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Supreme Court Wrapu)? 

Church-State Actions Reflect 
High Court's Rightward mif t  By Stan TBstey 

(EDITOR'S NXE: This is the first of a tm-part series m the recently canpleted tern of 
the U.S. Supreme Court.) 

WASHINGTON (?il~)--~hurch-state actions by the lJ.S. Supreme Court in its just-corrcludd term 
reflected a perceptible rightmrcl dr i f t  as an rmerging oonservative ma jarity of justices t W t  
firm cirztrol o n  the nation's highest tribunal. 

After more than a decade of struggling for an identity of its cwn in the wake of fhe 
liberal court led by the late Chief ~ustice Brl Wrren, the court of cuxrent Chief Jwrtic 
Warren E. Burger f ina1l.y began to baar the clear imprint of his judicial canservatism. ALorg 
with fellow conservatives William H. Rehnquist, Sandra my O'Connor, Lewis F. -11 Jt. a& 
Byron R. White, the Burger owrt began reclaim large chunks of judicial g r a d  in virtually 
every axea of c c n s t i t u t i o ~ l  law. Church-state law vas m exception. 

In its headline church-state case of the term, those five justiceis ruled Ehat cities an3 
tams m y  erect Christrms nativity scenes withaut violating the Qnstitution's b9n on an 
estab.1 ishment of religion. The 5 4  decision Lpheld a 4Gyear tradition in Pawtucket, R . 1 ,  , of 
erecting a city-spnmred Christmas display that included a nativity scene accatpanied by 
secular seasonal figures . 

Nthcugh tm lcrwer federal courts agreed that including the creche amxtnted to an 
unconstitutional mingling of church ml state, Burger wrote for the majority that 7hcms 
Jefferson's "wall of separation" between the tm realms "is mt a wholly accurate description 
of the practical a-ts of the relationship that in fact exists between church arrd state." 

Citing numerous national traditions ackmwledging a belief in God, Burger oacluded the 
4'awtucket practice pssd m s t i t u t i o ~ l  tests b a u s e  the nativity scene was but a "passive 
symbol." whicl~ as part of a larger Christmas display "engenders a friendly ccnrmunity spirit" arxl 
"servcs the cmmrcial interests" of merchants. 

Amnrj the vigorous dissenters, Just ice b r r y  A. Rlackmn ab jected that "The creche has 
h n  r e l q a t ~ d  to the role of a neutral harbinger of the holiday seasan, u e f u l  for americal 
purposes, but clevoid of any inherent meaning and incapable of enhancing the religious tenor of 
a display of which it is an integral p r t  . " I+-ynch v. mnnelly, 104 S .a. 1355 (1984) 

In its other m jar chur&-state decision of the term, the high crxlrt ruled 1lllan~i'10~8ly 
that private colleges awl universit ies--including church-related schools-must indicat 
campliance with anti-sex discrimination laws ar see their students lose federal financial 
assistance, 

Ikspite efforts by attorneys specializing in church-state law to sway the car t ,  all nine 
justices ccmcludnd that the U.S. Department of Mucation acted within the law by stripping 
students at Preslyterian-related Grwe C i t y  (Pa. ) College of Pel1 grants after the school 
refused to sulmit form pledging it does rnt discriminate against kx~nen. 

-.-more-- 
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Attorneys for the college argued unsuccessfully that because the school doe8 mt 
discriminate against waen and receives rn direct financial assistame, it shauld be ex-t 
frm the Bpartmnt of Mucation's cmpliance rule. GrweCity Cbllege v. Bell, 104 S.Ct. 
1211 (1984) 

hother tightly ccntested case s a w  the derate-to-liberal wing of fhe caurt lure away 
Justice White to fashion a 5-4 ruling that a mryland law M i d d i n g  aritable arganizatiosra 
f ran paying expenses of more than 25 percent in connection with fwl-raising activit ies 
violated the First Amerrdmwlt's guarantee of free s ~ h .  

Justice Blackmn, writing for mite and fellow &exate John Paul Stevms and the axlrt '8 
only tm remaining ccnaistently liberal justices, William J. Brennan Jr. ard T h e  Mirahall, 
struck dam a law &signed to prevent fraudulent solicitation of M s .  

The narraw majority held the l a w  to be too broad ard "imprecise," creating "an unn~~essary 
risk of chilling free speech," The case was considered inpmtant in the church-etate arena 
because the bryland law was written as a hqxd-for atidate to fraudulent solicitation ky 
religious groups. Secxetary of State of Maryland v. Joseph H. Mrnson Co., Inc., 104 S .Ct . 
- (1984) 

The Burger-k~uist-O'~mr-~e11-Whit.e ccalition joined forces m e  mxe during tha 
term's final week to rule that black parents wtro allege discrimination by private sdhoala have 
no legal starding to d-allenge the schaols' tax-exempt status. 

