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Top Ten Givers 
Bold Mission 

I s Y  t D  y' 
HOUSTON, Juqe l0c4outh Main ~a~rr/B/i!'%urc~ of flOuatoq and Sunny $#la I.pt%r(i Church 

of Fullerton, Calif., led the Southern Baptlrt Convention i n  g i f t s  to  the 1978 Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offerin8 for home missions. 

T h  top la churchao In both total  and per capst. #if t m  ta tb sf fering urm annomeed 
by W i l l i a m  G. Tanner, executive diractor-treraurer af the Elm Waq1aa Board, d u r i ~  
ceremonies a t  W o a a n ' m  Miseionary Vnion'r annual meet- preceding the Sautbra' Baptirt 
Couventioa he-. 

brmeth L. Chafin, paator of South Main, received 8 plaque from Tanner f r the 
church* a offering of $22,951. 

G. W i l l l a m  Grady, paator of S m y  Ellllr, also got 8 plaque for the chu*~h'# @ffa*$ng 
of $1,624.36 which averaged $36.09 for each of the 45 reaident oenberu. 

The mlm6ion board compiled tb limts of top 10 churchea from 1978 waif rm church 
l e t t e r s  on flle with the S d y  School Board i n  larkvflle. 

Nine other chuxchae leading i n  total  g i f t 8  racaived l a t t e r6  of commendation and a 
boak. They were F i r s t  Baptist Church of Amarillo, Texan, $19,322; F i r s t  Baptist Church 
of Colmbw, Mima., $17,054; F i r s t  Baptist Church of Recarut, Ga., $15,641; Firat 
Baptier Church of Houmtoa, $15,440; First Baptist Church of San Antonio, $15.104; 
Second Ponce de Lrm Baptist Church of Atlanta, $14,902; Y t r r t  Baptsnt Church of S k e ~ p a r t ,  
La., $13,962; F irat  Baptiat Church of Coldw,  Oa., $13,922; md Wietrco b a d  Baptist . 

Church of Atlanta ,  813,308. 

Leedtng chwchse in per capita gift6 per resident rember d80 honored ~ 8 m  
Patmemille Brptioe Church o t  lseu tondon, I.C., $39.55 for each of 29 h e r s ;  Rifle 
Southern Baptist Chapel of Bifle, Colo., $29.45 for eucb of 98 widerr; Raw 8- &ptirt 
Church of Ona, Fla, $27.89 for each of 85 remident ~ e x r ;  Ilagt*!: W P ~  
st Keysvtlle, Go., $25 for aach of mevan d a r e ;  lDwr Canead Wpt$ut Qweh ~f 8 9 ~  
H i l l ,  War., $25 for each of six member.; Betea Park BwEist &web 02 &Mtii P=ks GO&, p 

$23.44 for  each of 39 amberm; Uduay u p t i a t  Church of Lamam, Tes., $21.03 fa t  each 
-C  68 members; Hart Camp Baptist Chwch of  Lit t lef ie ld ,  Tax., $20.91 for mch of the 
23 h e r e ;  m d  Hill Creek Baptint Chureh of Riehlondr, Va., $20.62 for rech f 26 
resident d e r a .  

By Judy Tauchron-10: XI p.m. Sunday 
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Bold Mission 
Roundup for Monday PMS While It Is Yet Day! 

HOUSTON, June 11--A missionary to the underprivileged In Houston told Southern 
Baptist women here Monday that times of death provide the best opportunity to ahare 
the .Christian faith in the ghettos. 

Mildred McWhorter, director of the Baptist Center and Fellowship'~enter a8 a 
hama missionary, reported she's called upon to conduct graveside services in her 
assistance to thoee persons uneouched by the ministries of local Baptist churches. 

Through the two Baptist centers, Southern Baptists minister to about 5,000 
persons a year, many in the 56 Bible etudy groups offered each week, she said. 

The missionary added rhe azso finds jobs for the unemployed, makee medical 
referrals for the sick, enrols others in the work program to earn food and clothing, 
and halpe young people on drugs. 

McWhorter described the Houston ministries for almost 3,000 women attending 
the two-day annual meeting of Woman's Missionary Union, auxiliary of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, at  the Civic Center Music Hall. 

The women's group is one of five Baptist organizations closing out meetings 
Monday night in advance of the three-day meeting of the SBC which atarta Tuesday 
at the Summit. The other Baptist groups are composed of pastors, ministers o f  
education, ministers of music, and associational directors of miesions. 

The pastors were treated to a series of sermons, including w e  by .:Ralph W. 
Stone, paator of North Jacksonville Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Fla., on the 
seeds of succros. 

"God has placed wtthln every human being either the seeds of success or the 
seede of failure,'' Stone contended. "You become the deciding factor as to which 
seeds you will SOW. 

"I know that many people do not like the word success because the only thing 
they ever associate with it is money. Money is not a true criteria for success. 
The most successful people I know are not wealthy at all. Their livee are characterized 
by a good family, steady employment, and an involvement in their church." 

Stone listed his seven principles of success as a sense of direction, under- 
standing, courage, charity, esteem, self-confidence and spirit. 

Jim Henry, pastor of First Baptist Church, Orlando, Fla., described for the 
ministers the role of the pastor as a shepherd. 

"Some churches want lap dogs, some want yap dogs, and some want lead dogs. 
God has called us as lead shepherds and you will find, nearly without exception, 
that the churches that are doing businese with God are marked with strong pastor- 
shepherds. " 

Richard A. Jackson, pastor of North Phoenix Baptist Church, Phoenix, Arix., 
also addressed the pastors. 

The 122nd annual meeting of the SBC, expected to attract about 18,000 messengers 
from 50 states will feature addresses by former White House Aide Charles Col~on 
Tuesday, by Evangelist Billy Graham on Wednesday and by countty comic Jerry Glower 
and Rusreian Baptist dissident Georgi Vins on Thursday. 

-30- 
By Roy Jmnings--ll:30 p.m., Sunday 

#GhL 3 7  5 

South rn Baptist Convention, Houston, June 12-14,1979 



Pas to r s  ' Conference 
Bold Mission 

While It Is Yet Day! 

SBC News Room 
The Summit, Houston 
(713) 850-9127 
Wilmer C. Fields 
SBC Press Representative 
Robert O'Brien 
News Room Manager 
Normen Jameson 
Photography/Features Manager 

HOUSTON, June 10---The apening sess ion of the  two-day conference of Southern B a p t i s t  
pas to r s  was used as a platform here  Sunday n igh t  t o  endorse Adrian Rogers, pas to r  of Bellevue 
Bap t i s t  Church, Memphis, as t h e  conservatives '  candidate f o r  t h e  presidency of t h e  
Southern Bap t i s t  Convention. 

W.A. Criswell ,  pas to r  of F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church, Dal las ,  and former SBC pres ident ,  made 
the unqual i f ied  endorsement during t h e  opening remarks of h i s  address t o  t h e  8,000 
preachers. 

'We w i l l  have a g r e a t  t i m e  he re  i f  f o r  no o the r  reason than t o  e l e c t  Adrian Rogers a s  
pres ident  of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  C o n ~ e n t i o n , ' ~  Criswel l  said.  

Cr iswel l ' s  church opera tes  Cr iswel l  Centkr f o r  B i b l i c a l  Studies ,  a hotbed of Southern 
Bap t i s t  conservat ives  concerned about l ibe ra l i sm i n  the  13.2 mi l l ion  member denomination. 

I n  an in terview following t h e  address Cr iswel l  s a i d  he expects  Rogers t o  be nominated 
and elected, even though he explained the re  is an "unwritten law" t h a t  fo rb ids  a former 
SBC pres ident  t o  nominate a candidate f o r  t h a t  o f f i c e .  

Criswell a l s o  indicated t h a t  i f  Rogers is nominated and agrees  t o  run,  two o the r  
candidateo, Bailey Smith, pas to r  of F i r s t  Southern Bap t i s t  Church, DeZ City ,  Okla.; 
and J e r r y  Vines, pas to r  of Dauphin Way Bapt i s t  Church, Mobile, Ala., w i l l  withdraw t h e i r  
names. Rogers and t h e  o the r  two pas to r s  a r e  t h e  th ree  candidates repor tedly  conmitted 
t o  d o c t r i n a l  reform wi th in  the  denomination, pr imari ly  over the  i s sue  of b i b l i c a l  
inerrancy. 

Rogers, pas to r  of t h e  l a r g e s t  Southern Bap t i s t  church e a s t  of t h e  Miss iss ippi  River 
with more than 10,000 members, s a i d  God hadn't  'lspoken t o  h i s  hear t t '  about o f f e r i n g  himself 
a s  a candidate bu t  that he should know by Tuesday, da te  of t h e  e l e c t i o n  t o  choose a 
successor t o  Pres ident  Jimmy Allen of San Antonio. It was Rogers who f i r e d  t h e  opening 
vol ley  a t  l ibexal ism i n  an address  kicking o f f  the  pas to r s '  conference a t  the  CoLisem. 

Rogers expressed concern about the  l ibe ra l i sm t h a t  he  claims i s  taking over Bap t i s t  
col leges ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and seminaries. H e  a l s o  attacked Bapt i s t  pubZications f o r  t h e i r  
support of the  seminaries and denominational agencies,  and s t a t e d  t h a t  every Bap t i s t  church 
with an e x c e l l e n t  track record i n  annual baptisms is "a conservative Bible-believing church" 
with pas to r s  who "believe i n  t h e  i n e r r a n t ,  i n f a l l i b l e  ward of God. 

"It i s  not t h e  only ingredient ,"  he s a i d ,  "but i t  is t h e  b a s i c  ingredient .  

"I 've been reading our Baptist publ icat ions ,"  Rogers continued, 'They're saying t o  
fo rge t  orthodoxy and g e t  on wi th  evangelism and missions. That ' s  r id icu lous ,  What you 
be l i eve  determines what you do. Your zea l  i s  never any g r e a t e r  than your convic t ion and 
your conviction comes ou t  of the  word of God. 

"If those l i b e r a l s  w i l l  ever  come t o  t h e  Croas of C h r i s t ,  a l l  heaven w i l l  break loose," 
he sa id .  

Another speaker a t  the  opening sess ion  of  t he  conference of pas to r s  devoted most of h i s  
address t o  an attack on l i b e r a l i s m  i n  the  denomination. 

James Itobieon, evange l i s t  of Burs t ,  Texas, l a i d  i f  Southern B a p t i s t s * t o l e r a t e  the  
l ibe ra l i sm of  t h e  convention "we w i l l  be g u i l t y  of t h e  death" of the convention. 

Even Pres ident  Allen d i d n ' t  escape Robison's c r i t i c i sm.  

Robinson saId--he-disagre8d with,;Prebident Allen's recent  etatement . t h a t  "There a r e  
those who would l i k e  t o  change t h e  agenda of the convention f rm m i s s  ns t o  orthodoxy, " iP 
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Page 2--Pas tors ' Conf erencc 
and that "such a shift of emphasis would be tragic because it would make us miss God's 
initiatives at a time when we are in a unique position to become a flash point in 
spiritual awakening." 

In rebuttal, Robison said that "without the Bible you have no message. Without the 
Bible you have no evangelism. Without the Bible you have no mission...and it does 
matter which Bible you believe." 

Host of Robison's attack however was aimed at professors of Baptist colleges and 
seminaries. lie said Satan works w s r  effectively when he influences the "minds of 
those who teach others.. .sowing seeds of doubt and skepticism." 

"How many are coming out o f  our seminaries with a zeal for souls?" Robison asked. 
"there are some, but It's in spite of and not becauee of our institutSons." 

Robieon aleo defended Harold Lindsell, editor emeritus of Christianity Today and 
president of the Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship who asked liberals to leave the 
SBC. He said editors of Baptist publications should not have attacked him in their 
editorials and "it's a shame that a seminary president called him and his book 'poppycock."' 

"We must elect a president not only dedicated to the inerrancy of the word of God, 
but who will stand to remove any seminary professor who doesn't believe in the inerrant 
Word o f  God," Robison said. 

By Charlie Warren--ll:40 Sunday night 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Sunday Campus Ministers 

HOUSTON, June 10--Campus minis ters  l i v e  on the cut t ing edge of the  f ron t i e r  of 
theology and ministry, John Newport, noted Fort Worth lec turer  and theologian, sa id  Sunday 
a t  the University of Houston Religion Center. 

Addressing the  th i rd  annual meeting of rhe nearly 100-strong Association o f  Campus 
Ministers, Newport eaid, "Many want t o  study re l ig ion  but not many want t o  pay the pr ice 
of being a campus minister." 

Newport, who w i l l  become v ice  president f o r  academic a f f a i r s  a t  Southwestern Baptis t  
Theologica~ Seminary i n  Fort Worth July 1, addressed current irnues i n  society which campus 
miniatera face. 

He ident i f ied  two issues: the expansion of consciousness and futurology. Xn 
two future addresses during the two-day meeting, Newport w i l l  add other  issues,  including 
a r t s  and media, the use of the Bible a s  a moral guide and a t t i t udes  toward miracles. 

Both futurology and mind expansion can complement the functione of Chris t iani ty,  
he said. 

"Some contend the biggost deterrent  to c r ea t i v i t y  and expanded coneciousners is  
orthodox rel igion,"  Newport said.  " ~ u t  f o r  Christians, BibXf cal t r ad i t i on  is not a 
deterrent." 

Recent movements i n  mind expansion Include the charisrnatic plovement, o r  speaking 
i n  tongues, he added. "From these charismatics and from f a r  eastern rel igions,  we can 
learn lessons of the  pos i t ive  aspects of interpersonal relat ionships,  exnotionalism, 
spontaniety and the  use of the  subconscious. 

"Southern ~ a p t i s t s '  genius has been the  mediating role--seeing the lessons i n  
these disciplines and t rying t o  move both extremes toward the middle without being caught 
inbetween." . 

O f  the,presence of futurology, whtch he defined a s  a catch-all  term f o r  planning 
for the future,  Newport said Southern Baptists can respond to I t s  challenges, 

"Futurology emphasizes the  importance of the world-wide movement t o  recover moral 
and s p i r i t u a l  values," Newport said.  

"This i r  what Southern Baptists a r e  a l l  about: i n  Bold Mission Thrust." 

By Judy Touchton--ll:30 p.m., Sunday 
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HOUSTON, June 10-A womn professor i n  soc i a l  work education a t  Southern Baptist  
Theological Seminary a t  LouLsville, Ky., ca l led  on the Southern Baptis t  Convention here 
Sunday night t o  take s tepe t o  make young women aware o f  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  facing them i f  they 
answer God's c a l l  t o  en te r  densminational work. 

Anne Davia to ld  300 par t ic ipants  a t  a dinnzr fo r  wonen In church-related vocations t ha t  
too many girls come t o  Da i~ t i s t  seminaries thinking an education w i l l  guarantee them a place 
i n  dencminatioaal o r  church l i f e .  

"Our denoxination i n  its l i t e r a t u r e  and through other  procesncs must begin e a r l i e r  t o  
acquaint young woaen ca l led  of God t o  what may be i n  wore  f o r  them i f  they answer that 
ca l l , "  Davis   aid. 

She said the r c a l i t y  of the 8 i f f i cu l t y  of a women get t ing the position she thinks she 
hes been ca l led  for--and then trained t o  f i l l - -of ten does not otr ike u n t i l  l a t e  in the 

process. 

"I have a l o t  of yocng women i n  ny clas~es wondering what they a r e  going t o  do," ahe 
said. "The idoa thz t  they .r:ill be guzran t~ed  p l a c e ~ e n t  upon con?lerion of t h e i r  seminary 
work j u s t  does not vsrk." 

Davis sa id  she think6 it i s  "clore difficult--much nore d i f f i cu l t "  f o r  a woman t o  pursue 
a Southern Baptiot cereer  today thzn i t  t:as 20 years ago, "It v?zs eas ie r  f o r  me when X 
s ta r ted ,  because people worerr' t looking f o r  me. " 

- - 

The professor c h c ~ a c t e r ~ c e d  today as a d i f f i c u l t  time for  women i n  Southern Baptist  
life , 

"But i n  our de,ncnination t o  an!ce progress you just about always have t o  suf fe r  tempo- 
ra ry  eetbacks before you can rzkr: aay long-rar.ge gains." 

Davis sa id  one of  the mjor s teps  confronting women i n  seoking a re l ig ious  ca l l ing  is 
competence. 

"In our society, i nco~pc t en t  man cen be hired t o  f i l l  a position. A woman has t o  be 
competent t o  get tho, jc5." 

The dinner meeting was held as part  of the annual meeting of the  woman's Missionary 
Union. It grew out of an inter.-?3ency consultation on women i n  church-related vocations 
l a s t  September In Nash-~ille.  

Laura Fry, evangelisia consultant with women fo r  the Home Mission Board in Atlanta, said 
women need t o  become mrs coascious of the ro le  they can assume i n  Southern Baptis t  l i f e .  

Too often, women a r e  ruled out of jobs just  because they have always been occupied by 
a man, she contended. 

"Just the suggestion that: i t  could be f i l l e d  by a woman often opena doors. 

"In my p i l g r b a ~ e  thus far with God's leading, X have learned tha t  he is constantly 
preparing c.3 fzr the naxt s tep  he wznts u s  t o  take. We may not understand now why we ere 
experiencing what  we are,  but we must t r u s t  t ha t  he i s  growing us for  tha t  next step. 

"A5 a woma3 i n  a church-related vocation, I have learned both patience and persistence." 

\ Fry said women nust be pat ient .  

"At the sane time, we nust be sensLtive t o  the  appropriate moment fo r  Spirit-led 
persistence and aggresoivcness with human beings tha t  he brings in to  our lives." 

Southern Baptist Conv ntion, Houston, June 12-14,1979 



Page 2--WMU Vocational Dinner 

Carolyn Weatherford, executive'director of W, called the dinner a 
continuation of the WMU role of helping women find their places in church and denominational 
life. 

"Today we can no longer say, 'here am I, Lord, send my brother I,' ' she said. 

Weatherford said she was certainly "open" to exploring the possibility 
of making similar dinners an:, annual event at the conventions. 

"Wc hear from women all over the country expressing their desires for help 
in seeking to follow God's will in their lives. I' 

By Bracey Campbell--10 p.m., Sunday 



For - Release After 7 p .m, , June 13 

Magnificent Obsession 

By B i l l y  Graham 

Text: "These t h a t  have turned the  world upside down a r e  come h i t h e r  a lso"  
(Acts 17:6). 

Tonight is a h i s t o r i c  chapter i n  the  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention. 
'Southern Bapt i s ta  have taken "Bold Pdssion" se r ious ly  i n  the  face  of dramatic and traumric - - ,  

..- , U g e s  fac ing  society,..the church and the  world. 

As I s a i d  i n  Kansas City two years ago, God has given t o  our denomination v i s i b i l i t y ,  
arceptance, opportuntty,  leadership  and resources t o  take t h e  s p i r i t u a l  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  
meeting the  challenges of our day-as never before .  We have seen a denanstra t ion of It 

- bere  urnigbt.. Wben have we ever had the  technology, the  televisbp, the radio, . the  pr inted . 
page on .a s a l e  . t h a t  we have tonight  t o  t ake  the  Gaspel t o  the  wblc world? When has 
the re  h ~ . 9 e r r r i c e - t h a t  appointed mr&ianari.es a t  one time thaa ,we, have. ~~~ _ 

.. . here tmQht7t7u, - A , -  

. .>. 
For the next few minutes I wodd l i k e  to address espec ia l ly  young people and * - .  - ..' 

. -..++adults.-about our respoodbrl lLt ies  i n  evangelism.and missions as we undertake 
an e v m U . . a h s i o t r  for  the  future. 

. - 
Youth today have unparalle,led pressures.  They a r e  the f i r s t . g e n e z a t i o n  t o  grow 

up with the  constant. awareness t h a t  one miscalcula t ion by t h e i r  government could dest roy 
the  world. We have witnessed an a c t u a l  "China Syndrome" i n  Pennsylvania t h a t  shook the  
world. We a r e  reading i n  our magazines and watching on e t e l e v i s i o n  and witnessiug i n  our . 
soc ie ty  " a l t e r n a t e  l i f e s t y l e s , "  We are l i v i n g  i n  a period when the  world is almost 
frightened out  of i t s  w i t s  as we witness an unparal le led arms race where $4QO b i l l i o n  was. . .. 
spent on armament l a s t  year. Our motion p i c t u r e  and t e lev i s ion  screens a r e  f i l l e d  wlth 
doomsday-movies, No generat ion-has  faced such unparal le led dangers and such unparaUeled 

* .  . 
challenges and opportuni t ies .  , . .. .-.. 

The famous nove l i s t  Lloyd Douglas coined the  phrase "Magnificent Obsession!" 
-The e a r l y ' a p o s t l e s  had .amagni f i cen t  obsession t o  turn  the  world upside down wi th . the i r  . . + 

message. 

.. 'The people of Jesus ' day accused H i m  o'f Iieing "beside &self. I' Governor Fes t u s  sa id  
to the Apostle Paul a f t e r  listening t o  him speak: "You a r e  out  of your d u d ,  Paul!, . . 
Your great l ea rn ing  i s  dr iv ing  you insane" (Acts 2 6 : 2 4 ,  NIV) .When young men and women, 
and even adu l t s ,  o f f e x t o  leave home and go t o  the  hard places  of the world t o  serve 

- 
Chr i s t ,  they too a r e  o f t e n  accused of being out  of t h e i r  minds, The Apostle Paul sa id :  
"For whether we be  beside  ourselves,  i t  is  of God: o r  whether we be sober,  i t  is f o r  your- 
cause. For the  love of ChrSsr cons t t a ine th  us" (I1 Corinthians 5: 13,141. 
"Knowing therefore  the  t e r r o r  of the  Lord, we persuade men" (v. 11). Paul sa id:  
"We a r e  ambassadors f o r  Christ ,  as though God did  beseech you by us  ... be ye reconciled 
t o  God" (v, 20). 

'-* 

The world appreciate's and understands enthusiasm u n t i l  i t  becomes r e l i g i o u s  fervor .  
.Them. immediately enthusiasm becomes suspect.  You can be  as obsessed, mad, ur enthushatic . 
as you l i k e  about s p o r t s ,  p leasure ,  money, o r  drink. You can be =ad about the  discos  
and still  be considered a sane and normal person. But br ing t h a t  same enthusiasm in to  
Chris t ian miasions and we a r e  accused of being beside  ourselves ,  Yet every man and 
every warnan who is  dedicated t o  Chr i s t  must of necess i ty  be possessed of t h a t  f e w v r  
t o  br ing t o  o the rs  t h e  message of the  Gospel which he o r  she has experienced. 

Think of the  glor ious  dar ing of those e a r l y  apost les!  L i t t l e  wonder t h a t  t h e  world 
ca l l ed  them mad. P d . . w a s  s a t i s f i e d  with nothing l e s s  than taking the  Gospel t o  Rome. 
W i l l i a m  Carey had no l e s s  a v i s i o n  than the  whole of India  f o r  Chris t .  He was a shoemaker 
and paator of a amall Bap t i s t  church. H e  formed t h e  Bap t i s t  Missionary'Society i n  1792; 

-went to  India  I n  1793; preached, taught school and t rans la ted  the  Bible. He t rans la ted  
t ' ne .en t i rc  Bible i n t o  six languages, and p a r t s  of i t  i n t o  twenty-nine o the r  languages. 

< - .  
- Since t h a t  t h e  near ly  200 years  sgu, thousands of missionaries have gone t o  dl the 

contfnents of t h e  world blazing t h e  t r a i l  f o r  the  Gospel, building achools, hosp i t a l s ,  
teaching the  i l l i t e r a t e ,  taking c a r e  of the  s i c k ,  bu t .p r imar i ly  winning sou l s  t o  the  Lord 
Jau8 :Cht i s t .  

, . 
Magnificent obsessions indeed-wery one of them! Who could understand t h e i r  zeal? 

They car r i ed  the  flaming t r u t h s  of the  Gospel f a r  and wide, reckoning nothing of p e r i l  
o r  reproach. They surmounted obs tac les ,  overcame d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  and endured persecution, 
That was t h e k  obsessfon--the magnificent obsessitin of doing g r e a t - t h i n g s  fox God! 
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These men of the  pas t  have handed on t o  us  a torch. We, too, must have t h e i r  
obsassioa.  We must dare  t o  bel ieve God f o r  even g rea te r  th ings  i n  the  year  t o  come. 

While some countr ies  a r e  c los ing,  o the rs  a r e  opening. The g rea t  c i t i e s  i n  many 
p a r t s  of t h e  world a r e  open t o  us--television time is available--radio time can be purchased-- 
we a r e  f r e e  t o  p r i n t  the  Gospel--millions a r e  crying f o r  a l i t t l e  b i t  of food--other mil l ions  
a r e  su f fe r ing  physical ailments and need doctors  and nurses--but the  whole human race  
i s  suf fe r ing  from the  s p i r i t u a l  d i sease  of s i n  t h a t  only Chris t  and His Gaspel can 
meet. Let u s  g e t  on with t h i s  obsession with  a new dedicat ion and fe rvor  t h a t  we have 
never known before.  

I n  too much of t h e  world t h e  emphasis has a l ready been s h i f t e d  from the  
Chr i s t i ans  t o  o the r  r e l i g i o n s  and ideologies .  They, too, have an obsession t o  win the  
world t o  t h e i r  view. The enthusiasm and the  s a c r i f i c e  they show f o r  t h e i r  b e l i e f s  
o f t e n  pu t s  our half-hearted e f f o r t s  t o  shame. The world has t o  rake them se r ious ly  
because of t h e  u t t e r  abandon of t h e i r  followers.  I ' v e  of ten  stood i n  a i r p o r t s  o r  on 
s t r e e t  corners and watched some of these  people a t  work. I ' v e  heard people around m e  
muttering, "They're crazy; they a r e  mad." Would t o  God t h a t  the  world found us  Chris t ians  
dangerous enough t o  c a l l  us  "mad" i n  these  days when f a l s e  r e l i g i o n s  and materialism 
a r e  sweeping over t h e  world. Would t h a t  w e ,  too,  could be considered "beside ourselvas" 
s o  t h a t  we might a t  l e a s t  demand t h e  world's a t t e n t i o n  and be  a s  e n t h u s i a s t i c  i n  t h e  
pursu i t  of evange l i s t i c  and missionary aims a s  they a r e  i n  the  pursu i t  of t h e i r  ends. 

It is my prayer t h a t  a s  we meet on t h i s  h i s t o r i c  occasion tonight ,  t h a t  t h i s  
magnificent obsession, the  love of God i n  Chr i s t  Jesus ,  w i l l  so constra in  hundreds 
of you t h a t  you w i l l .  o f f e r ,  t h i s  very n igh t ,  t o  serve His cause, t o  march under H i s  
f l a g ,  t o  surrender yourself  t o  t h e  Lordship of Chr i s t ,  t o  use  your g i f t s  i n  His service. 
It i s  my prayer t h a t  we w i l l  prescnt  Chris t  with a fervor  t h a t  w i l l  put a l l  worldly 
enthusiarm t o  shame. 

mere a r e  four th ings  I want you t o  consider before  I ask you t o  publ ic ly  
commit your l i f e  t o  the  Lordship of Chris t  tonight .  

F i r s t ,  t h e  au thor i ty  we have. It comes from the command of Chris t .  After  the 
dramatic events of t h a t  f i r s t  Good Friday and Easter ,  Jesus  gave H i s  marching orders  t o  
His followers.  H i s  command is  inescapable: "Go ye the re fo re  and teach a l l  nations" 
(Matthew 28: 19). 

J u s t  before  H i s  ascension, He said:  "But ye s h a l l  receive power, a f t e r  t h a t  the  
Holy S p i r i t  is come upon you: and ye s h a l l  be witnesses unto me both i n  Jerusalem, and 
i n  a l l  Judaea, and i n  Samaria, and unto the  uttermost p a r t  of the  earth!' (Acts 1:8). 

With H i s  command r inging i n  t h e i r  ears they s e t  out  t o  not only reach the  world, 
but t o  turn  i t  upside dom. They suffered hardship,  persecution, f loggings,  beat ings ,  
death ,  but they sa id ,  "For we cannot but speak t h e  th ings  which we have seen and heard" 
(Acts 4 : 2 0 ) .  

Thus we a r e  people under au thor i ty .  We go because we have been sen t .  If you 
havd acceptad Jesus ChYEst aP ydur Saviour and made Bik Lord-of your l i f e  you have t o  take 
se r ious ly  H i s  command. You have t o  face  squarely i f  your t a l e n t s ,  g i f t s  and t r a i n i n g  
prepare you f o r  Chr i s t i an  service .  Is Chr i s t  r e a l l y  Lord of your l i f e ?  Have you submitted 
your w i l l  t o  Him,  your fu tu re ,  your vocation? Then what w i l l  you do with H i s  command t o  
go i n t o  a l l  the  world and proclaim t h e  Gospel? Is Chris t  c a l l i n g  you t o  undertake some 
new f i e l d  of se rv ice  f o r  Him? We go because we a r e  s e n t ,  and we a r e  sen t  because t h a t  
is  God's way of accomplishing H i s  purpose. This is  God's g rea t  plan, t h a t  men and women 
would come t o  acknowledge Chris t  as Lord, t h a t  a whole new ~0nUwnity would be formed 
throughout t h e  world--the "connnunity of God." 

Second, consider the  message we proclaim. Time a f t e r  time i n  church h i s t o r y  the  
meslage has been blunted, watered down, d i l u t e d ,  it has l o s t  i ts  power. But time a f t e r  
time t h e  church recovers i t s  message and continues the  spread of the  Gospel, and continues 
t o  grow. The e a r l y  apos t l e s  had no doubt about t h e i r  message, "Xeither is t h e r e  
sa lva t ion  i n  any other:  f o r  t h e r e  i s  none o the r  Name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). 

The massage t h a t  Bap t i s t s  have always proclaimed can be summed up i n  humanity's 
s i n  aga in r t  a holy God which r u i n s  t h i s  l i f e  and sub jec t s  us t o  judgment i n  t h e  world t o  
come. The Cross, the  Resurrection, the  necess i ty  of repentance and f a i t h ,  the  c a l l  t o  
d i sc ip lesh ip  a s  cormnanded i n  the  Great Commisrion. Paul s a i d ,  "For I del ivered unto 
you f i r s t  of a l l  t h a t  which I a l s o  received, how t h a t  Chr i s t  died f o r  our s i n s  according 
t o  t h e  Scr iptures ;  And t h a t  he was buried,  and t h a t  he rose  again the  t h i r d  day according 
to  the  Scriptures" (I Corinthians 15 : 3 , 4 ) ,  
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Tonight, God has a g rea t  message Be wants t o  d e l i v e r  t o  the  world. He  says ,  "I 

love you. Z want you t o  come back i n t o  fellowship with me. I want you t o  be reconciled 
t o  me. I w i l l  forgive you. X w i l l  give you e t e r n a l  l i f e . "  This i s  good news t o  a 

despair ing world. He has asked you t o  be H i s  ambassador. %ink of it1 An ambassador 
from the cour t  of Heaven t o  d e l i v e r  a message t o  every one o f  the  four  b i l l i o n  people 
who l i v e  on t h i s  p lanet ,  and espec ia l ly  t h e  2 k b i l l i o n  t h a t  have never heard. 

Third, t h e  people we a r e  t o  reach. Jesus s a i d ,  "Beginning a t  Jerusalem.. . t o  a l l  
nat ions .  I' They were surpr ised when He mentioned Jerusalem f i r s t ,  because t h a t ' s  where they 
had c r u c i f i e d  Him. But Jesus loved Jerusalem and He loved the  people of Jerusalem. 

Your Jerusalem i s  where you l i v e .  When Jesus had transformed t h e  demon-possessed 
man of the  Gadarenes the  man wanted t o  follow Jesus  from t h a t  moment on wherever He went, 
Jesus s a i d ,  "No. Go home t o  thy f r i ends  and t e l l  how grea t  th ings  t h e  Lord hath  done 
f o r  thee. " 

The world t h a t  our Lord is ta lk ing  about includes  t h e  geographical world, but  It 
a l s o  includes the  psychological and the  sociological  world. It includes t h e  world of 
the  school,  business,  government, labor .  1 would not want t o  give  the  impression t h a t  you 
should have an unwarranted sense  of g u i l t  i f  you do not  head f o r  Afr ica  o r  India.  I 

would l i k e  t o  challenge you t o  be a witness f o r  Chris t  wherever Cod sends you. I be l i eve  

t h e r e  i e  a missionary gift--but i n  order  t o  f ind  out  whether God wants you t o  go you must 
be w i l l i n g  t o  say, "I'll go where You want me t o  go, and be what You want me t o  be. 
Whether i n  America o r  abroad, Lord, I'm willing." That 's  what f 'm asking you t o  say 
tonight  t o  God, 

During the  pas t  f i v e  years  God has s e n t  me throughout India,  i n  s e v e r a l  p a r t s  of 
Africa,  i n  Korea, La t in  America, Europe, Aus t ra l i a ,  and most recent ly  i n  Eastern 
Europe. I am finding a r e c e p t i v i t y  t o  the  Gospel on a s c a l e  I have not  known i n  my 
near ly  40 years of evangelism. The f i e l d s  a r e  white unto harvest ,  but I warn you the  
n igh t  is coming when no man can labor .  

Fourthly, the  power we have been promised. A few years  ago the re  was a p ic tu re  i n  
L i fe  Magazine t h a t  showed a s t raw which had penetrated a l i g h t  pole  dur ing a tornado. 
I asked myself how such a f r a g i l e  straw could penetra te  a l i g h t  pole, It was because the  
power o f  the  wind which was d r iv ing  i t  was s o  tremendous. 

Chris t  has promised a power f a r  g r e a t e r  than tha t .  Hc s a i d ,  "I w i l l  send the  Holy 
S p i r i t  upon you." There a r e  twenty-three Hebrew and Creek words i n  the  Bible t r ans la ted  
'lpower." The one Jesus uses here  means t h e  explosive power of God. W e  a r e  reading, 
hearing and experiencing the  energy c r i s i s  i n  many p a r t s  of the  world. But what about a 
s p i r i t u a l  "energy c r i s i s " ?  Cod's s p i r i t u a l  energy reserves  never run ou t ,  He s a i d ,  
"Ye s h a l l  receive power a f t e r  t h a t  the  Holy Ghost is come upon you." Our power comes from 
the  Holy S p i r i t .  The S p i r i t  prepares hear ts .  The S p i r i t  guides us. The S p i r i t  gives 
us  boldness. The S p i r i t  has given us  the  Word of God. The S p i r i t  gives us wisdom. The 
S p i r i t  a lone can br ing  convict ion and f a i t h .  Therefore we a r e  dependent on Him.  Our 
"bold mission" w i l l  never be accomplished by organizat ion o r  methods alone. It w i l l  be 
accomplished by the  power of the  Holy S p i r i t  through us. 

