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Grady Nutt 
Dies I n  Crash 

CULLMAN, Ala. (BPI--Grady Nutt ,  one of t h e  b e s t  know comedians i n  t h e  country and a 
h igh ly -v i s ib l e  Southern B a p t i s t ,  d ied  i n  a plane c r a sh  a t  Cullman, Ala., a t  10:45 p.m. Nov. 23. 
Two pro fe s s iona l  p i l o t s  wi th  him i n  the Beechcraf t  Baron were a l s o  k i l l e d .  

I He had spoken t o  a young people ' s  meeting a t  First B a p t i s t  Church, Cullman, and a t  a "Farm- 
C i tyv  banquet a t  t h e  Cullman Civ ic  Center t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  crash.  

Jimmy G i l l e y ,  execu t ive  s e c r e t a r y  a t  t h e  Cullman Chamber of  Commerce, t o l d  r e p o r t e r s  he  
had t r i e d  t o  g e t  Nutt  t o  " s t ay  t h e  night--th$ weather was too  bad t o  f ly . "  However, a spokesman 
f o r  t h e  Federa l  Aviat ion Author i ty  i n  Hun t sv i l l e ,  Ala., s a i d  weather was not  bel ieved t o  be a 
f a c t o r  i n  t h e  c rash .  

Unconfirmed reports s a i d  t h e  plane appa ren t ly  developed engine t r o u b l e  soon a f t e r  t akeo f f  
and turned as i f  t o  r e t u r n  t o  the Cullman a i r p o r t  before  c rash ing .  

Nutt  had a n a t i o n a l  fo l lowing  and was a r e g u l a r  c a s t  member of  t h e  syndicated t e l e v i s i o n  
show Hee-Haw where h i s  comedy r o u t i n e s  were o f t en  based on h i s  experiences  a s  a Southern 
B a p t i s t .  He joined t h e  c a s t  of Hee-Haw i n  1979, t h e  first major a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c a s t  i n  seven 
years .  The show claims 35 m i l l i o n  weekly viewers  ac ros s  98 percent  of  t h e  country.  

I He r e g u l a r l y  spoke a t  B a p t i s t  Student  Union conventions and on c o l l e g e  campuses and 
addressed t h e  1980 Southern B a p t i s t  Convention i n  St .  Louis (with h i s  wife Eleanor)  and was 
f ea tu red  a t  a world hunger b e n e f i t  concer t  dur ing  t h e  1982 SBC meeting i n  New Orleans.  

I He authored f i v e  books, n a r r a t e d  t h r e e  record  albums, was f ea tu red  i n  People Magazine and 
appeared on t h e  Mike Douglas show 11 times. He annual ly  made over 200 persona l  appearances.  

I Nutt was born i n  Amarillo,  Texas, i n  1934 and was l i c ensed  as a Southern B a p t i s t  m in i s t e r  
a t  age 13. He earned a bache lo r ' s  degree from Baylor Univers i ty  i n  Waco and a master o f  
d i v i n i t y  degree from Southern B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary i n  Lou i sv i l l e .  

I Immediately p r i o r  t o  launching his enter ta inment  c a r e e r ,  Nutt was d i r e c t o r  of alumni 
a f f a i r s  and a s s i s t a n t  to  t h e  p re s iden t  a t  Southern Seminary. 

I He was p a s t o r  o f  Graefenburg B a p t i s t  Church i n  Graefenburg, Ky., and e a r l i e r  was youth 
d f r e o t o r  a t  First B a p t i s t  Church i n  Waco, Texas, and a t  Gaston Avenue B a p t i s t  Church i n  Dal las  
and min i s t e r  of  music a t  Souths ide  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Lou i sv i l l e .  

I He and h i s  wife made t h e i r  home i n  L o u i s v i l l e  where he was a deacon a t  Cresent  H i l l  
B a p t i s t  Church. 

P r i v a t e  s e r v i c e s  are t e n t a t i v e l y  scheduled f o r  Nov. 26 at  Eleanor ' s  family home near  
Memphis. Other su rv ivo r s  i nc lude  h i s  two sons ,  Per ry  and Toby, both of  Lou i sv i l l e .  

nThe e n t i r e  C h r i s t i a n  family has l o s t  one of  its most e f f e c t i v e  vo ices , "  Jimmy Allen,  
p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  SBC Radio-Television Commission, s a i d .  "Tuned t o  t h e  key of humor, Grady Nutt  
preached wi th  i n s i g h t ,  discernment and convic t ion  t o  us a l l .  Along with coun t l e s s  0 th  rs I 
feel t h e  personal  l o s s  of a f r i e n d .  
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"The RTVC and ACTS network (the American Christian Television System) certainly loses one 
Of its brightest talent resources in the Southern Baptist fa mil^,^ Allen continued. 