Southern Baptist pastor: W. W p  A3 len, of Menphis, Tenn., braught the appeal to the high 
court as an "intervenor" on IRS's side after his mrgregation's private schaal was cited by 
black parents as me of the allegedly discriminatory institutions. Allen vigorously denied the 
charge, insisting the school m t  only maintains an apen admissions policy but v i g a w l y  
recruits black pt.pils. Allen v. Wright, 104 S.Ct. - (1984) 

Justice Brennan, writing for Stevens a d  Blackmun Imrshall abstained), accused ttw 
majority of displaying "a start1 ing insensitivity to the historical role played ly the -ral 
c a r t s  in eradicating race discrimination £ram cur nation's pLblic schools," 

And, in a final church-state decision, the oourt held u~nimxlsly that a Washington s t a b  
ccurt had authority to Brbid nwspaprs from p&lishing information zhmt mnbers of a -11 
religious group (luring the pretrial phase of a slander suit brought by the group's leader 
against the newspapers, 

All nine justices agreed that tm mshington newspapers bere prcperly restrained 'ty the 
trial court £ran disclosing the m s ,  aaxesses ard cantwibutions of e r s  of the Aquarim 
Fbundation, a religious sect that believes in camrmnicating with the dead. Seattle Times Q>. 
v. Rhin-rt, L M  S.Ct, 2199 (1984) \ 

Charles Stanley, Susan Wight 
Give @ p i n g  Ordination Views By Jim Newton 

ATLANTA (BP)--Southern Eiaptist mention President Charles Stanley ard Chicago pastor 
Susan Lock- Wright offered opposing viewpoints cn ordination of wmn in cpinion articles 
puhlishd by the Sumlay Atlanta Journal and (bnstitution "Perspective" (winion) seetion (july 
€3, 1984). 

Stanley, who said in the article he accepted Christ at the age of 12 during a sentice (in 
Danvil le, Va. ) when a wnm a s  preaching, argued that the Bible teaches w s m  sha~ld mt bQ 
ordained or b l d  positions of authority in the church. 

--more- 
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Stanley a n t e r e d  in his article that the Bihle does rat say Ptroebe was a deacon, but 
rather that she was "a servant of tl-re church. " writing also cm Priscilla, Stanley mte 
"there is rn evidence that either of these ar any of the other wmen mntianed in the dmpter 
held positions of authcrity in any of the cl~urdhes." 

Quoting heavi1.y fran Stephen B. Clark ' s 700-page volume entitled "Man and Vbmn in 
Christ," Stanley &sen& that through 1,700 years of church history, there is rn dcxlbt as to 
the absence of vanen in positions of authority in the church, He insisted there were clear 
differences in role, ard that a w e x  mrren exercised authority, they did so subrdinate to a 
man. 

"God in his wisdm has delqated different roles to mn arrd W n ,  " Stanley wrote. "It is 
true both in the ard in the hurdh. 

"The Bible clearly teaches that in the the \nrcrru~m is ta be in subjection to her 
h u m ,  " Stariiey ailded, citing Ephesians 5 : 24 as authority for his opinion. "Sdmrdination 
does not mean inferiority, " he &served. Noting an admnition in Ep;hesians 6: 1 for childxen to 
be subordinate to their parents, Stanley said "this does mt man they are inferior. Their 
subordinate psition is for their protection." 

Stanley said G d  also has issued a strmg ccnaMncl to h u s M s  to " W e  your wife as Christ 
lava1 the burch aml gave himelf for it. " minting out many wlcmen view denial of ordinaticm 
as implying inferiority a d  striking at their sense of self-worth quality, Stanley 
insisted "no W n  so laved and herished is going to feel inferior. The men of this 
generation will have to bear a great portion of the blame far the fact that many do feel 
that we h v e  mt lwd, hamred, cared for, enclcruraged ard esteem3 them as highly as QB 
camamled.. .Our failure to emourage waxm to beccgne all Cod wants them to be has resulted in 
many of them feeling stifled, frustrated a& unfulfilled." 

Wright clisagreed with those who argue "warnen cannot be church leaders because psmges 
I like Fmsians 5 :  21-23 teach wanen to I= in submission. This passage, " she clairaaed, "whm xead 

in its entirety teaches mtual submission. It'applies to all Christians, regardlea of their 
, sex." 

