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FOR TMMXDIATE RELEASE 

KANSAS CITY, Mo., June 10--Arson is  the suspected cause of a Saturday hotel  

f i r e  here that gutted the roam of four Southern Baptist Conventian news room peraon- 

ne l  in town for the 127th annual meeting of the denomination, police sa id  Sunday. 

An arson investigator for the Kansas City police department questioned the 

four, a l l  women, following the late afternoon blaze that apparently started on a 

bed i n  the 15th-floor roam of the Americana Hotel, at Wyandatte and 13th Streets ,  . 
one block from Bartle Convention Center where the three day convention starts 

Tuesday. 

No aeriaus injuries were reported, although a private security guard and a 

Vnnsas City policeman suffered from minor make inhalation, f i r e  department spok s- 

man Joseph D. Galett i ,  said. 

Each of the women--Faye Byrnesand her daughter, Serena Wilkinson, both of the 

Nashville,Tennessee, area. Gaye Eichler  of Dallas, Texas, and Vem Myers of Fort 

Worth, Texas--denied emphatically leaving anything on the bed that could have 

started the b laze .  None of them was in the room when the fire broke out at about 

4:15 p.m. 

Galett i  sa id  all 350 guests i n  the 500-room f a c i l i t y  were safely evacuated 

wlthaut incident. He sa id  11 f i r e  companies responded to  the f irst  alarm a t  4:24 p.m. 

and that the f irst  firemen on the 15th f loor  found one of the beds i n  Roam 1520 

ablaze. But: the fire was confined t o  that room, he added, with l imi t ed  smoke damage 

to ocher rooms on the f loor .  

The four women were moved to  a room onthe 14th floor, as were other guests, 

including some messengers t o  the'convention. 

Arson is suspected,  police explained, because about $400 cash and other oer- 

sonal effects were missing from charred purses and pocketbooks found In the debris. 

As of midday Sunday, hare1 o f f i c i a l s  had not allowed the women t o  inspect the room 

and were described by the victims as "generally uncooperative." 

Red Cross personnel provfded immediate assistance,  however, including a cash 

voucher far each of the women to buy clothing. 

Two other 15th floor guests, veteran Southern B a p t i s t  foreign missionaries 

Charles and Indy Whitten, of Equatorial Guinea, escaped by crawling along the 

corridor through smoke so thick "we couldn't see a thing," They were napping 

*.hen the first fire alarm sounded and turned on the television set, thinking the 

alarm was for a tornado. ('The Kansas C i t y  area has been the s i te  for three days 

of intense storms and the c i t y  was under a tornado watch the afternoon and evening 

of the fire.) 

-more- 
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After opening the* door and seeing no smoke, Whitten went back i n t o  the 

room and called the hotel  operator, who advised him t o  leave immediately and use 

the staixway. When he opened the door the second time, ha said, the ha l l  was 

filled with make, They crawled t o  one end of the hall but could not f i n d  the 

stairway, Whitten said. They then returned t o  their room, where the operatar told 

them a second the to leave. This t i m e ,  after crawling t o  the other and of the 

h a l l .  they found the exit door and walked safely down 15 flights of stairs to 

saf ety . 
The Whittens' escape was complicated by the fact that Mrs. Whitten's right leg 

i s  in an ankle cast, the result of a broken foot. Zn the frantic moments before 

they reached safety and fresh air at the 15th-floor stairway, she sa id  her thought 

W a s ,  "I really hate about not going to Guinea." After spending 36 years in Argen- 

tina and Spain, the Wttens  are scheduled to depart shortly for Equatorial Guinea. 

A 2lst-floor guest, SBC Stewardship Camission executive James Powell 06 

Nashrille, sa id  smoke between the 15th and 21st flaaxs was so intense that guests 

on his floor seeking t o  flee down stairways were forced t o  retreat. They end d 
up facing a padlocked door on the 28th floor. On their second try down, a l l  escaped, 

Powel l  sa id .  He sa id  one fireman encouraged h i m  as he fought h i s  way through the 

smoke te l l ing  h i m ,  "You can make it .'I 

Shsryl Churchill, Bapt i s t  Young Women consultant for the Woman's Mssionary 

Union of Birmingham, Alabama, and a 16th-floor guest, reported that all guests on 

her floor evacuated "with no problem, 'I 

By Stan Hastey--3 p.m. Sunday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE REL &WS 
Women in Ministry, S,B,C. 

KANSAS CITY, June 10--Opposition t o  women in ministry can be expected but 
it w i l l  not deter Southern Bapt i s t  women from pursuing God'a call to vocation 
ministry, a Southern Baptist woman pastor said Saturday, 

Lynda Weaver-Williams, co-pastor of Goshen Baptist Church in Goshen, 
Ky., t o l d  more than 125 Southern Baptist men and women that opposition to women 
in professional ministerial roles has reached an a l l - the  high in the Southern 
Baptist Convention and that SBC woman ministers can expect further opposition 
during the 127th annual meeting of the denomination which starts a three-day run 
'fueeday at Bartle Convention Center. 

Weaver-Williams, addressing the second annual meeting of Women in Ministry, 
S.B.C., one of a half-dozen Baptist meetings preceding the SBC predicted SBC 
messengers t h i s  week w i l l  face motions demanding Southern Baptist institutions 
"not hire any ordained women or their husbands" and resolutions calling on 
SBC churches to "withhold fellowship from any church which has ordained women 
a8 ministers or deacons." 

But attempta to thwart increased opportunities for women ministers in 
SBC life do not lessen women's reaponsibil ittes to answer God's call to vaca- 
tional ministry, Weaver-Williams reminded. 

"There is a sense of belonging to (God) that no one can take from us. No 
amount: of lop-sided scriptural interpretation, no vote of resolution or 
parlimentary procedure can take away Southern Bapt i s t  women's sense of "divine 
election." 

Weaver-William8 noted that Southern Baptist women in ministry face 
opposition from all avenues of SBC life, 

"There are lots of people who are against us: men who think we want too 
much too soon; women who chink we don't want enough," she explained. "There 
are people who, in general, think our timing is wrong, our motives and atrategi s 
misguided, our approach too masculine or feminine. And then there are folks who 
just think we're seeking not so much the kingdom as our own interests," She added 
that opposition comes from without and within her group. 

But, she maintained, Southern Baptist women in ministry "are not demanding 
our rights or asaertfng our freedom. We are simply asking far the opportunity 
to exercise our gifts. In the name of the One who blessed us with g i f t s ,  we 
only want a chance to do what we've been called to do," 

The Kentucky preacher stated that she had received some "hate mail" regard- 
ing her role as a paator. The 24-question "test" charged that: women we're 
unfit for "priestly" service, but Weaver-Williams asserted the letter will not 
deter her from following God's call to be a pastor. 

II Ae Southern Baptist women and men, we have always depended upon God's 
call ing as the criterion Ear ministty,It she recalled. "we are nat called for 
our choice personalities, abilities or talents. We are chosen by God's good 
grace. 'I 

--more-- 



Adding that standards for success in the ministry have been set by men, 
Weaver-Williams challenged all Southern Baptists to re-think convention models 
for success t o  include a l l  people who answer God's call to ministry. 

"We must remind ourselves," she explained, "that the standards for 
ministry are set  by no one other than the Lord God." 

Weaver-Williams noted that "in the midst of protest surrounding the issue 
of women in ministry, there are some women and men who are trying t o  follow 
J sus, not for the sake of the issue, but sfmply for the sake of being obedient 
to Jesua' commends." . 

She l i s t e d  a handful of women ministers from Georgia t o  Chicaga who work 
as pastors, chaplains, church staffers and Christian social ministera "seeking 
to put feat t o  their faith." 

Though progress haa been made in Southern Baptist life regarding women in 
ministry, Weaver-Williams lamented that many of those attending the conference 
will raturn hame to the "everyday realities" of "paetors who stifle you, 
cangregati~ns who ignore you and jobs that elude you. 

"It is not easy to  l ive with the klngdom of Gad nudging you in the back and 
the inarcfa of the world blocking you i n  front," she stated. "But the people 
of dod have always found it tough t o  live at  the edge of the promised land." 

For Southern Baptist wmen In ministry, full participation in SBC l i f  will 
require patience, Weaver-Williams said. 

"BEarcising our gi f  t a  may not be synonymous with getting the job we want 
or salary we think we deserve or the recognition we might well deserve," she 
added, "But the Lord who has choeen us will not now leave us with dreams 
that have no foothold in reality. God has blessed us; God w i l l  use ua." 

By Michael Tuttetow--l:45 p.m. Sunday 
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News 
For Immediate Release 

Roundup for Monday a.m. 

KANSAS CITY, June 10--Themes of encouragement, religious l iberty ,  + 

and pers'istence were developed here Sunday at: opening meetings of Southern 
Baptist groups. 

. . 
Bailey Smith a£ Del C i t y ,  Okla., former president of the Southern Bap- 

tist Convention, spoke on the need for more encouragement at the opening 
seaaion of the two-day Southern Baptist Paators' Conference An Bartle Con- 
vention Center. 

"If there is one predominant word that would describe the feeling I 
find among pastors and church workers across America, it is the word dis- 
couxagepaent. America needs to be encouraged," Smith said. 

The 1981-82 president of the 1 b.mlllion meiber denomination cautioned 
the minister8 to rely on God, rather than on their methoda of preaching. 

"I know of several preachers who have tried to change their entire 
meth d of preaching ," Smith said. "They have tried' to be more like some of 
the big telev&sion wangalists , but their churches haven' t ' grown. You eee , 
it isn't the method that gets it done--it' s the man, I t 's the power of Cod 
that is in a man submitted t o  God." 

Smith shared the podium with Franky Schaeffer, prssid'ent of Schaeffer V 
Prodrictiuns, Xos Gates, Califol who encouraged demonstrations against abor- 
tion clingcs and more court house picketing of what he called "secular zealots 
who seek to  use the law t o  curb our religious Iiberties." 

'We mukt refuse to bow to the secular zealots who would curb the freedom 
to preach the gospel, whether i t  be in a public school or elseGhere," Schaeffer 
said. 

''We must stand against those who would seek to strip the right of freedom 
of assembly:&nd speech from those such as pro-life demonstrators who picket 
outside abortion clinics to save babies' l ives. In short, we.must stop being 
an apathetic, silent, wlehy-washy and campromislng evangelical church." 

"Speaking on the topic of Christian neutrality, Schaeffer emphasized the 
importance of protecting religioue liberty in the echoals, human life, and 
politics, and the need t o  speak and act in the interests of freed- of con- 
ec'ience. ' 

The importance of pereistence threaded fts way through the Christian 
testimony of Claude Wayne Braun, a home missionary from Delta, Zltah, at  the 
annual meeting of the Woman's Missionary Union, the denomination' a auxiliary, 
at the Radisaon-Muehlebach mtel. ' 

While servhg as  peetor of, a Southern Baptist church in a prsd6ralnebtly 
Hnrmon community, Brown said he found a strong need for community truet. 



\4 

2' 
Page 2--Roundup for Monday ama 

"There had been a Southern Baptist church in Delta years be£ ore that 
had closed its doors and the community d i d  not expect: us to last. Basically 
the integxity of Southern Baptists i n  this community had been destroy d and 
we felt a real need to reestabl ish  that," he explained. 

A former radiology technician, Brawn said he began working in the hospital 
when the regular technician needed a day off. 

"As people had need of hospital services T was given an opportunity t o  
talk t o  them. This open& a large avenue t o  the coarmunity. 

"For the most part 1 wae spending t ime with people claiming affiliation 
with the Mormon church. But when a person is lost and without Chrfst , the 
church affiliation makes no difference." 

, , . 
Brown s .a id , the  community saw Baptists at work buildlng a church and at 

W r k  in: the hospital for the good of the community , and integrity was once again 
established. 

The hen@ missionary said he also offered t o  serve as a substitute bus driver 
for the school d i s t r i c t  and got to know the commufiity better through the chil- 
dren, 

That s t ep  led Brown t o  seek aff.iliation with the business cauimuntty through 
the Chamber of Comrcs  where ha waa elected t o  the board of..directors within a 
year. 

"Thie has provided new acquaintances and friendshipe and the opportunity to 
have Christian input Tnto the deciaiaa making procees of the community," Brown 
r called. 

Now.Brownla church has a building program underway, t o  the delight of the 
community. 

"Evsrywhete~we go the community is adking when we will get undernay with 
the construction and 1s there any way they can help." 

Other Southern Baptist groups meeting i n  idvancn of the 127th .annual Sou- 
thern Baptisrt Canvention June 12-14 ere religious educators, musicians, campua 
ministere and directors af aseociatioaal missions. 

Features of the three-day meeting will include the election of a new pr si- 
dent, approval of a record budget of $130 million,-and di scu~e ion  of issuea such 
aa raligioue ltberty and make up of agency boards of directors, 

-30- 

BY. R Y Jetrnings r 3: 40 p.m., Sunday 
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FOR IFMEDIATE RELEASE 

W Prayer Conference 

KANSAS CITY, June 9--More than 300 women came a day early t o  participate 
here Saturday in t%e second annual Woman's U~ssionary Uniaa National Prayer 
Conference. 

Qith the focus on "Laborers Together,I1 the meeting emphasized the need 
of prayer to strengthen the partnership and support of the local church, 
association, state convention and denomination. 

"I think thfs  is one of the best experiences offered this  week as WMU 
sets aside a time t o  focus on prayer for the entire convention*" said William 
PAnson, executive director of the Baptist General Convention of Texas, Dallas. 

"It is not possible t o  dissect local, associational, state, home and 
for lgn missions from one another. We are a family and cannat ignore one with- 
out ignoring a l l .  We cannot do one without doing all," Pinson said. 

Speaking on the "Challenges of Today in the State Conventfon," Nancy Curtis, 
executive director of North Carolina Woman'e Missionary Union, Raleigh, encouraged 
the wornen t o  strengthen the relationship between WMIJ and the state convention, 

, provide growth for the professional staff and begin making decisions about the 
place of women in church life, 

"WMU has been the primary training ground for women and now that many are 
trained we need to uee them in all levels of our denomination, 

We have encouraged our women through GAB, Acteena, camps and retreats; 
sent them t o  Baptist  colleges and seminaries with our blessings and then we 
won't hire them. Thls is a question which must be Faced by our denomination 
these days," Curtia said. 

La addition* the part ic ipants  were asked to conaider other changes facing 
our aociecy and their effect on mission work. 

"With the increasing percentage of wmen working outsfde the home there is 
a decreasing number of women to serve in weekday mission activit ies  in the 
church, Is WMU flexible enough to deal with the career woman?" asked Nelaon 
Duke of Jefferson City, Mo. 

"It l a  imperative that the responsibilities of mission be shared by more 
women and the church as a whole. This  should become an emphasis of WMU in 
the local church," he said. 

James Lewis, director of asoociatimal missions divieion at the Home Miasion 
Board, encouraged the participants t o  auppart in prayer their associatianal 
dgrector of miasioas. 

"The directors of missions carry heavy bur4ens of respoas%bility and need 
the support of fellow laborers through prayer. Often they become the forgotten 
person," Lewia said. 

Carolyn Weatherford, executive director of WKU, Birmingham, led a panel 
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discussion bong personnel from the Home Mission Board, Foreign Mission 
Board, Sunday School Board. Brotherhood Cornmissfan and Woman's Missionary 
Union concerning the Missions Education Council. 

"Your Southern Baptist missions agencies are working together to plan  
and implement mission education for our convention, " said Weather ford., "It 
is our hope to impact all aspects of Southern Baptist lffe to make us a mis- 
sions-oriented people and we ask for your prayer." 

Following each presentation of challenges facing the local church, asso- 
ciation, state convention and denamination, the participants were led in prayer 
in either small groups, with prayer partners or individually. 

By Jerilynn Armstrong. 5 p .m. , Sunday 
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FOR IIMEDLATE REZEASE 

KANSAS CITY, June 9--Southern Baptist: "liberals that like to be called 
moderatesv' ware described here Saturday as "sort of dumb" and accused of 
"devising a splSt to maintain control of the Southern Baptist Convention at a 
pr convention m e t i n g  of conservatives. 

The conference, sponsored by Red Bridge Baptist Church, Kansas City,  
featured leaders of the Baptist Faith end Message Fellowahip, an organizati a 
of conservative Baptists famed in 1973. 

Malone Cochran, pastor of Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Joaaiaboro, Ga., and 
chaiman of the executive committee of Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship, 
said "the liberala around our convention that liked t o  be called modarates, 
')but are realXy liberals, say we don't need creeds, 

"They're sort of dumb because a creed is juat what you believe. I 
finally realized they really don' t believe anything. " 

Cochran argued the SBC 18 turning away from the Bible and preached cm 
upholdtug the inerrant word of God. 

"Southern Baptists today can believe anything or nothing at  all because 
we have so twisted the idea of the priesthood of believers around we believe 
we can interpret b d ' e  word according t o  our own whims rather than within 
i t a  own context." 

He cited the iesuas of woman's ordination as one example. "When I was a 
young boy, i f  a pastor talked about the ordination of women, there would 
have been open warfare ,I' 

Cachran was also critical of seminary professors "wha tell students they 
can question Cod's word." This is one reason, he said, that he is not 
wholeheartadly behind the Cooperative Program although he says he favors the 
principle and noted his church does give. 

Cochran conceded I t  was hard giving t o  the Cooperative Program, however, 
because the money helps pay aalariee of "professors who are telling students 
some things in the Bible are in error." 

Cochran mentioned the liberal movement but said he is confident the 
consswstives are slowly ragainlng control with the convention. 

"I believe the liberals h a w  there I s  so much change taking place, not 
only in the convention but in the world as well. They knaw they're still in 
control of our agencies and if there's any hope of maintaining control, 
they're going t o  have t o  create a s p l i t , "  

The liberalhi, Cochran said, are devising a way t o  run Bible believers 
out t o  a i n t a l n  control. This device is through a separate pastor's conference, 
he contended. 

The estimated 150 persons in attendance, mostly church members, also heard 
a message from the church's pastor, 'Bud Long. Long said h was troubled, as a 
pagtor of a Southern Baptist church, that the convention fe in danger of losing 
sight of what the church is for. 
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"The church does not exist for the convention, the convention exists 
because of the church." he said.  

Long said the purpose of the church is t o  be the pi l lar  and ground of 
truth which cannot be hown apart from the word of Gad. 

By Lonnie Willcey. 5:30 p.m. Sunday 



MEMO TO: ReporterslEditars 

FROM: Dan Martin, Newsroom Manager 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

NEWSROOM 
_ I .  

The laat  three zdws of pressroom newsroom tables axe equipped with electrical 

power. If you wfsh t b  move the manual typewriter, please place it on one of the 

tables against the wall, 

A l l  of the reportar'a telephones also have electrical power nearby. 

We have a new telephone system and when telephone calls coma in on the main 

newsroom number for any reporter, the calls will be transferred t o  the  first 

an of the first four telephones in the work area. They are numbered 11, 12, 

13, and 14 and you w i l l  be paged and to ld  which telephone t o  go to.  This 

system allows us to keep the two incoming lines relatively free. 

1. As in the past, we have mare rapottersledirars than work spaces, 
so please do not "stake out" a location for the duration of the 
convention. 

2. Please do not charge any telephone cal ls  t o  the reporters' telephones, 
Either call collect ar use a credit card. It really chaps off the 
bookkeeper t o  have t o  try t o  sort out a bunch of long distance calle 
after the convention, 

3. We have a smaller newsroom than in the past. Therefore, it w & l l  be 
more congested, Please try t o  keep the area clear of non-ess$m&$&, 
persons, If you need t o  conduct an interview, we have set aei& a ~ ,  

interview rooa. Please see Dan Martin about using it. 

4. Please keep the axaa as clean as possible.  

i?gWS TABLES IN M'EETING HALL: 

The use of the press tables is restricted t a  newspeople. In aon-peek times, 
epouees are welcome t o  sit at  the tables. but are asked t o  leave the area 
during peak bursinass aeosions. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Sunday Afternoon Music Conference 

KANSAS CITY, June 10--It is time for the denomination to recognize the skills 
05 musicians by offering more opportunities for service on boards and committees 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, Fes Robertson, president of the Southern Bap- 
tist Church Music Conference, said here Sunday. 

In the presidential address opening the musicians' annual meeting, Robertson 
said ministers of music can offer tremendous skills in organization, budgeting 
and production which would help give direction to the SBC. 

11 1 think our convention would be richer to include ministers of muaic and 
ministers of education with pastors and laymen on the boards and committees of 
agencies and the convention," Robertson said. "The church is our life. We are 
ministers. 

"I would say that approximately two percent of the members of boards and com- 
mittees are composed of ministers of music," he continued. "Consideration should 
be given to the expertise and skill which is offered by musicians." 

Robertsa11, a supervisor in the church music department a£ the Sunday School 
Board, Nashville, said he believes it i a  time for musicians to grow up i n  the 
ministry and professionally by being more conscious of issues. 

Also, a braader base of membership in the church music conference is needed 
to allow serious consideration of problems which face churches, such as the call of 
music ministers to local churches. 

"One problem that faces us today is the wholesale staff changes which often 
occur when a new pastor is called," he said. "The minister of: music, who still 
feels called to that local congregation, can find himself out on the street if the 
new preacher wants to bring his awn staff." 

Similarly, he said it has been a long struggle for women to be accepted as 
ministers of music. Churches which recommend women to seminariea, then won't 
consider them t o  Till a vacant staff position, need to examine the "hypocrigy" of 
their actions. 

11 It is unfair to young people to encourage them and then not offer them a 
place of service," he said. 

About 400 persans attended the first session of the Southern Bapt i s t  Church 
Music Conference at First Baptist Church, Raytown, Mo. The conference was one of 
six preceding the 127th annual meeting of the SBC which starts Tuesday in Bartle 
Convention Center. 

By Jim Lowry, 7:20 p.m. Sunday 
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FOR ImDIATE RELEASE News 
Sunday Religious Educators 

KANSAS CITY, June 10--Theologian William Hendricks urged Southern Baptist 
religious educators here Sunday t o  appreciate the importance of the past  in carry- 
ing out their church and denominational roles. 

In an address opening the 29th annual sess ian of the Southern Baptist  Religious. 
Education Associ'ation at  the Adams Mark Hotel, Hendricks said conserving that which 
is worthwhile from the past is an important role of religious education. 

Hendricks, professor of theology and philosophy of religion at Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif,, told participants he would 
address the roles of the future and present in later sessions. 

A philoaophy of religious education, Hendricks said, is connected to past,  
present and future, but he emphasized that educators aften have to choose which they 
w i l l  emphasize. 

Hendricks, who will be moving this fall to the faculty of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky., highlighted strengths and weaknesses of 
approaching religious education from the posture of conserving the past. 

One strength is security, Hendricks said. 

t l I think yau need to know that one of the real answers to the so-called 
conservative backlaah today is thar people who sea so many radical changes are 
wanting security in some area of their l ives  and many of them are finding it in 
nostalgic religion." 

A second strength is familiarity, he continued. 

"I grant you it can breed contempt. It also can breed comfort." 

Hendricks encouraged the educators t o  not be overwhelmed by "modern folk who 
are always wanting the unfamiliar ," insisting, "It is disconcerting to be in places 
where there are no signposts you recognize." 

Finally,  Hendricks said a past-connected approach to religious education has 
the strength of "proven results." 

"Why should you denigrate thar which has worked?" 

On the other hand, Hendricka warned that such an approach risks boredom, has 
a "take-for-grantedness" about it, and risks "irrelevance and obsolesence in changine 
circumstances . " 

SBREA President Gary Ellis, minister of education at Germantown Baptist Church, 
Germantown, Tenn., said the two-day meeting was designed to provide education with 
a fresh reaffirmation of identity. 

Enrichment conferences i n  an evening session offered participants practical 
held in four areas. 
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John Howell, professor of Christian ethics, Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Kansas Ci ty ,  l e d  a session on helping participants understand and 
prioritize their roles as educators, spouses and parents. 

Harold Bailey, vice president of t he  SBC Annuity Board, Dallas, l e d  a 
discussion on recent and upcoming Social Security changes. Richard Couey, 
professor of exercise physiology, Baylor University, Waco, Texas, led a 
conference on physical fitness and Don D. Dendy, minister of education, Park 
Citles Baptist Church, Dallas, led a conference on recognizing and enlisting 
1 adership for education ministry in the local church. 

By Larry Cheaser--7:50 p.m. Sunday 
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Sunday Afternoon WKU 

KANSAS CITY, June 10--More than 2,500 Southern Baptist women from acrass the 
United States were challenged here Sunday afternoon to attempt mission ventures 
never at tempted be£ ore. 

The challenge at the annual meeting of Woman's Missionary Union, auxiliary 
of the Southern Bapt i s t  Convention, came from WMU President Dorothy Sample of 
Flint, Mich,, during a session highlighting missions i n  103 foreign nations and 
50 states of the U.S. 

WMU leads the almost 37,000 Southern Baptist churches i n  support in^ missians 
through prayer, mission study and saecial offerings. 

Foreign and, hame missionaries gave stirring messages backed by colorful  
flags from a l l  the states as w e l l  as the 103 nations where Southern B a p t i s t s  
have missionaries. 

But Mrs. Sample sined up the theme, ''~aborers Together ," when she said,  "We 
must do things we've never done before, think thoughts we've never thought before, 
and.wen f a i l  i n  ventures we've never attempted before. 

"For together we have the potential t o  transform hopelessness i n t o  hope, 
problems into promise, despair into discovery and liberty into true freedom 
found only in Jesus Christ." 

A foreign missionary couple, Thomas acd Gloria Thuman from Bangladesh, 
broughtthe mission f i e l d  in to  the auditorium with graphic descriptions of a 
nation where 96 million people l ive  in an area the size of Arkansas. 

They described "three cobras dancing to the tune of a bamboo flute, mothers 
washing rheir dishes and clothes i n  the same water in which the family bathed, the 
Cibrant voices of men, women and chi ldren as they engage in worship of other 
gods. . . . I I 

The missionaries said a terrible famine in the late 1970s caused 400,000 
people to starve ra death, but at the same time many people began asking to know 
about "the God of the Christians." 

In 1979, the Bangladesh Baptist Fellowship set out to increase their number 
of churches from 16 t o  200 by 1990. By 1982 there were 48 churchee, Thurman re- 
ported. 

"It appears that our first task i n  1990 will be t o  have a prayer meeting of 
confession ... a prayer of forgiveness in asking for so f e w  churches." 

One of two hame missionaries speaking at the aession, C.W. Brown, described 
the acceptance he has found as a church planter i n  a Mormon culture i n  Delta, Utah. 

Brown, who works as an x-ray technician i n  Salt Lake Ci ty  and daives a school 
bus part time, sa id  he started a Bible study in Delta about 100 miles from the nearest 
Southern Baptist.church. Now there are plans  f o r  a new Baptist church. 
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11 P e o p l e  all over town are saying, '*It's great. We chink people  ought to have 
a choice In the church they attend.'" 

Another speaker, Sheri Richardson, the f irst  blind missionary appointed by 
the SBC Home Mission Board, described her work wi th  b l i n d  parsons i n  Talladega, 
A l a . ,  and called f o r  churches to recognize and make use af the personal attributes 
and gifts of bl ind persons, 

A special  emphasis on prayer was led by Bettye Anne Lwelady, missionary 
associate of the Home Mission Board's Black Church Relations Department, 

Lavelady, who serves as vice-president far administration at  MAesissippl Bapt i s t  
Seminary in Jackson, Miss., called on the women to "spend more time praying about 
each other, for each other and with each ocher. 

James Griff,ith, executive director for the executive conmitree of Georgia 
B a p t i s t s ,  and Dorothy Pryor, executive director of the Georgia Bapt i s t  WMU, mpha- 
sized the role of the warnen in prayer and financial support of partnership missions. 

Griffith ci ted the role of WMU missions partnerships between Georgia Bapt i s t s  
and New Yark Bapt i s t s  and between Georgia Bapt is ts  and the Southern Bapt i~ l t  Foreign 
Mission Board. 

"If WMU cantinues its commitment, its concern and dedicated service, who knows 
what may happen,'' sa id  Griffith. 

"Bold Mission Thrust (Southern Bapt i s t  I s  goal to reach everv person on earth 
with the ~ospel by the year 2000) may just become a real i ty ." 

-3& 

By Orville Scott--8:30 P.M. Sunday 
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News 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

SUNDAY D I E C T O R S  OF MISSTONS 

KANSAS CITY, June 10--Assaciational directors of missions have traded in 
their traditional rales as program promoters for the Southern B a p t i s t  Convention 
and are becoming mission s trateg i s t s ,  James Lewis, Jr . ,  director of the 
assoeiational missions division of the Home MIssion Board, Atlanta, said Sunday. 

Lewis spoke a t  the opening session of the Southern Baptist Aseoeiational 
Directors' Conference, one of s i x  meetings being held in advance of the 
three-day SBC which starts Tuesday. 

"The association is a t  the heart of Southern Baptist life," Lewis told 
the graup. "1t has the potential  for being the most relevant organization 
in our denomination. 

"But withaut an understanding of your role, it would be easy to  become a 
promoter of someone else's program," he added. 

"The association should not attempt to duplicate the church or become a 
miniature state convention," Lewis warned. Instead, it should model for the 
state  and national conventions the proper way t o  incorporate varied constituents 
into an organization. he explained. 

"If boards and agencies want: to speak through the association,  let: us  
make sure their message ia contextual" with ,the association's other efforts, 
he said. 

"In essence, the association is the denomination. It is the arena for . - 
true participatory democracy. The association is the place where the 
entrepreneural sp ir i t  can thrive. We need to communicate the nature of the 
association and what it does." . . 

In a business sessian, the directors of missions elected new officers: 
Bob Lee Franklin, Montgomery, Ala., president; Carl Duck, Nashville, Tenn., 
f i r s t  vice-president; George Gaskin, Denver, Colo., second vice president; 
Wayne Wilcoxon, Chico, Calif., secretary, Hugh Durham, Conroe, Tex., treasurer; 
Daniel Page, Greenville, S .C . ,  editor; and Robert McGinnis, Dallas, host 
director for next year's meeting. 

The group also authorized a salary structure study of its membership. 

Ninety-six certificates were awarded to directors of missions who had 
served 10, 15, 20,  2 5 ,  30 and 35 years. 

Four men received 30-year certificates: John Brown, Norfolk, Va.; 
Charles Conner, Arkadelphia, Ark.; Bill Lucas, Fort Worth, Texas and Ralph 
Tomeck, Meadville, Ma. 

-more- 



Page 2--Sunday Directors of Missions 

Henry Powell of Ahoskie, N.C., was recognized f o r  37 years of service as 
a directar of missions. 

In the f irst  of three mativational presentations, William Hinson, pastor 
of First  Baptist Church, New Orleans, asked the group, "What has happened t o  
what happened ta you?" Hinson s a i d  each person must decide how l i f e ' s  
experiences will shape his or her personality, 

"We can pick up the  brush Gad has given us and literally paint life's 
rainbow," Hinson said. 

As an example, he ci ted the  Apostle Paul, who after suffering many hardships 
could say, "I can do a11 things through Christ who strengthens me." 

Building on the conference. theme, "Communicating the Association," W.C. 
Fields, director of public  relations f o r  the Southern Bapt i s t  Executive Committee, 
Nashville, gave participants t ips  on effective cammunication. 

"If we are j u s t  peddling information, we are missing the point," he said. 
I I We are t r y i n g  t o  gain understanding. This leads to a deeper l eve l ,  which is 
wisdom. " 

The conference concludes Monday morning, 

By Greg Warner, 10:lO p.m. Sunday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

KANSAS CI'I'Y, June 10--The second annual. Women in Ministry, S . B . C .  
conference drew more than twice the number of people as the 1983 meeting, 
reflecting increased interest in women's issue8 in Southern Baptist life. 

About 180 people registered far this year's meeting, one of several held 
before the June 12-14 Southern Baptist Convention. 

Some 250 people, including 40 men, attended the Sunday morning worship 
service, where Susan Lockwoad Wright, pastor of Corns11 Avenue Baptist Church, 
Chicago, preached, Only 80 persons registered for the 1983 meeting in Pittsburgh. 

The double attendance, contended Anne Davis, dean of the Gamer-Skhobl-of 
Church Social Work ar Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky., 
makes the meeting "by any Bapt i s t  standard a success." 

Several persons attending the conference added that  the increase i n  attend- 
ance "signifies that Southern B a p t i s t  women i n  ministry are gaining momentum and 
that God's Sp ir i t  i s  responsible far the growth," 

Following a year of financial struggle, Anne Neal, chairperson of the 
Women in Ministry, S . B . C .  steering comit.!.es, announced tha t  woman's Missionary 
Union, SBC, auxiliary to the Southern B a p t i s t  Convention, intends to  include 
Women in Ministry, S.B.C. as n line item in their 1985 budget. WMU also allowed 
the f ledgl ing group t o  use its meeting facilities at the Radisson-Muehlebach 
Hotel during off-hours of their own pre--SBC meeting. 

New steering committee members seIt?cted t o  serve two-year terms are Nancy 
Ellett of Dallas; Debf Lastinger Pitmnn of Kansas City, Missouri; Irene Bennett 
of Gainsville, Florida; Sylvla N a d h r  of Plainview, Texas; Ann Hickey of 
Washington, D . C . ;  Ashli Peak of Columbia, Missouri; and Sane Medema of San 
Francisco. 

Anne Davis and Anne Neal, Southern Raptrise foreign missionary emeritus and 
pastoral counselor at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, 
N.C., who were part of the 1982-84 steering committee, were asked to serve one 
additional year. Seven other women will serve a second year on the committee. 

The group voted during t h e i r  business meeting not to endorse FOLIO, a 
newsletter for Southern Bapt i s t  women i n  ministry published by The Center for 
Women in Ministry, Inc. ,  Louisville, Ky., as  the official newsletter for the 
Women in Ministry, S . B . C .  Instead they vated t o  recommend any newsletter that 
halds a favorable position toward SBC women in ministry. 

Attendees also established the chairamson of the Women in Ministry, S.B.C. 
steering committee as the o f f i c i a l  spokesperson for  the group. 

Several state groups of Southern B a p t i s t  women in ministry reported on their 
progress in establishing local women in ministry groups. 

Nancy Hastings Sehested, associate pastor of Oakhurst Baptist  Church, 
Decatur, Ga., sa id  a small group of Atlanta women, including those on church 
staffs and those serving'as chaplains in the Atlanta area, have met several 
times t o  discuss balancing career and family responsibilities. ' 
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Sehested noted that several of the women f a c e d  mounting opposition, 
including one waman whose husband does not support her call to minister, another 
whose salary is $101000 less than her male predecessor on a church s ta f f ,  and 
another who "f lna l ly  acquired a church staff posit ion only t o  have that joy 
crushed and demolished in being treated as a li ired hand and coffee-fetcher 
for the male staff ministers." 

In small group sessions, women talked about personal frustrations 
and joys as they struggle to follow God's c a l l  for the i r  lives. One woman with 
a master's degree in religious education who is married to a pastor faced 
rejection from her husband's congregations when they refused t o  ordain her. 
She is scheduled for ordination at another church in  the association. 

A yauag male ministerial student in one group t o l d  how his 
perspective of women's role i n  ministry has changed in recent years from non- 
support of women in ministry to encouraging his wife who wants to b e  a 
minister herself. 

Two female ordained ministers spoke of the pain and tears involved 
in following their c a l l ,  but encouraged attendees to persevere, asserting that 
God waa with them and their cause. Lynda Weaver-Williams, co-pastor along with 
her husband of Goshen Baptist Church i n  Goshen, Ky. ,  and Ma. Wright warned the 
women that their struggle to minister in the Southern Bapt i s t  denomination will 
not be any easier in coming months but their goal must be following God at 
all cost .  

Participants also heard Elizabeth Barnes, adjunct professor of 
Christian Theology and Ethics at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
emphasize that women "have a t h e o l o g i ~ a l  imperative and a theological 
assurance which not only allows us to  claim our place i n  Christian ministry, but 
requires i t  i f  we are to answer the call forward." 

She added that women must remember "that our g i f t s  belong not jus t  
t o  us personally or even to us as women, but to our church and our age," 

Women's role in the, church cannot be labeled "trivial", added 
Barnes, but: must be viewed as integral to God's redemption of the church, eociety 
and the world. 

By Anita Bowden and Michael Tutteraw, 7:30 p.m. Sunday 
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FOB I W D I A T E  RELEASE 

Sunday Pastora,Conference 

KANSAS CITY,  Mo., June 10--A 32-year-old Presbyterian filmaker and anti- 
abortion crusader brought 11,000 Sovthern Bapt i s t s  t o  their feet here Sunday 
night with a rousing c a l l  for preserving Christian ideals and thinking. 

Franky Schaeffer, son of the late  best-selling Christian author Frances A.  
Schaeffer, pul led  f e w  punches as he addressed the opening session of the 
Southern Bapt i s t  Pastors' Conference in  Bartle Convention Center. 

He ranged from theological inerrancy to religious freedom in the cLassroams 
but he saved his strongest oratory to challenge Southern Baptists to take a 
strong stand against abortion and for a return to conservative moral values on 
a l l  fronta. 

"Do you not understand that the' l e f t  has been and always will be the 
enemy of the Gospel?" he asked. 

H e  urged Southern Baptists to  put their f u l l  force behind a return to  a 
Judeo-Christian position. 

"Axe we Christians?" he  asked. "Are we purista? Are w e  the sa l t  of the 
earth? Will this world be very different when we leave i t  from the way we  
found it? Are we preserving Christian ideals and thinking throughout this 
country?" 

The president of the pastorsD group, which has scheduled 11 messages before 
it ends Monday night, said after Schaeffer's talk that  he felt  it was appropriate 
t o  the conference thane, "Encouraging the Servant of God," based on Colossians 
2: 2.. 

Charles F. Stanley, pastor 05 First  Baprlst Church, Atlanta, and considered 
a strong possibility for presidential nomination Ear the Southern Bapt i s t  Con- 
vention on Tuesday, said he felt the message "encouraged many men t o  atand up, 
become strong, courageous and bold and stop pussyfooting around." 

"As he said," Stanley continued, "the time has come ta draw the line. Are 
we who we say we are, or are we not?" 

Earlier, the pastors had given less enthusiastic applause to one of t h e i r  
former presidents and a former president of the convention, Bailey Smith, of 
Del City ,  Okla., whose message stuck close ly  to the encouragement theme. 

Smith said that never in h i s  lifetime had he seen the devil attacking 
pastors as he is doing today. 

The role of pastor is too glarious to lose for a moment of sensual pleasure, 
Smith said. 
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He said pastors can be undergirded by f i v e  great truths: (1) You are 
commissioned by the greatest authority; (2) You are stirred by the greatest 
event--the cross of Jesus Christ; (3) You are strengthened by the greatest power, 
the Holy S p i r i t ;  ( 4 )  You are rested by the greatest real izat ion ("The battle i s  
not yours, it's the Lord's "), and (5) You are motivated by the greatest emotion, 
the love of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The conference filled the huge Kansas City convention ha51 with spirited 
singing of such songs as "Victory in Jesus" and "Give Me That Old Time ~ e l i g i o n , "  
frequent "amens" and some clapping. Atlanta First: B a p t i s t ' s  200-plus voice choir 
and special soloists l i k e  the 1980 Miss America, Cheryl Prewirt Blackwood of 
Nashville, Tenn., accented the opening service. 

But i t  remained f o r  a nan-Southern B a p t i s t ,  Schaeffer, t o  bring the service 
t o  a crescendo ending in standing ovation. He sa id  people are l iving i n  a t i m  
of increasing maral crisis, mentioning a court ruling against an Omaha, Heb., 
church that excommunicated a member on grounds of adultery; the Gay Rights move- 
ment; and euthanasia. 

Schaeffer compared evangelicals' lack of action on abortion and "eliminating 
the unborn and the unwanted" to Christians i n  Nazi Germany who turned their face 
i n  the k i l l i n g  of the Jews. 

Such s i l e n c e  is  unwarranted, he said, because evangelicals, when combined 
with certain Catholics and others.who believe like they do,  are a majority. 

"Since when," he asked, "has the ro le  of the Chri~tian.been that of a 
j e l l y f i s h  t o  float spinelessly i n  the tides?" 

Schaeffer named no Southern Baptist colleges, seminaries or institutions, 
but d i d  point a finger a t  st.r,ch targets as  Christianity Today and the World 
Council of Churches. 

But he s a i d  that " i f  you (Southern Baptists) do not defend your theology 
personally, nobody else w i l l . "  

By Bob Stanley--11 p.m. Sunday 



# - - News Room 
Southern Baptist Convention 

June 12-14, 1984 
Room 209 East 

Bartle Convention Center 
Kansas City, Missouri 

(816) 346-0624 

Wimer C. Flelds 
SBC Press Representative 

- .  Dan Martin 
News Room Manager 

Cra$w 
Photo and Features Manager 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASW 

Reaolutims Committee Feature 

W S A S  CITY, June 11--Describing resolutions offered at: the annual Southern 
Baptist Convention as a "presaute valve that gives us an opportunity t o  vent our 
feelings," the chairman of the 1984. Resolutions Committee classified the task of h is  
10-member group as "very, very difficult ." 

Bailey Stone; pastor of First Baptist Church, Odessa, Texas, acknowledged 
his hopei for the outcome of the resolutions process are idealistic. 

"I rould hope nobody would ga away saying my s i d e  won  but that we could 
find a way to aay the convention won." 

After tr two-day organizational meeting in May in Nashville, the committee has 
held two pre-convention seasions in Kansas City in which they have worked in 
three teams discussing iesuee expected to surface in resolutions. 

Abortion, ordination of women, religious liberty and many other subjects 
are expected to be addressed in perhaps more than 40 resolutions which could be 
submitted Tueaday by messengers to the 127th meeting of the Southern Baptist 
'Convention in Bartle Cowentian Center. 

Approximately 18 resolutions were sent to the committee in.May by messengers 
who plan t o  submit them a t  the convention. 

'We deeply appreciate those who sent resolutions to ua early. I think this la 
a must from now on," Stone said, 

On the potentially controversial issues likely to surface In  resolutions, 
Stone said, "We'd like to back up and punt on a few of these, but we can't do tha t .  

'We have discussed and debated in $he comaaittee a lot of issues about which 
there has been disagreement, at times strong disagreement. But there has never 
been a disagreeable spirit. I would hope the convention could canduct its business 
in the same way." 

Stone said the guidelines by which the cwrmittee has agreed t o  do its work 
are an adaptation of those used by the 1983 Resolutions Committee. 

I' 
First, resolutions on subjects addressed in recent years will not  be sub- 

&tted t o  the convention for action "un1e.s~ additlonal circumstances demand 
attention," Stone explained, 

Also, no resolutions which attack individual personalities or violate the 
autonomy of local churches will be offered, he noted. And any reoolutlon ad- 
dressing a political event in another country which might jeopardize the work of 
missionaries there w i l l  not b e  acted upon. 

Stone said some resolutions likely will be referred to denominational boards, 
inst i tut ions ,  commissions or committees for a response. 

The Resolutions Committee i a  required to report an all matters, with or 
without recommendations or amendments. 
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Stone said this yearla committee did,not choose t o  adopt a guideline that 
no minority reports from the committee would be allowed. 

"We don't want a minority report from the committee, but we feel we 
should strive for unanimity in a spiritual dimension. 

"We've had much dialogue, strong dialogue,'' Stone reiterated, "Everyone 
on the coarmitt+e is trying t o  find a way t o  say things that are extremely 
difficult t o  say.  

"These (committee members) are genuine, real, caring folks who are con- 
cerned about what we are trying t o  do. I hope we can f ind some ground of 
unity. " 

Stone said chairing the Reso2utions Comaittee has enabled him to "learn 
a lot about what  Southern Baptists are thinking." However, he added, "It's 
probably the last committee 1 would choose t o  be a part of or t o  chair," 

Vice-chaizmm of the Resolutions Committee is Darrell Robinson, pastor of 
Dauphin Way Baptist  Church, Mobile, Ma.; secretary is George Schroedar, an 
phthalomolpgist from Little Rack, Ark. 

Other members of the committee are Otia Testerman, pastor of Bookcliff 
Baptist Church, Grand Junction, Colo. ; Frank Ingraham, a Nashville attorney ; 
David Simpson, editor of the news journal of the State Convention of Baptiste 
in Indiana; Rue1 May, an oral Burgeon from Jackson, Miss. ; Ed Packwood, a 
retired buaineasman from S h m e e ,  Okla.; Carl F. H; Nenry, a theologian from 

.c kl4agCon, Va.; and Cristobal Dona, pastor of White Roed Baptist  Church, San ' 

- Joae, C a l $ f ,  

--3o-- 

By Linda Lawaon--9:50 a.m. Monday 0 
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Baptist  Faith and Message Fellowship 

KANSAS CITY, June 10--An editor of a newsjdurnal who contends he 
"tells the a t h e r  side" of the Issues t o l d  church members and v i s i t o r s  
a t  Red Bridge Bap t i s t  Church here Sunday " l ibera l s  w i l l  completely r u i n  
the Southern Baptist  convention f f loya l  conservatives leave the denmi- 
nation. I t  

W i l l i a m  A. Powell Sr . ,  ed i to r  of The Southern Baptist  Journal, made 
h i s  remarks during a preconvention conference for conservativG8 apan- 
sored by Red Bridge B a p t i s t  Church. Powell and other leaders of the 
Bapt i s t  Faith and Message Fellowship, an organization of conservative 
Baptista  formed i n  1973, were featured during the two-day conference 
ending Sunday. 

Powell spoke during the  Sunday Scbool hour st Red Bridge Baptist 
and held a queation-and-anewer aesaloo during Church Training Sunday 
night. 

He defined theological liberals "as those who deny the Bible as the 
i n f a l l i b l e  word of God." A l l  Baptists are free to believe anything they 
want, Powell contended, but not  when they become paid Southern Baptist 
employees. 

Powell ca l led f o r  conservatives not t o  leave the Southern Baptist 
denomination, but to remain and "help win this b a t t l e  f o r  the Bible." 

H e  declaxed things w i l l  be be t te r  within the  SBC i f  men like Charles 
Stanley (an Atlanta paetor) and Paul Presslet (a Houeton attorney) are 
elected t a  posi t ions  of leadership. 

During both sessions Powell was par t icu la r ly  c r i t i c a l  of certain 
SBC seminary presidents and profeaiors .  He referred to a sermon preached 
by W, A. Criowell a t  his 38th anniversary aa pastor of  Fir~t Baptist 
Church, Dallas. 

Criswell, he said, warned "SBC l i b e r a l s  are taking con t ro l  of SBC . 
seminaries, colleges and universities," 

Powell mentioned several names and cases of aeminary professord and 
presidents who had opposite viswa from Powell and other conaervativeo; 
hawever, most of the instances were several  years old. 

His remeirks about Temp Sparkman, a professor a t  Midwestern Baptist  
Theological Seminary, and "his universalism which he believes everybody 
will go t o  heaven" drew a variety of reactions.  

Scott Forreet of Kansas City,  Kan., who was visiting the church, s a i d  
he attended Midwestern for  two years before leaving the  miniatry to  pur- 
sue a business career. "My experience was a good one. One f a c t o r  that 
caused me t o  leave was the  anger and divlsioa I saw between t h e  seminary 
and the  church." 
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Forrest told Baptist Prcrx the reason scainarita have bccomc what 
srmr perceive them to be is because the churches "have ccsatd t o  become 
a safe place to ask neriout questions." 

The churches, Forrest s a i d ,  have tended co shun people  v i t h  doubts 
and they have turned to the reminaricr f o r  freedan and f o r  answers, 

Forrest said he knew Sparkman pcrsonaLly and could not understand 
thr "character a~rastlnation" againat him. 

H i s  rmnark~ brought a differing view from Chuck Halon, a member of 
Red Bridge Brptirt and a s tudent  at Nidvrrtrrn Smrinrry. Ha t o l d  the 
church he would "confirm everything being s a i d  about vhat happen8 at 
the atminary . I 1  

Mason told Baptist Press, howevar, that ha had never taken o class 
under Sparkman, but was basing h i s  bcliafr on "vhat othar students have 
told me. " 

Powell was asked by one church member what seminary he would recornend. 
He rerponded with Mid-America Seminary in Memphis, Tenn., saying "I think 
i t L 8  more Southern Baptist: than the other six." 

During the  question-and-answer session Pawell a l so  recommended the 
designation of Cooperative Program funds. He told the  church to "d@#fg- 

nate all of yaur mission money t o  the conservative SBC mission work.' He 
advocated designating t o  spec i f i c  missionaries through proper channels. 

F, William Chaplaan, an eululgqlist from Sylva, N , C . ,  and praJdent 
of B a p t i s t  Faith and Msaage E&Aowship, closed the conference S ~ W I X ~ , ~  
nstght . 

During 7&haputan's sermon hw ddef iaed l;/lseralism as "nothlng mwa or,_ 
less tban whan a &an comes to t h e  cu~clusion i n  i i f e  that the B i b l e  has 
no errors." 

By ~ a A q - Y i M e ,  20:30 a.m. Mqnday 
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Forre8t told Baptiat Preoo the reason aeminaricr hrvt become what 
r m u  pcrteive them t o  be i a  becauclr the churches "have ceaaed to become 
a raft place t o  ask ortiour qutationr." 

The churches, Forrest said, have tanded t o  rhun people  with doubts 
and they havt turned t o  the semSnariea for frredor m d  for answers. 

Forreat raid he h a w  Sparkman perronrlly and could not undaratrnd 
the "character rrararination" agrinrt him. 

His ropurkr brought a differing viav fro* Chuck Maron, a member of 
Red Bridge Baptiat end a rtudent a t  Hidwartern Srrinrr . Ha told the 

the sadasry." 
i church he would "eonfirm avcrything baing ra id  about v a t  hrppanr at  

Mason to ld Bapt i s t  Prcro, howaver, that ha had never taken a claoo 
under S p a r h a ,  but war baaing h i s  baliaf  r an "what othar rtudcntr have 
to14 w," 

P a w l $  w#r rskmd by one church amber what rrulnq~y hq would reco-nd. 
W responded with Hid-Wrica Semiwry in Memphis, Tenn., paying "I think 
1tL# wr8 Southern Baptist than the other six." 

Durlag the quaation-and-answer sersion Powell alao recomaended the 
deoigaation of Cooperative Program funds. He told the church t o  "wig- 
natc all of your miasion money t o  the caneervative SBC mission He 
rdvoc~ted depSgna$ing t s  spcsSf is Usriqnqrieo through proper channels. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Roundup f o r  Tuesday AMs 

KANSAS CITY, June 11---Southern Baptist pastors were encouraged Monday 
night to  rule their homes as spiritual leaders. 

B. Edwin Young, pastor of Second B a p t i s t  Church, Houston, T e x . ,  t o l d  
ministers attending the Southern Baptist Pastors' Conference, he was dis- 
turbed that so many clergymen are missing th is  basic requirement of their 
biblical office. 

Speaking an family relationships, Young said the Christian concept of 
manliness has been blurred by t h e  warnen's liberation mavement which 
he contended, has not only brought into question everything traditionally 
feminine, but has confused men as well. 

"If your Christianity doesn't work a t  home, i t  doesn't work," Young 
insisted. "Your success or failure as a partner depends on whether ox 
not you are f u l f i l l i n g  the biblical requirements for the husband. Men, 
we are to be leadets and we are to be lovers in t h e  home." 

Young contended that when marriages become dull, stale, uninteresting, . 
and spiritually dead, it is usually because the husband has abdicated 
his God-given responsibility as the leader and lover in the home. 

The ministers were also reminded that another of their responsibi l i -  
ties is to evangelize their children. 

"Pastor, father, t h i s  meahs that you have the responsibility of laying 
a foundation i n  the very earliest stages of life that can sustain and 
support your child for his entire life," 

The Conference was one of a series of six special ized meetings 
held i n  advance of the three-day Southern Baptist  Convention which starts 
Tuesday in Bartle Convention Center. 

Other Southern Baptist groups in sess ion included the Woman's Missionary 
Union, religious educatars, church musicians, campus ministers, and 
associational directors of missions. 

In a business seasion the missions directors elected Bob Lee Franklin 
of Nahtgomery , Ala. , as their new president. Other new officers include 
Carl Duck of Nashville, f i r s t  v ice  president:  George Gaskin of Denver, 
second vice pres ident ;  Wayne Wilcoxon of Chico, C a l i f . ,  secretary; Hugh 
Durham of Conroe, Tex., treasurer; Daniel Page of Greenville, S.C.,  editor; 
and Robert McGinnis, of Dallas, 1985 meeting host.  



Page Two--Roundup for Tuesday a.m. 

The women learned the importance of patience i n  involving men i n  churches 
from one of their borne dsaionaries.  

Allen Elstan, missionary to the Indians in Warm Springs, Ore., describ d 
how he worked unsucceesfu1J.y for 16 years t o  enlist Indian men in his 
small church before offering t o  q u i t .  

A tr iba l  leader encouraged the missionary t o  stay, and it waan't,until 
two years later that the f lrst  Indian man became a Christian and remained 
in the church. 

"It wasn't long until another man joined. Then another and another. 
A men's Sunday School class was formed. The people are now bringing th  ir 
whole families. 

