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Malians Thankful for Grain; 
5,000-'Ibn Shipment Arrives By Mary Jane k l c h  

BAMAKO, Mali (I3P)--me mn wept as he received a 10Glb. bag of gra in  from a Baptist 
mission team at  Kalokani, hli . 

For two years, r a in s  had not ccrrrre and he had heen unable to provide his family that much 
grain,  he said. "This year the Baptist mission came i n  the place of the long-awaited rain 
clouds ard they have brwght us a harvest of grain,  " he said. 

This man is one of several in the  West African nation of Mali who've expressed 
appreciat ion for t.he 400 tons of sorghum ,%uthern R'iptists tlistributd during July, said 
mls: ;  ir3llr3ry 17rlv(?rly r4r11l. 'lTl;lt gro i n  w a s  sixurc~l try the I1.S. ,-imlhissa(lor to MI i as a 
stcp+ip measure unt: i l  4,000 tons  of U.S. government grain arr ived from the U n i t d  States. 

The first truckload of the U.S. corn secured by a group of interested Baptists  in 
Washington arrived Aug. 7 in Bamako, the capital. Southern Baptist missiomries w i l l  be 
responsible for dis t r ibu t ing  it to hardest-hit areas of mli. 

The U.N. Children's fid estimates 100,000 children i n  Mali w i l l  starve to death t h i s  year 
because of drought a d  fml shortages. The c r i s i s  promises to stretch i n t o  another year. The 
rainy season should he wel.1 underway, said w d ,  but so far no rains have fallen. 

The Southern Baptist-sponsored dis t r ibu t ion  team in Fhli  has trucks l ined up to rmve the 
grain into needy areas as fast as it ar r ives  in  Bamako from the Ivory Coast port  of Abidjan, 
said Coad. 

By givincj a 100-lb. sack of gra in  to each family of f i ve  with a government reg is t ra t ion  
card, Baptists can expect to reach abu t  500,000 people with grain, she said. Uhder mrml 
cordit ions,  a family of five would use a 100-lb. sack of gra in  i n  a mnth ,  she said, but mny 
families i n  Wili have heen eating only ome wery four days to stretch their food. So= 
families also will use som of the grain as seed. 

After kipt ists exprierled problems with t r a n s p r t a t i o n  £ran Abidjan to &li , Nili ' s  
minister of interior dnd minister of t r a n s p r t c ~ t i o n  sent a telegram to the g w e r m n t  
cmrdinator in  the p r t  asking that the grain for Sout.hern Baptists be given top priority for  
shipping m n g  the hutldreds of thousands of tons of gra in  waiting i n  the p t .  

"Thank yous" have came to the dis t r ibu t ion  teams as they've worked in  areas as f a r  north 
as Nara, an isolated village which is a six-ad-a-half-hour dr ive  north of Bamako. There, 
autl~or-i t ies went on mtiona l radio to express their appreciation for I00 tons of grain 
d i s t r i b u t d  i n  their area. 

St ill, the s i t ua t ion  in Nara deteriorated seriously i n  just me cl~eek between hew husband 's 
v i s i t s  there, Coad mid.  'What we're doing here is l i k e  i r r i ga t ing  the Sahara Bsert with a 
five-yirl lon bucket. It's just a drop in the bucket as far as really meeting needs, " she said. 

A t  onp cl is t r ihut ion p i n t ,  vi l  lagers hrouqht t 3 1 ~ l . l  plastic containers of milk t o  the 
klpt k t - .  mission team as A gift. When team mnikrs tried to refuse i t ,  not mnting to deprive 
the px)ple of their ~n1.y meager source of nousishmnt-., the vill.agers replied, "This is the only 
way we can thank you. I f  w e  had something better, w e  wcnild gladly give it." 

--more-- 
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mther  village brought two gmts for the team to take back to the people of PJnerica to 
shw their appreciation. 