She alko cantered arguments that wcxnen should mt hnld certain offices becaum they wsre 
created after win am1 led to the fall in  the Goncsis a r r a n t  of tenptation in the QFBa of 
Wen. Such views, she said, "igmre the savirq wark of Christ crr the crms W 'has broken 
d a m  the harrier ' so that 'there is neither Jew nor Greek, . . . slave nor free, . . .male mr female; 1 forycuarea l lono inchr i s tJesus . '  (Oblatians3:28)." Wightpaveadi f fennt  
interpretation of the biblical meaning of the authmity of t k  pastor or m. "The all to 
Christian ministry is mt to pmer  cx status or authcrity; rather it i e  a cal l  to sewan-, 
characterized by self-denial, suhission and service," she wrote, She qmt& Jesus a8 
admnishing his fallawers not to seek m r  awl authority, "but m e r  -11 be great zur~rrg 
you must & the slave of a l l . "  (Mark 10:42-44.) 

1 Stanley, h w v e r ,  identified the key issues as authority a d  role. 

"ordination i s  mt necessary for a wman to be effective and fulf i l led in her sewice to 
the I ~ r d , "  Stanley insisted. "To insist an ordinaticm is to change Gad's design aarrying 
his ministry through his chxuch." 

Wright cchlntered that ordination is mt truly at the heart of the mtxwersy regarding 
warnen as ministers, except for its s y n h l  ic significance. "Ordination of wanen d l y  sprks 
the cuntrwrersy bccause it amfirms t h t  &d rot only can call wawn to be ministera, hut that 
Grxl rims call wcmn to b ministers." 

mint i rq  out she knows W still calls wwnen "because I have been called by Ood, " Wright 
concluded, "r& st i l l .  calls wl-ver Corl chooses, a d  will continue W da so. " 

The tm articles publish& as part of a special emhasis in the At lan ta  Jouml- 
Constitution on the role of wnmen in tday's society reached a circulation of h t  500,000 
suhscritxrs, 
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- "h'cereful study of the Scriptures," wrote Stanley. "shcws that the Bible. while 
forhicltling a wcman to b l d  a posit ion of authcrity in the church, dcres I& forbid her to teach 
arr3 serve in numerous ways urder certain midel.ines of authcp. ity. In fact, the Bib1 daes rrot 
forbid wcmen fran preaching. The issue is authority, not service. Role, mt m k .  There am, 
no cmht, m n  who am preach, teach ad f u l f i l l  many areas of service in th@ &ur& mre 
effcctivcly than many mon. Spirituality, gifts ,  talents ar oannitmt are mt the issue. Th 
issue is autharity am1 role." 

Wright, pastor of Carnell Avenue kiptist Chrlrch of Chicqo which was the center of 
cor~trwersy in the Chicago etrqmlitan Baptist Association earlier this year, countered that 
the real issue is whether C.ac3 a l l s  worru3n to be ministers. "Ordination is mrely the 
confirmation by a local cargregation that a ptraon ?]as evidenced gifts for ministry, a d  
Southern Baptists have nwer beliwd that ordination makes anyone, male or female, a 'real' 
minister-only God m. A church am amfirm: but only Gcd can csll. 

"Met this means, thm, is thet te rmst carfront a rmch deeper issue, one that gets at the 
very mture of wha God is, " Wright continud. "Fbr when we mrtals begin to say caul and 
carmt be a minister, w are saying dmt G a l  can ard a m m t  do. We am, in essence, making 
ourselves equal with God and usurping Cod's pokfer to cPmse vkmevex Qod dkmses ( E d u s  
33: 19). The technical term for this is idolatry-mking C;od in cur image.. . .'I 

Both Stanley ard Wright used Bible passages to s q p x t  their viewpoinu, 80mtimes giving 
different interpretations to fhe same scriptures. They also did not rn the key questions 
ard issues in  the oontrcnrersial tqic.  

"The question kfore us js mt the ability of wwn,  nor whether CS3d we8 them or not, " 
wrote Stanley, pastor of Atlanta's First bptist Church. "lhe question is-shaald e n  be 
ardaind as pastors w dsacans of a local Baptist church? A crucial question that follaws is 
this--is there an authcritative answer to this question? If not, them cne apinion is as gmd 
as anther. But i f  there is, &at is the autharity ard *t daes it say? Ebr Baptists, th 
Bible has always hem our final autharity for bdh faith and practice." 

