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Roy Smith Nominated | &B/

84-107

For North Carolina Job

RALEIGH, N.C. (BP)--Roy J. Smith, acting general secretary of the Baptist State Convention
of North Carolina, has been nominated for the post permanently.

The search committee's unanimous recommendation will be presented to the general board of
the convention. If approved, Smith will be voted on a first time at the state's convention
this fall.

Smith, currently the associate general secretary for the North Carolina convention, has
been acting general secretary since Jan. 1, 1984, following the resignation of Cecil A. Ray.
Ray is now heading up Planned Growth In Giving for the Southern Baptist Convention.

Smith said he "never sought the recommendation, nor did I lift a finger to get it. I hav
been praying along with the committee and feel deeply that all signs indicate this is the right
thing in the sight of God.

“As general secretary, I would want to be the servant of the entire family called North
Carolina Baptists. I believe our greatest days are ahead in missions, evangelism, education
and benevolent ministries."

The committee had recommendations of qualified people from “seven or eight” states in
addition to North Carolina it was reported.

Smith was born in Franklin, N.C., July 7, 1929. He graduated from Wake Forest University
with a B.A. in religion in 1953 and Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest,
N.C., with an M.Div. in 1956.

He was pastor of the Union Hope Baptist Church, Zebulon, N.C., from 1954 to 1957, and the
Jersey Baptist Church, Lexington, 1957 to 1962,

Smith was an area miagionary for the Baplist State Convention, operating from Sylva, from
1962 to 1967, He became director of Town-Counlry Missions in 1967 and remained there until he
was named associate general secretary in 1978.

The recommendation of the search committee was made by mail to the members of the general
board. The general board will act upon the recommendation in September and send its decision
to the annual session of the convention which meets in Asheville, Nov. 12-14.
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Williamsport Students Lose “ Baptist Press
Rourd In FEqual Access Test By Stan Hastey 7/31/84

. WASHINGTON (BpP)-—A federal appellate court has ruled that a group of high school students
in Wi lliamsport, Pa., was properly denied permission to hold religious meetings on school
premises on an equal basis with other non-academic, extracurricular student groups.

~—more--
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Ruling one day before the House of Representatives gave overwhelming approval to a federal
equal access bill, the Third Circuit Court of Appeals in Philadelphia reversed a federal
district court judge who earlier ruled for the students.

The 2-1 decision came in a case considered the "cleanest" legal test to date of the free
speech right of high school students to participate in on premises meetings where the speech
content is religious. An appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court is expected.

The ruling was seen as a temporary setback to numerous religious organizations which have
supported the 22-year ban on government-sponcored devotional exercises in public schools, but
support equal access including the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, in Washington.

Baptist Joint Committee General Counsel John W. Baker, in submitting a brief at the court
of appeals siding with the students, said the case gives the courts a "clear cpportunity in a
clean case to define the bourndaries of free speech rights" for high school students.

In its decision, the Third Circuit Court majority ruled the Williamsport Area High School
principal and the local school board were justified in denying permission to an
interdenominational student group called "Petros" to use the school cafeteria during an
extracurricular activity period scheduled twice weekly during the school day. If it had
granted the permission, the panel ruled, the school board would have created an
unconstitutional establishment of religion.

Citing a 1971 Supreme Court decision which set up a three-pronged test to determine when
laws violate the establishment clause of the First Amendment, the appeals panel held that
granting Petros permission to meet would have had the primary effect of advancing religion and
would have improperly entangled school officials in a religious matter.

The court. noted Pennsylvania's compulsory attendance law, a school board policy requiring
all student groups to be monitored by school personnel, and the fact the extracurricular
meetings are held during the regular school day as factors in its reasoning.

The appeals panel went to lengths to distinguish the Williamsport situation from that at
the University of Missouri--Kansas City, where in 1981 a student religious group convinced the
Supreme Court it should have equal access to university property for its meetings.

"Unlike a university," the 2-1 majority wrote, "where it is generally understood that a
student is, with reason, responsible for the conduct of his or her own affairs, the behavior of
a high school student is subject to constant requlation and affirmative supervision of adult
school authorities.”