Jesus  said, "1f any man w i l l  come a f t e r  me, l e t  him deny himself,  and take up h i s  
c r o s s  d a i l y ,  and follow me" (Luke 9:a  ). Chr i s t  asks you t o  renounce your plans,  your 
goals ,  your ambitions, your motives. He asks you t o  put f i r s t  His plans,  H i s  goals,  a s  
your top p r i o r i t y .  H e  asks t h a t  your ambitions and motives become H i s .  I n  t h e  New 
Testament the  word "Christian" i s  used only t h r e e  times: I n  Acts 11:26, Acts 26:28, and 
I Pe te r  4:16. I n  each of these  occasions the re  is the  idea  of su f fe r ing  and persecution 
i n  t h e  background. To se rve  Hian is costly--but the  rewards are overwhelming i n  this l i f e  
and t h e  l i f e  t o  come. 

Who IS God c a l l i n g  tonight?  Everyone! Whether you have the  f i n e s t  education o r  
no education. He  is c a l l i n g  the  r i c h  and the  poor, and the  white and the  black. 

A century ago God c a l l e d  Dwight L. Moody. He was an orphan a t  four ,  he had no formal 
education. There were thirty-seven graumatical e r r o r s  counted i n  the  l a s t  letter he wrote 
i n  h i s  l i f e t ime .  He heard Henry Varley say, "The world has yet  t o  s e e  what Gad could do 
through the  man who would wholly y i e l d  himself t o  Christ ."  Moody r e f l e c t e d  on a park 
bench about t h a t  statement.  Varley had not  said, "a g rea t  man,,p learned man, o r  a r i c h  
man"--he said "any man," Moody got  up from t h e  bench and s a i d ,  ?By . t he  g r s r e  of God,' f 
w l l l  be  t h a t  man." With one hand he shook Europe, and with the  other  he shook America. 
Many of t h e  g r e a t e s t  movements of our generation have come a s  a r e s u l t  of the  minis t ry  of 
Dwight L. Moody. H e  probably never heard t h e  word ecumenical, and y e t  he was the  f a t h e r  
of the  ecumenical movement. He never preached a s o c i a l  gospel sermon i n  h i s  l i f e  and y e t  
out  of h i s  evangelism came almost a s  many s o c i a l  movements a s  came from Wesley, 

-more- 
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At the other end of the spectrum was a wealthy, highly-educated athlete at Cambridge 
University. He was probably one of the greatest cricket players of his day. His name was 
C. T. Studd, His father was a friend of Queen Victoria. He was one of Britain's fore- 
most owners of race horses. Moody went to Cambridge, and there was a great spiritual 
awakening, as a reeult of which C. T. Studd was converted. He resigned from the 
celebrated Cambridge Eleven Cricket Team, and led the Cambridge Seven out to China as 
frontier missionaries, a movement that was to trigger one of the most momentous movements 
of modern missions. Reflecting on what made him do it, C. T. Studd said: "If Jesus 
Christ be God and died for me, no sacrifice can be too great f o r  me to make for Him." 

Throughout the Southern Baptist Convention God is calling upon young and old alike 
to submit to the Lordship of Christ, to salute, and say, "Yes, Sir, I will go where you 
want me to, I'll be what You want me to be." Jesus said, "Whoeoever will save his life 
shall lose it, but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same 
shali save it." 

God is not calling us tonAgbt to a playground or a sports arena, He is calling us 
to a battleground. God has promised us His full resources in the battle. 

There was a very famous organ at the Cathedral of Freiburg in Germany. The man 
who had played it fox many years had now become too old. One day a stranger came in and 
asked if he could play the organ. The old man said, "No. I am the only one allowed 
to play this organ." The stranger persisted, and finally the old man gave in. The 
stronger began to play such beautiful music as the old organist had never heard. His 
eyes began to fill with tears, and at the end he asked the stranger, "What is your name?" 
The answer came back: "My name is Felix Mendelssohn." The old man told the story over and 
over and he would always end by shaking his head and saying, "To think I almost did not 
allow the world's greatest organist to play on this organ." 

There are hundreds of you listening to my voice tonight that God is speaking to. 
You could be on the verge of missing God's great call in your life. If you answer "Yes" 
it will bring fulfillment, joy and peace in this life, and glorious rewards in the life 
to Come. I am asking you to say tonight: "I'll go where You want me to go, and I'll be 
what You want me to be, Lord." 



For Rsleaee After 11: 45 a.m., June 14  

The Task and the  Destiny 

Baker James Cauehen 
Scr iptures:  Ephesians 2:ll-16, 3:6-8, 3~20-21 

These words from t h e  Apostle Paul. c a l l  us t o  some v i t a l  t r u t h s  which we must always 
remember. Nothing must tu rn  our minds from them i f  we a r e  t o  do the  w i l l  of our sovereign 
Lord. 

F i r s t ,  let us remember the  tragedy of a divided, troubled, su f fe r ing  world. It can 
never be b e t t e r  described than Paul has done i n  the  words of t h i s  Scr ipture  passage. 
f t  i a  a world separated from Chris t .  It is dead i n  t respasses  and s i n s .  It is following 
the course of t h i s  world. It obeys the  s p i r i t  t h a t  is now a t  work i n  the  "sons of d i s -  
obedience, '' 

He c l e a r l y  descr ibes  it a s  being al ienated from the commonwealth of God's people. 
Those without Chris t  have no p a r t  i n  t h a t  wonderful statement, "Our c i t i zensh ip  is i n  

. heaven. 'I 

Without Chris t  the  world's people a r e  s t rangers  t o  the  convenants of promise. They 
are t o t a l l y  unaware of what God has  promised t o  those who put t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  him. They 
have no awareness of what Jesus  meant when he sa id ,  "Seek ye f i r s t  t h e  kingdom . 
of God and his righteousness and a l l  these  things  s h a l l  be added unto you." 

The darkest  desc r ip t ion  lies i n  these  words, "Without hope and without God i n  the 
world. " i4ultiplied mi l l ions  throughout the  world face life's sorrows, hunger, homeless- 
ness,  suffer ing,  disappointment, and death with no hope. 

They face hatreds ,  h o s t i l i t i e s ,  pr ide,  c r u e l t i e s ,  and oppression with  no hope. 

They face  wars with a l l  of the  indescribable suffer ing occasioned thereby with no hope, 

In  recent  weeks a government study i n  our country estimated the number of casua l t i es  
t h a t  would be occasioned by a nuclear s t r i k e  upon our land. The e s t h a t e  ran from 20 
mill ion,  a s  a minimum, t o  169 mi l l ion  i n  one i n i t i a l  blow. 

To l i v e  i n  a world where such a horror is possible  i s  t o  make us keenly aware of the  
g rav i ty  of modern man's s i tua t ion .  

EIodern man is a poor l o s t  c rea tu re ,  He i s  i n  tho dark. He i s  bound by chains he 
cannot break. Be i s  taught by many teachers t h a t  do n d i l l u m i n a t e ,  led by movements 
t h a t  cannot l i b e r a t e ,  Ife i s  aware of horrors  t h a t  he cannot exterminate. He i a  indeed. 
"without hope and without God i n  the  world." 

L e t  us a l s o  remember God's marvelous deed of redemption. The Scr ipture  c l e a r l y  
states t h a t  God was i n  Chr i s t  reconci l ing t h e  world unto himself. It i s  in Chr i s t  t h a t  
God has acted eupremely. We must wer remember what the  Savior himself declared, "For 
t h i s  I was born. For t h i s  came I i n t o  the  world, t o  bear witness t o  the  t ru th , "  

Jesus f u r t h e r  s a i d ,  "I am t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  world; he t h a t  followeth me shall  %at walk 
i n  darkness but  s h a l l  have the  l i g h t  of l i f e . "  "I am come t h a t  they might have l i f e  and 
have i t  more abundantly." .'I am the  bread of l i f e .  He t h a t  cometh unto me s h a l l  not 
hunger and he t h a t  be l i eve th  on m e  s h a l l  never t h i r s t . "  ' If  the  Son @ h a l l  make you f r e e ,  
ye s h a l l  be free indeed." "The words I speak, I speak not of nyself ,  but  what I have 
heard from my Father.': It i s  c l e a r  t h a t  God has acted s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  Jems Chris t .  It 
is i n  the  c ross  and i n  the  empty tomb t h a t  we aee God's deed o f  redemption. It is  i n  
viewing what God has done t h a t  we can uaderstand t h a t  Chr i s t  suffered on t h e  c ross  and 
conquered death i n  t h e  resur rec t ion  t h a t  God himaelf might be j u s t  and the j u s t i f i e r  of 
a11 who bel ieve i n  him, 

God has revealed himself i n  Chris t  and he has by insp i ra t ion  given us a completely 
r e l i a b l e ,  t rus tworth3 a u t h o r i t a t i v e  record of t h a t  re levat ion.  This record ind ica tes  
throughout its e n t i r e  scope t h a t  God has acted redemptively i n  Chris t  Jesus.  It is  i n  
Chr i s t  t h a t  a l l  the  dividing wal l s  between mankind a r e  broken down. It is i n  Chris t  t h a t  
all h ~ s t i l l t i ~ s  a r e  brought t o  an end. 

In Chr i s t  alona is peace. It is i n  him t h a t  people everywhere, under whatever 
conditions,find peace with God, with t h e i r  fellow man, and with themselves. It i c  i n  
Chris t  t h a t  a united humanity is a poss ib i l i ty .  In  Chris t  we a r e  bound together by love 
and joyful ly  seek t o  do the  w i l l  of our l iv ing  Lord. It is i n  Chris t  t h a t  we become 
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members of God's household, fe l low c i t i z e n s  of h i s  kingdom. 

I n  Chr i s t  alone a l l  mankind, however d ive rse  i n  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  i n  race ,  i n  cu l tu re ,  
i n  circumstances, can be uni ted a s  a holy temple i n  the  Lord, a dwelling p lace  of God 
i n  t h e  s p i r i t .  It is i n  him t h a t  we become a temple of p ra i se ,  thanksgiving, and prayer. 

We must f u r t h e r  remember the  divinely  entrusted t a sk  which has been c o m i t t e d  unto 
us. We must keep i n  mind t h a t  the  peoples of t h e  whole world may share  i n  Chr i s t  through 
the gospel. They a r e  fe l low h e i r s  through the  gospel. They are rnzaibers of the  same body 
through the  gospel. They are par takers  of t h e  promise i n  Chr i s t  Jesus  through the  Gospel. 

Jesus c l e a r l y  s t a red ,  ',I a t h e  way, t h e  t r u t h ,  and t h e  l i f e .  No man comes unto 
the  Father bu'r by me.'! 

We must bear i n  mind t h a t  making t h i s  gospel known t o  a l l  the  world is  c l e a r l y  
c o m n d e d  by our risen, sovereign Lord. After  he had suffered the  agonies of the  cross 
and had conquered death  i n  the  resurrect ion,  Jesus  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  h i s  w i l l  f o r  those who 
had embraced h b  as Savior and Lord. On t h a t  r esur rec t ion  day, Jesus  sa id ,  "As the  
Father s e n t  me, so  send I you." 

On t h a t  same resur rec t ion  day, Jesus s t a t e d ,  "Thus i t  i s  w r i t t e n  t h a t  the  Chris t  
must s u f f e r  and be ra i sed  on t h e  t h i r d  day and t h a t  repentance and forgiveness of s i n s  
be preached i n  h i s  naxe t o  a l l  nations." Then t o  make i t  unforgettably c l e a r  s o  t h a t  a l l  
might understand, he had h i s  followers meet him i n  Gal i lee .  The Scr ip tu res  say, "And 
Jesus  came and spalce unto them saying, ' A l l  au thor i ty  i s  given unto m e  i n  heaven and on 
ea r th .  Go ye the re fo re  and make d i s c i p l e s  of every nat ion bapt iz ing them i n  the  name of 
the  Father and o f  t h e  Son and of the  Holy S p i r i t  teaching them t o  observe a l l  th ings  
whatsoever I have comanded you, and l o  I am with you alway, even t o  the  end of the  age. "' 

And who can fo rge t  t h a t  t h e  very l a s t  th ing t h a t  Jesus  sa id  t o  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  when 
they had walked ou t s ide  Jerusalem t o  the  Mount of Olives and the  d i s c i p l e s  inquired, 
"Lord, w i l t  thou a t  t h i s  t h e  r e s t o r e  the kingdom t o  Israel?: '  

Jesus  rcp l i ed ,  "It is not  given t o  you t o  know the t i n e s  and the  seasons which the  
Father has reserved i n  h i s  own au thor i ty ,  but ye s h a l l  r ece ive  power a f t e r  t h e  lloly S p i r i t  
i s  come upon you and ye a h a l l  be my witnesses i n  Jerusalem and i n  a l l  Judea and i n  Samaria 
and unto the  uttermost p a r t  of the  earth." 

There can be no reasonable doubt t h a t  our Lord has commanded us  t o  t ake  the  $ospel 
t o  t h e  whole wide world. 

This gospel must be shared with  every person on ea r th .  This was t h e  c l e a r  under- 
s tanding of the Apostle Paul  who considered t h a t  we have been entrusted with the  gospel. 
H e  s t a t e d  i n  the  l e t t e r  t o  the  Colossian church, "Him we proclaim warning every man, 
teachins  every man i n  a l l  wisdom t h a t  we may present  every nan mature i n  Christ. ' '  SO 
long a s  the re  is any person i n  the  whole world who i s  unaware of Jesus ,  our t a sk  is  not  
couplere. This i s  why t h i s  convention has done wisely t o  cormnit i t s e l f  t o  3old Elission 
Thrust t h a t  before  the  end o f  t h i s  century every human being on e a r t h  may hear  and be  ab le  
t o  respond t o  Jeaus Chris t .  
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This is the p r i o r i t y  t ask  i n  our se rv ice  f o r  our Lord. Notice how Paul regarded 
his pr iv i l ege ,  "Of  t h i s  gospel, I was made a minis ter  according t o  t h e  g i f t  of God's 
grace." "To me, though I am t h e  very l e a s t  of a l l  t h e  s a i n t s ,  t h i s  $race was given t o  
preach t o  the  Gent i les  the  unsearchable r i c h e s  of Christ.!' 

No matter what It cos t s ,  t h i s  worldwide mission t h r u s t  must be our p r i o r i t y  i tem, 
It gives evidence of our f a i t h  i n  Chris t  and h i s  Word. Let us pray, give, go, send, 
preach, teach, bear witness to  the  l o s t ,  the hungry, t h e  poor, t h e  broken, t h e  d i s t ressed ,  
and, i f  need be, s u f f e r  and d i e  t h a t  t h e  name of Jesus  Chris t  be made known t o  every 
human being on t h e  face of the  ea r th .  

Let us a l s o  remerher t h e  power t h a t  accompanies us and t h e  dest iny t h a t  awaits i n  
t h i s  task. In  face of t h e  enormity of t h i s  t a sk ,  the  obvious d i f f i c u l t i e s  make us c ry  
out l i k e  the  d i s c i p l e s  did when they saw the  great  multitude and t h e  l i t t l e  handful. o f  
loaves and f i s h e r ,  "What a r e  these  among so many?" 

We must remember t h a t  the re  is a sec re t  of vic tory.  It is i n  the  Scr ipture  s t a t e d ,  
" ~ e  strengthened with might through h i s  S p i r i t  i n  the  inner  man.:: It is i n  the  glor ious  
doxology with  which Paul c loses  t h i s  passage t h a t  he says,  "God by t h e  power a t  work 
within us is ab le  t o  do f a r  more abundantly than a l l  t h a t  we can ask o r  think.': Ve must 
ever keep i n  view the  ul t imate  destiny t o  be reached i n  Cad's own time and i n  Gad's own 
way and brought about by God's own power. 

Itabakkuk viewed t h i s  dest iny when he s a i d ,  "The e a r t h  w i l l  be f i l l e d  with  t h e  
knowledge of t h e  glory of t h e  Lord as the waters cover t h e  sea.'' I sa iah  described i t  
when he sa id ,   h he wolf  s h a l l  dwell with t h e  lamb and t h e  leopard s h a l l  l i e  down with 
the  kid and t h e  calf and t h e  l i o n  and the  fatlinq together and t h e  l i t t l e  ch i ld  s h a l l  
lead them." Micah expressed it,"And they s h a l l  beat  t h e i r  m r d s  i n t o  plowshares and 
t h e i r  Ppears i n t o  pruning hooks. Vation s h a l l  not r i s e  up against  nat ion,  ne i the r  s h a l l  
they study war any more." And the wr i te r  of Revelation i n  a marvelous statement sa id ,  
"After t h i s  I looked and behold a great  multi tude, which no man could number, from every 
nat ion from a l l  t r i b e s  and peoples and tongues, standing before t h e  throne and before 
t h e  Lamh clothed with white robes, with palm branches i n  t h e i r  hands, crying out with 
a loud voice,  'Salvation belongs t o  our God who sits upon the throne and ' to  the  Lamb."' 

Our task  is c l e a r .  Our Lord has commanded i t .  As a convention we have embraced 
it. We have Laid our hands t o  i t  and through h i s  grace and power w i l l  p ress  forward, 
braving a l l  dangers, and paying whatever p r ice  must b e  paid, with our h e a r t s  crying 
out ,  "Not unto us, not unto us, but t o  thy name give glory, oh God," and firmly be- 
l i ev ing  t h a t  i n  God'e own t i m e  the day w i l l  come when "every knee s h a l l  bow and every 
tongue confess, "Jesus Chr i s t  is Lord" t o  the  glory of God the Father.'' 
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BOG Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Sunday Night Session-Religious Educators 

HOUSTON, June lo---Getting back t o  the basics of discipleship holds the key 
to the success of Bold Mission Thrust, Jesse C. Fletcher, president of Hardin-Simmons 
University, Abilene, Tex., said here Sunday night, 

"There's no substitute for discipleship and inevitably we come back to it," 
Fletcher said. 

Fletcher spoke to about 300 persons attending the opening session of the 24th 
Southern Baptist Religious Education Association meeting at First Baptist Church. 

Developing the two-day meeting's theme of "Religious Education: Key to Bold 
Missions," Fletcher talked about  disciplesh hi^ : Basics for Bold Missions ." 

"~iscipleship is at least three -dimensional and we find it hard to put it into 
the flat dimension of religious statements," Fletcher said. 

Fletcher said three "metaphors" which embody the dimensions of  discipleship 
are follow in^ Jesus Christ, learning from Christ in a teacher-student relationehip, 
and realizing the importance of becoming teachers who disciple others. 

To Implement the basics of discipleship in Bold Mission Thrust, Fletcher advised 
Southern Baptists to follow the example of outreach practiced by Christ. 

Southern Baptists need to take their eyes off circumstances and focus them 
on Christ, he indicated. 

The association is one of five groups which will close out two-day meetings 
Honday night in advance of the Southern Baptist Convention which start8 Tuesday 
at the Summit. 

Speakers at Monday sessions wlll include Peter Wagner, associate professor of 
church growth, Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, Calif,, and William Pinson, 
president of Golden Gate Baptisr Theological Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif. 

By Larry Crisman--9:l.S p.m. Sunday 

South rn Baptist Convention, Houston, June 12-14,1979 
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Monday Music 
Bold Mission 

While It Is Yet Day! 

HOUSTON, June 11--The energy c r i s i s  and Bold Mission concerns highlighted Monday 
sess ions  of the  23rd annual Southern Bapt is t  Church Music Conference a t  Tallowood 
Bapt is t  Church. 

The musicians used trumpets, trombones, organs, g u i t a r s  and handbells t o  accompany 
a wide var ie ty  of mini-concerts,ranging from s p i r i t u a l s  t o  r rad i f iona l  hymns plus spec ia l ly  
commiseioned anthem by Milburn Pr ice  of Greenville,  S. C. 

James McKinney, dean of the  school of music a t  Southwestern Bapt is t  Theological 
Seminary i n  Fort Worth and nephew of the l a t e  Southern Bapt is t  musician B. B.McKinney, 
ended a two-year term a s  president  of the  conference. 

I n  the  president ' s  address, McKinney to ld  the  musicians t h a t  they have i n  music 
missions "a key t h a t  w i l l  open doors and unlock b a r r i e r s  t h a t  the  spoken word sometimes 
cannot penetra te  t o  reach persons i n  places of p o l i t i c a l ,  c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  power 
who can unlock still  o ther  doors through which God's message may en te r ,  "Plusic l a  t r u l y  
the  universal  language. " 

Price ,  chainnan of the  music department a t  Furman University, wrote the  anthem, 
"0 Give Thanks t o  the  Lord," s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  a premier performance a t  the  conference. 
H i s  song i s  t h e  14th commissioned anthem wr i t t en  f o r  the  music conference. 

The new president-elect of the conference is Al Washburn, associate professor 
of church music a t  Golden Gate Baptismeological Seminary, M i l l  Valley, Cal i f .  He 
w i l l  assume leadership of the  conference i n  1981, after the  two-year term of Thad 
Roberts, minieter  of music a t  South Main Baptiat  Church, Houston. 

Gladys Day, r e t i r e d  facu l ty  member of Southwestern seminary, and Lee Ray T i l l ,  
former mSnistor of music a t  F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church of Dallas,  were preseated honorary life 
memberships i n  the conference. 

Gwam McCormick, d i r e c t o r  of the Department of Church Planning for the  B a p t b t  
S t a t e  Convention of North Carolina, Raleigh, spoke to  the danombatioual division of 
the  musicians' conference about the  energy c r i s i s  and its e f f e c t  on Southern Bapt is t  
churches and d d e n o h t i o n a l  agencies. 

"America has gmwn up a s  a nation bel ieving more is  good and bigger is b e t t e r ,  
much preferr ing t o  bel ieve t h e  energy shortage i s  a temporary ~ i t u a t i o n , "  with the .  blame 
belonging to  the  energy companies, McCormick said. 

"However; the  American people a r e  beg innhg  to  re luc tan t ly  accept t h e  f a c t  tha t  
the re  is an energy c r i s i s .  Even with t h a t  admission though, there  is still  doubt, 
suspicion and the urge t o  f ind .a scapegoat. " 

McCotmick added t h a t  Amaricans' use of energy nmst be recognized for  what i t  is-- 
"I t responsible  and s i n f u l .  we've got t o  ad jus t  t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  savlng energy i s  more 

- important . than saving time." 

Russell  Dilday Jr., president  of Southwestern seminary, opened conference sess ions  
with t a l k s  on bold missions. Dilday c i t e d  information from a recent study of American 
fermiLier which revealed a changing e t h i c  a d  morality.  

Southern Bapt is ts  muet take advantage of information such aa t h i s  t o  be c e r t a i n  
they a r e  speaking t o  the  present needs of the  world instead of speaking to needs 
t h a t  no longer exist, Dilday said .  

"The excitement of Bold Mission Thrust is t h a t  we have been given not only a message, . 
but  t h a t  we have the  resources and goala t o  share  i t  with t h e  world. 

"Southern Baptiarts must understand the  world as b e s t  they can t o  say we have i n  
Jesus Chris t  the  only answer t o  t h e i r  needs. That is Bold Hission Thrust," Dilday said .  

-30- 
By J i m  Lowry--1 :40 p.m., Monday 

Southern Baptist Convention, Houston, June 12-14,1979 
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Bold Mission 
. While It Is Yet Da yl 

NOTE TO REPORTERS AND EDITORS: 

Due to the limited space, we are not able to provide enough typewriters for you t o  
reserve one for your exclusive use. Use one whenever you find it available. 

Thanks, 
SBC Newe Room 

B x L  3 7 5  

Southern Baptist Convention, Houston, Jun 12-14,1979 



CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE OFFICERS--The Southern Baptist Church Music Cbnfercnce elected 
Thad Roberts Jr. ( l e f t ) ,  minister of music a t  South Hain Baptist  Church, Houstons 
president; Polly Riddle (center),  d i rec tor  of keyboard s tudies  a t  William fewell College, 
vice president of educational divis ion;  B i l l  J. Fearson (front r i gh t ) ,  minister of 
music, Travis Avenue Baptist  Church, For t  Worth, loca l  church divis ion v ice  president;  
A l  Washburn (back l e f t ) ,  chairman of the  department of church music, Golden Gate Baptist  
Theological Seminary, president elect; Charles Gatwood (back le f t ) ,  director of church 
music department fo r  the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina, denominational 
vice president.  Photo by Stepheil W. Medford 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

ReligABna Educators Roundup 

HOUSTON, June 11--William Pinson literally brought his audience to its knees here 
Monday night. 

After delivering a fiery speech in which hc called for Baptist unity in a "crisis 
hour ," the president of Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif., 
asked about 450 persons attending the last session o f  the Religious Education Association's 
24th rnecttng in Houston's First Baptist Church to go to their knees in prayer. 

"God didn't bring us to Bold Missions ta splinter," Pinson declared. ''I pray 
you will be agents of unity this week in nouston." 

Pinson, who spoke on "The Religious Educator:Agont for Bald Mission," said since 
arriving in Houston far the Southern Baptist Convention, he has seen "friends for life 
at each other's throats." 

He referred to the issue of inerrancy of scripture brewing at the annual Convention. 

"Let's kneel and pray for unity," he said. "Let's make personal commitments to be 
agents for change this week." 

According to Pinson, because of the possibility of Convention division over inerrancy 
and the challenge of Bold Mission Thrust, Southern Baptists face "the greatest crisis 
hour" in their history. 

Not since the "financial catastrophe of the 1930's" have Baptists faced such pivotal 
crossroads," he said. 

"I'd hate to see it (the Convention) tumble into division," he said. "We must believe 
the whole Bible and not just part of i t .  It may cost some of you your jobs.'' 

Pinson called on Southern Baptists to "breathe fire" Into their churches if they 
want Bold Mission Thrust to work. 

"When the people of God want to stay in Jerusalem a13 the time and when they do not 
want to go out unto the uttermostj they get sick spiritually," he remarked, "Until 
Southern Baptists get serious about the going, we won't grow.!' 

Pinson's speech climaxed a two-day agenda which focused on a theme of "~eligious 
Education: Key to Bold Mission." 

Lawrence Klempnauer, minister of education of Travis Avenue Baptist Church in 
Fort Worth, was electsd president for 1979-80. President-elect is Dr. J. Roger Skelton, 
prof essor of religious education/church admintstration, Golden Gate Seminary. 

Other new officers include Roy Lee Williams, Union Baptist Association, Houston, 
vice-president, Field Services Group) Thelma Williamson, director of childhood education, 
First Saptist Church, Ferguson, Mo., vice-president, Church Workers Eroug'F. Marvin 
Myers, administration consultant, Church Administration Department, Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Nashville, secretary-treasurer, and Tim Holcomb, minister of education, Polytechnic 
Baptist Church, Fort Worth, assistant secretary-treasurer, 

Besides Pinson's speech, other highlights of the two-day meeting included addresses 
by Peter Wagner, professor of church growth at Fuller Thcological Seminary in Pasadena, 
Calif., and Jesse C. Fletcher, president of Hardin-Simmons University in Abilene. 

"As goes the Sunday School, so goes the church," Vagner said in a speech Monday 
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 he Sunday School is a t i l l  the  most successful structure f o r  growth in Southern 
'Baptist churches," he s a i d .  

Fletcher, wha spoke Sunday, c a l l e d  on Southern B z p t i s t s  t o  g e t  back t o  t h e  basics 
of disclplpleship t o  ensure the  success of Bold Hission Thrust ,  

"There's no s u b s t i t u t e  for d i s c i p l e s h i p  and i n e v i t a b l y  we come back t o  i t  ," he noted. 

k c o r d i n g  t o  Fletcher, Southern B a p t i s t s  sometine a r e  hardpressed t o  p r a c t i c e  
b ib l i ca l ly - t augh t  d i s c i p l e s h i p  because they f i n d  i t  hard t o  a r t i c u l a t e .  

Fle tcher  pointed ou t  the Bible p resen t s  a fomula f o r  d i sc ip lesh ip  i n  2 Timothy 2:2. 
This passage, he said, provldes a mul t ip l i ca t ion  approach t o  d i sc ip lesh ip .  

Before F le tche r  spoke Sunday, a c t r e s s  J e a n e t t e  C l i f t  George o f  Youston discusred 
the  "joy of productlvlty ' '  i n  C h r i s t i a n  l i v i n g .  

"Joy is God's r e s v o n s i b i l i t y ;  obedience is ours," she raid. 

George joined t h e  Af te r  Dinner Players  of Houston i n  leading worship during the  
meeting. Grady Nutt, hmnrfst from Louisv i l l e ,  Ky., en te r t a ined  at  a Hondoy luncheon. 

I n  all sess ions ,  LeRoy Ford, professor ,  Southwestern Bap t i s t  Theological  Seminary, 
For t  Worth, provided teaching t i p s  for r e l i g i o u s  educators.  

RegirtratLon reached 455. V i s i t o r s  numbered 85. 

. By Larry Crisman-9:20 a.m., Tuesday 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Gideon Bible 

HOUSTON, June ll--We Mission Board Executive Director William G. Tanner began h i s  
address to the Woman's Missionary Uniw annual meeting here by expressing appreciation for 
tha Gideon Bible in his hotel roam. 

Tanner, indicating that he had forqotten to  bring hia Bible to the Southern Baptist 
Convention, quipped that "I plan to tske it back." 

"I've got 40 of these at home," Joked Tanner, holding up the Gideon Bible. 

-30- 

By Erscey Campbell--9:SO a.m., Tuesday 
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Reasons For Giving 
For Immediate Release 

Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

HOUSTON, June 11--Frank Po l l a rd ,  paspor of the  F i r s r  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Jackson, 
Miss., explained t o  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  the  annual Woman's Missionary Union meeting how 
his church was ab le  t o  t r i p l e  i t s  L o t t i e  Moon Christmas o f fe r ing  i n  four  years .  

"The l a d i e s  i n  our  church r e a l l y  got i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the  o f fe r ing  ... The men i n  our 
church are a f r a i d  of the l a d i e s .  So they give ..." 

The church gave $80,000 t o  the  mission o f f e r i n g  i n  1978, compared t o  $25,000 
four  years ago. 

By Bracey Campbell--9:45 a.m. Tuesday 
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For Your Information 

New o f f i ce r s  of the Southern Baptist  Church Music Conference a r e  Thad Roberts Jr. ,  
minister of music a t  Houston'e South Main Baptist  Church, preeident: Al Waehburn, chair- 
man of the department of church music at Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, M i l l  
Valley, Calif. ,  president e lec t ;  Polly Riddle, d i rec tor  of keyboard etudies a t  William 
Jewel1 College, Liberty, Ho., vice  president of the education division; B i l l  J. Pearson, 
minlater of music at  Travis Avenue Baptist: Church, Fort Worth, Texas, vice president of 
the  l oca l  church division; and Charles Gatwood, d i rec tor  of the church music department 
of the  Baptist  S t a t e  Convention of North Carolina, Raleigh, vice president of the de- 
nominational. division. 

-30- 
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The Southern Baptist Journal 
P.O. Box 468 

Buchanan, Georgia 301 13 
Dr. William A. Powell, Editor 

June 12,  1979 Telephone 404-646-3856 

Wednesday at 4 : 00 

HAROW) LINDSELL NEWS CONFERENCE 

The BFMF (Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship, Inc,)  
is hosting a News Conference with Dr. Harold Lindsell 
on June 13, in Houston, Texas. 

This News Conference will be at 4:00 Wednesday afternoon 

It  will be at  Greenway Theater #3, This is immediately 
adjacent to Stouffers' Greenway Plaza Hotel. 

This theater is a t  the entrance to the Underground Mall 
right next to the Summit. You can simply walk through 
Stoufferst Hotel lobby directly to Theater #3. 

Zondervan released Dr. Lindsellts latest book June 5: 
"The Bible In The Balance. " 

This is a sequel to his best-selling 1976 book: 
"The Battle For The Bible ." 

The longest chapter in Lindsellts new book deals with 
liberalism within the Southern Baptist Convention -- and 
especially at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Louisville. 

Dr. Lindsell is President of the BFMF and is the 
Editor-Emeritus of "Christianity Today. " 

The BFMF is a group of loyal Southern Baptists who pray 
for the day when every teacher in our schools and every 
writer of our Sunday School literature is personally 
committed to the Verbal Inspiration of the Bible as the 
infallible Word of God. 

The BFMF publishes the ttSouthern Baptist Journal," 





Page 2--Roundup for Tuesday pms 

A series of related Baptist groups closed two-day meetings Monday ntght with the 
election of officers. 

B. Edward Gilstrap of Atlanta was named president of the Southern Baptist Conference 
of Directors of Missions, while Mrs. A. Harrison Gregory o f  Danvilla, Va., was elected to 
a fifth one-year term as president of the 1.1 million member Woman's Missionary Union. 

James T. Draper, pastor of First Baptist Church of Euless, Tex., was chosen president 
of the Southern Baptist Pastors'Conference and Al Washburn of Mill Valley, Calif., president- 
elect of the Southern Baptist Church Music Conference. 

By Roy Jennings--4:40 p.m. Monday 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Messengers React To Taxing Missionaries 
* 

HOUSTON, June Il-Most of the  messengers t o  the three-day Southern Baptis t  Convention 
s t a r t i ng  Tuesday were unaware Honday of a recent  Congressional act which w i l l  require  
foreign misaionaries t o  pay federa l  income taxes. 

However, rhey eeem equally divided on whether Southern Bapriat missionaries should 
pay the tax. 

The Foreign Earned Income Act of 1978 eliminates a provision which. previously excluded 
income up t o  $20,000 f o r  United S ta tes  c i t i z ens  working f o r  chari table  and re l ig ious  
organizations and l i v ing  i n  foreign countries.  The provision had covered a l l  missionaries 
under appointment by the  Southern Baptist  Foreign M i s ~ i o n  Board who qual i f ied a s  bona f i d e  
residents  of foreign countries.  

But s t a r t i ng  with the 1979 taxable year, missionaries' incomes w i l l  be  subject t o  
taxation. This taxation may cos t  Southern Baptisr missionaries as much as $1 million 
annually i n  federa l  income taxes. 

Some messengers Eolt tha t  anyone who is a c i t i z en  of the United Stares  ehould pay 
taxes, even i f  l i v ing  i n  a foreign country. 

