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B a p t i s t  Chaplain  Co-Member 
O f  C a t h o l i c  Order  O f  Nuns 

DAYTON, Ohio (BPI--A S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  mli.;ster from Texas h a s  become a co-member o f  t h e  
F r a n c i s c a n  Sisters o f  t h e  Poor,  a C a t h o l i c  o r d e r  o f  nuns. 

Al len  Weimer, who was commissioned as a h o s p i t a l  c h a p l a i n  by t h e  Home Miss ion Board of t h e  
S o u t h e r n  Baptist Convention i n  1982, s a y s  he has abandoned t h e  s t e r e o t y p e s  o f  nuns h e  he ld  i n  
h i s  youth  and is a t  home as p a r t  of t h e  p a s t o r a l  m i n i s t r y  team at St.  E l i z a b e t h ' s  Medical 
Cen te r  i n  Dayton, Ohio, He works i n  t h e  emergency room and i n  t h e  c a r d i a c  care u n i t .  

He joined the  staff of St. E l i z a b e t h t a  last  f a l l  but had cons idered  becoming a co-member 
for  more t h a n  a y e a r .  He s a i d  a co-member is someone sympathe t i c  w i t h  t h e  order's ideas and 
es tab l i shes  wi th  t h e  sisters a formal "covenantw r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The covenant  means he  p rays  for 
t h e  sisters and s e r v e s  as a b r i d g e  between t h e  C a t h o l i c  and P r o t e s t a n t  communities. 

The 33-year-old husband and f a t h e r  o f  two exp la ined  h e  was a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  of 
t h e  sist rst l i f e s t y l e  and i s  a l s o  drawn t o  St.  F r a n c i s  of Aasisi, whom h e  sees as a model o f  
g e n t l e n e s s  and c a r i n g .  

F r a n c i s c a n  Sister Lynn G i t z i n g e r  d e s c r i b e s  Weimer as a "very  c a r i n g  person  who i a  s u r e  o f  
h i m s e l f  as a person and as a m i n i s t e r n  whose p r a y e r s  wflow o u t  o f  h i s  h e a r t  and always seems t o  
know j u s t  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  t o  

Weimer is a n a t i v e  o f  Beaumont, Texas and g radua ted  from Southwestern  ~ a p t i a t  T h e o l o g i c a l  
Seminary i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas. He was p a s t o r  o f  c h u r c h e s  i n  b o t h  Texas and Ohio b e f o r e  
becoming a c h a p l a i n .  He is t h e  c u r r e n t  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  greater Dayton Chap la ins  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  

There is u s u a l l y  a l o t  of m i s t r u s t  between r e l i g i o u s  denominat ions ,  Weimer admits .  But  
t h a t  has n o t  been h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  a t  S t ,  E l i z a b e t h ' s .  He says t h e  s i s t e r s  "have allowed me t o  
be myse l f ,  as a Southern  B a p t i s t  and as a person.  They l o o k  a t  peop le  i n  a v e r y  caring way and 
w i t h  special emphasis  on t h e  poor and needy, I l i k e  t h a t .  I like what t h e y  r e p r e s e n t .  And 
I'm proud t o  be a p a r t  o f  t h a t  s p i r i t  as a co-member," 
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Achi vs B a p t t ~ t  Student,  
Mur*dored A t  Texas School 

B a p t i s t  Preaa 
3/ 13/84 

COMMERCE, Texas (BP)--Jerry J u l i a n  V o l l r a t h ,  a j u n i o r  a t  East Texas S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
Commerce, Texas, and r e c e n t l y  appo in ted  B a p t i s t  S t u d e n t  Union suramer miss ionary ,  was k i l l e d  i n  
a s h o o t i n g  i n c i d e n t  o u t s i d e  h i s  apar tment  e a r l y  Sunday morning. 

V o l l r a t h ,  20, was one o f  t h r e e  s t u d e n t s  found dead i n  an  a p p a r e n t  murder-suic ide .  Also  
dead are Lisa Rene Mauldin, 20, and h e r  e s t r a n g e d  husband, Michael Wayne Mauldin, 28. 

V o l l r a t h  was walking Mrs. Mauldin t o  h e r  car when h e r  husband appeared and s h o t  t h e  two 
before t u r n i n g  t h e  gun on h i m s e l f .  

V o l l r a t h ,  known by f r i e n d s  as a f i n e  C h r i s t i a n  young man, was b e l i e v e d  t o  be c o u n s e l i n g  
Mrs. Mauldin on h e r  marital problems t h a t  evening.  She had moved out o f  t h e  a o u p l e ' s  
u n i v e r s i t y  apar tment  abou t  a month ago. 

It was r e p o r t e d  V o l l r a t h  had met Mrs. Mauldin and a f r i e n d  f o r  the first time S a t u r d a y  
evening and after a stop a t  a r e s t a u r a n t ,  t h e  two went t o  h i s  apar tment  t o  watch television and 
talk. D A R e 4 ~ - C A R ~ ~ ~  ~ ' J B R ~ ~ \  
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" J e r r y  was t h e  t y p e  o f  s t u d e n t  t o  t h i n k  of o t h e r s  and t r y  and be a f r i e n d , "  sa id  Eddie  
E n ~ l e ,  RSU d i r e c t o r  f o r  East Texas. " J e r r y ' s  roommates were a t  home when he  and Lisa a r r i v e d ,  
and knowing J e r r y  as  I do,  I know he was t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  her."  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  appointment as a BSU summer miss ionary ,  V o l l r a t h  was a l s o  chairman of 
t h e  BSU summer mi.ssions committee,  a c t i v e  i n  l o c a l  m i s s i o n  p r o j e c t s ,  a Sunday s c h o o l  l e a d e r  a t  
F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Commerce, member of t h e  c o l l e g e  c h o i r ,  a v a r s i t y  c h e e r l e a d e r  on campus 
and a computer s c i e n c e  major on t h e  d e a n t s  l ist.  

--3o-- 

Rura l  Churches S t r e n g t h  
O f  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Convention By J. Lawrence Westbury 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
3/13/84 

OXFORD, Miss. (BP)--Rural churches, u n f a i r l y  s t e r e o t y p e d  as backward and r e s i s t a n t  t o  
change,  a r e  much more p r o g r e s s i v e  t h a n  most i n d i v i d u a l s  assume, p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  a Church i n  
R u r a l  America symposium have been t o l d .  

