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American Theology, Oppress ion 
Linked I n  L a t i n  America By C r a i g  B i r d  

WASHINGTON (BPI--"Christ cares f o r  L a t i n  America and so must Americans i f  you want t o  be 
h i s  f a i t h f u l  s e r v a n t s , "  a n  Argen t ine  t h e o l o g i a n  i n s i s t s .  

Pab lo  D e i r o s ,  a p r o f e s s o r  a t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B a p t i s t  T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary i n  Buenos Aires, 
spoke on "A C h r i s t i a n  Approach t o  Human Rights--A L a t i n  American P e r s p e c t i v e w  a t  a seminar 
sponsored by t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Life Commission o f  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Convention last  month. 

He appea led  t o  b i b l i c a l  commands and cha l l enged  t h e  aud ience  t o  work t o  assure the  nhuman 
d i g n i t y w  o f  peop le  i n  L a t i n  America i n  ways a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  n a t i v e  c u l t u r e .  And h e  d i d n ' t  
mince words i n  p o i n t i n g  o u t  how American r e l i g i o n  h a s  a p a r t  i n  t h e  problem of human r i g h t s  
v i o l a t i o n s .  

l l Ins tead  of p reach ing  and l i v i n g  a l i b e r a t i n g  Gospel we have used tha t  Gospel f o r  t h e  
s e l f i s h  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s o r s  i n  benumbing t h e  consc iousness  of t h e  o p p r e s s e d I w  he said. 
lVWe have smothered Cod's demands f o r  j u s t i c e . . . .  I n  t h e  name of C h r i s t  we have persecuted, 
t o r t u r e d ,  d e s p i s e d ,  manipula ted and crushed m i l l i o n s  o f  people.'? 

Many of t h e  t h i n g s  which o u t r a g e  many American Chr i s t i ans - -hunger ,  c h i l d  d e a t h ,  p o l i t i c a l  
dominat ion and poverty--are bu t  symptoms of the deeper  r e a l i t y  of t h e  f l t o t a l  o b l i v i o n  of human 
d i g n i t y w  h e  exp la ined .  

He p o i n t e d  t o  f i v e  b i b l i c a l  themes,  three i n  t h e  Old Testament ( t h e  d o c t r i n e  .of c r e a t i o n ,  
t h e  laws f o r  t h e  Hebrew peop le  and t h e  message of t h e  p r o p h e t s )  and two i n  t h e  New Testament 
( t h e  m i n i s t r y  of J e s u s  and t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  a p o s t l e s )  which o u t l i n e  a s t r o n g  cas for a 
b i b l i c a l  perspective of human rights.  

C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  invo lved  i n  t h e  s u f f e r i n g s  of o t h e r s  through a c t i o n  or i n d i f f e r e n c e  and can 
o n l y  t a k e  t h e  s i d e  o f  j u s t i c e ,  %ot  because  we a r e  j u s t  but because  through f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t  h i s  
j u s t i c e  is ours.lf 

While two- th i rds  of the wor ld ' s  peop le  l i v e  under o p p r e s s i o n ,  a n n u a l  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s  
amount t o  $110 f o r  e v e r y  man, woman and c h i l d  a l i v e  on e a r t h  and 20 p e r c e n t  of t h e  w o r l d l a  
s c i e n t i s t s  and 25 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  $150 b i l l i o n  expended y e a r l y  f o r  a l l  r e s e a r c h  and development 
are devoted t o  m i l i t a r y  work, De i ros  s a i d .  

"War h a s  become t h e  b e s t  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  world--at t h e  expense o f  t h e  poor of t h e  world,11 
h e  added. I n  L a t i n  America t h e  m i l i t a r y  r u l i n g  class u s e s  " t h r e a t s  t o  n a t i o n a l  a e o u r i t y n  as 
r e a s o n s  " t o  keep themselves  i n  power, abuse  laws and impose r e p r e s s i v e   measure^.^ 

He noted both  t h e  o p p r e s s o r s  and t h e  oppressed a r e  v i c t i m s  and many o p p r e s s o r s  s u f f e r  
g u i l t  because  they have been p a r t  of t h e  massacre of thousands  o f  p e r s o n s ,  nand t h e y  also ne d 
l i b e r a t i o n .  l1 

To proc la im t h e  kingdom of God i n  L a t i n  America means t o  c o n f r o n t  t h e  t o t a l i t a r i a n  state 
h e  said, b u t  t h e  church i n  America faces o t h e r  p i t f a l l s .  

--more-- 
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"The g r e a t e s t  t e m p t a t i o n  t h e  church faces today i s  t o  unders tand  h e r s e l f  as a mere 
express ion  of a C h r i s t i a n  c u l t u r e  and c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  f o c u s  o f  her  miss ion  c o n s i s t s  
o n l y  of symbols, o f  c u l t u r e ,  o f  mere p e r i p h e r a l  i s s u e s - - f o r g e t t i n g  h e r  commitment t o  God f o r  
human d i g n i t y .  lf 

With t h a t  commitment must coma unders tand ing  t h e  American i d e a  of human r i g h t s  as 
i n d i v i d u a l  or c i v i l  r i g h t s  is n o t  a compl.ete answer t o  L a t i n  American problems, Deiros 
s t r e s s e d .  "The r i g h t s  t o  s u r v i v a l  and l i b e r a t i o n  cannot  be  postponed f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  free 
e l e c t i o n s ,  l i b e r t y  o f  p r e s s  o r  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y , "  he  s a id .  "The American democra t i c  idea, with 
a l l  t h e  v i r t u e s  it has, cannot  take t h e  p lac?  3f human d i g n i t y .  

