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Mixture Of Religion Ard Politics 
Threatens Church, Ethicists Say By Michael IXlduit 

UXIISVIU, Ky. (BP)--A "secular authoritarian ideology" has infected many chu.r&s art 
contributed to their mnipulatim by politicians, according to a trio of Southern Baptist 
ethicists. 

Glen Stassen, Mee Barnette and Paul Simmns, a l l  professors of Christian emca at 
Sauthern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky., believe politics ia wing religion in 
this campaign yeax, ard the results cmld be damaging to the mission of the W c h .  

This authoritarian ideology, explains Stassen, argues "there' 8 clne view, my view, ard 
everyme else ought to agree with my view, or else you d m ' t  belaq. It's an auEhc3arimian 
view of the nation, that there should be me view instead of mer+l views, arvJt that taka a w  
fran f reedan. " 

He illustrated by citing a m a r  evangelical author wM, while being interviewid an 
t levision recently, a d  characterize each position that differed fran his am aa "the 
Christian pasition." 

"It's intolerance, It's the apposite of religious liberty," Stmeen dedhrar. 

Not all the exploitation is oneway, hwwer, Sirmn#ls cmterxla. He saaa a new graup af 
r ligious figures on the scene who are using the plitical pr-e to seligim goale. 
On issues such as tuition tax credits, a right--life mmdmmt (anti-abrtian) and a prayarc 
in-schoals ameKZment, "both twaditiml Rmm Catlmlicim a d  E'whmntalism m k  political 
leverage to accarrplish religious goals." 

If either of these group has its way, its "dmtriml d ~~3rd. be m a  
through law, " Simarrwls arguw . 

One reason far the qcwing pmer of this authoritarian -logy i a  wcem to mm mdia 
and mney to finance their appeals, accarding to Bamette. 

"m reach m y ,  many pople naw. These p p l e  are organizd-clearly the fax right hiM 
a network. Instantly they reach millions of people. The goal is to make this tie -1 for 
our kind of democracy. These people have never learned to c33a.l with @w~lian." 

The ethicists cite several reasons for this authoritarian ideo5w'a attractian 
religiaus leaders. 

I 

S t a s m  rerounts an interview with Charles Colsan, former Whits Hmme official unBer 
Richard Nixon, wkso called religious leadera "the easiest group to d p u b t e ,  + Thy'& invite 
them into the White m e ,  an8 the religious leaders were so flattqred ty attsnticm frat ths 
president tiht they'd end up. , ,making favorable noises b a r d  the w3ministxation. w m  
naive abwt k w  they e r e  being used; they w l d  cane wide-eyed and excited about attentiem 
£ran Caesar." 

Sinarro~ls differs sadhat,  arguing that, unlike the religiw l e e r s  of tha Late 1960'r 
am3 early 1970' a who were vulnerable to being used by political form, tday'er Ibligiow , 
Right is itself seeking to exploit the political scene for ib awn rsligiow m. 

--more-- 
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Another attraction of authocitarianim, Earnett@ believes, is ita reduction of difficult 
issues to simpli~tic solutions. 

"People really don't care to face the mmplex issues af reality. " They prefer aacgpe 
meckmisms, style not sutmtance," &sys Barnette. When sudh a a e c W  auW$tglcian $- 
beams a dcminating force in religion, chwd+state separation i s  in seriw dmgtwj* .Fhe 
Baptist efhicists argue, 

"The authoritaxian view mites the whole society, and church and state Wcxme part: of am 
organism, " explains Stassen. "If you look at Jerry Falwell, his rallies are ' I L&e Amarica' 
rallies; his college is not Calvary Qllege, but Liberty Qlleget tha a&?a am redr white W 
blue. The central sy~r&ols in his rallies are not Christian synd3als, but naticmlistic syubls. 
That's dangerous. If his k i d  of people ~t m i nted as Sugmme CouPrt juaticee, mparaticm of 
church ard state is in trodble." 

Simmwlls believes this authmitarian viewpoint has resulted in a "cru88de mslltallty" an3 an 
"incestuars wedding of Par Right plitics l?u&mnlistL;~religiar." 