The three-day g a t h e r i n g ,  sponsored  by t h e  Rural-Urban Miss ion  Department of t h e  Sou thern  
B a p t i s t  Home Miss ion Board, brought  t o g e t h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Convention 
a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  and l o c a l  churches  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  i s s u e  of t h e  r u r a l  c h u r c h ' s  m i n i s t r y  i n  
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  America. 

Rober t  Wiley, a s s o c i a t e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  depar tment ,  set  t h e  t o n e  by d i s p e l l i n g  t h e  view o f  
r u r a l  c h u r c h e s  as a n t i q u a t e d  and o u t  of touch w i t h  contemporary m i n i s t r y .  

Drawing on f a c t s  from t h e  1981 Uniform Church L e t t e r ,  t h e  A t l a n t a  r e s i d e n t  c i t e d  s t u d i e s  
which revealed one- th i rd  of t h e  c o n v e n t i o n t s  Sunday s c h o o l  members are e n r o l l e d  i n  r u r a l  
churches  which a l s o  account  f o r  a t h i r d  o f  t h e  denominat ion 's  annua l  bapt isms.  

"They a r e  b a p t i z i n g  more peop le  o u t  of fewer p o s s i b l e  c a n d i d a t e s  because  o f  t h e  less  
popula ted  a r e a s  i n  which t h e y  m i n i s t e r l t t  he exp la ined .  "More than  55 p e r c e n t  o f  new people 
e n r o l l e d  i n  Sunday s c h o o l  las t  y e a r  were e n r o l l e d  by t h o s e  same r u r a l  churches .  They are not 
as weak as we are sometimes l e d  t o  be l i eve . lq  

Too o f t e n  r u r a l  c h u r c h e s  ( w i t h  300 o r  fewer  members i n  a p o p u l a t i o n  a r e a  of 2,500 o r  less) 
are cons idered  t h e  r u n t  o f  t h e  l i t t e r  by t h e  l a r g e r  urban churches  when t h e y  a r e  a c t u a l l y  t h e  
s t r e n g t h  of t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Convention,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  were t o l d .  The 22,260 r u r a l  churches  
a r e  e l i g ib l e  f o r  44,520 messengers  a t  t h e  annual  SRC meet ing,  h e  po in ted  o u t .  

"We are  a conven t ion  o f  small c h u r c h e s l f t  Wiley 3ai.d. "Nearly 67 p e r c e n t ,  o r  1 ,320 
churches  i n  t h e  one-to-forty-nine-member c a t e g o r y ,  a r e  1-ocated i n  extreme r u r a ,  a r e a s . "  

' I ' t l r .  m i  :~~~r~( lr?r$:~t , : in( j i  ng r-r:;ii:h(?:~ t,o tht: tlcr~om i naC  1 orla 1. Level wht?r*e t h e  SBCt s programs and 
approaches  a l so  f a i l  t o  g r a s p  t h e  s p e c i a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  small, r u r a l  church ,  Royce Rose,  
d i r e c t o r  o f  independent  s t u d i e s  f o r  t h e  Seminary E x t e r n a l  Educa t ion  D i v i s i o n ,  s a i d .  

Rose,  who wrote  h i s  d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n  on t h e  small r u r a l  church ,  s a i d  a r e c e n t  s t u d y  
showed "a s i g n i f i c a n t  f a i l u r e  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  denomination t o  unders tand t h e  small r u r a l  
church.  The primary a r e a s  o f  misunders tand ing  were t h e  i n t e n s e  p e r s o n a l  n a t u r e  of t h o s e  
churches ,  t h e  primacy of  worship i.n t h o s e  churches  and t h e  c o n s i s t e n t  p a t t e r n  o f  i n t e r -  
g e n e r a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  church func t ions . l l  

Royce charged t h e  SBC, " i n  i ts  i n f a t u a t i o n  wi th  time management, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  g o a l s ,  
p l a n s  and change r u n s  c o u n t e r  t o  t he  n a t u r e  and concerns  of lay l e a d e r s  i n  smal l  r u r a l  
churches .  The d e n o m i n a t i o n l s  p reoccupa t ion  wi th  change seems t o  s a y  t o  t h e  s m a l l  r u r a l  church 
'you  must set g o a l s  and grow i n  number and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e t - - y o u  must become a l a r g e  
c:hurch t o  be adequa te  and v i s i b l e . t t  

David Ray, a bi-vocational pastor of Congrega t iona l  Church i n  Warwick, Mass., exp la ined  
c u l t u r e l s  b i a s  a g a i n s t  a n y t h i n g  s m a l l ,  r a n g i n g  from tomatoes  t o  houses ,  and n o t e d ,  l lSize is t h e  
y a r d s t i c k  f o r  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  o u r  soc ie ty . l l  

--more-- 
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But c i t i n g  s c r i p t u r a l  p a r a l l e l s ,  t h e  do r the rn  m i n i s t e r  said' God cons t an t ly  worked wi th  
smal l  groups f o r  mighty t a s k s  and pointed ou t  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  I s r a e l  was a cyc l e  of a people 
growing l a r g e r  and l a r g e r ,  groups becoming more prosperous and less f a i t h f u l ,  u n t i l  they 
dec l ined  with a smal l  remnant emerging wi th  a renewed f a i t h  i n  God. 

"Members of sma l l  churches a r e  more r e g u l i r  i n  a t tendance  and g iv ing  than t h e i r  l a r g e r  
coun te rpa r t s .  They are t h e  r i g h t  size t o  do what God wants them t o  do, without  apology," Ray, 
p a s t o r  of  a 70-member church, i n s i s t e d ,  

The number of r u r a l  Southern B a p t i s t  churches and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f ac ing  those  churches has  
no t  changed s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  t h e  last 50 y e a r s ,  accord ing  t o  James Lewis, d i r e c t o r  of  
a s s o c i a t i o n a l  missions d i v i s i o n ,  Home Mission Board. 

Southern B a p t i s t s t  22,000 r u r a l  churches of  today, l i k e  t hose  of  1 9 3 0 ~ ~  a r e  responding t o  
concerns of  self image, changing community, l e a d e r s h i p  t r a i n i n g ,  s tewardsh ip  and economy. T h i s  
p r e s e n t s  a cha l lenge  t o  denominational l e a d e r s  t o  "cap ture  t h e  energy and imaginat ion of t h e  
tremendous people  and f i n a n c i a l  resources*  i n  r u r a l  America, he  s a i d .  