"What we need i n  L a t i n  America a r e  fewer d e c l a r a t i o n s  f o r  human r i g h t s  and more e f f e c t i v e  
a c t i o n s  and dec i s ions . l l  

Among some l l concre te  s u g g e s t i o n s , "  De i ros  asked Southern  B a p t i s t s  t o :  

*"Be p r o p h e t s  i n  your  own land.  I n d i f f e r e n c e ,  fear o r  s e l f i s h  p reoccupa t ion  for  their  own 
comfor t  have made many C h r i s t i a n  churches  and i n d i v i d u a l s  become s i l e n t  i n  t h e  f a c e  of unjust  
and dehumanizing a c t s  o r  c o n d i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  f e l l o w  human beings." 

*Pray f o r  L a t i n  America. "We need your i n t e r c e s s i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  s o l u t i o n s  produced 
o u t s i d e  o u r  own s p h e r e  of dec i s ion . "  

*Understand t h a t  t h e r e  is no t  one L a t i n  American, but many. "We a r e  look ing  f o r  freedom, 
b u t  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  ways whjch have l e d  North America t o  b u i l d  i t s  freedom." 

*Follow t h e  lead of J e s u s  who, " f o r  your sake became poor ,  so t h a t  by h i s  pover ty  you 
might become r i ch"  ( 2  Cor. 8:9) which cou ld  mean choosing a simple l i f e  s t y l e  and a s e n s i b l e  
awareness  t o  serve a t h e r s .  

"Undertake a "new k i n d  of preachingf1 which w i l l  b r i n g  abou t  a new a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  the 
s p i r i t u a l  and t h e  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  and s t r e s s  the  awareness of problems and s o l u t i o n s  on a 
worldwide scope. 

*Readjust  t h e  theo log ica l .  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  church t o  t a k e  s e r i o u s l y  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  
m i n i s t r y  of t h e  church and e x p r e s s  a l l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  gospel. 

*And j o i n  p reach ing  and theo logy  wi th  a c t i o n s  because, " i n s o f a r  as t h e r e  is a s p e c i f i c  
p reach ing  and a c o l l e c t i v e  commitment is t h e r e  a l s o  a heal-thy theology."  

--3O-- 

Record Budget,  No R a i s e s  
F o r  New Orleans Seminary 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
4/3/84 

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--Trustees  of New O r l e a n s  B a p t i s t  T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary adopted a record  
budge t ,  e l e c t e d  a f a c u l t y  member and i n c r e a s e d  f e e s  and r e n t s  d u r i n g  i ts  annua l  meeting.  

I I I r u s t s e x  axpre:;snd c o n c e r n  over t h e  nnt i  ci-pated s h o r t  fa1 'I. i n Coopera t ive  Program giv ing 
and a r e s u l t i n g  dec l ine  i n  funds  f o r  t h e  seminary.  Much of t h e  b o a r d l s  action on fiscal 
aff 'airs centered on maintenance of t h e  academic program for  i n c r e a s i n g  numbers o f  students 
w i t h i n  incorn? e x p e c t a t i o n s .  

The $5,832,260 budget  for t h e  1984-85 f i s c a l  y e a r  is  t h e  I . a rges t  i n  the seminary ' s  h i s t o r y  
even though s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e s  f o r  f a c u l t y  and s t a f f  p e r s o n n e l  were n o t  inc luded .  I n  a l e t te r  t o  
a l l  f a c u l t y  and s t a f f ,  Chairman Will iam M. Hamm Jr . ,  layman from S h r e v e p o r t ,  La., r e l a y e d  the  
t r u s t e e s 1  reg re ts  no s a l a r y  increases could be inc luded  i n  t h i s  budget.  

1 .I nthr!r act, i on3 rel;lt ,ed t,o f incal af'fa i rs, t r u s t e e s :  

--Approved increases i n  t h e  s c h e d u l e  of s t u d e n t  fees i n c l u d i n g  a r a i s e  i n  t h e  
rnat ,r ic~rlat , ion fee t o  $275 per serne3ter f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  mas te r  and a s s o c i a t e  degree  programs; 

--more-- 
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--Approved a fee of $68.75 per course for special, part-time or auditing students with a 
maximum fee of $275 per student per semester; 

--Approved rate increases for campus housing. Dormitory room rates were raised $2 per 
month to $52 per month for semi-private rooms and $75 per month for single rooms. Apartment 
rental rates which ranged from $115 to $245 per month have been raised to range from $120 to 
$255 per month depending upon size and utilities provided; 

--Approved increases in rates charged at the seminary's preschool center. 

James Everette Reed was elected to the faculty as assistant professor of history and 
philosophy of religious education in the division of religious education ministries, effective 
June 1, 1984. He has been assistant professor of religious education at Mississippi College, 
Clinton, Miss., since 1981. 