Although Southern Baptists are financing the grain distribution, it is a cooperative 
effort between almost all evangelical grcups in Mali, Coad said. She and her hmbard, 
Norman, start4 Southern Baptist mission woak in Mali last fall and are still the m l y  Southern 
Baptist missionaries in the rountlry. 

Ateam of Wlians ccmposed of two bbslems, two men related to the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance arrd two relatd to the Gospel Missionary Union actually distribute the grain, while 
Norman Coad mrdinates the program. 

Southern Baptist Mission Service C o p  worker George Fbshee (-lorado Springs, Calo.) 
recently arrived to be field distribution ooordinator £or s ix  months d IWard Mayberry 
(Gastonia, N.C. ) is expected to arrive soon to aoordinate grain warehouse -rations, also for 
six months. 

The presence of two Mslems on the team has helped quiet suspicions of favoritism amrg 
the prdaninantely Fbslempopulation, Qad said. The government has sent inspection tears to 
make sure the distribution is even-Wed, and those teams have had mthing but the highest 
praise for the Malian team and their handling of the distribution, she added. 

"'The r a in  thing this is doing is shckJing that we're a caring people and that we're doing 
a i r  very best t-0 try to meet needs, " she said. Recause grain has bee31 available to weryane 
w h o  c ~ m s  alorg  [IS lr1ru3 tls i t  lasts, people b v c  said, "The Protestants have dme w h a t  they 
silicl they w L d  c30," she &Hal. 

The grain distribution has broken d m  barriers which m m l l y  exist bet- evangelical 
Christians and the Pbslems who predominate in the ccruntry, she said. The mspel Union church 
i n  Kolokani, one of the first distribution points, is running wer with peaple a d  four pmple 
n ~ ~ e p t a 3  Christ as savior on a r s a t  Sumlay. 

-3G- 
(BP) pbto mild to state Baptist newspapers by Richnod  bureau of Baptist Press -- 

HMB Report Offers New 
View Of Typical SIX Church By Michael Tuttercw 

Baptist Press 
8/ l6/W 

ATLANTA (BPI--The typical 1983 Southern Baptist church had 237 total members, an 
enrollment of 116 people i n  SMay school (average weekly attendance of 6 5 ) ,  and six  baptisms 
according tc, a recently published report by researchers at the Southern Baptist I-bm Mission 
k33 r13 . 

I'hillip R. ,Jones, director of the W ' s  planning and services research department, ml 
,1111 i t ?  kkl v i ~ ,  research assistant/programr analyst, paint& the picture of the typical SEC 
t . h u r c * l ~  from sttitistics frcm the dennorninakion's Uniform Church I~tter. 

,'Jor~~s 11s(?(-3 median or the midpoint statistics instead of averages in romputing the typical 
Sir r:trurc-?~, and said 1.1sing a median statistic is mre representative than using an average. 

"The 'average' size church has a total of 388 menhers," explained Jones. "The problem 
with us ing  the average or mean as a descriptive statistic is a few extremely large churches can 
force the average to he abnorml.ly high a d  not really representative of the majority of 
Wuthern &pt-ist. churches. 

' ' 9 1 ~ ~  my1 i ,rn represents the middle p i n t  of a group of numbers, " he added. "Fbr example, 
wtrcrl mmsideriny church size, the mEclian is the mid-point where half #e churches have a larger 
mnhrship clrr3 k 1 . E  have a smal.ler menhership." 

--nore- 
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me mdinn size SBZ church has 237 total members, which means 'klf of the churches have a 
rnerrhrship larger than 237 and half a smallex membership, " he said. He added his reseach 
revealed 70 percent of S E  churches fal l  below the average total of 388 members, further 
enphasizing average statistics can be misleading. 

Based on data from 35,422 SFC churches reporting on the 1983 Uniform Church Letter, Jones 
noted the following characteristics of the "typical" SEE church: 

(1) Total knbers--237; ( 2 )  Resident W~r&rs--171; (3)  Baptisms--6; (4) we of Church-62 
years; ( 5 )  Suniiay Schml Ehrollment--116: (6) Average Wekly Sunday S&ml Att@ndan~e--65: ( 7 )  
Church Training Enrollment- 31. 