"His faith was constantly coming through as he said reflecting on his life during one Of 
our program interviews, 'I don't know anybody that is happier than I am, I would choose to be 
more sensitive in some places and less egotistical in some others, but mainly it's been a great 
tript , I r  

The Radio and Television Commission honored Nutt last year with its Christian Service 
Award. The comedian had done many interviews ~n our TVC programs, including the ACTS pilot of 
"Our World, l' and had consulted with the RTVC on TV programming. 

-30- 

Missouri Church 
Wins Guidepost Award By Patti Stephenson 

Baptist Press 
11 /24/82 

FULTON, Mo. (BPI--Southside Baptist' Church has been selected from among 500 church s of 
all denominations to receive Guideposts Magazinels "Annual Church Awardvt in recognition of 
its part in a ministry to over-the-road truckers. 

The 23rd annual award of $5,000 was presented to pastor Ron Baker in recent ceremonies by 
Guideposts1 founder Norman Vincent Peale. In addition the truckers1 ministry is featured in 
Guidepostst December issue. 

Southside, in a joint project with Southern Baptist churches of Audrain and Callaway 
Baptist Associations, was chosen for the honor because of its lloriginal approach to outreach in 
an unusual context that's worthy of being copied," according to James McDermott, the interfaith 
magazine's senior editor. 

"We were looking for a congregation that stepped outside the normal bounds of religious 
activity with a thoughtful, caring solution to a community problem,ll McDermott explained, The 
bronze plaque presented by Peale commended Southside members for "bringing spiritual help and 
comfort to a neglected company of men and women--over-the-road truckers." 

The idea of the ministry came to Raker three years ago as he read a home mission study 
book, Hugo and the Big Rig, to his son Lance. The story of a truck-stop chaplain prompted 
Baker to approach T.J. Atkinson, owner of Gasper's Truck Plaza in Kingdom City, for permission 
to provide counseling for the 2,500 truckers who daily pass through the sprawling truck stop. 

With Atkinson1s support, Baker took the idea to church and state mission leaders. Kay 
Hardage, director of Christian social ministries for .middle Missouri, helped develop a plan for 
staffing Gasperfs with teams of trained Baptist volunteers from area churches. 

Three nights a week .two counselors are on call a t  Gasper1s in a small. office furnished by 
Atkinson rent-free. The 17 regular volunteers include a school custodian, a divorced mother 
and a farmer. Wearing llTruckersl Ministerw narnetags, they're available to drivers eager to 
talk about troubles on the road, family problems, thelr fear of losing,their rig--and their 
life--on an ice-slicked curve. 

The volunteers don't find every trucker willing to talk to strangers. llA lot of people 
wonder why you're there, what you're going to get from it," admitted Bob Frey, pastor of 
Millersburg Baptist Church. "When they realize you do this because you love people they open 
up and talk. l1 

Jerry Cates, a wiry school custodian, finds many truckers are grateful to find a 
sympathetic ear. "I've been told many times by truckers, lHey, we appreciate you guys being 
here, just to have somebody to talk to besides four walls of a cab'." 

Cates, like all the volunteers, takes a low-key approach. "When I talk to a trucker we 
talk family or about their run. We're out there to listen, not to push Jesus. But if we let a 
trucker know wetre interested in him as a person, then he's willing to hear about Jesus," 
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Hardage reports 15 truckers have accepted Christ since the ministry began in April 1981. 
But she thinks other truckers may have been reached by cards printed with the ministry address 
and plan of salvation volunteers hand out. "You never know when somewhere down the road a 
trucker will pull out that card and consider what it means to be a Christian," she said. 

An unexpected benefit of the ministry has been response from Christian truckers. "We've 
been able to provide fellowship for Christian truckers who are seldom able to attend church," 
Hardage noted. "It really helps them to have someone along the road to encourage them." 

The ministry has taught Baker to rethink his idea of missions. "We have a tendency to see 
missions as something in a big city or with a language group or in a foreign country or in a 
crisis situati~n,~ he explained. "But this has helped a lot of Missouri Baptists realize they 
can do something right where they are." 

Joyce Currence, a divorced volunteer, came to that realization as she talked to a trucker 
unable to cope with marital problems. She shared honestly from her own painful experience and 
then suggested he try prayer as she had done. 

nYou don't really know how much you've helped ~ometimes,~ Currence observed. "But you 
just hope that in the end, through the care or understanding you've given them, that they've 
been able to see God through you," 
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Lottie Gifts Top Half Billion; 
Growing Needs Accent Urgency By Bob Stanley 

Baptist Press 
1 1 /24/82 

RICHMOND, Va. (BPI--Without fanfare the cumulative total for Southern Baptistst annual 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for foreign missions has passed the half-billion dollar mark. 

The offering, which provided' $3,315 when it started in 1888, represents a phenomenal 
Southern Baptist success story. It's the envy of many other missionary organizations which has 
no equal--or even a close rival. 

wI know of no other single faith offering for gospel witness overseas comparable to this 
one," says Gerald Anderson, director of the Overseas Ministry Study Center in Ventnor, N,J., a 
nondenominational continuing education service for missionaries. 