Stanley declared m q u i v w b l y  "there is m widence in Scripture that mrm aervad in a 
gwernirg role. They did mt serve as pastors cr elders, or as deacons as w view the deaccm 
role in a Baptist church, " 

Wight, wtrose church remined in the. Chicago asmiation by a vote of 210-113 in February 
during a s p i a l  session called in response to & j e t i o n s  to a w m m  serving as paawr, 
disagreed with time who, l i k e  Stanley, argue "W can ml1 rnKmen to be ministers with a littl 
'm' but mt to official offices of pastor am3 d e m . "  

"They bse their views, " she said, "on passages of Scripture which s e e m  to prahibit 
fran leadership p i t i o n s  such as teachers, preachers ax3 pastors (I tkrinthians 14:W-36; I 
Timthy 2 : 12 ) . But these passages, " she argued, "do rot in fact present a clear biblical 
teaching against mmm as church leaders; rather they deal with specific pr&lem of fals 
teaching ard order in  =ship. To elevate these passages to universal priwiples prerhibitirq 
womrm frcm church leadership roles is to do violence to averall New Wstament teaching,'' ah 
cmtded.  Wright cited five m n  by ram plus several others who are mentioned in the Bible 
as having send as leackrs in the early church in various roles. She listed Junia, an qxst l  
mentionc;tl in Rxnans 16:7; the women of the Corinthian huwch (I  mrinthians 11:5), Phillip's 
four daughters (Acts 21: 91, the aged widcw h a  (Luke 2: 381, the Old Testamclnt mhstem 
Nhorah (Judges 4) ,  Priscilla (Acts 18:24-B), arwl P l a b e ,  described ky Paul as a deacon 
( "diakoms--the same wxd )re used to describe Tinnthy" anrl others). 

"When Paul used ' d i a k m s '  far Christian wxkexs, w dcm't k m  whethex he was mfenirq 
to a form1 office ar those who, l i k e  stewards, had k e n  entrusted by Qd with the 
resprsibi 1 ity i n  the ministry; whether form1.I.y installed or mt, they were &urch leaders am3 
ministers," she wrote. SQ whether Pbebe held the formal office of deaccm cx was a minister at 
Cerichraea in a m e  general sense, she was certainly a church leader whom Paul ecamm3eB am hir 
co-worker." 
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S ) l W N E ,  Okla. (Be)--Wads turned at &laharm naptist University kihen nine "missiomry 
kids" (W), less than one percent of W ' s  enrollment, earned 19 of the university's 100 
academic ard a&ievenent awards this spring. 

And a -us organization called "Cousins" mde the difficult adjustmnt fxm tkbe missim 
fields to college life easier. 

In fact, the Southern Baptist Convention's Wman's Missionary Ulion offered its highest FK 
b r  in 1984 to an OBLi senior. Four years cqo, this W, m n  of a former missionary to Africa, 
had beem a displaced, maladjusted freshwan who oculdn't choose a m e .  He graduated summi cun 
laude in &emistry and biology. He is to mter medical school in the fall with gan raus 
scholarships for his achievemnts. 

Credit for inprcnted a~areness of Oklalmm M s  a& their prcblem p s  to a netmrk of 
supportive &urches and families and to 0EU's four-year-old Cousins program, reports its 
creator, Dick Pader, OEU assistant professor of religion. 

"Missiomr ies ' children are flexible, " Ilader said. Ad just ing to life in pjnerica is 
caplicated for them, but wmtually they become assimilated. When they wexmre their 
frustrations, they amst always emerge as the mst tolerant, concernsd and bst -t.d 
citizens." 

As a farmr missionary b Africa an l  tlk father of five sons, Rader uderstards the 
sometimes troubled adjustmnt a£ Ms. Part of the reason he bonHed Oousins was to mist him 
sons' settling in America. 

?he previously mntionecl "displaced" freshman who recently graduated fran 0&I w i t h  harwrs 
is IBder's 21-year-old stm, Mike. The p r q e r  EBder also earned the American Institute of 
Chemists Student Wan3 arrl the Joseph Paran Trent k d i c a l  Award, both presented bor leahrship 
a d  potential in science and d i c i n e .  

Amther high-$curing I% is Andy Hague, 19, recipient of OHJ'S Grady baton Award, given to 
a rising junior dm ranks third in his c.Sass. 

For w e ,  Cousins met a social need, he said. Like mat ?&, he wasn't Wing for 
fanfare. Qusins ' no-hype gatherings "have hen a~ joyable assmiations. " 

''The informality of the Cousins prqram is its strorrg point, " &que said. "None of the 
answers that Ms are looking for a3me easily. They need urderstanding. That is -ugh." 

fIogue is the san of missionaries in mipi ,  Taiwan. He grew q a m ~ r r g  Chinespeakixq mi 
m l e ,  left the bit& States at age two, arrd retun?ed as a high gchool junior. 