Dale Holloway, n a t i o n a l  c o n s u l t a n t  of b ivoca t iona l  m i n i s t r i e s ,  HMB, t o l d  t h e  group 
Southern B a p t i s t ' s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of p a s t o r s  may no t  be i n  harmony wi th  Godts  plan.  He repor ted  
a p ropor t i ona t e ly  h igh  concen t r a t i on  of  m i n i s t e r s  i n  some a r e a s  s h o r t  changes o the r  a r e a s  with 
g r e a t e r  needs. One min i s t ry  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  r eve r se  t h e  t r end  would be a g r e a t e r  acceptance and 
use of b ivoca t iona l  minis ters-- those who work a fu l l - t ime  s e c u l a r  job while  f u l f i l l i n g  a 
m i n i s t e r i a l  leadership r o l e ,  h e  expla ined .  

Tommy S t a r k e s ,  a s s o c i a t e  p ro fe s so r  of C h r i s t i a n  Missions and World Re l ig ions  a t  New 
Orleans B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary, urged r u r a l  p a s t o r s  t o  cont inue  t h e i r  m i n i s t r i e s  t o  t h e  
poor. Government f i nd ings  show 27 m i l l i o n  Americans l i v e  i n  poverty,  43 percent  of  them i n  t h e  
South, h e  s a i d .  With 85 pe rcen t  of a l l  Southern Baptist churches l oca t ed  i n  that same 
geographic  a r e a ,  t h o s e  congregat ions have a ready-made min i s t ry  t o  reach t h a t  group f o r  Chr i s t .  

"Ninety percent  of t h e  B ib l e  is w r i t t e n  from the view of a weak, poor and oppressed 
people, and h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  B a p t i s t s  have had humble l i f e s t y l e s  and o r i g i n s .  We are the f i r s t  
B a p t i s t s  i n  400 years who a r e  becoming a people of wealth and power--I hope we do not Forget 
our  r u r a l  roots and cease  t o  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  needs of t h e  poor around us , "  he cau t ioned ,  

--3o-- 
(Westbury is  a s s o c i a t e  e d i t o r  of t h e  World Mission Journa l . )  

New York's Metro Church 
To Buy Manhattan Proper ty  By J i m  Newton 

Baptist Press 
3/ 13/84 

NEW YORK (BPI--Metro B a p t i s t  Church has  s igned a c o n t r a c t  t o  buy a church bu i ld ing  i n  t h e  
Times Square a r e a  of Manhattan f o r  $1.75 m i l l i o n ,  and is seeking " c r e a t i v e  f inanc ingm t o  close 
t h e  d e a l  May 1. 

"We couldn ' t  ask f o r  a b e t t e r  l o c a t i o n  or a b e t t e r  bu i ld ing  f o r  t h e  money," sa id  Metro 
Pastor Gene Bolin.  

The bu i ld ing ,  cons t ruc t ed  i n  1912 as a P o l i s h  church, is  now owned by Daytop Village, 
l n c . ,  and used a s  a halfway house f o r  former drug a d d i c t s .  I t  is loca ted  a t  408 West 40th 
S t r e e t  near  Ninth Avenue ad j acen t  t o  t h e  P o r t  Author i ty  bus te rmina l .  

The s i t e  is  fou r  blocks from Times Square ( co rne r  of 42nd and Broadway), one block from a 
proposed merchandise mart ,  and t h r e e  blocks from t h e  new NYC Convention Center.  

If Metro is a b l e  t o  come up with t h e  f i r i a n c i n ~  t o  buy the proper ty ,  i t  w i l l  be t h e  
f u l f i l l m e n t  of a long-time dream f o r  an i d e n t i f i a b l e  Southern Baptist worship center in mid- 
Manhattan, sa id  R, Quinn Pugh, execu t ive  d j r e c t o r  of t h e  B a p t i s t  Convention of New York and 
former execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of  t h e  Met ropol i tan  New York B a p t i s t  Assoc ia t ion ,  

--more-- 
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"Not s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of  S o u t h e r n  Bapt i ' s t  l i f e  i n  New York C i t y  h a s  t h e r e  been a 
c o n g r e g a t i o n  ready i n  its d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  such a h e r c u l e a n  
undertaking, Pugh said. 

Tn a l e t t e r  t o  s e l e c t e d  Sou thern  Baptist p a s t o r s  and l e a d e r s  a s k i n g  f o r  "help  i n  s e c u r i n g  
t h i s  p r o p e r t y , "  Pugh wro te ,  "Without h e s i t a t i o n ,  I commend t o  you t h i s  u r g e n t  need of t h e  Metro 
Rnpt,ixt Church f o r  your  p r a y e r f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n . "  

Hol ln  s a id  he and other church l e a d e r a  had been i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  s e v e r a l  p a s t o r s  of key SBC 
c k ~ l r ~ c h e n ,  and by mid-March, ijl m o . s t  $500,000 i . ~ \  ! been p l e d g e d ,  most Ln 1 ong-term comrnl tments .  

Metro is s e e k i n g  t o  raise $200,000 from among i ts  own members. B o l i n  s a i d  h e  hopes o t h e r  
more a f f l u e n t  c h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  SBC w i l l  respond t o  t h e  dream, and t h a t  by t h e  c l o s i n g  d a t e  on 
May 1 ,  t h e  church  w i l l  have r a i s e d  $1 m i l l i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  $875,000 i n  cash .  S e v e r a l  c h u r c h e s  i n  
Texas  and i n  A t l a n t a ,  which is  l i n k e d  t o  New York as a s i s t e r  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  have pledged sums 
r a n g i n g  from $30,000 t o  $50,000 t o  h e l p  Metro buy t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  E o l i n  sa id .  

"This  is a BOLD, Bold Miss ion  T h r u s t  commitment, a n  expression of t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  o u r  
desire t o  r each  urban America f o r  C h r i s t , "  B o l i n  s a i d .  "If Bold Miss ion  Th rus t  ( t h e  SBC1s p l a n  
t o  p roc la im t h e  g o s p e l  t o  e v e r y  pe r son  i.n t h e  world by 2000 AD) is  t o  mean a n y t h i n g ,  i t  must 
i n c l u d e  New York C i t y  as well, and i f  it is t o  mean a n y t h i n g  i n  New York City, i t  must t a k e  
p l a c e  now," B o l i n  s a i d .  

He added when t h e  church moves i n t o  t h e  bui l .d ing,  it w i l l  be long  n o t  j u s t  t o  one 
c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  b u t  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t l a t  Convention.  

Tn s i g n i n g  a c o n t r a c t  to  purchase  t h e  proper ty ,  Metro p u t  down $100,000 i n  e a r n e s t  money. 
R o l l n  sa id  he  and o t h e r  church  members had c o n t a c t e d  f i n a n c l e r s  who would back a l o a n  from a 
commercial l e n d i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n  p rov ided  Metro can prove it  can pay back the  loan. 