Since Charlotte Diggs (Lottie) Moon first wrote from China appealing to her fellow 
Southern Baptists to increase their support of missions the offering has generated 
$54 1 ,804,572. 

The 1982 goal of $58 million will provide more -than 46 percent of next year's Foreign 
Mission Board budget. It will support approximately 3,200 missionaries in 96 countries-the 
largest Protestant missionary force in the world. The hoard's other major source of financial 
support is the Cooperative Program, Southern Baptists' unified giving plan, 

From the start the Lottie Moon emphasis has been built on prayer and giving. Goals have 
increased dramatically in recent years as Southern Baptists embarked on Bold Mission Thrust, an 
effort to share the gospel with all people of the world by the year 2000. 

For the third year in a row the entire goal is being budgeted as part of the Foreign 
Mission Board I s  1983 budget. Its primary promoter, the Southern Baptist Womants Missionary 
Union in Birmingham, Ala., admits this is a bit scary. 

WMU Executive Director Carolyn Weatherford says she understands the urgent needs which 
require the full amount to be budgeted. But, she says, that still puts "quite a bit of 
psychological pressure on us." 

In fact, she explains, it came as a  colossal shockw some years ago when she first 
realized the Lottie Moon offering no longer was just providing for the special capital needs on 
the mission fields but was now paying a lion's share of the total overseas operating cost of 
the Foreign Mission Board. 

-more- 
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"I don't think the women have ever taken the Lottie Moon goals lightly," she said. ''But 
it's quite different now that we know $46 million of this yearts goal is required just to pay 
for the 'bread and meat1 costs of overseas  mission^.^ 

Despite the increased amounts required to send and support missionaries the 1982 Lottie 
Moon offering will provide $12 million for capital needs. This is a 50 percent increase over 
last year and is the largest sum ever available for such projects in a year. An additional 
$1.7 million will come from Cooperative Program funds. 

Capital funds pay for such items as missionary housing and vehicles, church buildings and 
equipment in evangelistic efforts. 

Such an increase in capital finds has long been needed. "For years," said Winston 
Crawley, the board vice president for planning, "we have been consistently running $6 million 
to $10 million short each year of meeting the field requests for capital funds." 

The West African country of Benin offers a good example. In 1981 the 14 career 
missionaries assigned there asked for capital funds for projects totaling $239,000. Although 
the 1981 offering topped its goal only $1 19,000 could be provided. 

"The problem is by the time we provide houses and cars for the missionaries wetre almost 
out of money," said John Mills, director for work in West Africa. 

Rapid expansion of the missions force in recent years has called for greater expenditures 
for missionary housing because the board can save money by avoiding the high rents charged in 
most countries. 

Cars, too, are expensive. The compacts which missionaries use in Benin cost $12,000 each, 

One request that could not be granted this year was $50,000 to help a 100-member 
congregation in Abomey construct a church building where many of the people fear evil spirits 
and sorcerers. 

Mills thinks the $50,000 could help buy land and then serve as a challenge fund which 
members would match. But prospects for aiding the church aren't too good, he added, unless 
Southern Baptists step up their level of giving. 

Last year they gave a record $50.7 million through the Lottie Moon offering. This was 
more than a 13 percent increase over the previous year despite the economic recession in parts 
of the United States. Another 14.2 percent increase will be needed to meet the 1982 goal. 

Board President R. Keith Parks emphasizes the worldwide outreach of Southern Baptists has 
been possible because church members have been united 'both in prayer and in concerned 
dedication of their lives and money. 

"Many factors e x i s t  today which could discourage us," he said. "But I believe this is a 
time for us to re-examine ourselves and be led to the kind of sacrificial commitment necessary 
to tell our world about Jesus. lt 
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School Prayer Survey 
Data Encouraging To Dunn By Stan Hastey 

Baptist Press 
1 1 /24/82 

WASHINGTON (BPI --Baptist church-state leader James M. Dunn reacted optimistically to a new 
poll by George Gallup Jr. showing a bare majority of Americans would approve requiring prayers 
in public school classrooms. 

The survey, conducted by the Princeton religion research center, a polling organization 
set up by Gallup to conduct annual polls on Americanst attitudes toward religion, showed 53 
percent of the people favor required prayers in public schools while 44 percent disapprove. 
Three percent said they had no opinion. 
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Dunn, who along with the organization he heads, the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, has been under fire within the Southern Baptist Convention for opposing President 
Reagan's proposed constitutional amendment on school prayer, said he was l1encouragedW with the 
Gallup findings. 

"Informed citizens are catching on to the hidden dangers of state-written prayer," Dunn 
said. "Folks are seeing that government at some level--classroom teacher, school board or 
state legislature--unavoidably would become involved and entangled in religion. Baptists, of 
all people, will continue to stand for church-state separation as a necessary safeguard for 
religious liberty." 