H i s  first responses to mrican culture wre unhappy anes. "I tended to h cynical taward 
social gr(x1ps," he said.  "They seemed cosmetic." 

Cbusins is unlike m s t  oo2lege organizations. Wnbers aren't selected. Every son or 
chirjhtcr of missionaries autcmatically is considerel a mmber. *etinga are few d brief 
t ~ ~ i l l ~ ~ d ?  the program is rat ckrsignd to clutter the students ' schedules. 

'11 ~e rwet i rigs--two annual canping retreats awl mrrthly birthday part iewbaecme "pointe of 
reference" far k1Ks, Radex explained. &-rs want to become assimilated Qr Wricrm aoeiety, 
yet they amrsia& others who identify with their frustrations, 

Naming the graup "Cousins" was mtural since MU are taught E r a n  a y w r q  age to refer to 
the prents of other FKs as "aunts" and "undles. " 

,kHnctimes disturbed by materialism in American culture an3 dhurch s, mmy of the M(s my 
their q i n i o n s  can mike t h e m  feel unwelcame. Their advanced avarenesm of ~ ~ l d  i s s ~  puts 
than "on stage" aroun3 peers, 

--mre- 
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"When we get together as cousins, we usually d m ' t  talk Elbaut our travel xpexiences, " 
said one W. 'We get wether to mt talk a b t  it. The mnibers have a canrron W. You 
dcxl't 'have to explain yarrself .I' 
I 

Yet, privacy is m t  the desired goal of most Ms. Like their parents, mst feel a 
canpelling mission to tell others abwt Jesus Christ. 

"Oouains is a t p d  support group," axlother M adled, ''but a variety of xcial cmtacts is 
best. " 

I Part of the ministry is designed to increase an M I S  awareness of belowing in a cannulity 
,which my be thwsads of miles from his parents. Christmas a d  other holidays $amtime are 
lorrely, but churches a d  M grape frequently offer Pxsing arid -1s to Ms, Rader -&I, 
I 

Other MKs receiving amrds at: OBU included: Charlie Bet-, a junior in Etqlish, the: aon 
of farmr missionaries to -st Africa: 

Dyer, a juniar in elementary education, the daughter of hare missionarier in 
Hartwick, N .Y. : 

Drm'G mule, a May hx-ors graduate in biology, and daughter of missio~riss to Paraguay; 
1 

Gerald Brris ,  an Ehglish major, who had the top academic ranking in the juniaa class, the 
son of missionaries to Singapore; 
1 

Phillip R. Odle, nursing, the son of forner missionaries to Y e m :  

wresa mland, a May graduate in Spanish a d  sclciology, the daughter of missimiee to 
Colunbia, a d  

Sharon Wstmrelanrl, a fres-I in music, the daughtq of miasiorvaries to Swth Africa. 

Missionary Paralysis Victim 
?b Return to Field Aug. 5 

, BIRMIM;W, Ma. (BPI--A Southern Eaptist rnissiomry struck dcm in Jmuq by a 
femporarily paralyzing disease expects to return to Bangladesh Aug. 5. 

, Ramly Rains says he ncrw has about 80 to 85 prcent of his  mmal strength--six month 
after excruciating pain a d  almost total paralysis £run the chest daJn put him flat on hia back 
in serious ccndition. 

, &ins, a Tennessee native, struggled mre than six weeks learning tr, regain mtrol of his 
muscles to perform &? rrogt sitaple tasks, such as walking, dressing and eating. Th d i ~ ,  
Guillairr-mrre syrdrcme, caused a candition that b1.ocked lnessages flowing fran the brain to the 
txdy . 

"I feel pretty gorsd m," said bins, 30, dlo has heen speaking in &urches during W 
past q l e  of mths. "I can function mrmlly d e w  almost all  circumstances." 

I 

Rains, his  wife, Betty, of Birmingham, Ala., ard their three children had been in 
Bangladesh less than a m t h  w ? m  he collapsed while climbing stairs. k was treated for a 
Sli* disc, but three days later a s  lying in a IXlaka, Ranglade~h, clinic partially 
paralyzed. He was flown kvJne Jan. 24 nn a stretcher in the back of a cmuwcial airliner. 

He anr3 Betty will begin language studies irmdiately after settling back intb life in  
Ratyladesh. They will a t ted  classroom sessions for a year, and, l i k e  ather full-tie larqwqe 
students, w i l l  b assigned rn other major reswnsibi lities. After language study he will be a 
general evangelist. 