The c u r r e n t  owners have agreed  t o  f i n a n c e  $875,000 of t h e  purchase  p r i c e  on a 15 y e a r  
mortgage w i t h  a b a l l o o n  n o t e  a t  t h e  end o f  f i v e  y e a r s ,  s t a r t i n g  a t  13 percent i n t e r e s t .  

Daytap V i l l a g e ,  which owns t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  h a s  outgrown t h e  facility and 13 moving to aeu 
f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  Queens area o f  New York. 

"The b u i l d i n g  is i n  A-plus c o n d i t i o n ,  and we could  move i n  and s t a r t  u s i n g  i t  immediate ly  
w i t h o u t  major remodel ing,"  B o l i n  s a i d .  " A l l  we w i l l  have t o  do is g e t  a p iano  and move i n  
f o l d i n g  c h a i r s .  l' 

C u r r e n t l y ,  Metro B a p t i s t  Church is r e n t i n g  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  of a n  orfice b u i l d i n g  owned by 
M e t r o p o l i t a n  New York B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  on 72nd Street in Upper Manhattan. About 125 a t t e n d  
worship  r e g u l a r l y .  "We have comple te ly  f i l l e d  o u r  c u r r e n t  s p a c e ,  and t h e r e  is no room f o r  t h e  
church  t o  grow," B o l i n  s a i d .  

The c u r r e n t  b u i l d i n g  on 72nd S t r e e t  does  n o t  have a h i g h  v i s i b i l i t y  f a c t o r  and does  n o t  
took l i k e  a church ,  h e  added. 

The former P o l i s h  church ,  however, can  he  seen by 170,000 p e r s o n s  each day,  most  of whom 
r ide  t h e  6 ,000  b u s e s  which go up a ramp t o  t h e  bus t e r m i n a l  from L i n c o l n  Tunnel on ly  one bl-ock 
from t h e  church ,  

B o l i n  s a i d  he  p l a n s  t o  change t h e  large s i g n  which now r e a d s  "Welcome t o  t h e  Big Apple-- 
Daytop Countryw to "Welcome to . . .Southern  Baptist Country.ll 

B o l i n  said t h e  church b u i l d i n g  is o n l y  one b lock  from a Times Square-42nd S t r e e t  
redevelopment p r o j e c t  t h a t  is expec ted  t o  c l e a n  up t h a t  s e c t i o n  o f  Manhattan,  and h e l p  r i d  the 
a r e a  of c r i m e  and i l l i c i t  sex .  

C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  f o u r  churches  i n  t h e  area--two synagogues,  one  C a t h o l i c  and one 
Seventh-day A d v e n t i s t  church--Bolin s a i d .  

--more-- 



Page 5 B a p t i s t  P re s s  

The bu i ld ing  has  a f u l l  basement with a fe l lowship  h a l l  inc lud ing  a t h e a t e r  s t a g e  and 
fully-equipped i n s t i t u t i o n a l  k i t chen .  Bol in  s a i d ' t h e  f a c i l i t y  would enable  Metro t o  expand i ts  
"soup k i t chenn  m i n i s t r y ,  which now ope ra t e s  only on Saturday,  s e r v i n g  about 100 persons each 
week, and develop a community t h e a t e r  min i s t ry .  

The main f l o o r ,  which inc ludes  a balcony fbr a proposed Southern B a p t i s t  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r ,  
would provide space f o r  Metro's s e n i o r  c i t i z e n  min i s t ry  and a sanc tuary  s e a t i n g  600 people.  

The second f l o o r  of t h e  bu i ld ing  would be used f o r  C h r i s t i a n  educat ion space,  re leased-  
time r e l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  pub l i c  school  s t u d e n t s ,  day c a r e  f o r  p reschoolers ,  a medical 
c l i n i c ,  c l o t h e s  c l o s e t ,  and food pant ry ,  Bo l in  s a id .  He added t h e  church hopes t o  develop an 
urban t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r  f o r  seminary s t u d e n t s  i n  coopera t ion  with t h e  denomination. 

The f l o o r  would provide apartments  and dormitory-type rooms f o r  vo lun tee r s ,  US-2 
mis s iona r i e s ,  Mission Se rv i ce  Corps vo lun tee r s ,  seminary i n t e r n s  and s t u d e n t s  involved i n  t h e  
urban t r a i n i n g  cen t e r .  

About 150 beds,  p lu s  s o f a s ,  c h a i r s ,  o f f i c e  equipment, and all fu rn i sh ings  a r e  included i n  
t h e  purchase p r i ce .  

Bol in  s a i d  Metro is committed t o  us ing  t h e  bu i ld ing  as "a t o o l  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  c a r i n g  f o r  
people  o u t s i d e  our  church family,"  and t o  "more e f f e c t i v e l y  seek t h e  wel fa re  of the c i t y . "  
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Church Recrea t ion  Should 
Focus On Evangelism By David Haywood 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
3/ 13/84 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)--Outreach should be t h e  number one goal of a church r e c r e a t i o n  
program, according t o  a r e c e n t  p o l l  of church r e c r e a t i o n  l e a d e r s  and m i n i s t e r s  of educat ion.  

The survey,  sponsored by t h e  B a p t i s t  Sunday School Eoa rd l s  church r e c r e a t i o n  department,  
po l l ed  both fu l l - t ime  m i n i s t e r s  of educa t ion  and m i n i s t e r s  of r e c r e a t i o n  on t h e i r  percept ion  of 
church r ec rea t ion .  A l l  of t h e  more than 100 churches surveyed have a r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t y .  

Min i s t e r s  were asked how they viewed r e c r e a t i o n  i n  an i d e a l  church and then i n  t h e i r  own 
church. 

While both groups agreed out reach  should be t h e  t op  p r i o r i t y ,  t hose  po l led  acknowledged i n  
t h e i r  own churches,  r e c r e a t i o n  a s  an e v a n g e l i s t i c  t o o l  ranked second or t h i r d  behind providing 
r e c r e a t i o n  t o  church members and suppor t ing  church program o rgan iza t ions ,  

llChurches a r e  not  doing as  much recrea t ion- type  evangelism as they th ink  they  should ,"  
sa id  Don Matt ingly,  church r e c r e a t i o n  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s  coord ina tor  who headed t h e  p ro j ec t .  
"They a r e  no t  doing a bad job; i t l s  j u s t  they th ink  they should be doing more. 