The one dissenting judge, who called the majority's interpretation of the First Amendment
in the case "wooden,” said he found the Williamsport situation "strikingly similar” to that in
the University of Missouri case. Furthermore, he noted, the exclusion of Petros "may in fact
beotnderstood as o manifestation of official hostility towards religion,
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largest Volunteer Project Baptist Press
Fnrolls More Than 16,000 By Mary Jane Welch 7/31/84

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)-~More than 16,000 children attended Vacation Bible Schools and more

than 1,500 people made professions of faith in Jamaica as a result of the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board's largest volunteer project ever.

Although the project was marred by an armed rcbbery which caused 12 volunteers to return
home early, the 449 volunteers held Vacation Bible Schools in 112 churches, evangelistic
services in about 49 and dental clinics in 7. It was the largest group of Southern Baptist
volunteers ever to work overseas on a single project at one time, and all figures on the
results are not yet in.

——more——
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'No team of volunteers from LaGrange, Ga., returned home aft r one team's villa was
broken into by armed robbers who killed the guard and then terrorized and robbed four of the
six occupants. Frank Sledge, pastor of Franklin Road Baptist Church, was bruised in the
rcbbery, but his wife and two other women from the church were uninjured.

Police recovered a rented car taken in the rcobbery and arrested two suspected rcbbers
before Sledge left the island, said James Cecil, the Foreign Mission Board coordinator for the
“project. The car's owner ala?o__told Sledge police knew the whereabouts of two other suspects.

Two nights after the first break-in, rcbbers attempted to break into a villa where
Georgians James Jordan, hig wife-and two daughters and two other volunteers were staying, but
they were scared off, sald Qeml., And that Saturday a thief stole items: from another villa.

But after the second rc:bbery attmpt Jamaica's Ministry of Tourism placed extra guards at
the wlunteers' villas. The minister-of tourism personally contacted Cecil, assuring him that
they would provide extra security for any future volunteer groups. Despite the break-ins,
Cecil reported that even the Bible schools the LaGrange volunteers were helping with continued
as planned. Church menbers led the schools with supplies and instructions left by the LaGrange -
group. There, as in most churches, Jamaican workers were scheduled to work alongside the :
‘Southern Baptist volunteera. SRR

_ Many volunteers want to return next yeax, said Cecil. . Cawley Bolt, director of Christian
education for the Jamaica Baptist Union, affirmed the value of the project in helping Jamaican

workers learn teaching techmques anél said it should ccntmue at least at present lmaesls in
cxmnq years.

Cecil pointed cut that although Southern Baptists have no missionaries on the island,

Jamaican Baptists are’ eager for volunt.eer belp in a number of areas, such as medicine and
construct ion.

This marked the fu:'st year the Em:elgn Mission Board participated in the pcroject started o
by churches in Florida. John Baskins; a Florida layman who has spent his last seven birthdays. .
in Jamaica as a volunteer, noted that in the previous six years, more than 6,000 volunteers
have gone to. Jamaica, and wore: than 40,000 chlldren have been enrolled in Blble scmols

The volunteers themselves came back excited about their experience. Larry Williams,
pastor of North Hardin Baptist: Chugd‘x in Silsbee, Texas, said the week got off on a negative &
note for his team when their , including their Vacation Bible School supplies, failed to
arrive until Thursday. = Becauge of. a mix-—up. the car they had expected to rent was mavailable.
- And a young woman on the team suffered a mscarnage during the week,

But through it all, he ‘was able to see the Holy Spirit working, said Williams. By being
flexible and improvising, they were able to continue the Bible School for an average of 140

' children a day and lead evangelistic services at night. Eighty-four: people made professions of

faith, three made decisions to enter Christian ministry and one surrendered to missions. A

woman in the church, a gynacclngxst, provided them transportation and helped care for the yoursy
woman, who chose to stay in Janaica and return home with the rest of the team.

For another volunteer,. Ruth Wiles of Graham, Texas, the axpeneme was a step in

T discovering God's will in her life. Since her husband, then -pastor of First Baptist Church,

Graham, died last year, she has been struggling with the idea of mission involvement. The

s Jamaica trip helped her see that God ¢an use her teaching skills in the sumers if nothing

“-else. But as she moves to Bm.kaye. Ariz., to take a teaching job, she feels she may be

_considering a longer commitment in a couple of years.