--more-- 
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A former pstor in Indiana and entucky, Rains was tald upon arrival to Birminghm's 
Eaptist Pkdical Center-Princeton that recovery m l d  take from s ix  months to tw years. He and 
h i s  wife set the middle of this surrnrer as their goal to return to Bangladesh. Rains took his 
first step withwt a cane three wcks after beginning rehabilitation and steadily 
with his recovery. 

He says his dcctors think he's made good progress. "It's been a pretty quick recwery 
-red to other Guillain-Barre patients," he says. "They don't say a lot about they 
think that's so, other than possibly I was in  better-than-average physical ahape before it 
Impperled 

"But they do attribute a lot of the healing God, One *tor said -thing to the 
effect that Gad b s n ' t  get -ugh credit for healing, that people want to think it's doctors 
or medicine, hut with -thing like this, a l l  the b a l i n g  that takes place is M ' s . "  

The kiinses h v e  several grocery wcks full of cards ard letters they have rweivd frcm 
acrcss the camtry. "The errcauragemmt a d  suppcxt f ran frierds as well as m l e  m'v never 
even mt--I guess you cc~ l ld  call t h e m  f r i d s  of missions--who have let us knrw they'r behid 
us, nakes the healing prccess a lot faster. " 

The volume of mil  surprised Rains, he says. '%k hear so rmch rlrbout haJ w?, as Southern 
Baptists, are so divided. But sanetimes w don't realize h m  mch wz can ~ltand together." 

Rains says he's also Inamed k w  Qor3 uses brdcenness to his glory. "Even in brdFenneaa 
there is a k i n 1  of victory," he says. 'WE! have to realize much in life is going to be a 
struggle. But even in the struggle a d  brdren times, Paul says we are often brdten apart but 
never crushed, often troubled but never in despair." 

The Rainses had arrived in Mngladesh Ec. 23, after being appointed foreign missionaries 
last my. FIer father, Padgett C. mpe, is a Southern Baptist pastor i n  A l a b  and a fomw 
Imw missionary to Ncw Jersey. 

--30-- I% 

Grace, Not Judgmnt, 
tJec?da3 In Drug Ministry gy mvid Wilkinson 

+!!I - Ekptist Press 
7/ 20/84 

GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)--Churches hqing  to minister effectively to persons affected 'ay 
alcohol a d  drug abuse mst became instruments of grace rather than judgmnt, advised a speaker 
at a Christian Life Camnissian ocnference. 

Rm n. Sisk, director of prqram development for the ,Southern Baptist (bnvention's 
Ctir i s t  iat~ T , i  fa Chmmiasion, c l e i w  mny persons with serious alccrhol prcblenrs f inrl mre 
(11 rlc*r:;tnwl i n r ~  iit A1 cdnl ics h n y m o u s  than the drurch. 

"AA is really a non-sectarian way of expressing grace," Sisk explained. "It woarks &use 
alcohr3lics find forgiveness there. By mtrast  the mst serious block to effectiv d.lurch 
ministry to alcdrmlics is usua1l.y the church's failure to find grace. The sad truth is 
tr lcd~jl ics do r l o t  fiwl forgiveness in our chur&es. Instead they often find judgnent arrl 
ostracism." 

fl~rauqlmut t h e  week-lag ccnferencc, Sisk arr3 other speakers cited statistics to 
i 1 lustrate the need for &ation ad act ion in response to the drug pralern. Acaxding to 
recent surveys, 43 prcmt of Baptist adults drink. Of t W ,  36 percent bsroffle a l c d m l i c ~ a  
largtrr numhr than any other mjor religious group i n  the cxxlntry. 

"That mans that i f  ycm h v e  a ccngregation of 200 adults, % drink in solne degree at ewne 
t imc?, " Sisk explain&. "Of those 96 people, as m y  as 15 m y  alcdmlics. " fbzens of 
other ~ p l c ,  he afkled, will t ~ e  affected ky serious drinking prchlerrs i n  their families, 

Churches w h o  want to minister ta these persons mst separate alcaol education fran 
pastoral care, IE emphasized. 

--mre- 
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"Baptists should ccmtinue to educate far abstinence, bul: we also need to dev lop healing 

ministries for those who h v e  alcohol prcblerrrs, " he said. 

He urged pastoxs ard other d~urch leaders to be amre of built-in prejudices which limit 
their urderstarrding ard compassion. Fje advised them: 

--to learn about alcahol and drug abuse anl discwer the treatment resources in the 
carmunit ies. 

--to help the clcngregatian to adopt "in accwting a supportive attitude" to those with 
alcchol and drug prdlems a d  their fami lies. 