James L. Minton was promoted to associate professor of youth education and recreation from 
assistant professor of youth education. He has been a member of the seminary faculty sinc 
1978. 

Hamm, president of Berg Mechanical, Inc. of Shreveport, La., was reelected president of 
the trustees. Carl A .  Hudson, pastor of First Baptist Church in Natchitoches, La., was el cted 
vice president. Fred J. Vogel, professor emeritus at the University of New Orleans and Mrs. 
Walter M. (Joyce) Fox, Lafayette, La., were reelected secretary and treasurer respectively. 

Final approval was given for leaves during the 1984-85 academic year for D. Waylon 
Bailey, associate professor of Old Testament and Hebrew, and J. Terry Young, professor of 
theology. During his sabbatical Bailey will study at Yale University Divinity School as a 
research fellow in Old Testament and Hebrew during the fall semester. He also will complete 
preparation of a biblical Hebrew grammar for beginning students with J. Olen Strange, NOBTS 
professor emeritus of Old Testament and Hebrew. 

Young will attend the annual Summer Institute of Theology at Princeton Theological 
Seminary and work at the Princeton Center for Continuing Education for the remainder of the 
summer. During the fall and spring semesters he will be engaged in studies of the doctrine of 
God and the broader scope of systematic theology in New Orleans. During the summer of 1985 he 
will participate in the Graduate Theological Union in San Francisco. 

--3o-- 

Southwestern Seminary Names 
Six Distinguished Alumni 

Baptist Press 
4/3/84 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BPI--Pastors, a state convention executive, a former president's wife 
and rt:t-jred dsnominntlonal executives are ht?in~ honored as Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary1 3 1984 distinguished alumni. 

The recipients, who wlll be recognized at the national alumni. luncheon June 13 in Kansas 
City, Mo., are: Kenneth L. Chafin, Houston; Floy Williams Ferguson, Amarillo, Texas; C. Bruce 
McIver, Dallas; Guy D. Newman, Waco, Texas; Chester OfBrien Jr., Albuquerque, N.M., and C.E. 
Wjlbanks, Las Vegas, Nev. 

Chafin, pastor of South Main Raptist Church in Houston since 1972, earned the bachelor of 
divinity degree in 1955 and the doctor of theology degree in 1959. He is a former professor of 
evangelism at Southwestern and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. Chafin 
has been a member of Southwestern's board of trustees sifice 1972, 

Ferguuon, who earned the bachelor of missions training degree in 1921, and the master of 
religious education degree in 1955, was married to J. Howard Williams, Southwesternvs fourth 
president, who died in 1958. 

McIver, pastor of Wilshire Baptist Church in Dallas since 1958, earned the bachelor of 
divinity degree in 1949 and the doctor of theology degree in 1973. 

--more-- 
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Newman, an administrative consultant at Baylor University in Waco, earned his master of 
theology degree in 1946 and his doctor of theology degree in 1952. 

OIBrien, executive director of the Baptist Convention of New Mexico since 1975, earned the 
bachelor of divinity degree in 1951. 

Wilbanks, retired associate director of the Southern Baptist Borne Mission Board's 
evangelism division, earned the master of theology degree in 1924. 

--3O..- 

Wayland Baptist Records 
Oral History Of Vietnam 

Baptist Press 
4/3/84 

PLAINVIEW, Texas (BP)--A major research effort to record an oral history of the Vietnam 
era has won honors for Wayland Baptist University. 

Under the direction of Wayl-and history professors Estel-le Owens and George Sims, the oral 
history project won first place in statewide competition sponsored by the Walter Prescott Webb 
Society during the annual meeting of the Texas State Historical Association. 

The project, launched in October 1983 and designed to continue several years, will provide 
historical source material of the Vietnam experience through taped interviews. 

According to Sims, very little oral history has been done for the Vietnam period and what 
has been done centers on the experiences of "white, middle-class, Protestant young menw and the 
military. The Wayland researchers will go a step further, he said. Instead of recording the 
experiences of Vietnam veterans only, they will also interview civilians caught up in the war. 

Some 15 to 20 volunteers already have agreed to be interviewed about their Vietnam 
experiences. They cover a wide range of experiences and include white, black and Hispanic 
subjects, civilian as well as military. 

The military participants range from enlisted men to high ranking officers in all branches 
of the armed services. They include helicopter pilots and gunners, military policemen, 
intelligence officers, a medic and a Green Beret. 

The civilians include an American citizen who was a student in Vietnam at the time the 
Diem government fell, a missionary journeyman, an American doctor who volunteered to serve the 
c 1 v i 1 i:in popul at, ion in 1967 and a Vietnamese physician who fled the country. 

All interviews will be done on a strictly voluntary basis. "We would never attempt to 
force persons to talk about their experiences in Vietnam," Owens said. 

Finding interviewees should not pose any problems as Owens estimates there are 40,000 
Vietnam veterans in the area surrounding Plainview. 

Funded in part by Wayland's American Heritage Program, the Vietnam project will involve 
numerous groups of students. 