. She wasn't the only volunteer whose life goals were influenced by the Jamaica project,
said Cecil. A young Texas newscaster told him she had decided to enter seminary this fall and
at least eight others told" him they were cmalderlng career missions because of their
"’experlence in Jamaica. i :

The highlight of the trip for her, said wllgs, was talking with the ymng pecple she
taught in Bible school about their relationship with Jesus. The last morning she tal;kad ‘about
people giving Christ LOrdshlp in thelr lives,
‘ ~=more--
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Then she gave each yo\mg parson & pen and paper and asked them to write a personal pmyer
request for her to take with her. She asked those who did not know Christ permlly to make
that their prayer request. Five of them did. The youny people's openness in sharing their
prayer requests with her; a stranger, . showed her how God uses’ all kinds of people together in
his work, she said.

Don Listrom, . the Ebreign Mlss:.on Board s controller, made his first volunteer miesions

,Az‘r’xp in 30 years of working for the board. Although the week was tough because of a daylight
- to midnight working schedule. he smd it was "awesome becauae of the need and the people. "

He and his wife, Jaame. -who wm:ked with youth at St. Ann‘s ‘Bay Church, found themselves

- working with three times the mmber of youth they had expected. With scant supplies and little

to be found on the island, they sought to improvise handicraft projacts which might help the
young people develop maxkehahla akxlls.

Mrs. Listrom settled m maCTane, uamg a coarse twine found in the lfardmme store, and’

Listrom used felt brought from home to teach banner making. ' They left instructions for later
uge with the "very campetent" Jamaican teachers they worked w1th, but wished they had. m'ought
- more supplies from home t:o laave.

‘The whole week taught: hm t:hat Chnstlans must be conscious of How they spend. their money

_ wheri fellow Christians are in nasd he said.

After arriving, Lxstrcm, a member of Monument Heights Baptxst Church in Rmrmﬂ_ was
asked ‘to preach evening. services- for small Stepeney Baptist Church in the nmntains. " "I think

.....

-1 set a record preparing" szx s&rm:'fs in two days, " he said.

The Stepeney church m& me of the seven churches which held dental clinics during the -
week. Listrom announced. mly dn the week that a dentist could visit the church to pull teeth
‘#8 interested. By the night, 42 had put their names on the
list. When the dentist came that Priday afternoon, he actually saw 82 people, and was told
that many more were prcbably on their way up the mountain but chdn t make it in. tme

'mrcmghmt the week, says mstmm, his experience and that of others confirmed that pwple'
around the world are appromhable and open to the gospel. He recomnends such a volunteer trip

to any Christian wanting to minister but not to someone who just wants to take. a vacation, he

said., The need is too serlouﬂ ﬁm: that.

Althmgh they had wcu:kad 1mg hwrs under sometimes difficult sltuatmms. he said. everyone

: ~ in his group wept when' they left

—30——
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- __As Olymplc Torch Lit EORE, By Phyllls Thompson ' 7/31/84

© 1OS ANGFLES (BP)wWhen ﬁormer decathalon champion Rafer Johnson became the first black

-.rnﬂ‘ilom to light the Olympic flames starting the 23rd Olympiad, Southern Baptists offmially
. obogan their Summer. Games Mimstrws of "sharing the light with the wor 14,

At the Sumer Games D»hmstxms center, located in what was once a sewing shop only fwa

vﬁfl‘,:,jblwks from the Olympics colisuem; Southern Baptist misgionaries, summer workers and voluntaeré
'erLded help for hurﬂmds of. Olympm vimters. :

On opening day of the 01yupz.cs, 320 people vigited the center's mfomatwn desk and

_ another 300 came for meals. A ‘large screen television room providing network covemge ﬁo:

those unable to get tlcketa werﬂmd its 150 capacity.

