," 

The assistants have all cane to their jobs by different routes. lkmmrrr told d am, Q 
f llaw church &r , who canw to him asking for prayer for "a problem. " 

"I askod him what the prablem was and he said he would tell nr after we b d  paaysd 
it," Deevexs said. "So w prayed, asking God to solve his problem. After thrs pra Chs wn 
said, '4 prdslem is that I want to work in the clinic with yw as m of yerur ess am-.'  
That m is nm a very capable assistant." 

r" 
The clinic serves ae m e  t h  just a dental office, Deevers said. "Th*ee is a r e d n g  

ram here that is open in the aftenwon ard evening with o m  of t b  assistants on W to U k  
with peopl who aome in." 

And fram that reading roosn, and the ability of Dewera d the 8 8 ~ ~ 1 l  8enW aasriatantp @ 
disciple new believers, has merged a church with 150 mmbxs. Services a m  EYIM a bldc awg 
£run the clinic. 

--more-- 
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That is not the only church which has resulted frm Deevers' ministry. "'There's a prison 
here with a b x t  2,000 inmates serving sentences ranging frcm five years to life, " &mere said. 
"We got permission £ran the authorities to go in one day a week to w i d e  Mtal c W  fcX 
about 15 or 20 people at a time." 

Inmate patients are given slips of paper w i t h  Bible verses written oxz thean, told to 
memorize the verses ancl to return the next week i f  they want copies of the boak the tners@s CUM 
f ran. 

"The Bible verses tell the plan of salvat.ionIM Deevers said. ''When we talk to the ~lsople 
the secord time v e  share who Christ is. We've been able to s ta r t  a Bible study i n  the prism 
and it has gram in to  a church with 125 or so people holding mrship servicee under a mango 
tree in the prison yard. " 

The walls of that church are defined by pieces of string tied to several trees. When thQ 
church is holding services, one of the pieces of string is untied, to represent an open door. 

"There's a sweet spirit in that prison church," Deevers said. '"The priswlers W ~'MXM 
witnessing to other prisoners and each week we ' re seeing the L&rd add to our nuibex. " 

As the new church is able to meet msical needs--a blanket here,  clothe^, medicine or 
f a d  there, the oppartunities to witness increase. 

Such activities provide Deevers with his awn deep heart satisfaction-a satisfaction 
which dms not ccmne just working for material things. ''The Lard' a h a d  ia not shcmteured, 
Deevers emphasizes. 'We have w h a t  we n e d .  W e  are canpletely content. " 

--3G- 

Nevada Relects ~Tolm~ton; Baptist, We= 
U p s  CP Giving Ta 21 Percent 10/30/84 

LAS WGAS, Nev. (£3~)-~evada Baptists, holding their sixth annual meeting of the Nevada 
Baptist Convention, reelected Jerry Johnston, Reno businessman, to a s d  term as president, 
He is the secord layman to hold the office of president in the six-year history of Ntiwab 
Ebptist Convention. 

Wmrt H o ~ ~ s ,  pastor in Herderson, was elected first vicepresident, and North LBs Vegas 
pastar Cal Col1i.m was elected secord vice-president. 

me hurdred eighty-seven messengers, the largest in Nevada Eaptist ~ o n m t i a n ' s  history, 
voted a $1,180,000 budget with 21 percent designated fox the Cooperative Program. This is an 
increase of one percent. Messengers also apprroved for the secon3 year the formatian of the 
Nevada Baptiat Foundation. miring the caning mnths, a charter an8 atbr faamling 
will be drafted for this first sewrate agency of the Nevada Baptist Convention. 

Resolutions passed during the convention included themes of pr-lif e a d  anti-pmmqram, 

bkesengers also voted their approval of the resolution emowaging Christian citizenship 
and a resolution supporting active involvement in Planned Grmth in Giving. This resolution 
was supprted with testimonies given by state staff members regarding bheir ~ a n m i t m m t  to 
Planned Grawth in Giving. 