')We have just finished a revival with an Indian preacher. The 
building was packed, many people  saved...men, women, and youth ... What 
a blessing we would have d s s e d  if we had left. " 

A t  the 127th annual meeting of the 14-mZll.ion member denomination, 
expected to  attract about 15,000, the messengers are expected t o  elect: 
a new president, appswe a record budget of $1130 mtllioa, select trustees 
of their agencies and possibly debate issues ~ u c h  as religious liberty 
and ordination of women. 

By Roy JemPngs: 11:C5 a.m. Monday 



C O R R E C T I O N S  

: Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship moved a t  11:25 a.m. Monday 

LAE r word on page one should read "churches", not "church." 

U r  l ine  of story should read "~ible has errors", not "Bible has 
no errors." 

Thank you, 

The News Room 



News Room 
Southern Baptist Convention 

June 12-14, 1984 
Room 209 East 

Bartle Convention Center 
Kansas City, Missouri 

(816) 346-0624 

Wikner C. FieWs 
SBC Press Representative 

Dan M n  
News Room Manager 

Craig Bird 
Photo and Features Manager 

News 
- - - 

--- -- - T-- ADVANCE BACKGROUND STORY 
/- 

\ - 
Southwestern Bapt is t  Thealogical Seminary 

' -- - 
I - --  .- - .  Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminarytr importance in trainid - 

fng future church and denominational leaders was underscored during - 
the 1983-84 academic year when, far the firat time, the student body 
totaled more than 5,000. - - - Southern Bapt is ts ,  through the Cooperative hgrarn, continued . - 

- - to invest in the future by providing $6,427,415 of the oeminary's 
$13,354,819 budget, ' - - 

+ - Bold Mfedon Thrust is a vital part of the investment, as mistdona 
' wlunteers comprise 30.5 percent af the student body, up from 25.8 - ,percant two yams ago. - After celebratfng its 75th anniversary with s series of special -- 

- -- events during the 1982-83 academic year, Southwestern continued to . 

- - *  - move forward in Vision/85, a five-year long-range plan that includea 
- - - railsing $25 milUon in capital and endowment gifts, This spdng, the 

-seminary reached the $23 million mark. 
- .  - - Full-time faculty member8 numbered 105 at the start of the fa11 - 

eemester ; eupplementary teaching instructors, 89. 
-. . Master of arts d e g e e  in missiology and marriage and family 

counseling were approved by trustees, as were five additions to the 
faculty: Wesley Black, instructor in youth education; Lucien Coleman 
Jr. ,  professor of adult education; Paul Gritz, instructor in crhurch 
history; Bruce teafblad, associate professor of church music; and 
Daniel Sanchez, associate professor of misdans , 

Trustees alro approved changing the master of religious educa- 
tion degree to master of arts in religious education and integrating - 

- 
< .-- 

- -  the master of church music degree into the master of music d e p  
Pmgram* - - -  

Southwestern's enrollment of 5,120, a 6 percent increase over 
the previous year, is the largest in the history of theological educa- 

I -- tion. Doctoral-level programs are being take by 315 students. A .- total of 564 students are enrolled at off-campus centers in Shawnee, 
Okla.; Houston and San Antonio, which encompasses the Hispanic 

- Baptist Theological Seminary. ' 
-\ -- - 

Southwe~tern awarded 881 degrees during the 1982-83 academic 
. - , year, far a total of 22,048 during the seminary's history. 

TataI endowment and annuity trmat funds have increased to 
- ..- $27,371,155, while total assets have grown to $68,124,750. - -. 

The continuing education department sponsomd 46 training 
events, enrolling 3,065 people. ,H - - - .._ 

-30- 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS WRAP-UP 

KANSAS CITY, June 11--The only  guarantee people have in life is wha.t 
they have committed t o  God, William H. Hinaon, pastor of First B a p t i s t  Church, . 
New Orleans, told the Southern Baptist Associatinnal Directors' Conference. 

Hinson led a three-part motivational seminar during the directors of 
missions' conference June 10-11, one o f  six meetings held in advance of the 
three-day Southern Baptist Convention. 

"What has happened to what happened t o  you?'' Hinson asked the group, 
adding each person must decide how life's experiences will shape his or her 
personality. ''We can pick up t he  brush God has given us and literally paint 
life's rainbow." 

The process of painting life's rainbow, Hinson said, involves becoming 
motivated, setting goals, managing time, taking r i s k s ,  changing attitudes 
and making a commitment. 

After leading participants i n  a personal temperament analysis, Hinson 
advised them to accepi their basic temperament and the temperaments of 
others. 

11 Don' t change your '+temperament, change your att i tude,  your habit of 
thought. 'I 

Hinson reported attitudinal motivation moves beyond motives of fear and 
incentive and has become the newest trend i n  motivational study. 

About 500 people attendedgthe 23rd annual conference, held a t  the Inn at 
Executive Park. 

During the two-day meeting, the directors of missions were hosted at a 
banquet by the Brotherhood Commission, heard messages on communication from two 
denominational leaders, elected officers and attended to other business. 

At the banquet, James Smith, president of the Brotherhood Camission, 
emphasized the important link between missions involvement and the association. 

'He said the local association's role matches a national.  trend of decentralization. 

11 If the metropolitan area or county where you are is ever going t o  be 
evangelized, it will be through you," Smith reminded the directors. 

As part of Smith's presentation, Stan White, director of missions far the 
Los Angeles area, gave a testimony about lay renewal weekends and Don Greene, 
layman from Hickory, N . C . ,  and chairman of trustees at the Missions Education 
Agency, talked about lay revivals. 

Asaociational directors of missions have traded in their traditional 
roles as program promoters for the SBC and are becoming mission strategists, 
James Lewis, Jr . ,  director of the associational missions division af the Home 
Mission,Board, Atlanta, reported. 
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TOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

f U S A S  CI l 'v ,  J u m  %.; -- ;: ,u -:L:,-rli 3: ;'-,.;.r. ;n.r~ors were told here Monday 
e .-:;~i;.g the) slto~PcE en: v;i+ ,ri .;leLr.ar:aL L . - n g e i i m  and were advised on how t o  
a~t:ieve churc;~ growtrlr s~tl c~~,-er:ons stret-s.  

FZop F i sh ,  pzafessor c f  WL:L L' : .~E-A - 2  53urh" :~terb Bapt i s t  Theological 
S:.+.narv, Fsr~ Forth, tcl l ;lvn ;II;P; : zrs ,  gat"ncz*~,d at Bartle Convention Center 
23:: thc l r  :~nr*tvnl pr~-c3~ve- .c ic~r!  Sc .:.i,..r~ E3pt i s t  %:;tors' Conference, that "the 

11 ".:y t,r3 enb~, 'r~f la  8 gr6;t~) O E  pc"%t.~;.~: 13 to L.?!~T. then individually when they last  
r.. 1 another ~ ~ ~ z . t : n  to Chrfi~t  gireri t h ~ y  last tried to do so. 

E'isr Uk11.;ired that: th& CL-ST*:$ ; z . " ~ p ? % i ~ z 3 ~ p i  ur.~aral leI~,d growth in the first 
~ ? T E P ,  ~ E . n t ~ r l ~ 6 j  of the C:.:;: tig-1 ;cr '-er:&(r:c ''tl.ic2 hsic way (early Christians) 
F jt the  C0982;,1: ="It f 29 dr:c:-U~-O k C r ,  p l ~ ~ " r l ? l  ~ ~ o m g e l i ~ z n .  " 

Ai~oth~?r  reason fa:: thr5 ~ : ' . ~ i ' i 3 : ? q ~ , ~ l  ear: y srarcth of Christianity, he said, 
11 

2 ~ 1 , ~  cka t "r;;lr T , L I ~ + L  ,"esus CC'ar-' s t  c,s:: crt24 kp? orle-oy~-~na evangelism. 

Warnrng against ie -caoir .~~eiz."~~; pe l ,  n - l  :I t:?-ssing9 Fish said, "I want t o  
~.'.1 Your you cirri? look ' . :113~~'l  ':,. C ~ C , F ,  i ) ~  :37u3 q~tlxd Z F O ~  at evangelism with 
I +su.lah, 11 

He ~dvised the paa:crrs cc? :cz.k; z <r;jib'r 1. T ~ L  :.wir first priority, t o  make 
themselves avs :I. lab te t r ~  d?e~3, ~s p o l  sm.+ . '1 w; : * I R ~ : s ~ E s ~  to devel0~3 a New Testament- 
based strategy f ~ r   persona^ witncrui~g, aid to acknowledge the authority of 
fcsua in c o m r t d i n g  h i e  Z i s c f ~ i ~ . , x  tn  T -1:'3~,1s. 'cr-~t:~le~scs. 

Eon Lewis, E! c l ~ u ~ c h  i;.,- ~ w r s ,  F. ??$.* : t-,-,t- ;T:TJ Nz3hville9 Tenn., warned that 
!.ece-sr: mrveys L;;I~JW ~ e ~ l r . i  J 5: Y(.?Y:L: . *,i . .- athiz .. ~1 3a?tlst laypeople f a i l  to list 
I wlming the wcrld t o  J-s:n;, C' r i  ?\,s r;?-: s l L ~ * r h F s  first priority. In contrast, 
he uirted, 78 pc;:cca% ~i f :;*, "7; r.r :T.; L E ~  >T ~ l a r s  g i v e  It top ,priority. 

"1t xay ha time L ~ L  ~qir~o. A & I T . ~ C E Z  a. i t ~ c  3 -  ~tb?rn Baptj.st traditions and get 
our roots into the  heart and tke life and the  soil of the l iving Christ, who 
h,>ught and paicl for the chur~h .  SO ?:*at cv2rybody in the world could have an 
f17-*rt.~mity t c  hear the s t c q  (or Jc,.;~a) :it least once," he declared. 

Lewis c*;laI.lenged t E c  paettxa t o  temebez that reven years ago at its annual 
meeting in the same hall, ths  Soath2ru U ~ ~ p t i s t  Convention voted t o  launch its 
' ' ~ s l d  Mission fhrue t ," the snl.i t in;ls 20-ye:;r program by the nation's largest 
L~~n-Catholic d~:noaination t c  ~uzr*ge3 ic~  the wo;:ld. 

But Southcern Baptist.; B--? ccrir. a:.:cztisl to C~CI'S plan for every living 
1-xtarre t o  leitm aF,~+rq,: P L ~ C ,  k; f-~li~t 911. '%s s h ~ u P d  not: have to do it 

v i L ~ h ~ c t  US, but: he can 6s it L:~",oJ+. us," , ewts sa id .  

11 Lreclarirg E:fl3f: \;a BL-L j - E G E T  7 p  ";dl-nfc 29 our couatry today,'' Charles 
i - j,qc".7t -&, , minister of c e z 7 ~ - . e L r . ~  4 L  - "  . - , v -  . ~+~~ . r t i r t  Church in Dallas, gave t i p s  on 

4 .  I t  .- pastors ca:r conquer EV*L"LJS, lb,<:-cil n ~ 1  ckFLzed E S  any atimu.lua, real or 
' :;,~iined, that jus t  ge;ss ysu :sl: c;,>,..?-t 4." 



Roy Fish, pruf eswt of e~~;,,el,is;a st &attth.,:lestem PLafptist % ~ o h g i &  -,,. . . 

S.*&$nary, Fort Rare* Wl:! -th9 m h i 3 t  erst  gothersd a t  hrtle -ti& k t =  - b  

, - g ~ r  their 391~~82 p~&3oaw%~hiriri Zic!:kbern Baptiet ?asdore' Conf-e, tbBa;'"* :. 
np). t o  &&&WZ+. a @ o q  af yeqrirr;" i a  to aak them indiridua$&j$Aah.o, tw 1-t 

. ,  % . wa:fi mother parron $43 ,&a$ akl whw they laet tried eo do 'oo- : ' . 
, . 

Fist Gca3ard t@i thp chrch ,mp~riancni w~axa33&2%d - r-h .$j.zm t three c&rurlae ~g *the ~lrri$tm&~ b e c w a  "the bwlc way aar2y Wf-).  ' 

~ o i  the rP+sarge Wt:y+s o m q ~ n ~ c ~ a ,  per~oasl e ~ r i g e l r .  " 
- # - .  

. , , t 
' ", 

PV ~rzgc4er rawia*3uz the pE~nawtaal w l y  growth of ChrietWty, he eaijd, - 
. '.-- : prna cI.xtt b r d  34- C k ~ g t  o*zi']rr%d ax cwipon-cnc e v z u c t g ~ l i ~ "  

$: C. 
i- . * 

I hxLng  ag+h&% E?c-q~pk~a$ki~~~*g! b g a ~ ~ d  u$tno~afsg* fish mid,  "L - w q %  
L 

2 ."~ 
'c'e.1 yaa, you, an' t, f w k ' ~ " ~ ~ &  - z ;BSU~ rrta$ X.c&k *& $olaa8al* wfth- . " 

&bd9in.t' * .  
,-. 

,.v . ' * - Be advisadl the p '$$&&6,~   PA^ svwml.%&u their f iret priorSty, h aph - 

. i . f d r d v e e  ~ ~ ~ 1 & b h  W CDB PS p e r e b s ~  orl"zeoaea, to  d W q  & Xkw.Teis~-- 
b n d  itrrragy br pdeeosri witae~xsb, >pd t o  .ckwwledwa q b i  w#m$t& 'of 

. , , .  Jerruo h w i m a a d ~ ~ ~  &W$%pto .to 6ecac~e. vttue-a. 
'i, . *' 

F'. ' " .  Rm Lads, a oh&& g ~ ~ m t h ,  s~n&zltnr.r f +on VeaMlle, Term, i mtrmd tet 
<> * 

. s recar ~?trveya ahow s"er& 43 ~ z ~ d - t ;  ~ l f  Scuthexn B-lplt 11~rpatsj~3.e Ia*LI.ta I* , 

'bfnning the world t o  Jh&-.(a.rir t a+ "9% ~kureb' -~:  $$rat pr$&rtfW. TD e ~ . f r W $ ' : :  . . 
1 - .. hs,noted. 78 w c e m  of Ei:l.vfl'un Pqti.9 pVLors give i t  tog ,pIriwity. 

. * I 

"It my,  be ei.. Chrt tn Porget a h u ~  %athern Baptist traditim. aLd get ' 

. &! - our rod- h t o  tb WmAail .t5s life gnd the AOU O$ 7@ac.,livbg Chriot, dw 
5 bought and paid for t&a mch so ,%c -embody i s  &# rorld could h m  ma 

Y . ,  < 
<- 
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* I r 

> , ' "ia cbdLlage,sd tha m . t ~ r a  ts r-Bar zbt .&m .gq ar f.munul ' A 
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Page 2-Monday Morning Pastorsq Conference 

Lowery, brother of Pastors' Conference vice-president Fred Lowexy, 
laced h i s  presentation with personal examples of stress wlth his wife and 
children, noting the problem is inevitable in human relationships. 

H e  also noted that most pastora have "Type A'' personalities, and 
as such are especially prone to stress. 

"A Type A person does sometimes s top and smell the roses," he said, 
"but if they smell good h e ' l l  try to sell them on Mother's Day to raise money 
for the building program." 

Among his suggestions fox dealing with stress, Lowery advised responding 
rather than reacting to l i f e ,  receiving one's congregation and church members 
for what they are, realhing the need for support from friends, and relaxing 
and rejoicing in the knowledge that "results are God's problem." 

-30- 

By Stan Hastey: 2 :45  p.m.'Monday 
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FOR RELEASE AT 6a. &NS 
ROUND-UP FOR TUESDAY PMS 

KANSAS CITY, June 12--Southern Baptists need to take a more aggressive role in 
evangelizing the world, James T. Draper, Jr., outgoing president of the 14 million 
member Southern Baptist Convention, said Tuesday. 

In the president's address, Draper, pastor of First Baptist Church, Eulesa, 
Texas, called on Southern Baptists to face up to the rlsk, responsibility and reality 
of extending the witness o f  the gospel to the ends of the earth. 

Reminding the messengers of the command of Jesus Christ: to share the gaspel, 
Draper said Southern Bapt i s t s  aren't taking chat mandate very seriously. 

"We have talked about bold mission. But we are not bold.  We cannot pay 
this debt af the gospel casually. I t  must be the heartbeat of our lives." 

While Southern Baptists have given large amounts of money in suppart of 
missions, that financial effort is nor bold and aggressive when compared t o  total 
income and church d e b t ,  Draper insisted. 

The address by Draper on the  t o p i c ,  "Debtors to the World," climaxed the 
opening session of the three-day meeting of Southern Baptists at Bartle Convention 
Center. 

The messengers are expected t a  choose a new president, approve a record 
budget of $130 million and consider a wide range of resolutians. 

Concerning risk, Draper said Southern Baptists have become toa comfortable 
in their intricately detailed buildings and beautiful choir robes with their 
well trained ministers. 

r i  Our denomination is stablc, strong and growing. But what have we risked ta 
share the gospel? A t  what point have we been even inconvenienced? The truth 
is that most of our church programming is planned for the convenience of the 
membership. " 

Tuxning to the importance of responsibility, Draper emphasized the value of 
cooperation with less criticism and condemnation. 

"None of us is doing so well in carrying out this responsibility that we 
can accuse another. Even though some of our churches are baptizing large numbers 
of people ,  we are not really making an inroad into the great unchurched population 
of this land." 

As for reality, Southern Baptist have last much of their credibility in the 
world, Draper contended. 

"Where is the outcry over the legalized ki l - l ing  of over 17 million innocent 
pre-born children in the last I1  years," the outgoing president asked. 

"Abortion has become a crime of enormous proportions in America. We have 
been content to pass a f e w  innocuous resolutions about i t ,  but as churches we 
have not been willing to deal with the problems of unwanted pregnancies." 



Page 2-Round-up for Tuesday PMs 

Draper called for a massive ministry of education for expectant unwed 
msthers, including care through pregnancy, birth and adoption, if necessary. 

Southern Baptists have also been silent about the rising t i d e  of 
sensuality i n  media, Draper continued. 

"On television the Christian cormrmnity is routinely ridiculed. Porno- 
graphy in print has become a multi-billion dollar business. 41 

Draper said God has blessed Southern Baptiats because of their concern 
for world-wide nitseions and wangelism "but In  recent yearia our commitment t this 
proclamation has Ieesened. " 

Drapelc encouraged Southern l japtlsts t o  spend more time i n  prayer, to develop 
a strategy for sharing their faith i n  their area and to increase their flnaaclal 
contributions. 

By Roy Jenninga; 3 p.m, Monday 
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FOR I W D I A T E  RELEASE 

UNSOLICITED HANDOUTS 

;KANSAS CITY, June 10--Messengers t o  the Southern Baptist Convention here who 
like to collect paper, pamphlets and books are having a field day. 

Not only are messengers receiving a wealth of printed maFerial from various 
Southern Bapt i s t  agencies, they're getting uneolicited handoute from organizations 
and individuals even before they reach the exhibit area. 

Handouts ranged from a colorful booklet containing the New American Standard 
Gospel of John t o  a 215-page paperback book entitled Mormonfmn, Mama & Me! by 
Thelma h e r .  In between were a hodgepodge of pamphlets and me-page handouts, 

One of the most interesting persons distributing literature was a 68-year old 
former Mormon, dresaed, in old-fashioned clothing and wearing a name tag that said 
I t  Granny" Geer--Ex-Mormon Pianeering for Jesus. 

Mrs. Geer said she was converted t o  the Baptist faith 37 years ago by a missionary 
from the Southern Baptist Home Mission bard* She refers to herself as "a trophy 
of Southern Bapt i s t  Rome missions. o t 

She passes out her books, whach normally cost $3.95, free to pastors although 
she d i d  accept donations. Mrs. Geer says she does i t  to "show her appreciation to 
Southern Baptists far bringing m e  to  Jesus." 

One pamphlet opposed abortian, while another was a sales pitch for the 25th 
anniversary edition of the  Soul Winner's New Testament. A 160-page book told 
how t o  deal with the devil. 

Not all material was distributed by hand. One company, placed its material 
in an unusual place--on taps of various trash containers within the lobby of th  
convention center. 

According to comments from some messengers that may have been the most convenient 
place t o  put it. 

Ira Taylor, a pastor from Atkins, Ark., said he Eiret looks a t  the handouts he's 
glven before throwing them away, 

Bobbi Jackson of Huntsville, Ala. , says she i s  "select ive .  " "Sometimes' if I 
don't have time to stop, I jus t  take the material and throw it  i n  the traeh." 

Jean and Bradley Pope, missionaries to Panama, said "we take everything and skim 
it, then throw it in  traah cans." 

These people are just a few of the many, many messengers who don't seem to be 
connoisseurs of free handouts. For them--trash cans become "closet' companions. 

Garbage collectors who are paid by the pound will be happy! 

By Lonnie Wilkey; 4:55 p.m. Monday 



News Room 
Southern Baptist Convention 

June 12-14, 1984 
Room 209 East 

Bartle Convention Center 
Kansas City, Missouri 

(816) 346-0624 

Wihner C. Fields 
SBC Press Representative 

Dan Martin 
News Room Manager 

Photo and Features Manager 

News 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

PASTORS ELECT 

KANSAS CITY,  June 11--0,s. Hawkins, pastor of First Baptist Church, Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. ,  was elected president of the Southern Baptist Pastors' 
Conference Monday afternoon a t  Bartle Convention Center. 

Hawkins, nominated by Adrian Rogers of Memphis, Tenn., former president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, was described as "straight as an arrow . 
theologically. A graduate of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and 
Texas Christian University, Hawkins has l e d  his church to be one of the top 
10 In the SEC i n  baptisms, Rogers said. 

Hawkins won easily over D.L. Lowery, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Lubbock, Texas, i n  a show-of-hands vote. 

Ak estimated 10,000 attending the a£ ternoon session alao elected another 
conservative, Robert Tenery, pastor of Burkemont Baptist Church, Morgaatown, 
N.C., as vice president. He also 'won handily aver T.T. Crabtree, pastor of 
First Bapt i s t  Church, Springfield,  Ma. . 

But when i t  came to  choosing a secretary-treasurer, the pastors dead- 
locked on the two nominees, Tom Melzoni, Sr. , pastor of Miami Shores Baptist 
Church, Dayton, Ohio, and Calvin Miller, pastor of Westside B a p t i s t  Church* 
Omaha, Neb. 

After wen a standing vote couldn't show a difference, President Charles 
Stanley of Atlanta suggested the group eplit the off ice,  and th is  was approved. 
Miller, author of 19 books, was named secretary, and Melzoni, a pioneer church 
pastor and church-starter in Ohio, was named treasurer. 

Russell Kaemmerling, editor of the Southern Baptist Advocate and a 
canaervative'spolceaman described Hawkins aa consamative who w i l l  be "his 
own man. " 

Tenery, editor of the conservative Baptists United News and a trudtee 
of the Southern Baptist  Sunday School Board, was nominated by former SBC 
president Bailey Smith of Del City, Okla. Smith said Tenery's church has 
increased its Cooperative Program giving 600 percent, with a 63 percent 
lncreaoe i n  the past year. 

By Bob Stanley; 4:30 p.m. Monday 
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FOR IMMJ3DIATE RELEASE 

Music Conference 

KANSAS CITY, June 11---Musicians attending the 28th Southern Baptist 
Church Music Conference Monday were called to strive for an excellence 
in worship and in shared ministry. 

Calvin Miller, pastor of Westside Baptist Church, Omaha, Neb., said 
Southern Baptists tend t o  paint caution barricades warning men against 
Hell, while seeing beautiful things as a waste of time. 

"The God who redeems is also the God who creates ,  sometimes with 
extravagance and beauty to glorify himself," Miller said. "The issue of 
excellence in warship includea building better  worshippers by upgrading 
mediocre tastes of church members." 

Miller said excellence in worship for Southern Baptiste has been 
"mangled by urgency and ignorance" w i t h  a diet that grows blander and 
blander, 

"If we practice false and plastic gospel, God's Holy Spir i t  will not 
attend the services no matter how they look," Miller contfnued. "We 
can't have the Holy Spirit in worship where integrity is missing." 

Joe Stacker, secretary of the church administration department at 
the Sunday Schoal Board, Nashville, told the musfcians there is current- 
ly a lack of understanding of New Testament leadership. 

"Corporate executive management s ty l e  i s  not ministry," Stacker 
said. "Pastors are called to be examples to church members who are min- 
isters too. 

"If we understand and accept shared ministry, Bold Mission Thrust 
can be more than a gaal ," Stacker said .  "We must turn to each other In 
times of trouble. supporting each other. 'The battorn lfne is that Sou- 
thern Bapt i s t s  have got to start loving each other even though we have 
different opinions and ideas. " 

During the annual buainess session, awards went to Marjorie Jacob 
Caudill and Donald Hustad for their contributions to church music. ' 

Caudill, missionary to  Cuba for 39 years, was made an honorary member 
of the Southern Baptist ChurchsMuaic Fellowship. Hustad was presented 
the W. Hines Sims Award. Hustad is the V. V. Cook professor of organ 
at Southern Bapt i s t  Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.  

A total  of 317 persons registered for the conference and attendance 
has been almost 1,000 for the evening concerts. The conference is being 
held at First Baptist Church, Raytam, Ma, 

By Jim Lowry: 5 : 2 5  p.m. Manday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday Morning WMU 

KANSAS CITY,  June 11--Woman's Missionary Union was praised by missions kxec- 
utives here Monday as "the missions conscience of Southern Baptists1' and "thk 
prime motivator In the single largest missions offering in Christendom." 

The missions leaders also challenged about 2,500 women tu help reverse an 
l'erosionll in missions support. 

Jofning missionaries on the  platform at the annual 'WMU Convention were R, 
Keith Parks, president of Southern Baptists' Foreign Mission Board, Richmond; 
William G. Tanner, president of the Home Mission Board, Atlanta; Lloyd Elder, pres- 
ident of the Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville; and James Smith, president of 
the Brotherhood Cammission, Memphis. 

Parks, chief executive of 3,400 Southern Baptist foreign missionaries, said, 
I1 I am grateful that WMU continues to be the mission conscience af Southern Baptists 
at a time when some forces would turn us i n  another direction." 

Parks said Southern Baptists have given a total of nearly $654 million for 
foreign missions through 'the annual Lottie Moon Christmas offering, This year's 
offering of $58 million equals the total gifts of the first 70 years. 

The 1983-84 offering was almost $4 million greater than last year's but fell 
short of the goal by about $2 million. 

Parks expressed cancern that the special offering provides more mission& 
support than the Cooperative Program, Southern Baptists' main method of under- 
girding missions work. 

"Throughout the Convention, an erosion has taken place in Cooperative Program 
giving," he said. "Except for what you're doing, wetd have to reduce by morte than 
40 percent what is happening in world missions. 

"But of more value to eternity than all the money, are your comitted prayers 
for our missionaries. " 

Tanner, the Home Mission Board president, said the annual Annie Armstrong 
offering for Home Missions each spring is "making the difference in the United States." 

"But just the offering is not: enough,'' he said. "We must have a distinct week 
of prayer and home missions study." 

Tanner said one of the greatest areas of growth in missions involvement has 
been in volunteers. The Home Mission Board processed 46,000 volunteers last year, 
said Tanner, and "we're looking forward to the time when we have 100,000 volunteers 
serving in one year." 

Elder ,  who is attending his first Southern Baptist Convention since becoming 
president of the Sunday School Board, told the women, "I am committed to the belief 
that the best days of contributing to the kingdom are still before us.'' 



Page 2--Monday Morning WMU 

I 1 %  Carolyn Westherford, executive director of WMU, told the women that the WMU 
--ecutive committee voted las t  Friday t o  reduce the Lottie Moon Foreign Missioas 
OSieL-fng goal from $72 to $70 m i l l i o n  in 1985 and to set a $75 million goal for 
?he 1986 offering. 

She also said  the goal for the 1985 Amie Armstrong Offering for Home 
Nissions had been reduced from $32 million t o  $30 million. 

The women re-elected Dorothy E. Sample of Flint .  Mlch., to a fourth con- 
secutive term as their president and Betty Gilreath of Charlotte, N.C., t o  a 
four th  term as recording secretary. 

At the first ethnic luncheon sponsored by WMU,missionaries and church WMU 
leadera a£  many nationalities urged their co-workers t o  redouble their efforts t o  
begin more women's groups t o  help take the gospel throughout the world. 

Ry Orville Scott, 4: 40 p.m. Monday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

WMU Afternoon Session 

KANSAS CITY, Mo., June 11--An expression of thanks was issued to Southern BapLi,\t. 
churches and the Southern B a p t i s t  Home Missian Board by Missionary Allen  Elaton of 
Warm Springs, Ore., during the Monday a£ ternoon session of Woman's Missionary Union. 

"My family and I are grateful t o  Southern Baptists for  their continued support 
f o r  us during 20 years of l i t t l e  or no success in our work," he said. 

Elstan serves as  a home missionary t o  the Indians and is pastor of Warm Springs 
Bapt i s t  Church. He served there 18 years before the first  Indian rnam became a part 
of the church. 

"Whan I f irst  came to Warm Springs my goal was t o  grow a church that would be 
their church, led by them, supported locally by them and actively reaching the corn- 
~nun i ty  w i th  the gospel; But 'the problem w a s  evident.  We were the typ ica l  o u t ~ i d e r : ~ ~ ' '  

Far 10 years the Elstons' work centered around the children and youth w i t h  no 
man a part of the  congregation and no ongoing min i s t ry  if they left .  

Then one day Els ton  realized he was not reaching h i s  goals and changed his 
strategy. We stopped all youth and children's activities t a  focus on the adults.  

"It was a lonely time. We went from super activity to almost nathing," he 
s a i d .  "And then doubts began to set i n  and problems began t o  arise among my family. 

11 I came t o  the  end of my rope and on a t r i p  alone told. the Lord whatever could 
be salvaged 111 my I.ffe was up to h i s  grace." 

E l s t o n  returned with a new attitude, but things d i d  not turn around imediatel.y, 
The few remaining women began meeting for B i b l e  study and prayer several years b e f - ~ , ~  
the husband of one of the women became a Christian. 

" I ' m  so thankful to be a part of t h i s  ministry. And ministry i s  God's way of  
reaching little places like ours who also deserve to hear the message of God's salva- 
t i o n . "  

A testimony of cooperation between WHU and t h &  association was given by Bettyr 
and Waltiir Agnor. 

Agnor is director of missions for Eastern Baptist Association i n  Sal isbury,  Md. 
and Mrs. Agnor is president a£ Maryland's WMU. 

"No director uf missions has a better friend than WMU," Agnar said. " ~ e ~ . r y e  and 
I have been laborers together f o r  35 years and that includes a marvelous partnership 
*?. ++I Woman' s Missionary Union. " 

"I have discovered that  no naission task is  too great for the women and I have 
turned to them innumerable times t o  accomplish the impossible," he said. 

Other testimonies were given by three women representing ethnic work i n  WMU. Out 
o f  the 70 language groups the Home Mission Board is working with ,  WNU currently has 
wark among 18. 

Those speaking t o  the group included Nansuh Chun from Flushing, N . Y . ,  Carmen 
~ornesa"rias from M i a m i ,  Fla. and Olelah Mae Morris from Lawrence, Ran, 

By Jer i l .ynn  Amstrong: 5 :  25 p.m. Monday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday Executive Committee 

KANSAS CITY,  June 11--The Executive Committee of t h e  Southern Baptist Con- 
vention approved without  dissent each of the recommendations and r e p o r t s  of i t s  
subcommittees Monday dur ing  a fast-paced, 90-minute plpnary se s s lon .  

Included in the s e r i e s  of a c t i o n  was adoption of the Executive Committee's 
annual r e p o r t  t o  the SBC, which opens a three-day meeting Tuesday at Bartle 
Convention Center. The report i nc ludes  a recommendation f o r  a record SBC Co- 
ope ra t ive  Probram a l l o c a t i o n  budget of $130 m i l l i o n  f o r  1984-85. 

The recommended budget calls f o r  $118 million for the basic operating budget, 
$6,874,000 for c a p i t a l  needs and $5,126,000 for  the "challenge" budget. The 
1983-84 budget was $125 million. 

The Executive Committee approved a r e p o r t  from the SBC Canada Study Committee 
farmed las t  year t o  examine t h e  merits of amending the SBC Cons t i t u t ion  t o  inc lude  
Canada i n  t h e  geographical  area encampassed by the SBC.  

The r e p o r t  recommends t h a t  the c o n s t i t u t i o n  n o t  be changed, but that: Southern 
Baptists seek " to  develop an aggressive evangelistic strategy ( f o r  Canada) 
utilizing increased  Southern Baptist leadership and resources."  

The report recommends formation of a Canada Planning Group consisting of the 
executive and o the r  designated representatives f rom the Home Mission Board, 
Foreign Mission Board, Sunday School Board and Radio and Television Commission to 
c o r r e l a t e  SBC work with churches i n  Canada, 

The Executive Committee heard a progress r e p o r t  from Cecil A. Ray, national 
d i r e c t o r  of a new program designed t o  increase suppor t  f o r  the Cooperative 
Program, the  convent ion 's  veh ic le  f o r  f inancing its warldwide ministries. 

A s  a p a r t  of t henewtp lanned  Growth i n  Giving" plan,  denominational leaders 
w i l l  be  challenged t o  "set an example of commitment" by pledging t o  i nc rease  
their personal giv ing  through local churches. 

A special commitment s e r v i c e  f a r  Executive Committee members and staff has 
been scheduled dur ing  t h e  S e p t .  17-19 Executive Committee meeting i n  Nashvi l le .  

I n  o t h e r  ac t ions ,  the Executive Committee: 

--t'RespectEully decl ined" a request from trustees of Midwestern B a p t i s t  
Theological  Seminary t o  revise t h e  1983-84 and 1984-85 Cooperative Program 
Allocation Budgets in l i g h t  of a n t i c i p a t e d  s h o r t f a l l s  i n  receipts; 

--Heard a progress r e p o r t  on construction of t h e  $7 m i l l i o n  SBC Building 
in Nashville, scheduled for completion i n  mid-January 1985; 



Page 2--Monday Executive Committee 

--Approved the charter of ACTS Satellite Network, Inc., a subsidiary corpora- 
tion of the Radio and Television Commission. 

--Apprwed reeolutions of appreciation honoring two retiring Southern Baprist 
,- state paper editors, C . . R .  Caley, edi tor  of the Kentucky Western Recorder for 27 

years; and Robert 3. Naotlaga, editor of The I l l inois  Blrptiat for 17 years, 

By David Wilkinron--5:15 p.m. Monday 
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Page 2--Sunday Campus Ministers 

Consequently, there has become a "normativeness" of single-parent homes, 
a normativeness of divorce and a normativeness a£ alternate l i v i n g  arrange- 
ments, he said. "~hese  trends translate into an acceptability. The new 
morality is not intentional, but it is accepted by society." 

These changes in family life, he said, call student ministers to ask: 
"What is our good news? What is it that  we have t o  offer the non-Christian 
that cannot be offered by society? What does the non-Christian see in the 
Christian family t o  give them hope? What i s  it about Christian families that 
is superior t o  his or her own family lifestyle? 

"You, as ministexs of the gospel on the college campus, are the funda- 
mental resources for the students. Your family ministry is an intensely 
personal ministry." 

Anderson said the task often falls to the college minister or Baptist  
Student: Union director t o  teach the biblical view of the importance of home 
and the family; to show the church as the only institution In modern ~ o c i e t y  
that can accept and nurture the family in a l l  o f  its various forms; and t o  
encourage d i sc ip le sh ip  aa students grow in all areas of their l i v e s .  

Accep'tlng that chaLlsnge, he said* could lead t o  an avangsll$m an 
college campuses such as ha8 never been Been before. 

By Karen Benaon: 6r05 p.m; Manday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE , 

Monday Aftornbon Pastors.' Cclnf erence 

KANSAS. CITY, June 11--An estimated 10,000 attended the Monday afternoon 
session of the Southern Baptist Paators' Cqnference d e s p i t e  a meeting of 
the "SBC ~orum" which attracted 2,000. 

Secretary-Treaeurer Fred Powell of Excelsior Spring, MQ. . said the crowd 
was "larger than at the same time last year" in Pittsburgh but declinid t o  com- 
ment oa the altstnative meeting for pastors at the Music Hall nearby. 

The Forutn, orgaaized'by a loosely knit group of pastors, offered f i ve  major 
addresgee, . . , 

firing the Pastors' Conference sess ion,  0. S. Hawkins, pastor of First 
Baptist ~hulch, Fart huderdale, Fla., was elected its new president; Robert 
Tenary, paatox of Bur-nt Baptis't Church, Morgahton, N . C . ,  vice president; 
Tom klzunf, Sr., pastor of Miami Shores Baptist  Church, Dayton, Ohio, secretary; 
and Calvin Miller, pastor of  Westside Baptist Church, Omaha: Neb., treasurer. 

, . 
. Earlier i n  the afternoon, Hawkins had challenged the pastors to wercome 

diecourageqmt, diversion and doubt in seektng to meet their goals in the 
ministzy. Uaing the story of Joseph i n  Geneais 36 as hie  text, the Florida 
paetor adviaed'his fellow preachers to follow Joseph's example in "facing 
God-allowed diffidultiee; fleeing godless desires, and following God-given 
dreams. 

I 
"A8 Sbutbrn  Baptists, we have a long history of following our* God-given 1 dreams* Otlit great Southern Baptist Convention was built and is being built  on 

I God-givett drsams. There's no other thing l ikb it." We urged the pastors to  
I "~uake sure ybur ma1 1s from God and then follow that God-given dream." 
I - 
I 

I 
Other spsahrs were Larry Burkett , Dahlonega, Ga. , a CEEristian financial 

1 counselor, and Stephe? F. Olfoxd, of Encounter Ministries, Wheaton, Ill. , 

hrkett urged pastors t o  sat an example for their members in financial 
stewrrrdahip. Be,aaid one study indicated 90 percent of those leaving their 
pastorates cited finandial problems as a factor. 

Warning against time-payments and indebtedness t o  get material things, 
Burkett advieed the preachare t o  trust God and teach their people that they 
are not &era, but stewards, of the material things God has put in their handa. 

Offord prescribed personal discipline in the peraohal, social and spiritual,  
aepects of pbstors' lives. 

"Gad, make us servant preachers," he appealed. He advised pastors t o  know 
their ministry, lwe 'it, prove it and guard it by taking heed. to "y urslelf and 
y ur doctrine." 

The coaf Fence was to close Monday night. 
--3o-- 

By Bob Stanley--6:30 .p.m. Monday * 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday--Campus Ministera 

KANSAS CITY, June 11--Dospite all the gloomy report8 and predictions 
about the demise of the family in society today, Americans are still a marry- 
ing people, Dr. John Howell, professor of Christian ethics at Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, told a group of campus ministers here Monday. 

Well more than 90 percent of all Americans will marry at: some time and 
two-thirde of a11 those marriages will remain intact, he said. 

While the number of single adults living together hae doubled i n  the 
last 10 years, that group represents only about 5 percent of society, he 
said. "Marriage is still alive and, i n  many cases, well in aociety today." ,' 

Elowell was the keyhote speaker at the annual conference of the &so- 
ciation of Southern Baptist Campus Ministers. Theme of the conference was 
"Our Bold Mission: Ministering Competently and Maintaining Personally Chris- 
tian Piarriaged on Campus. " 

. Howell explored several aspects of  Christian i i v ing ,  primarily focusing 
on marriage and the family, constructive communication and intimacy in rela- 
tionships. 

"The family is having new preesures placed upon it, yet  the desire is 
there to have the family ae a place of renewal ," he said. 

The purpose of marriage is to fulfill the need for intimate companion- 
ship, ha said. "The heart: of divorce is the failure to develop an intimate 
relationship. 

A lot of the student couples that college ministers couneel with and 
minister to, he said,  are those who are in~resting enormous amounts of time 
and energy in classwork, studyins, extracurricular activities, church work 
and other outside activities. "They are trying to build marriages on the 
leftovers , " he explained. 

Individuals do not have to be married to need or desire intimate com- 
panionship, he said. Single adults  also can enjoy a shared privacy that does 
not necessitate a sexual relationship. 

For those who do marry, Howell suggested four key purposes of marriage-- 
intimate companionship, sexual fulfillment, child bearing and rearing, and 
spiritual growth. 

To have hslmariy in the marriage, each spouse must share similar attitude8 
.toward life; e&h partner must work to blend his or her unique contributions 
which each brings to the relationship; both must create a marriage in which 
intimacy can grow; and the couple must create harmony through mutual need- 
meeting, he said. 
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7 - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Moraday Night C,ampue Ministers 

KANSAS CITY, June 11--Family life ieoues and concerns were detailed 
Honday for more than SO college ministers and Baptiet  Student Union dir- 
ctors PC tbg annuall~oeting of the Association of Southern Bapt i s t  Cam- 

pus Mirdaters. 

T h m  of the con£ereace was ''Our Bold Miasion: Ministering Competent- 
ly and MBintaining Persoually ChrSetian Marriages on Campus," patterned 
after. the 1984-85 Southern BaptSet 'Bold. Missian theme which deals with 
f d l y  life. 

Dr. Gqrdoa Ungsley, president of W i l l i a m  Jewel1 College in Liberty, 
Mo., said,  mapus miqieters catmot hope to minister to the wide or diverse 
fielda in M c b  they are callqd. 5ha diversity of students, and the re- 
aulting diversity of, needs, ie "mind-boggling," even on. a l $  Raptist . 
c 11 ge '&mpusrbti and i r r  "m%qd-bl&abjn on' larger cof lege campusas, pat- 
titularly ,lartger pub1 Ac schoola ,. he said. 

"It is. not a 'university, ' but rather, a 'multiversity. "' The .numbmx 
f people going in all directions aa. thay are doing a l l  kinds of thing8 ds 

e spectacle o f  scarcely o r g a n l e d  chaos." 
I .  

With ahat kind of field .to miaiiotar t o ,  he said,  i t  is very difficult' 
for me persun to mipistex indi+.idually. "You need an Amy, but you have ' 
only a volunteer Br-e troop. '* 

Cmpw PPinisrero have impoeriblr jabs, .he s a i d ,  "but every good thing 
fa an impossible job -- the early disrc$plee had impossible joba; Jesus 
Christ had 'an btpossible job." 

1 

Encouragement m w t  come from +owing that "with God, i t  is poosible, t 

because Cod doeau't measure eucceua in terms of completion of the job, but 
rcrthmr the effort and the proceer ~f the job. Each person has capa;bilities 
and possibilities that they uniquely caa bring t o  the job. God will honor 
that." . 

John W e l l  of the Couoseliag Canter at Michigan State University, 
Lansing, told the college ministere that they w i l l  increasingly deal with 
llalternati~rar to ,Christian living" on college campuses. 

Such alternatives include premstltal ae% and the accompanying .behavior 
of living fogether, uwanred pregaanciee atid the reeulting abo~tions, 
hornasexual behavior that increaeiagly I s  being sanctioned' through gay 
student organiziitions on moat public and mny private colleges, and the 
whola ielaw of cults. 

Powell eacouragad 'the miniaterg to devote their - f u l l  attention to each 
student's teal need or concern 'aad to develop tho techniques of good lirten- 
ing. "I think you'll find an increased willingness of atudinta t o  h r the ' 

Christian masage -- these are atudenta who really want to hear the observa- 
tions f someone who really cares fo2 t h e m .  

, --more-- 



News Room 
h h e r n  Baptist Convention 

June 12-14, 1984 
Room 209 East 

Bartle Convention Center 
Kansas City, Missouri 

(816) 346-0624 

Witner C. Fields 
SBC Press Representative 

Dan Martin 
News Room Manager 

Creig Bird 
Photo and Features Manaoer 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Hobbs at  SBC Forum 

KANSAS CITY, June ll--Women are going to respond to God's call and are 
going to serve, a woman state missions director told an estimated 2,000 people 
attending the SBC Forum meeting Monday afternoon at the Convention Center 
Music Hall. 

*I  Whether they w i l l  serve i n  Southern Baptist churches or not: i s  st i l l  
unanswered. But sewe they will , ' '  Sara Ann Hobbs, director of the missions 
division for the North Carolina Baptist Convention, Raleigh, emphasized. 
"The gteatest tragedy may not be that they can't f ind a job but that the church 
w i l l  lose  its chance at br i l l iant  leadership." 

Starting ~ 5 t h  women i n  the early church, such as Lydia, Phoebe and 
Prisc i l la ,  Hobbs documented haw women through history have been in key roles 
of the church. 

Citing Leon McBeth, a Baptist church historian, as her source, Hobbs told 
of women preachers among early English Baptists'and deaconesses and elderesses 
among Baptists in  colonial America. 

"This destroys the myth that women in ministry i s  a recent phenomenon 
and an outgrowth of the feminist movement," she contended. 

In the l a s t  10 years the number of women enrolled i n  U.S. seminaries haa 
more than doubled, Hobbs sa id .  Women now account for 21 percent of the 
students in the six Southern Baptist seminaries. And they are increasing at 
a faster rate than men. In the past 10 years female students have increased 
204 percent t o  males' 154 percent a t  Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky, The same trend is seen at four of the other five seminaries. 

Their number is increasing but the jobs available t o  them are actually 
decreasing, Hobbs charged. In North Carolina the percentage of women engaged 
in non-pastoral ministries has decreased i n  the past three decades. In 1950, 
32 percent of the directors of missions in the state were women. In 1981 
chat figure had dropped to 5 percent, Female ministers of music accounted for 
68 p rcent of the graup in  1950 but only 16 percent in 1981. 

Drawing from her statistics, Hobbs concluded that women did many church- 
related jobs when they were first developing, but when men entered the ' f i e lds ,  
titles changed from educational director t o  minister of education and the 
work was seen as more appropriately done by men. 

A changing society, though, will force Southern Baptists' hand. Hobbs 
pr dicted. Quoting John Naisbitt, author of Megatrends, she sa id  that the 
trend w i l l  continue of women delaying marriages and childbearing for educa- 
tion and careers. Then they--the lapomen of the church--will make an in- 
creasingly strong impact on the business world. 



$ - m  
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" W i l l  t h e  church say t o  the female corporate executive that she must have 
no leadership expectations in her church or to the bank vice president that she 
should always be secretary and never chairman of the budget ~ounnittee?'~ Hobbs 
asked. 

As the attitude toward responsible positions f o r  laywomen changes, so will 
the at t i tude  toward women ministers, she predicted.  

"God is not listening t o  those who say he cannot call women t o  certain 
kinds of mlnistry and is continuing t o  call out bright ,  committed young women," she 
emphasized. And "women are not listening t o  those who say God cannot call them 
to d n i s t r y  and they are responding to his c a l l  and preparing themselves for 
ministry. " 

There is something Southern Baptists ,  especially ministers can do, Hobba 
suggested. Continue t o  encourage young women to respond to God's call to ministry, 
continue to speak for them, recommend them as ministers and hire  them. 

"You and I must help them f i n d  the places where they can match gifts and 
call t o  service, with opportunity." 

By Anita Bowden: 7:08 p.m. Monday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
News 

Religious Education Roundup 

KANSAS CITY, June 11--The Southern Bapt is t  Religious Education Association took 
steps  toward hiring its first executive director and its membera were challenged t o  
look a t  the past,  present md future as primary waya of doing religious education 
during its 29th annual seasion Sunday and Monday at  the Adam Mark Hotel, 

During the two-day eeesion, the S B R U  authorized its board of directors t o  
sa k sp cia1 funding for a part-time executive dir~ctor and then voted to name 
veteran Southern Baptiet religious educator Eloina Dickeon to  f i l l  the p o ~ t  on a 
one-year matract basis am soon aa funding i r  sacuxsd. 

Dicb n, executive a t  the Baptist Sunday Schaol Board, Narhvill*, Tean., until 
last year,, is currently head of Life Trureition~, Inca The Brantwoad, Tam. orgm- 
ization, *she said, asarirts groupr and individuarle in managing chongr and growth 
through consultation and training r e m i c a r .  

Southern Baptiet theologian William Handricka, fmaturad ~paakar for thr mart- 
ing, bffered particlpantr perspact$vrro of thair church and denoPlinrtiom1 r ~ i a r  
based on emphasic'ing ths  p u t ,  pr~aant  and Puturr. 

Bendricks,. a prof lersox 'at. Golden Gate 8apt;Lmt Thrologicrl 8miarry , Mill 
Valley, Calif., , w i l l  j o i n  the faculty of  Southam Baptist Throldgical Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., thie fall, 

Hendriclrs told the Baptirt aducrtorar they would br w21r to  rclriourly aonrldmr 
which of the' 'three approachem b9st f i t  thdx  rituationo m d  urr i t  ,* 

~*'detocoring the importance b f  ,caneanring. the  art, Handrich daclarad , "Wm 
must carry the 'important , . partp of  the paat with us , '  o r  wa hava*~nb ,prarmt 
and future . 

An approach focused on the paot, IfrPadrickr eraid, offaxo racurity, familiarity 
and proven reaultr. 

Haadricke toldEhe~porticfpante some of them will went t o  emphrsitr the prr- 
aeat, saying, ,'You have got to meet the naedr of today and you havr t o  ba flrxibl 
enough to do it. " 

Bendricks $aid , ths merit8 of thle approach includ~ opennemo , r williagrrcrrr t o  
learn and an ability to rsepond . to  the new, 

In us c10~;1q,address, Hendrickm dencrfbed an approach empharlsing thr fut~r., 
saying, "You have to  be hopeful enough o f  the u l t b u t e  purpose of  God, to 1 ~ t  a m  
aituatione find their m solut~ons.  In other words, you don't have to  play Gad 
for these situations. 

Strengthe of much an approach, he said, are that it platrr, maker projactione, awl-  
siom and dtaluns. 



"Dreams are no less substantial than facts from t h e  past and needs of the pres- 
ent;" he'-aid. 

Most educators ,  Hendricks said, w i l l  use  elements of all t h ree  approaches i n  
t h e i r  m i n i s t r i e s ,  but he emphasized that per iod ica l ly ,  they should conscien- 
tiously s e l e c t  and use t h e  one t h a t  best f i t s  their situation. 

I n  ather business,  t h e  educators elected Dennis Pasrott,  minis ter  of educa- 
t i o n  and administrat ion a t  Green Acres Bapt is t  Church, Tyler ,  Texas, as president- 
e l e c t .  

Bruce Powers, professor  of Christian education, Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C., w i l l  eerve as pres ident  t h i s  year.  H e  was chosen 
president e l e c t  at SBREA'S 1983 meeting i n  Pittsburgh. 

Merle Basden, associate r e l i g i o u s  education director, Tarrant  County Aseociation, 
Fort Worth, Texas, was elec ted  v i c e  pres ident .  

Three regional  d i r e c t o r s  e lec ted  were Dan Watkins, minis t e r  of education, 
Columbia Bapt is t  Church, Falls Church, Va., e a s t e r n  region; Mike Collins, Church 
Development Division, Ohio Bapt is t  Convention, Columbus, c e n t r a l  region; and 
Dan Bolling, professor of religious education, Golden Gate B a p t i s t  Theological Seminary, 
M i l l  Valley, Cal i f .  , western regian.  

Joe Haynes, consul tant ,  general  f i e l d  services, Bapt i s t  Sunday School Board, 
Nashvil le ,  was ree lec ted  secre tary- t reasurer  and B e t t y  pittman, director of out- 
reach, Dawson Memorial Bap t i s t  Church, Birmingham, AAa., was elected assistant 
secre tary .  

* 
During a final session banquet, t he  SBREA honored four veteran  Bap t i s t  educators  

with distinguished se rv ice  awards. They were Findley B. Edge, who r e t i r e d  i n  1983 
as senior professor of religious education at Southern Seminary and now l i v e s  a t  
Winter Park, Fla.; M. Russel Noel, associate pastor of church programs a t  F i r s t  
Bapt i s t  Church, Tulsa, Okla.; J.M. Crowe, who r e t i r e d  as adminis t ra t ive  assistant at  
the Baptist Sunday School Board i n  1975 and now lives at Brentwood, Tenn.; and A.V. 
Washburn, who r e t i r e d  in 1977 from t he  Baptist Sunday School Board and now lives 
i n  Nashville.  

E a r l i e r ,  current SBREA pres ident  Gary Ellis, minister  of education, Gemantown 
Bapt is t  Church, Germantown, Tenn., announced t h r e e  recipients of the officer choice 
awards. They a r e  J i m  Harvey, associate pastorlm$nister  of education at Immanuel 
Bapt i s t  Church, San Bernadine, Cal i f . ;  Roy Kornegay, minister of education,  F i r s t  
Baptist Church, Amarillo, Texas; and Dickie Dunn, associate pasror/education,  F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church, Beaumont, Texas. 

The officer choice awards were initiated in 1983 to honor church educators. 

The meeting offered e igh t  enrichment conferences on p r a c t i c a l  i saues  ranging 
from Socia l  Security changes t o  personal  growth. Worship a t  the  sess ions  was led  by 
Phil Briggs, professor  of youth education, Southwestern Bapt is t  Theological Seminary, 
and Rosemary Hower, a Kansas City,  Mo., housewife, mother and singer. 

13e 
By Larry Chesser: 5:45 p.m. Monday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Codsey at Forum 

KANSAS CITY, June 11--Southern Baptists stand dangerously close to  ob- 
l ivion because they are afraid to allow Baptist institutions to explore new 
ideas, a Southern Baptist re l ig ious  educator contended here Monday. 

