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Con£ lict Threatening SIX ' s 
Caoperative Destiny, Says Ray E3y B i l l  Mhb and 

M k r t  0 ' Br ien 

RIDGEREST, N.C. (BP)--Southern Baptists' cmprative methad of ministry 2md giving is at 
the heart of w h a t  Cecil Pay calls the &nomination's "greatest time of conflict" and its 
"greatest era of vision." 

Southern Baptists are mving Ward an hour of destiny when they will decide whether their 
dream will mve them to a new greatness ac conflict w i l l  destroy them am3 prevent their ability 
to achieve such a dream, said Ray, director of the Planned G r w t h  in Giving pxograrn. 

kxy aml ,Jams L. sullivan -re the primary makers a t  a f irst-ever Furloughing Missionary 
Cooperative Prqram Cbnference, which drew 270 averseas missionaries, 50 state convention 
representatives and 100 Foreign Mission h r d  staff mmbers. Sullivan is retired president of 
the Baptist Sunday School Bcrflrd and a former president of the Southern Baptist amentian. 

The denomination's Goopexative hrcqram, a plan of voluntary, unified giving start& in 
1915, is the envy of other denaninations, my said, but Southern E3aptists1 "lifestyle of 
c v r a t i a n "  has k e n  and continues to be sustained only through continuous struggle. 

"Direct appeals just keep m having attraction for Ehptists," he explained. "Ibsignated 
giving, a mthcd so frustrating in our work, continues to hold attraction for us." 

H e  said direct appeals =and designated giving are throwbacks to the &iety appmch of 
sponsoring ministries. Societies were single-cause organizations-such as mission, children's 
home or hospital sacieti.es--which appealed directly to each dhurch for f d s .  

One drawhck, as Sullivan sees i t ,  was a person concentrated on perhaps just one a s ~ t  af 
Christian respansibility "rather than the to ta l i ty  of it." 

"There was m mmunication betwen societies, no way for them to interrelate," he 
explained. "They were af ter  the same dollars and were thrum into canstant capetition.'' 

Societies were not accountable to the churches ad their W r d s  of trustees =re self- 
pqxtuat inc- j ,  he adlrtcl. "Even k l l e  institutions which w a n  urder the society system in mrica 
--almost all of them--have at some p i n t  i n  history stood on their hind legs, spit in the eyes 
uf their Eounlers am1 started in a direction -site €ram the way their founders intended." 

Instead of having a centripetal force which pulled Baptists tc~ward,unity, the society 
system had a centrifugal force which flung them apart, he maintained. 

I n  that context, Ray, Sullivan and Foreign Mission Board President R. Keith Parks warned 
against follaring those who would have the FMB akmdon the Osoperative Program and mt its lot 
with direct appeals. Southern Baptists rejected the mciety approach, Ray mintaind, '-because 
it didn't work :. . it failed to provide a financial base of support. It  didn't mrk then-and 
hear me, friends--it mn't mrk rrrw." 

%at h s  m k e d  effectively and e~rprnically for nearly 60 years has been a sys- of 
cosperation which allows Southern Baptists to f u l f i l l  their guiding p~p*missiom, my 
said.  QARGAN-CARVER K I B R A ~ ~  

--nore-- S. B. C. lll~lll~l~ COHIISSIOI . . - - - -  
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-ration is a struggle for the denomination t day  because of the ethnic and cultural 
diversity of Baptists in a l l  50 states ard because of a heritage which originally m h t  
Baptists of a variety of theolqical, doctrinaX and traditional stripes together for the 
purpose of missions, Ray and Sullivan explained. 

"Baptists had a love of missions long b e h e  we had a system of cooperation," my said. 
"We have our first 80 years (as a denominatian) to testify that without -ration # w h t .  
Those years are testimnies to frustration and inability to make a love affair with m i a e i ~  
ham a p r t  £ran a workable, viable system and spirit of cooperation." 

Baptists fran either the right or the left who think they can v ~ m k  only with thosle who 
lmk, think and act l i k e  them have a problem which cculd derail the SBC 's world missions 
thrust, Ray and Sullivan explained. The damina t i on  mst be p e m e d  by its middle majority, 
which keeps straight ahead with help from the m r e c t i v e  pull frm both the right and the left. 

The problems Southern Wtists are fighting t d a y  d e r  ~e title of "inerrancy" have 
c r m  up thraughmt Southern Baptist history llnder a variety of titles, Sullivan a d  Ray 
noted. Sullivan mn recall eight such times since 1926. 

Such ccntrwersies, they said, revolve aroud repeated reemrgence of the sa?i ty idea of 
(ienaaninat ional operat ion, Ehe tendency to narxcw qualification of people fir servic to their 
theological psit ions, and the historical J .R. Graves Zandmrk emphases (Graves held atYything 
done outside the society system and the h a 1  church was unbiblical and invalid and that lncal 
churches sha~ld do missions directly, rather than through rooperation). 

Not all Baptists in the past could cooperate mr can all  of them in the present, Ray 
added. "There is sorrrething about cooperation that requires some special qualities that 
unfortunately mt all possess. l' 

Cbpratian is voluntary. It is dcminated ly m e  purpose--missions. Arr3 it can only be 
engaged in  by people who b v e  trust, Ray and Sullivan agreed. "And finally, it must be at the 
price of some forfeiture of irdividualism," Ray said. "I can't 'have it aactly my my always, 
and if I insist that I must, I can't cooperate. 