(8) WMU mollmnt--19;  (9) Brotherhad Ehrollment--4; (10) Total *ceipts-$39,515; (11 ) 
Tithes i d  Offerings--$39,445; (12) Undesig~ted Gifts-$33,005: (13) msignated Gifts-$3,864; 
( 14) Total m a 1  Expenditures--$31,395: (15) T b t a l  Mission ?3xpditures--$5,000. 

(16) Cooperative Prcqram-$2,198; (17) Percent of Wesignated Gifts to the Oooperative 
Prograw-7.5 percent: (18) Associational Missions Gifts-$720; (19) Percent of Wesignated 
Gifts to the Rssociation-2.1 percent, and (20) Annie Armtrong Easter Offering-$213. 

The typical SIC church had 2.9 baptisms per 100 residmt m h r s  and pastoral tenure for 
the typical church runs between two and three years. 

Jones ndtld 9,246 churches did not contribute to the Annie Arrrrstrq offering for ?are 
missions s i~pprt  a d  5,318 churches reported m baptisms during 1983. 

"We 're tlol(ling up super cihurches as Wels for our Convmtian. However, they are rnt 
rf!yrust.ritat.lve of tile typical Southern Baptist church, " said Jones, who mted 90 percent of 
Southern Ehptist: churches have less than 620 resident menibers. 

"Whtm ME! prqram for churches with a staff of s i x  persons and a $1 million budget, we're 
tlvt k i n g  realistic nf w h a t  a t r u e  SEE church is like,'' said Jones. 'W need to take into 
cons ictc3rkit ion the typical church m y  be l i m i t &  in its resources, tmth in term of people and 
fincmces. The typical church m y  mt he capable of implementing al l  the prqrams available to 
Southerr1 b p t  ist churches. 

"brthermre," he added, "when denominatio~l personnel design program, they shauld keep 
in &nrl the t r u e  picture of a Southern Baptist dhurch. They have to be realistic in their 
expxtat  ions as to what prograrrrs can be implemented and what issues can be addressed. " -- *- 

b 
, C~verr imt,  Baptist Press 

1k.l i t l ion l ? n t w i r i ~ 7  By Norm LTam.son 8/ 16/84 

SfVWNFE, OkZii. (13~)--Relirjion and gavomrnent are so entwined, "we dm' t  talk a h t  
r i t ~ t h t  ( i ~ b l  wrolicj,  WP t ,j lk rabmlt right & left," said retired laptist Suru3ay School Beard 
l ' rd~! i i t l fv i l  Gr,~t iy  (.'. ~ h t l ~ a l .  

c.~thcri,  who lory Ins fought g w e r m t  intrusion into religion affairs, especially IRS 
;ittempts ta &f i.ne church "intergrated auxiliaries, " lectured on Baptist heritage during a 
meet i11.j of in-service guidance directors at Oklahana Raptist lh ivers i ty  . 

I* s l i t 3  the s~iccess of pressure politics in the c i v i l  rights m e m n t  demonstrated a way 
t I )  ,ic(:rrnpl i:;h things i n  thmm t ic society ancl prompted religious leaders to embrace the 
t4ict ic. "The resul t  is an increasing confusion over the function of religion in reinforcing 
social va lues  t-he role of gwernment in  reinforcing religious values," he mid. 

I Cothen r rwinta ind  there are some "overriding comerns of society i n  general" which require 
g(werrim:nt act ion on beha1.f of the people. Among them are abortion, just ice, crine, drugs, 
4: iv i l r ights , hurger nuclear wapns .  
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Issues he considered beyord government: purview include prayer, support of any re l igious 
activities wit11 t a x  fur& and any religious observances. 