"The concept of Chri~ltian education has became largely an appendage to 
what is regarded to be the more real and vital mission of the church." Kirby 
Godsey, president o f  Mercer University in Macon, Ga., told 2,000 at  the first 
meeting o f  the Southern Baptist Convention (SF) Farm i n  the Convention 
Center Music Hall. 

"We"are more about (active) saving men's souls than freeing their spirits. 
We are quite wi l l tng  f o r  our children to be slaves of their ignorance and vic- 
tims of narrow-minded bigotry if we can just  get them t o  recite the xight 
religious words, " Godsey said, 

The university president argued that the denomination will not be able 
to persuade people to become "people of the spirit i f  we refuae to  make a 
basic commitment to submit to the spirit of learning&" 

The SBC Forum was one of several meeting8 held prior to  the annual meeting 
of the Southern B a p t i ~ t  Convention, siphoning attendance from the established 
conferences. * 

Gadsey chided Southern Baptists "for allowing themselves to beczotne trapped 
in a theological mudslide,*' and noted that the SBC now faces a dilemma re- 
garding its  'future i n  Christian education. 

 h he contradiction is i f  we already know the truth, we certainly don't: 
need and cannot tolerate its investigation becaucae raising questions w i l l  only 
uncov 1: our doubt. 

t I  . We either want our schools to become protectors of our denominational 
purity or to represent the intellectual colonization of our ignorance." 

Southern Baptists have spent too much time during the past years bick- 
ering over language, disputing our heritage as Baptists, splintering ourselves 
with our accusations and self-righteoue condescension" because same see them-  
selves as the "anainted guardians of God 's kingdom ," Godsey continued . 

"We are expendable and so are all of the trivial religious systejps we 
eepouse," Godsey charged. "The only thing that matters in eternity is whether 
we have allowed God'e grace to come upon ua, If our past conventions are any 
measur , God may qot  even be In attendance at Kanaas City." 

Godsey warned that narrowly defining faith leads to destructive conse- 
quences for any ralfgiaus group. 

"~aptiat8 had better be uneasy about anybody that has the Christian goe- 
pel  and the doctrines of our fai th a l l  neatly packaged and tied together with 
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an elastic cross. It makes no difference, fundamentalists or liberals, the 
words of man may be noble affirmations or they may be s i l l y  prescriptions of 
those who wish to get God cornered. 

"Our denomination is in decay and we are not l i k e l y  to reverse our s l i d e  
on the slippery slope unless we engage the resources of Christian education." 

But, he lamented, "We are doing just the opposite. We are trying t o  con- 
vert seminaries and our colleges into serving as the intellectual props fox our 
decay. 

"No denomination is going to remain alive that doesn't remain self-critical 
and open to  new ideas, new thoughts and even a fresh voice from God, Surely 
we cannot claim to be God's people and walk about as mindless, blind, unthink- 
ing people.  

"We do not need to be afraid to think. Do we not understand? We ,cannot 
out-know God. Gad is truth-and the best education can only uncover the reali- 
t y  of God. Let us not offer God empty-headedness and call that laying our 
lives on the altar." 

Unless Southern B a p t i s t s  begin to  respond intelligently t o  questions asked 
by s contemporary society, the denomination w i l l  find itself making less and 
less of an impact upon society, Godaey contended. "We are mistaken i f  we be- 
~ h v e  that we can address the complex fear and frustration of the people on 
earth by painting 'Jesus Saves' on all the rocks i n  public parks and writing 
'God loves you' on the Goodyear blimp. The church must become a force for 
understanding the plight of people who are being oppressed," 

Though not citing any persons or groups by name, Godsey took on the con- 
servative element in the SBC by charging "we have people at this convention 
who believe that the world w i l l  be all right i f  we, can get  people to sign 
the right version of the Bapt i s t  Faith and Message. 

"But in the Baptist university, we need t o  make c16ar that life is more 
than knowledge, that life is more than work, and life is more then reciting 
the right doctrines." 

The divisions within Southern Baptist  l i f e  threaten to undermine the 
outreach of the denomination, he added. 

I1 We have allowed ourselves t o e s p l i n t e r  in to  power groups and to become 
hungry for the atage lights, It is time for us to d i m  the lights of prestige 
and politics and to turn our eyes toward the light of Jesus." 

By Mike Tutterow: 7:35 p.m. Monday 
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FOR IMMEDWCE R wgws 
David Matthews at Forum 

KANSAS CITY, MO. June 11---'?reaching depends as much an vision as it does 
on calling," a leading Southern Baptist pastor reminded about 2,000 people . 
attending the SBC Forum meeting Monday afternoon. "Many are called,  but f e w  
remain visionary. " 

David Matthebe, pastor of First Baptist Church, Greeavflle, S.C. said 
people turn away from preaching because tksy sense it doesn't matter, that 
there is no vision in it. 

'Matthews told a   tory about a young eeminary student who grew so attach d 
t o  the letters of hie far-away f ianceethathe remained a t  school during a 
Thanksgiving,holiday, cherishing her letters, inatead of going to be with her. 

"Healthy people never confuse the letter with the laver," he aaid. 
But "that very canfusion, -in religion* is the cause of much spiritual sick- 
ness and a multitude of profound errors." 

The Pharisees rorked a grsbtle aubstitution; so subtle that they deceived 
even themselves, he recalled. Be explained they had subatltuted the letter of 
th law for the s p i r i t .  t 

II I believe with you that the Bible is divinely inapired, unique, indis- 
p naable, and thoroughly sufficiant. But it is not God., . . "The Bible is not 
synonamous with God, and therefore sho~ld not be elevated t o  the sovereighty 
that belongs only t o  him." 

The Scriptures and xhe S p i r i t  belong together as the source of revela- 
tion, Matthews conti~ued. But "take one without the other and you wfll end up 
a sect or a cult." 

Baptists have always -had. a strong doctrine of the Scriptures, he said, but 
t o o  often hive had a weak drctrine O F  the Holy Spirit, 

"If the Bible were God, or even the total i ty of Godt s self-revelatfan, 
w would not need preeching. We would only need Bible reading." 

Pundamentaliam, with I t s  Pack of mystery and no unmanageable visicm t o  
deal with, is the most rational of all religious systems, he said. But funda- 
mentallst preaching becomes dogmaf ic , con£ rrsbtational and challenging, tather 
than reverent, he contended. 

It It talks or shout;s, but it does not sing. It has force, but it hae no 
depth or height. It reinforces the'mind that is  already too small and it does 
not expand the soul. 

The worst thing that could be said of preaching is that it i a  just words, 
Matthew said. 
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."~ead preaching is 1 ss forgiveabl than bed preaching. Bad preaching is 
a betrayal o f .  our calling. Dead preaching is a betrayal of th living God. " 

Urging the audience t o  reach for the vision necessary t o  give life t o  
their preaching, .Matthrews aaid "preaching takes people t o  the rim of the mystery 
itself and bid& them look." 

It isnt t easy t o  lead people t o  the edge of eternity, but: it l a  the way 
ministers are t o  serve God, he concluded. 

By Anita Bowden: 7:55 p.m. Monday 
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Campus Ministers Roundup 

KANSAS CXTY, June 11--College ministers are facing some of their most tension- 
f i l l ed  times ever as they struggle against modern-day aocietalvalues while develop- 
ing their own Christian marriages and miaistering t o  college students who are con- 
sidering marriage. 

These tensione, problems and issues were developed in deta i l  at the annual two- 
day meeting o f  the h k c i a t l o n  of Southern Baptist: Cempus Miaiste'rs which ended here 
Monday. 

Theme of the meeting was "Our Bold Mission: Ministaring Competently and WP 
taining Personally Christian Marriages on Campus." 

Speakers included John Howell, professor of Christian ethice at: Msdwestern 
BaptirSt Theological Seminary, Kaneasr City; Doug Anderson, secretary of the Family 
Un i s t ry  Department of the Baptiat Sunday School Board, Naahville, Tenn.; John 
Pwell of the Counseling Center at Michigan State University, Lansing; Gordon 
Kingeley, president of William Jewel1 College, Liberty, Mo. 

Liawell encouraged the coliege ministers t o  be wary of the male-dominated 
mod 1 of marriage as they counsel and minister to students conaldering marriage. 
Such a modelpf marriage only encourages male domination and female gubmirsive- 
k s s  which oftea leads to  'diahamcx-~y and destruction of marriages, he said. 

"I do object to  the perspective that aaye i f  you don't do it that way, you're 
not Christi@n. It just alnl.t sol" 

Ebuell advocated a llc~mpanionehip model" of marriage in which couples are 
encouraged t o  reapedt arid nurture each a ther. 

I1 I sm asking you, as you mfnister t o  students, t a  consider that there are a11 " 

sorts of ways to  approach marriage," he said. "Submission ia not only for women, but 
it i~ for men and w o ~ ~ e n  as they model their lives after their submission t o  Jesus 
Christ. It does anger me when people say the'only biblical naddel of marriage i e  
the maledominated model. " 

Despite  gloomy predictions, college ministers can take heart in the encourag- 
ing s tat iot ics  regarding marriage, Howell sa id ,  He predicted more than 90 percent: 
of all Americans wi&l mar- at some time, eind two-thirds of those marriages w i l l  
remain intact. 

Howell encouraged the l n i e t e r s  t o  strees four key aspects of marriage in 
their counseling with students. Succalsraful marriages moat often have elements 
of intimate compan~rjna~; sexual. fulfillment, c h i l d  bearing and rearing, and 
spiritual growth. 

Couples can b e  harmony i n  their marriages when they share similar attitudes 
toward life; when they blend their unique contributions within the marrlage; when 
they create an atmosphere in which Intimacy can grow; and when they create an 
atmosphere of mutual need-meeting, he said. 

Anderailon urged the college ministera to,be sensitive t o  special needs which 
current collage students bring t o  the particularly the increasing nwnbar 
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A e n t s  rho c a a  from br ken homes. 

The ministers muat realize that there no longer is  a "tvpical family1' i n  modern 
society, he raid. thne is the image of a bread-winning father, a homemaker mother, 
twa ~hildxen, B statioxwagon and a dog, he explained, 

Inatead, the American family hag undergone a "truly radical change" t the 
p int  that no o w  f d l y  pattern ir~ domlnanc, he said. 

''What you're d e q n g  with now are children who are coming to college from 
brobn WII. What you're dealing rith is a non-Inteatimed morality. These chil- 
dren are facing a different aituatlon ia that their models are gone. Childrem today 
are grasplng for models." 

Accepting the challenge of becoming role models for the college studenti, as 
well aa providing an "Intensely pereoaal doistry" to etudentr, could lead to 
an vangelism on college cearpusae euch ae haa never been seen before, Anderson said. 

P wall outline~d ssvartal alternatives to Christian l iving which are increasingly 
being raade inrailablb t o  college students, These altar native.^ include premarital 
sex and. the accompaffying behavior of couples living together; unwanted pregnancies 
which lead t o  abortions; homosexual behavior which increasingly ie being eanctioned 
on colhgp cpmpurrrr thrwa gay student organizations; and enticements by numerous 
cult graupu . 

To counter such alternatives, Powell eugpeeted that the collage ministers pollah 
their lbtsning sulls and that they gAve ful l  attention to each student's real weds 
and co&enm. When they a h  such concern, Powell said they could expect rrtudents 
t o  be -re bpen t o  the ~ o s ~ e l  mrreage. 

: IUngmleg: offered sympathy t o  the college ministars as theg.strug~le to  a h s t  
. ~ingh+hardedly minister to ecudenta oti a l lPl iss i~n .field1' so 'diverse and so vast 
that it ia "mind-bornling and mind-blowing." 

Un5ye~ni th i i i  are actually ''a~ultiversitiarr*' with people ."going i n  a l l  directlonrr 
aia they 'are daliag a l l  klrrcfi~ of thinge ,'I he a d d .  

College ministers hawe "lmporsibla joba, but every good thing is an Impossible 
- j o b t b e  early dierctpblr .had an hpossible job; Jesus Christ %ad an imrpoeaible 
job, '' 'Kingeley continued. 

Thql can take couragcr, though, because "arlth Gods It is possible because God 
doeenat mdasure' success i n  'terms of completion of the job, but: rather the effort a;ld 
the procdee of the job," he remladad. 

In e. businesrr esssion the cmpua ministere chose John Tadlock of Clemson 
Univereity, t;lemson, S.C., president; Frank Cofer of student: ministries work for 
the matropplitan Chicam area, prerident elect; Jim.Marrisan of Southweetern 
O k b h m a  Stkte Urliversitt , Weatherford, anembership vice-president ; Stwen Ilolloway 
f the University of Alabama, Birmbghrtm, publications vice-president; and B i l l  
Heal of the Georgia Student Department ,' Atlanta, administration vkcs-pressdent. 

--3Q- 

By m e n  Benson: 8:10 p.m,. , Monday. . 



News Room 
Southern Baptist Convention 

June 12-14, 1984 
Room 209 East 

Bartle Convention Center 
Kansas City, Missouri 

(816) 346-0624 

WRmer C. Aelds 
SBC Press Representative 

Dan Martin 
News Room Manager 

craiam 
Photo and Features Manaaer News 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Convention Bagistration (Monday Evening) 

KANSAS CITY. June 11--The 1984 annual meeting of the Southern Baptist 
C~nvention may become the third largest convention in the history of the 
14.2 million member denomination. 

A t  8 p.m. Monday registration stood at  10,926. 

According t o  Lee Porter, registratton secretary, the 1984 meeting may 
surpass the 1976, meeting In Norfolk. Va.. when 18.637 messengers registered. 

The largest annual meeting I n  the history of the SBC was 1978 in Atlanta, 
with 22,892 messengers. The second largest was the New Orleans meeting in 
1982, when 205456 regia tered. 

"I don't think we will surpass New Orleans ,or Atlanta, but registration 
may surpass the Norfolk met ing ,  " , Porter said. "I think we are approaching 
that. " 

A empariaon of registration at  7 p.m. and 8 p.m. on the Monday of 
c mantion week for the past seven years: 

Year and Lacation 

1984 (Ksnsas City) 

1983 (Pittsburgh) 

1982 (New Orleans) 

, 1981 ( b e  Angeles) 7,920 8,413 

1980 (St. btcls) * 8,680 9 190 

1078 (Atlanta) 

-30- 

Dan Martin/9: 15 p.m. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Convention Registration (Monday Evening) 

KANSAS CITY, June ll--The 1984 annual meeting of the Southern Baptist 
C~nvention may become the third largest convention in the history of the 
14.1 million member denomination. 

At 8 p.m. Monday registration stood at 10,926. 

According to Lee Porter, registration secretary, the 1984 meeting may 
surpiee the 1976. meeting in Norfolk, Va., when 18,637 messengers registered. 

The largest annual meeting in the history of the SBC was 1978 in Atlanta, 
with 22,872 messengers. The second largest was the New Orleane meeting in 
1982, when 20,456 registered. 

"I 'don't think we will eurpass New Orleans or Atlanta, but registration 
may aurpase the Norfolk meeting,".Porter said. "I think we are approaching 
that. " 

A comparison of registration at  7 p.m. and 8 p.m. on the Monday of 
convention week for the past seven years: 

Year and Location 7 p.m. 8 p.m. 

1984 (Kansas City) 10,406 10,926 

1983 (Pitts,burgh) 

1982 (New Orleans) 

. 1981 (Los Angeles) 7,920 8,413 

1980 (St. Louis) a 8,680 9,190 

1979 (Houston) 

1978 (Atlanta) 15,210 15,987 

-30- 

Dan Marth/9: 15 p.m. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

SBC Forum Roundup 

KANSAS CITY, June, 11--About 2,000 persons attended the premier meeting of 
the Southern Bantist: Convention (SBC) Forum Monday afternoon which Duke K. McCall, 
pres iden t  of the B a p t i s t  World Alliance, described as " the  biggest baby ever born 
at a Southern Baptist Convention s e t t i n g . "  

McCall one of five keynote speakers at the SBC Forum, said t ha t  the ,meeting 
met his own personal  needs f o r  growth and i n s p i r a t i o n .  

The SBC Forum was one of seven conferences held prior to  t he  127th annual 
meeting of the SBC. 

Meeting i n  direct conflict with an af te rnoon session af t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  
 ast tars' Conference which attracted 10.000, organizers s t i l l  labe led  the Forum a 
success and said they w i l l  consider  plans for  another  meeting i n  1985. 

Cecil Sherman, pas tor  of First Bap t i s t  Church of  Asheville, N . C . ,  and one of 
the organizers  for the conference, said t h a t  f o r  years he had felt out of place 
sttending other pre-SBC rneetin~s and bel ieved he was not alone i n  h i s  f ee l ings .  

) I  You can come to the Southern Baptist Canvention and the pre-meetings and 
never hear from t h i s  side of t h e  house," he explained, noting t h a t  the Porum con- 
s i s t e d  pr imar i ly  o f  those from a more moderate theological s tance .  

"But t h e r e  is some magnificent thinking going on inside the rninds of same 
Southern Baptist pastors. They needed a place to speak and now there's t h e  p la t -  
form." 

Sherman acknowledged that the Forum served as an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  the SBC 
Pastors' Conference, one of the largest pre-SBC meetings. "There are some 
significant pains  i n s i d e  certain Southern Bap t i s t  pastors chat  are not  being 
addressed and there are ~uilt trips being l a i d  on pastors dur ing  t h e  other meeting 
because they are not building a super church," he maintained. 

Sherman added that t h i s  year's  organizers will discuss sponsoring another Forum 
p r i o r  t o  the  1985 SBC in Dallas. 

Gene Garrison, pastor of F i r s t  Baptist Church, Oklahoma City,  who pres ided  
over the meeting, t o l d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h e i r  pos i t ive  response would be represented to 
planners as  a statement of "do i t  again." 

Speakers addressed a v a r i e t y  of issues facing Southern Baptists ,  including 
the role of women in ministry and e f forts  to make SBC colleges and seminaries take 
a more consenrative l ine .  

Sara Ann Habbs, d i r e c t o r  of the missions d i v i s i o n  for the North Carolina Baptis~ 
Convention, Raleigh, t o l d  attendees that women are going t o  continue to respond t o  
God's call and are going to serve somewhere, even i f  i t  i s  not within the SBC. 
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She drew from s t a t i s t f c s  to  show that although more and more women are 
attending seminaries, jabs available to female graduates are decreasing. Women 
held many newly created church staff jobs i n  their  embryonic stages, noted 
Hobbs. But when men began taking those jobs and the title changed from director 
t o  minister, wcmien no longer were seen as appropriate for the posltian. 

That attitude will change again, as laywomen become corporate executives 
and bank presidents and refuse ta be barred from decision-making positions in 
the church, Hobbs predicted. 

Ministers today can continue to  encourage women to  answer God's ca l l ,  re- 
commend and hire them, she added. 

Speaking on the theme that God de f ines  love, McCal,l acknowledged that love 
is not always easy to practice. 

It's easier to be aware of a l l  t h e  things people  dislike, such as critics 
who have "nothing to offer in  place of  what you're doing," he said.  But thaae 
who don't love, don't love God, he added. 

'kouldn't it be wonderful if the people of Kansas City could say th8 people 
who've been here (at the SBC) are a loving people?'" 

David Matthews, pastor of First Baptist Church. Greenville, S.C., called 
far mare vis ion on the part of pastors and warned that lack of God-inspired 
vision leads to dead preaching. 

Baptists have always been strong Bible people ,  he said. But too often they 
have had a weak doctrine of the Holy Spirit. If the two don't go together, 
"you w i l l  end up a sect or a cult , ' '  he warned. 

I? The B i b l e  is not: syrtortyrnctis with God, and therefore shauld not be elevated 
t o  the sovereignty that belongs only t o  him," Matthews contended. "If the Bible 
were God, or even the totality of Gad's self-revelation, we would not need 
preaching. We would only need B i b l e  reading." 

Pastors should spend mare t i m e  encouraging their congregations than lambasting 
them with accusations about a h c k  of Christian commitment, asserted Kenneth Chafin, 
former pastor of South Main Baptist: Church, Houston, Texas, and the new Carl Bates 
Professor of Christian Pixaching Ear Southern B a p t i s t  Theological Seminary, Louisville, 
KY 

Chafin spent much of h i s  tine eccouraging pastars to  see themselves as g i f ted  
ministers chosen of Gad far  an important task. 

"There is n o t  anyone in t h i s  room whom God has not gifted and who cannot become 
effective successful human beings f o r  the kingdom i f  you accept those gifts and develop 
those g i f t s  and dedicate those gifts to God." 

Chafin challenged the audience to return to their churches and offer an encouraging 
word t o  their congregations rather than giving reports about "who s a i d  what at the 
Southern Baptist Convention." 

Unless Southern B a p t i s t s  allow room for new ideas and questions i n  the classrooms 
of their colleges and seminaries, the denomination will fail to offer a relevant 
l1'.5?.c.cal message to today's society, charged Kirby Godsey, president of'Mercer 
University, Macon, Ga. 

Gadsey asserted efforts to  force SBC schools t o  present more conservative theologi- 
tal ideas will leave "our childrerl slaves t o  their ignorance and victims of narraw- 
rnindcdbigotry. No denomination i s  going t o  remain alive that doesn't remain self- 
critical and open to new ideas and new thoughts and even a fresh voice  from God." 

He challenged Baptists not t o  divorce in te l l e c t  from faith and stared, "Let 
us not offer God empty-headedacss and c a l l  that l a y i n g  our l ives  on the altar." 

By Michael Tutteraw and Anita Bowden: 9:QS p.m. Monday 



News Room 
' Southern Baptist Convention 

we June 12-14, 1984 
Room 209 East 

Bartle Convention Center 
Kansas City, Missouri 

(816) 346-0624 

Wilmer c Fields 
SBC Press Representative 

Dan Marlin 
News R ~ I T I  Manager 

Craig Bird 
Photo and Features Manager 

FOR IMMEDIATE FLELEASE News 
KANSAS CITY, No., June 11--More than 2,500 women were challenged at the three-day 

annual meeting of Woman's Missionary Union ending here Monday to continue as the "missiona 
conscience of Southern Baptists'' and t o  attempt missions ventures never cried before. 

Foreign and home missionaries and leaders of Southern B a p t i s t  Convention mission 
boards issued st irring challenges backed by flags of the 103 nation8 where Southern 
Baptists have missionaries. 

WMU leads the almost 37,000 Southern Baptist churches in supporting mlerions thxouph 
prayer, mission study and special offerings. 

The women unanimously elected Dorothy E.  Sample of F l i n t ,  Mich., t o  a fourth con- 
secutive term as their president and Betty Gllreath of Charlotte, N .  C . ,  t o  a similar 
tern as recording secretary. 

. Mrs. Sample sized up the Convention theme, "Laborers Together," when she said, 
"We must do things wetva never done before, think thoughts we've never thought beF-.-- 
even fail in ventures we've never attempted before. 

"For together we have the potential to  transform hopelessaeaa into hope, problems 
into promise, deepair into discovery and l iberty  into true freedom found only in Jesus 
Christ " 

I 

Southern Baptist missions leaders called WMI "the missions conscience of Southern 
Baptists and challenged them t o  help reverse an "erosion" in missions support. 

R. Keith Parka, president of the Richmond-based Foreign Mission Board, expres~ed 
concern that the Lottie Moon Offering for foreign missions prwides more foreign 
missions support than the Cooperative Program, Southern Baptistst main method of under- 
girding missiona work, 

"Throughout the Convention an erosion has taken place in Cooperative Program ? 1 

Parks said. "Except for what you're doing, we'd have to  reduce by more than 40 percent 
what is happening i n  world missions." . 

Southern Baptists have about 3,400 foreign mlasionaries and about 3,792 home 
missionaries supported through the Cooperative Program and special offerings. 

Parks said Southern Baptists have given a total of $654 million for foreign 
missions through the Lottie Moon Offering. The 1983-84 foreign missions offering 
of $58 million was $4 million greater than the previous year but sliort of the goal 
by about $2 million, 

W i l l i a m  G. Tanner, president of the Atlanta-based Home Mission Board, told the 
women that the annual Annie Armstrong Offering for Home Miseions is "making the 
difference in the United States. 

"But jus t  the offering is not enough. We muat have a distinct week of prayer 
and home missions study." 
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Carolyn Weatherford, executive di rec tor  of WMU, reminded the women that t h e  
WMU executive cortunittee voted t h r e e  days earlier t o  reduce t h e  L o r t i e  Moan of fe r ing  
goal from $72 t o  $70 mi l l ion  In 1985 and to s e t  a $75 mi l l ion  goal for t h e  1986 
offering.  

The goal f o r  the  1985 Annie Armstrong offering has been reduced from $32 
mi l l ion  t o  $30 million. 

Prayer was the overriding emphasis of missionaries during the three-day 
convention. More than 300 women opened the  meeting with  a prayer conference. 

The prayer 'conference emphasized the need of prayer t o  s trengthen the 
partnership and support of the  local church, associa t ion ,  state  corrvention and 
denominat ion. 

*I It is not possible to d i s sec t  local, assoc ia t iona l ,  state, home and fore ign 
missions," said W i l l i a m  M. PPnson: Jr., executive d i rec to r  of the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas, Dallas. "We cannot do one without doing all," 

Prayer conference participants were asked t o  consider changes i n  society and 
t h e i r  e f f e c t  on mission work. 

"With t h e  inc reas ing  percentage of women working outside t he  home t he re  is a 
decreasing number of women t a  serve i n  weekday mission a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  church," 
sa id  Nelson Duke of Jefferson City,  Mo. 

"It i s  imperative t h a t  the responsibilities of mission be shared by more 
women and the church as a whole." 

Bettye Anne Lovelady, missionary associate of t h e  Borne Mission Board's Black 
Church Relatione Department, Jackeon, Miss. , urged the women t a "apend more time 
praying about each o the r ,  for each other and with each other. 

James G r i f f i t h ,  executive d i r e c t o r  for the executive committee of Georgia 
Bapt is ts ,  and Dorothy Pryor, executive d i r e c t o r  of the Georgia WMU, both of 
Atlanta,  emphasized the ro le  of the women i n  prayer and f inancial  aupport of 
partnership miseions, 

Griffith sa id  tha t  i f  WMU continues i t s  commitment and dedicated service, 
Bold Mission Thrust (Southern B a p t i s t s v  goal t o  reach every person on earth with 
the gospel bv t he  year 2000) may j u s t  become a r e a l i t y . "  

James F.  Kirkendall, pastor of International Bapt is t  Church, Brussels, Belgium, 
urged B a p t i ~ t s  t o  pray f o r  t h e i r  miss ionar ies ,  not j u s t  on their birthdaya but 
accord in^ t o  what is happening i n  the  countr ies  where they serve. 

He recalled that when the report was c i r c u l a t i n g  i n  1970 that  he was missing 
in Beirut, Lebanon, many churches prayed f o r  him at t h e i r  Wednesday night  prayer 
meetings. He reminded that his release came dur ing  the  time frame of the pray r 
meetings . 

The outgoing Southern Bapt is t  p res iden t ,  Jimmy Draper of Euless, Texas, urged 
the  women t o  be.bold i n  mission act ion ,  sound i n  doctrine, cooperat ive i n  missions 
strategy, obedient t o  Christ  and se rvan t s  of the Lord. 

I I Southern Bap t i s t s  have t h e  people, t h e  programs, t h e  personnel, t h e  pos- 
sess ions  t o  make disciples of t h e  whole world," s a i d  Draper. "The only blockade t o  
t h i s  goal being a r e a l i t y  is our disobedience." 

By Je r i lynn  Armstrong and Orville Scot t :  9:30 p.m., Monday 



News Room 
Southern Baptist Convention 

June 1214, 1984 
Room 209 East 

Bartle Convention Center 
Kansas City, Missouri 

(816) 346-0624 

Wilmer C. Fields 
SBC Press Representative 

Dan Martin 
News Room Manager 

Craig Bird 
Photo and Features Manager 

News 

KkNSA8 C I T Y ,  If?,, June 'ub--The L'Anal r o t $  LIF :I e 2.-:.uaX neet in$  ccrf ~ J O W ~ . ~ ~ ;  
Missionary Unirrlk ended ?P- , ~ y  -ri$l: af L : ~  Sautliera bz;>t.'.nt Csr8trentic.tt l ~ c r s i d u , i ~ t  
J i m y  @ sper = t : I d n ~  , JT+ parLre +*shJup eve*;:, cI~~r:h=e_; in mfmidt:";". 

t l  Today 3fi,i+;lrerL~ Baptists 2re i ~ v a j v e ~ l  $17 what: we :a?-i Boid V ' s s l o r ~ ,  bur: 
I I if we eye t~ *- L f i l ? '  this ~ ~ e A ' ~ . t ~ r t i  7.-e -a&t 1 3  j)art<-rs in a i n i s t q ,  ~?rcr.per ~ 3 5 6 ~  

Uqing X~trra~i+ ~Eii-20 as J.rth te:Tr, U-apzx= c f - ted  five prilr~..:i-p:.~.s w5lch dc~mn- 
strate what $ 2  meass to he partner: IT, x',ni:ci:r~. 

Re called for Loutheru 3e2ti~r~ t c  b e c o ~ e  se:*vants, Ee couyerative in 
s t r a t e g y ,  be bcld in act30n, EP obqdfent in condc~i and -e vicrsriau~. 

I I Ti.tr. h-.,a:?lLrres d s b c r i h ~  S a z  ,Z ~: .~ t i - t ; '  f ~ u d e  aad mdnzu x i 's .  We are known 
f o r  our w c a k ~ a ~ b d 3  :$lid O':-CE CUT ~ 1 . r  * . L P : . ~ F ~ V ~ J S *  1 W O Y . L ~  "9 God that  we be 'known 
fom: our ~ J ~ L ~ F E ~ c ; ~ ~  " C i ~ 2 a  i" said, "JJc~ us :azy: Eg LJUI;L~ ~f ~ a 1 ~ t q g  ~ ~ P U L  the corn- 
mads cf o u r  LordI but. r%chobey-tnz t:1sv." 

lad3 Sbh.Lttt? 3 F ~ ~ r c i g i l  ,;*.fss. ::iarj +,u Eq G t ;r'fa4 G ~ i n f : ? ~  sr.l?irsr;a h ; ~  the Lord 
has E F D ~ . ' ~  ?;3 and t k : , ~ g h  br * r  Jdi  O j . &  hs,. y~,r.> L * 3e:f~jc.-7. a; E?. L-~.T?E.Ao. ,ry an four 
ccrlt i n ~ n t a  

'sThir",-:~r;y~r: yeaa*r$ agoz may ;nusbsnd a d  I +>at 2 ~ f ~ i r  itri t ' i i ~  wonJer- 
ful acventurle as forcfgn  -iss1.a+1;er.iee. :a lnaz~j  wavs I didr. 't E1:Ply 
st?al i~e  wke5 all v;ls !-nvoI~ad in ~ d ~ t r r  a di~d i~ . ; t i i ) 11  52I: Ti?.? a'c :ill$ very 
moment I of f n r  ~q lf F e  t? .,im once r*ci+i  m-l SLY, ' L ~ r d  ke4 13 iin ?waking 
through r, '' 

Sharir,~ tLlc t , f~cri ireuesh c i  Fraq: :. J ~ x t ~ s  2. Lir.k.lr.r n a a l l ,  fo+eign 
missionary +n E e i  i~.ura, to ld  nC '+e"r.,; pi:r,cd ,. 1 p : i . ~ s ~ ~ .  I n  LI:":'0 ;r\ile 
r5erving ir L L ~ ~ , L , ~  

' ' A k t a  i jr T c I . ~ ~ B ~  and r a t u r n  te" njr "%:~i:p, Le rt?~eFved Ir:.tcss fro7 
frienr',: i:~r053 I::,it~5 Staces who r ~ l d  12 ST-i~t  ny ir~p:is~nmart.  31~33 
been t h e  Surd~r; o~ ihetr: ,xa;.ets d.:rL;,r t-,h~ ;:ieJ+lcuday eb cr :i~r: p;sjt5r 
meetings- . 

"Rsckon.tl.rg the time .si .f22~~r.c.e bctuerr: 1, linknun asd the 3arr - 3 2  Pc&tes, 
we rea1iz.d that. :ay fin62 inte~-zr~,- , t :wn ~ n d  ;*eYcass took piac;: e x z r t l y  
during thr, time ttar~re cf W~drrzsq%j rirg"l r r a  m c e ; ~ i u ~ , . :  3n r ptist 
churches dcrcss :cllerica, " K'rke;d,+iX1  aid, 

A133 speaB.!,~g d c r ~  ns t h c  .:\cln:~~m rrco,+lcrl c n  nrlssimr ac t ion  or, rsrcun-- 
i t i e ~  was Ken "i4agr~.tik, d+.r&c:9r aF ;h~:ktian ~ Q C L ~ I  ;jt;i! S p e ~ i a l  :djini:-itriea 
for the BTue k . ; v ~ .  Xsn3,-3 : ~ t y  Bay t5st Ass ~~d.atil;ll 
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U S B S  Glvi,&&+t June '&--The final note of the annual meeting of Wornart's 

Mlssionsxp l3&ba ends& Bpd'&y night d t h  Southern Baptlst Carrventi~n Pdrwldsut 1 
Jbmy Drapct csT$$ag ,sr phrc~erehip amng churches i.n m%nist~-y, 

< . ' . ' '~oda~  SOU*^^- B a p ' t ~ t s  are tmrolved in shat ,ye call Bold M1arion. In* *' 

if we !Ye t o  f-Lfj& $his m-~:il we nust 5e par"lx$rrs ia ministry ,I' "Draper mid. 

. Velng.&Ww 16ti-30 & ht0 tat, Drap~r citad five priy iploa  *hi& d m -  
strate what fr  ~ % ~ i z r  to be partmro in rrrrthi~try. 

' 

.3 
- ^ . t  . 5 -  

'Re called for W x n  lkpt is ta  to become senraats, be . c o o ~ t ~ t Y w  In 
-* strategy; b+ b03d,-is.m$$ni 4k -abe&at, ia conduc.i: and 'be ~ict~rc'i~ls, '4 

* .  

2 

*'The b e - .  dwr;i,ple Soue,Zlcm ~ t p t i s t s '  f e d ~ e  and ~ w v e r s .  We are Inn- 
. for our v e a k ~ d s e e n d  of '.en for ocr f onllshaeos. I .&cid to God that 9, b. lrnnnr 3 

for our ohediacq, M, Ccqer said, "Let us mt: bs guilt7 of talk$* aboutn'tbe caw 
d e  ~f our Lard, .but; not obeyjag them. " 9 

I .  

, - i 

Indy 1.fId.t~ah~ Eura5gr; misslormry to Eq:snt?rial Wlnaa, ~hkard MQ thd Lwd; 
has spakca. yo tan&. kh~=.ou& her d;sr!*ng her years c.1 service as a mXnsionary on four . 1 
c o u t h ~ t s ;  ,* ' 

I I 

. . 
- * 

"~hirty-seven y u r e  .go, my husband and I set fartik on th ia  ad?;- > ~ . . 
, .  fyl plwenture u f o r d *  %$ktbaarlea. Tn ma10 paps i didn't faJy.  '2 

malize wh~r aZ1 ~ k q . ~ f ~ 3 9 @ d  fn O G E ~  -rB.&diwtion but uw at "chfsr vary 
-t I off& n@ U& "to tU. once mrr aad +say. ' b t d  Liicp on spe-8 - - < 

I .  
* th~~!a$h mf551' 

- .  \ - 
1 

I .  

. . 
Sharkng ~ h p .  e9Lsqlveueas of pmyar, ;Fama P. XirkEadall, for&@ 

i 

missiomsrg to BelpPum, sol4 bf i.he5~:g plactld ir pris.axl in U70 wule '' . 
6 ,,* - "  

- + se~ping~ %n , L + w i - , , ~  * +, - 
. > 'h y, 

h 

- 6 .  
.* 

. .. " ~ f r ~ r  A& rsleaqi,b& ~ e t & t o  -17. we recc&d irt& fra&' . * .  
frkmda across the :I',St$'d mtes wtrO $@Id 2na chat my - r i w h n t  hsd - . . - - 

- 

h a  the burdaa of i;heir gxsfam dsr&r*.'Iche TJtldneMay ecenhg pr-1: 
'$ 

. 1lasatitrg9. 
- -  < 

> L <  ., . i * - 3  - 
".$ ., - ; - +. 

I- . < '  
. - - - 

n tct.mon -4 the unite2 sis-e, , 
' 

. + 

d . release t w k  place @hctXy + . . ,~: . 
rnrger W t i n g s  in 5 L ~ p t i s t  l,j 

a I ,  

i np  o c w i ~ n  on mf~siod action ~ p ~ ~ r s b n -  
<hc$,qc$a SociaJ. a~d Special wnSotr$- 

&sucPatica. 

* < -  

. A 

9 ,  . ,> : 
By 3erilynn Aawrwg: ,@& p.idt. &n&tly 

>"- . 
" - v. 

; r;k < -  , " 
- ,  

I . .  - -  
, - - . (  . 'I 

. . 
L ,  _ _  = . 

, I .  - 
. - I " * *  1: - 
6 . -  

.I* 

, A 3  , . ' 

77 <, r 7 

, A  ! >  
A w " - -  . -. -----,-A- -., , - - - - _ - - ._ ..__ ( _ -  * I -  * ^  

< > 

6. ;,, , , 



b News Room 
Southern Baptist Convention 

June 12-14, 1984 
Room 209 East 

Bartle Convention Center 
Kansas City, Missouri 

(816) 346-0624 

Wllmer C. Fields 
SBC Press Representative 

Dan M d n  
News Room Manager 

Craig Bird 
Photo and Features Manager 

FOR 

LUNSAS CITY, Mu., June 11--Piusicians attarrding the  two-day 28th annual Soutilsnr 
Baptist Church Husic Conference ending hcre Elonday heard an array of concerts a n d .  
were called t o  a new excellence in their role as Leaders of worship, 

Fes Robertson, president of the conference, urged the  Southern Baptist 
Convention to take advantage of the skills of musicians, by placing them an 
boards and committees of t h e  denomination. 

tl I think our convention would be richer t a  include ministers of music and 
ministera of education with pastors and laymen on the boards and committees of 
a g ~ a c f e s  and the conv-ntion," Rolrarts~n said. Ee estimated that  only 2 percent: 
a t  the member's of board3 and committees are composed of m&nistera of music. 

Ancl ad h ~ c  com,ittee was appointed by Robertson to s?udy the selatioushlvs 
becveen stata music scnferancsa and the SZC music conferences to achieve the 
broader repqesentation neeersary to aliaw the musicians t o  speak to issues con- 
fronting the denomination. 

Mexbere sf the committee .are Paul McComoxn BspCLiSt General Convention of 
Gecrgia, Atlants; Don Erowrl, Wilrlia-,l Jetell Collage, Liberty, 1.20.4 Harlan Hall, 
First Baptist Church, Loayie-s, Texas; and Alan Ciamess, . First Baptist Cz~rtrch. 
Vender SOD, Ky . 

Calvin Miller, pastar of Westside Baptist Church, Omaha, Neb., addressed ti:;.- 
mueicians in c ~ i o  sesalonss concerning worship. He called for a new ekcellence, 5n 
worship in South~?lrn B a p t i s t  churches, where members need to have their tastes of 
worship upgraded axd cxpectations Fncresised. 

tt If we practice falae and plastic gospel* God's Holy Spirit will not attend 
the: aewices no matter how they look," Miller said. "We can't have the Holy 
Spirit  in worship where integrity is missing." 

In the firAal addre~s to musicians at F i m t  B a p t i s t  Church, Raytown, Mo., 
Lloyd Elder,  -president o f  t'h Scuther~ Eaptist Sunday School Board, Nashville, 
examined some of the characteristiis comm to people who gather t o  worship in 
Baptist churches. 

"When people gather to tgorahip, they bring thc burdens and wounds of s inft l  
nature and the cares and needs of th9s world," Elder said. "These people depend ~ r i  
their worship leaders with an expect~tion that those who atnnd before them have 
stood before God." 

Elder  said the musicians have a responsibility to lead warship so it makes 
a difference by encouragtng church members who scatter into the world after the 
services. 

Joe Stacker, secretary of the Sunday School Board's church administra- 
t ion  department, spoke t o  the musicians about the concept of shared minis- 
try, -in which paetors are call.r;d t o  be examples t o  church members who are 
ministers, tao. 



Page 2--Church Music Roundup 

I t  I f  we understand and accept shared ministry, Bold Mission Thrust can 
be more than a goal," Stacker sa id .  "We must turn to each other in times 
of trouble, supporting each other. The bottom l i n e  is that Southern Bap- 
tists have got to  start loving each ather even though we have different 
opinions and ideas." 

During the annual business session, awards went to Marjorie Jacob 
Caudill and Donald Hustad f o r  their contributions to ctlurch music. Caudill:, 
missionary f a  Cuba for 39 years,  was made an honorary member o f  the music 
conference. Hustad was presented the W. Hines Sims award. Wustad i s  
the V. V. Cook professor of organ a t  Southern B a p t i s t  Theological Seminary* 
Louisville, Ky. 

New conference off f cers are Fes Robertson, Sunday School. Board, presi- 
dent; Harry Cowan, First Baptist Church, New Orleans, president-elect ; 
Mary June Tabor, Oklahoma Bapt i s t  Convention, Oklahoma City, secretary- 
treasurer; Wade Davis, Georgia Baptist Convention, Atlanta,  v ice  president ; 
denominational division, Susan Clark, Jackson, Miss., vice president, local  
church dtvision; and A. C. "Pete" Butler, Midwestern Baptist  ~ h e a l o g i c a l  
Seminary, Kansas City ,  v ice  president, music educators d iv i s ion .  

By Jim Lowry: 10:15 p.m. Monday 



CORRECTION 

RE: Monday Afternoon Pastors Corlference (Moved at 6 : 3 0  p.m.)  

Graph 3 should read Melzoni, treasurer, and Miller, secretary, 

NOT the reverse. 

Thank You 

The News Room 



Page Two--Monday Night Pastors' S e s s i o n  

The pastor of Second Bapt i s t  Church, Houston, urged ministers t o  accept 
themselves as objects of God's forgiveness, t o  learn how their mates are 
different from themselves, and to  listen to and f i n d  time for t h e i r  children at a 
young age. 

"If you will listen to your c h i l d  when he is s i x  years o l d , "  he admonished, 
"he will ta lk  to you when he is 16. " 

Faced with a hard choice whea h i s  own golf game got in the way of relating to 
his own young sons, Young declared, ''I chose t o  f a i l  at golf so I could succeed as 
a father." 

Concluding conference spezker David Seamsnds, pastor af the Wilmore United 
Methodist Church, Wilmore, Ky., told the pastors they must conquer "three great 
Ms" if they are,to reach their  potential as Christians and as m i n i s t e r s .  He iden- 
t i f i e d  these as childhood mottos, moral mistakes and destructive memories. 

The noted psychologist identified one such motto as that of "Measu~upl'' In 
str iv ing t o  measure up, he said ,  God i s  made in to  a kind of "Mafia godfather'' 
rather than the "Father-God" Jesus related to. 

Ele identified another such motto from his own childhood as "Brave boys never 
cry," a view of life he overcame a n l y  after placing his marriage in risk. 

After years of "bottling up" all kinds of fee l ings ,poei t ive  and negative, 
the day came "when the dam brake," and he. found himself weeping uncontrol lably i n  
his wife's arms, he related. ''we've been run and regulated and ruinedv' by such 
--++fiq. he said. 

Seamands also urged pastors to recognize and repent from "moral mistakes" 
instead of spending their l i v e s  engaging i n  "the penance of perpetual regret," F '  ' 

to own up to  destructive rnemcries wh.'ch need to be looked at "'square in the face" 
and conquered by God':$ grace. 

-30- 

By Stan Nastey: 11 p.m.--Monday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Pas to r s '  Conference Roundup 

KANSAS CITY, June 11--Admonitions t o  rake s t ronger  s tands  against abor t ion  and 
~ornography mingled with words of personal encouragement a t  t h e  two-day Southern 
Baptist  Pastors' Conference which closed Monday a t  B a r t l e  Convention Center. 

Crowds estimated a t  more than 12,000 applauded 11 preachers and i n s p i r a t i o n a l  
speakers during four sessions of the annual pas tors '  gathering. 

A s t rongly  conservative t h e m e  d~mina ted  many of the messages, and the pastars 
e lec ted  as t h e i r  new pres ident ,  0. S. Hawkins, a Fort  Lauderdale, Fla. ,  pastor 
described by faxmer president Adrian Rogers as " s t r a igh t  as an arrow theologica l ly ."  

Along with advice on how t o  be more loving parents, b e t t e r  stewards of their 
money and more e f f e c t i v e  proclaimers of the gospel, pas to r s  got t i p s  on how t o  
deal with stress and how t o  cope with t h e  temptation t o  q u i t  when t h e  going geta  
rough, 

The anti-abortion t h r u s t  was spearheaded by a Presbyter ian  filmmaker, Franky 
Schaeffer of Los Altos,  C a l i f . ,  who received s tanding applause after urging Southern 
Baptists to lead out in t h e  f i g h t  agains t  abort ion and t o  "defend your theology." 
Zig Ziglar, a motivation specialist from Dallas,  urged Southern Baptists t o  con- 
sider boycotting convenience s t o r e s  that se l l  pornographic magazines, 

The notes of encouragement were sounded throughout the  meeting. 

Bailey Smith, pas tor  of D e l  C i ty  (Okla.) F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church and a former 
pres ident  of both  t h e  Pastors' Cohference and the Southern Baptist Convention, 
sa id  that  never i n  h i s  lifetime had he seen the d e v i l  a t t ack ing  pas tors  as he is  
doing today. 

Meny are discouraged and considering quitting their ministry, he noted, and 
some have fal len victim t o  the d e v i l ' s  temptations. The role of the pastor is 
too g lor ious  t o  lose f o r  a moment of sensual pleasure, Smith sa id ,  

He sa id  pas to r s  can take  hea r t  in t h a t  they are commissioned by the greatest 
au thor i ty  (God); stirred by the greatest event,  the  c r o s s  of Jesus Christ :  
strengthened by the grea tes t  power, the Holy S p i r i t ;  and motivated by the greatest 
emotion, the lwe of Jesus. 

Another speaker, Stephen F, Olford, of Encounter Ministries, Wheaton, Ill., 
shared an open prayer that God wauld "make us servant preachers." 
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FOR IMEDIATE REX,EASE 

ROUNDUP FOR WEDNESDAY AM5 

W S A S  CITY, June 12--Progress in missions and Christian education wid 
a television programing launch highlighted a series of agency reports and 
activities at the 127th annual Southern Baptist Convention Tue~day a t  Bartla 
Convention Centar. 

Recant appointments have Zncreased the number bf home miseiouat%es t o  
3,792, making the Atlanta-based Home Mrasiou Board the world's largest 
mioalonary aendirig agency, Board President William G. Tanner claimed. 

The Baptist Sunday School Board at  Nashville is focusing on building tzvrt 
between Southern Baptist churches and denominational inatitutfoas 5n the 
interest of' eharing the gospel with the world, President Lloyd Elder maid. 

A t  the same time, the Sunday school Board will t r y  to  lead churehea to  
inkease the i t  Bible at* enrollments by another. 500,000 reaching 8.5 million 
by ~eptember 30, 1985, the report: said. 

Southern Baptist messengers also took pa*t in the Iaunchbg of the 
American Christian Telwiaion System (ACTS) and the Baptist Tslecommunicatl ne 
Network (BTN) . 

ACTS will deliver family and Christian entertainment programs daily int 
homes via cable TV ~ y s t e m s  and television statione under the direction of th  
Southern Baptist Radio and Television C O ~ S S ~ O ~ ~  Fort Worth. 

BTN is a teaching and training network to churches. It's operated by the 
Sunday School Board. 

Major persanaliriee in the multi-launch included Elder and J w  R. Allen, 
president of the radio and talevtsion.agencp. 

In the  mission^^ board report, Tanner described the'breadth of desionary 
m t i v l t y  of other religious groups in the United Stateo. 

"More missionaries of other religions are sent t o  the United States Chsn 
any other nation In  the world," Tanner said. 

"Saudia Arabia is intreating i n  America, hoping Islam will become a 
viable religion in our midst." 

Tanner pointed out new Mormon temples ate being constructed in..Ge~tgia 
and k s ,  and that almost 1,500 cults and sects are actively seeking ' 
disciples in America. 

Despite these increased efforts, about 60 percent of the populetloa in the 
United States doas not accept Jesus Christ, Tanner said. 

The three-day convention opened with Registration Secretary Lee Porter 
reporting 13,013 messengers registered. 

By Roy Jenninga; 10:30 a.m. Tuesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

EVANGELISTS 

KANSAS CITY, 3u.?e 12--Southern Baptist evangelists expressed concern Tuesday 
morning that simultaneous crusades planned conventionwide tn A p r i l  1986 will 
hurt their ministries. 

Despite  t h e i r  concern, they d i d  agree t o  support the crusades. 

Meeting for their annual business session, the Conference of Southern Baptist 
Evangelists pgreed t o  work more closely with the Home Mission Board t o  plan 

V 

future cornrentionwid; c r ~ s s d e  efforts that are more evenly spread throughout the 
wn zy  

Clyde Chiles, an evangelist based in St. Louis* Mo., said the 1986 emphasis 
on simultaneous crusades is a "great idea ,  but also a 8reat problem for our 

w 

denomination to h ~ v e  tbem a l l  at axe time." Such a concentrated revival emphasis 
w i l l  hurt the evaagelis;st sclledules the remainder of the year, he said. 

He suggested the SBC kl fuLuse years plan simultaneous crusades "every 
month for 12 aonths" so timt the evangelists could schedule revivals every month, 
rather then only one rnoavh a year. 

Tom Cox, a music and preaching evangelist from Mountain Burg, Ark., objected . 
t o  April as the designated ~ o n t h  for simultaneous crusades in 1986. In some 
s t a t e s ,  the potential i s  good for snow and other weather-related problems that 
could hinder the success of revivrl crusades, particularly those held outdoors, he 
aaid . 

I t  It just doesrr't-, mike FC nse wectherwise." 

Delton Dees, tsr, eve,:&clist from St. Louis, advocated more one-day crusades 
patterned after those vEten led by evangelist Freddie Gage. "There is no reason 
most evangelists cannot do this," he said. 

He urged the evacgelists t o  bcgin a dialogue with the mission board staff t o  4 

"let them know wc'rc t ~ ~ l l i n g  t o  do this. The finances can be just as good in one 
day as the wangc l i s~ ; .  can make in one week," 

Since the denonination already has committed t o  the 1986 crusade emphasis, 
"we're beating a dead horse no.;$ because it 's  going to happen," said Rick 
Scarborough, presider,t of the conference. 

The evangelists will c o n t i n ~ z  t o  work with mission board personnel, particularly 
Richard Harris, director of m z s s  evangelism Ear the HMB, i n  planning future 
simultaneous crusadls, he said. 

Harrirs po l l ed  the ~vaugelist..s t o  determine the best time fox lay evangelism 
schools and revival traisrhg senicars, which would be sponsored by the miseion 
board specifically fo; Sovtherr, Bnptfst evangelists. Conference attendees 
agreed that the best time rrould be a three- t o  four-day session either before or 
after the 1985 SBS in Dailas. 

During a brief devotio~ial time, evangelist Sam Cathey of Hot Springe, Ark., 
urged the wangeli ,ts to seek the g i x y  of God, not the pwer of God. 



stir 
his 
the 

"Mort of us played king f th mountain wh n we were children, and that in 
.1 the concept that many people have f G Q ~  ,IF he said. "But God doesn't get 
glory from hie power - he gets his power from h i s  glory. When you have 
presence of Cod, you have the power of God." 

Th%s point is where "our charimatic friends -- and some of them are still 
our friends -- have made an error,'' Cathey said. "They seek the p m x  of God 
instead of the glory of God." 

Individuals can get th& glory of &xi by "walking worthy" of the Lord In 
every respect, by "bearing fmait" for the Imsd and by ''growing ih the knowledge 
of the Lard," Cathey said. . 

Newly electad officere of the conference for 1984-85 are Mike Gilchrist, 
an wuagelist from Shrmport , La. , preeldent ; Rick Ingal, an evangellet f ram 
hnton, Texas, vice president; Larry Taylor, evangelist from Sad Ahtoaio, 
Tsxae, t o  a recod term se eacfatary-ttearurer; Jackson Cox, a muric wttagelist 
f roar. Nilledg~ville, Ga. , w s l c  director for the 1985 Conf armnee3 a d  Jim McNI. 1 I 

muelc and blbl ical  dnma e v ~ g e l l r t  fmm St .  Louir, crrrristont mumlc director. 

Other elected' were Cathay, parliamsatrrianfi and Jerry Paamnore, psetor of 
Olive Baptiet Chugch la Pllrrsacola, Fla.. portor rdvirar. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Opening Session Tuesday 

KANSAS CITY, June 12--Within 15 minutes after the 127th session of the 
Southern Baptist Convention was called to order, the 13,013 messengers were 
being instructed on voting procadurns far casting their f i r s t  ballot about: 
the allocation of program time. 

Following the recommendation by Fred Wolfe, pastor of Cottage Hill'Baptist 
Church of Mobile, Ala., and chairman of the Committee on Order of Business, 
that the convention adopt the printed program as the  order of business for the 
meeting, a question was offered. 

T- L* McSuain, pastor and messenger of Hurstbourne Baptist ChurcH of 
Lauisviller Ky,, expressed concern for the heavy business schedule with little 
available time. 