"We can't substitute doctrinal purity and expect to stay together. We can't subetitute 
social reform and expect to stay together, " he said. "It has a missions that gave us wr 
unity and it has been our willingness to support it that has kept us alive." 

Ray a d  Sullivan see the Oooperative Program as the ciha.nnel through which Southern 
Baptists can mtch their mrmitment to giving w i t h  the vision of Bold Mission "Ibrust, the plan 
to share the gospel with everyone on the earth by the year 2000. 

Ray wt 1 i nml the new denominat ioml "Planrid C;xcwth in  Giving" approach which he envisions 
c n n ~ l r l  r - , 3 1 i . l c ~  c:l~trrc.t~es to qrm mvr.rr-folri, : 3 t a i t c \  trnrvt~rt  inrw lO-foL(1,  t.Iw natioml clomrerrtirm 12- 
fold and the )BITE and Foreign Mission b r d s  l5fold by t31e par 2000. 'V& 're trying b say tm 
Baptists, 'Cod's given us a vision. NCkJ let's mtdh it with a response. ' Bold Mission TWust 
is a dream beyord our grasp at our present level of comnitmt, " he said. 

The Bold Mission dream focuses the historical aspirat ions Baptists had wen b e h e  
put together a cooperative system which cmld mke it possibl.e, but it m ' t  happen in a spirit 
of discord, Ray and Sullivan -red. . 

Ray traced h m  British Baptists and Wthern Baptists in  the thited States passed onto an 
historical sidetrack after disruptive fights wer  biblical inerrancy an3 evolution. 

"I guess it's this krwrwldge of h m  v.e fight the same battles wer ard wer that mkes are 
YO intensely frightened by what w're doing kx3ay, l1 Ray said. 'We're at the time of our 
greatest ability. We've never been so q u i p p 3  with people a d  resources d a pitin in the 
world to do what Gad has called us to do. 

"W, a l l  of a sudden, we're swing nay to in the very kind of contxuversie~ that 
have destrayed the mjor effectiveness of the two largest Baptist H i e s  that h v e  preceifed 
us. It has to be a matter of grave c a x e r n  a d  we need to learn our lessons." 

- -3 s -  
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Lee Retires 
A t  Avere t t 

DANVILLE, Va. ( B P ) - H w r d  W. Lee. presidkt a t  Averett 0311ege since Jan. 1, 1980. k s  
a n n o m d  his retirement. 

L e e ,  68, went b Averett as assistant to  me^ President Q ~ 1 1  A. Arderson in 1971 d 
becam acting president in July 1979, whm Aderson retired because of a heart ailment. A few 
months later the t rustees  elected Lee president. 

Prior to joining Averett, Lee was pastor of West Win Church, h n v i l l e ,  Va., for 27 years. 
He is a graduate of W i l l i a m  Jetell (Baptist) Qllege in Liberty, M. , and received the Mast r 
of Theology and Dxtor of Philosophy degrees at southern Baptist Thmlogical S e m i n a x y ,  
b u i s v i l l e ,  Ky. 

- - 3 s -  

Hunger Gifts W l p  
HMB Meet Bmstic Needs By Michael mtterm 

ATLAN'IR (BP)--Southern Baptists' increased gifts to dmestic hurqer relief enabled the 
Southern Ehptist E-bm Mission Board to keep pace with requests for hmger hrds during the 
f irst  eight m n ~ s  of 1984. 

The mme Mission Bmrd al lmated mre than $300,000 during me first eight mnths of Ehe 
year, a record distribution, according to Paul Fdkins, director of the bclard's Christian social 
ministries department which distributes the furds. As of Mg. 31, the board had received m l y  
$259,235 but m s  able to use furds which cnm in tm late for 1983 allocation to nw t &is 
year ' s needs, he explained. 

Requests for f u d s  have k e n  heavy during the first mnths of 1984. Requests ranged fran 
n&s related to natural  disasters to £ad relief for the poor. 

Missouri, struck by f laxl ing earlier this year, and Nbxth and South Carolina, ravagsd 
tornadoes this past spring, were mrq a hardful  of states which received hunger furds to fed 
hcmeless ar displaced prsons who were victim of this year's inclimte mather, 

Ibrnestic hunger fuds aided families hardest hit  by crunS3ling ecommics in several states. 
N e w  Wxico fhptists e r e  allmated $1,000 for hunger relief amorg American Indians arrd Wch- 
basel feeding program in  Kansas City, S t .  Lnuis arad Green Oxnty,  Fb., received fwd$. S E  
hcme missiomries i n  Wyoming used hunger £unds to purchase food for unempluyed perm-. 

Palvary Rapt. ist Church in  Hibbing, Minn., where residents of the mrthern mining canrunity 
c.nnt i nw? to stclqqr:r twrler 80 IX?~C(?III- ,YI hiqF~*r r~nr~mpl(r/mn t, rrceivorl rmrr fnmls for fmJ1 
i t  I o r .  other furxls i i irlci l  Fnrrl re1 icf t*f Corl !; , i m x q  £hi t  itu\ refugees in South mi& 
ard a refugee center in  Miami. 

Atlnnbx area Baptists receivd tlmstic hunrjer funls to purchase foal for a rn 's crisis 
cent.er ;ux3 for several. church-spomred corranunity kitchens run during the last week of the 
mnth to help food stamp recipients whose h e f i t s  ran out before the d of the mth. 

Baptist centers and other Hsme Mission Baard-spkmred projects a l e  received danestic 
hunger furding. Denominational hunger gifts  ambled Iowa Southem Baptists to purchase fiood 
Eor a halfway hause for runaway teenage girls. Nebraska Baptists helped secure for 
distribution through an OMha Baptist center with damestic hunger funds. 