"For yea r s  w e  have been saying church r e c r e a t i o n  should support  t h e  programs of the 
church,"  he explained.  "Now we a r e  seeing r e c r e a t i o n  is p lay ing  a suppor t ing  r o l e  i n  t h e  
churches." This  was r a t ed  second and t h i r d  i n  both t h e  i d e a l  s i t u a t i o n  and i n  r e a l i t y .  

T h e  survey was designed t o  h e l p  t h e  church r e c r e a t i o n  department eva lua t e  how e f f e c t i v e l y  
t h e y  a r e  communicating t h e  message church r e c r e a t i o n  should be used t o  reach people and support  
t h e  o rgan iza t ions  of t h e  church. I d e n t i f y i n g  t r e n d s  i n  church r e c r e a t i o n  and o t h e r  s t a f f  
members1 percept ions  of  r e c r e a t i o n  were two o t h e r  goals of  t h e  survey. 

According t o  Matt ingly,  t h e r e  seems t o  be a t rend  toward charging f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  i n  
churches,  a move away from t h e  concept of  r e c r e a t i o n  a s  a min i s t ry .  

"There is a s t r o n g  acceptance of r e c r e a t i o n  f e e s , "  he said. "By p lac ing  a small  f e e  on 
e v e r y t h i n g ,  churches a r e  able t o  decrease  t h e  overhead of ope ra t i ng  a r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t y . "  
One of t h e  churches surveyed had generated more than $30,000 through r e c r e a t i o n  fees .  

--more-- 
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"Some churches have name t a g s  f o r  use Yn t h e i r  r e c r e a t i o n  bu i ld ings , "  explained Mattingly.  
"When you pay f o r  t h e  name t a g  you are r e a l l y  t o  j o i n  t h a t  minis t ry ."  Other churches 
charge f o r  some c l a s s e s  l i k e  ae rob ic s  and c r a f t s  t o  pay f o r  o u t s i d e  i n s t r u c t o r s .  

There was a g r e a t  d i v e r s i t y  among those  s r rveyed  a s  t o  what t h e i r  r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  was 
c a l l e d .  

Names included gymnasium, a c t i v i t i e s  bu i ld ing ,  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  c e n t e r ,  family l i f e  c e n t e r  
and r e c r e a t i o n  bui ld ing .  "This shows t h e r e  a r e  some f i n e  l i n e s  of  misunderstanding i n  t h e  
convention about r ec rea t ion .  Th i s  is pointed ou t  by t h e  va r i ance  i n  what we c a l l  our  
b u i l d i n g s , "  Matt ingly said,  

Another emerging t r end  i d e n t i f i e d  through t h e  survey was more m i n i s t e r s  of  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e  
r e p o r t i n g  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  p a s t o r  than i n  t h e  pas t .  

"Minis te rs  of  r e c r e a t i o n  want acces s  t o  t h e  pas to r , "  s a i d  Matt ingly.  "This r e p r e s e n t s  a 
b e t t e r  understanding o f  what r e c r e a t i o n  can do f o r  t h e  t o t a l  church from a min i s t ry  s t andpo in t  
--reaching people both i n s i d e  and o u t s i d e  t h e  church i n  a s  many ways a s  poss ib le . "  

According t o  Matt ingly,  t h e  information obtained from t h e  survey w i l l  be used t o  propose 
f u t u r e  s t u d i e s  and gene ra t e  a r t i c l e s  f o r  board pub l i ca t i ons  such a s  Church Recrea t ion  
magazine. 
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Miss ionar ies  Apprehensive 
About C u l t  Growth Overseas 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
3/13/84 

RICHMOND, Va. (BPI--Southern B a p t i s t  m i s s iona r i e s  i n  many c o u n t r i e s  overseas  a r e  f i nd ing  
themselves competing with Jehovah 's  Witnesses.  

Miss ionar ies  t a l k  of t h e  fast-growing c u l t  as they do of hunger,  i n f l a t i o n ,  d i s e a s e ,  o r  
overpopulation--as one more o b s t a c l e  t o  evangelism. 

"Down t h e  street and around t h e  world, people a r e  s t a r v i n g  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  he lp , "  s ays  Joe 
Hewitt, a Texas B a p t i s t  p a s t o r  r a i s e d  a Jehovah9s  Witness. "If a C h r i s t i a n  doesn ' t  show up 
soon t o  he lp  them t o  t h e  Bread of L i f e ,  a Jehovah's Witness w i l l  come around with c u l t i s h  
sawdust,  and t h e  s p i r i t u a l l y  hungry w i l l  be f i l l e d ,  but no t  nourished." 

Through persona l  wi tness ing  and group i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  a t  t h e i r  meeting h a l l s ,  Jehovahts  
Witnesses have  b u i l t  an o rgan iza t ion  t h a t ,  i n  many c o u n t r i e s ,  is much larger than B a p t i s t s 1 .  

I n  1982 Jehovah's Witnesses bapt ized  138,540 conve r t s  worldwide, a lmost  as many a s  were 
baptized by overseas  churches r e l a t e d  t o  Southern B a p t i s t  work. That  same year  Jehovah's 
Witnesses claimed almost 45,000 congregat ions worldwide, exceeding Southern B a p t i s t s *  27,000 
churches repor ted  a t  t h e  end of 1982. 

The Witnesses a r e  growing f a s t e s t  i n  Niger ia  and Japa?. I n  Japan 70 pe rcen t  of  t h e  
members a r e  l i s t e d  as "pub l i she r s , "  another  name f o r  a c t i v e  f a i t h  s h a r e r s  who buy ma te r i a l  
p r i n t e d  by t h e  c u l t ' s  Watchtower B ib l e  and Tract Soc i e ty  t o  e i t h e r  resell o r  d i s t r i b u t e  free of 
charge. The s o c i e t y  has w r i t t e n ,  among o t h e r  t h ings ,  i ts  own ve r s ion  of t h e  Bible .  I t  is 
called t h e  New World T r a n s l a t i o n  of the  Holy S c r i p t u r e s .  

While Southern B a p t i s t s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  have aff i rmed freedom of religion for  a l l  groups, 
inc lud ing  Jehovahls  Witnesses,  t h a t  s t a n c e  must be, balanced with t h e  d e s i r e  t o  preserve  
C h r i s t i a n  doc t r i ne .  And Jehovah's Witness b e l i e f s  a r e  no t  C h r i s t i a n  ones. 

J e h o v a h * ~  Witnesses r e j e c t  t h e  T r l n i t y ,  deny t h e  d e i t y  of C h r i s t  and misquote t h e  B ib l e  t o  
prove d e s t r u c t i o n  is imminent f o r  everyone except  themselves. 