Convictions cannot be legislated because "religious convictions subject to what the 
majority wants are not religious convictions at all," Qthen said. 

Cothen said the church should & the conscience of the nation, but shmld have no legal 
control .  "The church's weapon is m t  p e r ,  but truth, " he said. "Its only m r  is the p r  
of moral persuasion. When the erd of that pder mmes, we need to back off, pray, and do 
nothing. " 

Though k p t i s t s  have always been dissenters, in some places where they are the 
establishmnt "they mnt ko use (plitical) w r  to force others to do Eheir will, " Qthen 
said, "The church mst never use paJer or force to achieve i ts  d s .  

"Christians n e d  to be involved in a plethora of human problems, not as a Christiafl 
cozrcing others, but as a witness to the nature of the love of --in the spirit of Christ, 
not in the s p i r i t  of a rul ing manarch." 

mthen  said he cannot submit to the "coercive v r "  of the bra1 Majority, t h q h  he 
"agrees with many of the ideals. " 

Regarding the special tax preference given religion by government, mthen said, "In a l l  
honesty, I don't see any reason at all why I shwld have a tax-free hmsing allmanee because 
I'm a Baptist preacher." 

Cothen said changes in the incame tax deduction for charitable contributions might affect 
gi f t s  to churches, "beclause the fabric of society is built on mnetary exaption of a l l  
re l igions as acceptable public practice, to retrieve i,t rmw would create untold chaos." Qthen 
defended the exemption saying no other institution can claim a contribution to society equal to 
that of the church. 

-- 3G- \ 

R i c h r o d  Baptists Mver t i se  
Their Affirmation Of bbm 

Baptist Press 
8/ 16/84 

RICWOND, Va. (BP)--bre than 130 Raptist lay people and ministers in the Richmrd area 
spnwred  a ful l -pge newspaper ad opposing the resolution on kfcmen's ordination adopted at the 
L W ~ ~ t , l l ~ r n  k1pt ist Conwmt ion in  Kansas C i t y ,  June 12-14. 

The ad, which appeared in the Aug. 10 issue of the Richmrd Times-Dispatch, expressed 
(-trr.fXrri t-Ilc. trxnm~lni t y  dit3 tmt ~~ru;l~rstnnr'l  m n v m t  ion rcsol~it- ions hwe no authori.ty arer 
Irn;ll It ~ p t  i ! ; l  c:lrurt:lies. 

Tn a f i v e p a r t  statement, the ad's sponsors affirm& the automny of the local church, 
af  f I r m l  ,Southern Baptist churches which ordain both men a d  wcmen to serve as deacans ar 
~ ~ c ~ I ~ c ~ s s ( ? s ,  a f  f i r M  womn i n v o l v d  in Wmn's Missionary Union and in mission service both 
ovrsrs:ils cuwl in  the U n i t d  States, affirned womn &o serve as ministers ard are studying i n  
sernirlar ies, anr3 acknowledged that "there is plenty of blam to share for the  present crxrlit ion 
of our mrl(1. " 

' I ' t 1 ~  sL.lt c?~m-nt also quoted ~ m w ~ s  5 :  12 (mrl TT (:orinthians 5 :  19, which speak of sin mning 
i r l t o  t h ~  w)r I t 1  t t ~ r o ~ ~ q l ~  on#? m3n ml (Tirisk ' s  rf?ctncil.ing the world to himself. 

Arrrong those who sponsored the ad were Richard Stephenson, executive secretary of the 
Virginia Baptist General Board, and Charles B. Nunn Jr., executive director of the mchm,rd 
Raptist Asstxiation. Pastors who sign& the ad included Peter James Flaming, First Baptist 
(Ihl lr+c.h:  Kei t-.h F1. fhrris,  Ta&rnacl.f! hpt i s t  Chllrch: James H. S l a t b n ,  River tbad Church: m1 
At1t)rf.y a~wl k u ~ e  Wsscr, cwpstors of B;rj.nbridge-Soutlwnpton Baptist Church. 