Swthern Baptists' increased amreness of hunger needs and ganeraus gifts fur 
relief indicate grass-rmts Southern Baptists are taking &e initiativ in respording to hrger 
n d s ,  said Nathan Parter, natioml d w s t i c  hunger consultant for the W. 

"Southern Rapt ists i n  &urchcs and as- ia t ions {ml other local l eve l  organizations like 
&man's Missiomry Union ard Raptist Student Union (Bsu) groups are shaving an interest in 
meeting hunger needs, " he explained. 

--me-- 
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h p t i s t  groups are corducting hunger surveys in their oomnunities ard rmking cantacts w i t h  
c m n i t y  social service organizations w i t h  increaser2 regularity, he added. As Baptiets 
mre amre of needs, they've used local missiop grcRtt3s to respod, 

In   lor ida, noted Parter,  every Baptist association in the state has set a goal to d u c t  
a h q e r  survey of the i r  c amni ty .  

Ewte r  said m e  student grcups are including ccsraraulity hunger -ems in their waald 
hunger =us, ptt ing an emphasis m danestic hunger i n  addition b the traditi-1 focw an 
overseas huqer needs. 

Fbrter noted 83 Jerusalem Projects list various dcmstic hunger needs in  18 states, the 
District of Colunbia am3 Puerto Rico. The Jerusalem Projects (here students focus an mede in 
t h e i r  i d i a t e  area) enabled BSU groups and local churches to begin spcmsoring 'bite-sized 
hunger projects i n  the United States," Forter said. In the first eight months of 1984, 
Baptists have sponsored 10 Jerusalem Projects, a s igni f icant  response, said Porter. 

"When Southern Baptists think of world hunger, they rw~w include the mite3 States, " he 
explained. "Our own -unity aaght to be part of mission -ern tihe warld camaulity." 

Porter expressd alarm #e hungry i n  the United States are the target of discrimination. 
"Ckl a n a t i o ~ l  level, the averall prevail ing attitude seem to be anti-paor," he said. 
Ecommic, business and gwernment reports state -itions are imprclving, but "this is mt 
t rue,"  he  charged. "It's a lot m s e  £or thce who are poor. In 1983, 900,000 persona -re 
added to the poverty rolls; s ince 1980, the rolls have increased mxe than six million." 

Today, added Porter, the U n i t e d  States experiences the highest percen-e of persons 
living below the poverty level  "since 1964 when (President) LZlyndon Joihnson started the mr an 
pwerty. " Fbrter mted 15.2 percent, or 35 millior+plus Americans n5w earn imaam~ belm the 
governnmt's *lared paterty line of $10,175 for a family af four in ah W et-. 

"By government standards there are m e  poor Wple today than ever," he said. Curr nt 
data indicate the gulf  is widening between the rich a d  the pax, he added. 

Porter said he  was "alarmed" a t  statements which blame the poor for their situation. He 
labeled remarks that "anyone who wants to can m k e  it i n  America" ox that "poor people just 
w a n t  a handout" as prejudicial and bigoted .mil called on Southern Baptists to shy awy fwcrar 
judgments arwl instead re turn to the b ib l i ca l  imperative to care for the poaz. 

" m e  of the greatest needs of Southern Baptists is for a strorrg voice and etrorrg 
leadership which would direct us  to the mission of Jesus, which is to preach the good mws to 
the poor," said Porter. "Of course there is rn good news when yau are in a hclpeless a d  
dispairing situation. 

'''Ih(* [.JJJI II(WS )KIS 1.0 l x *  f , ~ r  nurt: ( t u t ~  w)rtl!+ Ir) m a t t t : ~  lm saving t l m  mrds are. The 
gm3 news has tn be seen i n  t r u e  arrd genuine actions which touch t h e  wkaole person. " 

--3G- 

hko t i l  Baptists 
Form !?ellowship 

Baptist Press 
9/ 13/84 

MOBRIDGE, S.D. (BPI-The Dakota Fellowship of Southern Ehptist Churdes has been organized 
with the objective of eventually becoming the mkota Saptist Qnvention. 

Presently there are 61 Southern Baptist churches ard 10 missions with 7,380 e x s  in 
North and South Bkota.  The are presently af £ilia* with the Mrthern Plains Baptist 
Convention which includes Fbntana as w l l  as the mkotas. ytaning was a part of NDrthem 
Plains for  many years bfare grming strong enough to farm a separate oonvmtion .this year. 

--mre- 
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h e  hurrdred ard seventy-five people gathered at Wbridge Southern -tist &W&h, 
Fbhridge, S . D . ,  for the mganizatioml meeting. G l e r l n  Field, NPEC missions d i r e c a ,  has been 
facilitator -king with an appointed caranittee of m ?derators arrd vict+m%rators. 

'z 

The fellowship adlapted a purpose, goals, objectives and a constitution arrl by-laws. Bob 
Graham, pastor of North Hills Baptist Church, Minot, N.D. was elected president ard Bill m, 
pastor of the host churdh for the meeting was elected vicepresident. 

- - 3 s -  

HMB Hires Gresham; Apprmes 
80 For Mission Service ~y Midhael Tutterw 

Baptist -em 
9/13/84 

ATLAMa (BP)--Directors for the Southern Baptist Bme Mission Baard voted ta hire b y  D. 
Gresham, retired state executive secretary for a e  Baptist (hnvention of Maryland, aB an 
independent cmtractor b r  a 15-month period beginning Oct. 1, 1984. 