"In addition to the splendid accomplishment of gathdring and making available historical 
source material, a program like this is an excellent voluntary project for many of our 
students," Owens said. 

- - 3 0 ~ -  



Choirs Pageant 
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By Gail Rothwell 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)--More than 1,800 black college students at the 39th annual National 
Baptist Student Union Retreat heard a challenge by Baptist World Alliance President Duk 
McCall, crowned a new Miss BSU, elected officers and participated in a gospel choir 
competition. 

Speaking on the theme, 'lConfession, ConulLtruent and Contentment--In ChristtV1 McCall told 
students, "Our Christianity should give us the power to melt our diverse heritages into one 
people for the cause of making the kingdoms of this world the kingdam of Christen 

He told students, "If you are committed to God then you need to have concern for the world 
in your heart. Your commitment is to say to Christ, lItm available to help make the kingdoms 
of this world into one kingdom for Christ.lM 

McCall, chancellor of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky., told 
students being president of the Baptist World Alliance since 1980 has helped him see all 
Christians are first "part of the body of Christ. 

"If we believe we are all members of the church of God then this should change our 
relationships with others," he said, 

McCall challenged students to ,!review your confession and commitment to Christ and declare 
your faith--therein will you find your contentment." 

During the Miss BSU pageant, held to encourage Christian development cultural growth 
among black women, Michelle Archangel was crowned "Miss BSU 1984-85." Archangel is a 
sophomore, business communications major at the University of Southwestern Louisiana, 
l~fayette. The pageant was coordinated by Jessie Dawson, BSU advisor at Utica Junior College, 
Utica, Miss. 

Winners of the annual gospel choir competition were the University of Houston (downtown), 
Texas, small choir division; University of Southwestern Louisiana, Lafayette, medium choir 
division; and University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, large choir division. 

Winners of the choir competition will present a concert during Mission 85, a student 
conference on the world missions Dec, 28-31, 1984, in Nashville, Tenn. 

Elected were: president, Timothy Sims, University of Kansas, Lawrence; vice president, 
Arlyn Jackson, Prairie View A & M, Prairie View, Texas; treasurer, Robert A. Cain, American 
Baptist College, Nashville, Tenn; secretary, Limmie Taylor, Uni.versity of Arkansas, L i t t le  
Rork; mtr9 ic: tl l rector ,  Rarr'on K. McCl nth1 in, Scr~it,hern IJn-i vnr.si t,y, Raton Rouge, La., and 
! ) I  ~ r ~ l : ; t , ,  G I ~ I !  Y .  Ar*t)uokl{! ,  Pra l r - l c  Vlcw A & M. 

John Corbitt, pastor of Springfield Baptist Church, Greenville, S . C . ,  and part-time ethnic 
ministries consultant for national student ministries of the Baptist Sunday School Board, 
directs the annual retreat. Founded in 1946, the retreat is thought to be the larg st 
gathering of black Christian college students in the United States, 

The retreat is sponsored by the national student ministries and the department of black 
church relations, Home Mission Board. 

--30-- 
(BP) photo mailed to s ta te  Baptist newspapers by Baptist Sunday School Board 

-.-- - -  -__-- -1 ---+_------.-lll---r--.------l--l-.- 

EDITOR ' S NOTE-- (BP) news analysis, "School Prayer: Reviewing 22 Years of Turbulencen 
by Stan Hastey, mailed March 28, 1984, should have carried the credit line "adapted from South 
Carolina Baptist Courier." 

Thanks, Baptist Press 
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By Stan Hastey 

Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON (BP) --The U .S. Supreme Court has reopened the 22-year-old debate over the 
proper place of religion in public school classrooms by ruling on an Alabama law providing for 
a moment of silent prayer or meditation at the beginning of the school day. 

At the same time, the high court affirmed a lower federal court in striking down a 
separate Alabama law authorizing classroom teachers to lead their pupils in oral prayers. 

Combined, the two actions indicate the nation's highest tribunal, while standing fimly by 
its 1962 and 1963 decisions barring state-prescribed school prayer, is now willing to consider 
the silent prayer alternative as enacted by Alabama and 21 other states. The Supreme Court has 
never considered the question until now. 

Lower federal courts have divided, one tribunal upholding a Massachusetts silence statute 
but others striking down similar laws in Tennessee, New Jersey and Alabama. 

The Alabama law the high court will' consider reads: "At the commencement of the first 
class of each day in all grades in all public schools, the teacher in charge of the room in 
which such class is held may announce that a period of silence not to exceed one minute in 
duration shall be observed for meditation or voluntary prayer, and during any such period no 
other activities shall be engaged in." 

After the state legislature passed the law, a group of Mobile, Ala., parents led by 
Ishmael Jaffree, an agnostic with three children in public schools, challenged it. But U.S. 
District Court Judge Brevard Hand last year upheld the law in an opinion which said the Supreme 
Court had misinterpreted the Constitution in its 1962 and 1963 school prayer decision$. 

On appeal to a federal circuit court, however, the law was struck down as a violation of 
the First Amendment's establishment clause. 

Because the Supreme Court's calendar for hearing cases in its current term is already 
full, the Alabama case will not be argued until sometime after the 1984-85 term begins next 
October. A decision is expected by the spring of 1985. 