"1 think missionaries should pay the same taxes a s  those people l iv ing  i n  t h i s  
country," said Paul Faircloth,  pastor of the  F i r s t  Baptisr Church i n  Dania, Fla. "These 
people are making a sa la ry  and rhey receive some benefi ts  from t h i s  country-especially 
from the  s t a t e  department." 

Faircloth, who worked at a Southern Baptis t  mission i n  Brazi l  one rwmner, said he i a  
a l l  f o r  increasing the  s a l a r i e s  of miasionaries but not t o  cover the taxes they w i l l  have 
t o  pay. 

John Horton, pastor of the  Emory Baptis t  Church i n  Atlanta, pointed out tha t  the 
missionary is not  much d i f f e r en t  in h i s  f inanc ie l  s i t ua t i on  than many Southern Baptist  
pastors. 

pa hey a r e  not deriving t he i r  income from foreign countries,  but from here. If a person 
is a c i t i z en  of the United States ,  he should be reeponeible f o r  some income tax, no 
matter whete he l i v e s  ." 

Others attending the convention expressed s imilar  ideaa t o  those of Mrs. Peggy Jones 
of Paducah, Ky. Although unaware of the  new law, she f e l t  missionaries a r e  already 
aacrfficing enough and should not have t o  a t a r r  paying something they haven't been 
paying previously. 

"They shouldn't have t o  pay. They l i v e  off meager incomes," sa id  Lanier Singleton, 
pastor of t he  New Salem Baptis t  Church i n  Sumter, S.C. "Some of the  money we a r e  apending 
domes~ical ly  could be spent be t t e r  elsewhere. f think we ought t o  add Bold Management t o  
Bold &amion. Misaiomriss  a r e  not t reated nearly a s  well a s  same of our denominational 
a e c u t i v e s  here are. " 

Others also suggested one way t o  provide more money f o r  missionaries i s  t o  get r i d  of 
same of the  "denominational desk jobs .I' 

Other messengers are concerned tha t  the  new congressional tax a c t  is but one more 
s t ep  toward government contrcl .  

"f'm af ra id  things a r c  leading t o  t o t a l  taxation," said Ray Walls, pastor of Sheldon 
b a d  Baptis t  Church in Tampa, Bla. 

-more- 
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Page 2--Nessengers React To Taxing Missionaries 

Jimmy Mores, pastor of Branchton Baptir t  Church i n  Tampa, says he hates  to  see the 
church pay taxes, But, he would welcome i t  i f  paying taxes meant the government would 
nor be supporting churchea aad the government "would get off  our backs." 

One person had heard of the  new tax law affect ing missionaries and had not formed an 
opinion. 

"I would like t o  have more facts. I've wanted t o  read the law and see what they have 
i n  mind," said U. A. McManus of the Alabama Baptist  Foundation, Montgomery, Ala. "There 
may be ce r t a in  conceasiona within the law which would allow fo r  cer ta tn  groups. But, i f  
the missionaries do have t o  pay, I believe the  Foreign Mission Board w i l l  have t o  supple- 
ment missionaries ' incomes i n  some way. " 

He went on t o  say tha t  i f  the taxation of missionaries was an oversight on the part of 
the federal  government, he bel ieves the law w i l l  be corrected. 

"I don't think there is any organized movement t o  take away the r i gh t s  of re l ig ious  
groups," said Mdlanus, who has a background in taxes. Before becoming a Baptis t  minis ter ,  
he was an agent f o r  the In te rna l  Revenue Service. 

By Jennifer Bryon--4:45 p.m., Monday 
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Bold Mission 
Directors of Missions Roundup While It Is Yet Day! 

HOUSTON, June 11--That Southern Baptist stepchild, the local association of churches, 
at last is beginning to feel like a real member of the family, directors of missions 
indicated at a two-day conference here. 

With tho growth of metroplexes and the spread of Baptist work into all 50 states, 
it's the 1,197 associations that offer the key to continued growth of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, directors of missions learned at their annual meeting. 

These associations, through which local churches cooperate voluntarily for fellow- 
ship and joint projects, have been part of Baptist life in this country since the first 
one was founded in 1707--more than a hundred years before the Southern Baptist Convention 
itself was formed. 

The key such associations can offer is teamwork, said James EJelson, the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board's new director of associational missions. 

"The unprecedented opportunities of the major metropolitan areas can stagger our 
minds if we look at them in isolation," Nelson said. "However, the association can 
overcome that. " 

He believes the 35,030 Southern Baptist churches have no choice but to band together 
more effectively in their local associations if they're going to meet tho challenge of 
the next two decades. 

"Who can develop a strategy for Seattle, Los Angsles, Chicago or Houston but the 
people who live thers and who have heard Gad's call to be on mission in these places?'' 
he asked. 

And Nelson thinks this is beginning to happen. "Baptist leaders across the nation 
are joining tha movement for stronger associations," he said. 

Nelson sees strong opportunities for growth not only in the newer Southern Baptist 
areas like the Northwest and New England, but also in tho sunbelt--the string of states 
that stretches necklace-like from Virginia and North Carolina westward to California. 

This sunbelt, which includes some of Southern Baptists' strongest areas of work, 
recently was described as the most rapidly growing population segment of the nation, 
Nelson pointed out. "Missions and evangelism there will not require millions of dollars," 
he said, "but equipped, motivated and functioning associational and church missions 
cornittees involving people in Christ." 

An example of this active associational outreach was detailed by Ed Onley, director 
of church-community ministries of Capital Baptist Ass~ciation, Oklahoma City, 

This association's 124 churches have more than 2,400 volunreors activ~ly involved 
in 27 different activities ranging from free medical and dental clinics to a center for 
battered women and prostitutes. 

Onley's latest project i s  a permanent Trucker's Chapel that the association hopes 
to open September 1 at the busy Trucker No. 2 truckstop on Interstate 40 northeast of 
Oklahoma City. 

Tha 6-by-12-foot chapel will be staffed 24 hours a day with volunteers who counsel 
OF just talk with truckdrivers. 

Originator of the idea was an independent Oklahoma trucker, Fred Wright, who came 
ta Onley in January saying, "Ed, we've got a problam. Gals in vans are tempting good, 
moral family men as they cruise the highways. ~e'vo got to offer the truckers another 
place t o  go." 

-more- S A X .  3 7  5 
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"With diesel oil prices .going up, it's casting a bundle to operate the mobile chapel," 
Onley said. "But we can put up one of these permanent chapels for $997, and Chriarian 
truckatop owners will furnish the site and the utilities." 

If the first one i s  successful, he believee hundreds of similar chapels could easily 
be set up and staffed by Baptist volunteers through aseociarions across the country. 

How do projects like these in Oklahoma City affect the growth of the association? 
Onley points out that since the ministries were started in 1973, the Capital City Aeeocia- 
tion's budget has grown from $120,030 a year to $500,000. 

''reople are givina more because they can aee things happening with their owa eyes," 
he said. "And the Cooperative Program, home missions and foreign missions offerings are 
all increasing, too." 

In their cloeing business session, the directors of missions elected R. Edward Gilstrap, 
executive director of missions far the Atlanta Baptist Association, as president. They 
named Larry Rose, director of miseions in Waco, Texas, as president-elect. 

Other officers are George Arthur, Dexter, Mo., re-elected secretary; Robert A. Welle, 
Reno, Nev., treasurer: and Harold Blackburn, Silverhill, Ala., re-elected editor. Preston 
Denton of St. Louis will be host director when the group meets in that city next year, 

By Bob Stanley--3:45 p.m. Monday 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Phyll is  Bennett Feature 

HOUSTON, June 11--Phyllis Bennett began her 32 years o f  marriage i n  a one-room t r a i l e r  
i n  a North Carolina m i l l  town a s  wife of a collage student and part- t ine pastor. 

That's far from the  30th-floor s u i t e  i n  the  Hyatt Regency here where she is spending 
the week of the Southern Baptis t  Convention with her husband, Harold Bennett, who becomes 
the new executive secretary of the convention's executive cormnittee on July 31. 

Mrs. Bennett g ree t s  guests t o  the s u i t e  as graciously as i f  i t  were t he i r  new Nashville 
home. 

"We've been happy wherever we've been." Mrs. Bennett explains, adding she believes 
happiness is much more a s t a t e  of mind than a s t a t e  of being. 

'1 1 I ve f e l t  sorry f o r  husbands whclse wives are unhappy when they've moved. Some people 
who go from being a pas tor ' s  wife t o  a denominational worker's wife are unhappy," she aays. 

Yet Mrs. Bennett, whose husband has been i n  denominational work fo r  19 yeare, i s  happy. 

I1 I I m a f ani ly person.. . f a i r l y  down-to-earth. I kind of take things a s  they come," she 
says. 

Her l i f e  with Harald Bennett has been f u l l  of adjustments. They have moved often. 
Mrs. Bennett has learned t o  look on the posi t ive s ide  of such s i tua t ions .  

She takes joy i n  m a l l  things, things l e s s  observant folks  might overlook, l i k e  her 
grandmother 's cameo on a gold chain around her neck and a gold charm bracelet* s ta r ted  before 
the high gold pr ices  of l a t e ,  with charms from each cmntry  she 's  v i s i t ed  with Bennett. 

h e n  i n  today's climate of growing acceptance of women i n  a l t e rna t e  ro les ,  Mrs. Ben- 
n e t t  i s  comfortable being a "wife" and a l l  the term t rad i t iona l ly  implies. 

Although she taught physical education before the Bennett's throe chi ldren were born 
and a f t e r  they wore up i n  elementary and high school, she never saw teaching a s  a career.  

It: was sat isfying,  but never her  whole fulf i l lment  i n  l i f e .  

" I 'm  through teaching, I hope. I've taught a l l  f plan t o  teach. Being a wi fe  and 
mother and being at  home is more important t o  me," she explained. 

In f ac t ,  Mrs. Bennett, who mentions she is often accused of resembling Betty White-- 
the happy homemaker on the cld Mary Tyler Moore te levis ions seriee7--is happy i n  her 
t rad i t iona l  role .  

"I think wornen hove a lot t o  offer," she says, clthough she adds she would not presume 
t o  advise her husband a b w t  h i s  job. 

Mre. Bennett does not expect her l i f e  to  change much with her husband's new job, ex- 
cept she plane t o  play golf a l i t t l e  more often...and t o  t ravel .  

"If the last few months a r e  any indication, then we're i n  f o r  a l o t  of travel, ' '  she 
ndmits. 

"I 'm glad t h i s  job came a t  a time i n  my l i f e ,  when the children a r e  g t m  and married, 
so I could be f r e e  t o  go with him, t o  be a t  his side. 

"I see him giving a l o r  of himself, see him pushing when I know how t i r ed  he is. 1 

. , guess that 'e  the protect ive pa r t  of me," she says. 

"After a l l ,  I narricd Harold for  the man, not fo r  the jab. f am a support parson. I 
f e l t  1 rhould make a happy home f o r  him and tha t  w i l l  not change with t h i s  new job." 

-30- 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Lindsel l  News Confcrenca 

HOUSTON, June 11--Arch conservative Harold Lindsel l  defended h i s  view of the  inerrancy 
of the  Bible here Honday and out l ined what he claimed were evidences of liberal%sm i n  
Southern Bapt is t  seminaries. 

When Lindse l l  f in ished h i s  nws conference, Duke McCalL, president of Scuthern Bapt is t  
Theological Seminary, Louisvi l le ,  staged an ad-hoc meeting with media, charging Lindsel l  
was "plsying games with words." 

Lindsel l ,  president of the  Baptiet  Fa i th  and Message Fellowship and former e d i t o r  of 
Chr i s t i an i ty  Today, drew generously from h i s  new book, "The Bible i n  the  Balance," t o  support 
h i s  charges t h a t  the re  a r e  l i b e r a l s  wi thin  the  Southern Bapt is t  Convention who do not 
bel ieve the  S i b l e  i s  verba l ly  i r sp i red .  

Lindsel l  gave s p e c i f i c  nemes and c i t e d  s p e c i f i c  a r t i c l e s  i n  attempting t o  prove h i s  
point. 

L i d s e l l  c i t e d  a news repor t  which quoted him a s  saying Southern Bapt is ts  must face 
the  Fssua of b i b l i c a l  inerrancy o r  s u f f e r  the  consequences, even if it  means the  lose of 
500,000 members. 

"That should be put i n  context," he said .  "That represents  only about four  percent 
(of t h e  t o t a l  mzzbership). But I think i f  we a r e  l i k e l y  t o  follaw the  pa t te rn  of other  
denominations, It would be b a t t e r  PO lose the 500,000. 

"But X h o p  we don' t  l o s e  anybody. It would be b e t t e r  i f  some o f  these  people whose 
views a r e  not  comparable t o  those general ly  held by Southern Bapt is ts  would have some 
kind of conversion experience, I' he added. 

Lindsel l ,  who l i v e s  i n  a suburb of Chicago, Ill., sa id  Southern Bapt is ts  actually a r e  
creedzl people. 

"This businzos of not 5ePng c r e e d ~ l  is, no matter how t h i n  you slice i t ,  baloney. We 
a r e  creedal. 

"In Texas (Bapt is ts)  threw out a couple of churches because they were speaking i n  
tongues. I f  t h a t  is not  creeping creedalism, I don't  know what is." 

At one point  he sa id  i f  he were president of a Southern Bapt is t  seminary he would 
"welcome a a  invest igat ion. .  .indeed demand that: the  denomination s e t  up some s o r t  of 
committee t o  take a harder look to  determine i f  there  is  t r u t h  i n  what X have said." 

When asked what h i s  orgcnizatlon is t ry ing  t o  cor rec t  among Southern Bapt is ts ,  Lindsel l  
said eeminariea "have not  heard" the  concerns about l iberal ism from the  people I n  the  pew, 
and suggested t h a t  the  way t o  ge t  recourse is through e lec t ing  o f f i c e r s  who w i l l  do some- 
thing about the  s i t u a t i o n  he dascribed i n  the  seminaries. 

In  h i s  response t o  Lindsel l ,  McCall sa id  the re  e r e  some i n  the  convention who would 
embark on a witch hunt, i f  possible.  

During h i s  r e b u t t a l ,  McCall s d r l  he was not  aware t h a t  Lindsel l  had ever been on the 
campus of Southern Seminary, although LindseU told  repor te r s  he had v i s i t e d  the  seminary 
l i b r a r y  at  Louisvi l le .  

"If he was there ,  I never saw him," McCall sa id .  

-30- 
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Rogers Reaction t o  Charzes of I r r e g u l a r i t i e s  

HOUSTON, June 14--Southsrn Bap t i s t  Ccnventisn pres ident  Adrian Rorers s a i d  Thursday 
ha su7porrs an inves t iga t ion  int:, r,llcr~e:l rcc;iarraticn abuses d u r i n ~  the  convention i n  
which he  was e lec ted  pres ident .  

"I support  i t  (an Investi:gstion) i f  t h e r e  has been any r n i a d o i n ~ ~ ' ~  he sa id .  

"I wnuld hope i t  would nat c z s t  o s n e r e i m s  an  any innocent ~ e q p l e ,  bu t  I w~ul:! be  i n  
favor o f  exposing anyone wh:) has done anythin:; dishonssr." 

'P .?ers ,  wh3 spent  most: of the  m r n i n a  i n  n neeting with the  s t a t e  an?tist: n s w s ~ a r ~ e r  edi tor :  
saic! late Thursday t h a t  he had not  heard about thc  charyes of i r r e s u l a r i t i e s ,  nar  of t h e  
convention-directed i n v e s t i e a t i o n  in to  then. 

When to ld  of t h e  allepe: irrca?uulnrities, R5?yers con~ente:l: "If  these  peogle knew 
b o t t e r ,  f wmld doubt t h d i r  i n t o z r i t y .  If  they d i d n ' t  know b e t t e r ,  I wnuld i!nubt t h e i r  
w i s d ~ n .  But I wculd have t o  know mare about the  casas t>  knzn whather i t  was an e r r n r  
o f  t he  head o r  t h e  heart ." .  

However, Ro:;ers s a i d  he ''doubts i n  ny awn heaJ and hear t"  t h a t  t h e r e  ware .widespread 
abuses i n  the convention r e g i s t r a t i o n  and b a l l o t i n -  processes,  

"I. be l i eve  t h e r e  has been n.3 p lq t  o r  p l m  o r  novenznt t .3  do anythin': l i k e  t h a t  nnJ I would 
be d i s a p p i n t e d  i n  anyone whs woul~l make such an accusation.: '  

h k o d  what t h e  motion and t h e  r epor t  rean ti: h i s  e l e c t i o n ,  Pagers sa id :  "I would have 
ts know noxe absut  how people vnted. a u t  I would n>t wznt t o  be e lec ted  by such a method 
o r  without proper in tegr i ty . : '  

Xogers said h s  d i d n ' t  th ink a l l e ~ a t i n n s  of votinr: irre:.;ularities w i l l  a f f e c t  h i s  own 
e l e c t i o n  as pres ident .  

"But I hope if snyane has honest  q u e s t i + ~ n s ,  they can have then answsred, I f  the  procsdure 
shows any irre:;ularity o f  s serious na tu rc  which c , ~ s t s  doubt on ~ . y  e l e c t i o n ,  then s o  be it.'' 

Rogars explained he in tends  t o  continue a s  pres ident  " u n t i l  anothcr e l e c t i o n  is  held ,"  
and added t h a t  ho be l i eves  t h a t  f o r  him t;? r e s i z n  woulcl be "for rne fell3wship,  the  
most: d i s r u p t i v e  th in5  t h a t  could ha?pen. There wml4 be deep sus3ic ions  on both s i d e s  anc! 
i t  would be very h u r t f u l  ts t h e  f e e l i n q s  of sme" wh~hr n igh t  f e e l  they had been disen- 
franchised.  

, The new SBC.president s a i d  he  h q e s  specula t ion about a r e s i ~ n n t i o n  and rurnors of 
widespread a l l e y t i o n s  of i r r e q u l a r i t i e s  w i l l  not  becnse prevalent, 

"such a t h i n s  woul3 s e t  th inzs  nff  on t h e  l e f t  forjt r i n h t  cff the  ba t .  "I hope we 
80 throu-h t h e  process (of inves t i za t ion)  before s?eculatin!: zbout what w i l l  happen." 

By Dan f i r t in -d :OO p.m., Thurs~lsy 



Georgi Vins News Conference 

HOUSTON, June 14--The Soviet Secrer po l ice  (KGB) has attempted t o  i n f i l t r a t e  Zaptie:: 
and other  Chris t ian churches i n  Russia, and t o  blackmail Chris t ian leaders t o  work fo r  
the  Communist government withxu t h e  church, Russian Reform Bapt is t  d i s s iden t  Georgi 
Vins charged here  Thursday i n  a news conference. 

The KGB planted e lec t ron ic  "bugs" i n  t h e  homes of Reform s a p t i s t  leaders  t o  lean- 
church plans,  added Vins, a major speaker a t  t h e  122nd meeting of the  Southern Bapt23:: 
Convention a t  t h e  Summit. 

I ron ica l ly ,  the e lec t ron ic  devices were made i n  t h e  United S ta tes  and sold t o  the ;z.-. 
he claimed. 

Vins, who was f reed along with four other  Russian d i s s iden ts  two months ago i n  
axchange for two convicted Soviet spies, a l s o  sa id  t h a t  he believed t h e  KGB intentions: 
detained h i e  family i n  tbscow, preventing them from a r r i v i n g  i n  the  United S ta tes  a s  
scheduled on Thursday, i n  an e f f o r t  t o  prevent him from addressing t h e  convention neGFr2-- 

Vins' e n t i r e  family, h i s  mother, wife, f i v e  chi ldren,  a niece and even a S t .  Eernar. 
dog, were scheduled t o  a r r i v e  i n  New York Ci ty  from Russia Thursday night .  s a i d  Olin 
Robison, president o f  Middlebury College i n  Middlebury, V t . ,  where Vins and h i s  fari;: 
a r e  t o  l i v e  temporarily. 

Robison reported t h e  Vins family was temporarily detained by Soviet o f f i c i a l s  i n  
&scow, causing them t o  miss t h e i r  plane andde lay ing  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  United 
States by a t  l e a s t  28 hours. 

Vins said he spent one hour t a lk ing  on t h e  telephone t o  h i s  family when they a r r i v -  
i n  Frankfort ,  Germany, and his wife  t o l d  him t h a t  he  "must be i n  Houston, f o r  t h i s  is 
more important than mee t i a g  your family. " 

Vins had been i n  pr ison f o r  f i v e  years,  from 1974-79, and had not seen h i s  e n t f r e  
family f o r  almost s i x  years. H e  spenc a year  i n  biding before he was ar res ted .  

During the 90-minute news conference, t r ans la ted  by Pe te r  Deyneka Jr., of t h e  Slovj-~ 
Gospel Association i n  Wheaton, Ill., Vins displayed photographic evidence of t o r t u r e  
o f  Russian Bapt i s t s  and o ther  Chris t ians  i n  t h e  Soviet Union. 

About 40 Russian Bapt i s t s  are now i n  pr ison i n  Russia f o r  t h e i r  f a i t h ,  he s a i d ,  adcl.. . 
t h a t  i n  the  l a s t  10 years ,  a t  l e a s t  10 Russian Bapt is ts  have become martyrs, tor tured 
to  death while i n  pr ison f o r  t h e i r  f a i t h .  

Vins sa id  he was not  beaten while i n  pr ison,  but he  was interrogated and oppress* 
psychologically. 

The U B ,  he explained, i s  "mare sub t le  today than physical," and use t o r t u r e  only ?. 

l a a t  r e s o r t .  

"Primarily they (KGB) a r e  t ry ing  t o  get i n t o  the  church and thereby influence the . L.  

Chris t ian church and oppress t h e  leaders  of t h e  church." 

Vinr disagreed with claims by Bapt is t  World Alliance o f f i c i a l s  t h a t  the re  is am 3 

smuggling Bibles into Russia, saying " there  is an enormous need f o r  Bibles i n  Rus6Lrr. 

He c i t e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the re  a r e  260 mi l l ion  people i n  Russia, and many Russians w ,  
more Bibles. 

0 ' "Whoever 18 involved i n  g e t t i n g  Bibles i n t o  Russia i s  doing a good job," he sa id .  
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Vins, sec re ta ry  o f  thc C:~unci l  of Churches of Evang&lical Chr i s t i ans  and Bap t i s t s  

(csmonly c s l l c d  the  Reforn Bapt i s t s ) ,  was asked about lcadarship  wi thin  thz  govornnant-- 
rscognized All Union Council of Ev3ngolic.l Chr i s t i ans  ~ n c t  Yspt i s t s  (MCECB), s p e c i f i c a l l y  
?{ichaol Zhidkov and Alexi Bichkov who have spoken a t  nlny EVA mestinqs. 

Answering the quas t i sn  about the  i n t e g r i t y  of Zhidlcov and Bichkov with another 
quest ion,  Vins s b ~ p l y  asked If thzy had ever t o ld  about pcrsccuticln ~f Bziptists i n  Russia 
wheil they spoke a t  r e l i g i o u s  g a t h c r i n ~ s .  Then Vins c i t e d  s t c l t i s t i c s ,  including t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
between 1325 and 1949, a t  l e a s t  25,090 ~ z p t i s r  praachzrs wars inpriscned i n  Qussia, and 22,300 
of then ( inc lud iaz   ins' fn the r )  d ied t h a r ~ .  

In  M~scort, t h a r e  is  only onc rdgisrdred Chr i s t i an  house of warship f o r  n c i t y  with 
% mil l ion  pd:oplc, y e t  Chr i s t i ans  i n  iascow ~ r 2  br ing  pcreccutzd by t he  Russian .?uthor i t ios ,  
Vins addud. 

'Did they (3ichl:ov and Zhidkov) t e l l  you af thcsc  t ! ~ i n ~ s ? ^ '  hc nskod. 

' Thera a r e  two s i d ~ s  t o  t h e  church i n  Russia, .' Vins c ~ p l ~ a i n e d .  "One s i d e  s t a t b s  
t h e r e  i s  r e l i g i o u s  freedon for Chr i s t i ans  i n  Xussia, an3 t h e  d thc r  s i d z  t z l l s  of g r m t  per- 
secut ion of Chr i s t i ans .  The Sovizt-controlled p ress  cnd t h c  a u t h o r i t i e s  say t h a r e  is  f u l l  
r e l i g i o u s  freadorcl i n  Russia,  and t h i s  is what Sic!lkov on3 Zhidl:ov 3.3~.  1 w i l l  l e t  you dscidc 
f o r  y ~ u r s e l f  . '' 

Vins s e i d  t h r  Chr i s t i ans  i n  C.rlorica should ba cmcornsd about r o l i p i o u s  parsecut ion 
i n  Xuasia, ',for all. of us ns Chr i s t i sns  mke up cnc body. I f  on2 nemLdr of th3  body s u f f e r s ,  
w- a l l  dc.  I f z e l  C h r i s t l m s  who arc su f fe r ing  i n  ?.usnis should recs ive  t l : ~  praycrs  and 
support  of Chr i s t i ans  i n  t h e  United Sta tes . :  

dskild what C h r i s t i m s  can do t o  help  oppose p2rsecuti:;n i n  Russia, Vins seid the most 
v i t a l  quostion is  t o  s t rengrhcn thd t~or!c of tha  persi?cuczd Rsfitm Rap t i s t  gruup which s tands  
f o r  the  p r i n c i p l e  o f  s e p s r a t i m  of church nnd s t a t e .  

He expressed deev a p p r a c i a t i m  f o r  th? huncn r i ~ h t s  stnnd a f  President  Carrzr ,  ssyinp 
evbn non-.C:~ristinns i n  i lussia wdra s r a t e f u l  f o r  Carter's s tand on human r i & h t s .  

"When Jinny Car te r  was e loe t sd  pres ident  of t h ~  United S t a t e s ,  S n p t i s r s  i n  the Soviet  
Union re jo iczd  that t h e i r  b rc tha r  i n  tha  f r i t h  h ~ d  baen e lec tcd  t o  such 3 high pasition,'. 
Vins 83id. "51e thanked God f ~ r  Frosidant  Car te r ' s  stand on huann r i q h t s .  " 

Asked i f  h i s  comncnts p '~b1 ic ly  about psrsncutiorr ~f Chr i s t i ans  i n  Xussin might: c m s s  
Russian ~ u t h o r i t i e a  t o  i n t e n s i f y  o p p r e c s i m  of Christ ians. ,  Vins claindd i t  would help rn the r  
than hur t .  

"Th2 tiore i n f u m a t i c n  we ~ , i v z  t o  thc world, t h a  rwra w e  prEy for  Chr i s t i ans  ir.. Russia, 
the  b e t t e r  o f f  they w i l l  b;.." 

iic s a i d  that h i s  own s i t u z t i ~ n  inproved dramatic?lly i n  pr ison i n  1F75 after Con- 
gressman John Buchannn, a i h p t i s t  pnstnr  :~nd Bepublican roprcsent? t ive  from Girmingban, 
intrcduced a reso lu t ion  i n  thc 3ouse of ?.epresentctives c s l l i n g  f o r  V i n s ' r ~ l a y s z .  

I Astad i f  he r a g r e t s  t h a t  t h e  3VA recognizas the o f f i c i r t l  A 1 1  Union Cnuncil (of 3 ~ . p t i s t s ) :  
Vins s a i d  what he would l i k e  t o  sce is XJA recogni t ion of the  Ilcfsn 3 3 p t i s t  Rrcrup as wal i .  
"They havu a l rendy recognized nrr,,' he added. 

Vins s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Sgviet  o f f i c i a l s  had t r i e d  t n  ' . sea l  my li?ss' but  novr ha thmke  
God t h a t  "I au f r e e  t o  preach t h e  gospel and t e l l  o the r s  a b ~ u t  ny brothors  ~ n d  s i s t e r s  who 
are t ry ing  t o  p r ~ o c h  t h e  gospizl i n  d i f f i c u l t  circurlstanczs i n  Russiq.' 

Vins a t t r i b u t e d  h i s  frscdon t o  "an ansvcr t o  prc?yar." 

By J i n  Newton, 5*1'! p.m. Thurs t?~y 
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Bapt is t  Fa i th  and Message 
Fellowship May Change Name By Dan Martin 

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)--The Bapt i s t  Fai th  and Message Fellowship may drop use  of i t s  
c s n t r a v e r s i a l  name, an execut ive  of t h e  conservat ive  r e l i g i o u s  o r ~ a n i z a t i o n  revealed here.  

"We discussed i n  s u r  board meeting today a t  noon (June 13) whether t o  d e l e t e  the  
phrase, Bap t i s t  Fa i th  and Message Fellowshi?, and t o  opera te  under the  Southern Bap t i s t  
Journal," s a i d  Blll Powell, execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of the  orcanizat ion and e d i t o r  of the  
magazine. The meeting was closed t o  the  public.  

"Baptist  Fa i th  and Message Fellowship has become a whipping boy, a scapegoat," he  
added. "Progress has  been made and because o f  the progress ,  thzre seems t o  be no 
advantage i n  cnntinuing wi th  t h e  name." 

D M  has  been described a s  an independent group dedicated t o  advocacy of b i b l i c a l  
inerrancy (without e r r o r )  and seeking ou t  of Southern Bap t i s t  l i b e r a l s .  

Harold L indse l l ,  pres ident  of the  group and a former ed i t ax  o f  t h e  conservative 
evangel ica l  magazine, C h r i s t i a n i t y  Today, added: "The func t i an  of i t  (BRU?) has  been 
t o  improve t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  Southern convention. As f a r  as I an concerned, the  
executives af BFMF should give most se r ious  ccnsidera t ion t o  the  quest ion whether o r  not  
the  funct ion f o r  which they have been created has been f u l f i l l e d ,  I th ink t h a t  is  a very 
~ o o d  th ing t h a t  should happen." 

He addod: "It i s  my opinion t h a t  the  foundation has  been laid i n  such a way t h a t  
the  i s s u e s  a r e  c l e a r  so  t h a t  i t  would not  trztuble m e  i n  t h e  l e a s t  i f  t h e  BFitF went ou t  
of business.  'I 

L indsel l ,  who lit a f i r e  of controversy with a bo3k which names people he thinks 
a r e  theological  Liberals  wi th in  t h e  SDC, added: "I d3 not  th ink t h e  problem is resolved 
but  the  foundation has  been l a i d .  BRIF was not  created t o  be a p o l i t i c a l  agency. The 
i s s u e  has been a i r e d  and made c l e a r  a t  t h i s  point ."  

H2 s a i d  t h e r e  are n "subs tan t i a l  number of croups a t  wcrk on t h i s  i ssue ,"  and 
names Dallas pas to r ,  W. A, Criswell, Evangelist  James Robison of Hurst, Texas, Hauston 
a p p e l l a t e  judge Paul P r e s s l e r  and Paipe Pa t t e r son ,  pres ident  s f  t h e  C r i s w e l l  Center for  
B l b l i c s l  Studies ,  Dal las  as " f ~ r m i d a b l e  groupe. I' 

During an interview f ~ l l o w t n 3  a news conference f o r  L indse l l ,  Pgwell snid B W  has  
been a "very small o r q a n i z a t i ~ n  wi th  between 500 and 2,000 members." 

)I. 0. Owens Jr. of Gastonia, N.C., snid membership recsrds  are not  kept because 
"the group is a fellowship." 

P?well, however, s a i d  t h e  group i s  supported by 50 t o  125 churches, "some cf which 
con t r ibu te  more o f  t e n  than o the r s .  I* 

Southern Bap t i s t  Journal ,  he  sn id ,  had a press run of 10,000 copies on its l a s t  
i ssue .  Powell d id  not  r evea l  how many paid subsc r ip t ions  the re  a r e  t o  t h e  publ icat ion.  

Owens s a i d  the  group hcges t o  receive  even g r e a t e r  support  wi th  the  phasing ou t  of 
t he  BR4F appela t ion.  "It has become a name which has  assumed a great d e a l  of  opprobrium 
(reproach), " he sa id .  

Owens, chairman of  t h e  board o f  DFMF, sn id  t h a t  whi le  BFMF "may have served the  purpose, 
we still haven't won t h e  b a t t l e . .  ,havent t zained any gtL>und. We have our f 3ot  i n  t h e  dosr." 

He claimed c m s e r v a t i v e s  "haven't had a f a i r  shake i n  the  l a s t  10 o r  1 5  years.  We 
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have been t ry ing  t o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  f a c t  t h e r e  is a trend away from what Southern 
Bap t i s t s  have t r a d i t i o n a l l y  believed in .  It has nor been widespread, but  i t  is  there .  
We have watched t h i s  happen t o  Ikthodiska and Presbyter ians  and Luthezans. We d i d n ' t  want 
i t  t7 happen t o  Southern Bap t i s t s .  We were j u s t  t r y i n g  t u  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t u  t h a t  f a c t , "  

I n  t h e  news conference, L indse l l  a l s o  s a i d  he was pleased with t h e  e l e c t i o n  of 
Adrian Pagers of Memphis, Tenn., as pres ident  o f  t he  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention and 
said mcny people have been quest ioning t h e  r o l e  BFXF had i n  the  e l ec t ion .  

"Ciny role we (BF1-IF) may have played i n  t h e  e l e c t i c n  of Adrian Rogers would have been 
t i n y  indeed. I do no t  th ink t h a t  I personal ly ,  sr f 3 r  t h e  oryanizat lon,  would want t o  
claim we had a s i e a i f i c a n t  r u l e  i n  h i s  e l e c t i o n , "  

He again  c a l l e d  f o r  o "blue ribbcn" committee t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  h i s  charges of 
"liberalism" i n  Southern Dap t i s t  seminaries.  

SJC Votes Record 
$83 Mi1lim Budget 

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)--Messenqers t o  the  Southern Bap t i s t   onv vent ion's 122nd sess ion 
here unanimously adopted a record breakinp, $83 mi l l ion  budset f a r  the  denomination's 
worldwide prsgram of missions i n  1979-80. 

I n  o the r  recornendations from t h e  SPC Executive Corn i t t ee  t h e  messengers endorsed 
a suzgest inn t h a t  s t a t e  Bap t i s t  cnnventions adopt a t o t a l  Cuoperative Program goal of 
$226 mil l ion.  

The recornendaticln was i n  keeping with previcus convention a c t i o n  t o  double 
Cooperative Program g i f t s  i n  f i v e  years ,  p a r t  of the  Bold Mission Thrust  campaign t o  
reach every person on e a r t h  wi th  t h e  gospel by the  year  2000. To put t e e t h  i n t o  t h e  e f f o r t ,  
t he  messengers voted a $12 m i l l i o n  Bold Mission a l l o c a t i a n .  