Dunn cited recent votes "rejecting the amendment to allow group worship in schoolw in 
Baptist state conventions in Texas, Alabama, Kentucky, Virginia, Missiouri, Tennessee, 
Arkansas, Louisiana and Maryland as "a sign that Southern Baptists are beginning to understand 
the mistake made at New Orleans," 

He referred to the passage of a resolution endorsing Reaganrs proposed amendment at the 
June meeting of the SBC in New Orleans: 

Dunn applauded the wording of Gallup's question on school prayer in the new survey which 
asked if the public favors "requiring prayers in the public ~chools.~ 

He noted that "too oftenn pollsters have asked if Americans favor "voluntaryw prayer in 
schools, a question he said invltes an affirmattve response. llGallupls latest survey gives us a 
more r e a l  i s t i c  Indication of p ~ o p l e ~ s  trur! feel i n ~ 3  on the issue, h e  added.  

Dunn repeated his earller charge t h a t  the Reagan amendment, proposed to Con~ress earlier 
this year, would invite state leaislators and local school boards to write and require the 
recitation of prayer in public school classrooms. 

He pointed to a White House document, prepared by the Department of Justice, declaring 
that under Reagan's proposal, ''states and communities would be free to select prayers of their 
own choosing. They could choose prayers that have already been written or they could compose 
their own prayers." Further, the White House document declared, "if groups of people are to be 
permitted to pray, someone must have the power to determine the content of such prayers." 

Such statements, Dunn said, "remove any doubt about the real Intention of President 
Reagan's proposed amendment to the Constit~tion.~ 
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Arizona Baptists Feed 
6,500 At Feast Of Plenty By Elizabeth Young 

Baptist Press 
11 /24/82 

PIlOI?NTX, Arix. (RP)--Thr skirs were cloudy over Phocn ix  Nov. 20 but nccordin~ to one 
television reporter the sun was shining over God I s  restaurant at Grand Canyon College as 6,500 
people from throughout the Valley of the Sun accepted the Central Association of Southern 
Baptistsf offer of a free Thanksgiving dinner. 

With a ton of turkey breasts and all the trimmings the Baptists prepared the Feast 
of Plenty for 10,000 as a gift of love for the greater Phoenix area. 

I 
The association placed advertisements in the city's morning and evening newspapers and on 

s i x  radio stations inviting everyone to come. The dinner became a media event and received 
news coverage, both before and after, on the the three major television stations, several radio 
stations and in the city newspapers, 

The wide exposure helped Baptists achieve their purposes, said Charles Brannon, director 
of missions for Central association, to "demonstrate to the community that Southern Baptists 
are here and we are a caring people." Southern Baptists have been in the valley 40 years, he 
said, and "this is the most publicity we've ever gotten." 
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Although the crowd was below expectations, Brannon said the dinner was a success. 
"We really didn't know how many to expect," he said. "If we had had 5,000 I would have been 
pleased." The Feast of Plenty did more than was anticipated because of what it did in the lives 
of the workers, he added. 

Approximately 800 people from churches throughout the association set up tables and 
chairs, made centerpieces, helped prepare the food and served at the sit-down dinner. Head chef 
was C. Orby Anderson, a member of North Phoenix Baptist Church and founding president of the 
American Academy of Chefs. 

The Feast of Plenty gave laypeople a concrete way to show their love for their community 
and they appreciated that opportunity, Brannon said. One worker who is moving out of state soon 
promised to fly back to help in the Feast of Plenty if it becomes an annual event. Another 
said working in the Feast of Plenty was Itthe most fun I've ever had in my life." 

Brannon said he believes the event was just "the beginning of a long-term miracle Southern 
Baptists are going to do in this valley." 

The Feast of Plenty included testimonies by former football coach Dan Devine and his wife 
Jo; a message of love from Frank Case, pastor of Church on Millin Tempe, Ariz., and music by 
Grand Canyon College choralaries and Bill Risinger from Loa Angeles. 

A brief invitation was given at the end of the program and three professions of faith 
were recorded. In additon local churches will have many prospects to follow up from the 
registration cards filled out by those attending the dinner. 

Trudy Johnson, di~ector of Rio Vista Baptist Center in South Phoenix, said the Feast of 
Plenty gave workers at the center a new contact with people in the community. Individuals and 
families with whom Rio Vista had no previous contacts rode buses from the center to attend the 
dinner. 

Already the dinner has opened doors for witnessing. The flier advertising the dinner 
pictured Christ, five loaves and two fishes and a Thanksgiving meal. A t  one home Johnson said 
a child pointed to the drawing of Christ and asked if he would be at the dinner. Johnson 
explained who Jesus is and said many people who knew Him would be there. 