The seventh session of the Nevada Baptist Convention will be held in Wi-, Nw., 
Oct. 22-23, 1985. 

--30-- 

C10~ICN---In  ~ I P )  story "$tatistics 5I-m Mega Focus City Successful," smiled 1 % / 1 9 r  e 

in fifth paragraph please delete bos Anqeles as one of the f i r s t  Wga Focw Cities replacs 
it with Miami. 

Thanks, 
Ekmtist Press 
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81 Missiamries Commissioned 
By JfIME3 'Ib Serve In 24 States 

DALLAS (Bp)-~he Southern Baptist Home Mission Board carnnissiond 81 missionaries for 
service in 24 states and Canada during Oct. 28 morning worship services at: Clif f  w l e  Baptist 
Church, Dallas. 

The canmissioning climaxed a week-long orientation at a dawntw Bllas mtel. 

The board holds two orientation and corr~nissioning services each year, with me in a city 
other than Atlanta where the agency is based. The fall cmissioning service waa held at the 
church where Jerry GiLmore, Dallas attorney and chairman of the baard far the I443 directors, 
is a e r  and deacon. 

Carolyn Weatherford, executive director of Wmim' s Missionary Union, SBC, of Birmingham, 
Ala., led the prayer of dedication and H a r e  Mission Board President William G. Tanner 
challenged the 81 missionaries to urdersCd and be sensitive to the rmxb of hurtirg people in 
the world. 

"Ow l a d  is dying from a lack of canpassion," m e r  said. 'We've gat to wdexstand the 
needs of pmple who are hurting, and reach out to their needs in cmpssion." 

Tanner and Irvin Ewson, director of the b r d ' s  missionary p e r m e l  department, 
presented certificates to each of the missionaries follming personal testides £ran t?wee 
of those camnissiod, 

The cxnanissioned missionaries already are on the field in  24 states plus Canada. The 82 
missionaries include eight serving in Michigan: seven in Colorado; six in Tam, Ituisiana atld 
Florida; five in New mgland; four in Phrylancl, Arizona, and Missouri ; three in Ohio, Alaska, 
Illirrois, and Virginia: two in Pennsylvania, Nevada, California, Washington, New Yorkr 
Kentucky, New Wxico, Minnesota, and Georgia, plus one in Manitoba, Canada, 

- - 3 s -  
(BP) p b b s  miled to state Baptist newspapers of states where misaianasies a m  ~iedng by 
Atlanta bureau of Ba&ist mess 

Bratbrhmd Commission Agproves 
Program Qsancps, Elects Officers By Mike Ihvis 

MEWHIS, Tenn. (~~)-hbjor &amps in the Royal Ambassadox and kptist W ' a  pmgr- wrsm 
~ P T J X : T T V ~  =JY the Rlrat;herhOrx3 Cnnnissim durinq the cmnieeiarr'8 nmi-annual meting in Mt~yhi6~ 
Tm., Oct. 24-27. 

Acting m rc?camedations from a camnittee which has s t d i e d  Brother- pmgranm fox two 
years, the ocmnission voted to divide Royal Ambassadors into three age group--I.Ads, for baya 
in grade 1-3: Crusaders, for kqcs in grades 4-6: Pioneers, for boys in grade8 7-9. 

The axmission also voted to change older Pimers ta High Sc-4 Baptist Yo- Men and to 
create three new divisions in the Baptist Men's prograw-Collegiate Baptist Young Men, a- 1& 
29 who are allege studen- ; Baptist Young Wn, ages 18-29 who are not millage student8, ard 
Senior Bptist Men, agee 55 and up. The program changes bemm ef fectiva in tha fall of 1987, 

Missions Impgct 2000, a select camnittee of state Brotherhood leaders and Brothrhoad 
Canmission staff, began a study of Brotherhood work in 1982. They identified 12 mmzems a d  
praposed action plans to the Brotherhood Commission for impJanentation. 