The new SBC budget is  an $8 m i l l i o n  inc rease  Gver t h e  1978-79 budget. Receiving the  
i a r S e s t  sha re  of the  budget, $33.3 mi l l ion ,  w i l l  be the  Foreign ?Usaion Board wi th  
near ly  3,000 miss ionar ies  i n  94 coun t r i e s  and t e r r i t o r i e s .  

The seconnd l a r g e s t  amount, $13.3 mi l l ion ,  w i l l  xa t o  t h e  Home Mission B J ~ F ~  to  support  
t h e  work of  w r e  than 2,800 miss ionar ies .  Other a l l s c a t i o n s  were approved f o r  the  
4nnuity. Board, $325,000: t h e  Golden Gate Seminsry, $1,279,564; Midwestern Seminary, 
$1,324,516; New Orleans Seminary, $2,342,835; Southeastern Seminary, $2,317,319: Southern 
Seminary, $3,440,372; Southwestern Seminary, $4 ,L02,833; t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  F):undatisn, 
$181,900; American Bap t i s t  Theolo.sica1 Seminary, $160,500 ; t he  Bro therhusd Commission, 
$615,250; the C h r i s t i a n  Lif s Comis icn ,  $449,400; the  Education Ccmiss ion,  $310,300; the  
H i s t o r i c d  Comiss ion,  $235,400; t h e  Radio-Tv Commission, $3,210,000; t h e  Stewardship 
C o d s s i a n ,  $294,250; the  Publ ic  Af fa i r s  Committee, $272,550; the  SBC operat ing 
budget, $704,000; and seminary endwinent, $126,000. 

I4essenpera a l s o  approved Executive Committee reconmendations t o  h ~ l d  the  1984 sess ion  
df t h e  SBC i n  Kansas City, PD., June 12-14, and the  1935 sess ion  i n  Dal las ,  Texas, 
June 11-13. 

Executive Conunittee Chairman Brooks Wester of Hattissbur:, Miss., presented the  
c o n ~ i t t e e ' s  new execut ive  sec re ta ry - t r easure r ,  Harold Bennett, and h i s  wife ,  Phy l l i s .  

Bennatt ?resented a Bold I l i s s i ~ n  challenge notin:: t h a t  Southern Bap t i s t s  have been 
~ i v e n  a tremendous c h a l l e n ~ e  t o  reach every person on e a r t h  with the cospel.  

. "Phyl l is  and X have c o ~ t t e c !  our l i v e s  and a l l  we have and are t o  serving God and 
Southern Bapt is ts ,"  s a i d  Bennett who w i l l  succeed Por te r  Rmth when Routh r e t i r e s  
July 31. 

Another recommendation adspted by t h e  messenpers ca l ls  on SBC agencies t o  respond 
i n  writing on a l l  mat ters  r e fe r red  by the  Convention. 
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Bylaw 28 was amended t o  requ i re  aseneios t o  respond i n  wri t ing a t  the  c lose  of t h e i r  
r epor t  i n  the  Book of Reports and Annual, pivtng s p e c i f i c  i n f o m t i o n  on (1) how the  
matter r e fe r red  was considered; (2) how i t  was reaorted t o  the  c ~ n s t i t u e n c y ;  and 
(3) any ac t ions  on the  mat ter  taken by the  asency o r  a c t i o n  proposed t o  the  Convention. 

SBC 2nd VP Xn Bapt i s t  
Fa i th  and Message Fellowship By Robert Stanley 

HOUSTOIJ, Texas (RP)--~.:n Tucht.:n, the 40-year -~1~1 ;:?.stcr ~f a sllall : :* c t . b  . - 
Flor ida  church who was e lected second vice-president of the  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention, 
sa id  t h a t  he  is  o member of t h e  Ilaptisr  Fa i th  and Message Fellowship. 

But he sa id  t h a t  h i s  nomination was not  p a r t  of any  re-arranged "t icket"  of the  
theological ly  conservative nroup, even though h e  i s  a personal f r i end  of President- 
elect Adrian Rogers of Memphis, Tenn. 

Touchton, pastor  of the  4OOlnember Central  Bapt is t  Church i n  Brandon, Fla., s a i d  h i s  
members c a l l  him "Don the  Bspt is t"  because of h i s  stron; stand f o r  b i b l i c a l  orthodoxy. 

A graduate of Houston Bap t i s t  University and Luther Rice Seminary, Touchtsn sa id  he 
was "surprised" when he was e lec ted  over t h e  better-known Homer Lindsay Jr., pastor  of 
First: Bap t i s t  Church, Jncksonville,  Fla. 

Touchton is  a former computer engineer with the  Apollo snace program who was 30 
when he f e l t  God c a l l i n g  him i n t o  the  ministry.  H e  s a i d  he chase Luther Rice over such 
Southern Bap t i s t  rheolopicnl seminaries as New Orleans, Southwestern and Southern 
because he f e l t  t h a t  i t  offered a more "pract ical"  ~ u r r i c u l u m  with a g r e a t e r  percentage 
of hours i n  Bible courses required. 

Now t h a t  he 's  been e lec ted  a s  a Southern Bapt is t  leader ,  he f e e l s  t h a t  an i n p a r t i a l  
committee " that  everybody could respectf t  would be the  b e s t  way t o  s e t t l e  the  question 
of whether unorthdox teaching is takinr: p lace  i n  the s i x  Southern Bap t i s t  seminaries. 

Touchton s a i d  he would "encourage him (Adrian Rogers) t o  consider such a cormnittee 
s o  t h i s  i s s u e  con be resolved." 

Pereom'lly, Touchton s s i d ,  he  is concerned over some of the teaching t h a t  he bel ieves  
is being done at  t h e  seminaries. 

Although Touchton supports the  convention a c t i c n  r a a f f i r n i n z  the  1963 Bap t i s t  Fai th  
and Pkssaqe etatement, he s a i d  he  i s  not s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  ac t ion  w i l l  s e t t l e  the  question 
of whether unorthodox tenchin3 is taking place  i n  the  seminaries. 

He s s i d  he  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  dis turbed by an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "Shall We Ca l l  the  
Bible I n f a l l i b l e ? "  which was pr in ted  i n  a Southern Bap t i s t  publ icat ion and by excerpts  of 
mate r ia l s  w r i t t e n  by seminary teachers t h a t  he  has read. 

11 q I m no t  on a witchhunt," he  said,I1but I am concerned about the  doctrinal.  orthodoxy 
of a l l  the  agencies and i n s t i t u t i o n s  . " 

He s a i d  h e  ie dis turbed t h a t  some young min i s te r s  ~f h i s  acquaintance have come ou t  of 
Southern Dapris t  seminaries "troubled, c e r t a i n l y  not  s o l i d ,  and unable t o  fo rce fu l ly  
pursue t h e i r  minis t ry .  " 

Rut h e  asked t o  be  quoted a s  saying, " I ' m  very much s Southern Bapt is t .  I love 
Southern Baptiats.  I ' m  one by choice.. .I d i d n ' t  have t o  be one." 

And if t h e r e  are any who f e a r  t h a t  "radicals" have been e lected to head the  SDC, 
be added, they should know t h a t  "Adrian's not  a rad ica l .  He loves the  SDC and a l l  its 
work and s o  do I." 

Touchton s a i d  h i s  own church designates about 4.5 percent o f  i ts  b u d ~ e t  f o r  the  
Southern Bap t i s t  Foreign Mission Board, with another 1.5 percent a l s o  being s e n t  
through t h e  Cooperative Program. Another 7 percent goes t o  other  mission causes,  he  sa id  
lncludlna some t o  Luther Rice, but none t o  Mid-America Seminary (which b p e r i '  church 
i n  Memphis helps  support) .  

Some have expressed fear t h a t  the  new o f f i c e r s  w i l l  d i v e r t  the  Southern Bap t i s t  
Convention from i ts  agenda of missions ant1 Bold Mission Thrust,  Touchton said, "hs far 
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a s  I 'n personal ly  concerned, my inf luenc* w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  not  be  i n  c h a n ~ i n g  t h e  agenda. 
bJisstons must be  our aoendn, but  i n  t h e  context  o f  orthodoxy. 

"An agenda of missions without an orthodox messaze would r e s u l t  i n  f u t i l i t y , "  he 
added. "But i f  we have an szends of missions wi th  an orthodox m e s s q e  t o  preach, then 
c e r t a i n l y  we a r e  C O ~ I I G  t o  accomplish our  ~ o a l s . "  

Touchton s a i d  he has  heard i t  s a i d  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  Cooperative Proqram t h a t  u n i f i e s  
Southern Bap t i s t s .  "What u n i f i e s  Southern Bagt is  ts ,:' he s a i d ,  "is doc t r i n e  . I t  

Wuth,Bennett Disapprove 
of SBC Po l i t i ca l .  Machines, Dy J i m  Newton 

Bap t i s t  Press  
6/14/79 

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)--Both t h e  incoming and outgoing chief  executive o f f i c e r s  of t h e  
Southern Bap t i s t  Executive C o d t t e e  s a i d  here they hoped the  p a t t e r n  of pre-convention 
m e e t i n y  and t h e  " p o l i t i c a l  nachina" which organized t h e  campaiqn t o  e l e c t  n conservat ive  
a s  pres ident  of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention would no t  be  followed i n  the  fu tu re .  

Por te r  IJ. Routh, who r e t i r e s  J u l y  31 as execut ive  secre tary- t reasurer  of t h e  SBC 
& ~ e c u t i v e 3  bnmittee a f t e r  28 yea r s  i n  t h e  posi ton,  and Harold C. Bennett, 54, who assumes 
the  p o s i t i o n  A q .  1 a f t e r  12 years as execut ive  sec re ta ry  of the  Flor ida  Bap t i s t  Con- 
vention,  mde t h e  statement dur ing a news conference a t  t h e  SDC. 

"'I an concerned about t h e  merhodolo3y of s secu la r  p o l i t i c a l  machine used a t  the  
convention t h i s  year," Routh sa id .  "I don ' t  be l i ave  t h i s  i s  the  way God would have u s  
move i n  t h e  future." 

Rcuth ':Zy added, however, t h a t  he had no problem with the  expressions of concern 
about "l iberalism" i n  tke  SDC, sayin:: ~ u c h  expressions a r e  healthy.  

Routh s a i d  i n  a d e w c r a t i c  orqanizat ion such as the  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention, "we 
need t3 l i s t e n  t o  t h e  vo ice  of t h e  minor i ty ,  f o r  o f t e n  by l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  voice  of t h e  
a i n o r i t y  we hear  the  voice  o f  Got!.'' 

The only way t h e  denomination can do i ts  work i s  by follow in^ "the voice  of the  majority," 
Rauth added. Ye ncknowledqec! t h a t  sometines n e i t h e r  t h e  major i ty  not the minori ty  
represent  t h e  w i l l  of God. 

"We need t o  nnat  of a11 l i s t e n  t o  t h e  voice  of God," b u t h  sa id .  

Cornentins on t h e  e l e c t i o n  of i d r i n n  Rogers of llemphis as pres ident  of the  convention, 
Routh s a i d  he f e l t  Rogers would express  concern f o r  evaningelisrn, missions and stewardship 
i n  t h e  SBC, 

Routh pointed ou t  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e  of pres ident  o f  t h e  convention is  not  a s t a f f  
pos i t ion ,  and t h a t  the  convention pres ident  does no t  Cevelnp a program of h i s  own. 

He sn id  t h e  convention has a l ready adopted i t s  propram f o r  t h e  years  1982-1935, 
point ing ou t  t h a t  the  convention "has 2 ~ t  to work four  o r  f i v e  years  i n  advance" t o  p lan 
i ts  prop,rams. Zle p res iden t  of t h e  convention, he  s a i d ,  "can provide dynamic l eadersh ip  
t o  ca r ry  ou t  t h e  program t h e  convention has adopted." 

SBC Pres ident  J i m y  Allen has  done a " f a n t a s t i c  jcrb" a s  pres ident  o f  t h e  convention 
t o  c a r r y  ou t  t h e  Bold t i i ss ion Thrust  program al ready adspted, Routh s a i d .  

"The s e r v i c e  Wednesday n igh t  a t  t h e  Astrodome (attended by 48,000 persons with a 
dedicat ion s e r v i c e  f o r  1,100 miss iannr ies)  w a s  a crowning climax t o  h i s  term as president." 

Bennett, t h e  new execut ive  sec re ta ry - t r easure r ,  sn id  he upholds completely t h e  b e l i e f  
i n  the  Bible  cs described i n  the Bept i s t  Fa i th  and Message Statement adopted i n  1963 
which says t h e  Bible "was w r i t t e n  by man d iv ine ly  insp i red  and is  the  record of God's 
r eve la t ion  of Himself to rnan...It has  God f o r  i t s  author ,  s a l v a t i o n  f o r  i t s  end, and 
t r u t h ,  without any mixture of e r r o r ,  f a r  i ts  matter." 

Bennett added t h a t  he be l i eves  i n  t h e  inerrancy (without e r r o r )  of the o r i g i n a l  
documents, and i f  "sonevrhere I f ind  somet'-.ing i n  t h e  Bible  I don't  understand, I accept 
t h e  E ib le  by fa i th . "  
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Asked i f  he had been t o  lunch wi th  Criswell Center f o r  B i b l i c a l  Studies  Pres ident  
Paige Pa t t e r son  and. Houston Judp,e Paul P r e s s l e r  and had l e d  them t o  be l i eve  h e  agreed 
completely wi th  t h e i r  s t ance  on inerrancy of t h e  s c r i p t u r e s ,  Bennett acknowledged he had 
lunch wi th  them, but  he took no s tand fo r  o r  aga ins t  t h e i r  rn pos i t ion  and made no 
commitment t o  them. 

Bennett s a i d  he was in Dallas  t o  speak a t  the  conmencement a t  Cr iswel l  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  
B i b l i c a l  S tud ies ,  a d  went t o  lunch wi th  Criswel l ,  Pa t t e r son  and P r e s s l e r  a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  
of Criswell ,  h i e  former pas to r .  

He explained he had never met P r e s s l e r  previously,  and probably would not  have gone 
t o  lunch i f  h e  had Imown about t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of P r e s s l e r  and Pat terson t o  organize  e f f o r t s  
by conservatives t o  e l e c t  a convention p res iden t ,  

Bennett s a i d  he had been committed through t h e  years  t o  t h e  minis t ry  of the  Southern 
Bap t i s t  Convention and t? SBC theological  seminaries,  ant1 "had never r a i sed  any quest ion 
sr problem i n  my mind' concerning t h e  teaching wi th in  our s t?dnar ies ."  

k u t h  and Bennett pra ised each o the r ,  and commended t he  work each had done i n  t h e  post .  
"1 have deep respec t  fo r  Por te r  Routh's knowledqe, i n t e l l i q e n c e ,  and s p i r i t , "  Bennett 
sa id .  "He's already fo rgo t t en  more than I'll ever be a b l e  t o  know.'' 

Inves t i za t ion  Prcimised 
o f  SBC Voting I r r e g u l a r i t i e s  By Dan Martin 

S n p t i s t  Prese 
6/14/79 

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)--An i n t e n s i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  r e g i s t r a t i o n  procedures was 
promised by r e g i s t r a t i o n  s e c r e t a r y  Lee Por te r  followin:: al1e:ntions o f  v o t e r  i r r e ~ u l a r i t i e s  
i n  t h e  1979 Southern B a p t i s t  Convention. 

For te r  s a i d  t h a t  h e  had already decided to  make an exhaustive study of r e g i s t r a t i o n  
and vo t ing  at  t h e  1979 convention even before  messenqers adapted a motion request ing him 
to  do so. 

"I feel t h a t  a quick preliminary survey (of r e g i s t r a t i o n )  r a i sed  enough quest ions  i n  my 
mind t h a t  I f e l t  t h a t  I must make a d e t a i l e d  study. I hxd already c o m i t t e d  myself t o  
t h a t  before  t h e  motion was made," P o r t e r  sa id .  

Jrrmes Varner, pas to r  of Woodhaven Bap t i s t  Church i n  Houston, made t h e  motion t o  request  
a f u l l  inves t iga t ion  whi le  serving a s  l o c a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  chairman f o r  the  convention. 

Neither Varner nor P o r t e r  would address  rhe  quest ion t h a t  widespread vo te r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
abuse could have a f fec ted  t h e  outcome of t he  f i r a t  b a l l o t  v i c t o r y  of Adrian b e e r s  o f  
Memphis, Tenn., a s  cunvention pres ident .  

R o ~ e r s  won t h e  post  wi th  a vo te  o f  6,129 ou t  of 11,975 c a s t ,  a major i ty  margin of 
163 votes ,  I n  order  t o  win on t h e  f i r s t  b a l l o t ,  a candidate must receive  SO percent ,  p lus  
one, of t h e  vote ,  o r  5,967 vo tes ,  i n  t h i s  case ,  

Por te r  s a i d  he  has drawn no c o n c l u s i ~ n s  about what h i s  f indings  of i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  might 
mean, but  he d id  say some of t h e  th ings  which r a i s e d  t h e  quest ions  i n  his mind were: 

"We found some churches which had more thanlo  messenqers and, we found some people 
who had double r eg i s t e red .  

"We found some pas to r s  o r  church l eaders  who had r e q i s t e r e d  f o r  alL 10 of t h e i r  allowed 
messenserr. 

: "Aa e a r l y  as Sunday, we had some pas to r s  o r  church l eaders  who brought a l l  1 0  cards 
t o  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  desk, and then we had messenp,ers from thnse churches come by t h e  desk 
on Tuesday asking far  t h e i r  b a l l o t s ,  We had t o  tell them t o  check with t h e i r  pastors." 

Although Por te r  mentioned only  those abuses spec i f  i c s l l y ,  o the r  people had o t h e r  s t o r i ea .  

Varner, f o r  ins tance,  to ld  of r e g i s t e r i n g  one man who got b a l l o t s  f o r  s i x  peaple: himself ,  
h i s  wife and four  chi ldren.  "When I asked him i f  t h e  ch i ld ren  were a t t end inc  t h e  convention, 
he  f i n a l l y  admitted t h a t  they were ou t  a t  t h e  KOA cnmp:round," Vnrner sa id .  
I 

Another pas to r  told of s i t t i n g  behind a man who marked 11 b a l l o t s  in t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  
election and turned a l l  of theta i n t o  t h e  usher. 

- more - 
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Varncr also n3te3 that after the election they had faund booklets of ballots on 
the convention floor "with only the second ballot removzd." 

ble~easenqerr also quostionerl the reqistration of Houston civil a~peals court j u d ~ e  
Paul Presslet, controversisl conservative, as a messenger after it was learned he was 
only an "honorary" member of the church who name? him as a messenger. 

"The reqistration f o m  clearly says that each messenger shall be a member of the 
church by which he is appointed," Varner said, acldinq there is no provision for 'honorary" 
members to be messengers. 

Varner said there Is no provision for dual membzrship, which Preasler cailnei frm 
the podium. 

Porter said the investigation will centar on churches with more thsn 10 messenqers, 
persons with double registration or persons with more than one ballot. Porter s3id no 
attempt will be made to match ballots with registrations because the t ~ s k  is impossible. 

"We have a system which assures a secret ballot. We could not match them even if we 
wanted to, which we da nat," Porter said. 

Porter explaine3 that our wholo reflistratinn process is bqsed on integrity. It is 
intzresting to nota that about 10 years a2o, w did 3way with paper ballots and stnrted 
usin? computer cards. 1 am o f  the opinion that we just went halfwsy in tryinq to correct 
some problems which were anpearing at the time. 

"We need to modernize our C 0 ~ ~ l e t o  registration anrl ballotinz process. I ~ l s n  tn 
naka extensive recommendations ts the Executive Comnittec when thay meet in September. 
I a2 sure we will have hundreds of pennle in the next few months whr, will make sug~estions. 
I have already had 220 or 30 today. 

"we will try to get the su~gestions and make recommendations to the Executive 
Committee," he said. 

Porter stop?ed short of cnllinp any re~istxation an-l/or balloting irregularities 
widespread, but he did comment: "I 30 know I faund enou3h irreyularities to becnma con- 
corned. I falt it was require? for my own personal integrity and for the integrity of 
the convention." 

- 30 - 
SBC Rejects Mation to 
Elininate All Chsrnes to Churches 

Bantist Press 
6/14/79 

WJSTQN, Texas (BP) --A recmendation ex~laininz Southern Baptist aqencies ' charges 
to churches for services render& 4rew lengthy debate during a report by the denomination's 
Executive Cmittee. 

The recomeadation, which czne in response to a motion at last year's convention 
by John C. Green gf Indialantic, Fla., sairl nost convantion a7cncies receive their funds 
throuqh the Cooperative Progrsm or designsted qifts and nnke no charnes to churches 
for their services. 

The Executive Ccmittee cite4 some exceptions to thz practice such as aqencies 
charging for recovery of reasonable costs tor materials and costs from individuals for 
conferences thay conduct. 

Green presented a motinn trr the cllrnventian for a 15-person committee to study 
financial practices of the asencies. 

Iie said he felt that reducinf: the number o f  times aqencies solicit funds could result 
in hhelpinq the churches reach the goal of doublinr: Cooperative Program givinq. 

Objections to Green's motion tiere raised by Porter Routh of Nashville, executive 
secretary-treasurer of the Executive Committee. Routh sqid the 65lnernber Executive 
Committee alrsaJy has tesponsibilitios for maicin.: such stu-lies, an3 Green's pro?osql 
would result in unnecessary fiu?lic,stion and extra costs of $59,000 to $150,000. 

A motion by a Huntsville, Texas wssonger to nostpone the vote until Green's notion 
coul? be printer! in the Convention nullctin? fa1le.l for lsck of two-thirrt.8 majority. 

Messenqers then voted dmm Grzen's motion. 
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Seven o the r  Executive Committee recommendations passed without d iscuss ion by messenqers. 

1? reccirauendatlon i n  response t o  a 1976 motion by Jack Gr i t z ,  e d i t o r  of t h e  Oklahoma 
Bap t i s t  tiessenqer, said i t  does not  annear t h a t  a seventh seminary is  feas ib le .  

The rec3rmnendstion, however, c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  s i x  seminaries t o  o u t l i n e  " p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of 
extend in^ t h e i r  m i n i s t r i e s  f o r  n e e t i n s  the  needs f o r  t h e o l o ~ i c n l  education i n  the N ~ r t h e a s t ,  
the  North Cen t ra l ,  t h e  West and t h e  Northwest. 

Ocher recomendz'.ions adb>pted by t h e  convention included cont inuins  Bold Yission 
Thrust f o r  1932-85 under t h e  themes of reaching pecple,  developin? be l i eve r s  and 
s t renzthening f a n i l i e s ,  r ev i s ing  the  c h a r t e r  of the  SBC Sunday School Board and a d j u s t i n s  
t h e  program s t a t e z e n t  f o r  t h e  s ix  seminaries.  

In  a n ~ t h e r  ac t ion ,  Executive Ccnmittee Chs i rmn Brooks Wester of H a t t i e s b u r ~ ,  Miss., 
presented plaques of a p p r e c i a t i m  t o  th ree  SBC l eader s .  

They were Paul M. Stevens, wh3 w i l l  r a t i r e  Oct .  1 a f t e r  s e r v i n ~  as pres ident  of the  
S9C k d f >  and Televis ion Comiss ian  f o r  26 years ;  Dnker Jones Cauthen who r e t i r e s  Dec. 31 
a f t e r  serving as executive s e c r e t a r y  of the SBC ForeLzn Miasion Board f o r  26 years ;  and 
Por te r  Pauth, who r e t i r e s  July 3 1  after serving a s  execut ive  secre tary- t reasurer  of t h e  
SBC Executive Committee f o r  28 yaars.  

Rogers, Sta, ':~. B a ~ t i s t  
Edi tors  Meet i n  Lnouston By Bxacey Campell 

Bap t i s t  Press 
6/14/79 

HOUSTON, Texas (BZ)--Tncodng Socthern Bap t i s t  Convention Pres ident  Adrian Rogers spent 
more thar. two hours attempting t o  mend fences with t h e  e d i t o r s  of t h e  convention's 34 s t a t e  
newspapers m d  newd magazines. 

Rogers discussed everything from h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  "many professors" a t  t h e  
s i x  Southern Bngt is t  5emLnnries who do not be l i eve  i n  t h e  inerrancy (without e r r o r )  of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  autogrzphs of t h e  s c r i p t u r e s ,  t o  why he has d i sassoc ia ted  himself wi th  t h e  Bap t i s t  
Fa i th  and Message Fellowstlip. 

Taking over as t h e  t o p  e l ec ted  o f f i c i a l  o f  t h e  13.2 m i l l i o n  member organizat ion a t  
the  concLusion of the  con-ent ion Thursday n igh t ,  Rogers s a i d  a mark of h i s  term w i l l  
be "transparency ." 

"When you wtint t o  know something, I'll t e l l  you the  t ru th . "  

Several  of t h e  state Bapt i s t  newspapers have been a t  odds wi th  t h e  "conservative 
coa l i t ion"  t h a t  helped propel  Rogers I n t o  o f f i c e  on the  f i r s t  b a l l o t .  

F r e s n a l l  Wood, e d i t o r  of t h e  Bap t i s t  Staadard,  Texas Bap t i s t  weekly newspaper wi th  
almost 400,000 c i r c u l a t i o n ,  s a i d  he f e l t  t h e  marathon sess ion  had been h e l p f u l  i n  " l e t t i n g  
the  e d i t o r s  see t h e  new pres iden t  and l e t t i n g  him s e e  us." 

Wood s a i d  he  f e l t  t h a t  Rogers displayed a "healing s p i r i t , "  which would he lp  h e a l  wounds 
t h a t  may have been opened dur ing Rogers' e l e c t i o n .  

"I am a f r a i d  t h a t  Adrian's b iggest  problem i s  going t o  be h i s  a s soc ia t ion  i n  the  past  
with non-Southern Bap t i s t  owned and operated agencies," 

Rogers szid h e  w i l l .  cont inue t o  support  Mid-America Bap t i s t  Theological  Seminary, a 
non-Southern Bap t i s t  "nvention-owned school f o r  min i s t e r s  adjacent  t o  h i s  Bellevue Bapt is t  
Church i n  Memphis. 

H e  s a i d  Mid-America d i f f e r s  from Southern Bap t i s t  owned seminaries i n  t h a t  every 
professor  be l i eves  i n  t h e  ve rba l  plenary i n s p i r a t f o n  theory and t h a t  every word of 
s c r i p t u r e  is pure. Rogers s z i d  h i s  church would continue t o  support t h e  Memphis school,  
but t h a t  he  would not  r?te h i s  o f f i c s  a s  pres ident  t o  enhance Mid-America. 

He said no f a c u l t y  member o r  s tuden t  a t  Mid-America ever  c r i t i c i z e s  any of t h e  Southern 
Bapt is t  seminaries.  "A speaker i n  chapel attempted t o  do s o  recen t ly ,  but  he was stopped," 
Rogere added. 

- more - 
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Ro~ers sa id  he "probably had been gu i l ty"  of allowiny. Luther Rice Seminary, a non- 
Southern Baptist-owned f a c i l i t y  i n  Flor ida  t o  use h i s  name when he was appointd a t r u s t e e .  

"Luther Rice and o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  l i k e  i t  a r e  a monuinent t o  our f a i l u r e s  a s  Southern 
Bapt is ts .  Luther Rice would not have a b rea th  of a chance t o  e x i s t  i f  t he  s i x  Southern 
Bap t i s t  sen ina r i e s  were committed t o  b i b l i c a l  inerrancy," 

Motinz t h a t  he had only  been t o  one meetins of the  t r u s t e e s ,  R o ~ e r s  s a i d  he d id  not  
ob jec t  t o  t h e  Flor idn school awardin2 a doc to ra te  t a  a s tudent  who m i ~ h t  have cone s t r a i s h t  
from high school. "You pay f o r  what you cet.': 

Be s a i d  the  a a p t i s t  Fa i th  and lierrsa~e Fellowship movement came about as t he  r e s u l t  
of an a r t i c l e  p r in ted  i n  t h e  Bap t i s t  Proyram, e n t i t l e d  "Shall  We Call t h e  Bible  ~ n f a l l i b l e . "  
A request  t o  run an a r t i c l e  c ~ n t r a d i c t i n g  the  s t o r y  was denied, r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  Bap t i s t  
Fa i th  and ;lessage movement, he sa id .  

bzers s a i d  he had decided ts a s s o c i a t e  wi th  D i l l  Powell of Buchanan, Ga., and the  
Bap t i s t  Fa i th  an3 Messaye Fellowship, " j u s t  because I thousht someme needed t o  rake a 
s tand aga ins t  t h e  l i b e r a l s  question in^ the  inerrancy 3f the  Scr ipture ."  

R o ~ e r s  s a i d  he had w r i t t e n  Powell p r i o r  t o  t h e  convention, d i sassoc ia t ing  himself .  
"I love B i l l  Powell, but  he  has no t  a r t i c u l a t e d  whnt I believe." 

On b i b l i c a l  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  Rogers s a i d  t h a t  the  i s s u e  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  Bible 
versus  t h e  method of i n s p i r a t i o n  is nor whnt concerns him. 

"Ths r e s u l t  ( t h a t  t h e  Bible  is inspired. .  . t h a t  i t  i s  i n e r r a n t )  is  what I am concertled 
about,  not  t e d n o 1 o : ~ y  ( a b ~ u t  how i t  was insp i red)  ,I1 R o ~ e r s  sa id .  

But Rogers r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  b e l i e f  that: the s i x  Southern B a r t i s t  seminaries have 
professors  who do no t  be l i eve  t h e  inerrancy of t h e  Bible. 

He added you wculd "ogen a Pandoraqs bsx" with a reso lu t ion  by the  convention t h a t  
every professor  n u s t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  inerrancy of the  Bible.  

"If  t h e  rank and f i l e  (of Southern Bap t i s t s )  knew what professors  be l i eve ,  they 
would a l ready have r i s e n  up (agains t  t h e  seminaries)," Rogers contended. 

He s a i d  only because some professors  a r e  s o  g l i b  ... so good a t  semantics ... t h a t  
t h e  rank and f i l e  have not  y e t  fsund ou t  what some professors  bel ieve ,  

Rogers refused t o  equate d i f fe rences  i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  however, with r e f u s a l  t o  
be l i eve  i n  i n s p i r a t i s n .  

He s a i d  he would not  ccnsider  i t  a t e s t  of fellowship i f  another person believed i n ,  
f o r  example, ord ina t ion  of women, o r  a d i f f e r e n t  methnd 00 i n s p i r a t i o n  than t h e  ve rba l  
plenary p o s i t i o n  he  holda. 

A person can be l i eve  i n  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  and can be l i eve  i n  ordina- 
t i o n  of women and I can fe l lowship  with him unless  he Rets too f a r  o f f  i n  h i s  theology." 
Rogers sa id .  

Ee added, however, f o r  t h e  record,  "I am dead s e t  aga ins t  o rd ina t ion  of women, The 
Bible does no t  teach that ."  

Although he be l i eves  i n  e t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y  of t h e  be l i eve r .  he  a l s o  commented t h a t  t h a t  
i s s u e  i s  nor a test. c f  fellowship.  

Four ~ o a l a  were l i s t sc !  by Rorers f o r  h i s  adminis t ra t ion:  being heard, l i s t e n i n 2  and 
helping d i s t i l l  t he  i s sues ;  c o m u n i c a t i n ~  t h a t  a man whl be l i eves  the  Bible i s  not an ogre; 
s e t t i n g  t h e  tone nf evangelism and missions f o r  Bolr! Mission Thrust;  and not  appointing a 
person t o  any thin^ who does not  be l i eve  t h e  'Gible i s  i n e r r a n t .  

Be added t h a t  only  t h e  o r i g i n a l  autozrnphs bf t h e  Bible  a r e  i n e r r a n t  and t h a t  no 
i n e r r a n t  manuscri?ts are now ava i l ab le .  

Rmerht said he w i l l  nnt  appcint anyone t o  t h e  boards with a meat axe and who has 
b l o ~ d  i n  t h e i r  eye. 

"I w i l l  no t  appoint  wcmon o r  blacks o r  Asians j u s t  because they a r e  b lacks ,  Aeian~ OF 
whatever. I w i l l  ask f o r  t h e  b e s t  person," sait? Rcwrs, whns church has  300 black members. 
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"I have laid my neck on the line for social issues. But don't paint me as a crusader 
for this issue or that. I am a crusader for ~hrist." 

On the election, Rogers said he was not prepared or happy when W.A. Criswell, pastor 
of First Baptist Church in Dallas, endorsed him as "the candidate" for president at the 
Southern Baptist Pastors' Conference preceding the convention, 

"My heart sank when he did that. It made the Pastors' Conference look like a 
political caucus. He told me that I was needed prior to doing it, but I replied, 'No, not 
me.'rt 

Criswell's endorsement was viewed by some observers as a key in ~ogers' triumph. 

When asked if he had ever thought about leaving the Southern Baptist Convention, 
Rogers answered: "I am a Christian first; a Baptist second, and a Southern Baptist third: 
and I will be a Southern Baptist as long as I can without compromise." 

Rogers Supports SBC 
Ballot Investigation 

Baptist Press 
6/14/79 

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)--Southern Baptist Convention President Adrian Rogers said he 
supports an Investigation into alleged registration abuses during the convention in 
which he was elected president. 

"I support it (an investigation) if there has been any misdoing," he said of a 
motion messengers adopted asking registration secretary Lee Porter to investigate reported 
irregularities. 

"I would hope it would not cast aspersions on any innocent people, but I would be in 
favor of exposing anyone who has done anything dishonest," 

Rogers said he had not heard about the charges of irregularities, nor of the convention- 
directed investigation into them 

When told of the alleged irregularities, Rogers commented: "If these people knew 
better, I would doubt their integrity. IE they didn't know better, I would doubt their 
wisdom, But I would have to know more about the cases to know whether it was an error 
of the head or the heart." 

However, Rogers said he "doubts in my own head and heart" that there were widespread 
abuses in the convention registration and balloting processes. 

"I believe there has been no plot or plan or movement to do anything like that and 
I would be disappointed in anyone who would make such an accusation,'' 

Aaked what the motion and the report mean to his election, Rogers said: "I would have 
to know mare about how people voted. But I would not want to be elected by such a 
method or without proper integrity.'' 

Rogers said he didn't think allegations of voting irregularities will affect his own 
election as president. 