Bmrd of directors for the Atlanta-based mtionaX missions agency also Mmed Joe A. 
Hernandez of A t l a n t a  direcwr of the ethnic resource -relation deprtment in the board's 
language missions division, effstive Sept. 15, 1984. 

Also, Horn Mission Bmrd President William G. Tanner annourrced 1984 gifts to the Annie 
Arrrstrong Easter Offering for Ham Missions totaled just urder $24 million as of Sept. 11. 

The figure, which represent& 82.5 percent of the 1984 goal of $29 million, is rurming 
slightly rmre than nine percent ahead of last year's offering, said m e r .  Southern Baptists' 
gifts b the annual offering shw &urch membexs believe in ham missions ard are, w i l l i n g  to 
support i t ,  he added. 

I 
Gresham, who for 25 years led the mryland Southern Baptist Qnvlsltion until his 

retirement in 1982, w i l l  be responsible for appraising ehurd.1 program ard msical facilities, 
sites for new dhurches ax3 plans for durches seeking lc lan/hd assistame, especially in the 
mr theastern United States. 

Gresham, 68, was interim executive director of the Baptist Qnvention of New York for a 
year after leaving the Phryland convention. Dr ior to assuming fie hryland post, he -8 pastQr 
of Mirlcl le River Raptist Church in Balt imnre. He is a graduate of F u m  Wiversity and was 
nmrcld hamrary doctorate from &stern Baptist meolrqical Seminary in Philadelphia. 

l-kmandez, is associate to the director of the board's language missions division. H i s  
new p s i  t ion, l e f t  v f x a n t  whm R ~ m  luhrtinf*~ assuwI r3 Inngiage missions p t  with the Florida 
I L q ) t  i:;t ( I )r~vtrlt  ion i r l  l"N33, wr:; c q t ~ , r r u l t u l  1 0  i ~ w * l ~ ~ ( k -  ch*vc~l(~pl~u-~lt 41trl ;\~lminist ration of t\w 
n :  I I t  I v l o t ~ .  t l  I .  1 1 x 1  I I I l e r ~ ~ ~ x l e z  will researcli 
n a s ,  Lead conferences arrl act as consultant to Southern Baptist -mention agencies in those 
areas. J-k also will. be a consultant to SBI: agencies in m k  related to Hispanics. 

Hemarmrlez, 33, has been associate to the director of the language missions division since 
'1981. H e  was a consultant i n  student m k  in Mexico udex Fbreign Mission Board w i n b e n t  
ard was on staff of the Baptist Ceneral Convention of Texas, working in both the missions 
sect ion ard the division of student mrk .  . 

He has been an associate pastor in Texas and a graduate teaching fellow at Southeatern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Wrth, Texas. He is a gkduate of Pan Pmrerican lhiv rsity 
an3 Suthwestern seminary. 

In other actions, board m-rs appointed three missionaries and f iv  missiomry 
assm iates a d  promoted tm missiomry associates to missionary status. Directors also 
appointed eight church planter qprentices. 

Directors also apprwed two state cmvent'ion staffers,  16 persons far &urch or language 
pstoral assistance and approved financial aid for 46 f ield perslonnel. 

-- 3 s -  
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Board Wds Pakistan, Finland; 
Names Liaison T b  Canadians By Bob Stanley 

RI-, Va. (BP)--Exteding Southern Baptists' worldwide mrk to 104 camtrim, tha 
Fbreign Mission Bard assigned carples i n  Septenbr to wmk in Pakistan arrcll Finlard and nnmod a 
veteran missiomry as a liaison to Canadian Baptists. 

Pakistan and Finland w i l l  be added to the bard's camtry list, h t  Chnada w i l l  mt 
because of the distinctive pattern in which four major Southm Baptist boards ard agemi s are 
r e m i n g  to appals for help in evangelizing that nation. 

James -1, a missionary to the Zkminican kp&lic who m r l y  barked Sn lkua3m aml 
Argentina, w i l l  be the board 'a liaison rn k l p  facilitab assistance to Canaaian Baptists, 
About 4,000 m h  Ebptists i n  83 carrgregations are related to Southern Baptists. 

We1 and his wife, Geargie, are mans. Betwen dssimary ethts,  Ie vms assirtnnt 
director of m r a t i v e  Ragram pramtion Eor the SBC Stewardship Qamlssian fran 1976-79 ard 
assistant vic6-president for developrent at Hardin-Sirmrrons University, Abilene, lkxas, 1979-82. 

In Jlure the Southern Ehptist Convention affirmed a re-t f ran a 2l-nmber at* 
carmittee which rec- the SBC Cbnstitution mt be changed to pmit eeathg of meamangerm 
£ w a n  w, as a 1983 carrvgltion mtion had asked. But the repwt attlined a *finite pmcem 
by *iCh the m e n t i o n  w i l l  prwide m e  help to -dim Ekqtists. 

The Foreign Mission Bmrd's assistance w i l l  be supervised by ata area director for EtiBlLle 
Anrerica and the Caribbean, Don knmxdiener. H e  a d  President R. Keith Parks w i l l  repressnt 
the bawd on a joint a t t e e  headed by the Mission Board to aoordinata -them Baptist 
ministries in Gwda. This group held its f i r s t  meeting Sept. 12 in  Atlanta. 