McSwain then made a motion to amend the order of business report and move 
the Committee on Boards report to Wednesday morning. 

The following vote was too close to call and the messengers were asked to  
use a written' bal lot .  

Since the Cammittae on Boards report does not appear until Tuesday at 
4:30  p.m., Draper moved by acclamation that: the convention precede on the 
present order of business. 

Lewis Drummond , prof easor of evangelism at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, brought an address on the theme interpretation, "If my 
people. . , I will. . . " 2 Chronicles 7: 14. 

Reminding the people that God is the source of all great spiritual awaken- 
Zngs, Drummond cited that throu8hout history God moves when h i s  people 
acknowledge his sovereignty and humble themselves. 

I t  In the exodus of God's people under the leadership of Moses the awaken- 
ing began when the people groaned. Prayer is the clue. When there is no 
prayer there is no revival," Drommond said. 

Rheubin L. South, executive d f  rector of the Missouri Baptist Convention, 
Jefferson City, welcomed the messengers to Missouri and Dan H. Kong, execu- 
tive secretary-treasurer of the Hawaii Baptist Convention, Honololu, responded. 

By Jerilynn Amstrong: 11:lO a.m. Tuesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tuesday Morning Executive Committee 

KANSAS CITY, June 12---Deliberations of the Southern B a p t i s t  Con- 
vention h i t  a snag i n  Tuesday's opening session of its three-day 
meeting here when recommended funding of the Southern Baptist Publk 
Affairs Cormnittee was challenged from the floor durzng the report of 
the denominat ion' s Executive Cammit tee. 

Ed Drake, a lawyer from First Baptist  Church, Dallas, and an 
Executive Committee member, proposed that the recommended $411,436 
Ear the Public Affairs Committee be "set aside temporarily" from the 
total  1984-85 SBC program allocation budget i n  order to allow messen- 
gers to consider reallocating the funds to an exclusively Southern 
B a p t i s t  agency rather than the BaptSst Joint Committee on Public Affairs, 

The Public Affairs Committee is a standing SBC comanittee through 
which funding passes t o  the Washington-based BJCPA. The BJCPA, which 
addresees issues of religloua liberty, is supported by nine Baptist 
bodies. The IBJCPA and its executive director, James M. h n a ,  have 
been under intense criticism from conservatives within the 14,l-milllon 
member SBC . 

After 20 minutes of debate, a hand vote an Drake1 s proposed amend- 
ment was too close to ca l l ,  and messengers then voted by ballot. Re- 
sults w i l l  be announced later in the day. 

Drake argued that "Southern Baptists should be represented by 
their own voice i n  the capital," pointing out that Southern Baptfsts 
contribute more than 80 percent of the BJCPA budget yet provide only 
one-third of the organization's committee members. 

He said  funds should "ultimately be allocatedt' to  an agency that 
would be "solely responsible to  this body (the SBC) .'I 

Drake's motion was challenged by Porter -Routh of Nashville, former 
executive secretary-treasurer of the SBC Executive Committee, and a 
former member of the BJCPA's board. 

The reason Southern Baptiste elected to participate in  the BJCPA 
45 years ago was because "we can do more working with other Baptists 
in the field 0% religious liberty that we could do alone," he said. 

Rauth asked messengers "not to forsake these principles (of 
religious l iberty) for which our forebearers gave their lives, Even 
if no other Baptist; body gave one penny, aa Baptists of America we're 
working together because of our deep-seated feelings" about religious 
l ibsr  t y  . 



Tu eday Morning becut iv  Comi+ttes Page Two 

JlSDlDJT Jackson. partor af Whitesburg Baptlst Church in &latsvllle, 
Ala., countexed that "no one here is against religious l iberty.  

"I &n't think we're being sectatian or independent" by supporting 
Drab's ~ ~ t ,  he mid.  "I think I t  would be wiee to give our 
people a voice that expresses the desires and wishes of this p a r t i c ~ h ~  
convmt ion. 'I ' 

Paul Pridgen of Ailren, S. C., argued in aupport o f  the funding 
for the BJCPA, quoting Baptist historian H. Wheeler Bobhson: ."The 
Baptist tabernacle is not always a graceful structure, but at  least 
we may gay tF$s of it, that the twin pillars a t  it8 door are evsnge- 
l i s m  atrd liberty." 

The WCPA 'helpa equip us for our taek in  safeguarding religioue 
liberty," he asid, 

Gary Grm, a college tetlcher from Georgetown Baptiet Church l a  
Waehtngton, repeat'ed Drake's complaint t h a t  Southern Baptiet Corwen- 

t i a n  contributiws to 4th BJCPA exceeded its xepreeeuration. I 

&uth& Baptlata give $10 to every dollar contributed by the 
other eight mehrbcrs of the Bdptirt Joint Cbmmittse, while SBC &a+- 

. ship equals the combined xaemberehip of the other eight bodies, ha 
claimed: That,arrangement is'equal to "taxation w l t b o u t  repreeenta- 

. tion,I1headded. 

SpdaWmg against Drake1 a .amendment, Hugh Wamble, 8. messenger 
frbm Wm?ner bad Ba$tSst .Church in Wsae City, eaid religious liberty 
"ls not a matter of concern only t o  Southern Baptists. ' 

an age of  coal&tSops, we should 'seek alliances with athere 
who are committed, to  the First Amendment ." 

t -30- 

By David ~ l l k i n s o n :  12:20 p.m. Tuesday 
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News 
FOB IMMEDXATE .RELEASE 

Exhibition Hall Feature ' 

KANSA5 CITY, Jvns 12--Messengers vislting the Exhibition Hall a t  the 
Southern Baptist  Convention can get  free popcorn, pencile, coffee, key chains , 
flower seeds, l a p e l  pins, book marks, numerous tote bags and more brochures 
than O l d  Tearamant Sampsoh could carry or  drag. 

Tbe two-level exhibit  area contains the expected book a to re  and booths f r 
coll gee, atace torw&ntions and seminaries arid same which might .rurprise you. 

For instance, talk to HERO, a robot b u i l t  by Judy Escue, a student a t  
Union University, Jackeon, Tern., or  have your portrait taken f o r  a free 8x10 
color photograph t o  be mailed i n  three weeks. You can wen watch a 1i;ve pro- 
gram transmiesion on. ACTS, loak over the BTN mobile unit or have your blood 
pressure checked. 

The Baptiat Book Store is the'largest ever for a Southern Baptist Convarx- 
tim, with,11,000 square f ee t  of display area. Materials in the store were 
delivered in 2,000 boxes weighing more than 65#000 paunds. Thera a r e  50 
employees working in  the kook storei which took two days an5 34 persons t o  set up. 

Missouri Baptist Hospital, St. Louia, is celebrating its 100th anniversary 
by offer ing free blood pressure checks, health.counseling and free birthday 
'cake- The registered nurse at  the booth estimates t h a t  only 9 percent of th 
180 checked by* 10 a.m. Tuesday had high preseure. However, she said appro- . 
x h t e l y  haif were .on medication to control  blood prersrire ptoblems. Several 
were he~rt,  surgery patients.  

At the Miesouri Baptist Convention booth, there  are 75 or ig ina l  cross 
atitch squares provided by the a$sociations of Miseouri and the  Iowa Baptist 
F llmhip in hanor of the 150th anniversary of Misaouri Baptists. The croes 
etltch squares will become a permanent display i n  the a t a t e  convention build- 
ing in Jeff arson City,  Mo . , a£ ter the convdt ion. 

Serious eixhiblt hal l  vleitors a lso  can get information about home and 
foreign miesiona, church computsr'syst&is, satellite receiving antennas 
and church literature. 

Thg free color photograph is to advertise the new Baptist  Book Store 
Church Directary.;S#Mae. Nearly 1,000 picruxes were taken the first day, c w  
pared to, only 800 for the whole week l'ast year in  Pittsburgh. 

In the  book store, memeengers can choose from some 8,000 diffetent titlea 
f b o s b ,  muaic and eupplies. There are books on prayer, marriage and f a d l y ,  

ethics ,  sermons and wangelism, as well as a large area markad "bargains." 

It is interesting, if not expected, t h a t  Southern Baptis ts  are extremely 
honsst ctvtonper~, report book stoie off iei.1.. The officiale recall theha 
are nly "two or  three" bad checks each year and very l itt le loss of merchaa- 
dise without payment. 

It you are looking for 13aneona a t  the  1984 Southern Baptist  anv vent ion, 
don't give up without checking the exhibit area. Patience and dil igence 
c uld very well yield succeas--and full packets. 

-30- 

By Jim Lowry: 1:03 p.m. Tuesday 



FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

CUTLINES FOR SBC UNSAS CITY--1984 

I. Susan Lockwood Wright, pastor of Cornell Avenue Bapt i s t  Church i n  Chicago, 
preached at the Sunday morning worship service of the Women In  Ministry 
meeting, prior to the Southern Baptist Convention. Approximately 250 
people attended the sexvice. 

(Baptist Press Photo) 

2. A colorful highlight of the annual meeting of the Woman's Missfonary Union-SBC 
is the procession of flags and roll call of states.  Acteens from across the 
United States partfcipated in the procession. 

(Photo by Mark Sandlin) 

3. Tom and Gloria Thurrnan, missionaries to Bangladesh, at the Sunday afternoon 
session of the Woman's Missionary Union. 

(Photo by Warren Johnson) 

3B. Bettye Anne Lovelady, a Home Missinn Board missionary in Jackson, Miss., spoke 
on the topic, "We Thank Thee, Lard" at: the Sunday afternoon session of the 
Woman's Missionary Union-SBC. 

(Photo by Warren Johnson)$ 

4 .  The off icers  of the Southern B a p t i s t  Directors of Missions Conference for 
1984-85 will be, from l e f t ,  standing : Hugh Durham, Conroe, Texas, treasurer; 
Daniel Page, Greenville, S.C., editor; seated: R. Wayne Willcoxon, Chico, 
Calif., secretary; Bob Lee Franklin, Montgomery, Ala., president; 'Carl Duck, 
Nashville, Tenn., first vice-president; and Robert W. McGinnis, Dallas, host 
director for 1985. 

(Photo by Craig Bird) 

5. Approximately 10,000 people assembled in Roe Bartle Hall In Kansas City f o r  the 
1984 Pastors' Conference. Charles Stanley, pastor of First  Baptist Church, 
Atlanta, Ga., was president of the meeting and opened the pre-Southern Baptist 
Convention gathering with prayer. (Baptist Press Photo) 

5B. Charles Stanley, pastor of First Baptist Church, Atlanta, Ga., and president of 
the 1984 Pastors' Conference, welcomed a crowd estimated a t  10,000 to a pragrnra 
under the theme of "Encouraging.the Servant of God." 

(Photo by David Haywood) 

6 .  Zig Ziglar, active layman from First Baptist Church, Dallas, and a nationally- 
known motivational speaker, spoke at both the Pastors' Conference and at the 
Thursday night  sess ion of the  Southern Bapt i s t  Convention. 

(Photo by Van Payne) 

11. Sara Ann Hobbs, director of missions for the Baptist State Convention of North 
Carolina, spoke to the  new SBC Forum Monday afternoon on the topic,  omen as 
Ministers." 

12. Mission fans of a l l  agea attended the reception for Bobbie Sorrill, author of 
Annie Amstrong: Dreamer in Action, during the Woman's Missionary Union meeting. 

' Nancy Taylor, 9, a member of First Baptist Church, Berkley, Ma., was one of 
many who visited with Sorrill. 

(Photo by David Haywood) 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RE;LEASE 

PRESIDENlCIAL ADDRESS 

KANSAS CITY, June 12--More than 13,000 messengers a t  the Southern Baptist  
Convention gave their president, James T. Draper, Jr., standing applause as 
he called the 14.1-million-member corntention t o  a new 3wel .of  boldnesg, 

In hts second presidential address, Draper challenged the  denomination to 
take seriously Chris t ' s  nandate t o  share the gospel with all people. 

"While we debate and manipulate and play games," he charged, "the world 
goes t o  he l l .  We owe the world the gospel." 

Draper, pastor of F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church, Euless , Texas, urged boldnesa both 
i n  witness and in giving. 

At the close  of the  conventfonva opening session, he and other officers 
of the convention presented signed commitment cards to  Harold C. Bennett, 
executive secretary-txeaaurer of the convention's. Executive Cammitree, pledging 
the i r  increased support of Planned Growth i n  Giving. This is a new emphasis 
s eking t o  increase Southern Baptists' commd.tment and giving. . 

The progFam w i l l  undergird Bold Missian Thrust, t he  dencnnlnation'a e f f o r t  
t o  share the  gospel of Jesus Christ  with a l l  the world by the  year 2000. 

But Draper said  Southern Baptist need to  back t h e i r  t a l k  w i t h  action, 
Baptisms i n  1983 of 394,606 were some 2,000 fewer than the  396,857 baptized 
in 1954, he noted. 

Although the t o t a l  incame of Southern Baptist  churches l a s t  year was 
$3.37 b i l l i on ,  the t o t a l  debt of these churches amounted t o  $1.4 b i l l i on  and 
the annual debt payment t o  more than $342 million. Total Cooperative Program 
receipts  i n  the same year were only $272 million, with half of that remaining 
i n  t h e . e t a t e  convention, he sa id .  

(The Cooperative Program is the plan through which Southern Baptist churches 
voluntar i l$  contribute a share of t h e i r  income t o  support mission work and 
othex programe a t  home and abroad.) 

Draper, who recently returned from a.tour of mission work in Africa and 
the Middle Eaet, said  Southern Baptist must be wi l l ing  t o  risk as much a8 their 
~ s s i o n a r i s s  are r isking i n  such places as Beirut and Uganda. 

"What have I risked t o  t e l l  the good news?" he asked. "Our debt t o  the 
world involves our willingness t o  risk a l l  for Christ." 

The SBC president also said the denomination haa l o s t  much of its c red ib i l i t y  
because it has passed only, "a EW Innocuous tresolutions" against aboktion. 

He drew. strong applause as he asked, 'I.. .where i s  th outcry over t he  legalized 
killing of w e r  17 !s i l l ion innocent pre-born children i n  the  laat 11 years? 
Abortion has become a crime of enormous proportions i n  America." 



Page 2-Presid.entia1 Address 

Draper's 71-year-old mother, Lois Draper, a polio victim since she was 10 
months old, sat on the stage during her son's addreas.. She has lived with the 
Drapers for 18 years. 

James Clark, executive vice president of the  Baptist Sunday Schoal Board, 
presented Draper a copy of his fourth book, "The ~mreiling," described as a 
premillenlal view of  the Revelation of John, Clark noted that Draper had dedicated 
the book t o  h i s  18-month-old grandson, Kyle, son of Randy and Elizabeth Draper, 
also of Euless. 

By Bob Stanley; 1:22 p.m. Tuesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE News 
P u b l i c  Affairs Amendment Loses 

KANSAS CITY, June 12--Messengers t o  the Southern Baptist: Convention rejected by a 
narrow margin 'Tuesday an effort to "reallocate" funds designated f o r  the Public  Affairs 
Comittee, a standing committee through which Southern B a p t i s t  contr ibut ions  are chan- 
neled to the Baptist Joint Committee on Pub l i c  Affairs .  

With 81 percent of registered messengers voting, 5,854 (51.6%) opposed a motion' 
to "set aside temporarily" the $411,436 f o r  the Public Affairs Committee from the 
recommended 1984-85 SBC Cooperative Program a l loca t ion  budget. A t o t a l  of 5,480 
(48.4%) voted i n  support of  the amendment. More than 100 votes were thrown out because 
of improper balloting. 

The Washington, D. C,-based Baptist J o i n t  Comit tee ,  supported by nine Bapt i s t  
bodies in the  United States, addresses issues of r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y .  The organization 
and i t s  executive director, James Dunn, have been under fire in recent years from con- 
servatives in the denomination. 

The amendment was offered by Dallas lawyer Ed Dxake, a member of the SBC Executive 
Cammittee, during the f i r s t  of two reports by t h e  Executive Committee. 

Drake claimed Southern Baptists were not getting enough r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o r  their 
money i n  the Baptist J o i n t  Committee. Funds, he argued, should "ultimately be allocated" 
to an agency that would be "so le ly  responsible to this body (the SBC)," rather than a 
group of Baptist  bodies. 

Others in the debate, however, expressed support f o r  current f inancia l  arrange- 
ments, arguing that the BJCPA is a desperately-needed defender of rel ig ious  liberty and 
its corollary of the separation of church and state, 

By David Wilkinaon: 3 p.m. Tuesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE REZEASE 

Missions Day Camp 

LIBERTY, June 12--"lunch 1 " "Playing games 1 I' "Eating apples  ! " "The desionari e ! '' 
These were some of the responses from 175 boys and girls in grades 1-6 who partici- 

pated In the first day af a three-day missions day camp conducted on the campus of W i l l i a m  
Jewel1 Collcge, when asked what they l i b d  best  about the camp. , 

But the unatlimaue answer was "not having to attend the Convention." Spr ad out over 
two adjacent athletic fields, the youngsters played freely with no thought of the near 90 
degree heat nor any of the business t o  be decided by their parents and other messengers at 
the Southern Baptist Convention at the Kaneas City Conventian Center aame 20 miles away. 

Before dividing into smaller study and play groups, the campers heard missionary 
Sam Upton from Malawi describe haw children in the country where he l ive@, dlcess and play 
and the kinds of food they eat. Be also displayed the tools people use In  Malawi and told 
how women do much of the heavy work, to the dismay of the girl campers and the delight of 
the boys. . 

Upton was thk firet of three miaeionary speakers who made the day camp a des ions  
education experience aa w e l l  %s a time of Bible study, games and cxafte. Wanda Dobblas 
from Chile ahd Carter Morgan from The Philippines also talked to the group. 

Day camp Director Sally HcClcllan, mini",ter t b  children a t  F irs t  Baptist Church, 
Independence, Moms said a knocked-out baby .tooth, rsn upset stomach and a scraped lag were 
the only first day problems. 

The youngster who l a s t  the tooth 'stuffed it in his pocket for the tooth f a i r y  at the 
encouragemerit of hSs counselor who told h t m  it would probably bring double value because of 
the circumstances. 

The upaet stomach was quickly relieved after a few moments reat in the, shade, and 
the young lady with the bleeding leg was maxe concerned about the blood staining her eock 
than she was about the pain. 

The miasions day camp was spansored by the Brotherhood Codsa ian ,  the Miesouri 
Brotherhood Departmknt and the Blue Rivex Baptist Association. * 

Cahp coordimtor Kart Bozeman, Crusader Royal Ambaeaador director at the Commission, 
explained that "the camp ie provided as a s e r v i ~ e  t o  convention measengera, bat it ie more 
than a babysitting sekvice. It is an extensian of our agency's objective to teach missions 
and prwide ' kissions experiences. '' 

Local day camp arraagemerkts were directed by Larry Shields, Associate Royal Ambas- 
ador Director in the Blue Rlver Association. 

By Jack Childs: 2:40  p.m. Tuesday 



Biographical Data 

JOHN SULLIVAN 
Paator, Broadmoor Baptist Church, Shreveport, LA 

Born: Amated, West Virginia 1936 (Age, '46) 

Education: B.A. ,  Grand Canyon College, Phoenix, AZ 1961 
B.D., M-DIv., D-Min, Southwestern Baptist Thaologioal 

Seminary, Fort Worth, TX 

Experience : 

Denominational: 

Pastor, Twenty-seventh Avenue Bapt. Church, Phoenix, A2 
First Baptist Churoh, Aledo, TX 
Ridglea West Baptist Churoh, Fort Worth, TX 
First Baptist Church, Sulphur Springs, TX 
current pastorate 

Texas Exeuutiva Board 
Louisiana Fzeautive Board 
Louisiana Convention President, two years 
Exsoutive Committee, SBC 
1st v. p . ,  Southern Baptist Convention 

Personal: Married former Nanoy ~inaon, Joneaboro, Ark. , 1955; 
3 ohildren 

6/83 ' 



Positiopa 
President of the Sunday School Board of the 
Southern B a p t i s t  Convent ion,  Nashvil le ,  
Tennessee, since February, t 975. 

As president of the Board, Dr. Cothen is responsible 
for all the operations of this agency, He executes 
policies set by thc trustees. 

Place and dafe cg birth 
Popfarvilie, Peari River County, Mississippi, 
August 2, 5920. Parents: Reverend Joseph H. 
Cothen and  Mamie Coulter Cothen (both  
deceased). 

Educattisrn 
Diploma, Hatticsburg High School, 1938. 
B.A. degree, Mississippi College. !9dl. 
M.C.T, degree, New Orleans Baptist Theological 

Seminary, f 944. 

Honor~ry ~ F ~ F C I P S  

D. D., California Bapsiar G~llege,  1962 
D. D,, Miss i~~ ipp i  College, 1964. 
LL.D., WiWllam Jeweil College, 197 1 .  
D, tfurx., ~ f r ~ i v e r s i t y  of Richinand, 1975. 
L.H.D., Oklahoma Baptist: University, 1975. 

Marriage a 

Dr. Cotberr r n a ~ r i e d  the fartner Bettyc Major, 
Chettanaoga, Terrnwsec, June 11, t941. 

Chidrcn 
Grady Coulter, .lr., arrd Carulc Losraine (Mrs. Don C. 
McChesnay). 

Dennrrnln~lfionaI A clividics 
Trustee, For-ign Missiot~ Eiosrd, 1949-55. 
Trustee, Oklahoma Baptist Ilnivcrsity, 1955-59. 
Trustce, New Orleatlv Baptist Theological Seminary, 

1355-60. 
First Vice-President, Southern Baptist Convcntion, 

t 963. 
Executive Cqrnmittec, Baptist VdosXd Alliance, 1965- 

i 9 70. 
Executive Committee, Amtrican Association of 

Theological Schools, 1972-74. 

Other przsiliams held 
Pastor, White Oak Baptist Church, Chattanooga, 

Tennessee, E 946-48, 
Pastor, Olivct Baptist Church, Oklahoma City, 

Oklahoma, 1948-59. 
Pastor. First Baptist Church. Birmingham. Alabama, 

IY5'6-61- 
Executive L5ecretary-Trcasurer, Southern Baptist 

General Convention of California, 1961 -6ti. 
~resi-&or, lilklahorna Haptist University, 1966-70, 
President, New Orleans Baptist  Theological 

Seminary, L920-74. 



ADVANCE BACKGROUND STORY 

Biographical Data 

CHARLES F. STANLEY 
Pastor,  First B a p t i s t  Church, Atlanta, Georgia 

Born: Danville, Virg in i a  

Experience: Pastor, First B a p t i s t  Church, Fruitland, N,C. 

Professor, Fruitland Bible Institute 

Pastor, First Bapt i s t  Church, Fairborn,  Ohio 

Pastor, First Baptist Church, Miami, Florida 

Pastor and Principal, Gcarge Muiller Christian School, Miami 

.Pastor, First Baptist Church, Bartaw, Flor ida  

Education: University of Richmond, Virginia 
Southwestern B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas 
Luther Rice Theological Sernf-nary, Jacksonville, Florida 

Publications: The Walk of Faith 
Reaching Your Goals 
Stand Up, America! 
A Man% Touch 
Handle With Prayer 

Telecasts: In Touch, weekly, CBN and PTL, Trinity Satellite, plus many 
local cities 
One hundred plus radia stations 

Personal: Wife--Anna; two children 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

MINISTERS' WIVES LUNCHEON 

KANSAS CITY, June 12--Almost 520 ministers' wives from across the Southern 
Baptist Convention honored one of their own here Tuesday at the 29th annual 
Conference of Ministers' Wives ,luncheon. 

The naming of Mrs. Minette Drumwright as recipient- of the k s .  J.M. Dawson 
award was a highlight of t h i s  year'a luncheon. 

"I consider this a t r i b u t e  to the minister whose l i f e  I shared fox 31 years. 
Ours was a partnership of oneness at every Level af ministry," Drumwright said. 

Her husband, the  late Huber L. Drumwright, Jr., was executive secretary- 
treasurer af the Arkansas Baptist Convention, dean of the school of theology, 
Southwestern B a p t i s t  Theological Seminary, and a former pastor. 

Mrs. Drumright is assistant to the executive vice-president of the  Foreign 
Mission Board,, Richmond, Va. 

The Mrs. J.M. Dawson award, presented only ffve other times, i s  given to a 
minister's w i f e  wha has made a distinct denominational contribution, 

Mrs. Drumright has served as a member of the board of trustees of several 
Southern Baptist agencies, includin~ the  Hoae Mission Board. She is a former 
president of Texas Woman's Missionary Union. 

"We really do believe our strongest partners are ministers' wives. We're 
especially praud they've recognized one like Minette Drumwright, who has also 
nade so many contributions t o  WMU," said  Carolyn Weatherford, executive director 
of Woman's Missionary Union. 

The living water given ~hristians through faith in Christ was emphasized by the 
luncheon's speaker, Wana Ann Fort, missionary t o  Zimbabwe, 

Officers far 1986 were presented at  the luncheon. They ate Mrs. Russell Dilday, 
Fort Worth, Texas, president; Mrs. Peter Ray Jones, Atlanta, Ea* , vice-president; 
Mrs. Ray Rust, Columbia, S.C., recording secretary-treasurer; and Mrs. William Hinson, 
New Orleans, La., corresponding secretary. 

By Carol Sisson Garrett; 4:lOp.m. Tuesday 
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FOB IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday Afternoon Executive Committee 

KANSAS CITY, June 12--After rejecting a challenge t o  funding fox the 
Public Affairs Committee, messengers to the 127th session af the Southern 
Baptist Convention adopted Tuesday a record Coaperative Program allocation 
budget of $130 million far 1984-85. 

The budget was the major i t e m  among five recommendations approved in 
a two-part report from the convention's Executive Committee during the 
opening eessioa of the denomination's three-day meting at Bartle Conven- 
tion Center. 

The Gooperative Program is the SBC's method of financing its worldwide 
program of missions and ministries. The 1984-85 budget calls for $118 
milliou,fcrr the basic operating budget, $6,874,000 for capital needs and 
$5,126,000 for the "challenge" budget. 

The new budget represents a modest increase over the 1983-84 budget 
af $125 million. The lion's share of 1984-85 Cooperative Program receipts 
will go t o  the Foreign Mission Board, recipient of ane-half of the total 
operating budget. The Home Mission Board will receive almoat 20 percent. 

With the aingle exception of the Woreign Mission Board, which was 
awarded a 3.06 percent increase in the new budget, each of the coaven- 
tion's boards, agencies and fnstitucions received an across-the-board . 
2.79 percent increase aver 1983-84. (Pexcentage increases for each of 
the six semlaerries differ, but the increase for the seminaries as a whole 
is also 2.79 percent,) 

The Executive Committee also reported on the progress of Bold Mis- 
sion Thrust, the denomine"con's ambitious plan to share the gospel with 
the world by the end of this century. 

The report indicated that 394,606 baptisms were recorded in Southern Baptist  
churches in 1982-83. Thaugh below the goal of 445,000 for the year, the total  is the 
fouxch consecurlve year baptisms have been near about 400,000, The Bold Mission-.Thrust 
goal is 1.5 million baptiems during 1982-85. 

~ 1 ~ 0 , 4 1 3  new churches were begun in 1982-83, and Home Mission Board leaders ex- 
pressed optimism toward achieving the three-year goal of 1,500. 

The Foreign and Home Mission Boards reported significant pxogreoe toward the goal 
o f  2,554 newly-appointed missionary personnel. Total home and foreign missionary 
force a t  the end of 1983 numbered 7,138, which is ahead of the. pace needed to reach the 
goal of 10,000 by the year 2000. 

More than 14,500 churches increased the percentage of their undesignsted budget 
receipts given through the Caoperative Program during 1982-83, 

In other action, messengers appxoved changes in the convention's bylaws which 
would require membere of the Comaittee on Cormittees and SBC boards, commissions and 
standing committees t o  have been a "resident member'' for at least one year of Southern 
Baptist: churches .ocated within the state or affiliated with the convention of the 
state from which they are elected. 



Page. 2--Monday Afternoon Executive Committee 

In debate aver a proposed amendment t o  the bylaw change, messengers rejected 
attempts t o  insert additional language requiring that those persons also be part of 
churches that contribute at least Eaur percent of t h e i r  annual budgets for each of 
the l a s t  two years t o  the Cooperative Program. 

Due t o  the lengthy debate over the budget, the remainder of the Executive 
Committee report was  postponed t o  a later period. 

By David WiXkinson: 4:45 p.m. Tueaday 
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News 
FOR IMMEDIATE R E L M E  

PRESIDEXIUL ELECTIQN 

IUNSAS'CITY, June 12--Charles Stanley, pastor of First Baptist Church, Atlanta, 
and a leader of the c,onservative faction within the Southern Baptist: Convention, 
Tuesday was elected president of the 14-million-member denomination on the first 
bal lo t  . 

Drawing 52 percent of the vote (7,692), Stanley easily outdistanced both 
Grady Cothen, former president of the Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville, 
and John Sullivan, pastor of Broadmoar Baptist Church, Shreveport, La. Cothen 
callected 26 percent of the votes (3,874), while Sullivan, who served as vice 
president of the SBC for the past two years, drew 22 percent (3,174). 

Stanley was nominated by Jerry Vines, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Jackaonvilla, Fla. 

Vines said Stanley's Atlanta church " just  may be the greatest missionssry- 
giving and sending church in the history o f  the Southern Bapt i s t  Convention." He 
noted the church gave $600,000 to "nission causes" this year, but d id  not: indicate 
how much of that figure was contrFbuted through the Cooperative Program. 

"If ell our churches would j u s t  begin to have the impact af Ffret Baptist Church 
of Atlanta, Bold Misaion Thrust would be an accomplished fact ,"  Vines said. 

Cothep'a name was offered by B.O. Baker, pastor of Plymouth Park Baptist Church, 
Irving, Texas, who said Cothen was an "uncommon man" who could lead Sguthern Baptists 
out of a t h e  of stzife.  Baker said Cothen's 40 years of service t o  Southern Baptists 
had prepared h i m  t o  'take the helm of the denmination. 

"No other lfvlng Southern Baptist has served in such varied posicions." Baker 
said, citing Cathen's former positions aa college, state  convention and national 
agency head. "He's already back from where most of us have never beep." 

Baker said desp i t e  Cathen's decisibn to retire recently, Southern Baptists  
should "call him back" much as England looked again to Winston Churchill in 
time. of crisis. 

Sullivan, who has served for the past two years as f irst  vice president of the 
convention, was nominated by James Pl,eitz,  pastor of Park Cities Baptist: Church, 
Dallas. Sullivan and Cothen are considered moderate candidates fox the presidency. 

Pleitz  said the next president should be a "servant," and that after 25 years 
In denominatianal service, Sullivan qualified. He noted Sullivan has worked on the 
SBC Executive Committee and Resolutions Committee. 

A P l e i t z  said was "very important" was the comitment of 
Sullivan's church. to the Cooperative Program. Broadmdor church currently gives 26 
percent of its receipts to the Southern B a p t i s t  unified giving plan, P l e i t z  said. 

"You will not ffnd a man that preaches and believes more of God's ward than 
John Sullivan, " P l e i t z  said. 

The issue of the candidates' Cooperative Program giving was highlighted just  
before the election when Sam Cathay, m@ss*nger fram Second B a p t i s t  Church, Hot 
Springs, Ark. , took a point of personal pxlvAlege t o  denounce the df stribution 
of handouts containing giving figures for the candidates as well as those a£ 
nominees to convention boards and agencies. ' 
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Holding a folded copy of the independent publication SBC Today, Cathey said the 
giving figures distributed were "grossly misleading and in my judgment totally false." 
He called on messengers to disregard the information, which,  he daid, "can be proven 
to be d e l i b e r a t e l y  misleading and i n  v i o l a t i o n  of long-standing convention policy," 

Befare the election of officers, messengers heard t h e  second theme interpretatioh 
from Lewis Drummond, professor of evangelism a t  Southern B a p t i s t  Theological Seminary, 
Louisvil le ,  Ky. The convention theme, "If my people. ..I will...," is taken from the 
popular revival promise of 11 Chronicles 7 : 1 4 .  

Drummond said revival is dependent on the  people  of God returning to holiness 
before God. %"en a people lose their essential holiness, God is gone," Drummond said. 

"That's what Southern Baptists must do---enter I n t o  renewal of our covenant with God," 
he said. 

By Greg Warner; 4 : 4 5  p .m.  Tuesday 
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Tuesday Afternoon Resolut ions/Mo t ions 

KANSAS' CITY, June 12--Business for the 127th Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion cqntinued t o  p i l e  up Tuesday afternoon as f ive  motions and three reeo- 
lutions were introduced. 

Joe Knott, a messenger from First B a p t i s t  Church, Raleigh, N,C., intro- 
duced a motion "to establish a Southern Baptist presence in Washington, D.C., 
t o  address public and governmental affairs known as.Government Affaixe 
Office of the Southern Baptist  Convention," 

This motion fallowed a narrow defeat Tuesday morning of an attempt t o  
defund the Baptist J o i n t  Committee on Public Affairs. 

A motion to allow messengers t o  ask for the removal of employees from 
SBC agencies and withdraw f inancial  support if action i s  not taken in one 
year was introduced by James Erady, West Pensacola B a p t i s t  Church, 
P nsacola, Fla. 

A motion t a  designqte 1985 as a year of prayer for sp ir i tua l  awakea- 
ing was bade by David,Burzynski, B. H. Carroll Baptist Church, Fort Worth, 
Texas. me yea* of prayer f a  ta be prersxation for 1986 Good News America 
revivals. 

r 

James Fuller, pastor of Stamping Ground Baptist Church, Stamping 
Ground, Ky.. requested a bylaw change to require all nominations for SBC 
afffcers to take place on the first day of the convention. Elections would 
be held after inf o m t i o n  about each nominee' s "cooperation with the cck- 
vention" is published in the daily bullet in .  

Doug Wilgs, Old Forest Road B a p t i s t  Church, Lynchburg, Va., moved t o  
instruct the SBC Housing Committee to 'arrange far messengers, t;a stay in 
homes o f  local church members and money saved be contributed to Bald Mission 
Thrust . 

Three resalutions an ministera' housing allowance, equal access 
legislation and the arm8 race brought to 28 the number of resolutions 
submittid Tuesday. 

Bobby G. Burnett, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, Delta, Cola., 
urged appositian to the Internal Revenue Sewice ruling disallowing . ' 

deduction of ministers' housing allawances. Burnett likened the ruling t o  
a "pay cut for the God-called clergy." I 

The arms race resolution by Wayne C. Bartee, First B a p t i s t  Church, Spring- 
f i e l d ,  Mo., is the second resolution introduced at thfs convention utging 
negotiations t o  reduce production of nuclear weapons. 

Likewise, the resolution favoring legis lat ion allowing equal access t o  
public school fac i l i t i e s  for religious purposes ie the second introduced 
an the subject , \ 
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Messengers also adopted the convention agenda as presented by the Committee 
on O r d e r  of Business a f t e r  dszfeating an amendment Tuesday morning that would have 
moved the Committee on Boards report from Tuesday afternoon to Wednesday morning. 

Nine out of 12 motions ixrtroduced Tuesday morning were referred by the 
Committee on Order of Business t o  various boards ,  committees and agencies f o r  
f u r t h e r  study. 

By Linda Lawson:. 5:10 p.m. Tuesday 



News Room 
Southern Baptist Convention 

June 12-14, 1984 
Room 209 East 

Bartle Convention Center 
Kansas City, Missouri 

(816) 346-0624 

wm C. Relds 
SBC Press Representative 

Dan MarHn 
News Room Manager 

cl.alem 
Photo and Features Manager 

News 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

RESOLUTIONS TESTIMONY 

KANSAS CIm, June 12--Members of the Southern Baptist Canvention's Resolutions 
Committee heard testimonies Tuesday afternoon on resolutions ranging from i n  vitro 
f e r t i l i z a t i o n  to national defense. 

Sponsors of resolutions, or their designated spokesmen, offered testimony on . 
resolutions dealing with the appointment of a U.S. ambassador t o  the Holy See, 
scientific creationism, in vitro fertilization, artificial insemination and human 
cloning, planned parenthood, ca l l ing  a halt  ta the nuclear arms race, and morality 
in national defense. 

Others dealt with  reso lut ions  c a l l i n g  for support fox Nicaraguan Baptists, for 
an end to human rights violations of Romanian Christians, for a renewed conrmitment 
to religious l iber ty ,  for awareness of efforts by historic preservation activists 
to restrict religious liberty, and for support of the freedoms of religious 
schoals. 

David Beckworth of West Memorial Baptist Church, Houston, Texas, told committee 
members that "human engineering is upon us, and we have to deal with it." His 
resolution on in- vitro fertilization, artificial insemination and human cloning 
was offered in response to abortions taking place i n  antiseptic scientific laboratories. 11 

"No major protestant organization has made a stand on in vitro fertilization," 
he claimed. "Already, experiments are being conducted in Australia involving human 
semen and animal embryos," he said. 

Remaining silent on the issue will result in "violating our human consciousness," 
Beckworth charged. However, he clarified that the resolution does not condemn 
artificial insemination when the semen i s  donated by t h e  husband for his wife. 

Beckworth also testified in support of a resolution on morality in national 
defense. 

''There can be traced i n  the nuclear freeze movement a documented communist 
activism which taints the freeze movement and obstenslvely makes it a tool of 
what a former KGB officer called 'active measures1 in the Soviet global strategy,'' 
he said. 

 he nuclear freeze movement is backward-looking -- trying to put all the 
escaped furies back into Pandorats box -- rather than forward-looking, seeking 
to completely make nucleax weapons ineffective and obsolete." 

"In contract, Charles Johnson, pastor of West Po in t  Baptist Church in Centertown, 
Ky., offered testimony supporting a resolution calling for an immediate bilateral 
and verifiable freeze i n  the testing and production of nuclear weapons. 

"WE! have the opportunity for the first time t o  vote on t h i s  concept. It is 
probably the most crucial issue facing us today," he sa id .  

The SBC has yet to go on record "calling a halt to this sinful and prideful 
nuclear arms race " he sa id*  "this is an abolishionist movement to abolish the 
symbols of destruction. We must find a way to cease t h i s  madness." 

Wayne Bartee, a deacon of the First Baptist Church in Springfield, Mo., said 
the SBC needs to, "speak and speak again" in opposition to the arms race. His 
resolution calls for mutally v e r i f i a b l e ,  bilateral arms negotiations. 
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"This is an electIan year, and I think our leaders need to hear from us again 
on this issue," he s a i d .  

B i l l  McCormick, pastor of University Baptist Church in Shreveport, La., spoke 
i n  support af his resolution reaffirming the stand taken by the 1982 convention 
in New Orleans encouraging public achaals to include the teaching of scientific 
creationism in their curricula. 

"As far as 1 know, Louisiana is the only s ta te  in aur union that is in a current 
controversy wer  this issue of scientific creationism," McCamick said. "Evcrlution 
is undermining the faith of our k i d s , "  

Hugh Wamble of Warnall Road Baptist Church in basas City, said h i s  resolution 
opposing a U.S.  ambassador t o  the Holy See needs t o  be approved sending a mesaage 
again £ram 13 million Southern BBptiets to political leaders. 

Although thewnvention alreadyhals passed a resolution dealing with this issue, 
"Pxeviauely it was a possibility -- now it is a fact," Wamble said, 

Don McNulty of Fifteenth Street Bapt i s t  Church in Kansas City, spoke i n  favor of 
his resolution calling for a halt t b  federal funding of Planned Parenthood. 

"Planned Parenthood has become a federal bureaucracy agency that acts without 
any real law behind it. It w i l l  take.the authority and responsibility of pareats 
and ov rride that by providing contraceptives and by counseling minors t o  seek 
abortions without the priar knowledge and cansent of the parents." 

Rich &qre of First Baptist Church of West Plains, Mo,, offered testimony 
opposing abortion, calling it a "maxal outrage" that the evangelical community 
has only belatedly recogxdzed and spoken out against. 

.Abortion on demand has opened the door t o  a number a£ other moral outrages, 
he said. 

"Abortion is contrary to the biblical view of l i f e  that a l l  l i f e  is sacred. 
This is such a moral outrage that the. convention should continue t o  address this 
issue yaax qfter year until this practice has been eradicated." 

Alan Scars of the Walnut Street B a p t i s t  Church in Louisville, Ky., offered 
testimony concerning human rights violations by the Socialist Republic of Romania 
against Romanian Christians. 

"I have a great concern for our brathers behind the Iron Curtain," he said. 
He c i t e d  examples of persecution of Romanian Christians, including two pastors who 
have been imprisoned for baptizing two youths under the age of 18. 

He also called fax the SBC to  urge President Reagan nor to renew the Most 
Favored Nstlon trading status, which the county now enjoys. 

"Until the mast-favored nation status is revoked, they won't give a rip." 

John Bruce of the Firs t  Baptist  Church af Raleigh, N.C., expressad concern 
about the auppreasion of relighus rxpressian in $he United States. 'He outlined 
broad and amgibuaus language in the Civil Xights Act of 1984, recently introduced 
in Congress, which could subject many private institutions to the "full panoply" 
of detai led  federal regulatisns. 

Other testimonies were offered by BZ11 Dslahoyde of Providence Baptist Church 
l a  Raleigh, N . C . ,  on religious l iberty; by Larry Lee a£ Haymarket Baptist Church in 
Haymarket, Va., urging support of Nicaraguan Baptists; by John Hughes of First 
Baptiot Church, Independence, Mo., an preserving churches' free exexcis@ of religion; 
and by Beckworth on the need for parents to become involved increasingly in publ ic  
school education issues. 

By Karen Baason; 5:25 p.m. Tuesday 
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MARILYN NOYAK FEATURE 

KANSAS CITY, June 11--To her he's ''Brother Jimmy. " 

To most other Southern Baptiat_s,- he's -- Dr. -. James T, Draper Jx., prsaident 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

When talking to Marilyn Novak, Draper's secretary, it daesn't take long t o  
realize several things--she's loyal, she's efficient, she has great admiration 
for her bosa, and she's had a great--a1 beit busy--time the past  two years. 

Explaining that most secretaries try t o  stay one atep ahead of their baseee, 
Mrs. Nwak stressed that staying one step ahead a£ "Brother Jimmy" is a task in ttself. 

"I try t o  k e ~ p  h is  day as organized ha he i a , "  ~ s b  eatd. "He has a 
phenomenal mind. He haa a East mind and a meticulous mind." 

. Mrs. Novak has been Draper's secretaxy'at First Baptist Chuzch in Euless. 
.Texas, for nfne years--long before: he became president of the 14-millton-memb r 
denomination $0 1982. 

Surprisingly enough, she said her duties have not changed significantly since 
his electibn; the people she interacts with have. She atill opens his mail, 
handles his telephone calls, files (everything has t o  be kept far the Historical 
bnrmission) and types his letters--all those things normally associated with a 
secretary. 

Since Draper's election as president of the  SBC, however, hi s  telephone 
calls  are coming from different people and the letters are going t o  different 
places--like the White House an occasion. 

Unlike some who might find the pace unkelenting and s t res~ fu l ,  Marilyn tarivas 
an it. 

"I enjoy calling the mite House. 1 l t k e  talking to important people," 
she said.  

When Draper travels. Marilyn seldom accompanies him. "~ornebod~ haa to be 
at  home to t a b  telephone calls," she said, "People: who need to reach him need t a  
know where he is. " 

I 

Making arrangements for all Draper's engagements isn' t easy, but hie ,  
secretary delegates those responsibilities; "I have a good travel agent," she atr  sedm 

There have been times when those arrangement didn't gs so smoothly. On one 
accasion, Draper--in New York on the way t o  Africa--was accidentally put on stand-by 
for a flight. . ')You don't send the President of the. Southern Baptist Convention 
an stand-by ," she said. 

But for the mogr part the past two years have been good ones, she said-- 
m~stly because Draper is so easy t o  work with, 
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"He moves faat  ,'I Marilyn s a i d ,  snapping her f ingers quickly. " ~ e  knows what 
he i s  thinking;  he knows what he is doing; he knows where he is going." 

His personality helps t o  keep things running on an even keel. Even with the 
notoriety that comes with the position, Draper has remained the same, Marilyn said. 

" ~ e  is  unchangeable. He is one of the  few men I know t h a t  fs consistently 
the same. That very def in i te ly  makes it easier to work with him. He is very open; 
he doesn' t keep much from anybody. I really appreciate. that. 

I n  add i t i on ,  Marilyn sa id  he handles crises very well. And he isn't one to show 
much emotion. He gets f r u s t r a t e d ,  she s a i d ,  but doesn't easily panic or become angry. 

Was being the secretary of an SBG president what'she expected? "Not a t  a l l , "  she 
said. "But I really d i d n ' t  know what t o  expect." Soon after Draper's e lec t ion ,  Mrs. 
Novak contac ted  the  secretaries of p a s t  SBC presidents.  

"They said i t  would be so hectic that  I ' d  do most of my work after five o'clock,". 
she said, "But it hasn't been that way--maybe because he has not  been con t rove r s i a l ;  
he has been healing. That's no t  t o  say i t  h a s n ' t  been busy. When 1 go home a t  night, 
I'm tired." 

Marilyn said she doesn't work much overtime because "Brother Jimmy" doesn't like 
her to .  "He's really good about making m e  go home a t  five. He is concerned about my 
home life. H e  has an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h a t  and I appreciate i t , "  A t  the  same time, Mrs. 
Navak added "that nothing has been left undone." 

When Marilyn began working par t - t ime a t  t h e  church n ine  years ago, s h e  did  ao "Just: 
to g e t  soma extra pocket money.'-ever d i d  she imagine she would become t he  fu l l - t ime  
helper of an SBC president. 

, 
Because she works at t h e  same place where she goes to church, Marilyn said she 

s t r i v e s  t o  maintain "balancet1 i n  her life. Her most recent effort t o  do tha t  led 
her to earn a private pilot's license. 

"But I c a n ' t  f i n d  anyone t o  f l y  with m e ,  Brother Jimmy keeps saying he will, 
but he hasn't y e t .  I like to think it's just a problem with his time," she joked. 

Reflecting on the past two years, Mrs. Novak doesn't offer secretaries of future 
SBC presidents any warning--only one piece of advice. 

"Be aware of how really b ig  t h e  position is, not  only  i n  t h e  convention, but i n  the 
history of America. There are a mq~sive number of people who make demands on h i s  time. 
People off  the street who have a complaint about anything will cal l , "  she said. "And 
they seem to real ly  be put  off  when he isn't there." 

But: with the close of the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting, Draper will 
have far less  demands--something Marilyn s a i d  she chinks he is looking forward to .  
"I think he is t i r e d , "  s h e  sa id .  "He has d e c l i n e d  most invitations." 

Even though Marilyn said church members have been a p r i o r i t y  during his presidential  
terms, she said Draper h a s n ' t  been able t o  be the pastor he wanted to be. 

"The ha rdes t  th ing for him was not being free to do what needs to be done a t  
church. " 

Despite the hectic weekly schedule, Draper has missed few Sundays at the Euless 
church, Marilyn sa id .  "I don' t  know how he g e t s  his sermons toge the r , "  she sa id ,  
adding quickly: ''But they are j u s t  as good as they always were." 

By Gigi Schrader, 5:30 p.m. Tuesday 
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Following Elder' s report, several messengers questioned ~lder's 
theological beliefs and commitments and asked questions clar i fy ing same of 
the board's programs. 

R. S .  Crowder of Birmingham, Ala . ,  asked far more de ta i l s  regarding the 
agency's work with senior adults and families and encouraged Elder to "increase 
efforts to help Baptists meet needs of families," adding that; "the family 
is the heart of the society we l i v e  in." 

Timothy Owinga, a North Carolina messenger, urged the Sunday School 
Board to develop a Bible f o r  preschoolers in another translation more 
understandable than King James for preschoolers. Elder responded that the 
board uses a variety of translations and would continue to search for ways 
t o  make the Bib le  more understandable to all ages of Southern Baptists. 

Requested to explain his own commitment to t h e  B i b l e ,  Elder affirmed 
the role the Bible had in leading him to  a r e l i g i o u s  commitment to  Christ 
and t o  a ministerial vocation. He also maintained tha t  he personally de- 
pends an t h e  Bible "to live each day," and added, "I cannot rely on my o m  
wisdom, I cannot rely an my awn cleverness, bur  upon the wlsdom of the 
scripture. 'I 

He added t h a t  h i s  strong commitment to the B i b l e  could be acted out 
in no better environment that  the Sunday School. Board, an agency COIImZtted  
to God's ward, "the Holy Scriptures." 

By Michael Tutteraw: 7:00 p.m. Tuesday 
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For Release at 6 a.m. Wednesday 

Roundup fo r  Wednesday p.m. 

KANSAS CITY, June 13--A leadkng seminarian challenged Southern Baptlets  here 
Wednesday t o  abandon forced uniformity, po l i t i ca l  coercion and egotistic self 
Interest in favor of autonomaus individualism, spiritual persuasion, and Christ- 
like hmi1,ity. 

In the annual keynote address, Russell H. DiTday Jr., president of Soutb- 
western B a p t i s t  ~heological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, urged the 14-million, 
member denomination t o  remain faithful t o  its heritage. 

"Don't dabble in contsoveraies or exhaust your energies arm-meatling fa 
denominational control. Thia convention is tao valuable to let it become s 
volleyball bounced back and forth across the political net by shrewd game playera, 'I 

Dilday said. 

"Stay dn the higher ground o f  spiritual persuasion , autonomods individualism 
and Chrisg-like hunnili~y where you belong." 

In his plea for more individual autonomy, Dilday chastened those who, determined 
t o  get ahead in denominational life, surrender individualism. 

"They go along with the crowd, accepttng the, canned thinking of the majority. 
Swayed by public  o7inion, and g l i b l y  mouthtng the popular cliches of the party in 
power, they are quick to espouse those causes that are in vogue. They cater t o  the 
p~wexful~' play to t k  gallery and flow with the tide." 

D i l d s y  also criticized those Southern Baptists who refuse t o  let other peraons 
stand alone. 

"Incredible ae i t  sounds, there is emerging in this denomination b u i l t  on the 
pr%nciple of rugged Individualism, an incipient Orwellian mentality, It threatens 
t o  drag us down from the high ground t o  the low lands of suspicion, rumor, criticism, 
innuendoes, guilt by association and the. xeat a£ that demonic family of forced 
uniformity, - 

"I shudder when I see a coterie, of the orthodox watching t o  catch a brother In 
a statement that sounda heritlcal, carelessly categarfzing churches as liberal or 
fundamentalist, unconcerned about the adverse effect t h a t  crit'iicism may have an 
Gad ' e worE; ". . 

Dilday described a godly izzdividualiat as one who with an open mind listens to 
all sides of an issue, prayerfully measures those issues by the Bible, and then 
humbly takes a position and stands courageously by it no matter what others think. 

Amplifying an po l i t i ca l  coercion, Dilday warned against engaging the government 
as an ally. 

"Since you're a major political force today and hold the power t o  influence 
Congress, breech the wall of separation and bend the guarantees of religious 
liberty a little bit so that your faith enjoys cha support of the state, If the 

A .  sword of Federal suEort is o f f e r e d , - g ~ a a p  it and use it. . -. +.--- - 
"But rem~nber, oux Lord said, 'They that live by the sward shall. die by the 

sword ' . " 
--more-- 
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Some day in the future, as so often i q  t h c  past ,  other  political forces 
hostile ta re l ig ious  l i b e r t y  will h o l d  t h e  advantage, Dilday s a i d .  

"They will hold the political clout you have t o d a y ,  and they  may breech t h a t  crack 
t h a t  you so casual ly  made i n  the wall of separation and circumvent t h e  guarantees 
you brazenly bent a l i t t l e  b i t ,  and they may s t e a l  away rhe l i b e r t y  you carelessly 
abused. " 

Dilday s a i d  indiv idual  B a p t i s t s  should be involved as Christian citizens at every 
level of the democratic processes of government but  only to insure that personal freedom 
and justice are maintained, 

"We muat never give up our  h i s t o r i c  concern f o r  rel ig ious  l i b e r t y .  Even when we 
f i n d  ourselves in position of prominence and in league with the powerful, we must not 
f a i l  ta protect the freedam of the  minorities who differ from us.'' 

Turning to the issue of  self interest, Dilday chided Soutberri Baptists who, he 
contended, scramble blatantly for denominational seats. 

"When proud brokers of power manipulate the democratic processes of this conven- 
tion in order to promore themselves, they've s l i p p e d  from the  high ground to the misty 
swamps of selfish ambition and conce i t , "  Dilday contended. 

"Isn't it a shame today when a person becomes the  focus of h i s  own ministry? When 
self-promotian, autocratic leadership s t y l e s  and success goals  become our highest 
priorities? O r  worse, isn't it t r a g i c  when a church begins  to worship i t s  pastor in- 
stead of the  Lord who c a l l e d  him." 

D i l d a y  urged the messengers to reclaim t h e  quality af humility personified by 
Jesus and l ived out by John, the f i r s t  Baptist. 

In a business session, Charles Stanley, pastor of First Baptist Church, Atlanta, 
was e l ec t ed  p r e s i d e n t  of the convention, succeeding Jimmy Draper,  pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Euless, Texas. 

The messengers approved a recard budget of $130 million a f t e r  unsuccessful e f f o r t s  
t o  withhold an allocation f o r  the Baptist Jaint  Committee on publ ic  Affairs on grounds 
of inadequate Southern Baptist trustee representation on the agency's board. 