Such an inter-relationship betm dhurch and state also pews a threat to Ehe dssim of 
the church, Stassen argue. When the state is in a mition to I.land out favors to the web, 
the church m y  be teupted to supprt "politicians wtw give favors r a w  than paliticims W 
stand for biblical justice. It can seduce dhxrdhes arrd their members. It c@n a 
church's perc-ion of what itf s s u m  to be doing; it can diatort thsr 9 ~ p 1 , "  

Stasen  also believea the future of evangelism may be affected by the dh~ch's m a i m  
in to  politics. A reevctim against the current authoritarian trerd aOuJd lsecrrre a r e i a n  
against Chrimtianity if the tm are linked in the N1ic mind, the ethiciat bdiaatbtrr. 

"In Germany, the church did not spealt out against Hitler, axrd rrav pmpl8 there hsve little 
confidence in the church, Christianity cannot Let itself get sucked in by ~XWXW, " Stda8en 
says* 

According to Simmms, leaders of the Religious Right t d  to a d d  the a c a l  t-hinrge 
of Jesus and center instead on Old Testament theocratic themee bscaw of the 8ibpe~ationa;l .  
theDlcqy. 

"They turn to a t y p  02 civil religion, or theocracy, along 01a %8tamht mwlatehial 
lines. 1t is also highly mbralistic because of the pietistic tradition in F ' m M m t a l i ~ t  thw, 
its str as cn things like prrqrapbry Which should be banned, but its easy ccmpk&$lity with a 
atrong defense ad militaristic posture Ward 'atheistic mrrmunism.'" 

All three southern Baptist scholars urge pastors to teach a biblical athie to Ehafr 
caqregationrr so they won't be so easily mipulated. 

"1 think the pastor EM preach fran the pulpit certain basic ~thical  principln.. -in$ 
human n d  ie the baeis of Christianity, rud we haven't taqht our wple that," Barmtta 
&clans, adding, "Wa apolrl nore tine arguing ehart ~t kind of carpt to on the tlax 
than talking about peace. '' --*- 
Nicaraguan Baptist 
m r t e d  Kidna* 

MW?U3UA, Nicaragua (BPI--A group of alxnat 60 armed man ki l l ed  on perm anl kimvlpad 
five others, including Baptist youth leader Marcia Chamrro, on Oct. 5, ac~ording to N i c a r v  
Baptist sour-. I 

1 
Ths re- said "contra" forces fighting the Marxist Sydinista ~pru~~ ln t  of Nicaragua 

stoppd a vehicle carrying a group of volunteer government twherr biding tcmrd Waalala, cL$ 
tam 149 miles mtheast d bbmgua in the Jindqa region. Timy shDt on, tew9mr to death a 
seized five others, including 18-year-old Chamrro, the re- mid. Her fata and that of th 
others remains unknam. 
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The incident, originally reported a Southern Baptist teacher warking at the Baptist 

seminary in Managua, was -inned Oct. 24 by Tbmas Tellez, executive secretmy of the Baptist 
Coplventicm of Nicaragua, ard Jairo Guti rrez, pastor of the Managua church where Chanwlrro i a  a 
youth l e d r  and children's t-br. 

Tellez said it was thb first tima a Baptist church h r  had been kidnappea, but k 
claimed "hundreds" of other -military people working with the government lave bean kidmppd 
or killed by cmtras. The term "contra" refers to a variety of Nicaraguan m h l  groups, macrt 
of which are repxted receiving aid fran the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency in their efforts 
to oust the current Sandinista regime. 

Laist Deceuher Baptiat health worker AM Julia LOpez, 22, was reportedly murdered by 
contra in Ria Blanm, another Nicaraguan tam. 

No cm kncw8 mther Qlamarro arrl the other teachers are still alive, Tellez said. 
Nicaraguan a n y  W c e s  have nmwrred they =re taken rn Hmduras where contra forces uprate 
nmeroua base camps, but no &finite infamation )las been received. *Tellez said ~ p l e  in ths 
Baptist camrention are praflng for her. 

Savthern Rafliatr have lrad no dssiamries in Nicaragua since 1982 but a bookstore 
ministry started ky Swthern Baptist missiamries mntinues, with lxmks and Bibles being 
sqlied tkaqh the Baptist Spanish Wlishing HrKlse in El Faso,' Texas. The Foreign Mission 
Board also has -tin- to -iBe relief aid w M  requested. - The Southern Bptist sdnzsry  
teachax who sent wrd mt t b  kidmagping is mt sponeOred 9 Ehe baard, Iwt b e  irrc3icated a 
desire to be a Mieeion &emice trolmteer . 