-- 30-- 
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Denwninational. Leaders 
EZrqbsiee tlom Missons By Leisa A. E3xmett 

RIM;ECREST, N.C. ( B P I - W e  is the s t r q e s t  ard mst necessary fourrdation for ~e mission 
thrust of fhe Southern Ebptist Cbnvention, derrominatioml leaders told h m  missions week 
attendees a t  Ridgecrest Baptist Qnference Center. 

Suthwestern Baptist T h a l q i c a l  Seminary Dean of Theology W i l l i a m  B. Tohr told 
participants talking about missions bas mt sufficient.  Lave is absent from mission intentions 
unless it translates into zealous evangelism, he said. 

'W are (so) wrapped up in doing cur awn things that w £ail to see those who ned love," 
wid Bailey H. Stom, pastor of Fi r s t  Baptist Church, Odessa, Texas, "Sometimes w r  little 
group takes precedence rather fhan Jesus taking precedence. True love fnr Jesus takes 
precedence over everything. If we truly love Jesus as we mght, fie! we can love o m  amther, 
see others' needs. 

Smthern Baptists need to dif fer  on issues but rot on their  purpose of missions, mted 
Stone, adding Southern Baptists needed t o  return to that purpose and rerrrember the total 
spctrum of meir responsibilty. "Missions is caning to us today a d  we h v e  the priviledge of 
sharing the l ight ,"  he said. 

Mth 7bl.a r and Stone corwlemecl rac ial prejudice. 

"If we don't see people as Jesus sees people, there is m h p  for the warld," said Tolax. 
"He (God) rules  out Godless predjudice. It wght to be that my in our cburdhes," he said. 

Stone insisted, 'We cannot divide the m l d  into Hispanics ard blacks. It frightens nre 
that in our convention we've b e c e  so divisive, so caught up in our debates that wle lose the 
world, lose our purpose and our place amrq other denominations." 

m n ' s  Ftissiomry Union President mrothy m l e  told directors of missionst wives that 
until Southern Baptists know who they are, the kcus will continue to be on themelves instead 
of their call to missions. 

'We're going to disagree," said Sample, pointing out that aten oontrwersial issues c w l d  
he discussed as long as Christ 's  principles of "judge not, lest ye be ju*ed," the pries- 
of the believer a d  every person's accountability to love as Christ loved are remendxred. 

Speaking to Southern Baptist chaplains, Russell Dilday, South-stern Baptist Theological 
Seminary president, asserted thztt  unless the current debate within the denomination is solved, 
the S E  is headed for a confrontation. 

" A l l  the h~ss ing  ancl fightinq ahout the Rible and w r  beliefs just seem so ridiculous ml 
~ r ~ , r l y ~ ( ! ) r i ~ i t  c b  in 1 iqt~t of  t l ~ r -  Ci\ct 1 Iwf. ;lr~m~nl tllr w r h l  pwp1.c clre so hurqq just to have th  
opportunity to be together with believers and -ship the Lord a d  have a relationship w i t h  
him. We lose sight: of that. aybe something can call us back to what the real impatant 
issues are, " Dilday said. 

In his hare missions week's sermon, Hom Mission Board President William G. Tanner warnd 
tlwt i f  Southern Raptists are content with k i n g  selfish, self-centered, caplacent, 
tlla~jht.. less, irxl i fferent ad umomernd, they my  be remenibred as a peculiar grcmp of people, 
who, despite t l r i r  h r s  and recognition, fai led to care. 

During the week, Brmdmn Press presented EMB Vice-President of Services Bclb B i n q k m  ard 
his  wife, Cph, c a n  official ccpy of their recently Wlished bodc, "1 Step Wre." The book 
deals with Mrs. Bingham's 2Cbyear struggle with mlt  iple sclerosis an3 suggests b oEher 
Christians can deal with life's frustrations and struggles. 

-3G- 