Concern for law participation in Brother- programs by high schml ywng men ard by 
yovng men btween the ages of 18-29 pranpted the h g e  in Pioneer -1 hmbms48are aruZI the 
addition of tw Baptist Young Men programs. Plans call for the ttevelcpmt of mstexials amJ 
intensified plblicity to boost older teenage and young adult inmlvarmt in BratlmlRrwd. 

--mr* 
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Other Mission Impact 2000 recamnerdations approved were: involving more mEhg1ish 
swing Satthem Ehptists in Brother- work, expanding Brotherhood work in black Southem 
Ebptist churches, utilizing current techrnlogy such as video and caplputera to i n v d l ~ e  msl a d  
bays in  missions, strengthening Brotherhmd work in new work areas, developing a w i ~ t d  
standard of excellence for age-level Brotherhood program in 1-1 churches, Be-ng a 
curriculum for Brother- outdmr education a d  continuing to amperate with otbr 
agencies in reaching American cities. 

In other action, the axmission requested its lay advisory camittee to help W u a t  the 
carrmission' s marketing plan and to help evaluate mission p&lications, heard p t ~  en8 
reports £ran Brother- Conmission's staff and elected new officers. 

The advisory camittee is ccPnposed of laymen who have offered their expertise in areas 
related to the work of the aanrmission. bcpests for help with a marketing plan stem fran an 
effort to increase the use and sales of Brotherhmd mterials. The magazine study will reht 
to the new programs' structures in an effort to develop the best kinds of mgazines far eazh 
age level. 

Don Gxeene, a laycan fran Hickory, N.C., was reelected to a secxxd myear  term as 
camnission chiman; Norris Stampley, a Jackson, Miss., layman, was elmted vice-chairnrzul, an8 
Les Mdro, a Jeffersonville, Id. , layman, was elected recording secretary. 

The aarmissioners also bard a planned growth and giving chllenge ty Cecil lby, SBC 
Planned Grmh cclordinabr. Ray explained bolder mission th rus t  will require bold giving by 
Southern Baptists, and suggested SBC agencies should be willing b take tha lead in emaxraging 
Southern E3aptists to increase their gifts to the Cooprative Program during the next 15 ywrra. 

-36.- 

ACI'S Desigrls 'An  Olympic Flame' 
As Church Youth Outreach Tool By Greg Warner 

Baptist Pmae 
10/30/84 

FlXtl! WOKIH, Texas (BP)--Testimonies by Carl Mis and other world-class athl tea, 
highlighted in the ACE broadcast "An Olympic Flame," will be used in -hem &ptiet: churdm 
as an outreach tool to youth during November and December. 

The o n e m  television special, video taped during the XXIII Olympiad in Los -lea, 
will be sham on the Arnericeul Christian Television System twice Nov. 25 a d  ome kc. 2. ' The 
Sunday night broadcasts are designed for after-church fellwship for youth. 

"'An Olympic Flame' can be used to reach young people both for salvation Christian 
grcwth," said R. mward Gilstrap, vicepresident of counseling service8 for the Southern 
Baptist Radio and Television Camission, which sponsors ACl?S. 

Gilstrap said the axmission is offering churches guidelines for setting up the 
fellowships, as wl1 as discussion guides for youth and youth leaders. *'The leader ' 8  
discweion guide points Ward  a time of dwision when the leader will encourage t b  youth to 
acc pt Christ persomlly or rededicate their lives to him." 

To prepare youth for the presentation of the gospel, a TV program featurea twtbrdes 
fwan six athletea, most of whan were in  k m  hgeles to canpete in tbblympics. - The prqm 
was taped for WIS Aug. 7 in a special service at First Baptist Church, Van Nuya, Calif. A l l  
the athletes w h o  participated are members of Lay Witnesses for Chriet, a ministry to athlmtee 
headed by Sam Mings. 