By Roy Jennings:  7:10 p,m. Tuesday 
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I Committee Reports 

KANSAS CITY, June 12--With one p o s s i b l e  exception, messengers to the 127th South- 
ern Baptiat  Convention Tuesday rejected several attempts to modify the 1984 Comittee' 
on Boards report naming trustees to the denomination's boards, agencies and inati- 
tituians. 

On an afternoon when messengers were inclined to sustain committee recommenda- 
tions, only an efforc to substitute Texas pastor Bruce McIver of Dallas, as a 
member af the SBC Executive Committee in place of Houston appea l s  court judge Paul 
Ptessler was close enough to prompt P e s i d e n t  James T .  Draper Jr. to c a l l  for a 
b a l l o t  vote. Pressler wan by a vote of 5,462 to 4,607. 

During that sesedan messengers approved the remainder of the Committee on 
Boards report, accepted the Comittee on Committees report  naming the 1985 
Committee on Boards, and narrowed contenders for the first vice president t o  a 
two-person runoff between Dallas motivational specialist Zig Ziglar arid- 

' 

Pastor Don Wideman of Kansas City. 

McIver, pastor of Wilshire Baptist Church in Dallas for more than 25 years, 
was nominated for P term on the Executive Comittee by Winfred 0 .  Moore, 
current president of the Baptist General Convention of Texas. 

Moore, pastor of First Baptist Church, h & i l l o ,  Texas, t o l d  messengers 
McIver "is a respected and proven leader af  Texas and Southern Baptists. de 
knows Baptists. He represents the mainstream of Texas Baptists." 

Former Southern Baptist Conventian president Bailey Smith, pastor of-First 
Southern Baptist. Church, Del City,,.Okla., defended the committee's nomination of 
Pressler, a leader in an effort to turn the denomination to  a mare conservative 
atance . 

"Surely this man is not disqualified to serve our denomination because he has 
strong convictions about the very thing that makes Southern Baptists great, and 
that is a great: commitment to the word of God," Smith said .  

Other challenges to the Committee on Boards report were rejected by show-of- 
hands votes. 

In those votes messengers turned down proposals  to  name 0 s  ChrSsman, 'a member 
o f  C l i f f  Temple B a p t i s t  Church, Dallas,instead of  Paul E.  Martin, West Memorial 
Baptist Church, Houston, to  the Foreign Mission; Richard S. Eskew, First: Bapt i s t  
Church, Yadkinville, N.C., instead of Thomas M. Freeman, First B a p t i s t  Church, 
Dunn, N * C . ,  to the Home Mission Board; and Calvin Robertson, Central B a p t i s t  
Church, Knoxville, Tenn., instead of Mrs. David Butler, Sevier Weights B a p t i s t  
Church, Knoxvilla, Tenn., to the board of Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary. 
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In the conteet for first vice president, nominees other than 
Zlglar and Wideman were Russell Bennett, director of missions, tang Run 
Baptist Assaciatfon, Louisville, Ky., and Fred Roach, a layman from 
Richardson Heights Baptist Church, Richardson, Texas. 

Qn the first ballot Ziglar pulled 5,725 votes, Widema 2,530, 
Bennett 2,172 and Roach 1,779. 

By Larry Chesser: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday 
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7 .  Suspected arson forced the evacuation of the Americana Hotel across the street 
from the Roe Bartle Convention Center Saturday, June 9 .  Four women who were 
warking on the convention newsroom staff  were victimized when a thief entered 
their room whi le  they were absent, s t a l e  all the cash in the room and then 
set f i r e  t o  a bed. 

(Photo by Lonnie Wilkey) 

7B. Mrs. Maurice Johnston, president of the Texas Woman's Missionary Union, r ight ,  
and an unidentified companion, flee the smoke and Eire of the Americana fire. 
Many Southern Baptists climbed down more than 20 flights of stairs when the 
building was evacuated. 

(Photo by Lonnie Wilkey) 

7C. The scores of people who had to evacuate the Americana Hotel for mare than 
two hours when an arsanist set fire to a room on the 15th floor were joined 
by hundreds of spectators, many of them Southern Baptists, who waited for 
firemen t o  clear the building.  

(Photo by Lonnie Wilkey) 

10. Woman's Missionary Union members stayed with the tried and true when they 
selected their 1984-85 leadership. Dr. Dorothy Elliott Sample, left, of 
Flint, Mich., was re-elected president and Betty Gilreath, right, of Charlotte, 
North Carolina, was re-elected recording secretary. Above, they pose with 
WMU Executive Director Carolyn Weatherford, of Birmingham, Ala., in  front of 
the auditorium where the 1984 meeting was held. 

(Photo by Van Payne) 

By Craig Bird: 7:55 p.m. 
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FOR DMJD?TATE RELEASE 

DlTWN PRESS CONFERENCE 

M S A S  CITY, June 12--Defeat of a motion t o  bold up the allocation of the 
Baptist  Joint Committee on public Affairs from the $130 million budget of 'th 
S utherp Baptist  Convention was jestingly described here by the agencyt8 
ExecutiQa Director Tuesday night as a "resoundXng vote of confidence." 

James M, Durn of Waahington, executive d&zectar of the Baptist Joint Ccrmittee, 
pointed out in a press >conference that his agency had won the vote by the oam 
52 percent margin as dharles Stanley of Atlanta in wlnning the presidency of the 
14-million member convention. 

Stanley* pastor af First Baptist Church of Atlanta who has atrongly favored 
a prayer amendment to the U.S. Constitution, and ]Durn, who has worked against 
such a prayer amendment, have been at opposite poles of the denomSnation's pol i t ica l  . 
spectrum in recent years. 

Dunrl said it is not surprising in an election year that there have been attacks 
a agabst theBdptiatJointCammittee, b u t w i t  isgratifyittg'lthat theconventlCm 

muatained the. agency's budget "in the face af this extremely ala,bo_r.ata, ,if- ---+ - C I ~ I * & ~ _  - -- T.- 

-- okZGStF&iX-dsiaiiiii6 chat hai'been going oh fox &iitX&i -mil months. 

"Never befare in history," said D u m b  have' we faced such an "agenda (of 
opposition) by, .those who would depart f ram the traditional commitments of Soutkwrn 
Bapt i s t s  t o  the 2irst.Amendment guarantees o f  religious liberty." 

Durn 'c%te;d inubluement in such issues as tuition tax credits, an amba~lsador 
t o  the *n Chtholio Church, a constitutional convention, equal acceae - legislation 
and praposed prayer amendments to the U.S. Constitution, 

Durn avoided questions about >the newly elected SBC 'president, but m i d  h 
"certainly" would work closely with Stanley, He pointed out the Baptist Joint 
Committee Works with the pregidents of nine Baptist national bodies, and he had 
* to  "jump through a political eacape hatch" by not cammenting on the preeident of 
kny of those nine. Baptist  org'anizations. 

He also said he had no knowledge or infarmatian about a matian presented 
ararrXier in the day by Joe Knott, an assistant district attorney £ram Raleigh, N.C., 
who works on the staff of the B a p t i s t  Joint C o d t t e e ' a  chairman* Sam Currin a180 . 
of  Raleigh. 

A ' 

Knottt rs motion would establish a Southern B a p t i s t  "government .affairs" off ice I 

in Washingran. D w n  saZd he was not surprised or worried, but he. was concerned 
about the motion. I t  was referred to the SBC Executive Committee for study. 

A few years ago, nobody hew what the Baptist Joint C d t t e e  was, but now 
it is a highly visible agency in Waahingtop, Dunn sald. 

' 

"I'd rather have the visibility in a lot less painful way ," Dunn quipp d ,  
"but I'm grateful. for strong support front churchee and individuals who feel our 
work is womb continuing." He. refuaed t o  predict what mfght happen in future con- 
ventiona, including Dallas where the SBC meets next year. 

S t i l l ,  many B a p t i s t s  do not understand what the B a p t i s t  Joint C d t t e  on 
Public Affairs i s  and what it does, Dunn said, The a m a l l  staff in Waahington which 
works far nine Baptist bodies in America answers almost 200 canstituency requests 
each week on issues and legislation in Congress and the nation's capitol, Duan said. _ - - - - - __ -_ .- .. -. - - I  

4 -"-mare-- 
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The prlmary focus of the agency is t o  work for religious liberty and separation 
of church and Gtare, dealing with a broad range of issues, he said. The agency 
worked on behalf of the Foreign Mlssion Board t o  save its missionaries $1 million 
a year in double taxation of income bothin the United States and in foreign countries 
where they serve, and helped get assurance from the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) that no missionaries will be used as CIA agents or informants, Dunn added. 

The Christian Life Commiosion of the SBC however, is the agency which deals 
with social and moral issues, he explained. 

"We have plenty t o  do in the churchestate arena" t o  f ight for religious 
liberty in America, Dunn added. 

By Jim Newton: 8:lO p.m. Tuesday 
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RIS: Committee Reports Story which moved at 7:3Q p.m. Tuesday. 

Ninth graph, line 5 ,  it is Calvin Metcalf, not Calvin Robertson. 

Thank you, 

The News  Room 
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Tuesday Night Sessian 

KANSAS' CITY, June 12--several new motions, including one expressing dis- 
apprwal of the ordination of warnen, were intraduced at the Tuesday evening 
aession sf the Southern B a p t i s t  Convention at Bartle Convention Center. 

Four others introduced earlier in the day were referred t o  the SBC Executive 
Carnmittee for action. 

Joe Aulds of Shreveport, La., asked the convention t o  "imediately express 
its disapproval of ordaining wman as pastors and deacons," The proposal w i l l  be 
considered later in the conference. 

In a runoff for first vice president of the 14.1 million member denamination, 
Zig Ziglar, a motivation expert from Dallas, defeated Donald Wideman, a Kansas* 
City minister, 

Messengers also elected arch consenrative Paul Presslar of Houston, a spokes- 
man for the: "inerrancy farces, t o  a posi t ion on the SBC Executive Committee. 

Pressler, the nominee a£ the SBC Committee on Committees, received 5,462 votes 
t o  outlast Bruce McIver, pastor of Wilehire Baptist Church, Dallas* who got 
4,607 votes. 

Messengers soundly voted down a motion that t h i s  year's convention vote an a 
motion to allow messengers to ask for removal of employees from SBC agencies and 
withdraw financial support if action ian't taken in one year. It was referred t o  
the SBC Executive Cammlttea for study. 

Also referred to the Executive Committee was  a motion by Joe Knott, Ral igh, 
N. C. , "to establish a Southern Bapt i s t  presence i n  Washington, D. C. , t o  address 
public and governmental affairs hown as Govermnent Affairs Off ice of the Southern 
B a p t i s t  Convention. I' 

Knatt 's motion involves a change in the GEonvention's constitution and 
will require a vote by the convention two consecutive years, officials  
ruled. 

The committee nlso was asked t o  review a motion by Doug Wiles of 
Lynchburg, Va., t o  instruct: the SBC ~ o u s i n g  Committee t o  arrange for 
messengers t o  stay in homes of local churchmembersand use the money saved 
in a miasions program and another by James Fuller of Stamping Ground, Ky., 
t o  change the bylawa to require a l l  nominations for SBC officers to take 
place on the first day of the convention. 

Also introducing motions Tuesday evening were: 

--David McCall of Weetmoreland Baptist Church, Huntington, W.Va., 
instructing "the Executive Committee not t o  participate in the Conference on 
Gw erament Intervent ion in Religious Affairs . I' 



- 

P a ~ 2 - - T u e s d a y  Night Session 
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--We E. Nix of First Baptist Church, Lindale, Texas, instructing "the 
Foreign Mission Board to review i t s  pol i cy  of rejecting mission volunteers 
because they have teenage children and any other policy that negates the 
leadership of God i n  the lives of Christians who have proved themselves 
faithful i n  a local body and that those policies be amended to reflect the 
historical position of this Convention regarding the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit within the individual lives of baptized believers." 

--Ralph Gardner of Oak Grave Baptist Church, San Jose, Calif., 
fnatrucring "the,Committee on Convention arrangements to seek out five 
cities across our nation that can adequately care for our Convention, 
including convenient parking, suggesting one on the East Coast, one of the 
West Coast, and three somewhere in between and ea rotate it around these 
five cities. , .'I 

--James A. Miller of Park Heights Baptist  Church, San Angelo, Texas, 
1 l that the Convention refer to the appropriate agencies the request that 
Bapt i s t  T e l N e t  (BTN) be provided at no cost to the local churches who purchase 
their own receiving equipment, and i f  necessary, that Cooperative Program 
funds be designated t o  the Sunday School Board for BTN." 

By Orville Scott: 9:20 p.m. Tuesday 
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Wme Mission Board Report 

KANSAS.CITY, June 12--Perbps the greatest single weakness i n  Southern Baptist l i fe  
today is' that "we're not involved i n  personal soul-winning, and we  don't really care," 
William G. Tanner, president of the Southern Bapciat Home Mission Board, told messengers 
to the Southern Baptist Cowentian here Tuesday night. 

Amarica will be evangelized only when t,he 14 million Southern Baptist "seriously 
decide to  get up, get out and get on with it," he s a i d .  

"The salt muat get out of the salt shaker. The yeast: must get into the dough. 
The light muat shine in the darkness,' and we have got t o  quit carrying water t o  the sea 
and start carrying it t o  the desert where people are dying of th irs t  for lack af that 
water of life,'' 

Tamer's remarks came during the hour allotted for the annual report of  th Home 
Mlasion Board. Tanner urged convention goexs t o  take seriously their call to 
evangelism, 

"Why evangelize? Because of the lateness of the hour,'' Tanner said. "World 
aciaitists recently adjusted the doomsday clock ia one minute until midnight. In 
essence, they are saying, 'Given our nuclear capabilities, we, are almost out of time!' 
The technology wwch was deeigned t o  bless  us has turned out t o  be the greatest threat 
to our very existence. Thrust into the hands of this generation i n  the second half of 
the 20th cehtury is potentially more perilous power than ever before entrusted t o  mortal 
men. '' 

The very urgency of the lateness of the hour can hawe a positive outcome If i t  w i l l  
"drive us as Southern B a p t i s t s  to make the sacrifices necessary t o  mobilize our resources 
for the greatest evangelistic outreach ever attempted within our glabal village," 
Tanner said. 

"We cannot seem to get the message out t o  14 mtllion Southexn Bapt i s t s  that there 
are! 94 mlllion people in this country who f o r  practical purposes are dylng without a 
savior. " 

The tasks for the denomination remain the same era they have been thraughaut 
history, he said, 

'We must evangelize whether it is popular ox not. We must evangelize whether 
it f its  the  contemporary mood or not, We must evangelize whether it is di f f i cu l t  or 
aot . But we muet evangelize 1 'I 

The "lostness of  our lend9' also calls Christians t o  get serious about evangelism, 
h said. Evidences of the moral disintegration in society appear i n  every direction.  

"Modern Western culture is rapidly becoming a mixture of paganism and 
Christianity. We have developed a sort of dual personality--a kind of 
quasi-religious schizophrenia, We say 'In God we Trust' and then engrave a 
'Ma first' phi1osoph.f on our hearts. We are no longer concerned with doing what 
&F! right, but doing what is expedient, In the process, we ate los ing our moral 
equilibrium, I' 

- more - 
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Despite all that pessimtsm, there is a ray of hope in the "whole miserable mess," 
Tanner m i d .  Deep down in the hearts of people there is emerging an "unspoken 
hunger far someone or something t o  come t o  our rescue." 

This call is coming from a deep sense of need that has the potential of creating 
unprecedented opportunity for wangelism, he said. 

"The very disillusionment of this hour could constitute the raw materials out 
of whlch would emerge spiritual awakening. There i s  one contingency. We must act 
decisively now. l' 

Also during the Home Misalon Board report, messengers heard the personal 
testimony of A1 Kasha, an Academy Award-winning composer who became a Christian 
recently at age 40. Kasha shared how he has since become involved in the First 
Baptist Church of Van Nuys, Calif., and has seen many of his contemporaries in the 
entertainment industry come to know Christ. 

Laura Fry Allen, national evangelism consultant: with women for the mission 
board, shared how "God is changing the l ives of our women as they get excited 
about what Cod i s  doing in their lives, as they experience spiritual growth, and 
as they then share from the overflow." 

James Morgan, director of the seaman's ministry for the misaion board, told of 
a special ministry to sellmen who often are docked a t  port for only 18 hours, 

11 Whether spoken or unspoken, every seaman experiences laneliness. In min- 
istering t o  International seamen in the name of Jesus Christ, we have changed their 
hurts to hope." 

By Karen Benson: 9:30 p.m. Tuesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

KANSAS CITY, June 12--Two of Southern Baptists' much-hailed babies were dedicated 
here Tuesday night in ceremonies in Bartle Convention Center. 

Baptist Telecdmmunication Network (BTN)s and American Christian Televisian 
System, (ACTS) were introduced in a fast-paced production telecast live over the 
ACTS network. 

Beginning'with the Home Mission Board's report to the convention, messengers 
got a taste of being a studio audience as speakers and applause were cued in between 
video segments of churches influenced by the two Baptist telecwrmunication networks. 

An actor portraying James Marion Frost, founder of the Baptist Sunday Schoal 
Board, told how his vision and that of other Baptists before him were no different 
than that of today's Southern Baptists, 

Citing such pioneers as John Bunyan, William Carey, and Luther Rice, "~rost'' 
reminded Baptists that: their mission today is the same as it always has been-- 
getting the message of Jesus Christ t o  the world. 

Messengers and Baptists linked together through the ACTS network went via 
taped segments to such churches as Immanuel Baptist Church, White Oak, Texas, .where 
the f irst satellite dish t o  receive the networks was set up, and t o  Park Hill Baptist 
Church in Little Rock, Ark., where their new educational building was planned 
to utilize BTN to its greatest potential. 

Church leaders spoke of using BTN t o  train teachers so they could train other 
teachers and to give teachers an idea of how teaching procedures would work in  their  
classes on Sunday mornings. , 

Lloyd Elder, president of the Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville, t o l d  
messengers that "the compelling challenge of the Great Commission is inscribed 
before us tonight. God doesn't expect less today of us than he d i d  of our heros 
of the faith. Even as we attempt great things for God, we should e x p e c t  great 
things Erm God.'' 
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"Many have asked, 'Why BTN?' My reply is  that we must seizethe technology of 
today to do our cammunicating, even as Jesus used word pictures, the parable, the 
symbol, the miracle, in h i s  own effective communication of the truth," Elder ex- 
plained. 

Jimmy Al len ,  president of the Southern Baptist Radio and Television Commission, 
Fort Worth, Texas, told the audience they may be participating i n  the most historic 
moment i n  the history of the Southern Baptist Convention in terms of what it means 
to reach into  a nation, to  touch lives of families, to bring them into new re- 
lationships with God i n  the lacal churches. 

"We are at this  moment fashioning . . . a network (ACTS) to give to you, as 
the churches of Southern Baptist ,  . . . a hybrid system unheard of in American 
telecommunications." 

The network w i l l  provide about 25 percent preaching and teaching, Allen W i d *  
The remaining 75 percent w i l l  be programming "you can trust your E m i l y  to.  11 

Messengers were treated t o  mini-segments of several programs ACTS already hae 
underway, The network began broadcasting May 15 with a 6-hour programing day. 
Tuesday the network jumped to 18 hours, including broadcasting of President J i W y  
Draper's address and most of the evening program. 

Allen predicted the network would reach into all the homes of America in seven 
t o  elght years. 

"There i sn' t  any such thlng as the electronic church," Allen said. "But there 
are churches who can use electronics, and w e  are going t o  be a part of that.'' 

-30- 

By Anita Bowden: 10:40 p.m. Tuesday 
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Bale of Women in Foreign Missions 

Foreign Mission Board background on women's role (from material shared 
wi th  Foreign Mission Board manbers at March 1984 meeting}: 

The board has eight ordained women serving overseas, out of more than 
1,800 women serving at the end of 1983. Three are single women and the 
others serve alongside their husbands. Not one is a pastor. 

President R. Keith Parks said he is aware of one missionary woman who 
has been pressed into a pastoral role due to the lack of other trained 
leaders in her area. She is not ordained, 

The basic stance of the FMB is that ordination is a matter of the 
local church and does not relate directly t o  the E*M)3. 

"We do channel missionaries, both men and women, t o  the churche~ of the 
world. Ordination neither qual i f i e s  nor disqualifies a woman for missionary 
service, " Parks said. 

He explained that by their nature, some cultures limit the amre open 
vork and witness of women, but in many countries they do have extensive 
opportunities for sharing the gospel and ministering to people in many ways. 

11 It is not our intention t o  restrict any of our missionaries from doing 
everyt ihg  pa&sllble t o  share the gospel with every- in. the world," Parks 
said. 

-30- 

By Bob Stanley: 8:40 a.m. Wednesday 
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FOR INMEDIATE RELEASE 

BPRA Award Winning Exhibits 

KANSAS CITY,  June 13--Eight organizations with booth d i sp lays  at the 

Sauthern Bapt is t  Convention won awards for excellence Wednesday in competition 

sponsored by the Southern B a p t i s t  Public Relations Association. 

First place winners were Mississippi College, Category One; Missouri 

Baptist Convention, Category Two; William Jewel1 College, Category Three, 

and Southern I3ap'tist ,Seminaries; Category Four. 

Second place winners were Bapt$s t  World Alliance, Category One.; Seminary 

External Extension Division, Catoogry Two; Annuity Board, Category Three, 

and Church Programs and Services,.Baptist Sunday School Board, Category Four. 

Booths provide information and promotion for persons attending the 

convention. A total of 20 agencies entered the competition. 

Judges for the competitiori were B i l l . K i r k ,  award-winning photographer 

with the Ludwig Company, and two members of the Church of the Nazaxene 

communications office, Leonard Budd and Paul Thornhill. All judges were from 

Kaneas City. 

Categories were determined by cost  of preparing the d i sp lays .  Category 

One was up to $500; Category Two, $501-2500; Category Three, $2501-5000 and 

Category Four, $5001 and up. 

By Oscar lioffmeyer: 9 : 4 0  a.m. Wednesday 
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Roundup for Thursday am 

KANSAS CITY, June 14---Southern Baptists have expanded their m i s -  
sionary efforts to 103 countries, Keith Parks, president of the Richmond- 
based Forefgn Mission Board told messengers here Wednesday night. 

In a report to the 127th annual meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, Parks said his agency is bucking the tide against such 
world trends as nationalism and protectionism. 

The foreign missions agency appointed 350 new mfsslonaries during 
a recent 12-month period, increasing the foreign missionary force to 
3,346.  

At the same time the agency sent another 4,735 volunteers overseas 
for assignments ra-ging from two weeks to two years. 

The :~olunteers came from all walks of Life--plumbers, housewives, 
seminary pr~fessors ,  teachers and more, Parks sa id .  Their activities 
were j u s t  as varied--giving testimonies and vaccinations, building 
churches, singing and teaching people how t o  read. 

Southem Baptists sent missionaries to s i x  countries where they 
had never had work before--The Netherlands Antilles Islands, Fiji 
Islands, Swaziland, Mali, Nepal and Sierra Leone. 

Thc annual.foreign missions report said overseas churches related 
t o  Southern Baptist missiotl work baptized a record 146,149 believers, 
hiking the total membership to 1.7 millfon. 

The numkr: of churches increased from 12,170 to 13,586 and mis- 
sion paints from 14,997 to 16,993.-  

Parks reminded the messengers h i s  agency's primary aims are evange- 
lism and starting churches. 

The way Southern Baptists minister through health care is changing, 
Parks said. While Southern Baptist physicians, nurses and dentists 
treated 144,469 Znpatients and almost 1.3 million outpatients, more 
were through public  health programs and mobile cl in ics  instead of the 
traditional hospitals and permanent cl inics.  

The messengers also received an annual Stewardship Commission report: 
which put ecdoment and capital giving assistance to churches for a 
15-year period at $270 million. Last year the  agency helped 104 
Southern B a p t i s t  churches raise $41,250,463. 

-30- 
By Roy Jennings: 30:30 a.m.--Wednesday 



EDITOR'S PLEASE NOTE------ The latest  BP Photography can accept f i l m  from you 

far  processing and proofing or for making prints from 

your Eilm>is 8 p.m. Wednesday. 

Thanks, 

Craig Bird 



28, Jimmy Jackson, pastor of Whitesburg Baptist Church in Huntsville, Ala., and 
a member of the SBC Executive Committee spoke in favor of an amendment: to 
the SBC budget offered by a fellow Executive Committee member, Ed Drakep a 
layman fram First Baptist Church, Dallas, which would have stripped funding 
from the Baptist Joint Committee of Public Affairs. Messengers rejected 
the amendment and approved the budget as presented by the Executive Committ e 
of $130 million. 

(Photo by Van Payne) 

19. The opportunity to meet and visit with foreign and home missionaries 
always attract crowds at the SBC meeting. Above, Southern Baptist l lne  
up to talk with missionaries who ate home on furlough from their overseas 
assignments with the Foreign Mission Board. 

(Photo by Craig Bird) 

36. The democratic process of the Southern Baptist Convention revolves around 
debate of issues at the annual meeting. Above, other messengers wait in . 
line behind Hugh Wamble of Kansas City during debate over the 1984-85 
Cooperative Program budget of $130 mil l ion.  

(Photo by David Flaywood) 

23. Registration for the 1984 SBC meeting in Kansas City involved lengthy lines 
and thousands of pieces of paper. Above Carol Bowers of Quincy, Ma., uses 
the back of husband Bill to complete her messenger registration card. 

(Photo by David Haywood) 

23B. The length of registration lines was matched only by the speed and organ- 
ization with which the registration workers handled the process. 

(Photo by Mark Sandlin) 

23C. When the doars to the registration room opened Tuesday morning, messengers 
had already had opportunities on Sunday afternoon and all day Monday to 
get their voter packets. But the crowds overflowed the hallway and all 
across the foyer of Bartle Hall when Lee Porter, with upraised hand, 
registration secretary for the conventian, opened the ddore and tried to 
instruct messengers on the quickest way to complete the process. 

(Photo by Mark Sandlin) 



8. The 1984-85 officers of the Association of Southern Baptist Campus Ministers 

are, from left: William Neal of the Gsorgia Student Department, Atlanta, 

administration vice president; John Tadlock of Clemson University, Clemson 

S.  C . ,  president; Frank Cofer of student ministries work in the metropoliton 

Chicago area, president-elect and Jim Morrison of Southwestern Oklahoma State 

University, Weatherford, membership vice president. Not pictured were Steven 

Holloway, vice president for publications and Wil McCall, vice president for 

programs. (Photo by Lonnie Wilkey) 

22 .  The 1984-85 offlcers of the Conference of Southern Baptist Evangelists are, 

from left: Jim McNiel, S t .  Louis, Mo., assistant music director; Jackson Cox,  

Milledgeville, Ga., music director for the 1985 conference; Rick Ingel, Denton, 

Texas, vice president; Mike Gilchrist, Shreveport, La., president, Larry Taylor, 

San Antonio, Texas, secretary-treasurer and Sam Cathey, Hot Springs, Ark., 

parliamentarian, Not pictured: Jerry Passmore, pastor of Olive Baptist Church, 

Pensacola, Fla., pastor advisor. (Photo by Lonnie Wilkey) 



20. Preachers from four states were elected as officers by the 1984 ~astoxs' 
Conference, from left: Robert Tenery, Morganton, N . C . ,  vice-president; 
0,s .  Hawkins, Port Lauderdale, Fla., president; Calvin Miller, Omaha, Neb.; 
secretary; and Tom Melzoni Sr., Dayton, Ohio, treasurer. 

(Photo by David Haywood) 

26.  Lewis Drurmaand, Billy Graham Professor of Evangelism at Southern Baptist 
Theolagtcal Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, gave a series of interpretations 
of the 1984 SBC theme "If my people  ... I will.. . I t  

(Photo by Warren Johnson) 

25. Rheubin L. SouCh, executive director of the Missouri Baptist Convention, 
welcomed more than 20,000 Southern Baptists t o  Kansas City and the 1984 
meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

(Photo by Warren Johnson) 

29.  James T. Draper fr., pastor of First Baptist Church in Euless, Texas, 
concluded t w o  years as president of the 14 million member Southern Baptilst 
Convention at Kansas City. His presidential address challenged the 
denomination to cake seriously Christ's mandate to share the gospel with a l l  
people. 

(Photo by David Haywood) 

30. James T. Draper Jr, , outgoing president of the SBCz showed leadership away 
from the convention platform, too. Immediately after delivering his second 
presidential address, he met with Harold C. Bennett, standing, executive 
secretary-treasurer of the SBC Executive Committee, to sign a peraonal 
pledge card for Planned Growth In Giving, Planned Growth In Giving is a 
new denominational emphasis t o  lead individual Southern B a p t i s t s t 0  increase: 
their g i f t s  to their local churches in a percentage basis over the next 
15 years, for churches to' increase contributions t o  associatianal and state 
convention causes and for state conventions t o  up their percentage g i f t s  
to national SBC programs. 

(Photo by David Haywood) 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Early Wednesday Morning Session 

KANSAS CITY, Mo.--Challenged by questions from Southern B a p t i s t  
Convention messengers regarding his personal beliefs about scripture, 
Roy L. Honeycutt, president of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Wednesday, offered a theological view far the role of scripture in 
Southern Baptist life. 

Honeycutt, the eighth president of the 125-year-old seminary at 
Louisville, Ky., refused to define the scripture i n  terms of errancy 
or inerrancy, asserting, "scripture is never errant." 

The battle f o r  the Bible in Southern Baptist life during the past 
several years has encouraged questions by conservatives as t o  whether 
colleges and seminaries are reaching that the Bible is completely with- 
out errar . 

Noneycutc stated he wished to move away "from those terms which 
have about: them an impossible trap," and explained "there is no question 
about the bibl ica l  a£ f irmation of biblical authority." 

"I affirm everything that the Bible affirms about Izself," insisted 
Honeycutt. "There is no question about inspiration. A11 scripture is 
inspired of God. '' 

But, he added, "Scripture must be interpreted by the same spirit 
that inspired scripture." 

Honeycutt, 5 7 ,  maintained "I have spent all my life committed to 
biblical authority," noting that he grew up in a family that gtressed 
the importance of the Bible .  That cammitment has shaped his l i f e  and 
career, Honeycutt said. 

When asked whether the viewpofnt o f  b i b l i c a l  infallibility was 
equally represented in seminary classrooms, Honeycutt assured messen- 
gers that the seminary had not undermined the authority of the scrip- 
ture. 

 he authority of the word of God in scripture and the authority 
of the living word, Jesus Christ, is the only authority that Baptists 
know," Honeycutt affirmed, 

Following Honeycutt ' s response, James T. Draper Jr., pastor of 
First Baptlst Church, Euless. Tex*, and outgoing p r e s i d e n t  of the 14.1 
million member Southern Baptist Convention, stared that questions for 
agency heads should address issues of the inst i tut ion and not personal 
beliefs of the individuals. Messengers affirmed Honeycutt with a 
standing ovation. 
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,+- Page Two-Early Wednesday Morning Session 

Questions came on the heels of Honeycutt's annual report t o  the 
convention. He told messengers that the seminary, celebrating its 
125th anniversary this year, has grown from a handful of students 
and professors t o  more than 3,200 students and faculry committed to 
preparing Southern B a p t i s t s  for missions and evangelism. 

Honeycurt and a group of students fram the school presented a 
scroll of signatures of students expressing thanks that Southern 
B a p t i s t s  had the foresight to  establish a school for theological 
training for both men and women. 

In ather actions, messengers cast their  ballots far one of f ive 
candidates nominated to serve as second vice president of the SBC. 

Nominees, a l l  men, included three pastors and two laymen. They 
were Harold Friend, businessman from Phoenix, Ariz.; T. L. McSwain, 
pastor of Hurstrnan Baptist Church i n  Louisville, Ky.; Donald Wideman, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, North Kansas City, Mo.; Jerry Sheridan, 
a businessman from Kansas City; and John Click ,  pastor of Emmanuel 
Baptist Church, Wichita, Kan. 

By Michael Tutterow: 10:55 a.m. Wednesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RE#@WS 

Report of F i n a l  Executive Committee 

KANSAS CITY,  June 13--With the  exceptiun of the proposed s i te  for the 1991 
annual meeting, messengers to t h e  Sou thern  Baptist Convention moved routinely Wed- 
nesday through minor business matters brought  by the  denomination's Executive 
Committee. 

Messengers attending the SBC meeting at the Bartle Convention Center voted to . 
send back to their Executive Conunittee a recommendation that the convention meet in 
Atlanta June 4 - 6 ,  1991. 

Several messengers objected to t h e  c s r j y  June dates f o r  t h e  1991 meeting, poinr- 
ing out  that many school systems w i l l  s t i l l  be in sess ion ,  c rea t ing  conflicts for 
persons involved in education, 

Other sites and dates fo r  future weetings,  however, were approved. The comen- 
riwn will meet in Izldianap~lis  in 1992, Atlanta in 1995 and New Orleans in 1996. 

Messengers also approved bylaw changes t h a t  will require namea of persons 
appointed to the SBC Camxiittee on Committees and the Committee an Resolutions t o  be 
released to Baptist Prees no later than  45 days prior to t h e  SBC's annual meeting. 

The recommendation on resolutions a l so  atded a requirement t h a t  propased reso- 
lutions be submitted by registered messengers before the beginning of the evening 
session of t h e  first day of the  convention's annual meeting, 

Tn ather actions, firessengers approvr?d a program statement f o r  the Sunday School 
Board's new Halman Biblc Division to r e f l ec t  tile board's expansion into Bible and 
scripture distribution and adapted a resolution honoring retired Sunday School Board 
president Grady C. Cothen. Gothen was one of three candidates nominated Tuesday fox 
SBC president--an e l e c t i o n  won by Atlanta pas to r  Charles Stanley. 

- 39- 

By David Wilkinsan, 12:10 p.m. Wednesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

National Jerry Clovser Award Iqlinn~r 

KANSAS CITI ' ,  June 13- John Phillips. an 18-year-old May graduate 
of Mineola High School In Mineola, Tcx. and a member of the Jerry A. 
Clower Royal Ambassador Chapter a: the Mineola First Baptist Church, 
was acclaimed Wednesday as the  first Elational Jerry Clower Award win- 
ner in the Royal Massador Missions Speal-.-Out Contest. 

Jerry A. Clowes J's a Southern B a p t i s t  missionary to Taiwan end 
is not related to thc country comedian who lends his name to the 
Speak-Out; competition. 

Purpose af the Royal hbaasadar Missions Speak-Out is t o  encourage 
Pianeer Royal Ambassadar~ in grades 10-12 t o  speak out publicly for 
miss iona . 

Clower, nationally :.cclairnad humorist, star of the Grand Old 
Opry and a 1Bapt:hst: layman,  aid he joiried forces with the Royal Ambas- 
sador Speak-Out program "LO help young men become a l l  that God wants 
them to be, If my encourage~ent and help will guide one boy or one 
young man in the rZght ( 3 t ec t i on ,  then 1'11 give it my best." 

One of P l ~ i l l i p s '  pzlzes was an expense paid trXp t o  the Sauthern 
~ a ~ t i s t  Convention where he delivered hS.s winning speech Wednesday 
before 400 persons at the Brotherhood breakfast at the Howard Johnson 
Central b t e l .  

In h i s  speech, Phillips stressed that Christians should ba 
I I open to the apportusities &d gives us t o  minister: to others dai ly ."  

He said that as he prepares far col lege  he now realizes "that an 
Ambassador for Christ doen nat  have to be t h e  foreign missionary, the 
home missionary, the preactar or the church staff member, but an 
Ambassador for Christ is the  persou who lets Chrirt shine thraugh him," 
After regaling t he  audience with several, typical  Clower atories and 
declaring himself an optimiut in h i s  faith in a world of pessimism, 
Clower proclaimed t h a t  "John Phillips is the star of t h i s  show this 
morning, " 

Clower then presented the first NaLfonal Royal Ambassador 
Missions Speak-Out winner9s trophy to PEaillips who was sporting a 
handsome, new Royal Ambassador blazes ,  another of h i s  prizes .  

P h i l l i p s  also was  awarded an expense paid  t r i p  t o  Nashville 
where he w i l l  be  lower's gucsr at the  Grand Ole Opry and a $500 
scholarship, funded by Brotherhood Commissiox~ trustees. Phillips 
will use the scholarship ut Stephen F. Austin University in Nacogdaches, 
Tex. to prepare fo r  :I carcor as an a th le t i c  trainer. 
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CANADA ISSUE 

KANSAS CITY, June 13--Messengers to the Southern Bapt i s t  Convention elected Wednesday 
not to amend the SBC Constitution to inc lude  Canada i n  the geographical area encompassed 
by the convention, 

They affirmed a report brought by a 21-member study committee which proposed that the 
constitution not be altered, but that Southern Baptists renew efforts to help  evangelize 
Canada. 

The study committee's report had precipitated extensive discussion within the denamina- 
tion as SBC leaders addressed the pros and cons and potential ramifications of moving for  
the f i r s t  time to include a foreign country within the SBC. 

In h i s  summary of the reparr'a conclusions, study committee, chairman Fred E. Roach of 
Dallas, Texas, explained that the committee dec ided  a change in the constitution would 
alter the  basic nature of the SBC, moving i t  from a national to an interaatlonal convention. 

Raach added that Foreign Mission Board president Keith Parks and others had argued 
persuasively that such action "would jeopardize our work and ministry in fore ign countries. I I 

' 

Southern B a p t i s t  foreign mission strategy now is to help build indigenous, national 
churches, Roach said, pointing out that i f  the  SBC becomes an in te rna t iona l  body, foreign 
missions would be intexpreted by many persons t o  be efforts t o  incorporate churches in 
other countries inco the SBC. 

D e s p i t e  a n t i c i p a t e d  opposition, the report was debated only b r i e f l y  on the floor of the 
canventioa before messengers overwhelmingly voted their support.  

I n  an effort to respond t o  the needs of Bapt i s t s  in Canada, the report recornended 
formation of an SBC Canada Planning Group, consist ing of executives and other designated 
representatives from the  Home Mission Board, Foreign Mission Board, Sunday School Board 
and t h e  Radio and Television Commission to h e l p  "dwelop an aggressive evangelistic 
strategy u t i l i z i n g  Southern Baptist leadership and resources." 

+ The group was requested to report annually for at least t h e  10 years tn  t he  SBC abaut 
the growth and development of work in Canada. 

-30- 

By David Wilkinson: 12: 50 p.m. Wednesday 
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FOR IMMEPIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday Morning Agency Reports 

KANSAS CI'TY, June 13--Messengers t o  the. 127th annual Southern B a p t i s t  Conven- 
tion received progress reports from the denomination's Annuity Board and two of 
its six seminaries. 

After highlfghting his agency's emphasis dur ing  the previous year, Annuity 
Board President Darold H. Morgan of Dallas updated messengers an pending and pos- 
s i b l e  future l eg i s l a t i on  impacting ministers and churches, 

Morgan told messengers a House-Senate conference committee w a s  meeting t h i s  
week to determine the fate of a section in the Senate's version of a tax bill which 
would put of f  until Jan. 1, 1986 the implementation of a 1983 Internal Revenue 
Service revenue r u l i n g  which would disallow ministers a tax  deduction on property 
tax and mortgage inrerest to the extent these expenses are attributable to a rax- 
exempt housing allowance. 

The 1983 r u l i n g  represented a reversal of a 20-year IRS pol icy .  Morgan t o l d  
messengers he and t he  Annuity Board were simply asking far "fairness" that would 
give Ifour preachers time enough t o  move i n t o  that very difficult problem that IRS 
u n i l a t e r a l l y  bas determined ought to end a t  t he  end of t h i s  year." 

Morgan expressel beep appreciation to Senators Robert Dole, R-Ran., Jesse 
H e l m s ,  R-N. C., Pqhn Warner, R-Va., and Lloyd Bentsen, B-Texas who "carried the 
leadership in the Senate" on the amc:ndrn~rlt to delay implement at ion. 

"I need to say once again that our B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Cornittee has been of 
inestfmateble help  in opening doors  wherein same of these avenues of expressing 
the concern tha t  we have come about ,"  

The pension board leader f u r t h e r  told messengers about the possibility of a 
new tax code "laomlng on the horizong'  and p u t  them "on n o t i c e  t h a t  there i s  a 
bureaucracy up there tha t  w i l l  do everything it can to eliminate the charitable 
contributions ta churches and o t h e r  such agencies, 1 t 

In a report for SoutEzwestern Baptist  Theological Seminary, president Russell H. 
Dilday Jr. underscored the Fort Worth, Texas, school's record enrollment for the 
previous year and used an audio-visual presentation t o  let messengers hear from 
Southwestern students an t h e  importance of t h e i r  seminary experience. 

A t  tne close  o f  h i s  repor t ,  Dilday presented Dr. and Mrs. Robert E.  Naylor 
a plaque honoring t h e i r  50 years of unbroken attendance at: Southern Baptist Con- 
ventions, Dr. Naylar is  a re t i red  Scutkw~stern B a p t i s t  Theologica l  SGminary . 

president.  

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary p re s iden t  Landrum P. Leavell I1 also 
pointed to a record enralltnent. 



\ * - -  
Page 2--Wednesday Morning Agency Reports 

"Our goal at New Orleans Seminary is really quite slrmple," Leave11 said. 
"We're there to tra5n God-called men and wanen to be obl5vious to the cacophany 

'around u a , t o  ignore a l l  the distractions and get about the job of winning our 
world t o  Jesus Christ. " 

In an earlier action, messengers selected Charles Fuller, pastor of First 
Baptist  Church, Roanoke, Va,, t o  preach the 1985 convention sermon. Grady 
Wilson, First Baptist Church, Charlotte, N . C . ,  was selected as alternate. 

By Larry Chesser: 1:00 p.m. Wedriesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

KANSAS CITY, June 13--Comedian Jerry Clower headed a battery of speakers 
who used Inmoz and testimonies Wedtiesday t o  challenge 400 persons at the annual 
Brotherhoci breakfast at the Howard Johnson Central Motel. 

The breakrant sponsored by the Brotherhood Commfsaion of Memphis waa one of 
a series of specialized groups conducted while here for the three-day 
Southern Gapt is t  Convention. 

Clawer, who described himself as an optimist in a world of pessimism, 
said it disturbed him that  "some fo lks  talking the loudest about Bold Mission 
Thrust (dcncminatioaal goal to share the gospel with the world by the year 2000) 
are giving the iezst to the Cooperative Program. 

Otht?~ ,, . ' -- 4 - p l t 3 r l p . l  Gregory Brockman of L i t t l e t o n ,  Colo, , Marion Bridge@ 
of Plano, Texas, and Soh3 Phillips of Mineala, Texas. 

Br~c:~,-asn, '_'rothe---od Comissicn trustee and member of Ken Caryl Baptist 
Church in Lbttlcton, tcld o: h i s  par t i c ipa t ion  in the Living Water project in 
South Brrzt l  r s  n volunteer ~ ~ i s a i o ~ s  worker. 

He dc: dzr - i !+-d  how bhuthern and Brazilian Baptists are working together to 
provide I ~ n d  LO paor Brazilian families and teaching them t o  irrigate and grow 
vegetables on it to make the familtes self sustaining. Brockman said th is  program 
helps people  nsl  i a l iv ing  and retain tkiz dign i ty .  

Broclma~ ccncluded h i s  testimany by challenging the group t o  look for  ways t o  
get invoP;ed s3d assured the audisnce that  opportunities will be found if they 
are saughr.. 

EZ~rir*.a P?. i , J  ,ss, a deacon and Zwyal Anbassador leader a t  Plano First Baptist 
Church, :-&!at n i  hov h,s work with  Royal babassadors became h i s  "family's avenue 
t o  go farwc-rd in Christ's nase." 

11 i 4 i s s i o + ~ s  has been a large part of my childrenrs lives, primarily because of 
my work ~ i t h  Royal Aml3assadors. Bath my sons were active in the program and my 
daughter scrvcd a6 a summer missionary. 

I *  ! I m n l s n  ?leaned to say," Bridges csntinued, "that after 10 years of working 
with high ~chnol age Royal bmbassadors, a l l  of them are Christians, 20 percent 
of them arc involved in a full t S n ~  Christian +ocation and 95 percent a£ them are 
actively 1:urkiy; in their  churches as deacons, Sunday School teachers, Church 
Trainlng lea5erc and, of course, Royal h'~assadar counselars." 

Phillips, zn 18-year-old Royal. Arsrbassadcr, delivered a speech which won 
a nation21 speakers contest Ear IlZm. 

By Jack Chil;Is: 1:30 p.m. Wednesday. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Southern Seminary Alumni Luncheon 

KANSAS CITY, June 13--More than 1,100 alumni of The Southern Baptist Theologi- 
cal Seminary at Louiaville, Ky., celebrated the school's 125th anniversary a t  a 
luncheon here Wednesday and heaxd reports on the year's events from President Ray L. 
Honeycutt. 

Southern, oldest of the six Southern Baptist Convention seminaries, was 
founded in.1859 in Greenville, S.C.', and has been located in Louisville since 1877. 
It currently has 3,500 students and 15,000 alumni. 

In h i s  report to the alumni, Honeycutt noted several significant achievements 
of the anniversary year, including the addition of 13 new profeesors, a 12 percent 
increase in enrollment, construction of an addZtion to the School of Church Music 
building, founding of the Carver School of Church Social Work, and the beginning of 
a program t o  build a $12.2 million student family life center on the campus. 

Honeycutt also told the alumni of new developments in the seminary's Center 
for Chrierian Preaching, Center for Christian Family Ministry, and Tehecommunica- 
t ions and Msse Media Center, all of which recorded major growth during the year. 

Four graduates ware honored ae alumni of the year for 1984. They were 
Hayt Blackwell, emeritus president of Nare Hill College in North Carolina; Paul A. 
Meige, former secretary of evangelism for Florida Baptists; Robert L. Lindsay, 
veteran missionary t o  Israel; and H, Franklin Paschall, former pastor of Ftrst 
Baptist Church, Nashville, Tenn. 

Peter Rhea Jones, pastor of First Baptist Church, Decatur, Ga., ended his 
t m as national alumni president and was succeeded by Alton H, McEachern, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Greensboro, N.C. The alumni chose Bob R. Agee, president 
of Oklahoma Baptist University. Shames, t o  succeed McEachern as national alumni 
president in 1986. 1 

By Pat Patillo: 2 p.m. Wednesday 
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Wednesday AM Sermon and Business 

KANSAS CITY, June 13--The president of Southern Baptists' largest seminary 
del ivered  a etinging rebuke Wednesday morning to "shrewd brokers of power" whom he 
accused of manipulating "the democratic processes of this convention in order to 
promote themselves. " 

Russell H. Dilday J F . ,  president of the 5,000-student Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, called on more than 16,000 messengers a t  
the annual Southern Baptist Convention t o  stay on the heights of God's "higher 
ground. 'I 

"Be faithful to your hietcrric heritage," he exhorted. "~on't dabble in contxo- 
versies, don't exhaust your energies arm-wrestling for denominational control. This 
denomination is too valuable to let it become a volleyball bounced back and forth 
across the political net by shrewd game players." 

Messengers, who had interrupted h i s  convention sermon s i x  times with applaue , 
gave Dilday 40 secands of standing applause as he concluded h i s  message i n  Bartle 
Convention Ceneer. 

Flarlier in his sermon he had urged the 14.1-million-member denomination to leave 
the "misty flats" of "suspicion, rumor, critici-m, innuendoes, guilt by association 
and the entire demonic family of forced uniformity." 

Dilday said he shudders "when Z see a coterie of the  orthodox watching t o  
catch a btother i n  a statement that sounds heretical, carelessly categasizing 
churches as liberal or fundamentalist, unmindful of the effect that criticism m y  
have on.Godls work." He said such actions are reminiscent of the omnipresent 
"Big Brother" of George Orwell' s best-selling book "1984. " 

'I I wonder what Jesus would think i f  he were here today, the one wha 
rebuked James and John for their egotistic self-interest?" Dilday asked, referring t 

t o  the incident i n  Matthew 20 when the disciples' mother asked special kingdom 
positions for her eons. 

''What would he think i n  th i s  convention as he watched our blatant scramble 
for denominational chief seats today. o on' t we sound like the Sons of Thunder 
(the nicknames for James and John)? 'We've been left out. '  'It's our turn t o  
b elected.' 'put us on the boards and csmlt tees,  give us the positions.' 

''1 say t h i s  brokenheartedly but I say it plainly: When shrewd brokers of 
power manipulate the democratic processes of th i s  convention in  order to promote 
themselves, they've slipped from God's high ground t o  the barren plains of 
s lfish ambition and conceit . I '  

Dilday noted that Baptists have always upheld individual autonomy, or the 
"priesthood of the believer." But he said that today "there are some among us 
who, fearful of standing a lone ,  and determined to get ahead in denominational 
life, surrender that sacred privilege of individualism. " 

These persons, he said, play to the gallery and flow with the t i d e .  
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"HOW much better," he said, "to be a Godly individualist who with open mind 
listens t o  all sides of an issue, prayerfully measures those issues by the Word 
of God, and then humbly takes a position and stands courageously by it no matter 
what: others think, " 

Dilday also warned against thoee who would breach the historic Baptist 
principle of separation of church and state.  

"Call on Big Brother in Washington to help you witness and worship, a d  Big 
Brother's going t o  tr iv ia l ize  your Lord, reducing his sacred birth t o  nothing more 
than a folk festival and giving Bethlehem's manger no more significance than Santa's 
s le igh  or Rudolph's red nose," he warned. 

Some day in the future, he added, other political forces hostile to religious 
liberty will have "the political clout you have today, and they may breach that crack 
you so casually made in the wall of separation, and circumvent the guarantees you 
brazenly bent a l i t t l e  b i t ,  and they may steal away the liberty you carelessly abused." 

In an earlier business session, the messengers elected Donald Wideman, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, North Kansas City,  Mo., as their second vice president. He 
defeated John' Click, past0.r of Emmanuel Baptist Church, Wichita, Kansas, 7,467  t o  2,902. 

Martin Bradley of Nashville, Tenn., was elected recording secretary for a nineth 
term with a 7,357 t o  3,061 victory over challenger Pamela Adamaan on Atlanta. 

Lea Porter of Nashville, Tenn., won an eighth one-year term as registration 
secretary without opposition. 

By Bob Stanley: 2:30 p.m. Wednesday 



News Room 
. southern Baptist Convention 

June 12-14, 1984 
Room 209 East 

Bartle Convention Center 
Kansas City, Missouri 

(816) 346-0624 

Wilmer C. Fields 
SBC Press Representative 

Dan Martin 
News Room Manager 

Craig Bird 
Photo and Features Manager 

News 
FOR IMHFBIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday Morning Agency Reports 

KANSAS C I T Y ,  June 13--Messengers to the 127th annual Southern B a p t i s t  Conven- 
t i o n  received progress reports from the denomination's Annuity Board and two of 
its six seminaries. 

After highlighting his agency's euphasis during the previous year, Annuity 
Board President Darold H. Morgan of Dallas updated messengers on pending and pos- 
s i b l e  future legislation impacting ministers and churches.  

Morgan told messengers a Hause-Senate conference camittee was meeting this 
week to determine the face of a sec t ion  in the Senate's version a£ a tax b i l l  which 
would put o f f  until Jan. 1, 1986 the implementation of a 1983 In te rna l  Revenue 
Service revenue ruling which would disallow ministers a tax deduction on property 
tax and mortgage interest to the extent these expenses are attributable to a tax- 
exempt housing allowance. 

The 1983 ruling represented a reversal of a 20-year IRS policy. Morgan told 
messengers he and the Annuity Board were simply asking for  "fairness1' that would 
give "our preachers time enough t o  move into that very d i f f i c u l t  problem that Q S  
unilaterally has determined ought t o  end at the  end of t h i s  year. I 1  

Morgan expressed deep appreciation to Senators Robert Dole, R-Kan., Jesse 
H e l m s ,  R-N.C., Jqbn Warner, R-Va, , and Lloyd Bentssn, D-Texas who "carried the 
leadersnip in the Senate" an the  amendment to d e l a y  implementation. 

I) I need to say once again that our Baptist Joint Commirtee has been of 
inestimateble h e l p  in opening doors wherein some o f  these avenues of expressing 
the concern that we have come about,*'' 

The pension board leader further told messengers about the p o s s i b i l i t y  of  a 
new tax code "looming on t h e  horizon" and put them '"on notice that there is a 
bureaucracy up there that will do everything it can t o  ellrnfnate the charitable 
contributions to churches and o t h e r  such agencies. I t  

In a r epor t  f o r  Southwestern Bapt is t  Theological Seminary, President Russell H. 
Dilday Jr. underscored the For t  Worth, Texas, school's record enrollment for tba 
previous gear and used an audio-visual presentation t o  l e t  messengers hear from 
Southwestern students on t h e  importance of  their seminary experience, 

A t  t he  c lose  of his repor t ,  nilday presented Dr. and Mrs. Robert E .  Naylar 
a plaque harlaring the i r  50 years of unbroken attendance at Southern B a p t i s t  Con- 
ventions, Dr. Naylor is a retired Southwestern B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary , 

president.  