-30- 

Dehonery- 
Pastoral htiretnsnt 

UISVILtE, Ky. (E!P)--Rqme -, who was president of the Sauthem &Hiat Corrvlentkm 
196566, ham anrmmxd hia retimmnt as pastor of P&ilnut Street Baptist Church in 
Lmisvill , Ky. 

In an atatemnt to the -egatim, M b m y ,  66, maid: "After much prayer: and 
deliberation, I respectfully request t h t  the church take the necessary step and Wce tha 
apprapriate plane to a l h  for nry retirement fran the active role arrd respxaibility as pm, 

f fective Feb. 1, 19B58 tdhich will be the eighteenth anniversary of ow wonderful, blmsd 
relatiomhip w t b r  ae~ paator ard m e . "  

aeharay told the wrgregatim he oams "to the canvictim that nau is W a p i a t a  t h  
far the drmrch k~ nake its tramition" into a new era. "It is time for you W ssek a new mm, 
m ' s  rnan, to lead yau. Hs will bring new dream, a naw vision, new vim, a naw Mlenga ,  r r a ~  
goals frrr grcming Ehe W c i h  and reaching people fax Christ." 

As for hirnself, Dehaxy said he ~ i m  "I can't pitch the famt ball like I wad to, 
and have to depend on ths amma axla einkere, Sxxt I feel I still have a 13008 aran an3 want tO 
keep cm wing it for t'he m." L 

Polloning retirement, nEaKlnery said he hopes to kite, tq axduct aonferrvnca "in athsr 
dawntawn inner city dmrdwts," to aontinw to preach, to b inwlved in misalcxm minietriea 
wer- ard to do sorne twnihing. 

Follaing hie ammmmmt, Ehe -gation aprCWBB a r-tic! I tc bqin a a t d y  
of prmdures necessary to 8eardh for and secure a pastor. 

I -30- 
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Baptists Provide $40,000 
After Philimin Disasters 

m, Philimines (Be)--sartm Baptiets ard Baptista frm an8 Gww m w  
to natural disasters in tha Philisines during September ard -her with mores fhn $ M # a  in 
relief. 

mst went to b l p  rehabilitate areas after the straqeet ty#mn since 1972 Isveld 
entire villages. Another tyf3uxm left nmy people hateless ard -. Ard a t f a l d c  
eruption with ensuing mudslidw sezlt 70,000 m e  fleeing fraa t b i r  homes. 

The Foreign Mission Baard releaad $22,000 See. 26 to pp~wide t-ary shelter, rmfing 
materials ard clothes for Plbwt 650 families, ard to distribute rice to abwt 450 fwailitm in 
Surigao del Norte and W m l  ~mincea. Missianries hqm to start c)larrdhee in fwr v i w  in 
tMse areas. 

- The baard released $9,000 a. 11 to repair roof8 for 19 families an8 to provids W and 
r planting seed for 562 familiss on the northern islard of LWm. 

It also releasd $8,700 Oet. 4 to v i d e  f d  and seed for 600 falllilies fOW vill- 
affected by the eruption of w1- near City an rrlmn. 

Guam Baptists dmated $1,000 a d  H q  Kong Baptists damted $372.35 far the f 
projects . 

-3Q- 

D a z a m i n a t i o ~ P  Strife Baptist Presrr 
Tiring, Layman Says %-- 10/25/84 

+ &EXANDRIA, La. (BF)--Southern Baptist l a m e  have gram weary of damdnatiaxtl strife 
and low for unified pp:ogress, ~ y r s  a layman who is president of the Louisiana Baptiet 
convention* 

Ard if R a m  Boewell's wish am6 true, Southern Baptists will live in 'harracury, ha mm 
vangelistic atld have stranger Swday titelmls. 

-11, a Shrevaport: binemman and Louisiana cawat ion  president, *red hi$ "wimh 
list" with h r s  of the IBC executive Ixrard staff during a recent meeting. 

"I wish our Baptiert m e  could fin3 a theological position d e r  a brcrmd &lla that 
would not violate the -rim of the priesthood of the believer, 'I -11 said, alldf ng hs 
wishes Baptists "Kxlld not nurke every issue a test of fellowship." 