"Our db jective isn' t to be a role d l  to young people, " said -is, winner of four gold 
medals in L m  Angeles . "It ' s just to shad who our ral -1 is. . .Jesus Christ in ax haarts . " 
In his testimony, -is tried to turn attention away £ran his ac'hievammts an8 Ward his faith 
in Christ. "That's the om element that's going ta be ther today, t,o;marrar3 f~re~r.'' 

Lewis w a s  joined on the program by track stars Willie Gault, Valerie Brisaoe Nook~s, Calvin 
Smith, Madeline Manning Mims and basketball star Joe Ward. 

--mre- 
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Mims, a four-time Olympian and naw a recording artist, said she was glad to see Christian 
athletes finally taking their testimonies to the public. "Fbr sixteen years of internationdl 
carrpetition, I felt like an odd ball because I would try to share my Qlristian witnees, and no 
one w a n t e d  to do tht but me." 

The program will be aired on E T S  at 8:30 p.m. arrd midnight Nov. 25 aMd at 10:M p.m. Dec. 
2 (all t h s  Eastern). It can be received wer cable TV systems and television stations 
carrying X I ' S  or directly f ran the Spacenet I satellite. 

"If for sane reason the scheduled airings are not ccmpatible with the churches schedules, 
tw can consider video tapeing the program for Later use, " Gilstrap ack3ed. "Thy m y  also 
fird it is amropriate for other age group." 

-30- 

Dedication, m i t r r r e n t  Mrk 
Puerto Rim Student Ministry By Gail RotMll 

Baptist Preaa 
10/30/84 

E K X E ,  Puerto R i m  (BP)--Every Friday a f t e m  a group of students fran the Ca-lic 
University in Porn  gather uder one of the large shade trees on the ampus. 

The group, one of even Baptist Student Union Bible study groups an the aamplar, laeata 
auteide because they have been denied official recognition by the university an8 are not 
allawed to use campus buildings for their meetings. 

The seven Bible study gr-, with m e  than 35 students attending, have been s t a r t 4  at 
the university since November 1982. 

While the Bible studies are usually held on campus grounds, the group also off- 
campus for fellowships and other BRkrelated activities. 

Hiram Jhffer, religious ducation direcmw for the Puerto R i m  Baptist Fallawehip, said 
this d termination and caranitment are characteristic of student work thrcmghaut the 
island. "Student wark is the newest Southern Baptist program on the island, but also the 
fastest grwing, " he said, "Despite barriers such as campus apposition, lack of preamel, 
inadequate funds and and shortage of language materials the work continues to thriv ." 

A territory of the United States since 1898, Puerto Rim is a small islard iJhicl.1 b e t s  a 
papulation of 3.5 million people. Since Southern Baptiet mrk began there in 1965, 40 churche6 
a d  missions which report a membership of 3,000 have been started. 

In 1981, Bab H a r m ,  New Kbrk Consultant for Natia~l Student Miniatriea of the Sxtbrn  
Baptist S d a y  S c b l  Board, approached Duffer abut the possibility of starting m m  BSU 
groups an the island. 

Because there were no furds ox prmrmel available to support the program, it was decided 
s t m k n t  directors who would have to be volunteers willing to raise their awn sugprt, 
Francisco Juarlx, an accountant fox a large supermarket chain in Puerto Mco, had been doing 
sane mlunteer youth work on the islard. Hearing of the need for a s t h t  director, Juarb 
resigned hie position to assum the task of ministering b the m e  tlmin100,000 studemu them 
by trying tn establish BSU group on the island's 20 university and college campuses. 

minted in late 1981 as a Mission Service Corps volunteer, Juarba was asaistd ly 
National St&nt Ministries and the Hcme Miasion Board in his wxk. 

For the next tw years, he and his wife Teresa traveled arourvS the island intrcdwing 
Baptiets to the oorrcept of student ministry. 