"But I hope if anyone has honest questions, they can have them answered. If the 
procedure shows any irregularity of a serious nature which casts doubt on my election, 
then so be it." 

Rogers explained he intends to continue as president "until another election is held," 
and added that he believes that for him to resign would be "for the fellowship, the 
mast disruptive thing that could happen. There w~uld be deep suspicions on both sides 
and it would be v ~ r y  hurtful to the feelings of some" who might feel they had been 
disenfranchised. 

The new SBC president said he hopes speculation about a resignation and rumors of 
widespread allegations of irregularities will not become prevalent. 

"Such a thing would get things off on the left foot right off the bat. I hope we 
go through the process (of investigation) before speculating about what will happen." 
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Overt P o l i t i c a l  Action 
r l n ~ e r s  SBC Yessengers Ay Don Martin and J i m  Newton 

HOUSTOII, Texas (BP)--Anser over d q c t r i n a l  i n t e g r i t y  and convention p o l i t i c a l  
or;.anizntian erupted i n t c  charges and csuntercharces h e r e  as uessengers t o  the  Southern 
Bap t i s t  Convention debated a reso lu t ion  on over t  p o l i t i c a l  ac t ion.  

The prime controversy centered around Wayne Dehoney, pas to r  of Walnut S t r e e t  Bap t i s t  
Church i n  Lnu i sv i l l e ,  Ky., and Paul P r e s s l e r ,  a Houston appeals caur t  judae, who helped 
lead a c ~ a l i t i o n  of conservat ives  ta  elect M r i a n  Royers of Hemphis, Tenn., as convention 
pres ident .  

The not ion,  proposellt by Ernie  White of S t .  Joseph, f.l?. , ca l l ed  on the  convention t~ 
"disavow over t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  and o rzan iza t ion  as a method of s e l e c t i c n  o f  i ts  
o f f i ce r s . "  Iilesseneers apprcvcd t h e  re so lu t ion .  

I n  debate  on the  i s sue ,  Cehoney, without mentionin: P r e s s l e r  by name, leveled charges 
of over t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  P r e s s l e r ' s  use  of the  c3ntroversLal skyboxes (executive 
s u i t e s )  at: t h e  Sumiuit as p o l i t i c a l  headquarters and re fe r red  t o  P r e s s l e r  (alt l~ough not  by 
name) a s  being an i l l e z a l  messenger t o  the  convention. 

Other chimed I n  such as Sid Peterson of Bakersf ie ld ,  C a l i f , ,  who accused Dehoney 
of "overt p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y "  i n  p a s t  conventions, and esnec ia l ly  dur ins  Deh.sneyts 
presidency of t h e  SGC i n  1965-67. 

After t h e  short bu t  rancorous debate,  outcoini: SIlC President  Jimmy Allen o f  San Antonio 
s a i d  he was " ~ r i e v e d  by t h e  s p i r i t  t!iat is  now mcrving i n  t h i s  room." 

M t e r  messencers approve2 t h e  reao lu t ion  disavowinq over t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ,  P r e s s l e r  
made an im~ass ioned  and t e a r f u l  personal p t i v i l u z e  speech t o  messen=ers, defendin? himself 
on use  gf t h e  skyboxes and c h a r s s  he  was an  i l l e ~ a l  nessenzer,  s i n c e  he came accredi ted  from 
a church of which he is an  "honcrary" member. 

P r e s s l e r ,  who 18 h i s h l y  respectec! i n  the  Hollston l e g a l  conrmunity, to ld  messenRera 
t h a t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time i n  h i s  l i f e  he i s  being put i n  t h e  place  where people doubt my 
world. I am a l o y a l  Scuthern Bzp t i s t .  I l ave  t h e  convention ond I love  the  Lord, but  I 
don't  l i k e  remarks beinp, mad2 about my character .  

In an in terview afterwards,  P r e s s l e r  denied unconfirmed r e p a r t  t h a t  he and o the r s  
had encouraged l o c a l  churches t o  bus "m~-ssengere" t o  the  convention f o r  t h e  e l e c t i c n ,  and 
t h a t  some churches bad more than the  permiss ible  mnximum of LO messenzero. 

b 

"It would be abso lu te ly  r id icu lous ,  immoral, unethical onct wronr: t o  do t h i s , "  P ress le r  
said. 

11 1 f m aga ins t  power p o l i t i c s ,  bu t  I ' n  f o r  Greater p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of laymen I n  t h e  
convention," P r e s s l e r  sa id .  "I'm absolute ly  appalled by t h e  renct ion t h a t  i t  i s  wrong 
t:, encourn;.,e more p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of l-en i n  t h e  convention." 

" A l l  we did  was t o  infsm o the r  Bap t i s t s  about the  problem of parkins  and t r anspor ta t ion ,  
anr! au?;r,est t h a t  some churches m i ~ h t  w ~ n t  t o  form t ranspor ta t ion  r)o>ls and nore  than one 
church cone i n  buses o r  ca r s , "  P r e s s l e r  s a i d .  He s a i d  he did  not know of any s p e c i f i c  
church which brought messengers t o  t h e  con-rectian by bus. 

E a r l i e r ,  convention r e g i s t r a t i n n  s e c r e t a r y  Lee Por te r  s a i d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  100 b a l l o t s  
had been turned i n  v o l u n t a r i l y  by nessenzers from churches ;?hikhhad mare than t h e  maximum 
o f  1 0  e lec ted  messengers per  church. 

Por te r  acknowled~ed t h a t  P r e s s l e r  had a t t enp ted  t o  t u r n  i n  h i s  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  but  said 
he hod n3 a u t h o r i t y  ts accept them s i n c e  no challenpe had been made aga ins t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  
of h i e  c reden t i a l s .  

Por te r  added t h a t  i n  h i s  personal opinion, t h e r e  is no provision i n  the  c ~ n s t i t u t i o n  
f o r  "dwl"  membership, but  t h e r e  i s  s t r i c t  p rc rh ib i t im a z a i n s t  a messenErer being named 
by a church where he  i s  no t  a member. 

"In my o p i n i ~ n , "  Porter s a i d ,  "Press ler  is no t  i t  bonafirla messenfler t o  t h e  convention." 
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The angry exchange on political activity caught most messengers by surprise. It 
cane at the end of a long session on the report of the resolutions committee. Uhen the 
report of the committee failed to act on the overt political activity resolutian, White moved 
that the convention take action. 

However, the eruption was only part of the spillover from the doctrinal integrity 
debate which has enbroiled the entire convention. 

Other elements of the dispute which occurred Thursday morning, June 14, included 
a debate on a resolution expressing gratitude to the seminaries, confusion over a proposed 
bylaw which would have established a "loyalty oathi' to conservative principles by future 
convention officers, and a motion which implied irregularities have occurred in the regis- 
tration of nessengers. 

The resolution, a combination o f  d0cunants proposed by Charles lnrpan of Menahans, 
Texas, and David Medley of Tyronza, Ark., both expressed appreciation to araff and faculty 
members of seminaries "who have persistently and sacrificially taught the truth with 
love," and called on persons who question the doctrinal integrity of seminary staffers 
to follow established procedures. 

Kenneth Durnett of Alarnogordo, N. H., opposed the resolution, notin5 there " i s  a 
question about some seminary professors,:' and saying he does not believe in blanket 
condemnation o r  exoneration. 

Charles Znman, who favored the rewritten proposal, said some men have "criss- 
crossed this country crying wolf, wolf" about liberals teaching in the seminaries, but 
have never visited with seminary presidents to discuss their charges. 

"It simply calls on then to put up or shut up,'! he said. 

Messengers approved the resolution. 

Messengers were braced to debate a motion which would have required establishing 
a "loyalty oath'' for future convention office nominees before messengers balloted on them. 

Eli Sheldon, of Oklahoma City, who made the motion, had included n proviao*hatLif 
it was necessary to become a bylaw, it would take effect in 1952. 

By oversight, the motion was not printed in the Convention Bulletin Wednesday, and 
debate was postponed until Thursday. President Jimy Allen apologized to Sheldon, 
noting he did not realize the bylaw provision was included when debate was postponed. 

The convention constitution prchibits bylaws fro= being debated on the final day of 
e convention. 

Allen told Sheldon that messengers would be allowed to debate the issue Thursday, 
but it could nor be included as a bylaw. He offered Sheldon the opportunity of with- 
drawing the motion and entering it again next year. 

Sheldon withdrew it, 
-30- 



Reports from BWA, BJCPA 

HOUSTON, June 14--The Baptist World Alliance and Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs reported on human rights and religious liberty Thursday while Gaorgi Vins, 
dissident Russian Baptist pastor, described his prison trials to 
reporters within ear-shot of the Southern Baptist Convention session. 

Robert S. Denny, geneml secretary of the Baptist: World Alliance in Washington, D. C., 
reported that1% 1974 f and a delegation of five executive secretsries from Western 
European Baptist conventions interceded for Georgi Vins when he was on trial in Moscow." 

Denny said that he saw "public professions" of Christian faith in the Soviet Union 
on a visit there last October. 

"We have above ground evangelism in the 5,000 officially recognizrd Saptist churches 
in the Soviet Union, a d  we don't see any excuse for underground evangelism," Denny sald. 

The Baptist World Alliance is a "fellowship" of 111 Baptist conventions, including 
Southern Baptists and involves 30 million Baptists in countries around the world. 

Denny said that on his visit to the Soviet Union "we personally interceded with the 
government to underscore the request of the Baptists for Biblea and concordances." 
The request was granted and 25,000 Bibles and 5,000 concordances were delivered in the 
Soviet Union in January, 1979, Denny said. 

"Therefore, smuggling of Btbles is not feasible, not Legal, and generally counter- 
productive, '' Denny said. 
I 

Jamea E. Wood Jr., executive director of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs in Washington, D, C., said his agency worked in 1978 for "the elevation of human 
rights" In the United States'. domestic and foreign policy, and in the United Nations, 
Soviet Union, Turkey and Israel. 

Wood reported there 1s proposed legislation in the U. S. Congress that "would clearly 
have a chilling effect on the church's witness in public affairs and the prophetic 
role of religion in our society." His description applied to legislation that Wood 
said may require churches and other gr----r that attempt to influence public policy to 
report their activities and comunications to the federal government. 

Wood said his committee is working against "government intrusion into the life of the 
churches," which he described as the attempt to make tax exemption of churches conditioned 
on abrence of their involvement in public affairs, and denial of tax exemption to churches 
if enrollment of week-day church schools f a i l s  to meet racial guidelines "impoeed by the 
IRS . " 

-30- 
By Debbie Stewart--5:20 p.m. ,  Thursday 



Por te r  Routh Speech 

HOUSTON, June 14--Facing a new phase i n  Life, Por te r  Wroe Routh stood be fo re  h i s  
, l a s t  denomination-wida convention as an execut ive  Thursday 
and charged Southern Bap t i s t s  v i t h  an  "indictment t h a t  c a l l s  f o r  new l i f e . "  

"Bold Mission Thrust  is a c l a r i o n  c a l l  f o r  new l i f e  f o r  Southern B a p t i s t s ,  f o r  c:,. 
nat ion,  and f o r  t h e  world," t h e  r e t i r i n g  execut ive  secre tary- t reasurer  of t h e  Southcr: 
Bap t i s t  '8 Exscutlve Committee, t o l d  messengers at  the f i n a l  day of t h e  122nd annual 
Southern Bap t i s t  Convention meeting i n  Houston's Summit. 

Basing hi s  t e x t  on Zephaniah 3 beginning wi th  Jerusalem i n  an a i r  of doom, corrupt:>. 
r ebe l l ion  and lack of reverence f o r  the Lord, Routh t o l d  messengers " t h i s  sounds l i l x  :: 

. c h e c k l i s t  f o r  Houston, o r  At lanta ,  o r  Nashvi l le ,  o r  San Francisco." Hc warned t h z t  ' ' -  

day f o r  a turning around f o r  a new l i f e  i s  a t  hand." 

The veteran execut ive  encouraged Baptists t o  move from a "passive patchwork" to 
"imperatives f o r  a new l i f e "  from Zephaniah 3:16-17. 

Cautioning them t o  "not be  a f ra id , "  Routh drew p a r a l l e l s  from h i s  own l i f e  i n  tt. 
r a c i a l l y  t ense  years  of 1951, 1956 and 1968, and remembered when he  and o the r s  took t. 
s tand f o r  "a Chr i s t i an  s p i r i t  i n  r ace  re l a t ions . . . and ,  t h e  b i t t e r  l e t t e r s  of c r i t i r ;  
which followed ,'I 

Routh reminded messengers t h a t  "most of t h e  fears. . .have f a i l e d  t o  ma te r i a l i ze . .  . 

(and) i f  we follow ( t h e  Lord's) path  and l i v e  i n  h i s  s p i r i t ,  then we can face  the  f~).~:. 
unafraid.  

Routh also warned t h a t  al though t h e  clenched fist s i g n i f i e s  aggress ion,  "the l i r G  
hand has  too o f t e n  been t h e  symbol of t h e  average Bap t i s t  who could not  c a r e  l e s s . "  
He urged messengers t o  reach ou t  with s e n s i t i v i t y .  

He t o l d  them t h a t  God's presence and nearness t o  God i a  imperative,  not only thro!. .. 
prayer but "from h i s  (God's) af f i rming b less ings  r a t h e r  than our own sel f -centered 
announcement. " 

Routh s p e c i f i c a l l y  c a l l e d  Southern B a p t i s t s  (not only church s t a f f ,  but  laymen) t 7  '.. 
life i n  evangelism; stewardship through churches wi th  f i n a n c i a l  and personal corcmicr,e-' 
Bible s tudy and prayer;  and i n  ca r ing  f o r  " the  widows and f a t h e r l e s s  ... feeding th.- 
hungry, i n  healing humanity's h u r t s  ." 

The new l i f e ,  he  said, "comes only when immersed i n  God's love ... r e f l e c t e d  i n  a 1.:. 

way t h a t  br ings  joy with renewed respect  f o r  personhood, regardless  of r ace  o r  clz-:  t ,  

sex. . .across t h e  b a r r i e r  of minds and language ... t h e  overflowing language o f  love." 

By Jennifer  Anderson--4:OO p.m. Thursday 



S t a t e  M i t o r s  at13 Adrian beers 

HOUSTON, June 14--hcomin~ Southern Bn?t is t  Csnvent im Pres ident  M r i a n  b g e r s  spent  
m r e  than two hours Thursday attemptin:: t o  mend fences wi th  the  e d i t o r s  of t h e  ccnvention's  
34 s t a t e  newspapers and news mr,.zzines. 

Roqers, cance l l in3  nncther a g p o i n h e n t  t o  s t a y  with t h e  edit .srs as lonz ss they ha2 
quest ions ,  discussed everythin? f r ~ n  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e r e  are "nnny pr7fessors"  a t  t h e  
s i x  Southern Bap t i s t  seminaries who dil n s t  be l i eve  i n  the  inerrancy (without e r r ~ r )  o f  t he  
s c r i p t u r e s  t o  why he has d i sassoc ia ted  himself with the  Ba? t i s t  Fai th  and Elessa7e o r p n i z n -  
t lon.  

Taking over as t h e  t s p  e lec ted  o f f i c i a l  nE t h e  13.2 mi l l ion  rnenber o r ~ , a n i z a t i o n  a t  the  
conclusion of the  convention Thursday n igh t ,  Rogers said n mark o f  h i s  term w i l l  be  t rans-  
parency. 

"When you want t o  know sonethinz ,  I 'll t e l l  you the  truth. ':  

Several  of t h s  s t a t e  Bap t i s t  newspapers have been a t  odds with the  "cunservative csa l i t iun*!  
t h a t  helped propel b ~ e r s  i n t o  o f f i c e  on the  f i r s t  b a l l o t  Tuesday. 

P resna l l  Wood, edi tDr  of the  Bap t i s t  Standard, a Texas Bap t i s t  weekly newspaper with 
s l n o s t  .400,000 c i r c u l a t i o n ,  s a i d  he f e l t  t h e  m r a t h o n  sess ion  had been he lp fu l  i n  " l e t t i n q  
the  e d i t o r s  s e e  the  new pres iden t  and l e t t i n &  him see us." 

Wood s a i d  he f e l t  t h a t  Rogers displayed n "healin2 s p i r i t , "  which w w l d  he lp  hen1 wounds 
t h a t  m y  have been opened durinr, Pasets' c l e c t i s n .  

"1 am a f r a i d  t h a t  M r i n n ' e  b igzes t  problem i s  gning t o  be h i s  a s soc ia t ion  i n  the  pas t  
wi th  non-Southern Bap t i s t  owned and operate$ agencies. 'I 

Rogers s a i d  he  w i l l  cont inue t o  support  Hid-he r i ca  Bap t i s t  Theological Seminary, a non- 
Southern B a ~ t i s t  school f a r  m i n i s t e r s  adjacent  t o  h i s  Bellevue Gapt is t  Church i n  Elemphis. 

. He s a i d  Mid-hcr ica  d i f f e r s  frsm Southern Bap t i s t  cwned sen ina r i e s  i n  t h a t  every 
professor  be l i eves  i n  t h e  ve rba l  plenary I n s p i r a t i o n  theory and t h a t  every word of s c r i p t u r e  
is  pure. 

Rol~ers s a i d  h i s  church would cont inue t~ support  the  Menphis school,  but t h a t  he would 
not  use  h i s  o f f i c e  ar pres iden t  t!.r enhance Hid-America. 

He s a i d  na f a c u l t y  member o r  student: a t  flid-America ever  c r i t i c i z e s  any of the  Southern 
Bap t i s t  seminaries.  

"A speaker i n  chapel attempted t o  dq-r so  recen t ly ,  but  he was stopped," b p e r s  added. 

Rogers said he "prirbably hnd been qu i l ty"  of sllowinr; Luther Rice Seminary, s n.m-Southern 
Bap t i s t  f a c i l i t y  i n  F lo r ida  t n  use h i s  name when he was a p p ~ i n t e d  a t r u s t e e .  

"Luther U c e  and o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  l i k e  i t  a r e  3 monument t o  our f a i l u r e s  as Southern 
I lopt is ts .  Luther Rice would no t  hove n brea th  ; ~ f  n chance t o  e x i s t  i f  t he  six  Sauthern 
Bap t i s t  seminaries were committed t~ Dlb l i ca l  i n e r r ~ n c y . "  

Plotinp t h a t  he had only been t o  one neetin}? o f  t he  t r u s t e e s ,  Rogers s a i d  he dirt n c t  
ob jec t  t o  t h e  F l o r i J a  echo01 swardin? a doctcwnte t o  a s tuden t  who mipht have come s t x a i ~ h t  
from hiqh school. "YOU pay f o r  what you qet ,"  

He sa id  the Bapt i s t  Fa i th  nncl 1,lessage movement cane 2b:~ut 8s the  r e s u l t  cf an a r t i c l e  
p r in ted  i n  t h e  Bapt ia t  P roqrm,  quest ioninn the i n f a l l a b i l i t y  o f  the  Bible. A request  t a  
run an a r t i c l e  con t ra~ l i c t in r :  the s t o r y  was denied,  rzsultin!: i n  the  Bnpt is t  Fa i th  and 
Nessape nbvement, he  anid, 
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Page 2--State Edi tors  end Adrian Pagers 

Eodcrs s a i l  he had G~cidud  t o  asnocintz  w i t t  3111 Powoll o f  Buchanan, Cn., nnA t h ~  
Enpt i s t  Fai th  and Masscge movement, " j u s t  b e c a u s ~  I thought smneono ncadad t o  t a k t  n ~ t ~ n d  
r g i n s t  t h e  l i b e r a l s  questioning tha inerrancy of the  Scripture." 

Rogers s a i d  he had written Powell p r i o r  t? tho convention, d is i issncia t inr  h i l s e l f .  
"I lave B i l l .  Powall, bu t  he has not  a r t i c u l a t e d  what I b-.lievu." I 

On b i b l i c a l  insp i ra t ion :  Rogers s a i d  t h a t  thc  i s s u e  of inopirnt ion of th? Bible 
v-rsus the nethod--or dyaamic--of i n s p i r a t i o n  i s  mat what cgncertls hin. 

"The r e s u l t  ( t h a t  the  Bible is inspired.  . . th?t  i t  is-  inerrant)  is  what X .m ecncarncd 
about, not  terminology (about how i t  was insp i red)  i'Rngers said .  

B u t  Rogers r e i t a r a t d d  h i s  b e l i e f  thn t  t h ~  s i x  Southern B.sptist seninrlries h2ve 
prtfossars who do not bel ieve the i n s p i r a t i o n  of tha B i b l ~ .  

232 add?d you tvould "opan nr'mndorai's box" with n resolutirrn by the ccnvsntion t h e t  
every profasaor must be l i eve  i n  tha  inerrsncy of the  Bibla. 

"If  tho r ~ n k  aild f i l z  (af Scruthcrn Bapt is ts)  knew {?hat profdssors bal ieve,  they 
would a l r tndy  have r i s e n  u? (against  t h ~  szminaries)," Rogers contendad. 

Be s a i d  O I L ~ Y  ~ ~ C ~ U Q P  scns prcfassors  r,ra so g l i b  . . . so good a t  serwnt ics  * .  . t h a t  
the  mn!c and f i l a  hava not yot  fsund ou t  whrtf sofle profsssors  b ~ l i a v a .  

Rogers rafused t o  squat2 d i f fe rcnces  i n  i n t e r p r s t n t i o n ,  hcwcver, with r e f u s a l  t o  
belisve i n  insp i ra t ion .  

Xo s a i d  he would n ~ t  considdr i t  a t e s t  gf fellowship i f  zncthar person believed i n ,  
f o r  exampl~,  ordinat ion of wonen. 

"41 person can bolicv.3 i n  the  i a s p i r s t i o n  of ti12 s c r i p t u r e s  and c l n  be l i eve  i n  qrdinc- 
t i o n  of wonen and I can f o l l ~ w s h i p  with  him unless he g e t s  too far off  i n  h i s  thsalcgy: ' 

Rogers sa id .  

Ha added, however:, f g r  thd record, "I am dead s e t  a-;aiost ordinat ion c f  wonen. Th:: 
Bibla d3es not teoch that . ' '  

Four goals wero l i s t e d  by R o ~ c r c  f o r  h i s  edminstrations being hezrd, l i s t e n i n g  end 
helping d i s t i l l  the  i s s u z e 7  ccmunicat ing t h ~ t  a w n  who be l i evss  the  Biblo  i s  n+)t an ogre: 
s e t t i n g  th- tone of evangelism 3rd missions f o r  Bold oiission Thrust,  and nut appointinq h 

Person t o  anything who does n a t  ba l i evc  the  Bible is  ine r ren t .  

Rogers s a i d  hs w i l l  nn t  .appoint anyonc t o  the b m r d s  with 2 mezt axe and who has 
blood in t h e i r  eye. 

Xe s a i d ,  "I w i l l  not  appoint wmsn o r  h h c k s  o r  ;isinns j u s t  buceuse they arc blacks,  
hs izns  o r  whatever. I w i l l  ask f b r  t l~e bes t  person. 

"I havo l a i d  my neck on the  linc for  s c c i n l  issues. Sut don't pa in t  a? as 8 
crusader f o r  t h i s  i s sue  o r  tknt .  I ?.n 2 crusader f o r  C h r i s t . '  

On tha  e l c c t i c n ,  E q e r s  s l i d  he tias not  pro,p?re.? o r  hzppy whon W. A.  C r i s w e l l ,  pas- 
t o r  of F i r s t  Bnpt is t  Church i n  D s l l ~ s ,  endnrsed him oa 'the candidate.' for  pres ident  a t  tho 
Southarn a a p t i s t  Pastors '  Confzrcnce p r z c e d i n ~  thd convention Sunc?ay. 

"iiy hoar t  sank when he d i d  t h a t .  It w d e  the  Pastors '  Conference look l i k e  a 
p o l i t i d  caucus. He t d d  me t h ~ t  I was needzd p r i o r  t o  doins  i t ,  but I rep l i zd ,  'NO, nat 
ne. 

Criswell's endorseraent: was viewad by some observers as E key i n  Rogers' trim*. 

!*en aeked i f  hc had svzr  thcught about l a v i n g  the  Southern Baptist: Conv2ncion, 
Rogers answered- "I am a Chr i s t i an  f i r s t ;  c Bnptis t  sccund, and a Southern Baptist t h i r d :  
and I w i l l  be a Southern Bap t i s t  as l a f i ~  as I c3s without comprmisz." 

By Brocey Canpbdl  and Judy Tuuchton--2:15 p.m. Tbursdzy 



THIS XS THE DAY--William M. Hinson, pastor,  F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church of New Orleans, preaches 
the annual aermon a t  the S ~ u t h e r n  Baptist  Convention. Photo by Steve Hadford 

CUTLINE #21--supercedes previous cu t l ine  l i s t i n g  only four people 

EVANGELISTS' OFFICERS--Southern Baptis t  evangelists elected as  o f f i ce r s  of t he i r  0rgani- 
zatlon f o r  1979-80, (1-r) Ron Herrod, F i r s t  Baptist  Church, Kenner, La., and Dick Rial, 
F i r s t  Baptiat Church, Benton, Ark., pastor advisors; Hymn Appleman, Kansas City, b., 
president; Al.lison and Connie Ware, Plano, Texas, co-music directors;  Jim &Niel, S t .  
Louis, a s s i s t an t  music director .  Photo by Tim Fields 

PRESIDENT AVD EIliS ROGERS--While her  husband seeks tn lead i n  h i s  r o l e  as* 
president of the Southern Baptis t  Convention, Mrs. Adrian Rogers says tha t  maybe the 
best thine; she could do would be t o  sit by h i s  s i de  and be supportive. Mrs. Ragers 
s ta ted  t ha t  both she and her  husband were overwhelmed by h i s  e lect ion on the f i r s t  
ba l lo t .  Phato by Jay Durham 

GATEWAY OF FLAGS--Southern Baptis t  missionaries walked a path uarked by f lags  a s  they 
appeared before an estimated crowd of 48,000 attending the Bold Mission Thrust Dedication 
Rally a t  the Astrodome. Photo by Mark Sandlin 

FROM GRIDIRON TO SERVICE COUP--Scott Appleton, f omer  professional foo tba l l  player shared 
his testimony with part ic ipants  at the Bold Mission Thrust Dedication Rally a t  the 
Astrodome. 'The former All-American is now a Mlssion Service Corp volunteer. Photo by 
Mark SandLin 

CUTLINE $27 

DEDICATED TO SERVE--1,100 volunteers f o r  mission aervice were dedicated a t  the  Bold 
Miesion Thrust Dedication Rally a t  the htrodoms. Another 1,100 accompanied them, 
represent in^ those who support the  volunteers f inancial ly .  Photo by Yay Durham 

MASS MEDIA MEETING-With a s a t e l l i t e  f o r  relay,  te levialon cameras f o r  broadcast, and an 
e l e c t r i c a l  ecotebotrrd f o r  a hymnal, technological genius helped produce the Bold Wsarion 
Thrust Dedication Rally a t  the Astrodome. Photo by Mark Sandlin 

her in^ of Southern Baptis ts  ever assembled i n  the 
pated i n  the dedication of 1,100 missionary 

volunteers a t  the Bold Pliasion Thrust Rally i n  the Astrodome. Photo by Tim Fields 
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Doctrine Flap 

Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

llr)USTO?l, June 14--.b:er over d o c t r i n a l  i n t e n r i t y  and convention p o l i t i c a l  
e rqan izs t ion  erupted i n t o  chnrnes en; countcrcharqes he re  Thursday as messengers t o  t h e  
Southern ; l ap t i s t  Convention debated a r e s o l u t i o n  on ove r t  p n l i t i c a l  a c t i o n .  

The prime controversy  centered aroun? Wayne %honey, pas to r  of Walnut S t r e e t  
Bap t i s t  Church i n  Lou i sv i l l e ,  Ky., an$ Paul P r e s s l e r .  a gouston appeals  cour t  judye, 
wh3 helped lend n con l i t io r .  nf cnnsc rv .7 t iv~s  Tucsdly t n  elect A-lrinn Yo-ers of !!enphis, Tenn., 
as conventirln p res iden t .  

The motion, proposetl by Ernie ? h i t o  o f  S t .  Joseph :lo., c s l l e l  on t h e  convention t o  
"disavow over t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  and o r ~ a n i z a t i o n  a s  c nethod of s e l e c t i o n  of i ts  
o f f  l e e r s .  

In debate on t h e  i s sue ,  Dehonsy, without: mentionin? P r e s s l c r  by name, leveled  
char,~es of ove r t  nnJ.iticz!. n c t i v i t v  $7 nr?~31sr's ur;c crf t ' ? ~  ccntr*vr?ksi.-!l ~;'.y'mxe~ 
?t th? C ~ l ~ i t  cn2 rcf.~rtu+' tn "resstc~r (1lr~1nll-h 11": 1-y n ~ o )  3s t1:in.: an il1.e-71 neosan?er 
t7 t h  c ~ n v e n t i - n .  

Others efiizai. irz .  sr~c'l ?s 31,. 7oerrons! I-f :?'rcrs*icl l ,  CXiSf. : who ~ c c u s d  Dehoney 
nf "overt pol i t icnl .  a c t i v i t y "  i n  -?st_ r ,orvzr t ic)r~ ,-.r.? ?snr:cin!..ly .lurin.! '3e \oncy '~  
gre~i . ' e rcy  of the "-?I: J.n IqC.S.-&'i, 

F r ? s n ? ~ l "  t d r !  nc.ss?r.*.?rs tqz:>t: f o r  t he  first  Ir 'his l i f s  'IC i s  bol.r:? -ur, i n  :!:z 
~ l ~ i ?  dwri? penyla .'oui?t -Y ",lo?4.'. T nr ? l o y n l  ?out '>cr \~  i ' ;lptir,t< 1 lavr! th? c r ~ w : n t i c n  
n:~' I lovn t?u+ I,urdz -. bot T %nf t li'i!tn r e ~ ~ r '  9 PQ~.T'*  n7.i;: 3L0i~t: r v  c k i r n c t e r .  

I n  an in tervfew nfterwnr:ls, Yrclssler : ?en id  unzor f ine f l  r cvor t  t h ~ t  he mi ntl iers 
encourn#:e? locril. cEuec:~es t o  bus " mc...ssenrars'. tp thn. cnnventinr f o r  the I'ues!ny 

,*fternoon e l e c t i o n ,  p.n-' t h a t  scmr C ! I U ~ C ~ ~ S  harl nore  t h ~ n  thr! r t ? rn i s ib l e  maximum of 10 
messen7ers. 

"It would be abso lu te ly  r id i cu lous ,  i m o r a l ,  une th ica l  anJ wronp t o  do t h i s , "  
P r e s s l e r  said. 

"I'm aqa ins t  power p o l i t i c s ,  bu t  I ' m  f o r  q ren te r  r l a r t i c ips t ion  of laymen i n  t h e  
convention," P r e s s l e r  aaid. " I ' m  abso lu te ly  app-llled by the  r eac t ion  t h a t  it is  wronc 
t o  encouraye more p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  laymen i n  t h e  p on van ti on.'- 

"All  we d id  was t o  inform o t h e r  s n p t i s t s  nbour the problen o f  parking and t r anspor t a t ion ,  
an(! su?qest  t h a t  some churches miqht want t o  fcrm t r anspor t a t ion  pools and more then one 
church come i n  buses o r  cnrs ,"Preselcr  s a i d .  He sa id  he d i d  not know of any e p e c i f i c  
+urch which brou?ht messencers t o  the  convention by bus. 

E a r l i e r ,  convention r e r i s t r a t i o n  s e c r e t a r y  Lee Porter sai(1 t h a t  a t  least 100 b a l l o t s  
h ~ d  been turned i n  v o l u n t a r i l y  by 'hesssnners" from c'lurches which he.d mare than the  
m a x i m a  of 19 e l e c t e d  messewers  o e r  church. 

P o r t e r  nckncraledged t h a t  F r e s s l e r  hzrl attempter! tn t u r n  i n  h i s  c r e d e n t i n l s ,  but  sair! 
he hat! no zu thor i ty  t o  accept  then s ince  no cha l l en re  ha8 been made aoainst t h e  v a l i d i t y  
of  hi^ c reden t i a l s .  

V Southern Baptist Convention, Houston, June 12-14,1979 
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.T. M ~ .  June 14-bget over doctrinal S n t e ~ r i t y  and mn-tion Mitimil 
- p c r + h t h  Snto &irpas m.t countach4rma.s here ThurMsy as ~gea,~agere to  the . 

&ut& -&pJ1*t_i&mmticm riebstad R rat12ueinrt n n * m x s ~ ~ P % % a l  aCt$oa., 
4 

s .  

f3&ipt 9)u&k$tt @&&&%Spa- KY., sat! Paul Prr~alhr+ e lowl;gpa !nmsW cowt jud~@, 
h3 &a%@?$@@ a ~Ir~a$x$rn-nf enoscrvstives Wsda$  t~ olodr. Adrian P ~ o ~ r s  o$ !&mp%fs, %a*'. , 
a= a&fmww ?~)ilktWt: ' 

, ..,% , Thff -qtl pmpomd W Ernie mite o f  St: Joseph tb., callad ad fha c a m i k b n  t o - " d S e q q k y m  JrsZ%EiWl m$Sviw .and oraanizstfon ao ;I 'Mohckl af salecEioat of -.ib *.I 

, .> off it* A *' 

:h:debat* m tb* $&be, M m e y ,  stthoat mmtiaa5nr: het~sler by M. l e w d  ' A ; 
i .  chatnaa M-tt nqXiticn3, KciXivltv fir nt?ss.2~r'q unc ~t t.'l~'"ccwr*v+s&~l U-yhclr~s 

31: $hh ? ? w d X '  anL rnfbh~,* .  GO P r e ~ ~ t o r  (2l+\n~*b II& ly FJI???~) bein? rhl 2Lle-31 wfaisnsenr?er ' 

t.,? t'lq kc~aVt&i~r*~.. - I. - . 
Y . . 