New Orleans B a p t i s t  Theological Seminary pres iden t  Landrum I?. Leave11 11 also 
pointed t o  a record enrollment. 
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It Our goal at: New Orleans Seminary is really quite simple," Leavell said. 
"We're there t o  train God-called men and women to be oblivious t o  the cocophany 
'around u s , t o  ignore a l l  the distractions and get about the job of winning our 
world t o  Jesus Christ. " 

In an earlie.: action, mesaengers'seJ~cted Charles Fuller, pastor of First 
Baptist.Church, Roanoke, Va., t o  preach the 1985 convention sermon. Gredy 
Wilson, First Baptist Church, Charlotte, N . C . .  was selected as alternate. 

By Larry Cheasex: 1: 00 p.m. Wedriesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Southeastern Seminary Luncheon 

KANSAS CITY, June 13--More than 325 alumni and friends of Southeastern Baptist Theologi- 
cal Seminary, Wake Fore'st, N .  C , ,  gathered here Wednesday for their  annual meeting during 
the Southern B a p t i s t  Convention. 

Led by William S e l f ,  national alumni president and pastor, Wefuca Road Baptist Church, 
Atlanta, the group recognized W. Randall Lolley's 10th anniversary as president of the 
34-year-old seminary, An adopted resolution lauded Lolley for h f s  scholarship, integrity 
and character, 

In his report to the group, Lolley reviewed activities at the. seminary for the past 
year, as well as announcing a 1985 introduction of a new curriculum, participation in an 
archeological consortium, and plans t o  join with ACTS-East in Greenville, N e C o  when that 
station i s  operational. 

Lolly also reported that in the p a s t  two years, 640 students had been granted diplomas, 
the same number of students enrolled at  the beginning 65 his tenure i n  1974. 

Officers elected by the national alumni association for 1984-85 are Marion Lark '61, 
Henderson, N .  C . ,  president; Earl Crumpler '61,  Greemille, S. C , ,  president-elect; 
Dale Chambliss '80, F t .  h p o s i t ,  Ala., secretary; and Jimmy Edwards, Nashville, Tenn., 
director. 

Rod Byard 4:35 p.m. Wednesday ' 



News Room 
Southern Baptist Convention 

June 12-14, 1984 
Room 209 East 

Hartle ConvenMn Center 
Kansas City, Missouri 

(816) 346-0624 - C. Fields 
ssc Press R e p r e e v e  

Ikmm 
News Room Manager 

CraieBlrd 
Photo and Features ~anager 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

SOUTHWESTERN SEMINARY LUNCHEON 

KANSAS CITY, June 13--Ralph Langley, pastor of the First Baptist Church* 
Huntsville, Ala., was elected president of Southwestern Baptist Theological 
seminary's national alumni association Wednesday during the association's 
annual luncheon. 

Ernest El Mosley, executive director of the Illinois Baptist State Association, 
Springfield, was named presidenf-elect, and John Earl Seelig, vlce president 
for public affaira at the seminary, was re-elected secretary/treasurer. 

S i x  distingufshed alumni were honored during the luncheon, held in conjunction 
with the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Honored were Keaaeth L. Chafin, pastor, South Main Baptist Church, Roueton, 
and bewly-elected professor of preaching a t  Southern B a p t i s t  Theological 
Seminary; Flay Williams Ferguaon, Amarillo, Texas, wife of the seminary's 
fourth president, J. Howard Williams; C. Bruce McIver, pastor, Wilshire B a p t i s t  
Church, Dallas; Guy D. Newman, administrative consultant, Baylor University, 
Waco, Texas, and retired president of Howard Payne University, Brownwood, T xas; 
Chester ~'Briea, Jr., executive director. Baptist Convention of New Mexico. 
Albuquerque; and C.E. Wilbanks, retired pastor and denaminatimal worker, 
La8 Vegas, Nev. 

J.D. Grey, retired pastor, First Baptist Church, New Orleans, led in the 
launching of the new Golden Legacy Club for persons who attended Southwestern 
50 years or more ago. 

"We owe something to  the 'mother' who gave us our credentials," Grey said, 
"You are obligated t o  those who d i d  not sound an uncertain note i n  making i t  
c lear  where they and the seminary etood, 

"This ie the kind of legacy'wa have," he said. 

Seminary President Russell H. Dilday, J r . ,  told the more than 1,000 alumni 
at the luncheon that Southern. Baptists, "in the midst  of all we are doing 
positively and a l l  the controversy surrounding our convention, may be missing 
the moat positive ,mrk.,.the health and prosperity of the s ix  Southern Baptist 
seminaries. " 

By Philip Paola: 5:10 p.m. Wednesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RJEEASE 

MIDWESTERN ALWI 

KANSAS CITY, June 13--Alumni of Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
installed a former foreign missionary as president, named a home missionary 
president-elect and honored three other alumni Wednesday during their annual 
meeting. 

More than 800 persons attended the meeting, an outdoor barbecue picnic held 
on the seminary campue here. Representatives for each of the 26 graduating classes 
hosted returning alumni. 

Ebbert L. Perry, director of missions, Clay-Platte Baptist Association, Kaasao 
City, was ine.talled as national president. Perry and h i s  wife, the former Nancy 
Whitlow, were foreign missionaries t o  Mexico for s ix  years. 

Michael D. Brown, director of missions, Lakeland Baptist Association, South 
Milwaukee, Wia., w a s  named president-elect. Brown has served as a home missionary 
in Wisconsin since 1972. 

For the first time. Midwestern presented an alumna of the year award, The 
recipient w a s  Virgie Elizabeth Tucker Brom, who is a home missionary with her 
husband, Michael, in Lakaland Association, Wisconsin. Native North Carolinians, 
the Browns were appointed by the Home Mission Boaxd in 1972. 

Receiving the alumnus of the year award were Billy L. Bullington, associate 
area director for West Africa, Foreign Hission Board, and Darrell Rickard, senior 
pastar, Associated Baptist Churches, Downtown, in Kansas City's inner city. 

From Arkansas, Bullington is three times a graduate of Midwestern, earning the 
M, DIv. , 1962; M, Th. , 1971; and D. Min., 1979. Before his missionary appointment, 
Bullington pastored churches in Arkansas and Missouri. He and his* wife, Evelyn, were 
appointed to Togo, West Africa, in 1966. In 1973-74, Bullington was an adjunct profess01 
of missions at Midwestern. In his present role, he is a l ia i son  between missionarier in 
French-speaking West Africa and the FMB. 

Rickard received the M.DIv. degree in 1968. Since 1979 he has been senior pastor af 
ABCD, a coal i t ion of three inner city churches--Covenant, Central and Downtown. Under 
his leadership, these churches minister to a diverse inner city population, from southeat 
Asian refugees to transient "street people." 

By Mary Speidel:  5:35 p.m. Wednesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Executive Committee Organizes 

KANSAS CITY,  June 13--The 69-member Executive Committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention chose three lay persons t o  lead them in 1984-85 during an 
organizational meeting here Wednesday. 

They were W. Dewey Presley of Dallas, re-elected chairman; David C, Maddox 
of Fullerton, Cal i f . ,  vice chairman, and Mrs. Lois H. Wenger .of Orlando, Fla, , 
recording secretary, 

Harold C. Bennett of Nashville was named executive secretary-treasurer for 
a sixth term. 

Another feature wae the introduction of the nine new members of the comm- 
ittee elected earlier t h i s  week. 

The three-day 127th annual meeting a£ the 14.1. million-member denomination 
w i l l  close Thursday night at Bartle Convention Center. It has attracted almost 
17,000 messrengers, 

By Ray Jennings: 5 : 4 2  p.m. Wednesday 
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FOR RELEASE AT 6 a .a. 
THURSDAY 

Roundup for Thursday pms 

KANSAS CITY, June 14--Messengers to tho 127th annual meeting 
of the Southern Bapt i s t  Convention received indepth reports Thursday 
morning on their social, pol i t ica l ,  educational and missions concerns. 

Bringing the messengers up to  date were the Christian Life 
Commission, the Nashville-bawd social action agency; Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs, the Washington-based public affairs 
office; Woman's Missionary Union in Birmingham, and three theologi- 
cal seminaries--Golden Gate at Mill Valley, Calif.; Midwestern in 
KBnaas City, and Southeasrern at Wake Forest, N.C.  

Introduction of new resources to  help Southern Bagtiets deal 
with abuse of alcohol and other drugs, gambling, peace with justice 
and other moral issues highlighted the social action agency's report. 

Executive Director Foy Valentine said his agency is developing 
tm education and action program opposing the use of alcohol and other 
drugs and aiming it a t  individuals, families, churches, and agencies. 

During the tast 12 months, the Commission worked with other SBC 
agenciee t o  lead Southern Baptist churches t o  give more than $7 million 
t o  hunger relief, a 30 percent increase over the previous year, Valentine 
s&&d 

The B a p t i s t  Joint Committee report ident i f i ed  its main concern 
as making sure that religion is freely exercised by the nation's c 
citizens and churches and not established by government. 

Executive Director J,amea Dunn said h i s  agency resisted the 
recent appointment of an ahbassador to  the Vatican and passage of 
a constitutional amendment t o  permit government-sponsored, state- 
written prayer in public schools, while pushing for passage of equal 
access legislation to protect and clarify the religious free speech 
rights of secondary schoal students. 

The report of Golden Gate seminary detai led the inauguration 
of President Frank D. Pollard and told of a 20 percent student 
registration increase t o  798 students over the previous year. 

A t  Midwestern seminary enrollment reached 725, an increase of 27 
percent since 1978, The seminary also operates satellite programs in 
S t .  Louis. L i t t l e  Rock and Wichita, the report said. 

Southeastern seminary reported an enrollment of 1,207, a 90 
percent hcrease during the l a s t  10 years. 

The WKU report extolled a national enlargement plan which put 
missions education into 3,1J3 churches through 6,934 new WMU organi- 
zations and 137 Brotherhood organizations. 

By Roy Jennings: 6:30  p.m. Wednesday 
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KANSAS CITY, June 13--Mure t hzn  2,500 Southern B a p t i s t  pastors and evangelists 
turned ou t  Wednesday for an evangelism conference that almost never happened. 

They were challenged t o  became true men of God, to not become "castaways" 
i n  the Lord's ministry and to develop ministries tha t  will be known for the 
icteerity of t he i r  motives, sound management of t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  and an i n t ens i t y  
Eor t he  cause of Christ. 

The i n s p i r a t i o n a l  meeting was sponsored by the Conference of Southern 
q--*;st Evangelists *- an organization t h a t  one year ago was ready t o  disband and 
merge kilL+;+ the annual Southern B a p t i s t  Pastors' Conference. 

T 4 One year ago, our conference was in the intensive care ward," s a i d  the  newly 
elected president of the conference, Mike Gilchrlst of Shreveport, La. A t  t h a t  t i p )  .. 
the  evangelists were financisl2y strapped and morale was low, he said. 

With assistance from the wangelism d i v i s i o n  of the  Home Mission Board and 
w i t h  the strong support: of Southern B a p t i s t . C o a v ~ n t i o n  president Jimmy Draper, 
the conference leaders worked throughout the year to rebuild the organization. 

I n  response to those efforts, Southern Baptist pastors and evangelists  packet' 
%be Musir B a l l  nf the Kansas C i t y  Convention Center t o  bear sermons by evangelists 
,T--nPor Hill of Bartselle, Ala . ,  and Ron Dunn of I r v i n g ,  Texas, and former SBC 
t ) res ident  Adrian Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Bapt i s t  Church, Memphis, Tenn. The 
seimons were peppered with applause, "amen's" and shouts of "Preach it, brother!"  
throughoat the conference. 

They a l so  heard insp ira t iona l  music by New Song of Valdosta, G a . ,  E t e r n i t y  
4 ) E  Austin, Texas, the Murk Family of Wheaton, I l l . ,  soloist Lois Jane of Gallatin, 
'renn., and solaist Alan Celoria of Jackson, Miss., among others. 

Bill warned the  evangelists and pastors  t h a t  three things would be  revealed 
3 t  t h e  judgment seat of Christ -- the integrity of their motives, the implementatioz 
of their management and the intensity of t h e i r  ministries. 

"Our motives, our i nne r  a i m s  and our secret desires will be revealed for  
what they really are," he said, 

Evangelists especially are susceptible to t h i s  scrutiny, he said. ''Sometimes 
our motives are corrupted by the desire for praise. It i s  a present threat  to every 
one of us in t he  m i n i s t r y  of our Lord." 

Hill cadtianed the ministers t h a t  they will not be  judged in comparison t o  
others ,  b u t  w i l l  be judged only on their awn merits. 

"That ought to liberate you from the  tyranny of natural comparison if you learn 
ro manage praperly what God gave you." 

Hill pleaded with the ministers to develop an intensity for the  cause of 
Christ , 

"The one s o l i t a r y  thing that I see a11 around us is the lack of genuine, sincere 
i n t e n s i t y  for Jesus -- to go all our f o r  God." 
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Dunn to ld  the ministers there are three sure ways to become "castaways" 
in the ministry of Christ--by running without direction, by fighting without dis- 
cretion and by pxaaching without d i s c i p l i - l e .  

In running; without d irec t ion ,  pastors and evangelists are often "going and 
going but we're not going anywhere," he said. "There's always something going 
on, but there's nothing ever happening. 

tc A lo t  of our folks are getting a lot more out of our sermons than we are. 
They're getting moxe spiritual while we're getting more carnal. Many of us 
preachers and evangelists are like a bad photograph--underdeveloped and overexposed." 

In fighting without: discretion, ministers allow the devil  to distract: them from 
their primary ministry, Dunn said. 

"A lot of us today are no longer: going forward and winning people to Christ. 
We're wasting a l l  our energy on petty  interests. I'm amazed at the lack of dis- 
cernment that many of us in the ministry use in picking our fights. Right now, 
our convention is being tam apart by whether we're going to ga with the chatismatice 
on this issue, or the liberals on this issue, or the conservatives on that issue. 

"I don't feel a great burden to  get everybody to believe werg dot and tittle 
in the Bible just  the way I, do. We w i l l  never unify the church on that baeis 
becauee not everybody's going to interpret i t  the same way. That I s  not the 
basis of unity--it is our b e l i e f  in  Jesus Christ. 

Those who allow themselves to become sidetracked from their main goal of 
soul-winding could well find themselves embroiled in "back alley fights" over 
petty issues, Dunn said. 

"When you fight with discretion,  you make sure you swing at something worth 
hitting." 

In preaching with discipline, preachers must recognize their call t o  the 
ministry and develop willing hearts, he said. 

"I£ the principle of Christian obedience is a willing heart, then it's your 
duty to make sure your heart is willing." 

Rogers encouraged theministersto become men of God, patterned after the 
lifestyle and ministry of the Old Testament prophet Elisha. Eliaha wae resur- 
rected from the dead because he was a man of God, Rogers said. 

"1 believe chat was God's way of giving a memarial to his man. That's the 
greatest thing that can be said about any man, is thar he is a man of Gad. The 
man who lives for God newer really dies." 

Men of God are "divinely appointed, " Rogers said. They function on sheer 
determination with a hunger and thirst f o r  the gospel that "cannot be denied. " 

Men of God also have a sincere humiliation, Rogers said. It's , 

one thing to  deny youraelf things. l t t e  another to deny yourself." 

The ministries of men of Clad will not be without pitfalls, he 
said. They can expect to meet skeptics and scorners. 

I' Every man of God i a  going t o  meet the doubters and the skeptics," 
he said. But the Bible says to present the truth of the gospel t o  ' 
heretics up t o  two times, and if the doubters still refuse t o  accept 
it, reject them and go on to others who are willing:.to listen, Rogers 
eaid. 

Men of Gad can take courage i n  the fact thar there are plenty 
of "seekers" to go along with the skeptics and scorners, Rogers said, 

"I don't care where you go on the face of this earth. There are 
plenty of people who are hungry and thfrsty for the word of Gad." 
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- During the evangelism conference, two evangelists were recognized 
far more than 25 years of senrice i n  Southern Bapt i s t  ovangelietic work. 
Walter Ayere of Garland, Tex., was honored for h i s  28 years of service, 
and Clyde Chiles o f  S t .  Louie. Mo,, for 27 years in the ministry. 

In an earlier business meeting, the evangelists expressed concern 
that simu1taneou.s crusades planned conventionwide in April  1986 might 
hurt their ministries. 

Despite their concern, they d i d  agree to support the crusades and 
committed themselves to work mare closely wlth the Home Mission Board 
in planning future simultaneous crusades. 

They also elected officers fox 1984-85. They included Gilchrist, 
president; Rick Ingel* evangelist from Denton, Texas, vice president; 
Larry Taylor, evangelist from San Antonio, Texas, t o  a second term 
as secretary-treasurer; Jackson Cox, a music evangelist fram Milledgeville, 
G a . ,  music director fox the 1985 conference; and Jim M c N i e l ,  music and 
b i b l i c a l  drama evangelist from S t .  Louis, Mo. , assistant music director. 

Others elected were Sam Cathey, evangelist from Hot Springs, Ark., 
parliamentarian; and Jerry Pasamore, pastor of Olive Baptist Church In 
Penaacola, FTa., paator advlser, 

By Karen Beneon: 7:lO p.m. Wednesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE News 
Wednesday Night Reports 

KANSAS CITY, Jude 13--An SBC Agency executive reminded messengere t o  the 127th 
arurual Southern Baptist Convention Wednesday night that they are in a war--not over 
tl~eolagical pertitpactives, but for the hearts of men, and that a major front of that 
battle is financial. 

"We nedd t o  be reminded i f  we're going t o  win the hearts of sea, we're going t o  
h:..ve t o  attack where the treasure is ," ra id  A.R. Pagan, executive director-treasu~er 
of the Stewardship Cnmnissioa, Naalwille, Tenn. 

Southarn Baptists give about twor~percent of 'their personal incama t o  churches, 
ha reported. "We must attack this  front where we have been losing the battle so mis-J 
ezably . " 

"In s repoxt on Bold Wsaion Thruef , Harold C. Bennett, executive secretary-trea- 
,Lrer of the SBC Executive Committee, Nashville, Tenn. , emphasized three major points 

r\'?tch he asked Southern Baptists t o  keep uppermost in their minds. 

Reaching pwple~for  Christ is a major emphasis as Southera Baptists strive t o  
- $--1.2 8.5 million peaple in Bible study and start 1,500 churches. 

Developing leaders is another area of concern as churches work t o  Irave one: million 
trained witnesses. Bennett alaa mentioned the desire t o  have a Bold Mission Thrwt 
prayer support eystem i n  w e r y  church. 

The thixd'major emphasis is on strengthening families. Benaett cited etatistics 
af more than one million divorces annually and of chi ld  abuse causing the deaths of 
13 children daily. 

Messengers also hanored nine past SBC presidents and their wives and recognized 
newly elected officers. 

-30- 

Ey Anita Bawden: 8: 20 p.m. Wednesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Foreign Mission Report 

KAEQSAS CITY, June 13--The theme of "Light ta the Nations, Light 
Ear the Journey" was dramatically brought t o  life Wednesday night when 
150 Southern Baptist foreign missionaries distributed lighted candles 
throughout the audience a t  Bartle Conventbon Center. 

Utilizing testimonies, video. singing and a message by Foreign 
Miesion Board President Keith Parks of Richmond, Va., the 16.808 ms- 
sengers at the 127th annual Sauthern Baptist Convention were brought 
to  their feet with a testimony by Lucy Ching, a blind Chineae woman . 
who was introduced to Christ through Southern Baptist foreign misshon 
work. 

During the board's hour presentation Parks shared that during 
the past year mare pbople had been baptized an the mission field than 
ever before which translated i n t o  LOO people every day or one pereon 
every 3% minutea. 

Interspersed with frequent: applause, Parks reaffirmed the mis- 
sion board's basic purpose of "evangelism that results ,in churches, 
So in addition to th is  year's evangelistic growth, there was a 12 percent 
incrbase in churches and chapels." 

As a comparison Parka noted that the Southern Baptist Convention 
h a  I4 million members compared t o  1.7 million Bapt is ts  on the mission 
f i e ld .  

"There are 36,000 churches in our convention compared t o  13,500 
oh the mission field. Last year the Southern Baptist Convention had a 
net gain of 229 churches and the mission field experienced a net ga5n 
of 1,416 new churches." 

Parks closed by urging for continued prayer support, increased 
giving and more voluntesra , 

The evidence of prayer was related in the story of three Soubheh 
Baptist  miqsionaries' narrow escape when they were detained from being .- 
present at the U.S. embassy in Lebanon during the bomb explosion. 

" A l l  three of them meant: t o  be there and undoubtedly would have 
been killed," he said. "it was not coincidence but providence as the 
prayer of God' e people released 7x3s power and turned them away from 
certain death. 'I 



Page Twa--FMB Report 

Telling of the sacrificial giving a£ missionaries t o  the home and foreign 
mission offerings, Parks said that if adult Southern B a p t i s t s  gave proportionately 
as much as the miaslonaries gave "we could go £ram a $29 mil l ion  Annie Amstrong 
goal t a  $219 millian and increase from a $60 million Lottie Moon goal t o  $510 
million." 

"But the greatest need is the need for more l i g h t  bearers,'' he said,  "It 
takes almost 9,000 of us as Sauthern Baptists to keep one couple on the foreign 
mission field, I do not believe this is Gad's proportion." 

Ms. Ching told the audience haw the knowledge of God's love freed her f t a m  
the belief that her blindness waa a punishment for the sins of her ancestors, her 
family and her own. 

"I realized that if God would love a blind g i r l  who whole people said was 
betrec off  dead that Christ could release me from a l l  my guilt," she said. 

Testimonies by four missionaries related the response and needs af the 
people. The missionaries speaking included Betty Ann Whitson serving in 
Tanzania, Jack Shelby in India, Hurbert Lindwall in Guatemala and Indy Whitten 
in the Canary Islands. 

-30- 

By J .  Armetrong: 10:45 p.m., Wedneaday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BUSINESS 

KANSAS' CI 'N,  June 13--Messengers t o  the Southern Baptist Canvention, battl ing 
limitations on time and energy, stretched a echaduled 15-minute business session 
here into an Lour-long debate Wkdneeday night before eventually rejecting each bf 
three mations under conLiderarfon and referring a fourth. 

More than 16,800 ,messengers from Southern Baptist churches around the 
country are taking part B t  the Baxtle Convention Center in the convention's 
127th annual meeting which closes Thursday night. 

Most of the debate focused on the quedtion of whether the level of Cooperative 
Program support of churches of nominees for leadership powitions within the 
denomination ought to be publicized before those pereans are voted on by convention 
messengers. 

That question waa a t  issue in a motion by R.S. Crowder, a laylaan from 
Birmingham, U s . ,  which included amendments t o  two SBC bylaws and t o  the eonvention*a 
Constitution. 

Sporting a home-made, posterboard placard with the message "suppart CP 
(Cooperative Program)" writ ten across it, Crowdes urged messengers "in1 the 
name of the Southern Ba~tiat Convention, my church and the Lord Jesus ~hxist" 
t o  g h e  visible supportm eo the means ltthroLgh which this  Canvention sands 
missiouaries into a l l  the world." 

The-Cooperative Program is the Southern J3aptistst unified way of gunding ' 
their activities in the United States and 103 foreign countries. 

B i l l  Zfarrell of Auguat , Ga. , a member of the  SBG Credentials Cmittee, 
and other meeaengers voiced opposition t o  ~rowder's motion, claiming that it 
would turn the Cooperative Program into an unfair and Inappropriate measure of 
a person's qualifications far leadership, 

Harrell contend$d the "real root,iasue" at stake was nor dollars but th 
Baptlst principles of the. priesthood of the believer and the autonomy of the 
local church. 

In the process of rejecting Crowdex's motion, messengers also defeated an 
attempt to refer the motion t o  the SBC BxecutL*e Committee for further study. 

Charles Wade, pastor of First B a p t i s t  Church. Arlington, Texas, who originaaly 
seconded the matioa to  refer, came back t o  the platform to speak in favor of 
Crowderl s motion. 

Though he said he "would' have preferred" that more time be given t o  studyirPg 
Crowderrs proposal, Wade argued that the level of Cooperative Program support by 
potentlal SBC leaders is analagous to financial support of persons considered for 
leadership positions in the local church, 

In his church, he explained, persons who do not support financially the 
church1 s miniet*ies are considered unqualf zied t o  make decisions fax all the 
other members. 
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Similarly, he claimed, i f  the convention elects leaders who do not support 
the Cooperative Program, "then we don,'t have a future," 

A Crowder motion t o  amend t h e  Constitution to make g i f t s  to  the Caoperative 
Program a requirement for future Convention leaders was referred t o  the SBC 
Executive Committee for study. 

Messengers also  rejected a motion from Dave Lucas, an Austin, Texas, messenger, 
which objected "to the dissemination of theological views in any of our Southern 
Baptist agencies which would undermine fa i th  in the historical accuracy and 
doctrinal in tegr i ty  of the B i b l e . "  

The motian "courteously requested'Qtrustees and administrative officers "to 
take such steps a s  shall b e  necessary to remedy a t  once those situations where 
such views now threaten our historic position." 

Lucas then read isolated excerpts from the Broadman B i b l e  Comentary which he 
claimed illustrated deviations from historic Baptist theological v iews ,  especially 
as stated in the B a p t i s t  Faith and Message statement reaffirmed by the convention 
in 1963. 

The motion was defeated after another messenger criticized the motion's language 
a s  "too broad" and "terribly vague." 

At the close of the business session s i x  new motions were introduced for consideration 
by the body on Thursday. They inc1udcd:the following: 

- - B i l l  Sutton of Windsor Park Baptist Church, Fort Smith, Ark., t o  disa l low election 
of GrUSteeS by any method other than by election of messengers to the annual Southern 
B a p t i s t  Convention. 

--Virginia Cross of Calvary Baptist Church, Columbia, S.C., to limit time of service 
of trustees of boards and institutions. 

--Joe C.  Murray of Calvary Church, S t .  Louis, to request: the  SBC Resolutions Committee 
t o  commend the service of any Southern Bapt i s t ,  not just employees of denominational, 
institutions. 

- - W i l l i ~ m  Corder of Parkwood B a p t i s t  Church, Annadale, Va,, t o  request -re time for 
business at :the 1985 convention. 

--Gerry Paker, Parkwood B a p t i s t  Church, Annadale, Va., t o  instruct the SBC Execative 
Committee t o  reduce spending f o r  furnishings in the new SBC building by 10 percent and to 
allocate the savings to world hunger. 

--Joe Bai ley ,  First Bapt i s t  Church, Merritt Island, F l a . ,  to instruct the Executive 
Committee t o  consider an alternate s i t e  f o r  the 1989 meeting in Las Vegas. 

By David WilMnson and Jerilynn Armstrong: 11:OO p.m. Wednesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Roundup f o r  F r i d a y  a.m. 

KANSAS CITY, June 14--A plethora of concerns and progress reports were 
paraded before almost 17,000 messenger to the 127th annual meeting of the 
Southern B a p t i s t  Convention Thursday at Bartle Convention Center. 

Subjects ranged from missions and money to h i s t o r y  and Christian education. 

Providing the information and the challenges were four agencies,  the 
Brotherhood Commission o f  Memphis, and Southern B a p t i s t  Foundation, Historical 
Commission, Educat ion Commissian, and American B a p t i s t  Theological Seminary, 
a l l  af Nashville, 

Enrollment i n  Brotherhood work i n  Southern B a p t i s t  churches climbed 6.7 
percent to 5 6 5 , 3 4 9  during a recent 12-month p e r i o d ,  President James H. Smith 
reported, marking the ninth increase in el.even years. 

The missions education agency for men and boys w F l l  complete late  t h i s  
year a twa-year long range study designed to influence Brotherhood work through 
the year 2000. 

The Southern B a p t i s t  Foundation reported rota1 assets  under management 
increased about 20 percent to almost $35 million during the last  year, largest 
percentage growth i n  a s ingle  year during the  last quarter century. 

In the area of Christian education, Arthur L. Walker, Jr., executive director 
of the Education Commission, reported his agency will sponsor a national congress 
on leadership in 1986 in an e f f o r t  t o  equip  leaders to respond to 21st  century 
demands. 

Enrollment in 70 educational Institutions sponsored by Southern Bapt i s t s  
reached 184,000 during a recent 12-month per iod .  

The American Baptist Theological Seminary, a school where black church- 
related vocational workers are t ra ined,  reported an enrollment of 150 students 
from 14 states and f ive  foreign countries and an extension program which has 
attracted 650 other students. 

The report of the H i s t o r i c a l  Commission emphasized the completion of a 
major research project on SBC p o l i t y  and governance and the development aE 
resources for Bold Mission TI-lrust, a program to preach the gospel to,the world 
by the year 2000. 

Messengers a l so  heard addresses by James Je f f r i e s ,  an Overland Park, Kansas, 
financial developer, and Z i g  Ziglar, a motivational spec ia l i s t  from Dallas. 

By Roy Jennings: 8:15 a.m. Thursday 
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GOLDEN GATE ALUMNI 

KANSAS CITY, June 13--Friends and alwnni of Golden Gate Baptist Theological  Seminary 
celebrated the institution's 40th anniversary year in a special jubilee luncheon here 
Wednesday under the theme, "Claiming the West." 

The twa-hour program featured ta lks  by Dr, H a r o l d  K. Graves, president of the seminary 
from 1952 ta 1977.; D r .  William M. Pinson, Jr. , president  from 1977 to 1982; and Dr. 
Franklin D. Pollard, who has been president since 1983, 

In addi t ion ,  out-going Souther11 Baptist Car:ventfon president: Dr. Jimmy Draper, pastor 
of the First B a p t i s t  Church of Euless, Texas, brought greetings from the SBC. 

Honored as "Alumnus of the Year" w a s  Wayne C. Reynolds,  minis ter  of education at  
Bethel Southern B a p t i s t  Church in Escondido, C a l i f .  He earned master of rel ig ious  education 
and master of church rnusic degrees from Gc1.de1z Gate in 1968. 

Presented thethirdWMeritarious Service Award" by the association was M. Wayne Nolen, 
pastor of Calvary B a p t i s t  Church i n  kafayette, Calif. H e  was honored f o r  having "'ren- 
dered continuous, dedicated service over an appreciable span of years." Nelen earned the 
master of div in i ty  degree from the seminary in 1970. 

The association also elected new o f f i c e r s  f o r  1984-85, Chusen president w a s  Al len  
Barnes of Concord, Calif., who earned a,.master of d i v i n i t y  degree i n  1976. He replaced 
Nalen. Serving w i t h  him will be President-elect  Jerxy Brumbelow of  San Diego, Calff . ,  
master of rel ig ious  education, 1961; Vice President Don Taylor  of Alameda, C a l i f . ,  
master of d i v i n i t y ,  1970Band doc tor  of m i n i s t r y ,  1980; and Treasurer Robert Rooks of 
Ventura, Calif,, who attended the seminary i n  1975. 

The next meeting of the  Golden Gate Seminary Alumni Association w i l l  be held June 
12, 1985 in Dal.las, Texas, 

By Mark Smith: 9:OQ a . m .  Thursday 



49. The Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention re-elected its 
slate of officers a t  its June meeting in Kansas City. They are, from left:  
Dewey Presley of Dallas, chairman; David C. Maddox, Fullerton, Cal i f . ,  vice 
chairman; Mrs. Lois H. Winger, Orlando, Fla., recording secretary, and Harold 
C. Bennett, Brentwood, Tenn., executive secretary-treasurer. 

(Photo by David Haywood) 

4 6 ,  Charles Stanley, newly elected president of the Southern Baptist Convention, was 
presented t o  messengers t o  the 1984 meeting Wednesday night as his w i f e ,  Anna 
Margaret, stood beside him. (Photo by David Haywaod) 

45. Russell H. ~ ' i l d a y  J r . ,  president of Southwestern B a p t i s t  Theological Seminary 
in F o r t  Worth, Texas,  preached the convention sermon at  the 1984 Southern B a p t i s t  
Convention. He urged messengers to "be faithful to your historic heritage" and 
not "dabble in controversies, don't exhaust your energies amwrestl ing for 
dwominational control." (Photo by Richard Shock) 

38. Paul Pressler, an appeals court judge from Houston, stands at the podium during 
debate over whether his nomination for a four-year term on the SBC Executive 
Committee: should be approved. Messengere, by ballot vote,  approved his appointment. 

( B a p t i s t  Press photo) 

51. Officers for 1984-85 for the Southern Baptist Convention are, from left: Charles 
Stanley, pastor of First Baptist Church, Atlanta, Texas, president; Zig Ziglar, 
a layman f ram First Bapt is t  Church, ballas, first vic& president; and Don Wideman, 
p a s t o r  of First Bapt i s t  Church, Narth Kansas City, second v ice  president. 

(Photo by Richard Shack) 

44. n . K .  Hale, president of the Canadian Southern Baptist  Fellowship, spoke in 
favor of the report of the Canadian Study Committee that declined to seat 
messengexs from Canadian churches a t  SBC meetings but sat,.in motion 
special efforts by 5 B C  agencies to help evanglize Canada. 

(Photo by David Haywood) 

52. Tex Cox, right ,  a foreign missionary t o  Japan, was one of many SBC missionaries 
who went into  the audience a t  the Wednesday night session of the SBC and 
selected, at random, a messenger from a local  SBC church ra  help light the 
auditorium--symbolizing the joint effort which makes the Southern BaptS;st 
mission programs poslible. (Photo by warren Johnson) 
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New Orleans Alumni Luncheon 

KANSAS CITY, June 13--More than 520 alumni of New Orleans B a p t i s t  Thao- 
logical Seminary elected Carolyn Weatherford, executive director of the  woman'^ 
Missionary Union, Birmingham, president of the seminary's national alumni associa- 
tion Wednesday at  a luncheon. 

Grady Cothen of Nashville, president emeritus of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board and former president of the New Orleans institution, was named preeident- 
elect. David Meacham, director of associational misaions in Las Vegas, was elec- 
ted secretary and Darryl Crim, pastar of Bethel Baptist Church in Midlothian, 
Va., treasurer. 

Landrum P. Leave& president -- - of the seminary, received ---. the . f a f u l t ~ '  L m  s - di!: 
tinguished alumua award. In presenting the award, J O ~  H. Cathen, vice presi- 
dent for academic affairs, noted the award was made over the objections af 
Leavell. President since 1975, Leavell earned the bachelor of divinity and 
doctor o.f theology degrees fram New Orleans. 

In cloelng the meeting, the seminary president reported the election of 
three new faculty membese; expansion of the continuing education program, intro- 
duction of a new series of academic workshops, and another record year in semin- 
ary enrollment during the last 12 months. 

By Don E l l i s :  10:30 a.m. Thursday 



41. Llayd Elder, president of t he  B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board, helped launch 
the Baptist Telecommunication Network at the SBC meeting in Kansas City. 
BTN is a satellite television network which allows training and information 
telecasts to be beamed from the BSSB t a  individual churches and Baptist 
associations and state canvsntions all across the nation, 

(Photo by Mark Sandlin) 

42. Jiarmy Allen, president of the SBC Radio-Television Commission, helped 
launch the American Christian Television System (ACTS) and Southern Bap- 
tist network of cable, l o w  power and public service television stations which 
aims to provide Christ-centered, family-oriented television programming. 

(Photo by Mark Sandlfn) 

38. Charles Fuller, chairman of the Committee an Boards, and pastor of 
First Baptist Church* Roanoke, Virginia, presented h i s  camittee's list 
of trustees for the SBC boards and agencies. 

39, A1 Kasha, winner of two academy awards fox sang writing and a member a£ 
First B a p t i s t  Church, Van Nuys, Ca l i f . ,  was featured as part of the report 
of the Home Mission Board. (Photo by Mark Sandlin) 

40. Charles Stanley, pastor of First B a p t i s t  Church, Atlanta, and f ix s t -ba l lo t  
winner of the praafdency a£ the Southern Baptht: Convention, pledged to 
be the president of a l l  Southern Bapt i s t s  and denied he was elected by one 
faction of the denomination at a press conference Tuesday night. 

(Photo by Warren Johnson) 

CORRECTED CUTLINE*****PLEASE NOTE*****CORRECTED CUTLINE*****qLEASE NOTE***** 

52, Ted C q x ,  right,  a f areign missionary t o  Japan, was one of many SBC missionaries 
who went inta the audience a t  the  Wednesday night seseion of the SBC and 
selected, at random, a messenger from a local SBC church to help l ight  the 
auditorim--symbolizing the joint. effort which makes the Southern Bapt iot  
mission programs poss ible .  (Photo by Warren Johnson) 
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Thursday Morning Reports 

KANSAS CITY, June 14--Leaders of Southern Baptist: agencies and , 

inst i tut ions f i e l d e d  a wide variety of questions ranging from aboztian 
t o  the actions of seminary students and faculty Thursday at closing 
sessions of the 127th annual meeting of the Southern Bapt i s t  Convention. 

James R. Chandler, Jr. of First Baptist Church, Collinsville',  Va., 
charged that the annual report af the Christian Life Commission was 
''woefully silent on the issue of abortion." 

Foy Valentine, executive director of the Nashville-based social 
act ion agency, said, "AbortSon is a serious moral problem, and it 's  
always wrong. But we simply do not have the staff to please everybody 
in emphasizing a l l  ~locial  and moral issues." 

Valentine, who is beginning his 25th year as head of the agency. 
said the CLC recently published alternatives to abortion in its 
affic$al publication, Light. 

During the report o f  Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake 
Forest, N.C., David Shephard of Hillcrest Baptist Church, Carlisle, 
Ohia, read from an article from the douthern Baptisf'Advbcate. 

The Advocate, an ultra-coneervative magazine edi ted  by Russell 
Kaemmerling, Dallas, charged that an Episcopal vicar bad spoken in 
chapel at Southeastern Seminary, that ordained women speak in chapel 
regularly, that a chapel program included hymns by women that 
included interpretive dance, that a feminist publication on campus 
suggested that prayers refer to God as "Mather;? that a chaplain used 
vulgarities in a lecture and that a banner was unfurled in chapel say- 
ing, ' Give 'em H--- , Quinn: . '' 

Seminary president Randall Lalley said it was true that a local 
Epiacapal rector had spoken in chapel. He said that in a chapel ser- 
vice a woman had interpreted hymns.in the form of ethnic tribal inter- 
pretations to express the effectiveness of world missions. 

But Lolley denied there is a feminist group on campus and 
declared that no official publication at Southeastern had advocated 
referring to Gad as "Mother." 

Lolley acknowledged a student.did place a sign on a ledge at the 
back of the chapel which read, "Give them H---, Quinn, Yahweh." He 
called the action a "childish, adolescent bit of behavior" and said 
he told the student body that if i t  happened again, disciplinary 
actian would be taken. 

Messenger Shephard, in thanking Lolley f o r  his response, said 
he wasn* t asking for information critically but t o  clear up the  issues. 

"I want t o  thank you f o r  giving me the chance t o  explain," 
responded Lqlley. 



During the report of Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Dave Lucas 
of First Baptist Church, Oak Hill, Austin, Texas, asked President Milton Ferguson 
to respand to charges concerning a book written by one of the seminary's professors. 

The messenger referred t a  a book by Professor G. Temp Sparkman entitled 
Salvation and Nurture of Children. 

Ferguson said seminary trustees voted 28-1 that Sparkman had been teaching 
in conformity with seminary pol icy .  

Sparkman has been crit ic ized by some who charge that he is a universalist, 
But Ferguson read from a statement: in which Sparkman says, "I am not (a 
universaliat). f might rather be termed a conversianist, This means that X 
take s i n  very seriously and that I believe that a l l  have sinned and come shart 
of the glory of God,,.I further teach that EI personal experience of conversion 
and faith in Jesus are necessary... 

"Salvatian, then, is a personal decision of fai th.  It cannot be done for 
someone, thus I do not believe that everyone i s  already saved. Ta be created 
in the image of God does not mean that we are saved* Such comes thraugh repentance, 
and the immediate result is a new birth ,  and the continuing result is a new l i fe ." 

-- 30-- 

By Orville Scott: 11:50 a.m, Thursday 
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Public Affairs Report 

KANSAS CITY, June 14---Janizzr M. Durn, executive director of the b p t i a t  
Joint Commietee on Public APfairs, thankzd the Southern Baptist  Canvation 
hare Thursday for resffirming thkfr financial support of the organization which 
r preEsents Baptists 13 iJashjngtan on matters relatad t o  religious liberty. 

Earlier in the conventlon, messengers defeated 5,854 t o  5,480 an attempt 
to "resllocatet' the $411,436 set up far the B a p t i s t  Joint Committee In the 1984- 
85 SBC budget. 

The committee, vhicl~ represents nine Baptist bodiesr has been under attack 
by those favoring President: ~eagan's efforts t o  allow prayer in the public 
schools and tax support far private and parochial schools. 

Dunn said the Joint Committee's primary thrust is educational md 
seeka t a  reptescnt Baatistat heritag? of separation of church and state. 

But in opposing the a&;:j.nlsta.atim's efforts for m e p i n g  changes t o  the 
fre dam guarc7?te?r of ?lie F i r s t  hendlrtmn,t, Dunn said, "things have been 
written and said (abau; the B~ptLct:  Saint Committee and Duma) whfch indicate 8 
paucity.of ~ndarstand~g." He urge2 Southern Baptists to  subecribs t a  the 
committee's mcnthly ~ u b l i c a t i c n .  Report From the Capltal, t o  kaep up with 
developments in -achingten. 

r :  

Dunn ackaowleZ=e4 that "we are not infallible." But he said: "we hear you, 
w care about w11at ycu say, m d  we take seriously your cammunication t o  us." * 

There's na Gay an crg~xlca : io3  like the Joint Committee can avoid con- 
troversy, he notzd. 

*'we're right- atttbr: w r y  conxsr of the buaie~t intersettion in America of 
religion and politics." the tvo topics nost people avoid if they want t o  be 
popular," he said. 

But in the. current clihat-c of coatraversy, he pleaded with Southern Baptists 
for their continued s p i r i t v a l  and f inancial  support, as well as their direct 
involvement with  t h e i r  cangliasszen on issues vi ta l  t o  religious freedom. 

"What we are dealing with today is our very ident i ty  and the affirmation 
of who we are, w5o we have been, and who we will be as Bapt i s t s ,"  he said. "I 
hope we'll taka the higher ground and bc faithful to our heritage.'' 

In the three-ainute quastion-and-answer period after his talk, Norman 
Wiggins of Firsr; Baptist:  Church, Ruies Creak, H . C . ,  questioned Dunn about the 
committee's efforts on T i t l e  9, the so-called C i v i l  Rights Act  of 1984. 

Dunn noted that a convention resolution already had been introduced which 
would ask Congress t o  redeficc who recipients would be under the act. The 
resolution asks the Jo in t  Cornittee to be aure Congress makes it clear such 
recipients vould not include strictly religious organizations, schools and 
institutions, 

Agreelng there is geniune reason for concern in this instance, Dunn said 
the Joint G-ittec is working on t".s matter but urged Southern Bapt i s t s  t o  : ,  
contact their congressmen and senators to share thair viewa. The b i l l  is already 
aut of committee in the Zo:zst;, and now's the time to,do I t ,  he said. 

By Bob Stanley: 1 2 :  20 p.m. T l ~ . l r ~ d a y  
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Gambling Action 

KANSAS CITY, June 14--The 1983 decision by the Southern Baptist Canvention 
t o  meet in La6 Vegas in 1989 may be hurting efforts by Arkansas Bapt is ts  t o  
defeat a mavement t o  legalize casino gambling in their state,  SBC messengers 
learned here Thursday, 

Doug Dickens, paetor of First Baptist Church, Hot Springs, Ark., intro- 
duced a forcefully-worded resolution on gambling which was approved unahimauely 
on the clasing day of the SBC's annual meeting at Bartle Cowentian Center. 

Dickens, whose church is located across the street from the Oaklawn 
thoroughbred race track, sa id  he hopes the resolution will counter efforts , 

by pro-gambling forces t o  use the Las Vagas convention t o  discredit Arkansas 
Baptists opposed to  legalization of casino gambling. 

In addition t a  a strang attack on the "moral tragedies wrought by legal- 
ized gambling," the resolution expresses "grave concern" that the decision to  
meet in Las Vegaa has been ''unscrupulously twSsred...to imply that Southern 
Bapt i s t s  are compromising their oppoeit ion t o  gambling. " 

According to the resolution, the purpose of meeting in Laa Vsgas is "an 
expre~sion of our mission to give suppart t o  B a p t i s t  work and t a  ahare C h r i s t  
with the people of that area.'' 

In Arkhnsas .c&ina supporters have distributed a leaflet which asks how 
Dickens, wha chairs R grassroots movement af c i t izens United Against Gambling, 
ennd other Southern Bapt is ts  could oppose "legal controlled gaming," and st i l l  
"justify wing t o  Laa Vegas, the gambling center of the world, for their 
convention 

Ze@ers of the pro-casino Garland County Lawful Wagering Committee also 
noted in a recent news conference that the Visitors Bureau i n  Las Vegas predictsai 
Southern Baptist messengers will spend as much as $10 million there during the 
' 89 meeting. 

The Arkansas Gazette, whZch editorialized against the casino drive, never- 
cheless "wondered haw the Southern Baptiete could be so naive as to  hold their 
mnual meeting in a c i t y  that is the 20th century equivalent of Sodam-and- 
Gomor r ah. " 

During last year's SBC meeting i n  Pittsburgh, messengers debated extensively 
the Executive Committee's recommendation.to go t o  Las Vegas in '89 before finally 
adopting the proposal. Supporters argued that going to Las Vegaa would provide 
an opportunity t o  extend a paeitive witness t o  an area where Southern Eaptiste 
are f e w  in number. 

A mation at the Kansas City convention asking that the SBC Executive Committee 
be instructed to select an alternate s i t e  for the 1989 convention was ruled out 
o f  order. 

T i m  Hedqulst, director of financial planning for the Executive Committee, told 
Baptist Press that if the SBC elected for  any reason to rescind i t s  decision t o  go 
to Las Vegas, the pot ntial l i a b i l i t y  to the convention would be "tremendous." 

Hedquist aaid 14 letters of intent have been sent t o  hotels in Las Vegw and 
that legal counsel to .the Executive .Committee has determined that the letters 
may be considered legitimate legal contracts. 

-30- 
By David Wilkfnson; 12:30 p,m. Thursday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE R E L W  

Thursday Morning Motions 

W S A S  CITY. June 14--Five mationa introduced at the 127th session.of the 
Southern Bapt 1st Convention were. ref erred t o  the denominat ion' n Executive Cam- 
mittee Thursday whUe two others went to -the Christian Life Commiasiao and the 
SBC Ord r of Business Committee. Those referred t o  the Executive Committee 
included: 

--Motion by David McCall that Southern Baptist churches have the privilege 
af counting the expenses of church staff and laypereons attending the annual 
conv ntion as part of their Cooperative Program giving. 

--Motion by B i l l  Sutroa, Windsor Park Baptist Church, Fort Smith, Ark,, 
t o  disallow elaction of trustees by any method other than by electlon of 
messeng rs t o  the annual Southern Baptist Convention. 

--Motion by Vtrginia Ctoaa, Calvary Baptist Church, St. Louis, t o  lfmit 
time of service of trustees of boards and institutions. 

--Motion by Jbe C. Murray, Calvary Church, St. Louis, to request the 
SBC ResoEutions Committee to commend the sexvice of any Southern Baptists, 
not just employees of denminatimal institutions. 

--Motion by Gerry Eaker, Parltwood Baptlot Church, Annaadde, Va., t o  
instruct the SBC Executive Connnittee t o  reduce spending for furnishings in the 
new SBC b4 ld ing  by 10 percent and t o  allocate the savings t o  world hunger, 

The kotion by Glen Norum of Greenspoint Baptiat Church in West Virginia 
requesting that all agenciaa, e specb l ly  the Christian L i f e  Commission, seek t o  
bring the liquor induarrg under the product l i a b i l i t y  laws was referred t o  the 
Christian L i f e  Commieston, 

Thq motian by W i l l i a m  Corder, Parkwood Baptist Church, Annandala Va., 
requesting mote time for. business at  the 1985 convention was referred to the 
Order of Buslnesi C o d t t e e .  

The final mation concernjag the 1989 SBC meeting in Las Vegas, Nev., was 
ruled out of order. Joe Bailey. First Baptist Church. Wrritt  Island. F l a . ,  mad 
a motion t o  instruct the Executive Committee t o  consider an alternate site for 
the 1989 meting, 

Two final motions introduced on the matter of abortion were automatically 
referred t o  the Christian L i f e  Cummiasion. These were introduced by Gary Crum, 
Georgetown Baptiat Church, Washington, D.C., and Rudolph Yakum, Southside 
Baptist  Church* South Bend, Ind. 

In other action an earlier recwamendatSbn requesting the formation of a 
10-member committee to  discuss and plan a means of implementing reconciliation 
among Southern Baptists was voted d~wn Thursday morning at the conclusion ~f the 
businesa meetlng. 



Page 2--Thursday Morning Motions 
r - 

Speaking on behalf of his motion, Everett Anthony, First Baptist Church. 
Palatine, Ill., recommended that the committee be composed of the chairman 
and executive secretary-treasurer of the Executive Committee, the SBC 
president, president of the pastor's conference, one seminary president, and 
f ive laypersonsl 

n e  committee.would be inetructed t o  meet a t  least: three tlmes before 
the 1985 convention and report a t  the 1985 conventfan on its findings and 
rectnmnendations for reconciliation among Southern Baptiarr peaple. 

Hatold Bennett, executive director of the SBC Executive Committee, 
explained his group was asked t o  deal with similar tenaions last year, but 
the committee felt the messengers should deal with the problem on the floor 
of the convention. 

By Jerilynn Armstrong: 2:55 p.m. Thursday 
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FOR I W D I A T E  RELEASE 

Adoption of Resolutions 

KANSAS CITY, June 14--Messengers to the 127th Southern Baptist Convention 
w rwhelmingly adopted 11 resolutions Thureday on a wide range of issues, 
including opposition to the ordination of women and a U.S. ambassador to  the 
Vatican, while favoring equal access l eg i s la t ion .  

SBC President James T. Draper Jr.  of Euless, Texas, emphasized that the 
acrians merely represented opinions of ahe messengers attending t h i s  annual 
m eting of the denomination and are not binding on local Southern Baptief churches. 

A strongly-worded resolution opposing ordination of women was passed by a 
vote of 4,793 t o  3,466 after an unsuccessful attempt.by Wayne Dehoney, pastor of 
Walnut Street Baptist  Church, Louisville, Ky., to have the resolution ruled 
unconstitutional on the grounds i t  attempted to instruct local churches. 

"The canclusion of this resolution tells the loca l  church t o  exclude 
certain persons from sezving as pastors," said Dehoney, "That is dealing with 
something that is the affair of the local church entirely. We have the Bible, 
the Holy S p i r i t  and the free autanomy of local churches in t h i s  matter. ." 

Draper's ruling against Dehoney's point of order was challenged by Bill Cox, 
First  Bapt i s t  Church, Nevada, Mo,, but messengers voted to sustain the ruling. 

The resolution takes the position that the Bible excludes women from 
pastoral leadership positions . 

"We encourage the service of,.wmen i n  a l l  aspects of church l i f e  and 
work other than pastoral functions and leadership roles entailing ordination," 
the resolution concludes. 

Susan Lockwood Wright, an ordained minister and pastor af Cornell Avenue 
Baptist Church, Chicago* I l l . ,  was on the platform when the resolution was 
discussed and had sought t o  speak on a point of personal privilege, She 
repeated her request when the vote was announced but was turned down ontboth 
occasions, she sa id .  

A f t e x  the session, Wright told Draper that she understood the dilemma 
of granting personal privileges t o  messengers but "women feel shut out because 
th re wasn't enough time to discuss" the resolution. 

Draper reiterated the non-binding nature of the resolution.  h he more we say 
the more emotional and complicated the Issue becomes," he s a i d ,  adding that a 
lack af time wae a major factor i n  refusing to allaw Wright to addreso the 
messengers. 

Earlier, the messengers voted t o  l i m i t  themselves t o  eight minutes of dis- 
cussion on each resolution. 
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Resolutions Committee Chairman Bailey Stom of Odessa, Texas, said after the 
morning session,  "1 feel it. would be againat the intent of the camittee and cer- , -rdtainly my intent were anyone t o  use th i s  resolution to withdra. fellowship from 
any church that happens t o  believe. i r s  ordination of women. 

" T h i s  was a statement of the conventioxs,'' Stone emphasized. " ~ t  binds rkcj 

, t k c h  ar association. Please remember the first part of the reso1ut;bon re~ffirtns 
our conviction on the authority and autoncmy of the local church," 

A reaolut ion registering continuing opposition t o  a U.S. ambassador to the 
Vatican, auth~r ized  earlier this year hy Congress at the request o f  President 
Ronald Reagan, w a s  adopted virtually unsnhnously, 

An amendment that would have expressed indignation at Reagan's actian in in- 
itiating the appointment of an ambassador failed after ResaLutions Committee m a -  
bex David Simpson, Indianapolis, Ind. , said the amendment "carries political over- 
tones we need to avoid." 

A resolution supporting equal B C C ~ S S  legislation t o  allow students t o  use schoui 
fadlitifis for religious meetings was afso passed with  little opposition. 

lrar Peak, a messenger from Memar4aJ. Baptist Church, Columbia, Mo., said, "This 
is an i ssue an which we must speak def inite ly  and profoundly. E q u a l  access legis- 
lation cal ls  on ua to allow people free epeech In the publlc schools and not hEvc 
this right abridged because the voice 5s a religiaus voice," 

A resolution on secular humanism petseed by a wide  margin after a failed attenyt 
t o  have i t  referred to  the SBC Executive Committee for further study. 