Brannon, who got the idea for the Feast of Plenty from First Baptist Church, Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., which held a similar dinner for 3,000 last year, said the event cost between 
$17,000-$18,000. The project was not included in any church or associational budget but was 
funded through contributions from churches, individuals and businesses. 
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North Carolina Baptists 
Support Prayer Amendment 

Baptist Press 
11  /24/82 

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. (BP)--North Carolina was the only major Southern Baptist state 
aonvention to endorse President Ronald Reagan's proposed constitutional amendment on prayer in 
public schools. 

Just over 800 messengers remained to vote by the final business session of the annual 
meeting of the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina Nov. 17. At that session, with 
d bat limited to two minutes on each side of an issue, the messengers ignored a resolution 
presented by the resolutions committee opposing the amendment. 

Instead a substitute motion favoring the proposal passed 506-308. The action was 
consistent with a resolution passed by the Southern Baptist Convention in New Orleans last June 
but was opposite the action of nine other Baptist state conventions which haven taken stands 
against the amendment. 



Page 7 Baptist Press 

Messengers also approved a highly-restrictive abortion resolution ( sanctioning the 
proceedure only in emergency situations where the life of the mother is clearly in danger); 
called for an "immediate, permanent, bi-lateral" agreement between the United States and 
Russia limiting the "testing, production and deploymentw of nuclear weapons and opposed the 
granting of tuition tax credits to parents who send their children to private schools. 

A resolution asking the Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention to convene 
in special session to consider ways to resolve the differences currently troubling the 
convention failed. 

More than 3,500 messengers registered for the three-day meeting an? adopted a budget of 
$22.25 million, second largest state convention budget in the SBC (behind Texas). Of that 
amount, 35.2 percent will be sent to national and worldwide mission and educational causes 
outside of North Carolina through the Cooperative Program of the SBC, This is an increase of 
two-tenths of one percent and keeps North Carolina on schedule to send 38 percent of its budget 
to SBC causes by the year 2000. 

All three elected officers of the qonvention were returned to office. President Frank 
Campbell, pastor of First Baptist Church in Statesville, was unopposed for a second one-year 
term. First Vice President Henderson Belk, a layman from Charlotte and Second Vice President 
Alfred Lineberry, a layman from Greensboro, won against competition. 

'Longtime observers said this was one of the calmest, most peaceful and most pleasant 
conventions in 15 years," Gene Puckett, editor of the North Carolina Biblical Recorder, said, 
In recent years controversies over construction of a new Baptist building, convention-supported 
Wake Forest University and the state paper, the Biblical Record, had created disharmony at the 
meeting . 
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CORRECTION: In (BPI dated 11/22/82 entitled "California Baptists Oppose Proposed Tuition Tax 
Credits," please correct graph eight, line one to read: William Crews, not William Prews, 
pastor, Magnolia Baptist Church, Riverside. 

Thanks, 
BP 
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Editor's rote: A t  f 3 b ~  reqtsst of mLe w, pfessor of Qlristian theolqy, m r n  Baptif 
Ttteological S e m i w ,  rn are distributing to the Baptist state papers an additional statement 
by him on recent actiorts ?Yy the Arkansas Baptist State Orrvmticn. See "m TheaZaqt Draw6 
Arkansas Resolution, " Bapkist Press-, Wembx~ 19, 1982. 

Reply To Arkansas Baptists 
i q m1e w y  

On Nov. 19, 1982, Dm Martin a£ the Baptist Press failed to vepoxt that the wxd 
"apstasy" (falling away) manes frm the Greek knmd 'apostenai' fourd in Hebrews 3:12 and is 
supported by other wr& in Wbreves 2:s-4, 3:7-4:13, 6:4-6, 10:26-31, 12:1+7 a d  other 
scriptures in the New ~ t a m m t .  This explanation is found on the very first page, page 348, 
in h p t e r  55 in r ry  baok m The Wrd Of Truth,  W r d m s  2981. 

Yet the very page" pep 2, of the bptist  Ress f o r  Nov. 29, 1982 reparts Jimmy 
Milliken, professor of W Test2larant at Mid-America Raptist Theological Semi~w, am 
independent schml i.n *-is, Tenn., as sayinq that one q h t  ko bE? hrmest and " jo in  saw 
ot-llcr cknlrdl" i f  hc a%ms "to klw mnwpt. tint t:lw nihle teaches aptnsy . ' '  

This wid require all mmitxzrs of t ? ~  Baptist churches who can read wen -1ish and 
especially Greek to "join aasne other church. " The Baptist Press needs better reporting than 
this and a New Tkstamnt pmfessar s3h3Uld krYClW the New Tkstammt better t h n  Jirmny Milliken, 

Arkansas Baptists b v e  charged m witrh 'haresy an the basis of the Baptist F'aith and 
Wssage Statement of 1963, Article 5. The last tm p a r a m  of chapter 55 in ny baok, Ths 
OJbrd Of Truth, on which the charge9 are based, accept the Ekptist Faith and Message Statement 
2%3. 