'We mst find a way to change the attitude tht alc&olism is the unpardmable sin, " he 
explained. "Our ini t ia l  drinking dmices are a mtter of the will, but wants to 
an alcoholic. " 

--to learn basic skills for pastoral care far drug abusers ard their families including 
"intervention" techniques. 

-to prwide care for the family even if the abuser oannot be helped. 

Other issues addressed during me ccnference included biblical basis far an wderstanding 
of the dxug abuse problem an1 social and legislative action related to local liqmr cption 
election, drunk driving, alc&ol taxes and alchol advertising on television. 

Sicsk ml J, 1cmmtt I~ndcrson, executive director a€ the Cmrgia C30ufy:il an !bra1 ard Civic 
Comerns, a1.m wgwl Southern Baptist churches to focus on prevention education. Church 
leaders who m k  wit11 children and youth, they advised, shmld cansider the bllcming action: 

--try to ensure that youth leaders in every area of church life are prariding "pitive, 
drug-free yet mnjudgmntal" role mdels. 

--adqt a long-range plan of youth education, keginning with pre-schoolers. 

--develop orrjoing programs to strengthen f a m i  1. i es . 
--cwrluct v i a l  education enp,bsis an prevention of alcdml and drug abuse, offering 

biblical, practical a d  factual guidance. 

"1 f we c~in learn to stop igmr ing cnr oversimplifying the a l c h l  and drug prcbl ms a m q  
us, then we find ways to minister to al l  the victims of this natiml crisis, " Sisk said. 
"Rut if we refuse to &aqe saw of our attitudes, then I believe Baptiata are goirsg to a m  
urrler -1's judgmnt for cur failure to minister 'to the least of these' ." 

-- 3G- 
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Extension Center Director Award Baptist Press 
Reflects Nationwide Program 7/ 10/04 

NASIW~I,E, Tern. (RP)--Milton Torres and mbert Wyrmn could hillrdly lx farther a p r t  
g c x y  mphical.1.y. They share cannon grourxl, hnwcver, as 1984 recipients of the national Seminary 
Ext(msion Center Director Award. 

Tbrres, a catalytic missionary in Hartford, Cbnn., rorrlucts classes for Spanisklarrguag 
%utlrcrn Baptist ministers in bssachusetts and Connecticut. On the other side of the nation, 
veteran California pastor klaymn led a successful Seminary Extension center for twlv  p a r s  in 
h n c j  Beach Fhrbor Association awl rn heads a center in  Sacramnto. 

"The work of these tw mn reflects the diversity within the Sauthern Baptist C b m t i a n  
iis well  as the nationwide s c q  of ,seminary Extension," said Paul E. lwbrtson in announcing 
the wirds. Robertson is director of extension center &cation for the Seminary Extension 
Department, which has mnsored the recognition annually since 1979. 
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"Milton Torres has hem =king for Bur years with a relat ively small nurrS3er of students, 
but mst of these are either current ax prospzctive pastors of Spanish-language cargregations 
i n  tlw area,'' w r t s o n  explained. "Eight of the pastors in mng Beach tar- today are 
graduates of Bab myman 's program, including tm who have served as derator of the 
association. H i s  students have included Anglos, nlacks , Hispanics, Koreans-pretty mch the 
sane kind of mix as yau find amnq Southern Baptist churches in  the area." 

Dath h v e  taken the lead in se t t ing  up theol.ogica1 education classes primrily for persons 
who have been &le to attend a semi.nary. They have scheduled m e  or mre clxlrses at least 
twice a year, using cuurse materials d e v e l o m  the s i x  Southern Baptist aeminaxies through 
their jointly-sponsored Seminary Extension Department, Fbbertson said. 

SED Director Raymond M. Rigdon took mte of the areas served the two extension centers. 
"It is significant that both Tbrres and Wayman serve outside the area of traditional Southern 
Baptist strength," said Rigdctl. H e  pointed out that several previous hmrees had bern from 
such states as mxth Carolina anrl flexas. "Seminaq Extension is prwing to be an effective 
tool for training pastoral and congregatio~l leadership on the cutting e e  of Bold Mission 
Thrust. mrres awl Warn hive prwided a living demonstration of t b t  fact." 

An estimated 400 such centers are in  -ration across the cwnt ry  every year, involving 
abwt 7,000 students i n  pre-college and college-level study of biblical ard ministry-related 
subjects. mst of these are spansored local-ly by a Southern Baptist association, -king 
closely with the SED. 

The .Seminary Extension B p a r t m n t  has senrd since 1951 as an arm of the seminaries 
related to the Southern Elaptist CBnvmtion. It is housed in the S82 Building i n  ~ a h v i l l  , 
Tenn. , as part of the Seminary External nducation Division. 