B i l l  Blackburn, TrinZty Baptist  Church, Kerrville , Texas, called the resaZzltion 
"vague, canfusing and contradictory." Ln addltion t o  aecular humanism, Blackburn 
charged the resolution dealt with prayer in public achaoba'equal access;hedonism, 
mags media and calls on public  schmXs to teach doctrine. 

George Schroeder, a member of the Resolutions Camittee and an opthalmolr2giat 
from Little Rock, Ark., said the resolution, '"rather than vague, is all.-enconpassia~. 
f t  deals  with the invas ion  of humanism into American Life." 

A t h i r d  resolution relating ra  religious liberty and separation af ch~rch  and 
state called for changes in the 1984 Civi.1 Rights Act currently under conslderatlon 

I in Congress in which religious schools and inetirutians are being def ined a4 re- 
cipreats af fedcral financial  assistance, The resolution asked Congress to red~firre 
the tern "recipSentsl' or clearly exempt excZusively religious orgsnizationii, relig- 
ious schoola and instituttona. 

1 

Urging support for  the resolution, Richard Land, First B a p t i s t  Church, Dallas, 
called t h e  f eg i s l a t l on  the "greatest federal power grab in the hiatury of r h  fed- 
eral government. It would put, aTl. private education under federal legislation. '' 

Resolutions condemning alcohol and tobacco were adopted with amendments. 

A wide-ranging resolution against cigarette smoking urged increased efforts at: 
educating people ta the dangers of smoking and asked church leaders to encourage 
p ople not to woke. 

' Messengers added amendments which ancouraged Congress to terminate subsidies t o  
thoae who plant, grow or ~ e f 3  tobacco products; encouraging Southern Baptists who 
grow tobacco to cease doing so arid switch to another crop; and urging efforts at 
every 1kveP of the denomination "in ancouraging pecple ,  pastors and SBC leaders to 
refrain fxam using tobacco in any form." 

The alcahal resolution urged support f o r  raising the ninimuta drinking age to 
21 as well as warning of t h e  dangers of alcohol and drunk driving. 

Nessengers accepted an ameachent from bodrow ~ o b b i a a ,  B a l f ~ u r  B a p t i a t  Church, 
I Asheboro, N . C . ,  anking for a ban on alcohol adveztiswents especially during athleric 

conrests and u r g h g  Cangzesa to put warxiing laba2s on a l l  bmersge alcohol containers. 

f A resolut ion appcraing ahort ion for  any puspose except tu S I V ~  the life of the  
mother and urging the passage cr f apprgpriate l eg i s  lation and/or a constitutional amend- 
ment ~ata~ adopted. The res~lutinn also u ged Southern B a p t i s t  i w t ~ t u t i o n s  to grovlde 
abortion alternatives such as cauneelll d and adoption services, 

"-more- 
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An amendment by Dick Maples, pastor of First Baptist  Church, Bryan, Texas, 
chat wauld have broadened the language of the resolution t o  allow far 
abortion:in cases of rape or incest failed by a vote of 3,494 t a  3$316. 

The remaining three resolutions voiced strong opposition t o  legalized 
gambling, urged increased efforts toward worldwide evangelism and expressed 
appreciation t o  the host city, atate conventions and officsra o f  the convention, 

A total of 30 resolutions were eubmitted by convention messengers. Of these, 
the committee recasrmanded no action on nine without atating a reason. Six  others 
were not acted upon because they related t o  issues addxeesed in tesolutiona 
in recent comrentiona. 

One resolution wae referred t o  the Foreign Mission Board and 14 were 
incorporated into seven of the 11 resolutions the cwmit ter  submitted t o  the 
convention, 

Reealutiona on cigarette rraoklag, the Civil Rights Act of  3984, worldwide 
evangelism, and appreciation t o  the hoet city were init iated by the comaittee. 

--30-- 

By Linda Laweon: 3: 08 p.m. Thursday 
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FOR IMMeDSATE RELEASE 

THURSDAY AFTEREtOON XIWORTS 

KANSAS CITY, June 14--The newly-launched American Christian Televislan 
System (ACTS) satellite network of the Radio and Television Commieaim Ss 
currently provadug programming for 3.5 million viewere and that number could 
climb t o  10 mill5on by thlr fall, RTVC prerident Jimmy R, Allen of Fort Wa~th, 
Texaa eatd Thursday, 

Prtsentlng his agency's report t o  me8roagerr st  the 127th akiua1 aeoaion 
of the Southern Baptlrt Convention, AS1.n ar id  'ths ACTS networkt r goal l a  t o  
make programing avrilablo t o  30 m i l l i a n  viawarrs by next fa l l  and 80 million 
viewers in four years. 

~llen told rasengera he w bean ukti i f  the coat imolvad i d  tha mw 
network would 'burr t up" the Cooperat ivw Program. 

"The anawr i u  that wr ara not going t o  burt up thr OooprratSvr P~08rm.'' 
he said. "We hops t o  build up the CooprrrEivr Program." 

Allen said the RTVC i r  expect ins tha Cooprrativa Pro@ram t o  & no m~rs for 
th ACTS network thm the regular annual inormaerr he artimtmd to bm r.v.n 
percent annuazly. 

The eventual lapact of ACTS muld ba detarminad by Southam Bsptirrtm, 
Allen said. 

"The ~ T S  k e t d  i. your taol," he m i d .  "It will be what you p r r h  of it," 

Allen further urged the meorangerr to p ~ a y  for the people in local co~rwmit i ra  
who will be reached and "won t t a  Chrirrtw bacausa of  the "marsiaga of tlrlaviaion 
with i t a  Ugh tech and ths local church with i t r  high touch." 

SBC Educrtian CamI$sion axrcutiva director Arthur L. Walker, Jr . o f  Naohville, 
gave meaaengekr reports from his  asency and thm Southern b p t i r t  Camiariarr on 
the American Baptist Theological sminn'ry, both headquartered in Namhvilla, Tam. 

. "The role of education olwayrs ir in proparation of leadership," Walker mid .  

walker' eaid krm than 184,000 mtudantr ware anrolled at  the 70 inatitutioor 
spwaored.by thn,'Southezn Baptiet Conv~firioa and state Baptist conventtoan 
during the 1982-83 erchool gsar, 

In the last  mchool yaar repart available, Walkar raid theas Boptiat rchoolo 
had enrolled 22.516 rrtudente preparing far  church wcatione, , 

Through the hrican BaptfBt'Sa~inrry Ccmdarlon, Walker said the SBC work@ 
with th National Baptdlt C m e n t i o r r ,  U.S.A. t o  provide theological education for 
laadera of black M p t i r t  churches. 

Each year the SBC provide* 110 acholrrrshlpr for the hr ican ~ a ~ t & i t  Seminary 
pr gram, Walker explained. 



Page 2-Thursday Afternoon Re,ports 

Earlier, messengers received fraternal greetings from Robert L. Maddox, 
executive director of Americans United for Separation of Church and State; 
Robert P. Dugan, director of public  affairs ,  National Association of Evangelicals; 
and Stewart Wine, European Bapt i s t  Convention. 

By Larry Chesser: 4:20 p.m. Thursday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE REL,EASE 

Thursday Afternoon Businese Reports 

KANSAS CITY, June 14--The final business session of the Southern Baptist 
Convention passed quietly Thursday afternoon as messengers approved reports 
from SBC-affiliated organizations. 

Wayne Flynt, chairman of the SBC Historical Commission and chairman of 
the history department at Auburn University, Auburn, Ala., told messengers 
that history "provides us a prophetic, sobering and balanced insight into 
ourselves." H e  nated that SBC documents reveal Baptist positions an slavery 
and women's role In SBC life during the early 20th century. 

But history also notes that Baptists took positive stands of which they 
can be proud, he added. 

"Long before 1984, when even secular Americans are deeply concerned 
about alcohol abuse and family disintegration, our records reveal that the 
Southern Baptist Convention affirmed traditional values, which though scoffed 
at then, do not seem naive now." 

Flynt also noted that "no American denomination has more consistently 
defended religious freedom or lobbied more successfully for separation of church 
and state." 

Through preserving historical records of the convention, disseminating 
that information to Baptists through SBC encyclopedias, pamphlets and the 
cammission's own journal, and training Baptists to write their own church, 
association and state histories, Flynr said the cornmission is "creating a 
historical division worthy of our denomination." 

Baptist World Alliance General Secretary Gerhard Claas told messengets the 
Washington, D.C.-based organization had been instrumental during 1983 in obtain- 
ing permission to print 10,000 Russian New Testaments, 10,000 Russian con- 
cordances and 15,000 Russian hymnals for use eunong Soviet Baptists. 

In addition, the alliance, a group of 127 autonomous Bapt i s t  convention@/ 
unions of which Southern Baptists are the largest cooperating convention, 
bought copying machines far Baptist8 in the Soviet Union, Romania and Hungary. 

Printing of Chrlerian literature is often prohibited or limited, but copy 
machines will allow more wideepread distribution of materials in Eastern 
European countries, he explained. 

The alliance printed ~ussian editions of one Bible commentary and plans to 
translate and print Southern Bapt i s t s '  Broadman Conrmentaries Into Russian 
during 1984, he added. 

Claas encouraged Baptists t o  attend the 15th international meeting of the 
Baptist World Alliance, alated for July 2-7, 1985 in Loa Angeles, Calif., t o  
meet Baptists from other sections of the world. 



TZt&??--~hursda~ a£ ternoon - repurts/busineas 
Reports on the denomination's calendar and press were adopted with- 

out qu stion. Two moffons regarding SBC stands on abortion brought up 
during the morning bus5ness session were referred to the SBC Christian 
Life Cadssion, the denomination' s agency for moral concerns. Actions 
taken on the motions by the CLC are to be reported at the 1985 SBC meeting 
in Dallas. 

The final business seesion went so smoothly that for the first time 
during the three-day SBC meeting, messengers found themselves with too much 
time for discussion and nothing to discuss. 

Hollis  E. Johnson, 111, executive secretary-treasurer of the  Southern 
Baptist Fo~dation,volunteered t o  move his report fram the evening session 
and use the extra tAme to t e l l  mosengers that the foundation experienced 
the largest increase in its history during the 1983 fiscal year. 

The institution's statistical highlight of the year was a net increase 
in assets of more than $5.6 million,  hiking total assets at year's end t o  
$34,808,916, a 19.3 percent growth for the year and, the greatest percentage 
increase in 25 years. 

Hollis emphasized the need far Southern Baptists t o  include Baptist 
causes in their wills, pledging "to continue prudent use" of Baptists' gif  ta .  

Convention theme interpretet Lewis Drmmond, Billy Graham professor 
of evangelism at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky., 
reminded messengers that Christians of the first century experiked revival 
because they were united, a lesson that 1984 SBC conventioneers must put 
In to  practice. 

IEe also maintained that Baptists must-remember that "our greatness is 
not in our buildings, budgeto. Our glory is in the dynamic l iv ing  presence 
of the mighty God who can revive and can restore and can love." 

Drumnwnd encouraged Baptists t o  bridge the rifts within the danoraina- 
tion, relying on God's love t o  heal factions withiri SBC life and empower 
Baptists t o  get on with the work of Bold Wsaion Thrust. 

"We've juat got: t o  get right with God," he stated, "It really i s  that 
simple. " 

By Michael Tuttsrow: S : 4 J  p.m. Thursday 



News Roam 
Southern Baptist Convention 

June 12-14, 1984 
Room 209 East 

Bartle Convention Center 
Kansas City, Missouri 

(816) 346-0624 

Wilmer C. Fields 
SBC Press Representative 

Dan Martin 
News Room Manager 

Craig Bird 
Photo and Features Manager 

News 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELIWE 

SRC Wuadup 

KANSAS CITY, June 14--~ltracanservatives within the Southern Baptist  Convent ion 
~ o l i d i f i e d  their grip on the nation's largest non-Catholic denomination here this week 
by electing as president a strongly conservative Atlanta pastor and brushing aside 
every challenge from denominational moderates to  replace new trusteea r o  denomlnatlonal 
agencies. 

In other litmus tests of theix growing strength, the ultraconservatives pushed 
through strongly worded statements opposing the ardination of women and condemning 
abortion and eecular humanism. 

Moderates i n  the 139-year-old denomination left Bartle Convention Center licking 
the wounds of one defeat after another.ae the ultraconservatives--who refer to them- 
selves as biblical inerrantists--won every key vote save one. 

In that action, messengers narrowly turned back an effort to withdraw funding 
from the embattled Baptist  Joint Committee on Public Affairs, a dendnat iona l  agency 
,U Zaahington, D , C . ,  that represents the SBC and eight other Baptist bodies i n  church- 
sta te  affairs, 

Chaxles Stanley, 51-uear-old paetor of First Baptist Church, Atlanta, and aut- 
going president of the influential Southern Bapt is t  Pastors' Conference, won a first- 
ballot victory in  the presidential election Tuesday, easily defeating moderate cendi- 
aate Grady.C, Cothen, of Pass Christian, Miss,, and outgoing f irst  vice pres ident  
John S1111ivan of Shreveport , La. 

A committed inerrantist (one who believes the Bible is truth without error of 
any kind), Stanley won 52 percent of the vote, a surprisingly strong showing in a 
year when moderates had geared up for w h a t  was  supposed t o  be their strongest: 
challenge to  date i n  the five-year-old struggle for control of the 14.1-millis~mem- 

". 

h e r  body.. 

Bath p a r t i e s  epent months preparing for the showdown through maeaive telephone 
calling and precinct-type orgadzing to  get out the vote, 

Although the inerrantisrs have used those tactics for the past f ive years, this 
was the first significant ~ u c h  effort by the mderares, who came here claiming as 
wany as 8,000 votes for Cothen. 

At a news conference following his election, Stanley repeated the etatement 
ivzde by every inerrantist president beginning with Adrian Rogers of Memphis in 
1979 that no faction was responsible for his victory. He, said further he had not 
-1~cided t o  enter the race until an early morning prayer meeting in a hotel room when 
:'-ad told h i m  he should. 

Stanley's answers t o  a battery of questions left no doubt that on. a wide 
r a g e  of church and social issues he is a committed conservative, as he af- 
firmed inerrancy, opposed ordfnation of women and endorsed a constttutfonal 
ixmart-t an schaol prayer. 

The Atlanta pastor, sducat d at  the University o f  Richmond and Sauthwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, was a founding directar of Jerry Falwell's Moral 
Majority, Inc., and is presentlp a director of ,another yew Right organizationl 
The Roundtable. He holds a. doctorate from Luther Rice Theological Seminary, 
ii Florida inst i tut ian not camected to the SBC. 

-more- 
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Conservatives also succeeded in electing Zig Z i g l a r ,  a motivational 
s p e c i a l i s t  from Dallas, as convention first vice  president. He won in a 
run-off with Donald Wideman, a Kansas City pastor, who later won election in 
another run-off as second vice president. Reelected to the ir  eighth term se 
recording and registration secretaries respect ive ly ,  were Martin B. Bradley and 
Lee Porter, bath of Nashville. 

Aside from electians, the Kansas C i t y  contest for control of the denomina- 
tion was symbolized i n  moderates' unsuccessful effort  to replace Houston judge 
Paul Pressler, unofficial head of the ultraconservatives, with Dallas pastor 
Bruce McIver on the powerful Executive Committee. That body, with  offices in 
Nashville, receives and allocates Cooperative Program funds and performs myriad 
functions for the convention between annual, sessions. 

Pressler, who along with Dallas theologian Paigc Patterson announced five 
years ago their intention to  gain control of the denomination by electing 
SBC presidents whose appointments would permit inerrantista to gain control  
of denominational agencies, reacted angrily to the effort to replace him. 
Witnesses said he demanded an explanation from Amarillo, Tsxas,.pastor Winfred 
Moores who nominated McZver, i n  a confrantation outside the convention center. 

Besides the challenge to Pressler, moderates also sought unsuccessfully 
to replace three other Committee on Boards nominees, but were easily defeated. 

Feelings also ran high over t h e  volatile question of ordaining women, an 
issue heretofore avoided by messengers to annual meetings who had l e f t ,  the 
matter alone i n  deference to loca l  churches. 

This time, however, the ultraconservatives succeeded in having a sympathetic 
resolutions committee bring a statement opposing women as pastors and deacons. 
Dejected women ministers i n  attendance pledged to  continue their battle far 
recognition in the giant SBC* 

In another res.olutian, messengers "expressed opposition t o  abortion and called 
for paesagc o f  a constitutianal amendment: to ban the practice except in instances 
when the life of the mother i s  endangered. The statement also asked Southern Baptists 
t o  quiz their physicians on the matter, asking them whether they perform abortions 
or refer patients to other doctors who do, 

1 

Secular humanism was condemned as a "naturalis t i c "  philosophy that "regard (s) 
human beings as lords of truth and Light," and that has resulted in the irrelevancy 
of relotioa i n  modern America. The statement condemned the teaching of evolution to 
the exclusion of "scientific creationism" i n  public school classrooms and castigated 
the mass media for its concentration on "hedonism." 

Other statements endorsed "equal access" leg i s la t ian  t o  give groups of students 
who want to meet on public  school premfses for religious purposes equal standing with 
other groups who meet far non-academic, extracurricular activit ies  and asked Congress 
to exempt churches and church institutions from provisions of the Civil Ughta,\P;ct of 
1984 rqlating to sex discrimination. 

S t i l l  othexs among the adopted resolutions included condemnations of alcoholic 
beverages, drunk driving and cigarette smoking. Another objected to President: ~eagan' s 
reestablishment of U,S, diplocatic relations with the Vatican. 

Af rer a brief debate,  messengers adopted a special committ ee l  s reconmendation that 
members of Southern Bapt i s t  congregaribns in Canada not be seated at: the annual session. 
But ft also provides for major new evangelistic outreach in the cauntsy's northern 11 

neighbor. 

In other business actians, the convention handled a host of ml;scellaneous notions 
by referring moat to denominational agencies. Among these was a pair designed t o  
force the SBC Christian L i f e  Commission to oppose abortion mare forcefully. 

hother motion, sent to  t h e  Executive Committee for study, would establish an 
office of governmental affairs in Washington in addition t o  the Baptist Joint Com- 
ittee an Public A£ fairs. 

Another, asking more tlme for business sessions at the annual mketing, waa re- 
ferred t o  the Order of Business Camittee. The action came after numerous messsngers 

-more- 
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expressed frustration at dealing with complicated matters in short business sessions. 

For the second consecutive year, messengers approved by-law changes to require names 
of persons appointed to the Committee on Committees and Committee on Resolutions to be 
released through B a p t i s t  Press at least 45 d a y s  before the annual meeting. In the 
future, the by-law change prescribes, resolutions must be submitted by the conclusion 
of the first day of the convention session. 

Messengers also rejected e f f o r t s  to  condition election to SBC o f f i c e s  and trus- 
tee s l o t s  on the level of contributions to the Cooperative Program. A fal l -back 
motion t o  amend the SBC constitution to insure that future officers and trustees come 
from churches that give a certain percentage to the Cooperative Program was referred t o  
the Executive Committee. 

Also rejected was a motion asking a special 10-member committee to study ways t o  
reduce tension and foster reconciliation in t h e  denomination. Opponents felt  t h e  
messengers should handle the problem an the convention floor. 

Debate over funding of the B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Cornmitree came early Tuesday, when 
what is ordinarily the routine approval of the Cooperative Program budget 
turned into a testy argument over the role of t h e  Washington-based agency. 
Criticism of the BJC by ultraconservatives has centered on the group's op- 
position to President ~eagan's proposed school prayer amendment, a measure de- 
feated in the U . S .  Senate last March. 

The charge t a  withdraw funding was l e d  by Dallas  attorney Ed Drake, an 
Executive Committee member who moved t o  amend the $130 million 1984-85 budget 
by real locat ing  the $411,436 line i t e m  for the BJC. After the move failed by 
52-48 percent b a l l o t  vote, the budget was rout ine ly  adapted. 

Of the $130 million, $118 million is for the basic operating budget, nearly 
$7 mil l ion  is fo r  capital  needs and just over $5 mil l ion  is a "challenge1' budget. 

Other bright spats for moderates came after t h e  crucial votes,  when on 
Wednesday morning Southern Baptist Theological Seminary president Roy Honeycutt 
defended his own b1blical.conservatism to the cheers of the messengers. He had 
been challenged by a messenger who questioned Honeycutt's commitment to an 
inerrant Bible. 

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary president Russell R .  Dilday, 
who delivered the convention sermon, rebuked inerrantists in thinly-vieled 
exhortations to seek "higher gound" by leaving the "misty flats" of "suspicion, 
rumor, criticism, innuendoes, guilt by association and the en t l r e  demonic family 
of forced uni formi ty .  " 

He also decried the surrender of individualism in Baptist life in favor of 
by those he called " a  coterie of the orthodox watching to catch a brother in a 
statement that sounds heretical ,  carelessly categorizing churches as liberal 
or fundamentalist, unmindful of the effect tha t  c r i t i c i s m  may have on Cod's work." 

Dilday also  warned that the Baptist commitment to separation of church and 
state is threatened when religious leaders seek help from government in 
achieving religious ends. 

Inspirational moments during the three-day gathering included the launching 
of ACTS, the American Christian Television System, and BTN, the new television 
ministry of the Baptist Sunday School Board. 

ACTS, a network of the SBC Radio and Television Commission, is designed 
as a Christian alternative to commercial TV, while BTN is a service t o  local 
congregations for Christian education and t rainLng,  

Messengers also  heard reports from each of the denomination's 19 boards 
and commissions, highlighted by colorful presentations by the Home and 
Foreign Mission Boards. The annual meeting attracted 17,085, making it the 
fifth largest in the 139-year-old history of the convention. 

At next year's June 11-13 session in Dallas, Charles Fuller, pastor o f  
First Bapt i s t  Church, Roanoke, Va., will preach the convention sermon, Grady 
Wilson, a North Carolina evangelist, is alternate preacher. 

By Stan Hastey: 6:10 p.m. Thursday 
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Romans 1:14-16 

The President's Address 
"Debtors to the World" 

by James T. Draper, Jr. 

James T. Draper, Jr., 48, native of Hartford, Arkan- 
sas, has been pastor of First Baptist Church, Euless, 
TX, since November, 1975. He is the son and grand- 
son of Southern Baptist preachers. He married Carol 
Ann Floyd and they have three children: Randy, 
Bailey and Terri. Draper's education includes the 
B.A. degree from Buylor University, Waco, TX.  
Formerly he was pastor of churches in Texas, Mis- 
souri and Oklahoma: Steep Hollow in Bryan, TX; 
Iredell in Irdell, TX; Temple in Tyler, TX; University 
Park, Sun Antonio, TX; Red Bridge in Kansas Cit-y, 
MO; and First Southern, Del City, OK. He has 
served as president of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion for two terms, 1982-83 and 1983-84. 

In one of the most penetrating statements ever made, 
the Apostle Paul commanded "Owe no may anything, but 
to love one another" (Rom. 13:8). In the context of the 
passage he was telling the Christians in Rome to give to 
everyone what is due them,. taxes to whom taxes are due, 
tribute to whom tribute is due, reverence to whom rever- 
ence is due and honor to  whom honor is due (Rom. 13:7). 
And, we are to  give love to each other. It is a compelling 
thought that we are to  give to all their due and thus be 
indebted to none. 

Yet, the same Apostle declared earlier, "I am debtor 
both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the 
wise, and to  the unwise" (Rom. 1: 14). Though he urged us 
to "owe no man," he declared that he was a debtor to all 
mankind. There was a debt that he would always be 
paying. That was the debt of the Gospel. He owed the 
Gospel to the world! That is why Paul continued, "So, as 
much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you 
that are at Rome also. For I am not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth" (Rom. 1:15-16). The Southern 
Baptist Convention stands in the same place as the great 
Apostle. We are debtors to the world. We owe the world 
the Gospel! 

The last recorded words of Jesus Christ before His 
ascension were, "but ye shall receive power, after that the 
Holy Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth" (Acts 
1:8). The final words of Jesus reflect the thing which was 
uppermost in His heart and mind. That thing was the 
witness of the Gospel to the ends of the earth. 

We are not taking this command very seriously today. 
We have talked about BOLD MISSION, But we are not 
bold! We cannot pay this debt of the Gospel casually. It 
must be the heartbeat of our lives. Yet, every year we lose 
ground in our own land. In 1954 we baptized 396,857 with 
total membership of 8,169,491. The population of the 
United States was 163,000,000. In 1983 we baptized 
394,606 with total membership of 14,185,454. The popula- 
tion of the United States is approximately 235,000,000. 
That does not reflect a boldness about our debt to our 
own country. 

Look at it another way. Total income in Southern 
Baptist churches last year was $3.37 billion. The total debt 
of Southern Baptist churches is $1.4 billion and the annual 
debt payment is $342,864,429. Compare that with total 
Cooperative Program receipts of $272,571,144. And re- 
member that at least one-half of the Cooperative Program 
receipts remain in our state conventions. The amount of 
our Cooperative Program funds going to Foreign Missions 
last year was $48,745,954 and to  Home Missions was 
$19,395,664. Our total gifts to  Foreign Missions were 
$1 10,029,263 and our total gifts for Home Missions was 
$43,279,115. While these represent great amounts of 
money, in comparison to our income and debt, they reveal 
that we have not really become bold and aggressive about 
our debt of the Gospel to the world. 

God's heartbeat is clearly seen. "The Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise, as some men counted slackness; 
but is long-suffering to us-ward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance" 
(2 Pet. 3:9). 

I. THE RISK 
Our debt involves being willing to risk all to give the 

Gospel to the world. We have become so comfortable in 
our land today. Our buildings are planned in intricate 
detail. Our choirs are beautifully robed. Our ministers are 
proper and well-trained. Our ministers are efficiently con- 
ducted. Our denomination is stable, strong and growing. 
But what have we risked to share the Gospel? At what 
point have we been even inconvenienced? The truth is that 
most of our church programming is planned for the 
convenience of the membership. 

We talk about BOLD MISSION, but we have not been 
bold. We have not been willing to risk to spread the 
Gospel. When the church at  Jerusalem sent Judas 
Barnabas and Silas to accompany Paul and Barnabas to 
Antioch following the Jerusalem Council, they were de- 
scribed as "men who have risked their lives for the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 15:26 NAS). Southern 
Baptists must become people like that! 

I stood 9,000 miles from here just seven weeks ago and 
stood in the hall of a missionary residence when a phone 
call came from the missionary's daughter in Texas telling 
of losing a child early in pregnancy. The daughter had a 
child born dead last year and was so counting on the safe 
arrival of this child. I watched as the weight of their 
emotion weighed heavily upon their shoulders and listened 
as they tried to comfort their daughter across those miles. 
To be obedient to God they had risked being unable to 
comfort their own daughter in a critical time of need. And 
on another continent that risk became reality. But, what 
have 1 risked? 

I stood in the front yard of another mission home in 
another country and watched military helicoptors from a 
neighboring country less than 250 yards away. They had 
come to help control the raiding and killing among tribes- 
men in that area. And our missionaries have planted their 
lives there. But what have I risked? 



irresponsibility today. None of us has perfectly assumed Through all the violence in Lebanon, right at 20 South- 
ern Baptist missionaries have remained to  minister to 
those people at great risk to their personal safety. But 
what have I risked? 

I prayed with the young wife of a man imprisoned for 
his faith in Jesus Christ in another country. I observed the 
tremendous commitment in her life. I realized that to 
follow Jesus Christ in that place required a willingness to  
risk everything. But what have I risked? 

Across the great urban and pioneer areas of this land 
the same commitment is seen. Risking isolation from 
family and friends, separated from the security of the 
Bible belt, many in our native land are standing tall to 
share the Gospel of Christ. But what have I risked? 

I do not point an accusing finger at anyone else. But 
each of us must face these questions: How serious am I 
about the Gospel? What have I risked to tell the good 
news? Our debt to the world involves risk? 

11. THE RESPONSIBILITY 
This debt we owe to the world is not an option for us. It 

is our mandate from God. That is why it is so vital to our 
work of cooperation together. We may call it missions or 
evangelism, but it is an inescapable responsibility. God has 
placed it upon us. "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is 
a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new. And all things are of God, who 
ha th  reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 
given to us the ministry of reconciliation; to wit, that God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed 
unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you 
by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to  
God" (2 Cor. 5: 17-20). 

That is our assignment from God. We are to be part of 
the reconciling, redemptive plan of God. That i s  our 
primary assignment. Everything we do should point men 
to  the Gospel. Every endeavor in ministry, instruction, 
etc., must be instruments for communicating the Gospel! 

None of us is doing so well in carrying out this re- 
sponsibility that we can accuse another. Even though 
some of our churches are baptizing large numbers of 
people, we are not really making an inroad into the great 
unchurched population of this land! 

And yet we condemn each other. The churches with 
fewer numbers condemn the "super" churches. And the 
churches with more members chide the "smaller" churches. 
But, big isn't better-and little isn't better either! It is 
faithfulness that God requires of us all. We are all to sow 
seed, cultivate and harvest. Some labor where the harvest 
is light, others where it is bountiful. The key is our 
commitment to sharing the Good News and proclaiming 
the Gospel. Regardless of the harvest, we must be faithful 
in the sowing of our witness. As we do that we can rejoice 
in the faithfulness of the witness, whether the result be 
sowing or reaping. But one thing is clear, every pastor, 
every Christian should be faithfully sharing personal wit- 
ness of the saving Grace of Jesus Christ. The reason some 
of us feel condemned and threatened by the "numbers" of 
others is not that our numbers are small, but that we 
know we have not made sharing the Gospel a priority in 
our lives. We have a mandate from our God. 

That is our responsibility as Southern Baptists. We 
must never let "ministry" be a cover-up for laziness, 
disobedience or indifference. We need to confess our sin of 

thatresponsibility. None of us is so righteous as to stand 
in judgment of another. "Who are you to judge the servant 
of another'? To his own master he stands or falls; and 
stand he will, for the Lord is able to make him stand" 
(Rom. 14:4 NAS). 

Our debt to the world involves responsibility. Each of 
us is responsible. Each pastor is responsible. Each church 
is responsible. And this denomination is responsible to 
make the heart of its program and ministry the proclama- 
tion of the Gospel to  this lost world. One thing is certain; 
we cannot escape our personal responsibility by sending 
our money. We cannot pay others to do what is our 
responsibility. It involves both doing and giving! 

111. THE REALITY 
We must face the reality about ourselves. We brag 

about 14 million plus members, but we do not know 
where 25% of them are. Another 25% never attend. 
Another 30% are fringe members. Less than 20% of most 
congregations constitute its base of support. What is reality 
for us? Are we really on a BOLD MISSION? Are we 
really serious a,bout preaching the Gospel, winning the lost 
and evanglizing the world'? 

But someone says, "Everything we do is evangelism." 
NO! A thousand times NO! Everything we do should lead 
to evangelism, but everything is not evangelism. Evangel- 
ism is preaching, teaching, sharing the Gospel with the 
specific intent of leading the hearer to personal faith in 
Jesus Christ. Everything we do should lead to that type of 
experience. 

w e  must face the realitv about ourselves. We have lost 
much of our credibilitv ;o our world. For instance. we 
have all decried the po;ential for nuclear holocaust i n  our 
world. Though we may differ about how to avoid such a 
tragedy, we all stand united against the evil of global war. 
In all of our wars this century we have lost 636,925 
individuals. Beginning with the Revolutionary War and 
coming down to the present we have seen 1,160,581 killed 
in all the wars in our history (1982 World Book). How 
tragic we say, Surely we must prevent war. But where is 
the outcry over the legalized killing of over 17 million 
innocent pre-born children in the last 11 years? Abortion 
has become a crime of enormous proportions in America. 
We have been content to pass a few innocuous resolutions 
about it, but as churches we have not been willing to deal 
with the problems of unwanted pregnancies. We should 
have a massive ministry of education for expectant, unwed 
mothers, caring for them through pregnancy and birth, 
helping with adoption, etc. The reality is that the stance of 
the church has often been scarcelv different from that of 
our society. And that stance cannot lead us to effectively 
pay the debt we owe. 

Where is our outcry against the rising tidal wave of 
sensuality in our media today? On T V  the Christian 
community is routinely ridiculed. You will search in vain 
to find a positive picture of a Christian on television 
programs in the secular media today. Pornography in 
print has become a multi-billion dollar business. A study 
by Michigan State Police of 35,000 sex crimes in that state 
over a 20 year period found that 43% were pornography 
related. In one group of rapists, 57% said they tried out 
sexual behavior they had seen depicted in pornography. 
77% of child molesters of boys and 87% of child molesters 
of girls admitted to imitating sexual behavior modeled by 
pornography. And lest you think this problem is small, 



reports indicate that 1 of 4 girls and 1 of 10 boys will be 
molested by age lo! Child abuse and molestation is 
epidemic. ABC TV carried a program revealing that 50,000 
children disappear from their homes every year. 

50% of all crimes involve the use of alcohol at the time 
of the crime (Bureau of Justice Statistics, U. S. Department 
of Justice). More than 22,500 people were killed last year 
by drunk drivers. Yet, where is our outcry and united 
voice against these atrocities? In these matters and others 
we have assumed the indifferent posture of our secular 
society. And such a stance does not lead us to be effective 
in paying our debt to this lost world. 

The reality is staggering. We have often become like this 
lost world. We must truly become "a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people, show- 
ing forth the praises of our God who has called us out of 
the darkness of sin into His marvelous light" (I Pet. 2:9). 

God has blessed Southern Baptists because we have 
been a people of God's Word. In years past we have loved 
a lost world and ulaced world-wide missions and evan- 
gelism at the heart of our work. But in recent years our 
commitment to this Gospel proclamation has lessened. We 
now often give lip service to evangelism and witnessing. 
We must again become "doers of the Word." We are 
debtors to all men and we must pay that debt. We must 
carry the Gospel to every person in this world. 

I challenge Southern Baptists to  pray about this man- 
date. The Wilton Baptist Church in Wilton, Connecticut, 
has organized a massive prayer-vigil. It is their dream that 
as a convention we would spend one year with a different 
church spending one hour that year in concerted prayer 
for our nation, our convention and for the spiritual 

awakening that we all desire. It would be such a small 
thing for any church to  spend one hour in one year! 
Surely we could join this pioneer church in the ~ o r t h e a s t  
in such a prayer vigil. 

Every church can develop a strategy for sharing Christ 
with every person in their area. Every church could begin 
praying for God to call from its membership individuals to 
serve as missionaries around the world. Imagine what an 
impact we could make if every one of our 36,000 churches 
had a missionary sent from its membership! We should 
pray to that end. 

And we must determine to increase the financial re- 
sources available to meet such a challenge. Every church 
giving a percentage share of its receipts could give the 
financial foundation to make BOLD MISSION truly a 
reality. 

Harold Cummins works among the very primitive 
Maasai tribe in Kenya. On one occasion he was witnessing 
in a new area, going from hut to hut. An old Maasai man 
followed him around and then offered to help him meet 
the people. And so he did. He took Harold from place to 
place introducing him to the people. At l eng th-~aro ld  
turned to  the old man and asked, "Why are you doing 
this? You have rejected Jesus Christ, why are you helping 
me?" At that moment the old man drove his spear in the 
ground in front of him and cried, "Reject Him! Reject 
Him! Reject Him! Why you haven't told me about Him!" 

We sometimes say that the world has rejected Christ. 
The world cries, "Reject Him! You haven't told me about 
Him!" 

Southern Baptists are debtors to the world. 
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ON HIGHER GROUND 
Convention Sermon 

by Russell H. Dilday, Jr. 

Russell H. Dilday, Jr., 53, president of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, TX, since 
1978, is a native of Amarillo, TX. Formerly he 
served as pastor of four churches-three in Texas, 
First Baptist, Antelope, First Baptist. Clifron and 
Tallowood in Houston and one in Georgia; Atlanta, 
Second Ponce de Leon. His educotion includes the 
bachelor of arts (English) from Baylor University, 
Waco, TX; and the B. D. and doctor of philosophy 
(religion) from Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, TX. 

INTRODUCTION 

The title of the message is taken from a well-known 
hymn: 

Lord, lift me up and let me stand, 
By faith on Heaven's table land, 
A higher plane than I have found, 
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground. 

The biblical text for the message is Philippians 3: 14, "1 
press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus," and Colossians 3:l-2, "lf then you 
were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above 
where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your 
mind on things above, not on things on the earth." 

The Bible repeatedly calls us upward to higher ground, 
to  turn our backs on the petty, the trivial, and the 
unworthy, and to take instead the high road of uncom- 
promising integrity. We are to stand on higher ground 
with the One who himself is High and Lifted up. 

To every man there openeth A Way, and Ways, and a 
Way, 
The High Soul climbs the High Way, 
The Low Soul gropes the Low, 
And in between, on the misty flats, 
The rest drift to and fro, 
And every man decideth, The Way his soul shall go. 
(John Oxenham) 

The challenge of the message to  this convention is that 
we obey the Word of God that calls us to  a more excellent 
way, and redeploy our messengers, our institutions, and 
our churches to God's table land where they belong. 

Our hearts have no desire to stay, 
Where doubts arise and fears dismay, 
Though some may dwell where these abound, 
Our prayer, our aim is Higher Ground. 

I. LETS TURN FROM FORCED UNIFORMITY TO 
THE HIGHER GROUND O F  AUTONOMOUS 
INDIVIDUALISM 

Baptists have stood tall in their courageous defense of 
individual autonomy. We call it "the priesthood of the 
believer," "the axiom of soul competency." It's that 
cherished truth that no one can stand between a person 
and God except the one mediator, Jesus Christ. No church, 
no priest, no ordinance, no creed, nothing but Jesus. Our 

heroes have been those rugged individuals who died for 
the right to answer to God for themselves and to  worship 
him as they pleased. 

We take that concept of individualism from the Bible. 
Psalms 49:7 says, "None of them can by any means 
redeem his brother nor give to God a ransom for him." 
God created us individually, and each of us is both 
responsible and free to live his own life. That's why Jesus 
asked the disciples in Matthew 16:13, not only "Whom do 
men say that I am?" but "Whom do  YOU say that I am?" 
And one of the clearest verses about individual autonomy 
is John 18:34, where Jesus confronted Pilate with the 
question, "Are you speaking for yourself, or did others tell 
you this?" 

But unfortunately, in contradiction to  the Bible, there 
are some among us who, fearful of standing alone, and 
determined to get ahead in denominational life, surrender 
that sacred privilege of individualism. They go along with 
the crowd, accepting the canned thinking of the majority. 
Swayed by public opinion, and glibly mouthing the 
popular cliches of the party in power, they are quick to 
espouse those causes that are in vogue. They cater to the 
powerful, play to the gallery, and flow with the tide. 

Isn't it a shame to be caught in the grip of a mentality 
like that? Even if only one person among us believes that 
"to get recommended to a better church you have to signal 
your loyalty to  the party in power by using certain flag 
words. If you disagree, you'll be labeled. Be careful who 
you sit with in the sessions or talk to in the halls. Watch 
out how they see you vote. You may have a deep convic- 
tion about the issue being decided, but you'd better raise 
your hand with the majority." Even if only one believes 
that, he is one too many. And over the dying ashes of 
autonomous individualism we will hear the probing 
question of Jesus, "Are you speaking for yourself, or did 
others tell you this?" 

But lost individualism is a two-sided coin. One side is 
the fear of standing alone, but the other side is the refusal 
to let another person stand alone. In his famous novel, 
George Orwell painted a grim picture of society in 1984, a 
society of forced uniformity. Everyone was obliged to 
mouth the party line or else. Spies listened and reported 
any diverse unorthodoxy to the Ministry of Truth. Indi- 
vidual disagreement was punished as heresy. 

Incredible as it sounds, there is emerging in this denom- 
ination built on the principle of rugged individualism, an 
incipient Orwellian mentality. It threatens to drag us down 
from the high ground t o  the low lands of suspicion, 
rumor, criticism, innuendoes, guilt by association and the 
rest of that demonic family of forced uniformity. I shudder 
when I see a coterie of the orthodox watching to  catch a 
brother in a statement that sounds heretical, carelessly 
categorizing churches as liberal or fundamentalist, uncon- 
cerned about the adverse effect that criticism may have on 
God's work. But surely this would never happen in our 
convention, would it? 

Three experiences I've had recently lead me to say it 



might happen here. Last year, a pastor publicly critiqued 
the book I wrote on Biblical Authority. It was a broadside 
criticism in which he disagreed vehemently with my 
position. That's O.K., except for the fact that he obviously 
misunderstood my position. Much of the criticism was so 
unjustified that it was obvious: he couldn't have read the 
book. I called him, he acknowledged that he wrote the 
criticism without having read the book for himself. I sent 
him a copy, and we eventually established an open relation- 
ship of discussion. But as I reflected on that experience, I 
couldn't help but remember the question of Jesus, *Are 
you speaking for yourself or did others tell you this'!" 

~llustration number two. We had on campus recently a 
preacher who during our recent controversies, has been 
very vocal in his defense of the denomination. He preached 
a powerful evangelistic sermon in chapel that moved our 
student body and visiting guests. There were rousing 
"Amens" and spontaneous ovations. After the service, one 
of our guests said to me, "I was really going to let you 
have it, Mr. President, for inviting that liberal to preach 
today, but I was wrong. That was a great message, but do 
you think he really believes what he preached today?" It 
was obvious the guest had let other people shape his 
opinion of our preacher, and I remembered the scripture, 
"Are you speaking for yourself or did others tell you this?" 
.Wumber three. A few years ago I attended one of those 

&le Conferences where criticism was so often leveled at 
&r seminaries. The rhetoric was especially hostile that 
l y .  Later, upon discovering I was present, some of those 
w o  spoke so strongly, came by to say, "I didn't have you 
tg mind. I'm not really with this crowd; I'm for you." 
Well, the disclaimers may have been sincere, but I couldn't 
help but remember the Biblical admonition in Colossians 
3':22, "Serve the Lard with singleness of heart, not with 
eyeservice as men-pleasers," and the passage: "Are you 
speaking for yourself or did others tell you this?" 

&ow much better to  be a Godly individualist who with 
e n  mind listens to all sides of an issue, prayerfully 
F a s u r e s  those issues by the Word of God, and then 
hjurnbly takes a position and stands courageously by it no 
matter what others think. How much better, like Luther, 
fwing abuse if necessary, to say, "Here I stand. I cannot 
& otherwise, God helping me." And how much better to 
allow that same freedom to others without pressing for 
lock-step uniformity. That's the rugged individualism to 
which the Bible calls us. And that's the higher ground 
where we Baptists have stood and where we need to  stand 
today. 

11. LET'S TURN FROM POLITICAL COERCION TO 
THE HIGHER GROUND O F  SPIRITUAL 
PERSUASION 

Jesus made it unmistakably clear by his commands and 
example that the power we are to employ in our work for 
him is not political o r  conscriptive power, but spiritual 
power. Consistently, Jesus tefused to use even subtle 
coercion in his mission. He rejected the low ground of 
political force and chose instead the higher ground of 
spiritual persuasion. 
Our Saviour wept over Jerusalem, but he never besieged 

it, never rallied its legislature or courts to favor his cause, 
never formed a political coalition to advance his kingdom. 
He preached, and prayed, and served, and loved, and t o ,  
the end$;be steadfastly rejected worldly force. Jesus chose 
the higher ground of spiritual pcrsuusion. 

Heaven's entire atlgelic army war at his command. With 

the snap of a finger, he could have brought Herod and , 
Pilate to their knees in surrender and enthroned himself as 
King in Jerusalem. But he didn't. John 6:15 says, "Per- 
ceiving then that they were about to come and take him by 
force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the 
mountain by himself." He came not to be an autocrat, but 
a servant leader. 

John 9:54 says that even though James and John thought 
it was a great idea, Jesus would not call down fire from 
heaven on those who disagreed with him. Respecting that 
fragile treasure of free will, Jesus refused to manipulate. 
coerce, or commandeer the people. He chose persuasion. 
reason, and love as his weapons. He who could wither a 
fig tree with a spoken rebuke, and with one word de-fang 
a howling windstorm into a whimpering breeze, would not 
force his will on others. Jesus could have pulled the trigger 
of his power and with one divine laser blast vaporized the 
ones who nailed him to the cross, but instead he prayed, 
"Father forgive them, for they know not what they do." 

In Matthew 26:52 Simon Peter drew his weapon in the 
garden, and Jesus rebuked him, "Put your sword back 
into its place, for all who take up the sword will perish by 
the sword." We can learn from that verse, for it may seem 
appropriate a t  times for us to enlist the civil powers of the 
state in our witness for Christ. But beware, that's the low 
road to the misty swamps, not the way to God's higher 
ground. 

Go ahead. Engage the government as your ally. Since 
you're a major political force today, and hold the power to 
influence Congress, breech the wall of separation and 
bend the guarantees of religious liberty a little bit so that 
your faith enjoys the support of the state. If the sword of 
Federal support is offered, grasp it and use it. But remem- . 
ber, our Lord said, "They that live by the sword shall die 
by the sword." 

Call on Big Brother in Washington to help you witness 
and worship, and Big Brother will trivialize your Lord, 
sanctioning his sacred birth as nothing more than a folk 
festival, giving Bethlehem's manger no more significance 
than Rudolph's red nose. Ask the Supreme Court to 
endorse your Christian faith, and they will relegate the 
virgin-born Jesus, the only begotten of the Father, the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, they will relegate him to 
the company of Santa Claus, Frosty the Snowman and 
Alvin the Caroling Chipmunk. 

Better to  have enemies who know who Christ is and 
detest him, than political friends in high places who classify 
the eternal incarnation with fairy tale symbols of godless 
folklore. 

No wonder Jesus said to Simon, the would-be swords- 
man, "Stop! No more of this! I need no political allies. Do 
you think that I cannot appeal to my father and he will at 
once put a t  my disposal more than twelve legions of 
angels? But I will not stoop to coercive arm twisting. Put 
away your sword; for all who take up the sword shall 
perish by the sword." 

Some day in the future. as so often in the past, other 
political forces, hostile t o  religious liberty, will hold the 
advantage. They will have the politics! clout you have 
today, and they may breech that crack you so casually 
made in the wall of separation, and circumvent the guar- 
antees you bra7enly bent a little bit, and they may steal 
away the liberty you carelessly abused. And future gen- 
erations of Americans will look back on our twentieth 
century and wonder what happened to that country which 
a Baptist musician described as "swcet land of liberty". 



h a k e  you e\.er studied the sad erpcrience of Ri ip l i5 t~  in 
* Germany during Hitler's rise to power? \17e who've ncier 

lived under a repressive regime like the Third Reich should 
be slow to condemn, but the lessons of their failure are so 
timely. Church historian Stephen Brachlow has a disturb- 
ing study you ought to read. 

German Baptists, rightly concerned about immorality in 
their country in the 1930's rallied behind Hitler's drive to 
rid society of pornography, prostitution, homosexuality, 
and other social sins. Deceived by the Orwellian double- 
speak of Nazi propoganda, and impressed with Hitler's 
righteous campaign against degenerates, and his pious 
commitment to  what he called "positive Christianity," 
German Baptists temporarily lost sight of their traditional 
antipathy toward establishment religion. They developed 
alliances with the government and received unprecedented 
privileges while other religious groups were being perse- 
cuted. As one Baptist leader put it, "the German Finance 
Ministry favored Baptist churches in tax matters and the 
Secret Police were uninterruptedly friendly." For the first 
time in 100 years German Baptists enjoyed the paternal 
care of their government. In contrast to  their forebears 
who had struggled as a persecuted minority, they were 
now the privileged ones. 

They dismissed the government restrictions placed on 
Lutheran and Evangelical congregations as divine judg- 
ment for the years they had harassed Baptist churches. So 
long as they remained unmolested by the authorities, these 
Baptists shrank from endangering their own privileged 
freedom by challenging the state. And they discovered too 
late that they were duped. 

Thc lesson is clear. Individual Baptists should be in- 
. volved as Christian citizens at every level of our demo- 

cratic processes of government, but only to  insure that 
personal freedom and justice are maintained, never to 
secure privileged support from the state nor encourage its 
entanglement in religious affairs. We must never give up 
our historic concern for religious liberty. Even when we 
find ourselves in positions of prominence and in league 
with the powerful, we must not fail to protect the freedom 
of the minorities who differ from us. . 

Oh twentieth century Baptists, where is your distinctive 
Biblical Message: "Render unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's and unto God the things that are God's'? Where 
is your voice so consistently raised in past days for religious 
liberty? Where is your ancient conviction that it is "not by 
might nor by power, but by God's spirit" that we conquer? 
We should put away the sword of government alliance and 
political clout, and reclaim instead our historical Baptist 
legacy of separation of church and state. We must choose, 
as Jesus did, to employ only spiritual weapons. For 
Baptists stand tallest when we look not to a benevolent 
uncle in Washington, but to an omnipotent father in 
Heaven. Let's turn from political coercion to the higher 
ground of Spiritual Persuasion. 

111. LETS TURN FROM EGOTISTIC SELF-INTEREST 
TO THE HIGHER GROUND OF CHRIST-LIKE 
HUMILITY 

Who can forget that embarrassing incident ,in Mark 
10:37 when James and John asked their special favor of 
Jesus. He had just predicted in graphic detail how he 
would soon be crucified, how they would mock him, 
scourge him, spit on him, and kill him. And d o  you 
remeniber how James and John responded to that solemn 

prcdiit~on'? The! said to Jesus, "Grant us that we ma?, s ~ t ,  
one on your right hand and the other on your left in your 
glory." Incredible! In fact, it seems Jesus was always 
catching the disciples at each other's throats about who 
was the greatest. No wonder the Holy Spirit inspired Paul 
to write in Philippians 2:3-7: 

Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 
another better than himself. Let each of you look out 
not only for his own interest, but also for the interests 
of others. Let this mind *be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus, who being in the form of God, did not 
consider equality with God something to  be grasped, 
but emptied himself by taking the form of a 
servant . . . 
The moment we imitate James and John in looking for 

personal advancement, or the moment we imitate the 
Pharisees in seeking the chief seats, in that moment we are 
bogged down in the muddy flats of egotistic self-interest. 
But the moment we imitate Jesus, let his lowliness of mind 
be our example, in that moment we climb to  the higher 
ground of Christ-like humility. 

Weren't you shocked to read that the U.S. government, 
following the military rescue mission in Grenada, awarded 
8614 decorations for bravery in action? We were shocked 
because only 7000 troops were involved in the fighting, 
Many of the medals for bravery under fire went to  
bureaucrats in the Pentagon or Fort Bragg who sat behind 
desks and were never in danger. We really know how to 
congratulate ourselves, don't we? Somebody said God 
created us with our arms out in front to make it almost 
impossible to pat ourselves on the back, but we learned to 
do it anyway. We're experts a t  giving ourselves medals, 
promoting our own careers, and looking out for number 
one. 

I had lunch a while back with a famous television 
evangelist who is often introduced as "The Next Billy 
Graham." His secretary called to ask if 1 would please 
arrange for a private room. She said the evangelist was so 
well-known that he could never eat in a public restaurant. 
His fans would mob him and interrupt his meal. Well, it 
sounded a little presumptuous, but I followed her sugges- 
tion for privacy. 

However, I couldn't help but remember my moment of 
glory a few years ago in Atlanta when I entertained the 
REAL Billy Graham. The crusade committee asked me to 
arrange a golf game and a luncheon one Monday. I was 
really excited. The best clubs were closed on Mondays, so 
I pulled strings and enlisted the famous golf pro at the 
Atlanta Country Club to open his course just for Dr. 
Graham and our foursome. Then I set up an elegant 
luncheon in one of Atlanta's best restaurants. 

But when 1 called Dr. Graham to tell him my plans, do 
you know what HE asked me to arrange? After hearing 
my suggestions, he thanked me, but humbly asked if we 
might make some changes. He would rather play at a 
public golf course and eat at a cafeteria near the hotel. I 
couldn't believe it. 

When I picked him up, Dr. Graham had on an old golf 
cap and dark sun glasses, we played on the sorriest golf 
course in Atlanta, right under the flight path of the 
Airport. Then, believe it or not, we pushed our trays 
through the line at Morrisons Cafeteria for lunch. There 1 
was fighting an irresistible urge to point to this man in 
golf cap and sun glasses to  say t o  everybody, "Do you 
know who this is? Do you know who I'm with?" No one 



11, o g t l i / ~ J  1111ll unt~l !df-way through the meal. and he 
gt L L ~ C ~  one  ncl\ ous intruder graciously and kind]). 
The c o t l t t d s t  between the two men was startling. One 
ualkeJ in  :he misty flats of self interest, the other walked 
on higher ground. 

What do you think Jesus, who rebuked James and John 
for their petty self-promotion, would say about our blatant 
scramble for denominational chief seats today? It sounds 
so much like the egotistic self-interest of the Sons of 
Thunder, doesn't it? "We've been left out, it's our turn to 
be elected, put us on the boards and committees, give us 
the positions." When proud brokers of power manipulate 
the democratic processes of this convention in order to 
promote themselves, they've slipped from the high ground 
to  the misty swamps of selfish ambition and conceit. And 
the Bible says, "Let nothing be done through selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem another better than himself." 