He admitted "rm W c h  or Bcncni~tion can exist very lorrg w i t l m t  a soMd doctrinal 
position e e d  in ths Word of God." E h r e m r ,  he warm3 "laity is getting a bit wuy of 
continual discussion abut th things that we disagree on aile neg1set:ing Eher things we holB 
in oaamwxr." 

-11 -id m el-t of the current SBC theologicdl/political Ymtrowrsy "8Im~l.d kesp 
us fran doing What m are mUd to +bring men to God thraqh Chriet our fnrd." 

In another wish, BOU.ll e q m d  the hop. "our dtm& cmld ~t a fresh nar ini- 
in to  the mius of the S h y  far reaching m e . "  

"Great S-y schoolr build great clwrdhss," he insisted. Am wrt for hie ebb, la 
cited various trexds ard ewsnts in recent chur& history in dcih S-y s c h x h  - thr 
foundatims of strcng dwrchs. 

"1 wiah all our , including myself, would daily pr~t ice  lifestyle e~n@fear,~ 
Boswell said, e w m i n g  pt a m t h r  hcpe. --- 
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"Solonun said, 'He that winneth souls is wise,'" he wed. "If we gave ourselves to 
w i n n i n g  the lost ard equipping the saved, we'd have less time fox the critiquing of mother 
man's theology." 

The president also said he wishes Swthern Baptists would understand "our total 
outreach efforts channeled through Cooperative Program giving." The Cooperative Program is the 
SEC's unifid budget. 

He pointed out many of the ministries which the Cooperative Progran embles Sauthern 
Baptists to do "thrill" him and make him excited about being prt of such an undertaking. 

I thrill to be a Southern Baptist, he added. "When the last electronic church has gwle 
off the air for lack of furds, Southern Baptists will still be out there prewhing the -1 
to the four mrners of the earth till Jesus comes again." 

--30- 

Thais Censol: Baptist Film, 
Call it Divisive 'Nonsense' 

Baptist mae 
l0/25/04 

-, ThaiLand (Be)--Thai government officials have censored the newest 16am film 
produced through Southern Baptiats in  the country, calling it "nonsense" and divisive. 

The Thailand Cenaorehip Camittee in Bangkok has declared "Rak Aphai" (Ebrgiving L&e) to 
be "spreading religion ly using econamics, politics a d  social event$ to divide the mity of 
the people of Thailand." 

Baptist Mass Cannnznicatims of the milard Baptist Mission officially m e r e d  the film 
Sept. 23 at the Intinmuel Baptist Church in Bangkok ard later learned it had to b ta t b  
censorship camittee. - The mission Ixps to appeal the carrmittee' s dwisim. 

Pbttani Ftutnin, a Thai Christian dram professor at' 7hmwat  University, one of tM 
leading universities in Thailatrl, adapted "Rak Aphi" as a screenplay frcm the Old Tastataant 
story of Joseph. The professor wrked i n b  the story scenes dealing with the office of tM 
prime minister-the reason given for letting censors examine it. 

Baptist Mass Ccrxlnrunications films were shown 1,010 times to more than 115,OMl viemerar 
during the 12 months d i n g  April 30. As a result, 132 p p l e  accepted Jesw Chriat as thsix 
savior and another 46 made other lifechanging decisions. 

-3&- 

Sozrtlnviatsrn Fwulty 
Supports President 

WAKE FORBT, N.C. (BP)-The faculty of Southeastern Baptist Theological Saninary, Wake 
Forest, N.C., unanimusly adopted a resolution of support for President W. Rm-daS.1 W a y  an3. 
renewed their camnitment to "fulfill our &ling." 

The resolution, adopted at the regular monthly meeting of the 3&-member faculw, cited 
Lolley for "prwiding significant leadership for this seminary and throug- the Southern 
Baptilst ~omrentim in a time of grave challenges to ow: evangelistic, missio~ly anCl 
educational wark. . . I' 

Lnlley's caranitment of t h ,  talent ard energy was seen as "a source of -t 4nd 
inspiration" to the h r s  of the te~hing staff, accmding to the reaalwtim, 

He was further lauded for hie af f imtion of "the miniatxies of wcmen fn t.Jm ba 
which God has called them or yet shll call them.. ." and for his m r k  "to qmn the 8##ar cd 
opportunity for ministry to all persons are thus called.. ." 