--more-- 
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Begun in the late 1800s when Charles Taze Russell organized a Bible study class near 
Pittsburgh, the cult is exhibiting much the same persistence in faith sharing that produced the 
foundations on which Baptists now build. 

"The Baptists of the early period had thesame type of explosive growth the Witnesses are 
experiencing today," missionary William L. Wagner says of the cult's growth in West Germany. 

Wagner he1 i e v m  Jehovahla Wi t;ne,?ses have rnr~ist,ercd gain hecause they have adopted mettlo~i?! 
Baptists once used. In his book, "New Move Forward in Europe: Growth Patterns of German- 
S[)e;ikIng Raptists in Europe," Wagner lists :rc- -:ral. reasons for gain in Europe common to early 
B a p t i s t s  as well as present-day Jehovah's Witnesses. 

Among them are a strategy using laymen as missionaries, an anti-establishment image and 
person-to-person evangelism with tracts. Jehovahls Witnesses1 theology, however, differs 
greatly from that of Baptists, and it has brought grief to Baptists repeatedly when coupled 
with an aggressive overseas missions program. 

wJehovahls Witnesses can cause problems for Baptists, since sometimes people confuse the 
two,ll says Maurice Smith, an interfaith specialist for the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board. 
"They have a limited missionary strategy--they use the same approach everywhere, which brings 
them into conflict with the culture and, in some countries, with the government." 

For example, the Jehovah's Witnessest belief that Satan controls all government has 
created friction with leaders Tn many countries. Tn some countries, a resultant distaste for 
mlnslonarles hag hindered Baptint efforts to secure work permits. 

But at times the movement has been even a more direct nuisance to Baptist work. 

Missionary Lee Baggett reports during a 1982 Billy Graham crusade in Mexlco City, 
Jehovah's Witnesses were amon& those distributing printed material designed to mimic the 
crusade's evangelistic literature. 

And in Zambia, missionary Tom Waddill says it is not unusual to find organized groups of 
Jehovah's Witnesses even in the remotest areas. One byproduct of such ppesence is that some of 
the cult's doctrine has found its way into the Christian church, 

In Toulouse, France, Christian evangelicals have been forced to abandon door-to-door 
witnessing. "If you go door to door,ll says missionary Frank "TW Thomas, wpaople say you're 
either a Mormon or a Jehovah's Witness, and you're automatically identified that way." 

Thomas grew a beard, wears turtleneck shirts and stays away from navy blue raincoats to 
avoid being mistaken for a Jehovah's Witness, Mormon missionary or any other cult member. 

In Guatemala, missionary Helen Hardeman takes the Jehovah's Witnesses movement very 
seriously. "Our challenge for the future will not be only bringing non-believers to Christ, 
but also refuting the false doctrines of the cults," she says. 

"They are very active. We'd better recognize their threat and be prepared," 
--3o-- 

(condensed from January 1984 issue of The Commission, the Foreign Mission Board's magazine) 
(BP) photo mailed to state Baptist newspapers by Richmond bureau of Baptist Press 

Four Men Named 
AI-umni Of The Year 

Baptist Press 
3/13/84 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (0P)--A pastor, a missionary, an educator and an evangelism leader have 
been named Alumni of the Year at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. 

Alumni Advisory Council annol~nced as recipients Hoyt Blnckwell, Robert L, Lindsey, Parul 
A .  Meigs and H. Franklin Paschall. 

--more-- 
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Blackwel l ,  class of 1928, i s  t h e  r e t i r e d  p r e s i d e n t  of &rs H i J l  Col lege;  Lindsey,  c l a s s  of 
1943, i s  a v e t e r a n  Southern  B a p t i s t  miss ionary  t o  Israel;  Meigs, class of 1935, is r e t i r e d  
d i r e c t o r  o f  evangel ism and miss ion ,  F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  Convention and P a s c h a l 1  i s  t h e  former  
pas to r  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, N a s h v i l l e ,  Tenn., and a 1949 g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e  seminary.  

According t o  We3 Wilkinson,  d i r e c t o r  o f  a l d h n i  affairs and annua l  g i v i n g  a t  Sou thern ,  t h e  
f o u r  men were chosen f o r  t h e  honor from n e a r l y  75 nominees, They j o i n  49 o t h e r s  who have 
r e c e i v e d  t h e  award s i n c e  i ts i n c e p t i o n  i n  1972. 

Wilkinson added t h e  men w i l l  b e  recognlnrd  and p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  p laques  a t  Southern  
Seminary l s  a n n u a l  Alumni and F r i e n d s  luncheon, June 13 a t  t h e  H y a t t  Regency H o t e l  i n  Kansas 
C i t y ,  Mo. The luncheon is h e l d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Convention,  

--3o-- 

Bui ld ing  'Home-Made1 E l e v a t o r ,  
B a p t i s t  Layman Lends A Helping Hand By E l s i e  T a y l o r  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
3/13/84 

RIVERTON, Ill. (BP)--In 1975, 17-year-old Richard  B l a k l e y  Jr., was p a r a l y z e d  i n  a swimming 
a c c i d e n t .  

S ix  y e a r s  later ,  Glen E. S t a n t o n ,  a member of R i v e r t o n  B a p t i s t  Chapel and long t ime  
ne ighbor  of t h e  BlakZey fami1y;was r e a d i n g  a newspaper and saw a n  ad  which r e a d ,  llHelp me. 
I1m i n  a whee lcha i r  i n  a basement and c a n ' t  g e t  u p ~ t a i r s . ~  S t a n t o n ,  a m a c h i n i s t ,  answered t h e  
ad  and d i s c o v e r e d  it was a d o c t o r  needing a n  e l e v a t o r  f o r  h i s  son. S t a n t o n  o f f e r e d  t o  b u i l d  
one,  b u t  t h e  d o c t o r  purchased a r e a d y - b u i l t  one. 

"1 j u s t  had R i c h a r d  on my mind a l l  t h e  time and wanted t o  do something f o r  him b u t  I had 
n e v e r  thought  of b u i l d i n g  a n  e l e v a t o r  s o  he cou ld  g e t  d o w n s t a i r s  u n t i l  I answered t h a t  ad," 
S t a n t o n  said. "1 d i d  a l o t  of p r a y i n g  and asked t h e  Lord t o  h e l p  me. When I asked t h e  
B l a k l e y s  t o  l e t  me b u i l d  t h e  e l e v a t o r ,  t h e y  agreed." 