What ever happened to the biblical concept of servant 
leadership? Lloyd Elder is right when he says we must 
examine our denominational reward system. We have so 
glamorized some standards of success that the other 
standards which are so essential to winning our world to 
Christ have been overlooked. Dr. Elder said: 

Right now the reward system is based not on faith- 
fulness, but largeness and notoriety. You have to 
make it to the headlines in order t o  be recognized 
among the brethren as being faithful in ministry. 
Super churches are important, but we must begin to  
recognize the super work being done by untold 
thousands in smaller congregations. 
We don't need "king of the mountain" competition 

today, we need compassionate cooperation. God didn't 
put us here to see through each other. He put us here to 
see each other through. I Peter 55-6 says, "All of you by 
submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, 
for God resisteth the proud, but gives grace to  the humble. 
Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of 
God, that he may exalt you in due time." 

The first chapter of John's Gospel describes the first 
man to carry the name Baptist. He was the forerunner of 
Jesus. Jesus called him the greatest man who ever lived. 
But look again at that first chapter. Every reference to 
John the Baptist is one of personal depreciation. Verse 8 
says: "he was NOT that light, but was sent to bear witness 
of that light." In verse 15 John the Baptist says of himself, 
"He who comes after me was before me. He has a higher 
rank than I have." He claims in verse 27: "He who comes 
after me is preferred before me. His sandal straps I am not 
worthy to unlatch." 

John's enemies thought it would make him jealous when 
they told him in Chapter 10 that Jesus was baptizing more 
people than he was. (What would some of our preachers 
say if they were told that a neighboring pastor reported 
more baptisms than they did?) John's response was, "I 
must decrease; He must increase." In John 1:20 a dele- 

gation from Jerusalem asked him. "Who are you?" His 
reply: "1 am NOT the Christ. I'm not the Prophetl'4'm not 
even Elijah. 1 am a voice."-literally a PHONO-that's 
all, a voice. 

Ask a compass, "Are you north?" No answer; it just 
swings it faithful arrow toward the magnetic pole and 
points. Ask John, "Are you the light?" No answer, he just 
points to  Jesus and says, "Behold the Lamb of God." John 
made humility a sacred art form. He never filed an IRS 
tax return, but if he had, his "personal depreciation 
schedule" would have been a classic! 

But isn't it a shame today when a person becomes the 
focus of his own ministry? When self-promotion, autocratic 
leadership styles and success goals become our highest 
priorities? Or  worse, isn't it tragic when a church begins to 
worship its pastor instead of the Lord who called him, 
focusing on the herald instead of the King. No matter how 
great your pastor is, he's not the light, he's just a PHONO, 
just a voice pointing to the true light, announcing the King 
whose sandals none of us is worthy to unlatch. 

Let's reclaim that vanishing quality of humility that was 
personified by Jesus and lived out so convincingly by 
John, the first Baptist. Let's turn from egotistic self- 
interest to the higher ground of Christ-like humility. 

? 
Conclusion 

9 
When Nehemiah, the cupbearer to  King Artaxtrltesi# 

was busy obeying God's command to  rebuild the wall& 
around Jerusalem, he was tempted to  turn from his l o f t 6  
work to take up lesser pursuits. His response to  that 
temptation is the one I pray Southern Baptists will give. 
It's in Nehemiah 6:3, "I am doing a great work and 1 
cannot come down. Why should the work stop while I 
leave it and come down to you?" 

Stay on the heights, Southern Baptists. You're'doing + 
great work. Stay close to the Lord and to the task he ha+ 
called you to  perform. Be faithful to your historic heritage. 
Don't dabble in controversies or exhaust your energie% 
arm-wrestling for denominational control. This c~nvent ioq ,~  
is too valuable to  let it become a volleyball bounced bat$ 
and forth across the political net by shrewd game p l a y e w  
Stay on higher ground of spiritual persuasion, autonomous 
individualism, the Christ-like humility where you belong. 

Shakespeare was right, "They that stand high have 
many blasts to shake them." But when we stand high with 
Christ those blasts will not be jealous pot-shots we lob at 
each other; they will be Satan's blasts hurled against a 
united family of faith. And we won't be afraid, because 
we'll be with the one who promised to  make us more than 
conquerors. Well be on higher ground. 

So, Southern Baptists, our prayer should be: 
Lord, lift us up and let us stand, 
By faith, on heaven's table land, 
A higher plan than we have found, 
Lord, plant our feet on higher ground. 
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Introduction 

"Ichabod." What a word! What a situation! The glory is 
departed; God is gone. When the affair started, the 
Israelites never thought it would come to this. Was not 
God supposed to be with them? After all, they were His 
people. He had been among them before. What does it all 
mean, this lchabod drama? How could it have happened'? 

But then, neither did our early American spiritual fore- 
fathers realize what could happen when an "Ichabod 
situation" sets in. God had surely been among them 
before. In 1734 that godly, brilliant, scholarly young 
pastor, Jonathan Edwards, had begun impacting the people 
of Northampton, Massachusetts, Congregational Church 
in a new way. His grandfather Solomon Stodard, who had 
preceeded him as pastor, experienced three significant 
revivals in his effective ministry. But Northampton deeply 
needed another touch from God. In '34 the fire fell, 
especially upon the young people. The glow subsided to 
some extent in the next six years, then in the early 1740's 
the great British preacher George Whitefield sailed to New 
England and the full revival broke. What a man, what a 
prophet Whitefield was. He could be heard distinctly and 
clearly in the open air by over 30,000 people. And that 
statistic is provided by the astute mathematical calculations 
of meticulous Benjamin Franklin who profoundly admired 
the English evangelist. 

In those days of God's power it was almost as if 
Jonathan Edwards and George Whitefield joined hands 
and reached around the whole eastern seaboard, embracing 
it for Jesus Christ. Through their preaching, along with 
other giants, God gave to our country the First Great 
Awakening. How I wish time allowed to tell the glory of 
those days. Thousands came to Christ as God mightily 
revived his entire church. Those were the glory years in 
early America. 

Edwards and Whitefield were amazingly different from 
each other. Edwards was almost an intellectual recluse. He 
studied over eight hours every day. He read his sermons 
from a full manuscript. His handwriting was poor and his 
eyesight matched his penmanship. He would bury his face 
in his manuscript, rarely looking at his congregation as he 
preached. What a picture: There he stood in his high box 
pulpit, droning out "Sinners in the Hand of an Angry 
God," never looking up at the people while they writhed in 

conviction, some even falling to the floor under the grip of 
the Holy Ghost. 

Whitefield: The exact opposite! He had a squinting left 
eye, so his detractors called him Dr. Squintum. But he was 
a man of such natural eloquence and beautiful flow of 
English that he has never been excelled, probably equalled 
only by C. H. Spurgeon. David Garrick, the great British 
actor of the time, said Whitefield could reduce an audience 
to  tears by merely saying the word "Mesopotomia." 
Whitefield traveled to America seven times, died on his 
last trip and is today buried under the pulpit of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Newburyport, Massachusetts. 

That was the season of America's First Awakening. God 
was among us as a nation. Never would the country be 
"Ichabod" again-they thought. But the Revolutionary 
War came a i d  went,-and with it went the revival. AS 
J .  Edwin Orr points out, by 1785: 

In the wake of the American Revolution there was 
a moral slump. Drunkenness became epidemic. Out 
of a population of five million, 300,000 were con- 
firmed drunkards: they were burying fifteen thousand 
of them each year. Profanity was of the most shock- 
ing kind. For the first time in the history of the 
American settlement, women were afraid to go out 
at night for fear of assault. Bank robberies were a 
daily occurrence. 

What about the churches? The Methodists were 
losing more members than they were gaining. The 
Baptists said that they had their most wintry season. 
The Presbyterians in general assembly deplored the 
nation's ungodliness. In a typical Congregational 
church, the Rev. Samuel Shepherd of Lennox, 
Massachusetts in sixteen years had not taken one 
young person into fellowship. The Lutherans were so 
languishing that they discussed uniting with Episco- 
palians, who were even worse off. The Protestant 
Episcopal Bishop of New York, Bishop Samuel 
Proovost, quit functioning; he had confirmed no one 
for so long that he decided he was out of work, so he 
took up other employment. The Chief Justice of the 
United States, John Marshall, wrote to the Bishop of 
Virginia, James Madison, that the Church "was too 
far gone ever to be redeemed." Voltaire averred, and 
Tom Paine echoed, "Christianity will be f'orgotten in 
thirty years." 

Take the liberal arts colleges at that time. A poll 
taken at Harvard had discovered not one believer in 
the whole of the student body. They took a poll at 
Princeton, a much more evangelical place: they dis- 
covered only two believers in the student body, and 
only five that did not belong to the filthy speech 
movement of that day. Students rioted. They held a 
mock communion at Williams College, and they put 
on anti-Christian plays at Dartmouth. They burned 
down the Nassau Hall at Princeton. They forced the 
resignation of the president of Harvard. They took a 
Bible out of a local Presbyterian church in New 
Jersey, and burned it in a public bonfire. Christians 



were so few on campus in the 1790s that they met in 
secret, like a communist cell, and kept their minutes 
in code so that no one would know. 

In case this is thought to be the hysteria of the 
moment, Kenneth Scott Latourette, the great church 
historian, wrote: "It seemed as if Christianity were 
about to be ushered out of the affairs of men." The 
churches had their backs to  the wall, seeming as if 
they were about to be wiped out. 

What had happened? The answer is simple, yet so 
profound. The Glory had departed: Ichabod. But had God 
truly gone? Was it all over? NO, for God in Revival 
Reveals Himself as Love; and love suffers long, never 
forsaking, always abiding. He always seeks in love to "heal 
our land," as Solomon promised in our theme text. The 
possibility of moving from "Ichabod" to "Ebenezer" is 
always there. God's reviving love invariably moves us in 
that direction. Our land can experience an  Ebenezer 
healing. "Ebenezer," there is another word. But more of 
that in a moment. First, realize that in the spiritual 
awakening: 

I. No Condition Contradicts God's Reviving Love. 

Patent is the fact that a person, a church, a whole 
denomination, can deteriorate. They can descend the same 
steps as did Israel of old under the priesthood of Eli and 
his sons, and it is a vicious spiral into "Ichabod." 

Step One: No powerful, visionary preaching. I Samuel 
3:l states, "The word of the Lord was rare in those days, 
there was no frequent vision." Yes, much preaching, but 
no real word of the Lord. Many ideas and schemes and 
plans and programs, but no "frequent vision." That always 
leads to: 

Step Two: The beginning of defeat. The poor deluded 
Israelites superficially thought they were secure in their 
schemes and limited vision of God. So out to  battle with 
the Philistines they presumptuously strode. I Samuel 4:2 
gives the results: "The Philistines slew about 4,000 men on 
the field of battle." "Ichabod" had begun. That moved 
Israel to: 

Step Three: Rationalization. The Elders held a council 
meeting. They asked, "Wherefore hath the Lord smitten us 
today before the Philistines?" (1 Samuel 4:3). So they 
began to  seek some answers. There were probably those 
who said, "Well, let's not get too uptight over this, we only 
lost 4,000 men. It could have been worse." I fear we can 
almost hear some Southern Baptists say today, "True, we 
have 6,000 churches reporting no baptisms this past year, 
but it could have been worse." 

Others of the Israelites, however, were emotionally upset, 
but not truly spiritually disturbed. What to do, they cried. 
We are supposed to be God's victorious people. Why did 
God permit this? Right then they made an  even more 
tragic mistake than the rationalizing group. They decided 
to get God among them by their own humanistic devices. 
In a superstitious faith concept, they visualized God's 
presence as being in and around the Ark of the Covenant. 
They actually thought they had God in that box. What a 
line of reasoning! As Alexander McClaren said, "They 
had learned the ABC of their history." (McClaren, 
Exposition of the Holy Scripture, vol. 2, p. 277). No one 
except the high priest was ever to enter the Holy of Holies 
and look at the Ark, let alone remove it. But in utter 
presumption they did. So with their shallow, presumptuous 
belief in how to get God among them they said, "Let us 

bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord here from 
Shiloh, that he may come among us and save us from the 
power of the enemies" (I Samuel 4:3). Actually, their act 
was idolatrous. They made an idol of the Ark. God will 
never honor that. The tragedy was, Samuel the true 
prophet, was not there. Their superstitious, presumptuous, 
idolatrous faith,  relying on  a scheme or  program, 
precipitated: 

Step Four: A real defeat, I Samuel 4: 10 reads, "And the 
Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten, and they fled 
every man into his tent: and there was a very great 
slaughter; for there fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen." 
30,000 mutilated corpses strewn all over the battlefield. 
The ground red with blood. Israel is down, defeated, 
routed. Eli broke his neck, his two priest sons were slain. 
The end? Not quite-the final blow exploded like a nuclear 
bomb: 

Step Five: I Samuel 4:11 states the Ark of God was 
captured. That really was the end! The Philistines had 
captured God. The "Raiders of the Lost Ark" had won. It 
seems that way at  times, doesn't it? Little wonder when 
Eli's daughter-in-law in the turmoil of it all gave an 
untimely birth she called the child "Ichabod," the glory 
has departed. It had! The glory of Israel was not their 
geographical size, their political influence, their great 
armies, their abounding wealth. They did not have these 
things. Israel's glory was the Presence of  God. And now, 
they lost that, Ichabod! 

As we look a t  our  "land," i.e. our churches--the 
contemporary parallel to  Israel is not America, but our 
churches-I say in sorrow, many of our dear congre- 
gations really seem to be Ichabod, the glory has departed. 
Our glory is not our big budgets, our fine buildings, our 
millions of members. Our glory is the Presmre qf God. So 
often the "Philistines" appear to have routed us in the 
battle for souls. Oh, how our own "land" needs to be 
healed. It seems so long since we have had a real touch 
from God. Are the promises of 11 Chronicles 7:14 really 
true? Can God actually heal our Ichabod situation, our 
Ichabod churches, our Ichabod lives, and move us to an 
"Ebenezer" revival? Yes, for God still loves us. God always 
reveals Himself as love in a spiritual awakening and will 
"heal our land," for: 

11. No Defeat Can Destroy God's Reviving Love. 

Behind any tragic Ichabod scenario God is always labor- 
ing to heal our land, not just our churches but our entire 
nation. God does love the whole world. But God's work is 
often done very quietly. In the first place, we normally do 
not know what is really going on among the contemporary 
"Philistines." Nonetheless, I Samuel gives us a little insight 
as to how God works. First: 

1.  "Dagon" is defeated. The scene is almost humorous. 
Proud Dagon, the Philistines' god, perched high in 
splendor on his pedestal, is suddenly on his face before the 
Ark of God. But the philistines are resourceful; they put 
him back up. After all, this kind of god needs all the help 
he can get from his devotees. So up on his pedestal goes 
Dagon again. 

But the next day, "When they arose early on the morrow 
morning, behold, Dagon, was fallen upon his face to the 
ground before the ark of the Lord; and the head of Dagon 
and both the palms of his hands were cut off upon the 
threshold; only the stump of Dagon was left to him" 
(I Samuel 5:4) 



God is doing far more among the "Philistines" out there 
than we may ever realize. God loves them too-and judges 
them to bring them to their senses and as to  who is the 
true God. Tragically in Samuel's day, the Philistines failed 
to get the message. The defeat of Dagon and plague of 
tumors did not move these heathen to worship the true 
God, all they wanted was to  get rid of the symbol of His 
Presence. Not everyone is going to come to Christ regard- 
less of God's work among them. Yet, He still loves them 
and yearns to see them come to Himself, even if they do 
reject that loving revelation. 

In the meantime, back in Israel, God was even more at 
work-yet again, in a rather quiet way at  first, He was 
preparing a prophet. He always does, you know. It all 
started with a little boy in the tabernacle. Finally, we read: 
"All Israel from Dan even to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel 
was established to be a prophet of the Lord" (I Samuel 
3:20). The prophet was on the scene. This is always an 
initial step in God's preparation for an awakening. 

Historian James Burns in his classic book. Revivals, 
Their Laws and  Leaders, states that in true spiritual 
awakening there is usually what he calls, "the emergence 
of the prophet." That is why in real revival there has 
normally been a Jonathan Edwards, a George Whitefield, 
a John Wesley, a Marie Monsen, Why? Because God in 
revival love, through His servants, is about "to heal our 
land," as our theme text promises. Regardless of the depth 
of the Ichabod situation, among the Philistines or in lsrael 
itself: 

111. No Hardness of Heart Hinders God's Reviving Love. 

God will always find some servants t o  meet the 
conditions of revival. As Mathew Henry expressed it over 
two hundred years ago, "When God is about to pour out 
unusual mercies, He sets His people a-praying." In love 
He will ferret out some sincere handful to pay the price. 
God will not allow Ichabod to be written over his people 
forever. He will "heal our land. "Benjamin Franklin, at the 
age of 80, hardly an evangelical Christian, still put his 
finger on it a t  the Constitutional Convention when he 
said, "I have lived, sir, a long time, and the longer I live 
the more convincing proofs 1 see of this truth, that God 
governs in the affairs of men." In Israel's case, it took 20 
years of lamenting by the Jews before God could come 
and govern among them again: "And it came to pass, 
while the ark abode in Kirjath-jearim, that the time was 
long; for it was twenty years: and all the house of Israel 
lamented after the Lord" (1 Samuel 7:20). 

Twenty years of slavery and oppression by the Phili- 
stines. Twenty years with no visible evidence of God's 
presence; the Ark was gone. Twenty years of tears and 
remorse. Twenty years of lamenting after God. But it 
takes "lamenting after the Lord" to experience the Lord's 
reviving love. The principle is, only the burdened receive 
the blessing. It is then-and not until then-that the 
beautiful revival pattern can emerge. But when God's 
people deeply and sincerely lament after God, three signifi- 
cant steps that lead to an Ebenezer awakening come to the 
fore: 

1 .  Repentance. Samuel said, "If ye do return unto the 
Lord with all your hearts, then put away the strange gods 
and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare your hearts 
unto the Lord, and serve him only; and he will deliver you 
out of the hand of the Philistines" (I Samuel 7:3). This 
turning, of course, must be a repentance of depth. All false 
gods must be put away. The reason for "Ichabod" is sin. 

God will never return the "Ark" until there is honest 
confession and forsaking and the putting right of all sin. 
We must get all our sins confessed up to date, as so often 
repeated. 

2. We must pray. I Samuel 7:7-8 states, "When the 
children of Israel heard it, they were afraid of the 
Philistines. And the children of Israel said to Samuel, 
Cease not to cry unto the Lord our God for us, that he 
will save us out of the hand of the Philistines." Israel was 
desperate. It was as Luther said, "No one prays for 
anything deeply who has not been deeply alarmed." Again 
the centrality and absolute necessity of prayer surfaces. 
Samuel acted as the priest to intercede for God's people. 
In a New Testament sense, we are called to stand in the 
gap as "priests" to intercede for the land until the awaken- 
ing comes. 

The First Great Awakening under Edwards and White- 
field grew out of and was carried on by the so-called 
"Concert of Prayer." Edwards wrote a small book entitled, 
"An Humble Attempt to Promote an Explicit Agreement 
and Visible Union of God's People Through the World, in 
Extraordinary Prayer, for the Revival of Religion, and the 
Advancement of Christ's Kingdom on Earth, Pursuant to 
Scripture-Promises and Prophecies Concerning the Last 
Time." That's the title, not the book. It reads like today's 
newspaper. In it Edwards said: 

The great outward calamities in which the world is 
involved, and particularly the bloody war that em- 
broils and wastes the nations . . . and in which our 
nation has so great a share, may well make all that 
believe God's word and love mankind, earnestly long 
and pray for that day when the wolf shall dwell with 
the lamb, and the nations shall beat their swords into 
plow-shares. 

Then Edwards went on: But especially do the 
spiritual calamities and miseries of the present time, 
shew our great need of that blessed effusion of God's 
spirit. May not an attentive view and consideration 
of such a state of things well influence the people 
that favour the dust of Zion, to earnestness in their 
cries to  God for a general outpouring of his spirit, 
which alone can be an effectual remedy of these 
evils? 
Isaac Backus, our great Baptist historian forefather, was 

converted in the First Awakening. Some years later, he 
took up the revival theme and called for a second "Concert 
of Prayer." That move was instrumental in precipitating 
the Second Great Awakening. It has always been so, it will 
be so today. Oh, where are the prayer warriors, God's 
sacrificial intercessors? Where are those who cry out with 
the prophet Isaiah, "Oh that thou wouldest- rend the 
heavens, that thou wouldest come down. that the moun- 
tains might flow down at thy presence, as when the 
burning fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, to 
make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the 
nations may tremble at  thy presence!" (Isaiah 64:l-2). 
Where are even the challenges to pray today? Andrew 
Murray said, "The man who calls the church to prayer will 
make the greatest contribution to world evangelization in 
history." He was right. 

3.  Finally, sacrifice is to he made. "And Samuel took a 
sucking lamb, and offered it for a burnt offering wholly 
unto the Lord: and Samuel cried unto the Lord of lsraei; 
and the Lord heard him" (I Samuel 7:9). Sin was atoned 
for, and forgiving love came in like a flood. The Lord in 
love heard and "the land was healed." 



Oh, love of God, 
How rich and pure, 
How measureless and strong. 
It shall evermore endure, 
The saints' and angels' song. 

There is a beautiful healing epilogue to the story. After 
repentance, prayer, and forgiveness, the Lord then led 
Israel out against their enemies; and "the Lord thundered 
with a great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and 
discomfited them, and they were smitten before Israel" 
(I Samuel 7:IOb). The Lord routed the Philistines. When 
God speaks, all enemies flee. 

Then came the climax. "Then Samuel took a stone, and 
set it between Mizpaeh and Shen, and called the name of 
it Ebenezer, saying, "Hitherto hath the Lord helped us" 
( I  Samuel 7:12). Therein is the meaning of the word, 
"Ebenezer:" The stone of help. Not just help, God's help! 
God is back and that to help and revive. The glory is 
returned. Little wonder the Philistines were subdued. Further- 
more, as the Bible says, "They came no more into the 

coast of Israel: and the hand of the Lord was against the 
Philistines all the days of Samuel" (1 Samuel 7:12-13). 

Conclusion 

Israel had journeyed in the Spirit all the way from 
"Ichabod" to "Ebenezer." That's the journey Southern 
Baptists need to take. That's the journey Southern Baptists 
must take. Oh for the day when we can raise our united 
voice in praise and sing sincerely with Robert Robinson: 

Here 1 raise my Ebenezer 
Hither by thy help I'm come 
And 1 hope by thy good pleasure, 
Safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger 
Wand'ring from the fold of God 
He, to rescue me from danger 
Interposed His precious blood. 

God! Love! Forgiveness! Ichabod to Ebenezer! Healing 
of our land! That's revival! 



1984 Programs: S uth rn Baptist Cony nti n, 
W man's Missi nary Uni n, Church Music 
Conference, Religious Education Association, 
Directors of Missi ns Conferenc , Conference 
of S uthern Baptist Evang lists, Women in 
Ministry, Pastor's Conference. 

T H E M E :  " I f  my people . . . I will . . . 2 Chronicles 7:14 

Southern Baptist Convention 
Roe Bartle Hall, 

Tuesday Morning 
Music for Inspiration-Choir, 

First Baptist Church, 
Euless, Texas 

Call to  Order 
Congregational Singing-Bob 

Woolley, music secretary, 
Missouri Baptist Convention, 
Jefferson City, Missouri. 

Prayer-Gary Phillips, Euless, TX 
Registration Report and 

Constitution of Convention- 
Lee Porter, registration 
secretary; design editor, 
Sunday school department, 
Sunday School Board, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

Committee on Order of 
Business-Fred H. Wolfe, 
chairman; pastor, Cottage Hill 
Baptist Church, Mobile, 
Alabama. 

Welcome-Rheubin L. South, 
executive director, Missouri 
Baptist Convention, Jefferson 
City, Missouri. 

Response-Dan H. Kong, 
executive secretary, Hawaii 
Baptist Convention, Honolulu 

Theme Interpretation-Lewis 
Drummond, Billy Graham 
Professor of Evangelism, 
Southern Baptist 'Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

Announcement of Committee on 
Committees-Resolutions and 
Tellers 

Executive Committee Report 
(Part 1)-Harold C. Bennett, 
executive secretary-treasurer, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

Presentation of Gavels 
introduction of Business and 

Resolutions 
Congregational Singing-- Bob 

Woolley 
Music-Choir, First Baptist 

Church, Euless, Texas 
President's Address-James 

T. Draper Jr., pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Euless, Texas 

Benediction 

Kansas City, Missoud, June 12-14 

Tuesday dfternoori ' 

Evangelistic Singers 
Congregational Singing-Doyal 

Spence, minister of music, 
First Baptist Church, Roanoke, 
Virginia. 

Prayer-David Walker, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, San 
Antonio, Texas 

Theme Interpretation-Lewis 
Drummond 

Messenger Information Survey- 
Martin B. Bradley, recording 
secretary; manager, research 
services department, Sunday 
School Board, Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

Election of Officers (first) 
Introduction of Business and 

Resolutions 
Congregational Singing-Doyal 

Spence 
Executive Committee Report 

(Part 2)-Harold C. Bennett 
Sunday School Bpard Report- 

Lloyd Elder, president, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

Business 
Election of Officers (second) 
Committee on Committees 
Report 
Committee on Boards Report 
Miscellaneous Business 

Benediction-Albert A. Peverall 
Jr., pastor, Tabernacle Baptist 
Church, Salem, Virginia. 

Tuesday Evening 
6:30 Music for Inspiration- 

Centurymen 
7:00 Congregational Singing--William 

J. Reynolds, convention music 
director; associate professor of 
music, Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth, Texas 

Prayer 
7: 10 Election of Officers (third) 
7:30 Home Mission Board Report- 

William G. Tanner, president 

Music-Centurymen 
Launching of ACTS and BTN- 

Jimmy R. Allen, president, 
Radio and Television 
Commission, Fort Worth, 
Texas; Lloyd Elder, president, 
Sunday School Board, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

Benediction-Tom Melzoni, 
minister of education, First 
Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas 

Wednesday Morning 
Music for Inspiration-Men's 

Chorus, Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

Congregational Singing-Wesley 
Forbis, secretary, church music 
department, Sunday School 
Board, Nashville, Tennessee. 

Prayer-Roy E. Holder, director 
of missions, Transylvania 
Baptist Association, Brevard, 
North Carolina 

Election of Officers (fourth) 
Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary Report- Roy L. 
Honeycutt, president, 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

Theme Interpretation- Lewis 
Drummond 

Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary Report-Russell H. 
Dilday Jr., president, Fort 
Worth, Texas 

Annuity Board Report-Darold 
H. Morgan, president, Dallas, 
Texas 

New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary Report--Landrum P. 
Leavell 11, president, New 
Orleans, Louisiana 

Business 
Election of Officers (fifth) 
First Report of Resolutions 
Committee 

Canada Study Committee 
Report-Fred E. Roach, 
chairman; real estate developer, 
Dallas, Texas. 



Congregational Singing-Wesley 
Forbis 

Music-Men's Chorus, 
Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

Scripture and Prayer 
Convention Sermon, Russell 

H. Dilday Jr., president, 
Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth, Texas 

Benediction-Bill Heaton, pastor, 
Helena Baptist Church, 
Helena, Alabama. 

Wednesday Afternoon 
No Session 

Wednesday Evening 
Music for Inspiration-The 

Missouri Singing Men 
Congregational Singing= William 

J .  Reynolds 
Prayer-Bertha Smith, retired 

foreign missiona.ry, Cow Pens, 
South Carolina. 

Presentation of Past SBC 
Presidents 

Presentation of Newly Elected 
SBC Officers 

Stewardship Commission 
Report-A.R. Fagan, executive 
director-treasurer, Nashville 

Bold Mission Thrust Report- 
Harold C. Bennett 
Congregational Singing- 

William J. Reynolds 
Foreign Mission Board Report- 

R. Keith Parks, president, 
Richmond, Virginia. 

Business-' 
Benediction--C.L. Culpepper, 

retired foreign missionary, 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

Thursday Morning 
Music for Inspiration-Senior 

Adult Choirs, Kansas City, 
Missouri. 

Congregational Singing-Harry 
Taylor, music secretary, 
Kansas-Nebraska Convention 
of Southern Baptists, Topeka, 
Kansas, 

Prayer-Charles E. Jackson, 
insurance agent, Mobile, 
Alabama. 

Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary Report-Franklin D. 
Pollard, president,-:Mill 
Valley, California. 

Woman's Missionary Union 
Report-Carolyn Weatherford, 
executive director 

Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary Report-1'W. Randall 
liolley, president, Wake Forest, 
North Carolina. 

Christian Life Commission 
Report-Foy Valentine, 
executive director, Nashville, . < I ennessee. 

Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary Report-Milton 
Ferguson, president, Kansas 
City, Missouri. 

Baptist Joint Committee on 
I'ublic Affairs Report-James 
M. Dunn, executive director- 
treasurer, Washington, D.C. 

"Theme Interpretation- Lewis 
Drummond 

Congregational Singing- Harry 
'raylor 

Business 
Resolutions Committee (final 

report) 
Benediction- -Cathey Goodroe, 

p'astor's wife, Calvary Baptist 
Church, Wilmington, North 
Carolina. 

Thursday Afternoon 
Music for Inspiration-Faye 

Burgess, concert artist, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

Congregational Singing Steve 
Taylor, music evangelist, 
Greenville, South Carolina. 

Prayer-Richard Perry Ellis 
Jr., pastor, Cedar Creek 
Raptist Church, Cedar Creek, 
Texas 

Introduction of Fraternal 
Messengers 

Radio and Television 
Commission Report-Jimmy 
R. Allen, president, Fort 
Worth, Texas 

Education Commission Report- 
Arthur I,. Walker Jr., 
executive director-treasurer. 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

Southern Baptist Commission on 
the American Baptist 
Theological Seminary Report- 
Arthur L. Walker Jr., 
secretary-treasurer. 

Hidtorical Commission Report-- 
Lynn E. May Jr., executive 
director-treasurer, Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

Congregational Singing-Steve 
Taylor 

Theme Interpretation-Lewis 
Drummond 

Baptist World Alliance Report- 
Gerhard Claas, general 
secretary, Washington, D.C. 

Business 
Committee on Denominational 

Calendar-Russell Bush Jr., 
chairman; dentist, Columbia, 
Mississippi. 

Denominational Press 
Report-Wilnler C. Fields, 
SBC Press Representative, 
assistant to the executive 
secretary and director of 
public relations, SRC 
Executive Committee, 
Nashville, 'Tennessee. 

Other Matters 
Benediction 

Thursday Evening 
Music for Inspiration-William 

Jewell College Festival Wind 
Ensemble, Philip C. Posey, 
conductor, Liberty, Missouri. 

Congregational Singing-William 
J. Reynolds 

Prayer-Neil Jeffries, minister of 
youth, Wilshire Baptist 
Church. Dallas, Texas. 

Introduction of Local 
Committees 

Southern Baptist Foundation 
Report-Hollis E. Johnson 111, 
executive secretary-treasurer, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

Brotherhood Commission 
Report-- James H. Smith, 
president, Memphis, Tennessee. 

American Bible Society Report- 
Alice E. Ball, general secretary, 
New York 

Congregational Singing-Wllllam 
J. Reynolds 

Music-Dean Wilder, director of 
vocal studies, William Jewell 
College, Liberty, Missouri. 

Laity Emphasis-James Jeffries, 
financial developer, Overland 
Park, Kansas. 

Music-Rosemary Hoover, 
concert artist, Independence, 
Missouri. 

Message-Zig Ziglar, motivation 
speaker, Dallas, Texas 

Benediction 

Committee On Order Of Business 
Larry C. Crawford, surgeon, Burlington, 

North Carolina 
Morris H. Chapman, pastor, First Baptist 

Church, Wichita Falls, Texas 
J. Nixon Daniel 111, attorney, Pcnsacola, 

Florida. 
James T. Draper Jr., pastor, First Baptist 

Church, Euless, Texas, president, 
,Southern Baptist Convention, ex officio 

Charles G. Fuller, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Roanoke, Virginia. 

C. Bruce McIver, pastor, Wilshirc Baptist 
Church, Dallas, Texas. 

Fred H. Wolfe, pastor, Cottage Hill 
Baptist Church, Mobile, Alabama, 
chairman. 
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Woman's Missionary Union, June 9-1 1 
1 Radisson-Muehlebach Hotel, Municipal Auditorium Arena 

I THEME: Laborers Together 
Saturday 

Radisson-Muehlebach Hotel 

I National Prayer Conference 
I C 

The Local Church in Missions 

10:OO Hymn of Praise, Congregation 
Special Music 
Speaking to the Challenges of 
Today in the Church--Charlotte 
Green, WMU director, First Baptist 
Church, Federal Way, Washington; 
Nelson Duke, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Jefferson City, Missouri 

Godfrey, first vice president, 
Brotherhood Commission, 
Memphis, Tennessee: William 
O'Brien, executive vice president, 
Foreign Mission Board, Richmond, 
Virginia; Morton Rose, vice 
president, church programs and 
services, Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Nashville, Tennessee; June 
Whitlow, associate executive 
director, WMU, SBC, Birmingham, 
Alabama 
Partners in Prayer-Pat Lambright, 
president, New Mexico WMU, 
Melrose, New Mexico. 

Partners in Prayer-Barbara Bray, 
president, Missouri WMU, Knob Sunday Afternoon 
Noster, Missouri Municipal Auditorium Arena 

The Association in Missions 

11:OO Hymn of Praise, Congregation 
Speaking to the Challenges of 
Today in the Association-Joy 
Pitts, WMU director, Union 
Baptist Association, Houston, 
Texas; James Lewis, director, 
associational missions division, 
Home Mission Board, Atlanta 
Partners in Prayer-Mickey 
Patrick, president, Illinois WMU, 
Lindenhurst, Illinois 

2:00 Lunch, Radisson Muehlebach Hotel 
(advance ticket purchase necessary) 

12:OO Career Women Luncheon, 
Radisson Muehlebach Hotel 
(Advance ticket purchase 
necessary) 

2:30 Laborers Together 
Musical Meditation: Lord, Speak 

to Me-John,,Hamilton 
Flag Processional/State Roll Call 
Praise and Adore: 
Congregational music, Donald C. 

Brown, chairman, music 
department, William Jewell 
College, Liberty, Missouri 

We Thank Thee, Lord-Bettye 
Anne Lovelady, vice president 
for administration, Bavtist 

The State Convention in Missions Seminary, ~ a c k s o n ,  ~ ~ s s i s s i ~ ~ i  
President's Guests 

1:00 Hymn of Praise-Congregation 
Special Music Speaking to the 
Challenges of Today in The State 
Convention-William Pinson, 
executive director, Baptist General 
Convention of Texas, Dallas; 
Nancy Curtis, executive director, 
Woman's Missionary Union, 
Baptist State Convention of North 
Carolina, Cary, North Carolina 
Partners in Prayer-Jeanie Nolan, 
president, Kansas-Nebraska WMU, 
Wellington, Kansas 

The Denomination in Missions 

Hymn of Praise-Congregation 
Special Music 
Speaking to the Challenges of 
Today in the Denomination- 
Carolyn Weatherford, executive 
director, WMU, SBC, Birmingham, 
Alabama; Robert Bingham, vice 
president, services section, Home 
Mission Board, Atlanta; Norman 

Working Together in the State 
Convention-James Griffith, 
executive director, executive 
committee of the Baptist 
Convention of the State of 
Georgia, Atlanta; Dorothy 
Pryor, executive director, 
Georgia WMU 

Hymn 
Lord, Speak Through Me-Sheri 

Richardson, US-2, Home 
Mission Board, First Baptist 
Church, Talladega, Ala.; C.W. 
Brown, church planter 
apprentice, church extension 
division, Home Mission Board, 
Delta, Utah 

Special Music 
Laborers Together in 

Bangladesh-Tom and Gloria 
Thdrman, missionaries, 
Bangladesh 

Musical Meditation: Lord, Speak 
to Me-John Hamilton 

4 3 0  Adjournment 

6:00 Church WMU directors dinner, 
Radisson Muehlebach Hotel 
(Advance ticket purchase 
necessary) 

Monday Morning 
Municipal Auditorium Arena 

7 4 0  Executive board breakfast for 
former and present board 
members, state staffs, and 
WMU, SRC staffs, Radisson 
Muehlebach Hotel (Advance 
ticket purchase necessary) 

9:00 "Laborers Together" 
Musical Meditation: Lord, Speak 

to Me-,-John Hamilton 
Praise and Adore: 

Congregational music 
We Thank Thee, Lord--C.W. 

Brown 
Lord, Speak Through Me- 

Libby Kirkendall, missionary, 
Belgium 

Hymn 
President's Guests 
Executive director's report- 

Carolyn Weatherford; Lloyd 
Elder, president, Baptist Sunday 
School Board, Nashville, 
Tennessee; William G. Tanner, 
president, Home Mission Board, 
Atlanta 

Hymn 
Business-Election of Officers 
Special Music 
"Laborers Togetherm-Lucy 

Wagner, missionary, FMB, 
Korea 

Musical Meditation: Lord, Speak 
to Me-John Hamilton 

1 1:30 Adjournment 
12:OO Ethnic Luncheon, Radisson 

Muehlebach Hotel (advance 
ticket purchase necessary) 

2:00 "Laborers Together" 
Musical Meditation: Lord, Speak 

to Me-John Hamilton 
Praise and Adore: Congregational 

music 
We Thank Thee, Lord-Sheri 

Richardson 
Lord, Speak Through Me-Kay 

Hardage, christian social 
ministries department, Home 
Mission Board, Columbia, 
Missouri; Bettye Anne Lovelady 

President's Guests 
Working Together in the 

Association-Betty and Walter 
Agnor, director of missions, 
Susuuehanna Bavtist 
~ssdciat ion,  ~ a l i ' s b u r ~ ,  Maryland 

Hymn 
Ethnics in Missions-Doris Diaz, 

language consultant for Hispanic 
work, WMU, SBC, Birmingham 

Special Music 



Women in Ministry, SBC 
Radisson-Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas City, Missouri, June 9-10 
THEME: Exercising Our Gijts 

Saturday Afternoon Debra Griffis-Woodberry, associate Sunday Morning 
minister of Ridge Road Baptist 9:00 Fellowship Hour 

2:30 Registration and Hospitality Church, Raleigh, North Carolina Facilitator: C. Anne Davis, 
4:00 General Session After-Dinner Speaker: Elizabeth professor of social work, 

Welcome and Introductions: Anne Barnes, Ph.D. candidate at Duke Southern Baptist Theological 
T. Neil, chair of the steering University, Raleigh, North Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky 
committee for planning 1984 pre- Carolina 10:OO General Session-Worship 
convention meeting, Wake 6:30 Business Session, Anne Neil, Worship Coordinator: Linda Stack 

Forest, North Carolina Presiding Morgan, chaplaincy volunteer, 
Speaker: Lynda Weaver-Williams, 8:00 General Session-Small Group High Point Memorial Hospital, 

co-pastor of Goshen Baptist Activities High Point, North Carolina 
Church, Goshen, Kentucky Facilitator: Marilyn Mayse, Worship Leader: Susan Lockwood 

5:30 Evening Meal (advance reservations chaplain and CPE supervisor, Wright, pastor of Cornell Avenue 
necessary) Baptist Hospital, Birmingham, Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois 

Facilitator: Alabama 11:OO Adjourn 

Pastor's Conference, Roe Bane Hall, June 10-11 
THEME: Encouraging the Servant of God 

Sunday Evening 
6:30 Choral Music-First Baptist 

Church Choir and Orchestra, 
Atlanta 

6:50 Welcome and Prayer-Charles 
Stanley, president, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Atlanta 

7:00 Praise 
7:05 Greetings from the President. 

James T. Draper Jr. 
7: 15 Music Medley-John McKay, 

music evangelist, Fort Worth 
7:25 "Encouraging The Servant Of 

God9'-Bailey Smith, pastor, First 
Southern Baptist Church, Del City, 
Oklahoma 

8:05 Praise, Prayer and Offering--First 
Baptist (Atlanta) Choir and 
OrcheStra 

8:20 Solo-Cheryl Prewitt Blackwood, 
singer, Nashville, Tenn. 

8:30 "Encouraging the Servant of God 
to Stand in the Gapw--Franky 
Schaeffer, vice president, Schaeffer 
V Productions, Los Altos, CA. 
Benediction 

Monday Morning 
8:45 Choral Music-First Baptist 

(Atlanta) Choir and Orchestra 
9:00 Praise and Prayer 
9:05 Solo-Joe Atkinson, music 

evangelist, Arlington, Texas 
9:10 "Encouraging the Servant of God 

in Personal EvangelismLRoy 
Fish, professor of evangelism, 
Southwestern Baptist 'Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas 

9:45 Praise 
950  Duet-Jerry Ables, minister of 

music, and Pam Puckett, soloist, 
Pisgah Baptist Church, 
Spartanburg, South Carolina 

9:55 "Encouraging the Servant of God 
in Church GrowthLRon Lewis, 
consultant for church growth 
designs, Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Nashville, Tennessee 

10:30 Prayer, Praise and Offering- 
Quartet: Jay and Karen McKay; 
Bill and Laurie Cole, gospel 
singers, Fort Worth, Texas 

10:45 "Revival With Effectw--Jerry 
Drace, evangelist, .lacksonville, FL 

10:50 Solo-Ellen Rowetbn, soloist, 
Bolivar, Missouri 

1055 "Encouraging the Servant of God 
in Handling Stress7'-Charles 
Lowery, director of counseling 
services. First Baptist Church, 
Dallas 
Benediction 

Monday Afternoon 
1:lS Choral Music-First Baptist 

(Atlanta) Choir and Orchestra 
1:30 Praise and Prayer 
1:35 Solo-D. Dee Click, contemporary 

Christian artist, Nashville, TN 
1:40 "Encouraging the Servant of God 

in His Finances7'-Larry Burkett, 
president, Christian Financial 
Concepts, Dahlonega, Georgia 

2:15 Praise 
2:20 Solo-Ralph Freeman, sacred 

music vocalist, Atlanta 
2:25 "Encouraging the Servant of God 

to Reach His Goals"--0. S. 
Hawkins, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

3:00 Praise, Prayer and Offering-Murk 
Family Singers, Wheaton, Illinois 

3:15 Election of Officers 
3:30 Solo-Frank Boggs, recording 

artist, Atlanta 
3:40 "Encouraging the Servant of God 

in His Personal Discipline" 
Stephen Olford, president of 
Encounter Ministries, Wheaton, IL 
Benediction 

Monday Evening 
6:30 Choral Music-First Baptist 

(Atlanta) Choir and Orchestra 
655  Praise and Prayer 
7:00 Solo-Nancy Steinmann, Christian 

concert artist, Atlanta 
7:05 "Encouraging the Servant of God 

in His Moral Standardsn-Zig 
Ziglar, Zig Ziglar Corp., Dallas 

7:40 Praise 
7:45 Solo-Joeff Benward, artist in 

residence, Second Baptist Church, 
Houston 

750 "Encouraging the Servant of God 
in His Family Life"-Edwin 
Young, pastor, Second Baptist 
Church, Houston 

8:25 Praise, Prayer and Offering, First 
Baptist (Atlanta) Choir and 
Orchestra 

8:40 Music Medley---Doug Oldham, 
singer, Thousand Oaks, California 

8:55 "Encouraging the Servant of God 
in His Inner Healing"-David 
Seamands, pastor, Wilmore United 
Methodist Church, Wilmore, KY 
Introduction of Officers 
Benediction 



Woman's Missionary 
Continued from page 3 

"Laborers Together at Homew- 
Allen Elston, missionary, 
language missions division, 
Home Mission Board, Warm 
Springs, Oregon 

Musical Meditation: Lord, Speak 
to Me-John Hamilton 

355 Adjournment 
4:00 Reception honoring Bobbie Sorrill, 

author of Annie Armstrong: 
Dreamer in Action 

5:00 Associational WMU officers 
dinner, Radisson Muehlebach 
Hotel (Advance ticket purchase 
necessary) 

7:00 "Laborers Together" 
Musical Meditation: Lord, Speak 

to Me-John Hamilton 
Praise and Adore: Congregational 

music 
We Thank Thee, Lord-James 

Union 
Kirkendall, missionary, FMB, 
Belgium; Kay Hardage 

Lord, Speak Through Me-lndy 
Whitten, missionary, FMB, 
Spain 

President's Guests 
Focus on Mission Action-Ken 

Taylor, christian social and 
special missioris ministries, Blue 
River-Kansas City Baptist 
Association, Lee's Summit, 
Missouri. 

Hymn 
Special Music 
Partners Through the Church- 

James T. Draper Jr., president, 
SBC, Euless, Texas 

Musical Meditation: Lord, Speak 
to Me-John Hamilton 

8:45 Adjournment 

Church Music Conference, June 10-11 

First Baptist Church, Raytown, Missouri 

Sunday Afternoon 
Presiding: Fes Robertson 
Coordinator: Bill Choate 

2:30 Call to Order-Fes Robertson, 
president; supervisor, church music 
department, Baptist Sunday 
School Board, Nashville, Tennessee 
Hymn- .-Gene Calhoun, First 
Baptist Church, Raytown, Missouri 
Welcome--Bob Woolley, state 
music secretary, Missouri 
Greetings and Invocation-Doyle 
Taylor, associate pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Raytown, Missouri 

2:45 Concert-Youth Choir, First 
Baptist Church, Raytown, Clay 
Withers, director 

3:10 Worship-Don Hustad, Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky; Polly Riddle, 
William Jewell College, Liberty, 
Missouri; Jerry Aultman, New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary; Calvin Miller, Westside 
Baptist Church, Omaha, Nebraska 

4:00 Address on Worship-Calvin Miller 
4:30 Concert--Cornerstone, lmrnanuel 

Baptist Church, Wichita, Kansas, 
Laura Berquist, director 

5:00 Benediction-Leroy Summers, Park 
Cities Baptist Church, Dallas 
Exhibit Break 
Dinner 

Sunday Evening 

Presiding: Fes Robertson 
Coordinator: J.M. Wood 

7:00 Concert-Handbell Choir, Calvary 
Baptist Church, New Orleans, 
director, R.E. Thompson 

7:30 Concert-Contrapunctus V . Phil 
Schaefer, director, William Jewell 
College 

8:00 Concert-Adult Choir, First Baptist 
Church, Ferguson, Missouri, Bob 
Woods, director 

8:30 Commissioned Anthem-"Canticle 
of Blessingw-David Danner, 
composer, Baptist Sunday School 
Board 

8:35 Offertory Prayer-Ron Boud, 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary 
Offertory-Ken and Lois Holland, 
music evangelists, Nashville, 
Tennessee 

8:40 Concert-Illinois State Youth 
Choir, Carl Shepherd, state music 
secretary, Illinois 

9:10 Benediction-Charles Storey, vice 
president, denominations division, 
Raleigh, North Carolina 
Reception-Missouri Baptists, host 
Exhibits 

Monday Morning 
Presiding: Charles Storey 
Coordinator: Ray Luper 

8:30 Mini-concert-Jerry Aultman, 
piano 

8:45 Worship-McEachern, Hustad, 
Riddle, Aultman 

9:30 "The Long Term Ministry"A.L. 
and JoAnn Butler, Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Kansas City, Missouri 

10:OO Exhibit Break 
10:30 Concert-Young Musicians Choir, 

North Richardson (Texas) Baptist 
Church, Gerald Brown, director 

11:00 Address'on Worship-Calvin Miller 
11:30 Annual Business Session 
11:45 Shared Ministry---Joe Stacker, 

Baptist Sunday School Board 
12: 10 Benediction-W.A. Bradshaw, state 

music secretary, Albuquerque, New 
Mexico 
Lunch 
Exhibits 

Monday Afterno n 
Presiding: Harlan Hall 

Coordinator: Merrill Smoak 

1 :30 Mini-concert-Polly Riddle 
1:45  concert^-- Faculty, Oklahoma 

Baptist University, Shawnee, 
Oklahoma, James Woodward, 
director 

2: 15 President's address ---Fes Robertson 
2:30 Exhibit Break 
3:00 Divisional Meetings 
3:45 Concert-Alabama Singing 

Churchmen, Paul Hall, director 
4: 15 Worship-McEachern, Hustad, 

Riddle, Aultman 
5:00 Benediction-J.M. Wood 

Dinner 
Exhibits 

Monday Evening 
Presiding: Fes Robertson 

Coordinator: James Allcock 

7:00 Mini-concert-Ken and Lois 
Holland 

7: 10 Mini-concert-Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary Men's 
Chorus, Fort Worth, Texas, James 
McKinney, director 

7:40 Address-Lloyd Elder, president, 
Baptist Sunday School Board 

8: 15 Presentation of New Officers 
Offertory Prayer-Mary June 
Tabor, secretary-treasurer, Baptist 
General Convention of Oklahoma 

8:30 Concert--The Centurymen, Radio 
and Television Commission, Dallas, 
Bury1 Red, director 

9:30 Benediction-Harry Cowan, 
president-elect, First Baptist 
Church, New Orleans 



Religious Education Association 
Adams Mark Hotel, Kansas City, Miss uri, June 10-1 1 

THEMF: Being!. . . Becoming! "New Areas of Personal Financial 
Management" 

"Eighty-Nine Ways of Discovering 
I:00 Registration Begins Prospects for Your Church" 
Pre-Session Fellowship Fellowship Sponsored by Missouri 

2:00 Orientation for New Members Baptist Religious Educators 

Sunday Afternoon, 3:00 
Pre-Session Music-Phil Briggs, professor 

of youth education, Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth, Texas, and Rosemary Hoover, 
housewife from Kansas City, Missouri 

Theme Interpretation 
Welcome/ lntroductions 
Special Music 
Message-William Hendricks, professor 

of systematic theology and philosophy 
of religion, Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary, California 

Testimony 
Testimony 

Sunday Evening, 7:00 
Overview of Enrichment Conferences 
Enrichment Conferences 

"How To Re an Educator, a Spouse 
and a Parent" 

"The Minister and Social Security 
Changes" 

"The Educator and Physical Fitness" 
"Personal Growth for the Educator" 
"Leadership: Qualities, Enlistment 

and Retention" 
"Stress in Ministry" 

Monday Morning, 8:30 
Pre-Session Music Phil Briggs and 

Rosemary Hoover 
Theme Interpretation 
Special Music 
Message--William Hendricks 
Presentation on Staff Relationships-Paul 

Powell, pastor, Green Acres Baptist 
Church, Tyler Texas, and Dennis 
Parrott, minister of education, Green 
Acres Baptist Church, Tyler, Texas 

Monday Morning, 11:OO 
Future Feature 
Business Session 

Monday Afternoon, 3:00 
Overview of Enrichment Conferences 
Enrichment Conferences 

Monday Evening, 6:30 
SBREA Banquet 
Entertainment featuring Phil Briggs and 

Rosemary Hoover 
Presentation of Distinguished Leader 

Awards 
Special Music 
Concluding Message-William Hendricks 

Directors of Missions Conference 
Inn at Executive Park, Kansas City, Missouri, June 10-11 

T H E M E :  Communicating the Association 

Sunday Afternoon 
Bill Moyle, Presiding 

1 :00 Registration 
1:30 Welcome-Melvin Hill, executive 

director, Blue River-Kansas City 
Baptist Association, Lee's 
Summit, Missouri 

Announcements 
Hymn: "To God Be the Glory" 
Special Music-James George, 

minister of music, First Baptist 

Church, Blue Springs, Missouri 
1 :50 Communicating Associational 

Missions-James Lewis, director, 
associational missions division, 
Home Mission Board, Atlanta, 
Georgia 

2:20 Hymn: "Tell the Good News" 
2:30 Communicating the Association to 

the Southern Baptist 
Convention-W.C. Fields, 
director of public relations, 
Executive Committee of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, 
Nashville, Tennessee 

3:00 Break 

3:25 Hymn: "Stand Up, Stand Up for 
Jesus" 

3:30 Business Session 
Committee Reports 
Presentation of Certificates 
Old Business 
New Business 

4:15 Paint Your Life's Rainbow- 
William H. Hinson, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, New Orleans, 
Louisiana 

5:30 Benediction 
Departure to Dining Area 

Sunday Evening 
Dinner Hosted by Brotherhood 

Commission 
Doyle Holmes, Presiding 

6:00 Dinner 
6:45 Invocation 

lntroductions and Announcements 
655  Special Music-Quartet, First 

Baptist Church, Blue Springs, 
Missouri 

7:05 The Importance of Brotherhood in 
Associational Missions--James 
H. Smith, executive director, .. 
Brotherhood Commission, 
Memphis, Tennessee 

7:45 Benediction 

Monday Morning 
Bob Lee Franklin, Presiding 

8: 15 Registration 
8:25 Hymn: "Blessed Assurance" 
8:30 Motivating Your Ministers- 

William H. Hinson 
9:45 Break 

10:OO Motivating Your Association- 
William H. Hinson 

1 1: 15 Next Year, Dallas-Robert 
McGinnis, executive director, 
Dallas Baptist Association, 
Dallas, Texas 

Conference of Southern 
Baptist Evangelists 

Wednesday Afternoon, June 13 
Municipal Auditorium Music Hall 

1 : 15 Gospel Concert-Vocational 
Evangelists 

2:00 Ron Dunn, Irving, Texas 
Junior Hill, Hartselle, Alabama 
Rick Scarborough, Mobile, 
Alabama 