While agreeing to decide on the silent prayer issue, the high court nevertheless voted 
without dissent to affirm the appeals court decision striking down the Alabama law providing 
for teacher-led prayers. 

That statute, also challenged by Jaffree, authorized but did not require teach ra to lead 
wwillingn students in oral prayers. In enacting the law, the Alabama legislature suggested a 
prayer composed by the son of former governor Fob James. 

Judge Hand, in upholdin4 t h e  law, attracted national attention by acousing the Supreme 
Court of ignoring the intent of Congresa by applying the establishment clause to the statea. 
States, unlike the federal government, he said, are free under the Constitution to enact 
official religions if they wish. 

But the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals overturned Hand' s ruling, declaring the 
Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution makes applicable to the states the constraints on the 
federal government set forth in the First Amendment. (83-812, Wallace v. Jaffree; 83-929, 
Smith v. Jaffree; 83-804, Board of School Commissioners of Mobile County, Ala. v. Jaffree) 

- - 30~- 
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Hong Kong Scripture Calendars 
. e*'\ 

Ba~tist Press 
Reach All the Way to Shanghai By Lynn Barrett 4/3/84 

HONG KONG (BPI--Ida Lusk could hardly believe her eyes. A friend was showing slides of a 
visit to Shanghai, China, and there on the wall of a Shanghai home hung a Saripture oalendar 
produced by her own Scripture ministry. 

--more-- 
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It wasn't the first time one of the calendars found its way into China. But Southern 
Baptist missionaries Dick and Ida Luak never dreamed that could happen when they started their 
Scripture distribution plan 18 years ago. Now their calendars turn up almost everywhere. 

A new phase of the ministry began after Mrs. Lusk noticed most taxi drivers in Hong Kong 
hang daily calendars on their dashboards. Each driver has a calendar in front of him all day, 
she thought. A check revealed nearly 13,000 taxis registered in the crowded colony. 

With her usual tenacity, she plunged into a Scripture search for 365 verses to compile a 
taxi calendar. But "publishing, printing and distribution problems bogged me down," she 
admitted. Alabama missionary Barton Starr, still in language school, saw the evangelistic 
potential and responded to her cries for help. 

Letters went to all Hong Kong taxi companies. Though the printer hesitated to tackle the 
project and distribution was complicated, the 1983 calendars were placed in 3,000 tax is .  One 
taxi company owner, who had earlier said he was a Buddhist, ordered 300 calendars for 1984. He 
wrote, "Kindly do pray for those who carry the Scripture calendars, that our Lord bless them as 
'I rejoice at thy word, as one that finds great (Psalm 119:162) 

While working on the taxi calendar, Starr thought about the countless offices in Hong Kong 
and launched yet another evangelistic vehicle: a daily desk calendar. The 1984 cal ndar, 
featuring the theme "Peace, has been delivered to 5,000 taxis, and 5,000 office desks. The 
original wall version continued in a printing of 10,000. Hong Kongls Baptist Communications 
Center has begun advertising Bible correspondence courses through the calendars. Last year saw 
more than 90 responses, including requests from Thailand and Australia. 

The Luskst Scripture ministry began during a furlough in 1966 when Mrs. Lusk, a 
Tennessean, began feeling strongly she and her husband should start a Scripture distribution 
ministry as soon as they got back to Hong Kong. Her husband had gotten the same impression. 

They distributed Bibles to Hong Kong grade-school students for several years, using 
Foreign Mission Board funds designated for Scripture distribution. Then Mrs. Lusk hit on the 
idea of a daily wall calendar with an evangelistic Bible passage on each page. The first 
edition appeared in 1968. 

The calendar designs change as the missionaries search for the most effective way to 
reach hearts and minds. Mrs. Lusk is now developing a four-year-cycle of Bible verses to make 
the project more manageable with less personnel. 

--30-- 
(~ynn Barrett is press representative for the Hong Kong-Macao Baptist Mission.) 
(BPI photo mailed to state Baptist newspapers by Richmond bureau of Baptist Press 

Baptists Respond 
To Cnrol I na St,orms 

Baptist Press 
11/3/64 

RALEIGH, N.C. (BP)--Baptists responded with men, material and ministry in the wake of the 
March 29 killer tornadoes which cut a 300 mile wide band of death and destruction throu8h North 
and South Carolina. 

Disaster relief teams from six states--North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama 
Georgia and Mississippi--responded quickly after the storms hit, leaving at least 60 persons 
dead, hundreds injured, thousands homeless and property damage in the millions of dollars. 

In addition, Baptists contributed foodstuffs, clothing, bedding and other items to help 
those whose lives were changed by the dance of death and.destruction across the two-state area. 

North Carolina Gov. James B. Hunt Jr., said of the disaster: "This is the worst disaster 
I've ever seen in my life. We apparently have had the worst disaster in 100 years." 