 Mpst came seeking a reprwe frm the streets crcmied w1th nearly a million spmtawr A
few had nore’ specific needs. _

~TOF €
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Spanish éictionary in m, Baptist Home Mission Board US-2 misaxomxy mmm of
Atlanta, director of the Summer Games Ministry center, struggled to: wﬁeratard a frantic: = :
visitor from Venezuela. Word by word, she pieced together his story, dxscw&ring ‘he’ mﬂ bwme_’j{ \

- separated from his Veneauelﬂn tour group following the. opening ceremnies. _

By 1:30 a.m.. mmwmfm;@mms remxted wu:hhie Vmezuelan fxienﬂamtht}w
lv&lp of Hammonds and other mp!:ist vo]:untam

later during the center 8 early mornmg shift, restaurmt c:mrdimtm: Steve Ftull:.ps,
- j'professor at Ouachita Baptist University; Arkadelphia, Ark., received a '¢all fram the: 1os. .
- Angeles police departnmt asking..__Smthern Baptists to help with ammer problem. o

. A group of 14 tourists frm Irelarﬂ Belgium, France arﬂ Gemany ‘had car trmble 1!1 early j
morning traffic. Phillipe drove: tlw miats to their destination and helped mike ar events
to get their car repaired. In the. + he also rescued a stray lutten frm the busy

streets and presented it to an: ecstatic' nmgthorhood child,

. - Opening of Baptist ministries at the Olympics was the mnmination of plam in: t‘m mkmg
- since 1979. "During themm:hs and yaara of planning and preparation, we've been wondering how
everything would come together,' - "But yesterday, our mme rm &e‘ ‘baing
~here became cbvious.

“If we can m:inister in gome small way to md1v1duals, to qrwps to anycne who mﬂs our
. help, then we are accouphahmg whaf we came for,"” she said. - | :

o ‘fhroughout the Olynpmsp the Smlner Games Ministries Center is apen fram 7 a.m.,mtll 1
a.m, daily. The center is providing meals, entertainment, information and mistame :

. Hundreds of Southern Baptist volunteers also are roaming the st;reets, givmg away tmts ard

' broc}mres in a massive diraat witmas effort

Two performing groups ‘ave: mim area shq_:p:.ng malls and churches. an:al mn
2 ‘Baptlsts are staffing two infoﬁmtim cmhera in San Bernard1m and Riveuside on th&mttm
- fringes of the Olympics.: : \ , o

. At the Olympic Vlllage in. dmntown 1os Angeles, where 8, 000 athletes from 140 cmntxies e
- reside during the games, four Southern Baptists are mn:kmg in official capa&:itiea wit:‘h the I}m
Ameles Olympic Organizing Mttae ' S

: 'lwo Baptist Studmt mion dirmtors for University of Southern Gahﬂm‘nia, .Yoshiya 'Ngani ;_' x
and ‘Randy Deering, plus. m.mr @oble who is executive director of Southern Baptists' Summer -

¢ Gamés Ministries, are w With10 ather dnplams of all faiths pmviqu mmihip a&rvm

L ana ~counseling to atmam mmm :

L. G. Chaddick, a Bapti# l‘m Missicmaxy who is director of C!hriatian Social miniatrm

: 1£or 168 Angeles. Baptist mwtim, is servmg as a gulde for press gmups vmiting thé
- Olyupm Village. Sib _ ; L :

_ "Our purpose is to prwide ministry in whatever way possible, " sa:id Cha&mk. ’lhml.lgh
“oar-efforts, we want- m ‘tell. the Wld who Southern Baptists ate and what we - are- Mt. _

"1 think we are seeing that goal accomplished, " said Goble, who gwes ovemll o T
dministrative direction to Baptists' Sumer Games Ministries. “Five years ago, few. ‘péople’ in LT
m“‘*@elasknewnumabwtmuﬂm Bnptmts.- Nmevmﬂwpolice tumbomfortnlp. e 3

S ""In the end, that‘a hﬁ‘,tat munts v G)bl& sa1d. | “'Ihe Olyuplcs will be mer ‘m t:m weeks
' *but that we do here will haVe laating effects."
g ~30-~

(iﬁiyllls Thaspson is, asaoc:lat@ ﬁ\'ﬂtﬂr of Mlsaions/USA magazine ptblished by the sac ‘Fome
“Mlsmon Board.)