Aa3sigmmt of mrt d Bettie Pddleton of Georgia t o  mistan atld J i m  ard Fhry Tiafel of 
Florida ard Clklahana to Finlard came as the h r d  apprwed 42 new desionrnries ard -in- 
seven, These bring the total missionary force to 3,403. 

Althaugh tw6 awntries were added, the board's country cant  mt up ctily c m  bsclnuea 
Okinam was drcqpd fran the list. Okinawa is a part of Japan, ard adeeionaries sew* thare 
w i l l  be caunted as part of the Japan mission. 

Addle-, pastor of Southside Baptist Church, Cochran, Ga., w i l l  start chwdma amr>srg the 
Sirdhi-speaking camamity in Karachi, Pakistan's largest city. Tiefel, re@* bo a mqw& 
£ran Fin- Baptists to blp strengthen &urches, leaves a job as aasociate pastor of Swth 
Side Baptist Chura ,  Fort Wth, Ark., to become associate pnstar of a church in T h n p r e ,  
Fin-, after language study. 

SBC President Charles Stanley, who attenled mst of the bonrd meting, told its mabrr in 
a m l u d i n g  laessage that he 'kept mtiq to clap" as he heard repmts m advaxrcete in 
wrldwide evarageli sm ad starting churches. He said he wished avery SouEhm Raptist, "or just 
the paators, " cwld have been in cn the bard sessions. 

In an intewiew, he urged Southern Baptists to put aside angry xhetoric with rmfareme8 to 
jugular veins ard b l y  wars and talk l ike  adtulta alxxlt the issues Mi& divide them, 

Nin of the 10 new menbrs elected at the 1984 convention att- arientation seseiona 
during the SeptenJ;wr meetirrg, and Parks urged these a d  afhars on the Beme* bmrd to ah-  
missions informtion with Swthern Baptists. Such infomation, he mid, can *llerqe a- 
Baptists to a higher level of t rust  ard eupprt  for Bible-based wxldWide evangelizatian. 

Parks ia canrinced m e  Southem Baptists really k r w  what is happening in  miseions them 
w i l l  be a resurgwe that w i l l  "pull us W e  ard beyad the distractions that mld try to 
blunt the call of God anA the purpose .bar which we are arganiaed." 

i 
The board also Mmed Ihle Thurne to succeed FinJay Graham as associate to tkr director doa 

the Middle b a t ,  ef feet ive Jan. 1, 1985. Gralmm,. who b s  held the ahlsociate p i t  ion a h  
1976, w i l l  becare special assistant ta lhcarn until = a h  retir s early in 1986. 

--more-- 
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The Change will allaw Grakram time to translate his lectures and notes into Arabic for w 
at the Arab Baptist Theological Seminary in Beirut,  bano on, and to teach arrd train d.lurdh 
leaders in several Middle East countries. .I 

Both the 'Ihomes and Graham will live in Nicosia, Cyprus, where Thorne w i l l  be l i a i ~ m  
between the Ebreign Mission Bcard ard missionaries in Egypt, aza,  Israel, Jordan, -, 
Pbxocco a d  Yemen. Thorne ard his wife, Anita, both from Oklakmna, have been rapre~~ntativmm 
to Israel since 1965. He has been administrator of the Baptist Qnvmtion in Israel 
(organization of Southern Baptist representatives) since 1977. 

In other action the board ereat& an ongoing Developrrent Oxmil c w  of board 
merribers ad dmirmwl of regional councils. The mumil will advise the m r d ' s  &w-t 
office and serve as "ambassadors for the Foreign Mission Board in local ronrnunitiee aavf 
their respective professions cx businesses," according to a board statement. 

In 1982 the bcard named a vice-president for developent tm wmk with prsons want@ bD 
make "over and abwe" gifts that mid help the board respod to the " t r e e -  emngeldctic 
oppcartunities" ax& the m l d ,  according to Bill 0' mien, executive vice-president. Thi. 
apprwch also has been used to prwide financing for the new Miasimaq Learning m t e r  
Ibckville, Va. 

''me Foreign Mission Board is apprmching this dimension of our wrk as sensitiv ly a8 
possible, " 0' Brien said. 'We don't want to do anything t b t  distracts £run the lif line Of &ll 
that undergirds Southern Baptist mrk,  the Cooperative Program." He said the m i l  i8 a 
effort to "identify those persons sympathetic to the global missions task whose advic atld 
influence can erihame the mission effort frw within the context of the Baptist family." 

Carl Johnson, vicepresident for finance, reported receipts £ran the m r a t i v e  
continue to lag. Based on figures for the first 11 mnEhs of the -gltion'e fiscal year, h 
estimted the bard will have a shortfall of $2.5 million in inam fran Ehe SFXl mic 
operating budget. 

While "we rejoice t h t  giving through the Cooperative Program is surpassing t h  ratr of 
inflation, '"aid Johnson, the shortfall mans the board has a $4.5 million werall *fall, 
largest in recent Fbreign Mission Baard history. The 1983 Lottie Christmas Offering 
reached a record $58 million but fell $2 million short of the p l .  

Cammting an the report, Bmrd Chairman Ebrrell R. Cushing of Alabama said he b e l i m  
God ' s resources are being bottled up at three places : first in failure of individual g i v m  W 
caronit themselves to giving a tithe or beyord; secord in dhurches, which Ie said need to bs 
enccxlragd to increase the percmtage of their Cooperative Program gifts; and third in stat+ 
conventions, which he said need to fol law the example of states that are seekirrg tm 
channel half of their receipts an to the Southern Baptist Oonvention bor missi~s atrd 
conventionwide causes. 