Archie King, director of the Tennessee Baptist Convention Brotherhood department and 
coordinator of the Tennessee part of the relief operation, said: "This is the worst disaster I 
believe we have ever worked in. The devastation is sickening.lt 

--more-- 
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Eddie Pettit, disaster relief coordinator for the North Carolina Brotherhood Department, 
said Red Springs, Mt. Olive and Maxton in the southeastern part of the state were hardest hit, 

The North Carolina disaster unit was stationed at Red Springs, a town of 2,000. Police 
estimated 85 percent of the business district was damaged or destroyed. 

A team mobilized by the Tennessee Baptist Brotherhood department first went to 
Greenville, N.C., but was sent to Grey Pond Baptist Church in Johns Station, a Lumbee Indian 
community near Maxton. A satellite feeding station was established at a baseball park 
concession stand in Maxton. 

In South Carolina, Newberry, Winnsboro, McColl and Rennettsville, where tornadoes tore a 
two mile by 12 mile long path, were the hardest hit areas. 

Mississippi Brotherhood officials sent two men to help in South Carolina with coordination 
efforts.  Some 60 to 70 Georgia Baptist Men went in during the weekend to help with cleanup 
efforts in the Bennettsville and McColl areas. 

The Alabama Brotherhood provided meals from a disaster relief unit which arrived Friday 
morning with seven volunteers, and by the end of the day served 750 meals to victims, workers, 
law enforcement officials, and National Guardsmen patrolling to prevent looting, 

While the Baptists from Alabama were serving meals almost continuously outside First 
Baptist Church Saturday, inside church members and volunteers of all denominations were at work 
distributing food and clothing. Pastor Dall-as Redding was coordinating the effort and had not 
stopped almost since the storm hit Wednesday night. 

"Everybody has responded overwhelmingly,~ he said. "There's no way we can name 
everybody." Redding said 50 percent of the homes in McColl were damaged and 15 percent were 
destroyed. The churchls Sunday school rooms were filled with clothing and food that had been 
sent from near and far. 

South Carolina Baptist Convention employees activated a temporary relief income and 
dispersement account which is used periodically to aid victims of emergency and natural 
disaat,ers, according to Ray P. Rust, executive secretary-treasurer. 

Rust said members of the Baptist Building staff are working with Southern Baptist churches 
in the state and with designated Southern ~ a ~ t i s t  ministers in helping provide money in areas 
hit hardest by tornadoes. "1 am highly gratified by the ground swell of the response among 
Southern Baptists to the needs of people," Rust said, "Southern Baptists from other states 
also have joined hands with us by providing money, facilities and expertise. 

*We believe in working from our churches in cases like this, because it not only gives us 
a chance to meet real human needz, bilk also provides the opportunity to render a Christian 
w i  t,rlon:;, l1 2n id IIr13t.. 

White Oak Conference Center, the South Carolina Baptist Convention educational and 
training facility located near Winnsboro, has provided shelter for homeless victims and Red 
Cross volunteers. The conference center also has fed storm victims and volunteers. 

The immediate response to the tornadoes is the result of a SBC-wide disaster relief 
program established several years ago to coordinate Baptist ministry to disaster victims. The 
Brotherhood Commission and state Brotherhood departments have taken the lead in developing 
d i s a s t e r  rel-ief teams and equipment. 

Norman Godfrey, Brotherhood Commission first vice president, has been coordinating overall 
relief efforts. Two other staffers of the agency have given on-stte assistance, Pioneer Royal 
Ambassador director, Rusty Griffin, is helping coordinate relief efforts in South Carolina and 
Baptist Men's Director Douglas Beggs is working with Brotherhood groups in North Carolina. 

--30-- 
(This report prepared with assistance from Mike Davis, Brotherhood Commission; Larry E. High, 
associate editor of the North Carolina Biblical Recorder; Steven L. Higdon, assistant editor of 
the Tennessee Baptist and Reflector; Sue Harper, assistant editor of the South Carolina Baptist 
Courier, and Larry Crisman, public relations director of the South Carolina Baptist Convention. 



4/3/84 Page 9 B a p t i s t  Press 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: High and Higdon v i s i t e d  two churches  i n  North C a r o l i n a  s t r u c k  by the March 28 
to rnadoes .  One was damaged; t h e  o t h e r  was no t .  Here a r e  t h e  s t o r i e s  of two churches .  High is 
mailing a photo.) 

Tornadoes D e v a s t a t e  P a s t o r  Clad L i v e s  
Red S p r i n g s  Not L o s t  I n  Storm 

By La r ry  E. High By S teven  L. Higdon 

RED SPRINGS, N,C. (BP)--Red S p r i n g s ,  
a small community i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  North 
C a r o l i n a ,  was d e v a s t a t e d  when a t o r n a d o  
r o a r e d  down t h e  town's main business 
d i s t r i c t  March 28. 

A t  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, p r a y e r  
meet ing was underway. P a s t o r  O l i n  0. 
Hefner ,  was "just f i n i s h i n g  the B i b l e  
s t u d y  when t h e  l i g h t s  went o u t .  I n o t i c e d  
t h a t  t h e  clock was a t  7:27. 

"We had GAS, RAs and Acteens s o  we 
j u s t  gathered t o  the center of t h e  
b u i l d i n g  and had our* p r a y e r  meeting there. 
1 t wan 30 dr:v;~nt. i ng t,h;rt wc re;i 1 l y 
c o u l d n ' t  l e a v e  h e r e , "  h e  s a i d .  