Arkansas Baptists knew that I accepted the Baptist Faith and mssage Statemmt of 1963 
before the Southern Binptiat Convention did. It is mt as clear on the Trinity an8 the Kimgda 
of God as I would m, Wt I can accept the rest of the statement rww. That is far better 
than many of my accusers aan h. 

Arkansas Baptists should also krm that I am the first person in the history of the 
Southern Baptist TheaZiogical Seminary that b s  been requird to sign t w i c e  the Abstract of 
Principles of 18%. That is the issue now with Dr. ldrry Tm Honeycutt. This i s  creedalism at 
i t s  wrst , 

Refore I signed the Abstract of Principles the second time, I submitted a seven-gage 
letter and a seven-page revision of the Abstract of Principles to both Dr. Duke K. McCalJ. and 
Dr. my m Mataeycutt (XI Feb, 8, 1980. 

5 Article XI11 of Ifhe &tract of Principles of 18W reads as follaws: "The Perseverence 
the Saints. 

"RK>se whom G33 hath accepted in the &loved and sanctified by His 
Spirit, w i l l  never total;Ly, or finally fall  away from the state of 
grace, but shall persevere to the end; and though W y  m y  fall, 
through mglect and tsimptatim, into sin, *reby they grieve Ehe 
Spirit, b p ~ r 8  their graces and cmnforts, bring reproach m the 
chu& W tampral judgemnt uprm themselves, yet they shall be 
rerev& again unto repeatace and be kept by the p r  of W 
through faith unto aalvat ian . " 



1. , -' " 
" My letter of rstanding to Dr. IXzke K. McCall and to Dr. Fby ke Hmeycutt on Feb. 8, 

1980, explained whyP&ere is c& mistranslation of scripture, three deviations from scripture, 
and one contradiction of scripture in Article XIII. 

M y  explanations on Article XI11 said, "Article XI11 of the Abstract of Principles of the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary can hardly b 'in accordance with and m t  contrary to' 
Article I." 

Article I says, "The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments were given by inspiration of 
Gad and are the cnly sufficient, certain and authoritative rule of all saving -ledge, faith 
and obedience." It is surprising that Article XI11 has gone unchallenged so long in the light 
of Article I with which I agree with m reservations whatsoever. 

Article XI11 speaks of "those whom God has accepted in the Beloved, " but this is the 
mistranslation of e s i m s  1:6, the authorized King James Version. It should read, 'Which He 
freely bestowed upon us in the Beloved" (American Standard Version). 

Article XI1 says that "sanctification is progressive," but Article XI11 speaks of those 
"sanctified by His Spirit." This sounds like plnctiliar sanctification in the past rather than 
progressive sanctificatim of the present. Hebrews 12:14-17 exbrts us to: "follcw after pace 
with all rrren, and the sanctification without which m man shall see the linrd: looking 
carefully, lest there be any man that falleth short of the grace of God; lest m y   lot of 
bitterness springing up trouble you, asld thereby the m y  k def ild: lest there be any 
fornicater, or profane person, as Esau, who for m e  mss of mat sold his own birthright. For 
ye krvsw that wen when kre afterward desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected; for I-re 
found m place for a change of mind (weptence) in his father, though he sought it diligently 
with tears." 

Article XI11 seem to say that me can "fall away from a state of grace" but "never 
totally mr finally," but Galatians 5:4 identifies those who "are fallen from grace" with those 
who are severed from Christ (American Standard Version). A.T. lbbertson says that severence 
from mist means "to make null and mid." His crrnrnent on Galations 5:4 says: "Paul does not 
mince words and carries the logic to the end of the course. He is mt, of course, speaking of 
occasional sins, Zxlt he has in m i d  a more serious matter, that of substituting law for Christ 
as the agent of salvation. " As usual, he (Mbertson) is precisely correct, W t  Swthern 
Baptists have rat read him carefully. The Calvinistic tyranny of tradition still twists 
Scripture. This is said mly of those who persevere to the end. Of course, all who persevere 
to the end will be saved ( M k  13: 13). Compare Wvelatim 13: 10, 14: 12 (New American Standard 
Bible ) . 

Article XI11 does mt speak of those a did mt prsevere as in Mark 4:17 and Uce 8:13, 
but it doss say some "may fall through raeglect and temptation, into sin." Galations 6:l says a 
man overtaken in a trespass should b restored, lxlt this is mt called a falling "out of grace" 
as in Qlations 5:4. 

When Article XI11 speaks of those who "grieve the Spirit" the language is from Isaiah 
63:lO where the reference is to the wilderness generation that perished. Grieving the Spirit 
is mentioned in rn other places in the nible, so F@hesi42ns 4:30 m t  likely has Isaiah 63:10 in 
m i n d .  

The reference to "tempoxal judgements" agrees with I Cbrinthians 5 : s  and 11:30-32, h t  
the last statement added to the Westminister Confession of 1647 by the Elder William Qllins of 
Petty France Church in Lcmdon, when he mrked it over in the second ladldon Qnfessim of 1677, 
is a allision with =brews 6:4-6. It is mt difficult to see this when the t w  are aasnpared: 

Elder Collins: 'Yet they shall be renewed again unto repentence." 
Hebrews 6:4-6, American Stzlndard Versim: "It is impssible to 
renew them again unto repentence." 