--Nore-- 
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The resolution expseed "gratit& fox ard our m y  supprt of President I,dUey. 

Lalley, who was not present for the discussion and adoption of the reaaX.Ufion,,,,qelebr~W , * 

on A q .  1 ten years as president of fhe Southern Baptist Bmrentim $mi&. 
-3G- 

Reagan, brdale Urged TO 
Reject Arm- Theory By Larry Qlesser 

(BP)-Presidential cadidates Mmld Reagan ard Walter Mo*e hwle 
by more thn 100 Protestant, Catholic a d  Jewish leaders to replldiate "the exUearfst world dw 
of nuclear ArmapMcm," the notion t b t  nuclear wax in the Middle East a s d a t e d  ath tm 4nd 
of history is both imminent and inevitable. 

a subject of hlogical  debate and controversy in religious circl-, 
t b l o g y  surfacd in the political are= this fall as media reposte focused on ' s 
interest in ard ccmnenb an the subject. Comewned abMlt several Reagan csmmts s w t i n g  
tht AmmgeMm mUd mur in this generation prapted the religiaus leaders to cSll On b k h  
preaibntial candidates to reject the Armageddon ideology which they said ir~ linked p~einuui$y 
to the "New Eleligiow Right." ' 

"It is profoumlly disturbing that religious leaders wuld use their influenae W pmmk 
this ideology of nucleax ~ ~ , "  the staterent Ileclared. "It is even lawca cliaturbing mt 
any plitical leadbra--espially leabrs with the responsibility far dbecisians affQcting mr 
and -*might identify tharselvee with extremists dim believe tkt nuclear is 
inevitable an3 inrminent. " 

-ding t~ the statemnt, nmlear hmageddon theology "seem to juetify n w h w  w a 
divine instnrrrent to polish the wickd a d  amplete God's plan for history.Y 

Damuncing nuclear A m r a w  theology as "a perversion of Haly Scripme arnd a iXlhgerr t;cr 
the security of our Fkwlic, " the religious leaders warned: "The paople of ther world le Ehm 
terrible daqar of nmlear wax. An ideolosy that would dep~rive our nation of tM will W 
resist this ~ ~ ~ ~ O C C L U B ~  is ummrthy of h r i c a ' s  spiritual aru9 taefflocratic heritage. " 

The statemsnt m s  relewd at a press conference ooordimtd by th Chriatic Xrustitub, 
interfaith policy group Wsed in mhington. 

Ammg the Reagan cmments cited at the prees conference e r e  a broadaast interview 
statement during the 1980 campaign "we m y  be the generation Chat a-s ArmaqdLS#l," and a 1983 
remark w e d  in the Jerusalem Post in dhich Reagan told interviewer Tom Mnmt "Ym kXWr X 
tu rn  W k  to royr ancient pp:ophets in  the Old Testarmmt rrrd ttre aignn fcmtollirrg  on, 
ard I fird -lX d e r i n g  if-if we're the wneration that's going to see tht ca&i abwt, I 
dm' t )saw i f  you've noted any of  tho^^ pr-ies lately, but believe me, they certainly 
describe the times we ' re going thrqh. " 

During the secord m g a n - m e  debate O c t .  21, the president acla#rwledg& b v h g  
philosqhical discuesians with people interested in "the Biblical prqhcias of what W d  
ported the d n g  of ArmagmMa~ a d  so forth," but did not clearly d m s a  or reprrliata 
ArmagEddm theology* 

In that reqmnse, Reagan said, "no o m  haws whether t m  pr*ie@ man EIvrt 
is 1,000 years away or the day after tomrraw. So I have never seriwly wanaed are mid we 
m u s t  plan according tn AmpgaScm. " 

Also at the press conference, representatives of mral I% jarity head Jerry I%lwll pascrad 
out statemnte released by the television evangelist insisting " m t  ervang%lfds fullty bliw 
there will not be a nuclear war" arrd the religious leaders ' etateaRent waa " jmt mm mare sf fort 
by anti-Reagan 1 &rs to a t t m  to hurt the president." 

--mre- 
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T b  Falwell statemnt added: ''I@ join w i t h  these anti-Reagan leaders in urging 
presidential cardidate8 of both prties to repzldiate any associatian with any extremist w l d  
view which demarrla a nuclear -if , in  fact, any sudh view exista am#~g umdible 
theologians anywhere." 