JOHNS STATION, N.C. (BP)--The 
r e c e n t l y  completed f e l l o w s h i p  h a l l  of Grey 
Pond B a p t i s t  Church was t o  have been 
d e d i c a t e d  March 31. 

But t h a t  was b e f o r e  one of t h e  45 
t o r n a d o e s  which rampaged across North and 
South  C a r o l i n a  March 28 demolished t h e  h a l l  
and damaged t h e  rest of t h e  church.  

"1 am j u s t  glad we are n o t  go ing  t o  be 
h a v i n g  f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e s , "  s a i d  P a s t o r  
Limburg Chavis. 

llT t could  have  been much worse. Tt 
cou1.d have been t h e  people ,  n o t  the 
b u i l d i n g .  

Hafner  s a i d  many of t h e  c h i l d r e n  were Twenty f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  100-member 
c r y i n g  and t h e  p a r e n t s  cou ld  n o t  g e t  t o  church had homes damaged, and o f  t h o s e ,  1 4  
t h e  church.  were t o t a l e d ,  

"Some of t h e  p a r e n t s  r a n  through t h e  
r a i n  t o  get he re .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  National 
Guard a r r i v e d  and c l e a r e d  downed trees 
from t h e  s t r e e t s  s o  o u r  peop le  could  g e t  
home. 

The First R a p t i s t  Church b u i l d i n g  was 
t h e  on ly  church f a c i l i t y  i n  Red S p r i n g s ,  a 
town of 2 ,000,  n o t  damaged by the tornado.  
The church p r o p e r t y  is  l o c a t e d  s e v e r a l  
blocks e a s t  o f  t h e  town's b u s i n e s s  
d i s t r i c t  i n  an area not h e a v i l y  damaged by 
t h e  tornado.  

Because F i r s t  church was t h e  on ly  
l a r g e  f a c i l i t y  n o t  damaged i t  became t h e  
town's r e l i e f  s h e l t e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

Wes t s ide  Church, t h e  o t h e r  Sou thern  
B a p t i s t  c o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  Red Springs,  
s u f f e r e d  s e v e r e  p r o p e r t y  damage and 
s e v e r a l  members were s l i g h t l y  i n ju red .  
Windows were blown o u t  of t h e  s a n c t u a r y ,  
t h e  s t e e p l e  was l i f t e d  from the  b u i l d i n g  
and thrown t o  t h e  ground and a large 
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  church roof  d e s t r o y e d .  

The P r e s b y t e r i a n  church ,  a large 
:;tone building, was l e v e l e d  and one o f  t h e  
town':; two f a t a l i  t ies ,  a two-year-old 
c h i l d ,  was k i l l e d  when t h e  to rnado  
d c s t  royed a penteco.sta1 church .  

--more-- 

As t h e  s to rm was brewing t h a t  
Wednesday night, deacon John L. Chavis was 
p r e p a r i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  p r a y e r  meeting. 

''1 had come t o  unlock t h e  d o o r s  and 
t u r n  on t h e  l i g h t s , "  he  s a i d ,  

"We were t o  have a n o t h e r  s e s s i o n  of 
o u r  d o c t r i n a l  s t u d y  on t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  s o  
when f was through,  Z sat  down t o  look 
through t h e  book. 

"In a few moments, I heard  a v o i c e  
t h a t  I believe must have been t h e  Haly 
S p i r i t  t e l l i n g  me t o  walk t o  t h e  o t h e r  end 
of t h e  church , "  he  s a i d .  

"Without r e a l l y - s t o p p i n g  t o  t h i n k  
a b o u t  i t ,  I d i d .  As soon as I had,  t h e  
stairwell opened up and t h e  wind b u r s t  
through t h e  church.  I s a i d ,  'Well Lord, 
a r e  You c ~ r n i n g ? ' ~  

There  was a sudden q u i e t ,  t hen  another 
sound and t h e  church porch roof  fell. 

"This  time I c a l l e d  o u t ,  'Lord,  are 
you here t o  t a k e  me? I am ready if it is 
your  w i l l , ' "  Chavis r e c a l l e d .  

When t h e  n o i s e  d i e d  down, Chavis 
surveyed t h e  damage t o  f i n d  i t  was worse 
t h a n  he had thought .  



Carolyn Ra t l ey ,  d i r e c t o r  of  c h i l d  
development a t  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, s a i d  
t h e  church sanc tuary  became a temporary 
shel ter  for  many r e s i d e n t s  who l o s t  homes 
t o  t h e  s torm,  Pews became beds and t h e  
fe l lowship  h a l l  served as a d in ing  room as 
church members qu i ck ly  organized t o  feed 
and house up t o  500 homeless v ic t ims .  

Dozens of  v o l u n t e e r s  from nearby 
churches brought sandwiches, canned goods, 
b l anke t s  and c l o t h i n g  f o r  t h e  d i sp laced  
s torm v ic t ims .  