What in other points w s  an uneasy hush with the Bible has become a Bang- collison. 

If confessians are to be used, Article XI of the New Hampshire mfession of 1833 is far 
better, mich says: 'We k l i e v e  that such only are weal believers as endure unto the end; and 
their persevering attachment to mist is a grand m r k  that distinguishes them from mere 
("superficial" in the 1853 editim) believers; that a special providence watches cnrer their 
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welfare and (that) are kept by the p e r  (sf God through faith unto salvation. Better 
still are the original dmumnts of the Scriptures given by inspiration of God. To the 
Scriptures alone is my cmscious completely captive. " Article I of the Abstract of Principles 
takes precedence over all that follaws. 

NCkJ sdenly cn Nw. 1, 1982, i n  mder to get on record that he asked re for ny 
resignation before the Arkansas Baptists did an Nov. 17, 1982, Dr. Lee mycutt writes: 

"Should yw decide to implement your resignation, to be 
effective Dec. 31, 1982, I Meed to receive your mtice rm 
later than FViday, Nov. 5, 1982. If you d m s e  to reject 
this option of resignation (or retirement), it will be 
imperative for me @ consider othe, options available to the 
President as v e  nwve to resolve the current problem." 

I did mt receive t h t  letter until Nov. 8. I have mt resignd and do rot plan to r tire 
uder  pressure. 

My defense is based on Articles I and XVIII of the Abstract of Principles of 1858, which 
say: 

Article I. The Scriptures: The Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament were given by inspiration of Gcd and are 
the mly  sufficient, certain an<]. authoritative rule 
of all savinq krmledge, faith and obedience. 

Article XVIII. Liberty of Omscience: "a alone is b r d  of the 
amscience, and H e  had left it free from the 
doctrines and mnnnandmats of men, which are in 
anything contrary to His Wrd, or rot contailbed 
in it (the Word of Gcd). 

I b l i e v e  every mrd of Articles I and XVIII of the Abstract of Principles of 1858, so I 
am w b l e  to accept any statemt which b s  mt agree with them. 

If Arkansas Ehptists are looking for kresy, they can find it in the largest Baptist 
church in L i t t l e  m k ,  Arkansas. I have before m the so-calld sermon of Dr. W.O. Vauqht 
preached against me an Oct. 22, 1982. In this taped tirade, he proclaimed the eternal security 
of believers who have berome atheists and Lmbelievers. Hundreds and prhaps thousands of these 
tapes -re sent out to stir q w i t i o n  to m e .  

Here are his exact mrds: "The approach of experience says this, that even though you 
s in , and you even get to the place where ym say ' 1 ' 11. never go to church again. I ' 11 never 
rt*d the Bible again. I don't believe in God anpnre,' the Bible says that you can't urdo your 
:;,ilvatim even if yar do that." k5 k contini~es in his excessive zeal, he says, "If we. blieve 
not (yw aome to the place where you say 'I don't helievc mymore. I'm mt going a n p r e .  I'm 
an unketievex raw. I remunce it.')," mtice what he says. "If wle klieve not, yet he abideth 
f;l i thful . Fle rnnnot deny Hirnscl E .  F l e  never lms. He never will . He can' t tkny h n  he mi(1 
'No m e  m n  take them out of my hands.' It can't b done." 

I believe in the ~ecurity of believers as long as they are still hlievers, bt I do mt 
kl ieve in the eternal security of t h e  believers who become atheists and unbelievers. For 
b l i e v e r s  to became atheists and unblievers would be apostasy for which there is no remedy 
according to Hebrews 6:&6, lo:%-31, 12:14-17. 

Dr. W.O. Vaught seem to think that he is the Ayatolah of Arkansas who can plt his wn 
mrds abwe the Wrd of W. I think this is m i g h t  heresy. I 

I do mt intend to resign or retire until it is mandatory, if this kind of pressur 
continues. I urderstard tht the mindawry date for my retiremt wder the cantract vikn I 
became 65 is July 31, 1985. I had thqht I m l d  retire July 31, 1983, but I believe this 
m l d  be unfair  to my students, my colleagues, and to the Southern Baptist Theological Sexnimry 
a d  even to the SOuthern Baptist Convention, a11 of which I lave dearly. I regard this as 
intimidation and panic, so intend to remain steadfast and, i f  necessary, a-1 my case all  
the my to the ~ssociakidn Of Theological SclPool4. 
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w e l ~ r e  and (t-t) by the prer of Ood thra@h fait6 .slmim. mter 
still are the of the Gcriptur s given by inspiratim, .af 4333. m, -tb 
Miptuns slon is ly t&Wh&a@ e t e l y  oaptive. " Rrt icle I of Ua h h $ e  ofPr%tWipl~ 
takes pr- amt a l z  tkt wows* 