S t a n t o n  s u p p l i e d  most o f  t h e  p a r t s ,  a d a p t i n g  p a r t s  from au tomobi les  and a i r p l a n e s  and even 
a p i e c e  o f  a saw blade .  B l a k l e y  needed l a r g e  b u t t o n s  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  e l e v a t o r  because  o f  h i s  
l i m i t e d  u s e  o f  h i s  f i n g e r s ,  so  S t a n t o n  used two l a r g e  b u t t o n s  from a n  Atari game, When h e  
c o u l d n l t  f i n d  t h e  p roper  s ize h o i s t ,  h e  b u i l t  one. 

He finished t h e  e l e v a t o r  so Rlakley c o u l d  have it for Chr i s tmas  i n  1983, Blak ley  
celebrated by i n v i t i n g  f r i e n d s  o v e r  f o r  a New Year's Eve pa r ty  i n  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  area of t h e  
basement. 

The e l e v a t o r  is equipped w i t h  a t e l e p h o n e ,  and i n  c a s e  of power f a i l u r e ,  can  be hand 
opnrnt-ed w i  th a crank. 

"Mrs. Blak ley  s a i d  I cou ld  p u t  a p laque  i n  t h e  e l e v a t o r  wi th  my f a v o r i t e  B i b l e  v e r s e ,  
P roverbs  3:5-6," S t a n t o n  s a i d ,  "1 d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  a n y t h i n g  h a s  g i v e n  me t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  
b u i l d i n g  t h i s  e l e v a t o r  has." 

Blak ley ,  now 25, a t t e n d e d  L i n c o l n  Land Community C o l l e g e  and earned  a d e g r e e  i n  a c c o u n t i n g  
from Sangamon State University i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  111. 

He does  some a c c o u n t i n g  a t  home, b u t  is look ing  f o r  employment as a n  accountan t .  S f  h e  
isn't s u c c e s s f u l  i n  f i n d i n g  a job,  h e  may open a n  o f f i c e  a t  home. 
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H e a r t  D i s e a s e ,  Cancer 
C1ai.m Most SBC L i v e s  By Ray F u r r  

B a p t i s t  Press 
311 3/84 

DALLAS (BP)--Heart d i s e a s e  and c a n c e r  rank as the  l e a d i n g  ki l lers  of Southern  B a p t i s t  
ministers and denominational personnel according t o  stat is t ics  released by the Southern Baptist 
Annuity Board. 

--more-- 
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Seven ty- th ree  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  323 d e a t h s  recorded  by t h e  boarh i n  1983 were a t t r i b u t e d  t o  
h e a r t  r e l a t e d  i l l n e s s e s  and cancer .  Death caused by h e a r t  d i s e a s e  and mal func t ions  i n c r e a s e d  
t o  181 o v e r  155 i n  1982. Heart a t t a c k s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  147 o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s .  Deaths  r e l a t e d  t o  
c a n c e r  i n c r e a s e d  by 12 o v e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  t o  56. 

* 
R e s p i r a t o r y  f a i l u r e  c la imed 20 l i v e s ,  14 d e a t h s  were a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a c c i d e n t s ,  and 13 

d e a t h s  were caused by s t r o k e s ,  

The remaining c a u s e s  o f  d e a t h  t o t a l s  i n c l u d e  leukemia,  8; pneumonia, s u i c i d e ,  b lood c l o t s ,  
and n a t u r a l  c a u s e s ,  5 each ;  tumors,  4 ;  hemorrbsging and h e p a t i t i s ,  2 each ;  and h y p e r t e n s i o n ,  
d i a b e t e s  and k idney  f a i l u r e  each c la imed one l i fe .  

The t o t a l s  r e f l e c t  d e a t h  o f  m i n i s t e r s  and denomina t iona l  employees who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  
b o a r d ' s  r e t i r e m e n t  programs. One hundred f o u r t e e n  d i e d  i n  a c t i v e  s e r v i c e  w h i l e  209 d i e d  i n  
r e t i r e m e n t .  

--3o-- 

Mountain Outreach Hammers 
Away A t  Housing Needs By S h e r r i  Anthany 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
311 3/84 

CANADATOWN, Ky.(BP)--Because o f  t h e  ha rd  work, d e d i c a t i o n  and enormous commitment of a 
g roup  of Kentucky c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e  Canada f a m i l y  i s  now s e t t l e d  i n  a brand new house. 

The Canadas, a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n ,  live i n  t h e  Appalachian mountains of 
Kentucky where unemployment is a fact of l i f e .  Boarded coal mines over look t h e i r  v a l l e y ,  
s e r v i n g  as s i l e n t  r eminders  of b e t t e r  days. 

R u t  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  problems t h a t  mass unemployment b r i n g s ,  t h e  people  who l i v e  h e r e  are 
r e l u c t a n t  t o  leave.  J i m  Wilson,  d i r e c t o r  o f  s t u d e n t  m i n i s t r i e s  a t  nearby Cumberland C o l l e g e ,  
e x p l a i n e d  why: "Their  s u p p o r t  sys tem is Canadatown." 

R e s i d e n t s  of Canadatown have l e a r n e d  t o  cope w i t h  p o v e r t y  and its a t t e n d a n t  problems in 
c r e a t i v e  ways. Gera ld  Canada b u i l t  h i s  f a m i l y ' s  f i r s t  home. L inda  Canada r e c a l l e d  h i s  work 
w i t h  p r i d e .  "Gerald b u i l t  t h a t  house h i m s e l f .  He hauled wood from t r a s h  p i l e s  and homes t h a t  
weren ' t  used anymore. We d i d n ' t  spend a dime b u i l d i n g  i t  ' c a u s e  we d i d n ' t  have a dime t o  
spend. l1 

Responding t o  this kind of  dogged d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and the c r u s h i n g  needa of t h e  a r e a ,  
s t u d e n t s  from nearby Cumberland C o l l e g e  formed Mountain Outreach.  With h e l p  from m i s s i o n  teams 
a s s i g n e d  by t h e  Home Miss ion  board,  Mountain Outreach b u i l t  f i v e  houses  f o r  needy families 
d u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  1983. 

F o r  homes b u i l t  a t  a n  a v e r a g e  c o s t  of $2,500-$3,500, r e c i p i e n t s  of homes must pay t h e  c o s t  
o f  materials w i t h  a 20-year,  i n t e r e s t - f r e e  l o a n  from Mountain Outreach.  