Cushing said Alabama has taken steps to mve its percentage to the 50 percglt lev 1. I& 
all the state conventions, the average percentage forwarded to S X  causes is 37.54 percent, 
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liTVt3 Approves $13 Million Budqet 
To Exgmd &X'S, Help Pay Debt 

,I Baptint Pre- 
9/ 13/84 

mRT WORW, Texas (BP)-A $13million bdget, apprwed by FMio a d  Television Cbmbrim 
trustees for fiscal year 1984-85, will prwide approximtely $4 million 6 x  nw pr-ng and 
expinsion of the three-mnth-old American Christian Television System arrd begin r-t of 
the $4.3 million loan used to finance the network's first year. 

The corrrmission will have to raise $2.6 million through its develapment prqram during 
1984-85 t;o support the network, according ta the bdget. 

ccmm.insion Presidsnt Jimmy R. ~ l l e n  told trustees: 'WE can't do long-rarrge planning. I ~ D  
one 'has wver dm: this before. Our experience hse is so small. " 

--more- 
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He added: "!the $4.3 million loan w i l l  let us go thrwgh this year while w get au: 
develnpxmt program in gear. We b v e  been in a tremdms frenzy b l a m  *e X T S  ne-, 
and rm w need an intermediate plan for the next 24 months. " 

'+ 

Allen reparted ACTS is adding an average of 100,000 cable TV smribers  par w k .  T h  
n e t m k  has signed on 107 cable system totalling 1.6 million subscribers, vhidh repremt 
than four million ptmtial  viewrs. 'We already have daily access im mwe people than 
Southern Baptists have in Sunday schml on any given Sunday," he said. 

"We can nake the netwrk m r k ,  and we have set up a mnthly budget review to nrak 8- r 
stay cm track," he said. He also assured the 26m-r board the m e t  wil l  allow #?rs 
grclw without jeopardizing the camission's werall work. 

John E. Hughes, pastor of F i r s t  ~ a p t i a t  Qlurch, Indeperdence, m., and &mmr trugltss 
chainran, said the new bmet w s  handled "as thaaoughly a d  practically as v~ le  aaita )raw, 
while realizing w have to raise $2.6 million." 

'Ihe $l>million budget is a $2.7-million increase over the revised budget hr 19BS84. 
Even thaqh the aarmission is expected to crme in $1.3 million be- meted rswnu# frrr 
1983-84, it w i l l  l ikely post a small surplus. 

Jams W. IMwrds, vice-president of financial affairs for the d s s i a n ,  said tkrs nw 
budg t w i l l  enpheize those z t i v i t i e s  that strengthen the revenue bnse fior I9-m aamdrshm, 
such as devebpnent rmd mrketing. 

Other functions w i l l  be p t p o n e d  unt i l  later i n  the year. A m k l o g  of prd- arrd 
acquired programing w i l l  help sustain the network, Allen said. 

The 193485 budget includes a $4.9 million allocation ern the 6BC Oooperative Pr- 
budget, adcpted during the 1984 annual meting of the SBC in Ramas City. 

Trustees voted to rquest $5,690,000 from the 1985% Ctxperative Program, a 15 prcmt 
increase. The wequest w i l l  be made a t  the Septen-ber meeting of the 5g: Executive M t t a m .  

h x l i e r ,  Allen told trustees the XTS netmrk can help the Qaperative Program by 
generating increased eupprt for the unified giving plan ard 5ox rnissiana offerirq~ by 
"dramatizing the missions venture." Already 200 Southern Bagtist missionaries have aEpsard ql( 

program, he said. 

To barrow the $4.3 million, the carmission issued mtes fmtalling that m t  N q .  10 
thrcugh the A.B. CuLbertsm Cb. for an urderwriting cost of $236,500. A l l  bwlds mrm crold in 
advance of the issue, Edmrde said, and m cxmnission assets =re p w e d  as aermrity. 

"This is a very c a r o n  thing for laurching a major venture l ike  this, 'I Mmde arcpl.imd, 
The mjor reason mst w businesses f a i l ,  he said, is fa i lu re  to q u i r e  *frat capit& 

The mney is being used to start up the network d sustain it for the fixat w. lim 
the mtir $4.3 million is available to the cannission naw, that vihich is tmt 
immediately can be invested in certificates of deposit to reduce the werall imt of tho 
loan, Edmrds said. The mtes are to be paid back aver Ehree years. 

To help repay them, the cclranission w i l l  use the $2.1 million pledged April 12 durirrg 4s 
ACTS satellite lamb dinners, 

1 As folla+up to the April 12 effort ,  Allen reprted the' oamcirsion w i l l  h t  
informational lurdheons in  31 cit ies beginning in  Ocimber . He said the metinge am in 

1 w i t h  Southem Baptist develqmmt guidelines. 

The trustees approved minor d w g e s  in the articles of inroarparation of X l W  8atsllita 
NetlrorK Inc., the ~ s s i o n ' s  subsidiary c a r p a t i o n  that cprates the mtwrk. Tho 
smsidiary adapted the ScKlthern Baptist Qnvention'e Business and FSnancial Plan to p e r n  ik 
dealings and carditiond any d m g  s in its acicles of incapration an appwal of the 8g: 
Executive C b d  t tee. 

--me-- 



ACTS Satel l i te  Netmrk was also autharized to file for h-pcwr television licemes, a 
role that had performed by an Mement board of mn-trustees, me American Christian 
Televis ion System Inc . 

t 

As part of an effort to "redirect our energies to ACTS, " Allen said tvm dspartmenta of 
the a s s i o n  w i l l  change their roles--broadcast engineering a d  TimeRite. 