. r Y .  
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I b _  *a  > X  I 

'+, : 0 t W  c U W .  in a&- 9s 3 . 0 :  Fetcroor! cE .':?*:sretlcl*, C a l i f .  , wl~o seouer~l money 
?> 

of n o v h ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ c n  'ek~lvity" in *%at co~veft;bcrrs . .m,:7 r+nn~!cialAy .turia? ~tronay '#  
pmsf  do S ~ S  tn .t$,65;5-47. , r - 

$- ' r  . 
;A ,A,#br t\o eh4rt ku* r4nm-w ~l:'J%tc: ar)t?rir* 4'" *rcrli.",=t ~ i m y  +Ilea r? Snn 

t.r.toeio -11 b w !'+.A 3y  E ~ Q  s?irIS t k t  i s  " f l y  m*dtl': ZYX S$I~A rnw." 
* .  - 

+ :fi~ltcr ! r~&cs i in  npp-3 tlw r?eol-~tjav 4is&nrLv- overt politlecnt lotioo. ?ilwa;ler 
msze 3r &eJ~& ,md tqa&t.l. pcrroonp.7 t?fi5rZ1~-~ WEZ?E?I fn P~(?EJSC~~:Q~S, (I,~i~ltls*dn+ % W o l f  
m? c~f tire F!-.fla*s *I! c\qr.fes %t? W.W an. illera3 rcsaafi-3r. siacd hn c,siae nlscro&al 

* ?  frm Y! c3wc\ hF v)\Jc'o ;I& a, .an '%~v*r3ry'~ -c&ur. . t 
-+. -4- - 
- -;- 

%p<jar:talr! -?mma?~+s~~ tt+l~.E fnr the Pirat -HE!~? ir Ws l.iItl ha r5s: $o$r:! nut in '&a! 
~ l q c ~  ' $w$k hubt  FV mr:. 1 .w -. lo7r.j ?out1*cr\~ Captiat ., X &a? thy >crw;ntioa 
P..' Z ' M ~ F L  "66 I&Xd. bllt 3; ?on% 11?::* F@77f7 S h ~ b ~  FXC*.O ?~ou? W kHrlr~et~tr. 

" ,A: 3. 

;%"rn hWrviw?? afEvparda, 7ressler 3~nXec? u~eor.fir?ref report that li*o 1kr: ~&W!P* 
e n e m # -  Uc% chuccXka~ .to bus "mwenr-erd'. ra the cnnwamt$ar Em cbe ~rueoilay 

.?f r% 7+Xd$$*L4. mP. 'ma, *mi c%utches, 5 d  tkm the rermis%i5?;a wirnm af 10 
awbes%hw~!$, . ., - ! A  
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~ > 
voU8 &&yt$g daiculou ,  b m r d ,  yehict i l  a d  rionr t o  do rhlr." 

- Pr~risle- W d ,  , rL . . = -  T: 

-P$ &&a& &;polities, bul T f n  la qveater n*fck$atiop of h m ~ " * $ n  the 
d o ~ ' ~ P o r s o b r \  'said "2 'm atrsplutefy sp~~l l led  by the. rcsacticm ,tbar i r  Se m a  
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Page 2--Doctrine Flap 

Porter added that in his personal opinion, there is no provision in the constitution 
for "dual" membership, but there is strict prohibition against a messenger being named 
by a church where he is nor a member. 

"In my opinion," Porter said, "Pressler is not a bonafide messenger to the convention," 

The angry exchange c~ught most messengers by surprise. It came at the end o f  a 
long session on the report of the resolutions committee. When the report of the committee 
failed to act on the overt political activity resolution, White moved that the convention 
take action. 

However, the eruption was only part o f  the spillover from the doctrinal integrity 
debate which has embroiled the entire convention. 

Other elements of the dispute which occurred Thursday morning included a debate on 
the resolution expressing grctituda to the seminaries, confusion over a proposed bylaw 
which would have established a "loyalty oath" to ~on~zervative principles by future 
convention officers, and a motion which implied irregularities have occurred in the 
registration of messengers. 

The resolution, a combination of documents proposed by Charles Inman of Yfnahans, 
Texas, and David Medley of Tyronza, Ark., both expressed appreciation to staff and faculty 
members of seminaries "who have persistently and sacrificially taught the truth with love," 
and called on persons who question the doctrinal integrity of seminary staffers to follow 
established procedures. 

Kenneth Burnett o f  Alam -,ordo, N, M., opposed the resolution, noting there "is a 
question about some seminary professors," and saying he does not believe in blanket 
condemnation or exoneration. 

Charles Inman, who favored the rewritten proposal, said some men have "criss- 
crossed this country crying wolf, wolf" about liberals teaching in the seminaries, but 
have never visited with seminary presidents to discuss their charges. 

"It simply calls on them to put up or shut up," he said. 

Messengers approved the resolution. 

Messengers were braced to debate a motion which would have required establishing a 
"loyalty oath" for future convention office nominees before messengers balloted on them, 

Eli Sheldon, of Oklahoma City, who made the motion, had included a proviso that if It 
was necessary to become a bylaw, it would take effect in 1982. 

By oversight, the motion was not printed in the Convention Bulletin Wednesday, and 
debate was postponed until Thursday. President Jimmy Allen apologized to Sheldon, 
noting he did not realize the bylaw provision was included when debate was postponed. 

The convention constitution prohibits bylaws from being debated on the final day of a 
convention. 

Allen told Sheldon that messengers would be allowed to debate the issue Thursday, 
but it could not be included as a bylaw. He offered Sheldon the opportunity of with- 
drawing the motion and entering it again next year. 

Sheldon withdrew it. 

The third part of the complicated picture was the approval of a motion by James 
Varner, pastor of Woodhaven Baptist Church i n  Houston and local registration chairman for 
the SBC. 

The motion, which was adopted without debate, asked that registration secretary Lee 
Porter of Nashville, Tenn., be "instructed by this convention to study and report to the 
next Executive Committee meeting (in September) any registration irregularities and that 
the Executive Committee report or recommend to the annual meeting of the convention. 
next year any necessary bylaw changes and/or registration procedures to correct irregularities 
and to maintain the integrity of  the balloting system." 

Varner'e motion struck at reports of unofficial and irreu~lar messengers, including 
some churches which reportedly registered more than their allowed 10 messengers. 

"I have been local chairman of registration and I am concerned about some problems 
which have developed because of the system we use," Varner said.  "Perhaps there art aome 
controls the Credentials Committee could initiate , " he said. 
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After the notion passed, Varner told Baptist Press thqt he has been watching xeqistra- 
tion procedures and has become "concerned about some irregularities such as churches 
registering more messengers than allowed. 

"I am also concerned about messensers registerinq wives and children who are not 
present at the reqistration procedure." 

He told of one Texas church which records indicate registered 17 meesengers. The 
official l-lriit for any Sac church, according t o  the constitution, is 10. 

Be told of another father who registered six nessenqers, including himself, his 
wife and four children. "When I asked him if the children wera attending the conventisn, 
he finally adiuitted they were out at the KOA campqrcund," Varner said. 

He also raised questions about ~ressler's accreditation as a clessenqer from a church 
in which he is only an "honorary member." 

"Tha registration £:I. clearly says that 'each messen.qer shall be a member o f  the 
church by which he is appointed'," Varner said, adding there is no provision for 
"honorary" members to be messenqers. 

"liy concern is that the whole system we use now is based on intagrity. I think that 
is a secondary issue of the whole convention. I think there is somethinz wrong when a 
church knowinsly registers too many messenqers, or when a fella registers six children, 
including Eour children who probably never cane to the convention." 

Varner said his suspicions about irregularities in registration procedures werc 
h8'1ghtene3 when he focnd booklots of ballots on the convention floor "with only the second 
ballot removed." That ballot was the one used to elect Poqars as convention president. 

"I am interested in what lies beyond," he said. "If this (political organization) 
hecomes the modus operanrli of the convention, then I think we ought to have our house in 
order," he said. 

By Dan Martin and Jim Newtoa-l:20, Thursday 



Evangelists  Fellowship 2leetin7 

HOUSTON, June 14--If Southern Bap t i s t s  were judzct! by t h e i r  evanljelists  t h e r e  would 
be no quostion of bel ief  i n  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  Dibla, t h e  new a res iden t  of Southarn 
Bapt is t  evanqelists said. 

Hymn Appleman, an evsn,qelist  from Kansas Ci ty ,  *b., was e l e c t c 3  pres ident  of t h e  
Fellowship of Southarn Rsp t i s t  Evanqolists  durinq t h e i r  annual business meeting at t h e  
Holiday Inn Downtown dur ins  t h e  Southern Rnut is t  Convention. 

To s e e  t h ~ t  Southern S a o t i s t s  know about evanqe l i s t s ,  t h e i r  e.mpaigns an3 idaas--as 
an in fo rna t ion  piece  only--the fellowship decide3 t o  beqin a newsnaoer I t  will d i s t r i b u t e  
free t o  a l l  Southern Bapt is t  p?.stors. 

Aqpleman said t h e  evange l i s t s  would subsifl ize the  paper which he hopes will beqin by 
December. He quickly i n s i s t e d  c v s n q e l i s t s  have "no axe t o  %rind.' '  

 h he paper will inclutle no a t t a c k s  on t h e  dennminltion, not  s t r e s s  theology, nn 
a t t a c k s  on other people, but  will provide information and chal lenqinz ,  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  
f ea tu res  and news on evanqe l i s t s , "  Appleman added. 

He s a i d ,  "the churches leadinq i n  baptisms ac ross  t h e  convention--all of then, not  
j u s t  t h e  super-churches--use evan7e l i s t s  ant! have a minimua of two r e v i v a l s  each year.  

The more than 200 music and preachin: evange l i s t s  a t  t h e  nee t in3  llso e lec ted  
T. D. Hall of I w i n g ,  Texas, vice prss iden t ;  Ron Berrod of Kenner, La., and Dick Ria l  of 
Benton, Ark., pastor-advisors;  Al l ison and Connie Ware of Plano, Texas, as eo-music 
d i r e c t o r s ;  and J i m  &icWiel o f  St .  Louis, 3 s s i s t a n t  music d i rec to r .  

More than 2,000 persons attended a sess ion  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  messages and music at 
Houston F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church. 

By Judy Touchton--2 : 35 p.m. Thursdly 
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HOUSTON, J w e  14--Baker James Cauthen, "Mr. Fo:::",~ Hissionst' anong Southern Baptis ts  
f o r  the  paet quarter of a century, told messengers t o  t h e  Southern Baptist  Convention 
here Thur~day not t o  lose  s igh t  of the  destiny of nantcind and the task of miareions. 

Cauthen, executive d i rec tor  of the  Southern Baptist  Foreign Mission Board, preached 
h i s  f i n a l  maaaee t o  t he  a r . d  mating before h i s  retirement a t  the  end of t he  year 
a f t e r  25 years of laa2ing the missionary senclLng agency tha t  current ly hae almost 3,000 
misslardties oerrlr.;l i n  a5out 90 nati0r.s of the world. Be received a atanding ovatton 
both before and a f t e r  his address. 

Tkre a re  people a l l  around the  world who s t i l l  don't know the  mesaage of God's love 
through Jems Cnrict,  Cauthen said, ar?d Southern Baptists owe i t  t o  those "caught i n  the  
tragedy of a sin-blighted worldt' t o  give then hopo through God's redemptive plan fa r  
mar.: :: .kc! . / 

"They a r e  without hope and without God I n  rha world," Cauthen said, "facing life'8 
sorrows a& l i f e ' s  burdens and hunger aed homelessness, hatrednese and h o e t i l i t i e s ,  pr ide 
cnd eyrannieo and the  oppression of l i f e  without hope. They face war with i t s  t e r ro r  
a39 death w i t h  i ts  Zes2sfr without hopa and without God." 

He said a n;ovexer.t is ol-gsslized t o  provide the  world with hope. 

"It i s  iiot a cu l tu r a l  mveneat,  though i t  lifts the cul ture  of everyone it touches," 
Cauther, enid. "It i s  not  a hrnanitarinn movement though it touches everything i n  t he  
lives 6,C markttd. If is not a soeinl<st  mo-;.-,merit though i t  transforms a l l  of the  soc i a l  
InW.tutiono of man. 

"It is a wvexmr cf redeaptioa thot  changes man on the  inside and changes a l l  r t l a t i oo -  
ships it! which w n  may be imolved." 

Cauthen said a e a r a n t e e  of peace cannot be  found in the  biggest atomic bomb o r  the  
moot fearful weapon imgineble,  but it can be found in Christ who gives us peace with 
Eod, with our fellowman m d  with ourselvss.  

"If we soothe ollr  conscience^ asld ra",onalize tha t  i t ' s  not neceessry t o  preach t o  the 
whole wrld,': Cauthhan sa id ,  God w i l l  f ind ''some other way, some pther program or somc 
other d~nominatloa. ': 

Csuthen r ~ c e i v e d  exuberant zpplawe when he said, "Oh, Southern Baptis t r ,  if we're 
ever lu l led  t o  oleep believing t h a t  there 's  any other way t o  salvat ion except through 
Jesus, the3 we must open t he  Bible and the Bible will t e l l  u5 t ha t  Jesue Chr i r t  alone i s  
the Savlor~r of mnkind . '' 

Cauthon spoke of several  perstas who l o s t  t h e i r  Lives while serving as foreign r n i ~ ~ i w n a r i ~ l  
and challenged the  crowd t o  respond t o  God1@ c a l l  no matter what i t  may cost .  

"If It cost ua our l l ve s ,  I stand before you fo r  my l a s t  t i m e  as executive d i rac tor  
of t he  Fore%ga l i t is ion Bsadd t o  say t o  you tho t  whatever i t  costs ,  l e t  us do i t  Wen i f  
i t  coats yo6 y:r-:r l i f e  o r  i f  I t  cos ts  me my l i fe . "  

Conclding h ie  challenge, Cauthen said, "Rise up in the  s t rength of the  Lord Jesus 
and let 's  sing out with it 's t rue  meaning, not something with guns and wars, bombs and 
b;:.onetc but with the  glorious message of Jesus, rhe peace-giving and l i fe - t tanr formi~g 
Sav iou~  . 'Glory, glory, hal le lujah,  our God i s  marching on. ' 

-30- 
5:' Charlie Wsrrce--2 : 30 p.m. , E:lroday 
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COREtBCTXON CORRECTXON C O W C T I O N  

CORRECTION 

CORRECTION 

RE: Flatchar Feature moved Thursday noon. 

Name and c i ty  are Jessie Porter and Long Beach, CaLtf., not Jwse Fletcher of Long Beach, 
FLa. 

Thanks, Newe Room Staff 
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Fletcher Feature 

Bold Mission 
wh~b rt IS yet my! 

HOUSTON, June 14--"I'm mad as heck and I ' m  not going t o  take i t  any inore!" 

Cleaned up n b i t  f o r  the benefi t  of a l l  good Baptists,  this  quotation from the 
motion picture a'Eletwork" sewea  a s  a dandy capsule of Mrs. Jease Fletcher's feel ings on 
p s r l i ~ t a r y  procedure a t  the  Southern Rsnt is t  Convention. 

"Why do you t w i s t  a l l  these things (debated issues) arauud s o  that nobody know$ 
what's going on?" demanded the diminutive measenrrer frm tong Reach, Fla., durins 
Thursday wrn ing l e  session of the 122nd Convention i n  the h i t .  

hfrer  baing ruled aut of order by autsoinq Prslaidant J h y  Allen, the riled-uo, 
raven-haired nember of Truett: Xeaoria1 Baptist  Church scorned buck t o  har seat. 

"It aure i s  hard t o  underetand what's pinq on here,'! she repeated t o  a Baptist !?reg$ 
reporter.  "They ought t o  make it e impl .~  so requlsr  folk cnn know how t o  vote." 

Mrs. Fletcher,  who demurred when asked her ape, speaks with authority. 

She &aid she's attended a t  l e a s t  90 separate conventions, ranqing from rel igious 
q a t h e r i a ~ a  tn p o l i t i c a l  r . d l i e s .  

"1 made a biz e f f o r t  t o  Ret t o  t h i s  one," sha said,  "and naw I don1 t evm h o w  
what they're doitig. li 

Xrs. Fletcher believes ehe arreaks fo r  a growing qroup o f  Southern Baptists who a r e  
becoming hc re s s ing ly  dismayed by the  comolexity of the sprawling annual meerlnq of the 
nation'e l a raae t  Pratetatant denamination. 

"Of a l l  the conuaatione I 've attended, t h i s  is the most complicate&," she insis ted.  

What got ifre. Fletcher 's dander up w3s a dram out diacueeion about the In te rna l  
IZevenua Service and an i s sue  which has bean a lonqtime Baptist fsvorite--sebatation of 
church and @cats. 

'Why can't I just  say I'm for i t  o r  qaainst i t ?" '  she dermn3rd. 

Accordin$ t o  Hrs. Fletcher, .  ghe's also ticke6 off  sbout "the wly they word thinqs 
( r e ~ ~ l u ~ i o n s  an& motions) at the Convent ion. 

"1 don't Lnaw whether I ' m  corainq back o r  not. I 've been corainq t o  these eoavencinns 
since 1941, but i f  you can ' t  understand what they're t a l k t n ~  about, what's tho us4 
in being k*e." 

By k r r y  Cria~n--l:30 p.m., Thursday 

ImWL 3 7 5  
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HOUSTON, June 14--Don Touchton, t h e  40-year-old pas to r  of a small  F lo r ida  church who 
was e lec ted  second vice-president of the  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention, said Thursday t h a t  
he i s  a member of t h e  Bap t i s t  Fa i th  and Message Fellowship. 

But he s a l d  t h a t  h i s  nomination was not part o f  any pre-arranged " t i cke t "  of t h e  
theological ly  conservat ive  group, even though he is  a personal f r i end  of President-Elect  
Adrian Rogers of Memphis, Tern. 

Touchton, pas to r  of t h e  400-member Centra l  Bapt is t  Church i n  Brandon, Fla., r a i d  h i s  
members c a l l  him  on t h e  i3aptist" because of h i s  s t rong  stand f o r  b i b l i c a l  orthodoxy. 

A graduate of Houston Bap t i s t  University and Luther Rice Seminary, Touchton s a i d  he 
was "surprised" when he was e lec ted  over t h e  better-known Homer Lindsay Jr., pas tor  of . , F i r s t  Bapt ia t  Church, Jacksonvi l le ,  Fla.  

Touchton is  a former computer engineer with the  Apollo space program who was 30 
when he f e l t  God c a l l i n g  him i n t o  t h e  mtnis t ry .  He s a i d  he chose Luther Rice over such 
Southern Bap t i s t  Theological  seminaries a s  New Orleans, Southwestern and Southern because 
he f e l t  t h a t  i t  offered a more "p rac t i ca l "  curriculum with a g r e a t e r  percentage of hours 
i n  Bible courses required.  

Now t h a t  he's been e lec ted  as a Southern Bap t i s t  l eader ,  h e  f e e l s  t h a t  an impar t i a l  
committee " that  everybody could respect" would be t h e  b e s t  way t o  s e t t l e  t h e  question of 
whether unorthdox teaching is taking place  i n  t h e  six  Southern Bap t i s t  seminaries,  

Touchtan s a i d  he would "encourage h l m  (Adrian Rogers) t o  consider such a committee 
so t h i s  issue can be resolved." 

Personally,  Touchton s a i d ,  he is concerned over some of t h e  teaching t h a t  he bel ieves  
i s  being dane at t h e  seminaries.  

Although Touchton suppor ts  t h e  convention ac t ion  reaff i rming t h e  1963 Bapt i s t  Fai th  
and Message statement,  he s a i d  he is not s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  ac t ion  w i l l  s e t t l e  t h e  question of 
whether unorthodox teaching is  taking place  i n  t h e  seminaries. 

He said he was p a r t i c u l a r l y  dis turbed by an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "Shall  We Ca l l  the  
Bible I n f a l l i b l e ? "  which was p r in ted  i n  a Southern Bap t i s t  publ icat ion and by excerpts of 
ma te r i a l s  w r i t t e n  by seminary teachers  t h a t  he has read,  

" I ' m  not on a witchhunt," he  s a i d ,  but  f am concerned about t h e  d o c t r i n a l  orthodoxy 
of all the agencies and i n s t i t u t i o n s . "  

He said he is dis turbed t h a t  some young min i s t e r s  of h i s  acquaintance have corn8 out of 
Southern Bap t i s t  seminaries "troubled,  c e r t a i n l y  not s o l i d ,  and unable t o  fo rce fu l ly  
pursue t h e i r  ministry." 

But he asked t o  be  quoted a s  saying, " I ' m  very much a Southern Bap t i s t .  I love 
Southern Bap t i s t s ,  I'm one by choice., .I d i d n ' t  have t o  be one." 

And i f  t h e r e  a r e  any who fear t h a t  " radicals"  have been e lec ted  t o  head t h e  SBC, he 
added, they should know t h a t  "Adrian's no t  a r a d i c a l .  H e  loves t h e  SBC and a l l  its work 
and so do I." 

Touchton e - t d  h i s  own church des ignates  about 4.5 percent of i t s  budget f a r  t h e  
Southern Bant is t  Foreign Mission Board, with another 1.5 percent a l s o  being s e n t  through 
t h e  Cooperative Program, Another 7 percent goes to  o the r  mission causos,  he  s a i d ,  
including some t o  Luther Rice, but none t o  Mid-America Seminary (which Rogers' church 
in Memphis helps  suppor t ) .  

-9. :7 
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Same have expressed fear th3t the new officers will divert the Southern Baptist 
Convention from its agenda of missions an3 Bold :iission Thrust, Touchton said, "As fsr 
as I ' m  personally concerned, my influence will certainly not be in chanqing the aqenda. 
Hissions must be our agenda, but in the context o f  orthohxy. 

"An agenda of missions without an orthodox nesazge wauld result in futility," he 
added. "But if we have an aqenda of missions with an otthorlox rnessnqe to preach, then 
certainly we are going to etccomplish our qosls." 

Touchton ssid he has heard it said that it is the Conperative Proqran that unities 
Southern Baptists. "What unifies Sogthern Raptists," ha ssid, "is doctrine." 

By Bob Stanley--12:30 p.m. Thursday 
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I 
Bold Mission 

While It Is Yet Day! 
Routh, Bennett News Conference 

HOUSTON, June 14--Both the incoming and outgoing chief executive officer of the 
Southern Baptist Executive Committee said here Thursday they hoped the pattern of pre- 
convention meetings and the "political machine': which organized the campaign to elect a 
conservative as president of the Southern Baptist Convention would not be followed in 
the future. 

Porter V. Routh, who retires July 31 as executive secretary of the SBC Executive 
Committee after 25 years in the position, and Harold C. Bennett, 54, who assumes the 
position Aug. 1 after 12 years as executive secretary of the Florida Baptist Convention, 
made the statement during a news conference at the SBC. 

"I am concerned about thecethodolo~y of a secular political machine used at the 
convention this year,' Routh said. "I don't believe this is the way God would have us 
move in the future," 

Routh quickly added, however, that he had no problem with the expressions of concern 
about "liberalism" in the SBC, saying such expressions are healthy. 

Routh said in a democratic organization such as the Southern Saptist Convention, 
"we need to listen to the voice of the minority, for often by listening to the voice of 
the minority we hear the voice of God." 

The only way the denomination can do its work is by following "the voice of the 
majority," Kouth added. He acknowledged that sometimes neither the majority nor the 
minority represent the will of God. 

"We need to most o f  all listen to the voice of God," Routh said. 

Cementing on the election of Adrian Rogers of Memphis as president of the convention, 
Kouth said he felt Rogers would express concern for evangelism, missions and stewardship 
in the SBC. 

Routh pointed out that the office of president of the convention is not a staff 
position, and that the convention president does not develop a program of his own. 

Routh said the convention has already adopted its program for the years 1982-1965, 
pointing out that the convention "has gat to work four or five years in advance" to plan 
its programs. The president of the convention, he said, "can provide dynamic leadership 
to carry out the program the convention has adopted." 

SBC Pre~ident Jimmy Allen has done a "fantastic job" as president of the convention 
to carry out the Bold Mission Thrust program already adopted, Routh said. 

"The service Wednesday night at the Astrodome (attended by 45,000 persons with a 
dedication service for 1,100 rcissionaries) was a crowning climax to his term as president." 

Bennett, the new executive secretary, said he upholds completely the belief in the 
Bible aa described in the Bantist Faith and Message Statement adopted in 1963 which says 
the Bible "was written by nen divinely inspired and is the record of God's revelation of 
Himself to man...It has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any 
mixture of error, for its matter." 

Bennett added that he believes in the inerrancy (without error) of the original 
documents, and if "somewhere 1 find something in the Bible 1: don't understand, I accept the 
Bible by faith." 

Asked if he had been to lunch with Criswell Center for Biblical Studies President 
Paige Patterson and Houston Judge Paul Pressler and had led them to believe he agreed 
completely wlth their stance on inerrancy of the scriptures, Bennett acknowledged he had 
lunch with them, but he took no stand for or against their own position and made no 
commitment to them. *X 3 7 5  
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Page 2--Routh, Bennett Mews Conference 

Sennett said he was in Dallas tn epeak at the cornencement at Crlswell Institute for 
Biblical Studies, and went to lunch with Cris~rell, Potterson and PressLer at the invitation 
of Criswull, his furnfr pastor. 

Bennett explained he had never met Presslar previously, and probably would not have 
gone to lunch if he had known about thc activities o f  Pressler and Patterson to organize 
efforts by consclrvativ~s to elect z convention president. 

Eennett said he had been codtted through the yenrs to the ministry of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and to SBC theological seuainaries, and "had never raised any question or 
problem in ay miad concerning the teachina within our seninaries." 

Rcruth and aennett praiecd each other, and commended tha work. cinch had done in the 
past. 

*'I have deap respect far Porter Routh's knowledge, intelligence, and spirit," Bennett 
said. !'!Icts already forgotten wra than I'll ever ba able to know." 

Jin Newton 11:00 a.m. Thursday 



News yK SBC News Room 
The Summit, Houston 
(713) 850-9127 
Wilmer C. Fields 
SBC Press Representative 
Robert O'Brien 
News Room Manager 
Norman Jameson 
Photography/features Manager 

Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Agency Xeporta--Education Comission, e t c .  

HOUSTON, June 14--Calling rhls R "year of transition ,'! Arthur L. W.%lker Jr . , o f  Nashville 
plodged to massenqers of the Southern Baptist Convention total missions invqlvement throuqh 
the work of the Education Caenission. 

Walker etepped in Nov. 1, 1973 as ext.,cutive-treasurer of the Education Cornnissi3n follow- 
in? the retirement of Ben C. Fisher. 

Walker told messenqers that 21,776 stud.ents prepared fq>r church vocations and 2,742 
were prospecriv+ h o ~ e  and forzign mission volunteers in 1973-79. 

"fJe need not fear fo r  our qission work r~ith this kind of cmnitment by our studants,'! 
Walkar said. 

Tbalker noted the "major current issuz msy t ~ l l  ba to us2 lur Rapt i s t  institutions as 
national anJ international resgurces for evanqelical aissiona. 

Walkor outline? eomirlents slada duriny the National Conference on Bold Christian 
Education and Bold Missions neetinq in Gnlvcston, Texas, orwedin? the convention. "We 
reiteratsd that education and missions hnve the tra.?ition of goinc: hnn4 in h.?nd.. .we've 
comitted ourselves to the task of enlistin* f 3culty an3 students with a missionary chnllange. " 

Earlier he told messengers, "You may be c(~nfused with ma givinc: two different reports, 
but I've been R little confused, too:' 

Walker, also secretary-treasurer of the Southern S3pt ls t  Commission on the herican 
Baptist Thaglogic31 Seminary in Zashville, Tenn., reyortod that durin~ the past year 53 
scholarships ware provide11 for black Baptist stuhnts enrolled at the black institution 
an3 lithat will be increased." 

American Baptist Seminary encourases osrsona who, bec%use . ~ f  financial and social 
situations, couldn't 3r wouldn't slek seminary trainins, 9slker explained. 

Ry Jennifer hn3ers.m--ll:30 a.m. Thursday 
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BRW. Exhibits 

Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

:I(II!STO?,I, June &-Ten exhihits a t  the Southern Yaptist Cgnvention meetinr? i n  annual 
session here received awards from the Baptis t  Public Relations Association. 

There were f i r s t  nn.1 second olnce nwarZs ?ivcn in each cateqory, and cnto!ories are 
div ided accord in^ t o  the amount o f  money spent on eech exhibit. Twenty exhibi ts  entered 
the comet i t i an .  

F i r s t  place winner i n  exhib i t s  cnstinr up to $500 . w2s Past Texas Dsptiet Callelre 
while the  second place went t o  Crunpbellsville Cnllc~e. 

The Radio and Television Commission received the f i r s t  place w a r d  among those ex- 
h i b i t s  cosrin~ fro9 $591 t o  $1000, and 1,:isstssippi Colleyc received the secend place award. 

Amonc: exhibi te  costin': $1001 m Q2r1n4, the 3aptist World Alliance won f i r s t  place 
and the F o r e i ~ n  Mission bard won seconc?. 

The Baptis t  Sunday School D o P . ~ ?  received the f i r s t  place award i n  the $2301 and up 
catenary while Caraon Neman Cdlle7e received the second place. 

"This competition I s  he15 each year nt  the Southern Baptist Convention simply t o  en- 
courage excellence amna the  exhibitors," said Rick Styles, chnimnn of the DPW Exhibit 
Awards competition. 

The exhibi ts  a r e  judzed on a t ten t ion  command, i m ~ i n a t i v e  design, application of theme, 
educational valurr, m d  achievement of purpqse. Judges were advert is in?,  public re la t ions  
and promotion executives fron Houst~n.  

@- 

By Jennifer Bryan, 1 1 : O O  a.n., Thursday 
30 
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Newlyweds 

Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

HOUSTOM, J .xe  i4--8reuda &nd John Todd seen l i k e  a typ ica l  couple--until you learn 
they ' re  honeymooning with 15,000 other  people. 

iiewlyweds, thfs w r t l e  Beach, S.C., couple ia f l o a t i n g  on wedded b l i s s  a t  the  
Southern Bapt is t  Coa-~cntion meeting i n  Itouston, 

S i t t i n g  In  the  lobby of the Astro Village Hotel (they have the  honeymon s u i t s )  
he caresser her hand--diemand s o l i t a i r e  included. 

"When I asked Drrcda t= marry me, Ocean View Bapt is t  Church i n  Myrtle Seach began 
talking ta  ITS about a job," said t h e  minis ter  of education. 

Tha cn~pLe set  a date--jue: afta;. convention time--but John cautioned h i s  fiancee 
that he cou;daft h;..rdle t!-e frenzy of t h e  convention and nuptial. j i ' * to rs .  

But love (urd probably Brenda's hazel  eyes) won'. Ocean View called John and inatead 
c f  marrying l a t e r  they moved the  date t o  June 2--just days before the  convention. They 
decided t o  give IIoustoil a chance and make t h e i r  nark as hoceymooning conventioneers; 
John as a Itesserger and Brenda, arr iq tereotcd observer. 

John admits <he w m i e  th ing may seem strange, but "Brenda is msrryinB i n t o  the  
ministry and ohm necds t o  know how I'n involved, how t h e  Southern Baptiet  Convetion 
operates  and meet z q  f r i ends  from Southwestsrii (Baptist  Theological) Seminary." 

1Io~e.yaooncrs arer. 't the usual Fare for  convention agendas and fohn, 36, and Brenda, 
29, have gotten t h z i r  share of giggles.  But as a messenger from h i s  church, he's kept 
h i s  promise t o  report on a l l  the  meetings--honeymoon o r  not ,  they've made it t o  each one 
on time. 

And who'll pay fo r  honepoon-cr-convention? The church picks up John's cab, but 
the  groom shoul6ers 11:~ bride' s erqeases . 

"We've r e a l l y  l ived it up," John said .  "The first weak we a t e  at  a l l  t h e  best  
res taurants ,  went t n  S a z  Antonfc, Galveston and the  space center...Now w e  eat hot  dogs 
and a t  Wyatt's cafetorin." 

Brenda sa id  she "kind of dreads it being over,'' but admite s h e ' l l  be glad t o  get 
home. John said something about . l ready running the l i m i t  on h i s  c r e d i t  card. 

Thinga were kind of qx ie t  and John was reminiscing on the  f i v e  previous conventions 
he's attended. BuC he tuzned t o  h i s  b r ide ,  grasped her  around the wais t  and decided: 
"This i s  the bes t  convention yet.' ' 

By Jennifer Anderson 

p a  3 7 5  
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CUTLINE P29 

EVERYBODY $Il lGI -- Clif f Barrows, w i c  director for the Bi l ly  O f a h  Evangelistic 
Associatian, leads a 4,000 voice choir and 44,000 other participants i n  singtag 
"Amazing Grw" eE the Bold Miselon Thrust Dedication Rally i n  the Astrodome. 
Photo by bavid Qanton 

I I 

CUTLINE 430 

GO AND TStLL -- Billy Graham, reknowned Southern Baptimt evangelist, ahorre 48,000 
people at Houmton's dstrodome to give their l ives  to the mission of apreadine the 
go8pcl to  every pereon alive by the year 2000. Photo by David Clanton 

61AUY RBSWhISE - Approximately 3,000 parsons responded to the invitation extended by 
evangcllimt BUZy Grsham at  the Bold Miamion Thrust Dedication W l y .  Photo by David 
Clanton 



CUTLINE #20 

THIS I S  THE DAY--Willian M. Hinson, pas to r ,  F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church of New Orleans,  preaches 
the  annual sermon a t  the  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention. Photo by Steve Medford 

CUTLINE #21--supercedes previous c u t l i n e  l i s t i n g  only four  people 

EVANGELISTS' OFFICERS--Southern Bapt is t  evange l i s t s  e lec ted a s  o f f i c e r s  of t h e i r  organi- 
za t ion  f o r  1979-80, (1-r) Ron Herrod, First Bapt i s t  Church, Kenner, La. ,  and Dick Rial,  
F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church, Benton, Ark., pas to r  advisors ;  Hyman Appleman, Kansas Ci ty ,  Ma . ,  
p res ident ;  AZllson and Connie Glare, Plano, Texas, co-music d i r e c t o r s ;  J i m  McEJiel, S t .  
Louis, a s s i s t a n t  music d i r e c t o r .  Photo by T i m  F ie lds  

CUTLINE #23 

PRESIDENT RT!3 PRS ROGERS--Whlle he r  husband seeks t o  lead ia  h i s  r o l e  as* 
pres ident  of the  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention, Mrs. Adrian Rogers says t h a t  maybe t he  
b e s t  th ing she could do would be t o  si t  by h i s  s i d e  and be supportive.  Mrs. Rogers 
s t a r e d  t h a t  both she  and he r  husband were overwhelmed by h i s  e l e c t i o n  on t h e  f i r s t  
b a l l o t .  Photo by Jay Durham 

CUTLINE #25 

GATENAY OF FLAGS--Southern Bap t i s t  miss ionar ies  walked a path marked by f l a g s  as they 
appeared before  an estimated crowd of 48,000 a t tending t h e  Bold Mission Thrust  Dedication 
Rally a t  t h e  Astrodome. Photo by Mark Sandlin 

CUTLINE 826 

FROM GRIDIRON TO SERVICE COW--Scott Appleton, former profess ional  f o o t b a l l  p layer  shared 
h i s  testimony with p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  the  Bold Mission Thrust  Dedication Ral ly  a t  the  
Astrodome. The fo rne r  All-American i s  now a Mission Service  Corp volunteer .  Photo by 
Mark Sandlin 

CUTLINE C27 

DEDICATED TO SERVE--1,100 volunteers  for  mission s e r v i c e  were dedicated a t  t h e  Bold 
Misslon Thrust Dedication Rally at t h e  Astrodome. Another 1,100 accompanied them, 
represent ing those  who Support t h e  volunteers  f inanc ia l ly .  Photo by Jay Durham 

ay, t e l e v i s i o n  cameras f o r  broadcast ,  and an 
g i c a l  genius helped produce t h e  Bold Mission 

Photo by Mark Sandlin 

erinp, of Southern Bap t i s t s  ever  assembled i n  the  
r t i c i p n t e d  i n  t h e  dedication of 1,100 missionary 

i n  the  Astrodone. Photo by Tim Fie lds  
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IiOiJSTQEl, Juna 14--An in t sns ive  invest igat ion into rog i s r r s t i su  ~ r o c a d u r a  wna 
prordsed Thufaday af ternoon by r u ~ 1 s t r c . t i . m  sccz2t3ry Le* Porter fnllrwlnq a l l q a t i o n s  of 
votor irrcguloritios in t he  1373 Southern R s p t i a t  Ccnv2ntion. 