Groups t h a t  work w i t h  Mountain Outreach are r e q u i r e d  t o  bring $2,000 f o r  m a t e r i a l s  and 
supp ly  t h e i r  own room and board. Teenagers  from F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, E l l i s v i l l e ,  Ma., he lped  
Mountain Outreach v o l u n t e e r s  b u i l d  t h e  l a s t  two homes, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Canadas., 

"Our k i d s  were used t o  t@lamour '  t o u r s , "  s a i d  S k i p  Lloyd,  youth  d i r e c t o r  a t  t h e  church,  
"They'd go on a c h o i r  t o u r ,  sing a c o n c e r t  i n  t h e  evening and spend the i r  days i n  S i l v e r  Dollar 
C i t y ,  T h i s  y e a r  I wanted them t o  see and e x p e r i e n c e  r n i s ~ i o n s . ~  

Lloyd c o n t a c t e d  E s t h e r  Burroughs i n  t h e  HMBts s p e c i a l  m i s s i o n  m i n i s t r i e s  depar tment  and 
she sugges ted  t h e y  work w i t h  Mountain Outreach.  S a i d  Burroughs,  ''1 encourage youth  l e a d e r s  t o  
b a l a n c e  t h e i r  programs between a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  g i v e  something t o  k i d s  and a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  
r e q u i r e  something of k ids . "  

She c o n t i n u e d ,  "When we r e q u i r e  something of peop le ,  t h e y  grow. Some day t h e s e  k i d s  w i l l  
be a d u l t s  i n  o u r  churches .  I want them t o  have a v i s i o n  f o r  m i s ~ i o n s . ~  

--more-- 
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In Canadatown, the Ellisville group quickly Yearned to pound nails, mix concrete and saw 
wood. For six days, they ate bologna sandwiches and drank Kool-Aid, often sharing with 
community children who came to watch the construction. 

Team member Barb Olano, with one dust-coveFed child in her arms and two others hanging to 
her blue jeans, confided, "When I first got here, I was real worried about my fingernails." 
She glanced at her chipped, broken nails; the rasberry polish was almost gone. "You know what? 
They don't matter." 

On the last day in Canadatown, the Elliu~ille youth turned down the chaperonels suggestion 
of quitting early for a swim party. They wanted to work as long as they could. 

Rut theIr new-found commitment didn't end there. A t  Christmas, a group returned to 
Canadatown bringing clothes and toys for the friends they had made during the summer. 

Lloyd observed, "As trite as it sounds, today these kids have a different view of life 
than when they arrived at Canadatown." 

For Robert Day, a Cumberland College student who helped begin Mountain Outreach, that 
d l  fferent view of life rai-ses a big question. llHow much do f ,sacrifice for those lesa 
Cortunate than T ? "  he asked thou~htfu1,ly. "1 don't know the answer, but I do know that I could 
sell everything I have, move out here, live as they do, but it wouldn't be the same: because I 
could leave. " 

-30-- 
(Anthony is editorial assistant in the HMB1s evangelism section. ) 

B a p t i s t  Professor 
Learns To 'Think1 Jewish By Norman Jameson 

Baptist  Press 
3/ 13/84 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)--Charles Ashby finds new comfort in the Old Testament prophets 
since his sabbatic education with Ahavath Sholom Synagogue last fall. 

Ashby, assistant professor of foundations of education at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, researched the educational process of the Jewish home and 
synagogue, an important system, "because everything they do is education." 

In the process, he was voted admission into a "women onlyw class, attended bar mitzvahs, 
basic Judaism classes for potential converts, and meetings of staff, faculty, boards and 
educational committees. 

l l t !  W:I:I Ilug#cd t r r i L i l  he hurl,, kisacd to embarrassment and fed like a feedlot steer. He 
gained 10 pounds, a hundred friends and insight into the Jewish mind that turned illuminating 
beams into the pages of the Old Testament. 

"The prophets were not so much foretellers as they were !fourth1 tellers," Ashby said, 
"I1ve heard that all my life but never realized until now what all my teachers were trying to 
tell me. Itls forcing me to keep them (prophets) within the context of their times, instead of 
reading things back into the Old Testament from the perspective of the New Testament.'f 

The experience has not changed Ashby's concept of the New Testament "and it won't," he 
said. Rut neither has his presence and influence changed his Jewish friendsv minds about the 
New Testament. 

"They believe the righteous of all nations will have part in the world to come," Ashby 
explntned. "They have no problem w i t h  us believing in Jesus as long as we don't try to force 
ollrS be1 ieT:3 on t,hem, and they won' t try to force Judaism on us." . 

--more-- 
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Ashby admi t t  d some early t ens ions  a t ' t h e  synagogue, "goingaround with one eyebrow r a i s e d  
on the  p a r t  of a l o t  of them. They j u s t  d id  not  t r u s t  C h r i s t i a n s ,  f o r  a l o t  of h i s t o r i c a l  
reasons,1t h e  s a i d .  "Their  i d e a  of a C h r i s t i a n  was r a n t i n g  and rav ing  and but tonholing.  We've 
g o t t e n  around t h a t  now." 

Rabbi Izakson, Ashbyls p r o j e c t  mentor, hgs  spoken s e v e r a l  semesters  i n  Ashby's c l a s s e s  a t  
Southwestern. He is "open and honest and the, s t u d e ~ t s  love  him. He wants me t o  understand 
more about Judaism and he wants t o  undsratand more about C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  Ashby aays. 

I # , .  

One understanding Ashby gained what' 'it'is l f k e  t o  be i n  the minority.  He says he is 
t r y i n g  his b e s t  t o  th ink  as a Jew.' "w~vtSti 'how I c&h myaelf, wi th  t h i n g s  I see i n  t h e  
newspaper or read elsewhere o r  hear ,  t h ink ing  what my a t t i t u d e  would be i f  I were a Jew, even 
a t  t h e  po in t  of reading  Scr ip ture ."  

Ashby s a i d  s i n c e  t h e  Jews incorpora ted  Sunday school  i n t o  t h e i r  educa t iona l  system two 
decad s ago, t hey  have been doing what Southern B a p t i s t s  have done s i n c e  the  beginning of 
Sunday school;  t hey  have r e l ega t ed  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  upbringing o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e  synagogue 
school and s a i d  IHere, you teach them,' regardless of what they  see, hear and obs r v e  a t  horn . 

"In so much a s  I can  te l l ,  Cod has  given t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  r e l i g i o u s  upbringing t o  t h e  
parents .  I d o n l t  know of any point  where t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was taken back by God and given 
t o  the  church o r  anybody else," Ashby said. 

--3o-- 
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