Broadcast enginering is phasing out its staff in acoustic consultation br di=iwr 
while mat ~ e r  functions will be absorbed into &er &prtments. TimeRite w i l l  c ~ X V ~ ~ W  bo 
offer research services to &urches, but w i l l  no brqer serve as a t-buyirrg agmt 6X 
placing ads on radio and TV stations. 

P e m e n t  staff menibrs Eran both departments w i l l  be reassignad, Allen said. 

Allen reparted the oarmission rxw h s  the ability ta star t  a eatellitdelivexed radio 
n e t m k  using Ehe sanre ACTS transpmler. Althargh it could be in place in two -8, hs said, 
for rr~w the ccmnission w i l l  cmentrate on "one netwrk a t  a time. " 
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Sutday School Department 
Ib Ray Fbr Ehrollment By Frank W. mite 

NMHVILLE, m. ( B P ) - - w ~ ~  &urches throughcxlt the Wthern Baptist Oomrentim bsgh 
Ehrol-t m t m t  S-y Qct. 7, Ehey w i l l  be backed by 29 hours of prayer by ths 1fO 
employees of the Sunday &ml departmnt of me Southern Bapt is t  S h y  S-1 Bermrd. 

Harry PiLrmnd, director of the Sunday school department, h s  written pertors of Iiha ma4 
than 36,000 Southern Baptist &urches thxwghout the nation asking that thery participate in 
Enrollment mmitrrwlt slarday cn Oct. 7. 

also hss asked pastors to sign a personal c d t m t  card tht e h a l l ~ e a  them tm 
attenpt to enroll at  least f ive  people in S m y  schml during the 1984.85 chw& w. 

Ehqlcryees of Piland's department have signed a volunteer prayer chart to begin pra- 24 
haurs prior to the 9: 30 a.m. services in the Eastern the ZOE and d i n g  29 haus laWr at 
time that 9:30 services m l d  be beginning in Ehwii & Alaska. State  a#nrentim Iharr%y 
school directam also are being asked to participate. 

The 29 mrs of prayer is a damnstration of carmitment fran the Starday -1 deprtmt 
for reaching me pi1 of a 500,000 net increase in Sunday sdhool ~nrollrrmt during 1-85, 
PiLard explained. "AS I talked to groups at  the conference cmters this mmmr, I w m  bO a& 
myself, 'Have we  d m e  all  we can do Ecvr 8.5 by '853'" he said. 

P i l d  said he cmcluded permrial requests for ccrnsnitnrrrnt were nmbd a# a cliawuc Co 
efforts ta reach the S E  g a l  of 8.5 million Surday schaol W r a  by Sept. 30, 1985, 
'We 've mde all the plans h~ can. NCkJ all  we can do is try harder tm ##municate tha planr bo 
church wrkers to get tihm camnitted to it." 

The letter to pastors is an effort to get a personal a m i t m e n t  ta woak for Surtky a&ml 
enrollment, he said. "I 'm mt asking them to send the cards in. Signing I21e carB, ir a 
&tmt between them and @A, " he said. 

"If yat w i l l  sign yaur card as the people sign theirs, it w i l l  eurely bs 
encouragetent, " PiLana told the paetore in his letter. "If the ~ u x i m a t e l y  am million 
Surday school warkers in the mvention w o u l d  enroll a t  least five new m y  -1 -8, 
we would hav no pr&lem r e d i n g  arrd passing a e  500,000 p l . "  

Pi- b s  signed a a m i t m e n t  card, a l o q  with his pastor, Ridhard W i t  , Fir& miat 
Church, Franklin, Term., ard the church's minipter of education, B&I Pierce* When PiL4I1C( adkd 
Pierce to sign the card, Pierce said "I won't agree t6 enroll five. I'll enroll a hutxIden 

--me-- 
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The Wach Five in '85 errphasis is a plan for churches, Slday schaol d partmantS 
classes a d  individual Surday school menhers to set and work t m r d  their own -1s. Tl'!e gpal 
may be f ive  new members for a Sunby schcol class ox j0 for a church. The enpbasis is to gut 
ewh ~rrember involve3 in enrolling new nmbrs. 

1' 

Another aspect of the enrollment enphasis is for duxrches to establish Surdlay M 
enrollment gals and report those goals to the S e y  S&ml Bcard. 

Other projects to place additional emphasis on 8.5 by '85 are scheduled thra@xmt ths 
year but ~e caranitment Sltnday is a kickoff for the year, said James Lackey, grawth axmultant, 
Sunday school department. 

Several sections of the Suday school department have selmted kwrur-long ti= slots wh3n 
prmnnel will pray together for the camvitment Scaday. 

Th workers will not be meting together for the prayer time, but will pray during 
allotted time wherever they are. 

Lackey, a departrent director at First Baptist Church, Goodlettsville, T$nn., has a i m  
up with his section to begin the prayer vigil from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. CDT Saturday, Oet. 6. 

P i  land ard his wife Pat have volunteered to pray f ran 2 : 30 to 3 : 30 a.m., Oct. 7. Pi- 
w i l l  be preaching an enrollment Wnmitment Day service later that mrning at Bluegmm Bqpt- 
Church, Herdersonville, Tenn. 

Lackey said employees at113 state directors have expressed interest and excitertent akrut ths 
project. " M y  have said, 'This is just h t  PA? need,"' said Lackey. 