In response to Falwell ' s clrarges, press conference l edrs  painted to a nmhr of P'alwell 
quotes and writlings contradicting his denial of belief in nuclear AmmgeMm, Anrag thoga 
a 1981 statement to a IDS -leg Times in t erv i er  in  which Falwell remarked: "Wm b@liew 
that Rwsia, because of her need of oil-ad she's running out -is wing to w ~ n r r r  in cm $hm 
Middle East, a d  prticularly Israel m a w e  of m i r  hatred of the J~wL~, arrd tht it is at 
t b t  tiare wbsn  a l l  hell w i l l  break wt. Axld it is at that time when I believe them be 
a- nuclear h l b c ~ u 8 t  on this earth, because ft says that blood s M 1  f1w in t h ~  B W t a  qp 
to the bridle of tM hxses in the Valley of Elsdraelon for w x e  200 miles." 

Jim mllis, an evangelical pastor a d  editor of Sojatners magazine, chasged t h  
"manipulation of Scripture" by pr-ts of nuclear & m a ~ o n  idmlagy "mmt b dll@ mt 
it is-a heresy. " 

Wlis told repxters the Bible "has h e n  u e d  a id  twisted to justify aome of tlw =st 
sina in history," citing slavery arr3 racism as examples. 

A n a q  the Baptiat signers of ths statement =re Robert C. Campbell, gmmil amretRJry of 
American Baptist Churchee, U.S.A. : William K. Qber, executive director of Nations1 MinirWfee 
of Aumrican Baptiert Churdhss, UoSoA,, an8 George Hill, minister of Calvary Baptirrt -, 
Washington, a rongregation af f i l i a t d  w i t h  bqth the ABC a d  Southem Baptist C a r , ~ t i a r  

-3&- 

Seminary Trustees Mfinn 
Preeidmt ' s Le&t%rahip m1e 

IXXIISVILLE, Ky. (BP)--The executive curtnittee of Southern Baptist Thml~ica2 &mdnary'e 
h r d  of trustees has affirmed the right a d  respmsibility of s d m r y  Preelbni: fLry Ldw 

Hmeycutt to take an active leadership role in the Southern Baptist Convention, 

In a stxarrgly mrdd resolution, trustees q s s e d  support far Ebqmtatt's ' ' c ~ ~ ! ~ n t  
1 erahip role in t h  dancminatim as an apprqiate part of his mspcnaibility am paidant ."  

" Trustees also in8icated agnmmt with Honeycutt's "asseament ard re- tus 4 2 ~ ~  
political issues addresad in his 1984 -tion addxeas and in "The Tie", the official. 
semimry ptiblication. 

In the m ~ c a t i o n  acklrese in Late August, Hmeyatt declared '!holy war" rkwat M tallad 
"unholy form dhich, i f  left ~~, will deertray emmtial qualltiam d both art 
convention axld this seminary.'' 

Hmeymtt also hllw the seminary camnunity awl all Southern Baptists tcs fulfill 
their Christian a d  denaninatimal duty to preserve the Baptist heritage of priest- of 
believer, soul cclapetency a d  freedan of conscience in Christ, 

Hmeycuttls plea to "mintain the mity and the diversity of the S o u t ~  Baptiet 
Convention a d  to d u c t  a r e ~ ~ l v w  at all times with haor and per.gna1 integity' alam mm 
reaffirare8 by the resolutian. 

The reeolution points ta the historic involvement of a e m i ~ r y  presidents in drcntiw 
dencmimtioml criees. 'Ihe role of Sout'hhem Seminaxy President E.Y. Wiry in 1 d n g  
Southern Baptists thraqh the aerrolnSnati-1 contmvergt of the 1920~ q ~ ~ ~ i f i c u l y  wm ciW, 

"Wccesaive pxesidenta of the seminary have cmfrontd critical aml, at  tinwa, 
controversial national and clemninatimal issues not only an the baais of p u c d  Christian 
coxlacience but as a direct and awwiat responsibility of the president of t3e 
Baptist Theological Seminary, " the resolution says. 