In &tober 1983, th Jwbea were joined by Anna Windue, a graduate of rnhwaatern 
Baptist Theolgical Seminary, Fort hbrth, Texas, who had baen apintcsd aa a atudent e e r  
to Ponce. 

--mre- 
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Presently, all student directors in Puerto Rico are volunteers who raise their tmn 
suwrt . 

In December 1983, the J b s  left herto Rico to a t t d  Golden Oate B a ~ i p r t '  Tbologicdl 
Seminary, Mi 11 Valley, Calif. 

This past January, Efraim and Vivian Riveria were appointed as FEiC volmteera to -tin- 
the mrk at Juarbe had started. Ef raim had been a student at the Baptist: ~~ in  San Juan 
and Vivian was Duffer's secretary. 

Vivian Ftiveria noted that this year, more than 100 students are prticipting in BsU 
activiti s on ten canrpuses. In Octobr, when the third annual "state1' BSU amvention was held 
in San Juan, 103 stu3mts fran aspuses throughaut the island participated. 

Student mrk is d e m e n t  upon the support of the lmal church, fiveria explaid. '% 
travel to the different churches to explain w h a t  BSU is arrl tkwl try to find out i f  Ehsre are 
any int rested students in the church," she said. "All the l3S.I groum started in Pusrta R i a 3  
have been initiated thraugh a church. " 

In adaitian to dhurclhes, this year the Rivexias intrduced the idea of st-t urark to 
youth g r p ,  the annual pastor's retreat atd the Baptiet Yaung Wbmen's retreat. 

Duffer aaid the potential of student work in Puerto Rico is unlimited. He c i td  a etuly 
corducted ty J w b e  in 1982 which revealed 90 percent of the island's lQO,OOO s t w t s  did not 
attend church anpihere. 

Duffer and ~iveria are excited abaut the future of student work in Puerrto Ria, rn 
though the ~iverias w i l l  be moving tm Tkxas in w r .  ' There Efraim w i l l  a t t d  8cW at 
hhry Hardin-Baylor mllege, Belton, to ppre fox Southwestern Seminary. 

In January 1985, Windus will becane the interim islami-wide student cmrdinator mtil 
another W2 volunteer can be aminted to serve in San Juan, 

"Even t h q h  directors will cane arrd go, GoB will continue to m r k  thraqh sttxkmts ham,'' 
noted Windus. "Student ministry will continue to grow in Pueeo ~ i c o  becaw the stu8enta ham 
romnitted their lives to W." 

--30- 

New Ellgland chuk&es 
P1m"lb Be Paceeetters 

Baptist Press 
10/30/84 

EWTSWW, N.H. (BP)--~authern bptiata  in uppr ~ e w  England are reviving the d d  saflng, 
"b goes mine, so gms the -try, " only this time it has nothing ta do with preai-tial 
elections. 

L e e r s  of churdhes and missims in Mine and New Hampshire fee1 they are an tha w r q  of 
unprecedeetad grmth am3 l q s  b & denminational pacesetters in penetrating their mmnunitiw 
with the gospel in the next: dsca8e. 

4 

Al Riddley, director of religious &cation for the Baptist Convention of New &@&it 
cited the results of a recent enlargemnt canpign, including 11 chw- and miesiane in mine 
ard New Happhire. 

A total of 74 persons =re enrolled in Sumlay scbl, 379 pros- were disocwered 41d 
333 contacts nude, In addition, leaders of churches in Lekwistan, mine, atla Washu, N.H., 
dwided to begin Sut-day school weekly woxkers' w t i n g s .  

" I ' m  encouraged by the respcrmse,'' said Riddley. "At the same time, the nmihrs are sgall 
canpared to the population. " 

--mm-- 
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For example, in Main where f iv Southern Baptist churches and two missions are located, 
there is only one Southern Baptist church for every 2=, 500 persons. ' The ratio in W 
Hampshire is one Baptist church per 159,500 persons. In oontraet, the nation31 ratio is one 
Southern Baptist church per 6,291 per-. 