Ma) suk3mly an -. kOB2, in ceder to get on repord that h. ask& um foS 
msigmtion before the , .  b p t i . ~  did on H N .  17, 1982, IR. ~y l+e tLR(NClltt ~ i * :  

''SImM yw"&W#h 4s. inp1- px xeeignation, to be 
effective IleE, 3, 2982, I need to receive y #)tie m 
later than Friday, W .  5, 1982. If you &mse~ lm reject 
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this cptian of rdgrmtim (or ret irearent ) , it will be 
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i-ative far =-is aenai&r otki options mailable to the 
President aa m #We & ' m ~ $ Z v e  the marrat pmbf,m+" 

I did mt r t t~ ive  ff&.wteg:'~i3t 8. I hnrc tpt m~ p - , ~  
uff;ter pressure. 

,- ~y defense is w cn ~ t a l a .  I ik WIII of the +tract of ~ r i r n i p ~ a  US, ' ~ i a  
Say: 

Article I, - !W -!@mest T b  Scriptures of the Old em3 NEW 
. . 
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MWm#?t mre given lqr inspiratim of Gocl and are 
,am' 2- 
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th arly wff icient, -stain and authoritative -rule 
- .  - of all- gaviriq k m ~ l e ,  e i th  and &dim. 

Article XVIII. W&rty Of Wwcicnce: "009 a m  kr t m d  of the 
c&B@g~jle,  and I k  h d  left it Erm £ran the 
~dactrk-mm Md a m a d m n t s  of trren, 'which are in 
m w  mtrary to His W d ,  ca mt amtaimd 
in it Mbrd of God ) . 

I believe every )pEd ot.-Mi~lb. I W XVIlI of the &&act of Principles of l . 9 ~ :  .D I 
- am unable ta accept any ~~t b s  mt agree with U e m .  . . 

> .  

If Arkansas Baptist8 WP) &adking far hwesy, they ctgn fird it in  t h  Us-t &$@Sh 
church in Little Elock, Z h m e  rn khe BCWZU~~ s&mcm of Dr. W,O. \tb@ht 
prea- against a. ol w... 0~*1982. In #is taped tirade, h. p x x l a i d  tW tWW rraaity 
nf be1 ievers who 'have & &&is& and mibliwers.  Ebr%%eBs an8 perhap6 tX.iolrsands of tMse 
taps were sent a t  tm a i r  up -itim to m. 

Here are his e-t &: "%e agpro~ich of e w r i m  a y ~  this, that wen YW 
sin,  and yrxl even get to E b  p ~ . ~ r ~  my '1'11 never go to &UF& w i n .  1-1 kWWE 
read the Bible again, f &% tiie in God anymre, ' the Bible s~ip that m. e m  ' t d b  W r  
: * i l v ~ t i m  even i f  yul cb that." lls he cmtinues in his excessive zeal, k Mye, "If we hlieve 
mt (ynu aoane to the pLf%Os Wbg8 ynu say '1 dm't helieve arqmre. I'm mt going -e. I ' m  
an tmh2iever m. 1% St,')," Mice what he s y s .  "If we hlleve e, pt fW3 'dbi&th 
h i t~hf tr l  Fie r m t  *--If. He never Ins. He never will. M an't 4 % ~  cshen k wid 

h .  
'No me can take thmk-~mRq*trliy W s . '  It m't b dme." 

: I believe in tk q#aggf&y.aE beliavars as l m q  as t b y  are still believers, tat X ISo mt . 
- bsliwe in the eternal +r:i'ky of tW$e be2iewdxa vJho becane atheists and mkeLiwera. F ~ x  
I . bet i-rs to became atW8tw .& Uqpg3&iwrk -1d be qaetasy for them is m reftlgdyl 

mkew~ 6$WJ w%%.%, 12:14-17. k 
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Dr. W.0. Vmght gsa*l ~ ~ t h i r k  tbt be is the Ayatuldh of ArkamA$ rLI) aan plt his mm 
f wrds &awe the -49 of - 5 think *Prs /is dorarrigbt hmmy. 
b.- 

F -  I do rot in- % i 4 g w  or m i r e  until it is mktxbtary, i f  &is k i d  of prw~~% 
cmtinuea. I uders- tlW4&W mwktnw a t e  my ~ E r e a m t  um!hr the t&m I 

. . W p m  65 i s  July 3%, EM. I had th@k Z W l d  retire Jb&y 32, 1983, b t  I WLlm tbia 
nnFrlxlag. IM unfair # #-r QF mxl-~, wAI W t h  SW%ZSI m i a t  Tb~i@&-1 a " Wmm to the m : & - i n t t  Gtmwmtiar, a l l o f  &it& I l w e b r l y ,  I regatdthinas 
intimidation dl d, i f  -wrA-l y aB# all 
the my b3 the 
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