Porter aoid thst hz hnd 2 l r a d y  rlecidi?d t o  mka zn exhaustiv; stud] of  r zg i s t r c t i an  
and votgng at  the 1379 ccav-ntinn evan bzfore nesseczots nl~)?tt:d n fiction requa,eting hin t o  
do so. 

"I fsel that  a quick prallxinnry eurvuy (of ro:latration) raised enough qussttoas 
i n  m.j nind tha t  f f o l t  that I m a t  uskc :: d c t ~ i l e d  study, I had nlre2dy cornittad nysalf 
t o  thnt  baforl the mati~n was made: 

Jnnfs tfarner, pnstgr of Wo~dh?.ven Baptis t  Church i n  Souston, onda the niotion t o  
requeat p f u l l  investigation wl~ils-serving as 1 0 ~ 2 1  ral ; ls t rat ion c h x i m - n  for  t h r  c3nva3tion. 

l z i t h e r  V h a r  nor Porter t;.suld clddrzss thd questisn that vid;sprac.d voter  rogir t ra-  
t i c a  abuse could have affacted thz outccclla of rhr? first b a l l a t  victory of kdrian bgers of 
Ilemphia, Tenn., as canvaation president. 

Rogars wan the poet with a vats o f  5,123 out o f  11,975 cast. a m j o r i t y  mrqin of 
163 votes, Sti o r d a  t o  win on t h s  f i r s t  b n l l ~ t .  r candidltz must rocaive 50 percent, plus 
one, of t?w$ vote, or 5,967 votes, 

Port& snici Tlwrodcy he has $ram nc concluoions abeut t.4.zt h i s  findings of  Irregu- 
l a r i t i g s  m i &  rnazui* but hc dirl say s o w  of thc thi:lp,s rrhich raisd.3 the  questicas i n  h i s  
aind were: 

"We filuad s o w  c%rchoe which hall norc t h m  19 ?essi:ng*rn and, we found srmit 
people who bad double registerad. 

.'VQ found sono pastors or church Ic.12ers who Iizd rcg is t s rzb  f7 r  211 10 of t he i r  
r?l l~xad lacsrc~ars.  

'As est ly  se Sunday, wc: h.:d sow P . I Y ~ J ~ ~  or church leneere who brought all 13 cards 
t o  thd tsgSatrltion deek, cmd then we hod mssJnscrs frm t th sc  churches cone by tha doslc 
on Tuesday amking f o r  t he i r  b ~ l l o t s .  We had t^ t a l l  thaa t o  check with tbeir pastcrs." 

Although Porter mentioned anly thoao abuses spacifically, other people had 3thw 
~ t o r i ~ a  . 

V a r n ~ r ,  far I~SQBIICU, told o f  registarin: one mcx whc yct  ba l lo t s  f o r  s i x  people: 
h i w c l f ,  h5s Wife and four childrsn. "Xlen 3 sake3 hin i f  t?i$ childtan wsro attending thz 
convanti~n~ he finally admitted t h s t  they ~ e r a  cu t  Er the IC:7:: cnmpgroud, ' Vamar s l i d .  

rZnothwr pnetor tclii o f  s i t t i n c  bchind -+ ;2?n whs tz.lrkad 11 b~llots il thz prcsidentisl 
e l e c t i m  aad turned 6111 sf thrzn i n t o  the ust-r. 

Ostuer alao noted thnt nf tdr  thr?. elsction tbuy h32 f,?u113 bcdi lz t s  o f  b3llc)ts an 
the C O Z X P ~ J ~  Eloor "with cnly tha sacccd ballat rcnovr?. 

lbasengers also quoetioecr! t l ~ c  regietrstinn of P-1~stc.n c i v i l  a p ~ w l r  cclrrt fudge 
Paul Prz83i&r, $3ntravsrsi31 C O ~ B Q T V Z ~ ~ ~ V C ,  9s ri tP;?ssznZer ?.ftzr i t  WES 3dnrned he t ~ a s  
only an honorary" W a r  of t k z  church wbc, nay:~d him 73 s ~l t . seeq!~r .  

"The r i?gir tmtlnn form clocrly says rhet  each ausoungdr sOzlL be o m a & r  3f thd 
church by which ha ie appointi?d, ' Vnrner said; edrlir?~ thorr  is no prcvieioa for  ':hctlornry' 

, members Ea ba mlsarm&@r~. 



Varner said the re  I s  no provision f o r  dual  membership, w11ich Preeeler c l a i ~ e i  f r m  
the  pxiium Thursday mornin?. 

Poprer saiJ  t h e  inves t iga t ioa  w i l l  center on churcl~os with mlr2 than 10 meoscnqors, 
aersons with r!quble r e g i s t r a t i o n  o r  nersons with mre than ona b d l r l t .  Por te r  sat2 no 
attempt w i l l  be aaile to match b a l l o t s  with r e f g i s r r a t i m s  bocause the task i~ imnossible, 

"IJe have a system which assures  a accrzt b a l l a t .  Wc coulc' nqt match tho3 even if rre 
r~antz2 r a ,  which we do no t  , I1 Porter said. 

Por te r  explained t h a t  our whole r e l i s t r a t i o n  proweas l a  bass1 on i n t c ~ r i t y .  It is 
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  ngta th3& about 10 years  eTo, we !i8 away with paper brillots an3 starter? 
us ins  computer cards. I am of thz opinion t h a t  1io j u s t  went halfway in tryinl:  t n  ca r rzc t  
some problems which were appeariny a t  the  tima. 

"tfc need t o  mo.Jcrnizo our comnlete x e q i s r r a t i s n  and ba l lo t in?  nrocess. 'f plan tn  

make extensive recommenrlations t o  the Executive Comlrtect when they meat i n  September. 
I s u r e  we will have hundre8s of people i n  t h e  next few inonthe wh3 w i l l  aake suq~estions. 
I have already had 20 o r  30 today. 

"1Je all t r y  t o  qet tha, su~qestions an? make recomanJat i011~ t o  the E X Q C U ~ ~ V O  C m -  
mittee. '' 

P~rter stoppo:l shor t  of callino, any reqistrstinn anzlor ballorin::: i rre~ula f i t l z s  
widasprend. but ha did comment: ''1 do know I found enough i r r a ~ u l a r i t i e s  t o  becone cnn- 
cernrsd. I f e l t  it was rsquired for my own personal intaqrity an1 far the integrity of rbs 
convention." 

-30- 
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Photo P33 

PAST AWD PRIGSEW -= Porter W. Routh (background), retiring ezecutive 8ccretary-treasurer 
of the Southorn Baptist Convention Executive Codttee, and Elarold Bematt (forepound), 
in-coming axwutive ~ecretary-treasurer of the Southern Baptist Convantion Executive 
Committee fi(rld questicne from reporters at a prase conference during the Southern 
Bapriet Comat3Coa. 

Photo by David Clanton 



Reports of Rodi0-W--Annuity--W 

HOVSTON, June 14--1Unistries ranginq from cartoons f o r  kids, t o  misaione for teens, 
and retirement fo r  psrtoxs were repraaented i n  reports  to the Southern Sapt i s t  Convention 
Thursday from the  Radio and Television Camis s im ,  Wean's tlissionary Union and Annuity 
Board. 

The Radio and Television Commission report was presented on two la rge  overhead acraens 
on the  i m a p  mamificat ion system operated by the  commieision special  projects  staff  a t  n l l  
sessions of t he  convention a t  the  Sumi t .  Part of the renort was spoken from the platform 
by Harold E. Hartin, chief executgve of f i ce r  qf the comission. 

"Qur deaira  and prayer i s  t h a t  the  Radio and Television Commission be a viable  extension 
of the mihistry of y w r  church," Martin to ld  the  convention nessanqera, He askel then t o  
return a survey form with euqgast ims on how the commission can a s s i s t  i n  "reachinq peonle 
and 7ut t inq them In your church where they might be witnessing Christians." 

The audio-viausl g o r t i w  of the  emission's report began with an excerpt from t h s  
Abe Lincoln awsrrls banquet sponsored by the comission for tha broadcast in jus r ry  in 
February, 1919. The excerpt recorrled n 'presentation by Porter  Routh, r e t i r i n g  exacutive 
secretary of the Southern Bantist  Executive C o d t t c e ,  i n  appreciation of the  career of 
Paul M. Steveas, who is taking ea r ly  retirement after 26 years na president of the 
c m f  ssion. 

John E. &I.*ea, a c m i s a i a n  trustee and messenger t o  the  convention, sa id  i n  the audio- 
v i rua l  rtaport that t he  commission is "actively seekin3 a prasident" and seek$ suqgastions 
f rm Southern Baptiete. 

DSEOM H. ESorqan, president of the Southern Baptist  Annuity Board, reported 1973 was 
"one of the beer yeara tha Annuity Board has ever had," bur said tha t  the  board an9 its . 
annuitante face a "demanding" ecworny. 

"It wsa a dismay and s u b s t m t i a l  shock t o  me," Morgan said, "that .a recent survey 
ranked ~outhalrn Baptis ts  fourteenth awnq f i f t e en  rel igious organizations i n  '"hat we do 
i n  our l oca l  churches f o r  pastors -3 church s t a f f , "  

140rgttn said tha t  Southern Baptis ts  should be 'hmber ane i n  a l l  thinqs," includinq 
missions, evangelism, an3 retirement banef l t s  f o r  minis ters  and denominational, employees. 

The board'e ent ry  in t he  Bonk of  Reports recorded "siqnLficant achieve!nentelbof 1979 
as the issue of a "13th check" t o  most annuitants,  payment: of almost $23 million i n  
retirement benefits and mare than 8 3  mill ion i n  ineuranca claims, an3 enlietment of 639 nevr 
churchee in the  Southern Bspriet retirement pro3tam. 

ilorqan Jaid tha t  the  Annuity Board has received "a barrage of l e t t e r s "  asking why 
benefite cgnnor increase when Social Security rfnes. Morqan esid that t he  Annuity Board 
~v0f.d~ moves ' W t  would causs f inanc ia l  "trouble" m d  'Boss everythin? we can knowlin~;ly 
and with ChristiBn coneiaeency t o  get  the  most af fec t ive  invaetments." 

Carolyn Westherford, executive di rec tor  o f  Wbman's Missionary Union, an3 %s. A. 
Hsrriaen Oteqory, W r a t i ona l  president,  reported for W. 

"Parhapa a eanceraed worntin i n  ysur church w i l l  nai l  95 ststeidents" i n  the  s p i r i t  o f  
Elsrtia Luther on church doors or put the concern "in the heartszi of church amnbers about 
"ills" of the church and world, Was Weatherford soid. 

Uaaaxr'a MIariotv~ry psian i s  c&tted t o  "llfe-chanqing" missions for the 19808. 
Ier. Gr~gary said, aa ''we Sauthern Baptis ts  a r e  restchin5 a c r i t i c a l  point ahead." 

S~v@r€il WQumn used microphones m ' t h e  convention f loor  t o  speak as a p l m i e d  part of 
thi? WEItf report. 
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Astrodome T e l c c o ~ n S c a r i o ~ s  Followup 

HOUSTON, June 14--The Southern Baptis t  Convention which rode the  electrontc  signal from 
the Astrodome t o  homes and churches across the  nation Wednesday night brought glowing 
reports  of attendance and commitments Thursday, despi te  technical problems. 

It was t he  f i r e r  tie persons outside t he  c i t y  hoeting t he  convention have been ab le  
t o  tune i n to  the  proceedings. 

The 48,000 persons who packed the Astrodome f o r  the Bold Miseion Rally and missionary 
cormniarionfng service were joined by an estimated 15,000 i n  10 r a l l y  points across t he  
country. 

The 1200 who o f f i c i a l l y  regis tered some form of Christian l i f e  decision a t  the  Hourton 
service were joined by an eetimated 100 who made s imilar  decisions i n  t he  r a l l i e s .  

The e l e c t r i f i e d , m i s ~ i o n s  message traveled from the Astrodome t o  a s a t e l l i t e  network. 
Earth s t a t i ons  pulled down the  algnal t o  r a l l y  pointr ,  comercia1 tclevieidn s t a t i ons ,  and 
cable aystams. Ten televis ion s t a t i ons  m d  approximately 150 cable TV systams a r e  known 
t o  have car r ied  the programing. The number could be greater ,  however. 

Technical problems wiped out portions o f  audio or  video i n  every broadcast syetem. 
Some of the problems originated i n  s a t e l l i t e  connections; orhers were apparently i n  l oca l  
equipment. Bimi~lgham, bla . ,  and Knoxville, Tenn., reported the  biggeet problem-- 
40 minutes without audio o r  vzdeo. 

"We had an excel lent  meeting," said Ray Smith, d i rec tor  of education fo r  the  Knox 
County Baptist  Association i n  Tentlessee. "It's a tremendous concept. 
We fel t  tha t  we were par t  of i t  a l l . "  

Dale W i t t ,  minister t o  adul t s  a t  F i r s t  Southern Baptist  Church of Del City, Okla., 
said t ha t  the  2,500 r a l l y  at tenders  "really got involved. " 

Max Patterson, pastor of the  Mabel White Baptis t  Church i n  Macon, Ga., reparted that 
1850 attended tha r a l l y  i n  h i s  church. Be satd tha t  the telecommunications hook-up 
"has the greatest poas i5 i l i ty  for  keeping Baptiats informed" t ha t  he has ever known. 

Patterraan reported 15 persons a t  h i s  church dedicated t h e i r  l i ve s  t o  be preachers 
or  missionaries. Others made professions of fa f th .  A t  least 100 persons camo forward 
at  the  Macon r a U y  t o  promice increased f inanc ia l  and prayer rrupporr of mrlssione, 

Alexine Gibson of Atlanta, who attended a cable te levis ion r a l l y  at  Rehcrboth 
Baptist  Church i n  Tucker, sa ld ,  '!It was a wonderful privilege t o  be par t  of the  service. 
I f  y w  can't attend, you can e t l l l  have an opportunity t o  be involved." 

The resrioa waa videotaped f o r  playing two hours l a t e r  a t  r a l l i e s  i n  Phoenix and Tuscon, 
A r i 2 .  Thma Eapeo w i l l  be replayed i n  eeveral Arizona churches. 

-30- 
By Catherine A13en--2: 50 p.m., 
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I 
Bold Mission 

g n  
Security & Cobparation i n  Evrope. June 7. 1979 

Prese Smmm Provided by Mr. Vins 

Paetor Georgi Vim t e s t i f i e e  thmt, according t o  the Constitution, a l l  power in the 
S a d e t  Union be;longei t o  the Party of the Comuniste, who profees atheism. S ta te  atheism 
m&ea use of bt)ety Lyans, a d  &ove a l l  the KG3, i n  the illegal struggle against religicm. 
The Baptis t  %ion wb;lch Paator Vins represente stands on the priticipla of t he  co~lplete  
separation-of the Church frog the  State ,  and &ea every possible e f f o r t  t o  normaliss 
re la t ions  betwean the Baptiet W o n  an& the State. However, the KGB is demanding the 
establishment of t o t a l  control  over, and leadership o f ,  the Church. This i ia  the nub 
of the  conf l ic t  . 

The report has two main parts .  In the f i r s t  part (pp. 7-23), Pastor Viaa dertalle 
the d i f fe ren t  fonna of persecution by the S ta te  being suffered today by the rel igious 
centre of the Council of Churches of Evangelical Christians and Baptists (Refom 
Baptists) in the USSR. 

In tha second par t  (pp. 23-38), Pastor Vins describes the formation and growth o f  
the Council of Churchee (-form Baptists) and its ac t iv i t y  i n  tho defence of the r i gh t s  
of believers. 

Palrtor Vine believes that Western support helped him and w i l l  help others, but needs 
t o  be mintained, since hia own release does not indicate  any softening of Soviet policy 
on rel igion,  

Atheists have held porper i n  the USSR for  62 years and have used i t  t o  perascute 
Chrietisus. Deapitc this ,  the Christian f ~ i t h  is growinq. Anti-religious dSserIminatlon 
18 buf l t  into the Swriat Constitution. Paees 1-5 

hats about persecution of Baptiars are based on verified documentary 8outces. 
Pages 5-6 

F o m  of peraacution used asainst  Soviet Baptists,  with examples t l w  from the 
l a a t  year: Paqee 7-23 * 

U 

Pexeecutioa of ministers (pp. 7-91 

Prisoners (pp . 9-10) 

IMtedcwhl: of believere (pp. 10-11) 

Pereeoution of p i l a t i ne  press (pp . 12-14) 

Cmfiecation of rel igious l i t e r a t u r e  (p. 14) 

Persecution of Christian children (pp. 15-17) 

' Breaking-up of prayer meathgs (pp. 17-19) 
, . 

.AW&&a on m r i e t i a n  weddin@ (pp. 19-22) 

; - hms for womthip uaetings (p. 22) 

S m  CP. 23) 
i 

Dsacription of the ac t iv l t y  o f  the two Baptimt Union8 i n  the USSR: 1) the 
afflcfaUy-ltwogrrleed Sl-Doion Council of Evanpelicsl Chrietisne and. Baptists,  and 
2) tho Cotmcll of Churcheta of Eimngelical Christian$ and B e p t h t a  (of which Pastor 
VSnm k Ikretetbrg). T4ia group i e  often referred t o  in the West as Reform Baptists.  

The Flmdamental Principles  of the CounJ1 of Cburchos arc l i s ted ,  Page 25 
s o a ~ ~ ~  C C # W ~ ~ H O U ~ ~ Q I I ,  - JUW, 12-14, 1 ~ 7 9  



Pa:e 2---Teetimony o f  Geor::i Vins to Cmias ion  on Security an1 Co-operation 

Qsaeona for the fnnution of the Crmcil of Churches I n  1961 on4 its :~rmrrsth since. 
Pn,~ea 27-33 

Extract Pram the report of the Chaim-n of the Council of Churchse (Reform Baptists), 
Pcstor Kryuchkov, cn tho Council'e activity ao at  'Ehy, 1976. Pa,:ss 33-31; 

Extract Prnn 1 repqrt by Soviet off ieisl atlmit tin- ILle :a1 nctinnr a.ytinat Saviat 
beliavera . Pa~ea  39-42 

Summary; Partor Viw asks for an enr? t~ il1z::al state lnrerferenco in church life 
i n  the USSR. Paqer 42-43 

Conclurion: Pastor Vins i s  srateiul for \lastam support am1 believee that it ha8 
positive crwuoqueaces. flatever, much more nee28 t c r  be done to  btin* lbout relinious 
freeJan in the USSR, especially at the next Xelsinki f~lllcrw-up conference in Etadtid In  
1980. His c~wn release cloes not indieete a softenin? o f  Soviet policy on religion. 
Paqea 44-45 

NOTE: 4 news e t w y  on Pastor Vins' test imny wne 8istributer' to the new$ boxes in the 
Southern lapt ia t  newsrnm earlier in the week. 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day1 

Executive Committee MeeEhg 

BOUSTa, June, 11--The Southern Baptist  Executive C m i t t e r  closed tho f i t s t  of two 
echeduled mentinge here Monday with exprersions of concern over "groups dedicated t o  
dividing" the Swthsrn Baptist Cornrention. 

Dub McCall, president of  Southern Baptist  Theological Seminary, Louisville,  Ky., 
kicksd off the unschaduld diocuasion at  the close of the  Committee's lperaion at the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel on the eve of a three-day meetiag of the SBC. 

'%y heart  bleeds at the thwghtwe*d come t o  t h i s  Convention and take any act ion 
designed t o  opl inter  a group I believe God is using to  reach out t o  a l o s t  world," said 
kca l l ,  i n  -king the group t o  pray for  God's leadership. 

McCalI a d  presidents of f i ve  other Southern Baptist  seminaries held a news canference 
i n  Dal3aa in M y  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  put t o  rest charges of "liberal" teachings levied by a 
group which says it is contending f o r  b ib l i ca l  inerrancy (without ewer ) .  

Earlier i n  B y ,  Psigs Pa t te ram,  president of the Criswell Center fo r  Bibl ical  Studies, 
Dalm, a d  Houston Appeals m u t t  l d g e  Paul Prrealer  sounded en alarm over what they 
called wlilperal" teaching i n  the seminaries. They asid the Itasue prompted meetings i n  a t  
las t  15 states t o  encourage messengers to e l ec t  an SBC president committed t o  b ib l i ca l  
inerrancy. 

Duriag the -we conference, the presidents said they krV3W of no professors who f a i l  
t o  upha= the Baptist Fai th and Neesaga Sarement adopted by the SBC i n  Kansas City, Mo., 
in 1963. 

The doctrment says i n  pa r t  t ha t  "the Hcly Bible was writ ten by men divinely inapired 
and irr the record of Cod's revelation of himself t o  nan... P t  har God for its author, salva- 
t i on  f o r  I t s  end, and truth,  without any mixture of  error, for  its matter.. ." 

Bxeuttlve Camittee Chairm~n Brooks Wester of h t t i e s b u r g ,  Hies., accented McCall's 
coacetn a t  the W a y  meetin&. 

"I believe God w i l l  work through this," he said, "but f also believe Satan is putring 
forward one of hie e f fo r t s  t o  blunt  the Bold Mission Thruet (Southern Baptis t ' s  e f f o r t  t o  
present the gaspel t o  evory person on ear th  by the year 2000)." 

'%e Bible warns us abaut inadvertently becominp, tools  of Satan," Vester added. 

Outgo- mavention President Jimmy Allen of San Antonio, led the group i n  a prayer 
for  Unity 0f s p i r i t .  

Be prefaced the prayer by ~ny ing  he doesn't r eca l l  a t i ne  i n  Southern Baptist  l i f e  
more conducive t o  a spiritual awakening. But he added tha t  he believes "fragmenting the 
f ellawship now is the gf eates  t threat.  " 

Sn scheduled actions, the Executive Cwmnittee honored Baker James Caurhen, executive 
mecretary of the F o r e i ~ n  Mission Board, and the i r  execueive'ae~retarytrearurer,.Potter W. 
Rourh. 

h a resolution of appreciation fo r  Routh, who retiree July 31 a f t e r  nearly 28 years 
aa executivlvo eecretary-treasurer, the committee noted tha t  the number of Southern B a p t i ~ t  
churches h&ve increased during h i e  tenure from 28,000 to  more than 35,000, and total mem- 
bership lpkrae grown from 7.3 mil l ion to  more than 13.2 million. 

-more- 
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Page 2--Executive Cornittee Flaeting 

Total nissinn pifts grew fro3 $37 million to more than $318 million, and the Cooperative 
Program g i f t 8  for worlrbride miaeions jwnped from $21 million to $150 million. 

In moth& reeolution, the c d t t e e  cited Cauthen for 26 pears as executlvq secretary 
a f  the Foreign Xiiisqion Board and for 54 years sa pastor, seminary professor, miseionary 
and denozdnatioaal leader. Cauthen will retire Dec. 31. 

Since Gauthsr. crime to his present position 26 years a$o, the number of Southern Saptlet 
f o r e l ~ a  mZsrloneriea has increased from 990 to  3,000. 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Ray1 

WMU Monday Afternoon 

HOUSTON, June 11- Foreign missions executive Charles Bryan challenged the  Southern 
Baptist women a t  the Civic Center ?tutusic Hall here Monday afternoon t o  turn t h e i r  hear t s  
and minds t o  the Creator and begin crossing boundares t o  reach people i n  need. 

"The 325 missionaries i n  the 35 countries of Ylddle America a r e  crossing po l i t i c a l ,  
physical and soc ia l  ba r r i e r s  t o  ~ p r e s d  the p.oapelJr: reported Sryan, secretary f o r  Wddle 
America and the Caribbean at  the Foreign Mieaion board, Richnond, Va. 

A f o m r  mieeionaty f o r  18 years i n  Cooeta Rica, Peru and Columbia, Qryan c i ted  recent 
examplea of miseiohnricle crosstng t r ad i t i ona l  boundaries t o  serve ae nutr i t ionisbe,  
engineers and farmers i n  order t o  respond t o  spec i f ic  hur t s  i n  people's l i ve s .  

"Southern Baptis ts  are beginning t o  rea l ize  tha t  a hungry man must be fad before he is 
ready t o  hear the  gospel," Byan said. 

lllldred EkWhorter, a home missionary here since 1963, shared some o f  her  work experiences 
i n  the ghettos8 at  the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist  Woman's Mismionary Union. 

"1 deal with the underprivileged i n  Houston, but X believe t ha t  regardleas of wealth, 
education or social s t a tu s ,  anyone without Jesue Chris t  as Savior and Lord is underprivileged 
NcVhorrer mid. 

Serving a s  the d i rec tor  of  the Baptis t  Center and Joy Fellowship Center, lkfdhorter and 
her two assistants touch more than 5,000 people through the 56 Bible study groups, Vacation 
Bible Schools, work programs and other a c t i v i t i e s  held weekly. 

'%hen I anarasrad the  cal l  t o  become a missionary, I asked the Lord t o  make each day 
exciting. He anmered t ha t  prayer by allowing me t o  work with teenagers hooked on drum, 
fa thers  spending food money on alcohol and morhere ee l l ing  daughters i n t o  prastituEion 
t o  pay t he  b i l l s , "  Xcwhorter said. 

"The exciting p m t ,  though, is tha t  God i s  suf f ic ien t  and powerful enough t o  change any 
l i f e  and he e l l m  me t o  help." 

Swthern Baptist Convention, Houston, June 12-141979 
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Roundup fa Tueeday pms 

HOUSTON, June It--Southern Baptists were urged here Tueoday t a  resist the tamtation 
3f a major debate an orthodoxy and t o  channel new enersies in to  t he i r  plan t o  coarmunicore 
the Chrimlsn pspez t o  tho entire world by the  year 2000. 

Slanp Allen, president of the  13.2 mil l ion member Southern Baptist Convention, warned 
the mssungers t o  the  122nd annual meeting of the demmination a t  the S u d t  they were 
being. pressed by "good and eincere people" t o  change t h e i r  emphasis from missions t o  a 
debate on thaology. 

"We muat resist tha t  temptation," advised Allen, pastor of Firat Baptist  Church, 
San Antongo. "We must remain a Bible-believing, Bible-sharing, Blble-obeying people 
comdtted t o  the Lordshtp oaf Christ." 

"WhW Simon Peter suggested an a l te rna t ive  agenda t o  Jesus, he said tha t  the voice 
is the voice of a fr iend but the message i s  the  message of the  enemy.'' 

In a final address closing out a second one-year t e rn  as SBC president,  Nleu said 
butherfr Baptiste we- t a t d i n g  at  a unique moment i n  history, l e d  by God t o  become the 
la rgee t  evangelical body i n  the most powerful narion on earth. 

"He ((God) i s  ca l l ing  us as Southern Baptist  Christians t o  be a flashpoint i n  
spiritual aw$lL@ning with which he  is seeking t o  rweep our world," Allen said.  

Whilr Southern Baptis ts  a r e  a complex ancl multicultured people s t retching across 
every etaee i n  the nation and i n to  94 other  countries,  they also are often a flawed people, 
Nlen contmdad. 

"There are rimes when we are liinited i n  our vision, so wrapped up i n  our Loyalty to 
our awn Urxritory, our own prograns, our own egos tha t  we Lose s igh t  of the  vast  purpose 
and Woerise of God. 

"There a r e  times when Sre .are so colored by our cultttra and silenced by our surround- . 
iogs t ha t  we f a i l  t o  speak the  t ru th  of God. 

"There are times i n  which our differencee i n  opinion become differences i n  relat ion-  
ships & we make the  Corinthian mistaka of gathering our aklagiences behind the Apollos: 
atad the  Peters  a d  the Pauls, Instead of centering it wholly and t o t a l l y  i n  the Lord 
JWUS Chrlat. " 

hllm told the meersengcrs the  bottm. l ine  on t h e i r  plan t o  evangelize the world 
during the next 21 years was commitment i n  terms of faith, pr ior i ty ,  and confrontation, 

fn the q n t c x t  of confrontation, Southern Baptists must take otanda for  human rights 
and h- p u r ~ i v a l ,  Allen explained. 

''We muat confront our s y s t m  of p o l i t i c a l  anti ecanomic decision making with thia d l  
t o  respond sls tha  world8@ r iches t  nat ian t a  the c r i e s  of the hungry i n  v se t  aFeaa of  our 
earth. 

"Tha csetly an8 danaarous nuclear a r m  race muslt be brought under some kind of 
orderly ZWtsth,': Allen said. "I am paraonally convincecl tha t  the Straget ic  Arms 
Wnitation Treaty ( W T )  Se a step in the r i gh t  direction." 

But SrruEhem Baptlets need to  rqpond ifmediately t o  the giant wangelistic 
oppor~tttiity, Bseause t h e  i s  running out,  Allen said. 

During the three-day convention ending Thursday, the  meseeneere will csneider a 
1930-31 budget of $83 n i l l i o n  a d  hear addressleal by fomer White! W r r e  aide Charles Cols~on, 
evangditt Bil ly Graham, country comic Jerry Clower and Russian b p t l s t  diasidedt  h r g i  Vin 

Southem Baptist Canve-$dousto~ June 12-14,1979 R~ - - F 



Page 2--Roundup for Tuesday pme 

A ecriee o f  related Baptist groups closed two-day meetings EPnday night with the 
election of officere. 

R. Edverd Gilstrap of Atlanta was named president of the Southern Baptiat Coafwence 
of Directors of Hisalons, while Mrs. A. Harrison Gregory o f  Danville, Vs., was elected to 
a fifth one-gear term as presidrmt of the 1.1 million member Woman's Missionary Union. 

James T. Draper, pastor of First Baptist Church of Euless, Tax., war chosen president 
of tha Southers Baptist Pastors'Conferance and kl Waehburn of HiXl Valley, Calif., president- 
elact of the Southern Baptist Church Music Conference. 

- 30- 

By Roy Jemlngcr--4:40 p.m. Monday 
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Bold Mission 
While It A Yet Day! 

Pastarat Conference on Monday Afternoon 

HOUSTON, June 11--Southern Baptist preachers Monday elected James T. Draper, 
paetor of  Fi r s t  Baptist  Church i n  Euless,Texas, a s  president of the  Southern Baptist 
Pastors' C a f  erence. 

Draper, former associate  pastor of the 20,000-member F i r s t  Baptist  Church of 
Dallae, was elected on a atanding vote by an estimated two-thirds majoricy over 
Frank Pollard, pastor of F i r s t  Baptist  Church of Jackson, Mils., and praacher for 
the Baptist Hour radio program and "At Home with the  Bible" te levis ion program 
produced by Southern Baptists.  

Elacted vice president of the  conference was Larry Lewis, paetor of Tower Grove 
Baptist  Church i n  S t .  Louis, Mo. James Mtller, pastor of RidgLea West Baptist  Church, 
Fort Worth, was chosen aecretary-treasurer. 

In an address t o  tha pastors e a r l i e r ,  William Ricketts of Athens, Ga., warned 
that  many minis ters  have l o s t  the  power of God In t h e i r  aermons because they don't 
really believe what they are preaching, and don't put t h e i r  eermons i n to  pract ice 
i n  t h e i r  own pereonal l ives .  

Mcket t s ,  pastor of Prince Avenue Baptist  Church, said tha t  when pastors "fa i l  
t o  love Jesus and put him first i n  t h e i r  l i ve s ,  the  hand of God i s  removed" and t he i r  
power t o  preach i s  gone. 

A 

Ilao,ther rpeaker, Clark G. Hutchinsan of Marietta, Ga. , challenged pastors "as 
God' e hieh 'tb lead God* s church t o  reach God's wotld with Gdd'e message." 

H u t c h ~ s o n ,  pastor of East Side Baptist  Church, sa id  that the churches tha t  a r e  
wlnnkng the world t o  Chris t iani ty a re  "grounded i n  the  Word of God and controlled by 
God's spirit ." 

When t h e  pastors of churches are not grounded i n  the  Bible and controlled by 
Cod'e a p i r i t ,  worship degenerates i n to  "the worst kind of carnalityw i n  re l igious 
obsewancrs that are hollow and meaningless, Hutchinson said. 

Such rel igious obaewances r e su l t  "in worship aervices tha t  begin at 11:OO a.m. 
sharp on Sunday and end a t  12 noon dul.1," Hutchinson said. 

In aaather address, Bobby Welch, pastor of  Fi r s t  Baptist  Church, Daytona Beach, 
Fla.. urged the  pastor8 t o  get excited about the person of Jesus, the  program o f  
Jesus. and the power of Jesus. 

3 7 5  
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Bold Miss!'an 
While It Is Yet Day! 

HOU8TON, June 11--R~oanix Pasfor i"dchnrf2 P.. Yacksm uua~l his snat nn the  ihniiay ma- 
In2 aeasL?n of the  h u t h e r n  Baptist  Pasterst Conference here to praise  one Baptist  college 
while c r i t i c l z i n ~ .  others.  