'%'re talking about hundreds of thouEiarr3s of prospects on our dhurch fields, I' Rial* 
mpkmized, Building credibility must be a priority for chur&es in New B-qland, acmrding to 
Riddley. Hawever, this can be difficult with limited finances and p r m e l .  

"It's easy for our ChUrches to get m u p i e d  with wht they h ' t  have, but ans benefit 
of the daqenmt campaign vas that it redirected our meanbere' attentim w r d  mmhing 
people, " said Riddley. 

For exanple, a mission at meter, N.H., mets in a Grange hall a d  uses shsets ta 
partition M y  schaol classes. Hcwver, on the first Sunday of the erilarpmt calpign, a 
total of 42 persons -re present a d  four new merbrs were enrolled. ' Ten p e r m  participatsd 
in the Surday a f t e m  visitation a d  discovered 29 p r ~ t s .  

"You have to get lost tm find the durch building, but we ' lea buildf ng a &ur& Ehsre, " 
aaid Riddley. 

New Hope Church near m d ,  N.H., meets in a t-tiered bun with a U atow fol: bat,  
but they enrolled 13 p p l e  in Surday schooL the first day of the e n l a r m  canp~ign. 

"I had a negative attit- until a couple of weeks a 9  became we hve rewhed a 
saturatiqn point," said Pastor Al Page. "But n c k ~  I feel like we'll do whtever w oan to f i d  
spac when we reach more people. " 

Riddley urged the pastors and Suday s b l  directors to be strategists. "Wa'tna got to 
think alxxlt more than our lrack yard. We've got to think M a M e  area. 

"We can reach people by going door to d m r  and trying to enroll them," Riddley - id .  
His em@mis i a  a p e r m 1  one becawe as a child in Chicago, his am family m a  re&& 
thraqh door-to-door visitation. 

Riddley predicte a bright future for Eaptist mrk in w r  New &slani with miaaeity bei- 
given to etarting new Sllnday er-1 clmses and new Surday scIwx,ls d misaiom, alaq dth a 
s t r q  ayhasis an adult e8ucatim. 

"I'd r a w  be in New England than anyplace else in the world," said Rid8lery. "lhe Ibrd 
is teaching me so m h  m t  maturity and sacrifice. I like the challenges. Naw ir 
going to be a pacesetter." 

--30- 

Sncrw No Barrier 
To Maine Volunteer 

Baptist Presa 
10/30/84 

AUENRN, Maine (BPI-"ND, Lard, it s-s up there," w a s  Mary Beth Caffey'a first msgcme 
at the t m h t  of ming frun Waco, Texaa, to help churches in uppr IS& England strsrsgtll.lrr 
their aducaticmil ministries. 

Nonsthelass, Q f f q  began work kpt. 1 as a Mission &mike Ooap. wluntmr, w i U l  hlr 
p r h r y  assignment for the next year being to help start eight S h y  s c W s  in Mn+ 
there are nm five Southern Baptiat churches ard two miareiom. 

She will lead in f iding buildings and training wxkers for the Bibl st* units. "I'm 
like a minister of education for the state of Maine," 8be said. 

Caf f ey, formerly minister of ducation at Park Lake Driv Ba#ist Chw& in Ware, aluo is 
a puth aonaultant .for the Baptist Convention of New Engl-. 

--nrore- 
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Caffey's arwe to the Northeast was the next step in a spiritual jmmey that last 
February. "I came to a point in my l i f e  that I wanted to do htever the Idrd w a n - m v e w  
he wanted mz to do it," ah noted. 

nttds to support her twp-year term as a vo1unteer were provided by the Virginia Sta te  
Convention (partnership mention with New England) and f ran the -hem Baptist sllrrday 
Sdhaol Baard's contract furde for starting new Sumlay schools. Also, ''&ur&es ard irdlvidualer 
in Texas h v e  given sacrificially to k l p  me," said Caffey. 