--nore- 
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The trustees said the seminary president must have "such freedan as characterizes the 
prophetic a d  a p t o l i c  witness to the Gospel and its implications for individual bslievars aru3 
for wr oorporate life as Southern Baptists, " 

In pledging suprt of Homycutt, the trustees called on Southern Baptists "to maff im 
our historic Baptists m e s t "  to return to an open Southern Ebptist Convention, atd 
reaffirmed "the Southern Baptist Convention's action in 1979 at Houston, by which the 
convention a w e d  a mtion rejeing wert political activity as a convention p r m . "  

-30- 

Mary HardirHhylor Opens 
Christian Mission Center 

Baptist P r e s s  
10/25/84 

B E L m ,  Texas (Bp)-The University of Mary HardirrRaylor has established a Christian 
Mission Center which kings seven existing and projected areas of ministry llrder o m  rrmbixlella 
organization. 

Included in the center are the Mquage Institute, Inc., lay renewal evangelilmn 
training, world hunger relief training, a new telecumunications prqam, intemticuwtl 
Christian training, trocati-1 training atld evangelism training. 

The program is designed so tMHB stucknts, as well as laymen or church staff, m y  receive 
extra training in one of there fields of interest. 

The Laps Ianguage Institute already' is in operation on the UMK8 campus. Self -study 
packets in  38 foreign languages are available with an -is an Christian vmabuhy. 
Packets are in the planning stages for mother 162 languages designed for the parson M b  wiskves 
or needs to share a Christian witness in a foreign country or with those for dhn  Erqlish ie 
not a first Language. 

The lay renewal evangelism program will offer specific training in the laity minietries 
which God already is using a r d  the world. Seminars, regular couxse work in program such a8 
MasterLife, certificate program for hymen, etc. are all in the projmted plans for the area. 
In addition, tw days' classroom training in lay renewal work will be available, as well ae 
credit courses in personal evangelism a d  continuing educatim courses teaching l a m  kw3w to 
lead revivals. 

IP313B presently is developing a training program to help alleviate the m l d  hunger 
problem. Damnstration gardens will be developed and an educatian program to prcamte thia 
effort will be mintained. 

Wt33 will begin devel-t of a training program for the telecmmunicationar ministry try 
continuing its efforts 4m bring the American Christian Televieion System (ACE) to cedltral 
Texas. Lmg-range plans include acquiring equipent for Local origination programing an8 a 
training program for the telecamunications minis try. 

The intermtiom1 training program includes a school for university trainiw of 
international students with the etpbility of training both church -tion d nwl-mtionerl 
students. They will return tn their native lands equipped to witness for and m i n i s t  x in tb 
name of Jesus Christ. 

The bivocati-1 training program is being developed througlmut many amas in America for 
nowfull-time staff positions. 

Evangelism training will include oours work on per-1 evangelim tauglht by adjunct: 
professors. WHB's alresdy active sports ministry will continue to grm th.mugh its 
involv~t with Athletes in Action, Fa, the Baptist Men's basketball ministry to Maxim a d  
other areas. The BSU's activ involvement in personal evangelism ministry projects, both Local 
ard beyond, continues to qrm each year. 



Survey Portrays 
Fired Ministers 
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By J i m  lrCkJry 

Baptist Press 

N?GWILtE, Tenn. (Be)--Perkusps the mbst significant lessan Southern Baptiata can Lsarn 
£ran the wash of forced terminatiarrs of ministers is haw to be respnsible jhen an-ng into 
new minietry situatiam. 

*"There needs to be mre verbal r i a t i o n s  between the W c h  an3 the 
minister," wcordirag to BradErr Faulkner, supervisor of the m x  guidance section of t?m 
churdh administration ckipartment of the Southern Baptist S d y  Sc-1 BmM. 

Faulkner re-tly released a new survey on forced termination in  which d c a t i a m  
sptenrs of ministere a- to be ina&quate. Nearly half of the reepdentm said thy -re 
unaware of problem plam to fire them. 

Researdhers --tad ministers ~ wre forced to resign &ring the past 18 r#mt)us, 
Names were submitted by atate -tion dhur&minister relatiam dirednra and d i m d ~ s  of 
missions. Fraa these nanm, a ay8temtic sample of 400 minigitera was fm at* oL! 
wM,ch 246 responees -re wabh. i 2  

Tl-e tw met freqwmt reasons rtated by resp#ulents for forcad tednatim$ -re l y k  
paserful mimity  of mmberr (66 p4rcent) a d  factions in the aqmgatian (41 psr-1. Othrrx 
frequently mentiolled *tor8 =re different leadership stylea, tioo 1- a taure, bao 
authoritarian or dictatorial, CQUldn't get dl- with membrs, ad not mming tm on 
the jcb. 