-30- \ 

Churches w i n  Using KIN, 
Building lhp Libraries By Frank W. Wnite 7/10/84 

NASlVIm, m. (BP)--mring BIN'S f i r s t  m k  with a full bradcast schedule (July 21, 
some churches repeated the Surrday school lesson preparation messages were of the most benefit 
ard tim for taping messages kas their mst immediate problem. 

BTN (Baptist 'Tklecanrmnication Network) is a satellite teaching and training netwark of 
the Baptist Surday School h r d  with m e  than 150 churches, associations a d  state mventions 
currently receiving seven lxxlrs of new prcqramming each week. 

Staff mnt~rs frm four churches c m n t e d  on their f i r s t  m k  impreseions of EmJ. They 
FVli~cki~.! &:ml I istar,  mi rl ietm r)f trh~cot i o t l ,  Ilnrr isburg Rapt ist Churcl-I, njpala, Mietr, ; 

hkh l l  W i n ,  minister of education, mtmnuel Baptist Church, mite mk, Texaa: J rry 
Cleveland, minister of ducat ion ,  F i r s t  Baptist Church, Donelson, Tenn., a d  Paul Wrd rs, 
piistor, Recks Raptist Church, Winston-Ealern, N .C. 

The L,i fe Wtk preparation msmges lnve hcen he1 pful for the Wednesday night Strrrjay 
sctrcx~l work sessions at lhrrisburg naptist Church, W0ol lister said. A b u t  15 to 20 Surday 
scl~ml workers have h e n  viewing the messages arvl attendance increased £ran the first w x k  to 
the secorrl, he said. 

Sumlay school workers at  EZnnunuel ~ ~ p t  ist Church are learning to ad just ta the added 20 
minutes to their workers' t ra ining sessions, Rabin said. 

"I've been real pl.easecl with things to this point. It 's like a new toy ard we are mt 
sur(3 of a1 1 the angles for using it yet ,  " b h i n  said. 

Clevelilru3 is dnxious for TmU to Bible Bcok lesson preparation restages, hd mid. 
lint* scries is sclt~luled to M q i r ~  in &toher. 

--more-- 
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But, the Life and Wrk series mssages have been a boost to the m k l y  wxkers' megtirrgs 

at  Becks Baptist Church, Wrdexs said.  Wrkers are viewing the taped mseages a d  them 
discussing the lesson for the following wek. 

The lesson preparation messages have been of imnediate benefit to teachers, but the 
broadcasts fran the canvention aparently were useful for larger g r q s  to get an eruly lodc at  
BTN. 

h t  125 persons a t t d e d  Wednesday wening services at Firat ~ a p t i s t ,  Donelm, to ba t&  
part ions of the Southern Baptist amtention. People liked seeing acnvent ion activit iss and 
devehpd a better udexstanrting of Wkt happened, Clevelarld mid. 

Viewing the amvention activit ies  wets exciting, said Jerry Burden, a mnbr of the 
Donelsan church wha a s  elected a trustee to the Sunday S&ml m d  during the cmventian, 
Wtching the omvention on fmJ "ma* y m  feel l i k e  ycu were right there," Burden a i d .  

The amunt of mterial telecast m k e s  it difficult to keep q with taping, e m d i n g  ta 
W i n .  "I'm mking it a priority because I believe in it, " he said. 

W i n  said his  church is -king a amdinator. While he hqpes to get a full-time 
worker, the &urch w i l l  pr-ly -in with a volunteer, he said. 

Each -ram is listed as airing only twice, Clevelad pointed at. "If yau miss it 
twice, p are art of luck, " he said. 

Clevelarrd also plans to b v e  a BTN coordinator h o  w i l l  ease the pressure of taping fran 
him. But for now, "I w a n t  to do it myself to see hclw it goes, " he said. 

m l l i s t e r  said BIN messages w i l l  bee- a strong part: of his church's program m e  a 
taw library is developd. 

A t  Becks Baptist aurch, the &urch m i l  is planning uses for EmJ and is =cited a h t  
it, Wrders said. Leaders plan to schedule messages early cn that w i l l  have brmd -1 to 
the mehers, he said. 

"Over the sumner we mt to get them accustomed to EYIN so they w i l l  be able to uae it nore 
easily men e get started in the fall," he said. 

W i n  said his church plans to use the mrri.age enrichment messages latex atld is 
scheduling missions-related messages for use by the W organizations. 

'We want to give it mny mnths to evaluate it and see lm it will help us," -1lirt r 
si- id. 

"Pivo ymrs iran rm, w mrl't k r m  k w   WE^ ever did withcut it," he said. 
--3G- 
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