Even thagh the 23 years of Baptist mrk in Maine often have been &amcterieed by 
stru~gle, Caffey believes churaes in the state are now in a position to grcrw. mver, a lack 
of spc and ~mney buy lard ard buildings renrain tm mjor barriers, she noted. 

"It has amazed me the pitive attitudes these people have," Caffey reflected. "Any 8ps 
tlaey can turn into a class they are llsing in our churches. ' They have a nmWity of not makirq 
excuses. These people are raised adaptixq. I tell them they are tracvpers," she said. 

W h i l  Caffey's semi~ry training a d  church e x p e r i n  are valuable assets in traidng 
mrkers, she is wick to @hasize she is gaining valuable spiritual insights fxan 
w i t h  whan she mrks. 

"The folks in Maine are ready to see God work. ' They believe W is going ta do 
samsWng, " said Caffey. "Anyone can get the education. These folks have t h  spirit. ' Tht3y 
krm the Eod to whaon they are praying. I ' m  learning fran them to kave vision." 

Caffey, who spent 12 days in New England in b y  while deciding to make the mwle, a i d  a)# 
canre to Maine krming the problem as -11 as the opprtunities. 

"They shot straight with me before I came up," she said. "They made rum I knew the way 
it could Is. I knew what I was caning into. I'm extremely grateful far tlturt." 

Caffey said it is difficult to predict how many of the new units will beccrne missions or 
chux-. "I do knar we're ptting ready to grm. I don't )mckJ what t h t  will man 
nuarerically. If we gain tm or three new churches out: of this, each will be a group machi- 
people for Christ ." 

New units in mine do not have the luxury of drawing fran 10-time Gauthevn Baptist 
church h r s  to help them get started, Caf f ey e-aized. 

"They hive to win pople to the Lad. There is m Southern Baptiet base to draw on. 
That's the kid of challenge these folks have," she said. 

- 3 s -  
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Missatri Baptists S p a k  
On Ahortion, mcation 

Baptist Preee 
10/30/84 

IAI(E OF OZAI(KS, b. (BP)--A record 3,319 registered mssenger; ard gueets gathered at 
Tan-Thr-A Resort on Lake of the Ozarks, Oct .  22-24, to celebrate the 150th anniversary of ths 
Missauri Baptist -vention. 

Betwen times of celebration, messengers a w e d  a record $14 m i l l i a n  Wlget, 35 percent 
of which will go to causes wtside the state through the national Cmprative m, the sans 
percentage as last year. 

Wsengera also a s w e d  participation in the natiarwide simultan~om mvival effort for 
1985s k m  as Cood News herica and the SIX stewardship e-sis, Planned Grawth in Giving. 
Missouri Baptists will begin their stewardship mphasis in 1987. 

--me- 



.. ~ 0 / 3 / 8 4  Page 9 Baptist Press 

F,qual pay for waren who do equal work was me of the 12 resolutions approved by the 
convention. Other resolutions expressed opposition to abort ion on demand and sumrtedl efforts 
by the Missouri state b r d  of education to secure excellence in the state's N l i c  elmtaxy 
and s&rdary schals. 

The abortion resolution was adopted after messengers turned back repeated efforts to put 
the convention on record as w i n g  all abortions. Instead, the messengers aproved l a n m  
which permitted almrtions to save the physical life of the mother-and in cases of rape an3 
incest. 

S w r t  for excellence in ptblic schools was erdorsed after an address by Missouri 
~cmnissik of Fducation Arthur Fhllory, a deacon in First E3aptist Churdh, Jeff- City. In 
addition to supporting the state kard of Education, the resolution called on "citizens a d  
educators to set m w  expectations for the achievement of excellence by students, tewhexe axld 
local schools. " 

The resolution also asked increased furding for plblic schools. 