Even t m h  90 percant of the re-ents irdicated at least one of t b  d n g  a- 
existed in their situaticm, a euqcisfng 44 percent reprted the t e ~ ~ t i ~  m 8 1 ~ X h  Md 
withnut warning. 

1 

"It is hprtmt fop: a minister 4m look at the pulse ba t  of the &urcth," )!WWmr mid, 
"-1e who dan't knclw Wlmt'r going on are awfully insensitive. I 8- nroart: of Ehs 
termimted ministers rrlho had no advance -ledge of terminatiohl mzrw thAt m, am amm 
disctrersed tednaticm with tbm k m l l y . "  

Reqmdents mprtd  ths mst frequent way (36 percent) in mch forced t d n a t f a u a  mro 
hanaled waa " i a i a t e  with r ~ a v  for a definite period of time. 

Faulkner said ministers a m  termi~tad shauld be given six mnkhi?3 with fa1 pay @ 
give them t h  to fir4i w k .  H e  said irdustry frequantly has a ~lraxe #~lrpassionnb @icy an 
fired workers than Bo d h u r m .  Them are numeram reports of tvlro week.' or a nmth'r mhxy 
for terminated ministers, with the loss of busing. 

For Faulkner, omr of the mmt significant statist ice in the survey wae the of thr 
resporrfents. ' Them -re 62 percent of reapdents between 35 an3 54, agas dhich mually am 
considered the heart of a heal- oontributing minister ' s career. 

This aantradicta, at least mmrsg the resprdents, the belief that nmat minister8 v b  a m  
tedmted are either y m q  arrfl i n e x p r i d  or old d urryielding. 

Sources of remdl  by ministers bfore, during and after Ehs temht ian mmt: 
wife, 91 percent; dwldh nmbrs, 73 percent; dixecbr of missions, 70 p r m t ;  faUw BaHist 
minirsters cutside ths -ty, 68 prcent: other family mmbecs, 67 proenti Baptist parbora 
i n  m u n i t y ,  66 percmt, a d  cloee fxierrds not included a w e ,  61 prcant. 

Faulkner said ministers rely solely on wives for support in  t h a  of crimis w i l l  
quickly deplete their ezmrgim. He mid it is miair to aarry ham only pr&limm tn w i w ,  but 
ministers shaild sham vietoride as wll. 

wily as revealing ma ths kt 78 percent of the respondents said the dfwvch hsd 
t rminated previ~~lhl p t o r a  OT &aff maibers prior b their going b the dwxch. Alao, 63 
percat of the dmrdwx~ h d  e x p e r i d  tm or more terminations. 

-m- 
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According to the survey, an impmtant firding is that 60 pzrcent of the minist rs who went 
to churches which had terminated ministers were unaware of the "termination history" of the 
church. Another third were not fully informed regarding the bhurch's history of terminations. 

A total of 51 percent of the churches -ported by respordents were in the 300 or f-r 
menvbership category. 

Faulkner advises pastors to always talk with directors of missions am3 other p s b r s  in 
the camunity before going i n b  a new church situation, The verbal negotiatim at the 
beginning can save m y  prcb1e.m later, 

"Bn't 9 into a new churdh situation blind," Ehulkner said. "Don't just say 'It's [bd's 
w i l l .  ' "  Every Christian believes that, but God i n w a  for us to use go& judgamnt and m h  
just spntanBous react ion. " 

Faulkner cited one Southern Baptist Convention church with which he is acqdntsd that haa 
forced out five ministers in the last 11 years. "It would be naive ard irratiaaral a 
minister to go into that church not b i n g  wfiy the terminations taok place." 

For the r e d ,  80 percent of the resprdents in the survey have already fourd ql-t, 
ard tmthirde of that mnbr are in Smthern Baptist churches, Wst of the minirters fad 
their ernplqmnt on their am or thraqh friends. 

The study of forced termination of Southern Baptist ministers was prepared by the re8tmrch 
services dapartmnt of the StP.1Bay School Bmrd, 

- - 3 s -  