Piland asked p t o r s  a d  Sladay school leaders also join in the t k  of prayer. He alro 
suggests churches that might mt k s  able to have l3rollment m tmt  SLvrday an Oct. 7 W 
schedule it at another ti- early in the church year. 

-30- 
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Negotiations 'Ilo Sell 
Dallas Building Okayed 

Baptist Prem 
9/13/84 

D l U A S  (BP)--The sale of #e Baptist Building in dmtawn mllas has befm apprunt4d Cy thrr 
Tkxas Baptist Executive B a r d  and trustees of the Southern Baptist Annuity Baard. 

Sale of the building, shared by the Texas Baptist Executive Board staff arrd the &muity 
Board staff, i s  contingent on successful negotiation of a $12 million amtract with a I l a l l a ~  
based hveloper, CSI, Inc. 

The Texas Ehptist executive bard apprwal Sept. 11 follawed action taken in July & 
Annuity Baard trustees in a~prwing a recorranedation to procede with the negotiation8 to 8Um 
the Baptist building aHd surraurding praperties. 

The pr- agreement wid allow the IECT and Annuity Emrd ataffs to -in in 
building up to five years cn a lease basis. -. 

"Although several capanies have approached us with interest in purhsinq the aaJntclkAI 
prcperty, this is the first time m have upned Eorml negotiations, 'I said Darold H. wa~r, 
Annuity Beard president. He mted the prgx>sed contract for the 39,OC&squar%-foot land ar# 
would sell for cwer $300 per square-foot, at w h a t  som developers believe to be the highest 
price off red for a piece of praperty in dawntawn milas. 

Wrgan said the Annuity Baard officials and EGtX representatives believe the value of W 
property has reach& its b c  pak. The "rapid grcwth ard develcplnent of Ilallas )ras barn 
phenamal. We have two m jor high rise off ice buildings 'being built arourd ue, which hnve 
significantly contributed to the increase of dur pr-rty, said brgan. 

--more-- 
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The 15s- building has been occupied by the Annuity Baad for 25 yeare. Three -8 
ago Ehe BXl' sold its dckJntown office building and signed a lea-purchase qreement entitlirrg 
the m e n t i o n  to 59 percent of the l ad  and 43 perca nt of the 511 North Hard build*. 

"At that time v e  projected born our needs and the mention's expansion rYeeds for five 
years. We anticipated by h t  ti= wz would Mve cutgram our space allotments, and would n d  
to mke necessary adjustments," Wrgan said. He row if the wle is q l e t e d ,  th Armuity 
Bcrard wrxlld prdxbly remin in dm- mllas. 

?he Annuity Board's ahare of the pxcxleeds is estimted to be $7 million whidh w i l l  Im 
invested to brief it nmdkrs participating in Southern Baptist retirement progranrs. 

Was Baptists muld use their proceeds from the sale, $5 nnillian, to provide 
the executives board staf £st said E#;CCT executive director William M. P i m n  Jr. 

Pinson said earnings fran the carpus of the pr-1 also w i l l  help finaxe "the mty nar 
churches I.lseded in Texas. " Texas Baptists have a goal thrargh their enpjhasis 'Wrrsian TbxauN 
to build 2,000 &urches by 1990. Pinson said current facilities do mt prwide b parking a: 
storage needs, and accessability is difficult. 

''The partnership with the SCT has been excellent. They came into the building 
substantial off ice w e  m s  available, " said mrgan. 'We have all bglefited. " 
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Associate mitor 
Mizelle %signs 

JAMSONVILLE, Fla. (BP)-klvyne Mizelle, associate editor/mnager of the Florida B#ht 
Witness, has resigned effective Sept. 30, 1984, to becare rmrketing rrraMFfer foP: Jim Tatm'r 
b s t e x  Fbshions, Jacksonville, Fla. 

Mizelle, a native of Tallabsee, has been on the staff of the Witness h r  30 yes. 
She has e k e d  with every editor of the paper since it hae hem awned ty *e Florida Baptirt 
Convent ion. 

Mizelle joined the staff of the Florida Baptist Qonvention as a secretary in the slnday 
s-X departnwlt in 1946. She mv& to the witness staff tm years later after at-- Blue 
Nxntain Cbllege in Blue Mmntain, Miss., and e k e d  with editor mwrd Solonran mtil hia 
retirement in August 1949. 

Fallawing Soloman's retirerent, Guy Stracenew was elecfzed editor, and mrved until 1971. 

On two occasions, Mizelle's career took seconl place to family cmdtments. Miemll ir 
tlrc m>ther of twn &i lAmn, a ch~ iq l~ t+~r ,  Cnthy (mu. Wrry Tqdan),  'liver in jackmi l la .  A 
soil, clharles, Lives in  %m, N ~ V .  

In 1969, she returned to Florida -tist Oonvention staff a d  in lihe miesions d i v b i r .  
She rejoined the staff far the Witness in 1971 when mgar Cbaper becam editor. 

--3Ct- 
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v-I Names Baptist Reoe 
Acting President 9/ 13/84 

BRISrOL, Va, (BP)-~ary M. Paulton has been Mmed acting president at Virginia-Intermwnt 
College for the 1984-85 8chool year, 

PMllton, St replaces James E. Martin Jr . , who resigned his post recently after b i r q  
been at the allege less than a year. 

Since 1980, Poulton has been director of college relations in chirge of deva-t. Iut 
year his title was changed to associat ' vicGPresident for external affairs. 

-3s- 
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