E l ~ t e d  president of the Missouri Baptist Convention was John Gilbert, pastor of Firat 
Baptist Churdh in Poplar Bluff . He is a former menikr of the anvention' s executive baard and 
is a trustee of William Jewel1 College, a Baptist affiliated schml in Liberty. 

The Missouri Baptist Convention will met next at the new Omni Con Center in St. m i s t  
Oct. 21-24, 1985. 

''k~a1kin.g i n  the Truth" ccmposed by Missouri Baptists' church meic director Bob Woollsy, 
was p-srfo& by a 900-voice choir. It was camnissioned as part of the crmvention's 
sesquicentennial celebration. 

Other historical highlights included apening a time capsule sealed at the centennial. 
celeration of Missouri Baptists in 1934 and originally pepred by the semicentennial 
cornention i n  1884. 

As p r t  of the historical observance, special recognition was given thara who hve been 
Missouri Baptist convention presidents. Eighteen of the 20 living pa8t peri8ents were 
recognized and presented memorial gavels symbolizing their years of service. - The gavels were 
made £ran a tree grown an the site of Old Bethel Baptist Church. Old Bethel, located near 
Jackson, was the first permanent norKatMlic church fouded west of the Mississippi River. 

--3G- 

Elziptiat kcwc.)rr li'lg 1t.e 
Hamsexual 'Virginia W l f '  By Bonita Sprrckv 

FORT WRTH, Texas (BP)-When a theater group announced plans to present a hameermal 
version of Elward ALbee's searing danestic drama, 'Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?" Jim 
Nor& decided he wasn't ready for that kind of production in his city ard thaqht hie 
neighbors prabably wren't ready for it either. 

Nor-, a deacon at' Tate Springs Baptist Church and a member of the Arlinqton  exas) as) 
City Coumil, takes seriously both his Christian ocmmitment ard his -unity respmmibilitigs. 
He didn't let being the lone dissenter stop him. 

"As the story progressed I was joined by Richard Greene, another city caucilman, who also 
was a member of the theater group's bard," No- said. "Greene is a d e m  at  Fielder m d  
Baptist Church in Arlington. When he became aware of the situation he reeigne8 frun tAw 
theater W r d .  " 

Another oouncilman, a &twist la-, also raised his mice against the proposed 
production. 

--mre-- 
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The local newspapers gave their stand so much publicity the proposed hcmosexudl production 
cane to Alke's attention. The playwright sent a telegram to the theater group saying he had 
never iriteded the play to be presented in that form. 

No-, w h o  told his story in August on "Life lWay" an the W F S  netmrk, told haet Jimmy 
R. Allen that in spite of censorship charges the production did close dam. 

NOrhKlOd, who C M ~ S  £ow autn bOdy and fender repir shops in the Dallas-Fat Wrth 
metroplex, said the flap did not hurt his business. But he has learned the local group for gay 
rights has targeted hi .m  for defeat when his re-election tr, the City Council canes up a year an3 
a half Exan r m .  

That does mt wrry h i m .  "The message I' m trying to serd is that the Christian camnrnity 
needs to knw the larger issues of the camunity and needs to be willing ta spak up for 
mrality," he said. "I think the pastors and local churches n& to lead in this effort." 

While he received some 350 mmunications about his stand-330 of them positive-bbmml 
only heard E r a n  two pasurs. "M one of them was negative," he repxted. (Hie am paator was 
out  of the country at the time.) 

Normod told Allen he is anxious for citizens mt only to be krmledgable dbout camunity 
affairs a d  willing to speak up about than b u t  to alert civic and political leaders atxxlt 
problem of m a l i t y .  

"Then, when t h t  person speaks out, citizens need to b present to s u p r t  him," he said. 
"I hwe becaw aware as a civic leader that numbers weigh decisions." 

&XI, ;&st if it mre to b to do over, NOT- would do it again. "1 was oXected to serve 
the rxxlrnuniky a d  this was a way to do i.t," he said. 
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