Southern B a p t i s t s  i n  t h e  immediate 
v i c i n i t y  were quick t o  o f f e r  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  
t h e  tornado v i c t ims ,  b r ing ing  kerosene 
h e a t e r s ,  b l anke t s ,  food and c l o t h i n g  t o  a 
r e l i e f  sheh te r .  The North Caro l ina  
B a p t i s t  D i s a s t e r  R e l i e f  Van was dispa tched  
t o  Red Sp r ings  t o  h e l p  f eed  t h e  homeless. 

The day a f t e r  t he  storm s t r u c k ,  
Hefner was a b l e  t o  v i s i t  members of h i s  
congregat ion who l o s t  t h e i r  bus inesses  o r  
s u f f e r e d  damage t o  t h e i r  homes. 

I n  town he saw t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  caused 
by t h e  tornado. All power l i n e s  were down 
and r e s i d e n t s  had no e l e c t r i c i t y ,  l i g h t s  
o r  ope ra t i ng  te lephones.  Main S t r e e t  
looked l i k e  a war zone, h e  sa id ,  w i th  
houses,  o f f i c e s  and bus ines se s  reduced t o  
rubble .  The no i se  of  c h a i n  saws c l e a r i n g  
fa l len  t r e e s  from bu i ld ings ,  cars and 
s t r e e t s  f i l l e d  t h e  a i r .  

Trees  with t runks  measuring 40 inches  
around were snapped l i k e  too thpicks .  
Family a f t e r  family t o l d  of t h e  ho r ro r  
they experienced when t h e  tornado h i t  
their hame. Eighteen hours  a f t e r  t h e  
t,orn,ldo s t r u c k  Red Sp r ings ,  most r e s i d e n t s  
were stil l  not able t o  voca l i ze  t h e  f u l l  
impact t h e  storm would have on t h e i r  
l i v e s .  

''Red Spr ings  w i l l  be a long time 
ge t t ing  over this--but we  w i l l , "  s a i d  Ron 
Ilelms, a deacon a t  F i r s t  Church and a 
s t a t e  wildlife r e sou rces  o f f i c e r .  

Red Sp r ings  was b u t  one of  a dozen 
communities s u f f e r i n g  t h e  e f f e c t s  of t h e  
March 28 tornado i n  North Caro l ina ,  
Scenes from Red Spr ings  were 
repeated ac ros s  e a s t e r n  North Carolina. 
And i n  each in s t ance ,  Southern B a p t i s t s  
rushed t o  h e l p  neighbors  recover  from an 
exparience moat said they had never 3een 
berore nnrl prayed wouldn't sce again. 

---3o-- 
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The roof  over  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  
sanc tuary  had been sucked o f f  by t h e  winds 
and i n s u l a t i o n  and hymn books were strewn 
a c r o s s  the  f l o o r .  

Then Chavis c a u t i o u s l y  h u r r i e d  down t h e  
street t o  see i f  o t h e r s  needed help.  

One member, Ka t i e  Harris and h e r  family 
were h id ing  i n  a h a l l  c l o s e t  a s  t h e  e n t i r e  
roof was l i f t e d  from t h e i r  home. 

"The s torm must have r e a l l y  be n 
powerful t o  have done t h i s  much damage,n 
Mrs. H a r r i s  said. 

llThe amazing t h i n g  is  t h a t  our  t h r e e  
week o ld  grandbaby d id  no t  even wake up 
du r ing  t h e  tornado." 

Despi te  t h e  b r u t a l i t y  of t h e  storm, 
t h e  only f a t a l i t y  i n  t h e  small town was not  
a r e s i d e n t  bu t  a man who had come from 
nearby Laurinburg t o  dump t r a s h .  

Among t h e  church fe l lowship ,  o n l y  
t h r e e  persons were h o s p i t a l i z e d .  Two of 
them were soon r e l ea sed  whi le  t h e  t h i r d  was 
i n  good cond i t i on  with a f r a c t u r e d  
breastbone.  

On Sunday, A p r i l  1, a praise 
c e l e b r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  Grey Pond 
church was he ld  outdoors ,  nea r  t h e  d i s a s t e r  
r e l i e f  van s e n t  by Tennessee B a p t i s t s  i n  
t h e  a f te rmath  of t h e  storm. 

The d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  teams provided t h e  
church members and t h e i r  neighbors  with ho t  
meals and a s s i s t a n c e  as they at tempted t o  
sa lvage  their storm-ripped homes, 

I n  h i s  message, Chavis reminded the 
congregat ion of t h e  urgency of  reaching 
o t h e r s  f o r  C h r i s t ,  as t h e  tornado had shown 
how e a s i l y  l i f e  could end. 

A t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n ,  one person made a 
p ro fe s s ion  of  f a i t h  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t  as 
persona l  s a v i o r ,  two o t h e r s  Inqu i r  d about  
s a l v a t i o n  and many rededica ted  t h e i r  
l i v e s .  

' 
A week a f t e r  t h e  d e v a s t a t i n g  storm, a 

team of  North Caro l ina  B a p t i s t  Men under 
t h e  l eade r sh ip  of David Langford, sta t  
d i r e c t o r ,  moved i n  with c o n s t r u c t i o n  
equipment. 

Soon, Grey Pond B a p t i s t  Church can 
have its ded ica t ion  s e rv i ce .  

--3o-- 