Jocb.m, poetor of Ni>rth Phnanix Bapriat Church, laudad Grand Canyon College 
President D i l l  Williams f o r  not allowin;! the  rchool's undefeatetl baseball  team to cmpete  
i n  the  NhIA World Series  because the  te rn  ce lebrs ta l  victory i n  the a r m  tournament with 
champame. The players galled i n  cm attempt to get  a stata court t o  force  the achool t o  
l e t  then partzeipate  i n  the tournament. 

The controversy a t  the  college, owned ant? operated by the Arizona Southern Baptist 
Convention, arbsa a f t e r  n picture appeared i n  loca l  Phoenix newpapers of the  players 
celebrat inq their l a s t  victory by pourin3 cha3pn;me over t he i r  heada. Rules in the Grad 
Canyon emdent handbook prohibi t  the  pnssessian o r  use of ,dcoholic beverages by students. 

Jslckean aakl other  Baptis t  scho~ls shnulr! "stanrl f o r  what i e  noral and r i s h t l  and 
follow the a m p l e  set by Grnrul Canyon C o l l e ~ e .  

Jackson was one of four  preachers whn oillreased the >bnday mxning session of the 
pastar'a conference, Each had advlce on how t he i r  fellow portoss night  improve t he i r  
effect iveness  in the mtnistry. 

Jackaon t o l ~ l  the pastQrs t ha t  Gcld appoints a m n  t o  a par t icu la r  task nor becaura 
tha t  mrrn i s  perfect but becauoa he i s  nerfact for the t3sk. Ik warned that any man God 
appoints will be eonfronted by opposition, but i f  Gori has nnpr~inte.! him then he need not 
defend hiraeerlf rta lnax ns he follows Gad's lesrlinu. 

Echs ing  Jacksonte atntemonts, Jim ITenry, Fastor o f  Fi r a t  Baptist  Church, Orlando, 
maid a pnatar muat have a call tha t  is ce r t a in  and stand nn tha t  calf. a s  a stronp, "pasfor- 
iahepherd." He rrolJ .me of the reneona fo r  the decline of baptis* i n  the &ntthdrn 
Baptist  Convention i o  the lack of etron; pastoral  leoJership. 

"The sheep don't roam arsund f o r  the shepherd t o  fnllm," he said. "The shepherd 
leodr the  aheep and It's time f o r  our pastors t o  lead t he i r  people. ..lie rrntst get out amon: 
the sheep and love them saJ care for then." 

Ralph Stone, pastor of North Jacksonville Baptist Church, Jacksonville,  Pla . ,  . -- 
encouraged paatore t o  have a pos i t ive  a t t i t ude  "towlrd t h e i r  God, t he i r  pe:,ple anrl t he i r  
place of aervics." 

"Oftea cilrres, we allow a negative a t t i t ude   ti^ clevelo:, In  our mind toward one of the 
s t a f f  meabets or toward the church *ere we ate serving ... l!e becorm discnuragad and 
deptemoeil and a# a r e su l t ,  the  vark of Chriat suf fe rs .  

"A negattve s t t l t u d a  is of the devil ," he continued. "A posi t ive a t t i t u d e  ie of the 
Lord.. .Warp problm you face can be an opportunity f o r  God to  show Bis greatnetas." 

James A. Ponder of Jncksnaville, di rec tor  of wm~eliem for  the Flortdrr Baptiet 
Conventina, concandeJ mny paetoro have l o s t  the  cuttin:: edge n f  t he i r  ministry. The 
cut t ing edge can be rescoreti only by pain7 back to the rcsne of f a i l u r e  and confessing 
it, he $aid.  

"Once you apply t he  Cross t o  the point of  defeat i n  your l i f e ,  God w i l l  rescore you." 

Southern Baptist Cowantion, Houston, June 12-141979 
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BoMMWon 
WMle It Is Yet Day! 

HOlY8!lV8, June 11--Seminary President W i l l i a m  M. Pinson Jr. ahallenqsd Southern 
Baptist dircrct~ra of mlssiot~s  Wnday t o  recorni t  themselves t o  their basic task o f  
s t a r t i n g  hundreds new churches across t h ~  country and not be diverted from the i r  
ministry ''by a 105; of rhetoric." 

In an obvioue raference t o  evangelist  James Bobison's speech t o  the Southern Baptist 
Fastora' Conference, Pinsoa said i t  "troubles me i n  my gut  when 1 Bee we could be diverted 
from OUF wia8im i n  ministry" by such rhetor ic .  

Piarm, presideat of Golden Gate Baptist  Theoloqical Sminary, Mill  Valley, Calif. ,  
said t h i s  year may mrk the most serious c r i s i s  i n  Southern Baptist  l i f e  since the 
f i n m i &  crisis of t he  Depression, 

"Our v i t a l  s igns are weak," he sa id .  "Our leadership is i n  t rans i t ion .  Our in- 
s t i t u t i o n s  are under attack from within. " 

But t h i s  instance i s  unlike the f inanc ia l  c r i s i s  i n  that  " th i s  time we sees  t o  be 
our  own worst enemy," Pinson said.  

"Zn a epeech t o  the pastors, Sunday, Robison, a Hur$t, Tx., evangelist ,  aimed much 
05 his attack at  profaseorr of Baptist colleges and eemlnlaaries who he claims are "sovlag 
seedm of doubt and skepticism." 

Pinson did not mention Robison by naae, but the seminary president noted tha t  i n  
E k e  of cxis ie  there ia a tendency toward "scapegoa~isrn.~' Pinson acknowledged tha t  the 
recent s t a t l e t i c s  shovlnq a 30-year low i n  bsptims are "sobering i f  not frightening." 

Addressing the 325 d i rec tors  af missions a t  t he i r  annual meeting in Houston, Pinaon 
l a id ,  "Our associat ianal  nioaionariear will play a datermining fac tor  i n  whetbar bounce 
back or  sink further," 

But he advised against panic. "When things are going badly," he sa id ,  "it's time 
t o  do the bamicsl-rhs things we do well." 

For $outhem Baptists,  he sa id ,  t h i s  means it 's time "to be witneerses, t o  be on 
misoion, and t o  be a t  the work Cod has cal led ue t o  do," 

Citing eracistics t ha t  l a s t  year i t  took 100 churches t o  s t a r t  one new church, 
Pinson propoard a missions crusode tha t  would c a l l  f o r  st least: $100 mill ion t o  help 
bui ld  the kind of churches t ha t  are needed i n  the urban areas of the country. 

Swtbm Baptist IConvenlion, Houston, June 12-14,1879 



MSSION ILIItWTORS' LEADERSHIP--R. Edward Gastrap (foreground) of Atlanta, Ga., waa 
elected praoidbnt of the Southern Baptist Conference of Directors of Misrfona for 
1979-80 a t  the group's 18th annual meeting in Houston. Officers behind Gilatrap are 
(from left) : Harold Blackbum of Silverhil l ,  Ala., editor of the conforeace's nawaletcer 
Open Circuit; Larry Rose of Waca, Texas, preaideat-ulect; Robert A. Wella of 
Reno, Nav., treasurer; and Hemn Wooten of Orange, Calif . ,  immediate past presfident. 
Photo by Tia Field8 
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Bold Miwion 
kbnday Campue Ministers While It Is Yet Day! 

BOUSM#* June Il--A Southern Bapeiar theological seminary administrator to ld  campus 
ministats  hero Mnday tha t  he is hurt  by c r i t i c i sm that ha doesn't believe or  teach the  
Bible, a f$er  glving h i s  l i fe  t o  defending biblical. t ru th .  

~ o h n  Newpott, vice praaident of academic affairs end provost of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Sminary, Fort Warth,eatd "people saying -'re not conservative or  dan't be- 
lieve the  Bible is the  thing I reeant. 

"We could not allow anyone to teach at the  reminary who didn't  arubscribe to the 
Baptist  Faith and beeage," Newport a d d .  "I don't think I'm reaching heresy and I don't 
think our f aculf y ia .  " 

In che second of three p r e~en t a t i ons  t o  the Association of Southcrn Baptist  Cmnpus 
Mhiatere, Newpart predicted tha t  b ib l i c a l  tnerrancy will be a major i s sue  among Southern 
Baptilrte f o r  several years and, therefore, needs ser ious at tent ion.  

Re said inerrancy i e  a l e g i t h a t e  i s sue  but c r i t i c i zed  those who impose 20th century 
categotiea such a s  technical  science "on a book God ordained t o  be wri t ten centuries  ago. 

"I hope we orill  allow the Bible t o  lead us," Newport said. "It cons t i tu tes  a power- 
ful bwk that accolnpl.i@hee God'ta purpose. " 

Newport said tha t  throughout h i s tory  b ib l i ca l  t r u th  hae been misinterpretad both by 
people on the l e f t  and the r ight .  

"The genius of Southern Baptists is tha t  we haven't been caught i n  e i t he r  extreme," 
ha said. 

Ee aaaid the  inerrancy debate could r a i s e  important questions and have positive 
resulte i f  a11 concerned would c a m i t  themselves t o  fa i rness  and not building up one 
group by tear ing dom another. 

"Th-ir is a d i f f i c u l t  time," Newport eaid. "We want t o  meat the need of our con- 
~t i tuency wMwuf compromising our integrity." 

-30- 

By Linda Lemon--l:S4 p.m. I%nday 

Southern Baptist Convention, Houston, June 12-14,1979 
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SBC Nari~iontcrius Leave :Jicarsgua Bdd Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Micsxagua, June 11--In the midst of etepped-up civil conf l ic t ,  a l l  
Southern Baptist mlaeionary personnel t o  Micaragua have temporarily l e f t  the  country. 

Stephear and Paula ~ a u m  3ardner , ~?!kl; lona~y daurne~mn, .stationedd+n 4'4yuiu.8,. . =re 
the last Southern Baptist  rniiiaionariee t o  leave the country. They flew t o  rh:+ United 
Sta tes  on Sunboy, June 10. The other  missionary couple, Stanley and Glenna Stamps, 
a180 8tar;iemed in Etaaagua, l e f t  :licaragua abwt two wesks e-irlirr ,  taking l oca l  leove 
i n  flondur*l. Both couples made t he i r  own decieions t o  wacuote. 

Sporadic f ight ing and pol i t ica l  tensions have w i s t e d  for  over a year batmen 
the not ioaal  gmmment of Presirlant Anastaoio Sonoza Jr. and f luerr i l las  of t he  
Sarulinist. N a t l d t l  Liberation Front. 

The 3aumgardnrars. entaring thv i r  l a s t  year of a tvo-year tern in the Southern 
Beptiec miosionary journeynun program, were t o  have been with tlw Stamp* on local 
leave etatue. Wt because of an naticipared v i u l t  by relar ivea and the country's 
"on a&n, o f f  again tensions, the  journeymen opted t o  stay i n  Ma-gui, a Foreiqn 
:Ussion Boqrrd apobrcrman said. 

Conflict increased, however, end following declaration of mart ia l  law. the Batffagardners, 
both Florida natives, consulted Foreign ZSesion ms rd  personnal and made t en ta t ive  
platu t o  wocuate as soon as possible. Originally they chose t o  so  t o  Ifonduras or  
GuateneZa, bur becauae of severe buainrss shutdown8 and other obaracler thoike p b a  
were diol~imed and Ebnr couple booked a f l Q h t  t o  F l i an i ,~ l a ; ,  and on t o  t h e i r  home i n  

Orlando. Sunday m a  t h e i r  Eirat opportunity t o  leave. 

. The Stamps, native8 of Masissippi and Texas, respectively were i n  Honduras when 

. m e r t t l p l  l a w  tpas declared and could not reenter  the  country. They are staring in  I 
Tegucigalpa. 

A@ fighting confinued i n  Nicaragua, neighboring E l  Salvador remained tmdsr general 
unreet. Southem Baptist mioriouariea there have reported tha t  '!thing$ are rough, but  
calm,'' th rrpokewran mid .  

Jennifer Uall Andetson-1 : 30 p .me, Ilonday 

Southern Baptist Convention, Houston, June 12-141979 
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Munday Morning Session o f  WPiU Bold MlwSSIon 
W ile It 1s Yet p y! 

HOUSTON, June 11-Whenever a woman a k o c a t e s  t e cause of Christ ,  her s emi sa s  gain 
c red ib i l i t y ,  Mrs. A. Harrison Gregory said Monday morning a t  t h e  eecond and f i n a l  day of 
the  annual nwcting of the Woman's Maslonary Union, 

'If wonder if any of us comprehend the pos s ib i l i t i e s  t ha t  are out there just beyond the 
open door f o r  women taking up the cause of Christ,'' sa id Gregory, elected t o  her f i f t h  
one-year term a s  president of the  1.1 mil l ion member missions organization of Southern 
Baptis t  women. 

She sa id  the po ten t ia l  of women for  sharing the gospel has never been a s  graat  a s  
today as "we witness the remarkable evolution i n  the s t a t u s  o f  women." 

"It Z t e l l  you one thing, it is tha t  ut must remember tha t  Jeaue chose his diaciplea 
one by one. So as the women of t h i s  convention and organieatian, we -st share the gospel 
with the l o s t  of the world -- on an individual basis." 

. A Danville, Va. resident ,  Gregory urged the women to  drop t he i r  false faces. "We must 
l ea rn  t o  be r ea l ,  not ta lking about the  things t ha t  we a r e  not," 

Porter  Rauth, r e t i r i n g  executive secretary-treasurer of the Southern Baptist  Convention's 
Executive CommSttee, spoke t o  the theme of the 9 1 ~ t  t at he ring of WMU, ''Go Quickly and Tell," 

"The busineaa of taking the resurrect ion home with you is the very hear t  o f  Bold 
Mission Thrust ( the Southern Baptiat plan fo r  rharing the gospel with the world by the 
year 2000 )," said Routh. 
1 

"Ualrss the  power of the resurrect ion makes a difference i n  l i f e s t y l e ,  unless i t  make8 
a difference i n  the kind of 7 3  programs we watch and the time we epcnd w i t h  te levis ion,  
unleaar it makes a difference i n  an a t t i t ude  toward our neighbor and our concern for  our 
ueighbor, unless it makes a difference i n  the p r i o r i t i e s  we es tab l i sh  i n  our homes, then, 
and only then, w i l l  we develop the kind of urgency which confronted the  ear ly  Christian 
yomen as ref lected i n  your themk," 

. b u t h  said the  denomination had Learned during the past  25 years t ha t  the organization 
labe l  is not the end. 

> 
! "The headquarters s t a f f  and building has no value apar t  from the ul t imate goals 
which need t o  find t he i r  foundations i n  a clear Bibl ical  mandate." 

About 25 executive secre ta r ies  of state Baptiar conventioas shared br ie f  reports 
nbout the  wvrk fa their s t a t e  with t h e  women a s  did Dr. David Wong of Rong Kang, president 
of the BaptSat W r l d  Alliance. 

U d u s l y  elacted t o  a f i f t h  term as recording secretary was Mrs. William El l ia  
of Shelbyvillr ,  Ky. 

By Braray Cqbrll--12:40 p.m. Monday 

- Southern Baptist Conv don, Houston, June 12-54,1979 
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Religious Educaters 

HOUSTON, June 11--"As goes the Sunday School, so goes the church." 

Peter Wagnar, professor of church growth at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, 
Calif., gave t h L  advice to Sauthern Baptist Religious educators here Monday. 

S p k i n g  to about 250 persona attending the second session o f  the 24th Southern 
Baptist kli&ioua Education Association meetins at First Baptist Church, Vagnet: said 
churches need to 'q~ediscover" the importance of Sunday School t o  church growth. 

"The Sunday School is still the most successful atrueture for growth in Southern 
Baptist churchee, " Wagner raid. 

He Pdvisad Southern Baptist churches to focus their efforts on building succeseful 
Sunday Scho~lb in order to bring together a two-fold miesion of evangelism iaad growth. 

tla@kt$x chose "RelI&ious Education: Its Role in Church Growth" a5 his speech topic. 

"Religious Education: Key to Bold Mission" is the thama of the assbciation meeting, 
which began Sunday. The two-day session closes Monday night. Highlight of the final 
aession will ba a speech by William Pinson, Jr., president of Golden Oat8 Baptist 
TheologfcaL Sem$nary, Mill Valley, Calif., entitled "The Religixrua Educator: Agent for 
Bold Mi$sion.'; 

Xn h i s  opeeeh, Wagner gave four ways churches can anpower Sunday Schools t o  play 
larger role& Fxeongregational growth. 

The ways are char Swday School departments need to be motivated for growth, need 
to set growth -la and to be held accountable for then, need to start new adult depart- 
ments arpecirlly when their aizes  reach 60 to 70 meinbers, and need to enasre that Sunday 
Scho~1 enrobur stays in Line with overall church membership. 

"There 18 m l y  a three to f i ve  year lag between Sunday School mwnberehip decline 
and a decline in church membcrahip,:' Wagner raid. 

-30- 

By Lp*Ey Criemaa-12~30 p.m. lbnday 

W r n  Baptist Conv ntion, Houston, June 1244 1979 
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Bold Missiwr 
While It Is Yet Da yl 

Biographical Sketch of Adrian P. Rogers 

M r a  Rogera is a native of West Palm Beach, Florida. He Ss married and i e  tb 
father af four active children. Mrs. Ftogers is thei former Joyce Gentry of Wart Palm 
Beach. 

UhiLe a etudant i n  Palm Baach High School, Adrian was p r e n i d a t  of his Senior Class 
and captain of e championship football team. Re waa mentioned on tha A l l  Southern 
High School Football Tearn, and was voted by hia c l m u ~ t e s  am 'Wet Itiktlly To Succeed." 

Hie educational degrees are as follows: 

B.A,  Stetaon University, DeLand, Florida 
Th.M. New Orleans Baptiut Theological Seminary, New Orleans, La. 
D.D. Trinity College, Clearwater, Florida 
L i t t  .D. California Graduate School of Theology, Glendale, Ca. 

Since September, 2972, he has been pastor of the Bellevue Boptist Church of Memphis, 
Teaneetme. The hiatofic Bellewe Baptist Church is one of the nations' largest  
churchee Mth Pore than T1,OM) &ere. The church haa a mckly television ptogrrrm that 
reachee &nCa f ive rrtacerr. 

Adrian Rogere has been oridely wed as an evangelist sad Bible teacher i n  the United 
States and oveme*e. He has been the keynote ope&iker t o  s t a t e  Baptfst Conventions 
and stare Evaagalium Conferenerr. He hae spoken i n  Southern Baptist Coavenbion 
program and i e  past prasidoot of the Soutbrn BnptSet Pastors' Confarence. This i e  
the large& grouping of e v ~ l i c a l  pastors i n  the world. 

Be 1s a txu~taa C l i  Union University of Jackson, Tsarmasea, Luther Rice Sdaary  i n  
JackamwUle, Fbtida, snd mrves on ,the advtsory council or board of referanee for 
oeveral o t b r  mWmrfia and inati tut ioas of higher learning. 

$7 - 
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Southem Baptist Conventim Houston, June 12~14,1979 
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Wrapup 
Religious Educators 
Pray far Unity By Larry Crisman 

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)--William Pinson literally brought his audience to its knees here 
at the closing session of the Southern Baptist Religious Education Aesocistion here. 

After delivering a fiery speech in which he called for Baptist unity in a "crieis 
hour," the president of Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seginary, M l l  Valley, Calif., 
asked about 450 persons attending the session in Houston's First Baptist Church t o  go to 
their knees in prayer. 

"God didn't bring us to Bold Missions to splinter," Finson declared. "I pray you will 
be agents of pnity this week in Houston.'' 

Pinson, who spoke On "The Religious Educator:Agent f o r  Bold ?fission," soid since 
arriving in Houston for the Southerri Baptist Convention, he has seen "friends for life at 
each other ' a throats. " 

Be referred to the issue of inerrancy of Scripture brewing at the ~ M U B ~  convention. 

''Let's kneel and pray for unity," he said, "Let's make personal commitments to be 
agents for change this week." 

According to Pineon, bacauso of the possibility of convention division over inerrancy 
and the chdlange of Bold Mission Thrust, Southern Baptiets face "the greatest crisis hour" 
in their history. 

Not since the "financial catastrophe of the 1930's' have Baptists faced such pivotal 
crossroads ," he said. 

"I'd hate to see it (the convention) rumble into division." he said. "We must believe 
the wholo Bibla and not just part of it. It may cost some of you your jobs." 

Pinson called on Southern Baptists to "breathe fire'' into their churches if they want 
to ensure the success o f  Bold Mission Thrust, the SBG plan t o  proclaim the measaga of 
Christ to the rnrire world in  this century, 

"When the people of Gad want to stay in Jerusalem all the time and when they do not 
want to go out into the uttermost, they get sick spiritwlly," he remarked. "Until 
Southern Baptists get serious about ehe going, we won't grow," 

Pinson's speech climaxed a two-day agenda which focused on a theme of "Religious 
Education: Key to Bold Mission." 

Lawrence Kleapumer, minister of education of Travis Avenue Baptist Churah in Fort 
Worth, was elected prasldent for 1979-80. President-elect I s  J, Roger SLeleon, ptofeeeor 
of relQiws educatim/church administration, Golden Gate Seminary. 

Other new officerhi include b y  Lee Williams, Union Baptist Association, Houston, vice- 
president, field services group; !helm Willlamison, director of childhood education. First 
Baptist Church, Ferguaron, Mo,, fhe-president, church workers group; F. Marvin My+*@, 
administratim consultant, Church Adninistration'Department, Baptist Sunday Suhool Board, 
Nashville, reorlPfary-treasurer; and Tim Holcomb, minister of education, Polytechnic Baptist 
Church, Fort Worth, assistant secretary-treasurer. 

Braidas Finson'a speech, other highlights of the two-day meeting included a&dressae by 
Petst Wagnar, professor of church growth at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadeae, Calif., 
and Jesws C. Fletcher, president of Hardin-Simmoas University in Abileae. 
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"As &4%a t he  Sunday School, so goes the church," Wagner eaid i n  e epeech Monday 
inordug. . 

"The Sunday School is still  the moat successful s t ruc ture  fo r  growth i n  Southern Baptist  
churchas, 'I he eald. 

F l e t ~ b r ,  wha spoke Sunday, ~ a l l e d  on Southern Baptists t o  ge t  back t o  the basics  of 
d i sc ip lwbsp  t o  ensure the eucceos of Bold Missioa Thruet. "There's no oubst i tute  for  
dlecipleehip aad i n h t a b l y  we come back t o  it," he noted. 

b c b r d h g  t o  Fletcher, Southern Baptis ts  sometime are hard pressed t o  practice 
bib l ica l ly-Wqht  discipleship becauee thay f ind it hard t o  a r t icu la te .  

Fletcher pointed out  che B2ble presents a formula f o r  dieciploship i n  2 Timthy 2:2. 
Thie passage, he m i d ,  provides a multiplication approach t o  discipleehip. 

U.S. tlousa mas  t o  
Support Vbluntrrry Prayer 

Baptiet Presr 
6/12/79 

'Wlf NGTOI (BP) --The U, $. b u s s  o f  Representatives agreed to  language which would 
permit voluntary prayer and meditation i n  the natioa'a public echools. 

The 255-122 vote came on an amendment by U.S. Rep. Robert S. Walker, R-Pa., declaring 
tha t  one of the purposes of the proposed Department of Educatioa would be "to permit i n  a l l  
public schools providing elementary o r  eecondary education a da i ly  opportuni ty  Pot prayer 
and meditation, participation, i n  which would be on a voluntary barie." 

AZrhwgh the House has yet  to  vote on the entire b i l l  i t s e l f ,  the amendment is contrid- 
ered by many obaervcxe t o  be yet another obstacle  to a measure whoso chances for passage 
were already q w t i o n a b l e .  

Coneentafive membera of Congram have argued that the  proposed new dapart-nt would 
rehlult ID fur ther  control  by Washington bureaucrats over lacrrl educational matters. 

Thrs House also passed an anti-busing amendment t o  the masure .  f t  would bar the 
Present DeparEslent of Health, M u c a t k ~ n  and Welfare, out of which the aaw department would 
be carved, f 2 a  threatening t o  cu t  off federal  funde from school d i e r r i c t e  which do not 
comply wlth HlWJ desegregation guidelines. 

On the other  side of  Capitol W l l ,  the U. S. Senate passad a b i l l  calling fo r  the 
new departmeat on April  9, but only a f t e r  a b i t t e r  debate over tha voluntary prayer question. 

%a Senate had passed language similar  t o  that adopted by the house on April 5. 
%Wn~ored by Son. Jeoae Helms, B-N. C., the language was @truck from the  Setrate version 
four days later and attached t o  a Supreme Court jur isdict ional  b i l l  given l i t t l e  chance of 
passage. 

Helm has t h ~ e a t w e d  t o  introduce h ie  language a s  of ten  as necessary t o  force both 
howas t o  act on tha tiensAt%vtve prayer issue. 

congreaeloaal obeemers f ee l .  t ha t  conservative members a r e  accomplimhiag a dual 
objecttve by spaaenr$ng such language i n  the debate over the  Departmeat of EducatOwu. 
They can go on record in support of  prayer In  the ochooLe while at  the same time opposing 
*at thay c w i d a r  the threa t  of yet  another federal  bureaucracy. 

lbgadlera of t he i r  reasoning, the prayer ~ n d m e n t  to  the b i l l  is generally Been as 
detrimental to  its chances of paesage. 

Son of W,wiiioaary Baptist Preaa 
Qlled %n Crash 6/12/79 

ABI?,PdFE, Texae (BP)--Hoke Smith 111, eon of Southern Baptist miseiouary Wanda Smith 
and ths Xatc Rake Smith Jr., died i n  Abilene, Texas, Sunday, June 10, followfag a mtorcycle- 
car  col l i~~%on,  
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Detai ls  wero unavailable. 

Smith, 21, was a nus i~ ia rn  i n  Abilene. He attended Hardin-Siiicna University i n  
Abilene during the 1977-78 term. 

A June 14 funeral service i n  Lcq~vicw, Texas, is pendinp the a r r i v a l  of  h i s  mother 
a d  brother frmi Cal i ,  Colombia, and a s i s t e r  from Gunremala. RTL'2er Funeral tlome, i n  
Longviw is handling orram,eneats. 

The vict im was born i n  Belton, Texas, while h i s  m~issionary parents were on furlough. 
Since her husband'n death i n  1970, Mrs. Snith has t ~ u g h t  muaic a t  Internat ional  Daptist 
Theological Seminary i n  Cali. 

Besides h i e  mother, survivors include a brother,  Parker Smith of Call;  two s i s t e r s ,  
Arleigh Smith (Pa. Tcm) Kennedy, a Peace Corps worker i n  C-ue.tenul3, and Lesesae Smith 
(Plts. C. A.) Jenkins of Abilene; o maternal grandmether, Mrs. Henry L. Ihrner  of  totewiew: 
and a patarnal firandnother, Mrs. 'Evelyn P. Baker of Charleetan, S. C. 

Quick Action Averts Baptist  Press 
Disaeter a t  Glorietn 6/12/79 

CLORLETA, N.M. (3P)--A near discs te r  wes avertei a t  Glorieto (3.11.) Baptist  Gclnf ercnce 
Center June 8 because of quick ac t ion  by t he  center 's  f i r e  dapartnent followiny, a chlorine 
~ o s  leak. 

A t a t o l  af 32 persons receive; Mlergency tredtnent,  but only eiyht  require.:! ovcrni,?ht 
hospi tal izat ion,  A l l  c f  the persons affected by the ?as were conference canter @nployec~ 
except two, Neil Jackson and hhis son, John o f  Nashville. Jackson i s  a consultant i n  
the Sudny School dapartnent cf the Sunclny Schhocl ncarcl, r~hich owns and operztes the 
conference ccnter.  

Several ~f the  persons involvwl i n  the incident were hospitalized because of other 
problems such as hfgh bluoc! preosure,diabetcs and a l l l e ~ i e s ,  instead of inhalat ion of 
chlorina gas. 

The chlorine .gas escaped f r m  cylinder picked up i n  Albuquerque by s conference 
center employee when reeular  delivery of cylinders by n chetrical cmpnny in Albuquatque 
was late. The chlorine was need& lmrcediatcly f r r  use i n  the centcr 's  water en8 waste 
water systems. Several calls had been made t o  the chemical cmpany requestin,? delivery 
of the chlorine, sa id  Larry Haslan, cnnference center manager. 

Haslam, who first: discovered the leak, sai' treatment was begun buwdiatcly on the 
affected individuals by members of the conference center f i r e  department who had r c c c i v d  
ins t ruc t ion  i n  deo1lt-q with a chlorine leak. 

The conference center  kaepe only enough chlorins  sn h a d  tr~ t r e a t  water an3 waste 
water for a twr, t c  threeweek period. A l l  chlorine ?us cylinders a t  the cnnference 
center are storad in  the warar ant! waste water plcntn i n  f u l l  observance with safety 
lows and r emla t i ons ,  &slLm wplsined. The chenical conpany has assured the ccnfslfence 
center chat de l iver ies  i n  the f u t u r e  w i l l  be made s t r i c t l y  on schedule t c  zvr?id ro t en t i a l  
recutrance of much problems Iiasluu added, 

Allen Ur~ae l laptiste Baptis t  Press 
Tc Refuse Division 6/12/79 

By Larry Crisnzn 

HOUSTON, Tsar (DP)--Refuse t o  bc divided and cnnquercd was the hpassicnec! plea of 
outgoiq BcuEhszn 3aptSst Convention President Jlnmy R. Allen i n  his swan-song speech 
t o  messengers t o  the  1 2 2 d  Southern Captist  Convention here. 

"he Z perceive it, we are beirq~ press& by qcxrd en2 sincere people riskit now t o  a l t e r  
our a ~ d e  frau 901d tlission Thrust," he declared. ' We lnust resist tha t  tmptntion." 

Allen, who w i l l  s t ep  down as president of  the 13.2 mil l ion member SX--the Imzee t  
Protestant denmination i n  hmerica--was sometimes eloquent, sometinen bmbararic i n  the 
anaual preeirlent ' s address. 

HI wae nanct iond  by applause three times--once ~!uriq: an introduction, cnce about 
midway t h r w ~ h  h i s  epecch anJ, f i na l l y ,  a t  the one. 

-tV)re- 



6/12/79 Page 4 Bap t i s t  Press 

Allen, who c loses  out  h i s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  tenure a f t e r  two one-year terms, a l s o  i l l i c i t e d  
a small  chorus o f  cheers from severa l  more exuberant messengers when he bellowed t ha t  
God has charged Sout l~ern Bap t i s t s  with Bold Flissicn Thrust. 

Bold Misaton Thrust is  the  name of a plan by thz  convzntion t o  p ro jec t  the  P ~ s p e l  
of Jesus Chr i s t  t o  the  world by the year 2000. 

Bsforc s teppine t o  t h e  podium t o  lower the cur ta in  on h i s  presidency, the  na t ive  
Texan struck s poignant p r o f i l e  aga ins t  the  expansive c e i l i n g  of the  Summit e s  he lowered 
h i s  head i n  prayer. 

And when messengers stood and wildly  applauded h i s  in t roduct ion,  Allen per iodical ly  
sponaed h i s  eyes with a handkerchief. 

Behind the  podium, Allen was a changed man. 

"We must remain a B i b l e - ~ a l i e v i n ~ ,  Bible-sharing, Bible-obeying people committed t o  
t h e  Lordship of Chriot," the  pas to r  of F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church, San Antonio, boomed. 

:4essengers reacted with  hoarty applause. 

"The Bible says ,  'Go ye i n t o  a15 the  world and prench the  gospel t o  every creature ,"  
Allen reminded messengers. 

Allen se lec ted  f o r  h i s  powerful speech the  t i t l e  of "Bold "fission Thrust: While X t  
Is Yet Day," 

''In 3is h a z i n g  Grace, IZe has chosen us. .  .you.. .and you.. .and you.. .and me.. . t o  b@ 
E i s  coaduits of transforming. power," h l l e n  preachet! t o  sporadic y a l l i w .  

.:The wonder of i t  all l Wo a r e  still, thank Cod, a movement of the  people.': 

Allen s t ressed  he s t i l l  considers Southern Bap t i s t s  cod's picked people t o  evangelize 
the  world, but only i f  they maintain z ,'comnlitment t o  p r i o r i t i e s . , '  

Bo cautioned messengers aga ins t  s t r ay ing  i n t o  a maze of argument over b i b l i c a l  
otthodo-q ins tead of s t i c k i n g  t o  Bold t l i ss ion Thrust. 

"Bold Kission Thrust i s  the occasion for us t o  break out  of tha past  pa t t e rns  of 
port--tha comitrrrent i n t o  a new i n t e n s i t y  of miss ions , '  he sa id .  

According t o  h l l e n ,  t h e  key t o  whether the vis ion  of 301c! Miseioa Thrust assumes the  
focus of r e a l i t y  lies i n  the f a c t  t h a t  " t i m e  is running out ." 

"The n igh t  cmeth," h l l z n  ndnonishec! repeatedly ,  

The spactrt? of t h e  coming n i ~ h t  min i fes t s  i t s e l f  i n  :.rhEt he termed darknoss i n  the  
world. lie daocribed t h i s  phenononon as the  "malignant darkness of sin.' '  

"The curae of darkness cleets i ts  march i n  Jesus Chr i s t ,  tho is  working 'while i t  is  
y e t  dny, f o r  night cometh,'" he s a i d  triumphantly. 

"The ca l l  t o  u s  i s  n o t  f o r  panic react ion.  We are not  t o  be paralyzed by fear. We 
are not t o  bs hyped up by a r t i f i c i a l  s p i r i t u a l  adrenalin.  fJe are t o  den1 with l i f z  one 
moment at a t i m o .  No time should be l o s t .  110 energy should be wasted. IJO tnst. f o r  God 
should be postponed. Be c a l l s  US t o  jo in  Hid!  i n  harvest ,  i n  av~akening, i n  rev iva l ,  i n  
mission. Aight cometh. But i t ' s  not hare  ye t .  Let u s  claim H i s  power and vic tory, . .whi le  
i t  is yet day." 

Adrian Rdgors Bapt is t  Press 
Elected SBC President  6/12/7q 

IlOUSTOEf,Texaa (BP)--In an apparent exprassion of concern over the i s sue  of b i b l i c a l  
inerrancy wi th in  the  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention, messangers e lec ted  "conservative" 
candidate .Adrian P. Rogers, p s s t o r  of the  10,00@-member Bellevua Bapt i s t  Church i n  Nemphis, 
as presiCent of the 13.2 mi l l ion  member body on the  first b a l l o t .  

Robers swamped f i v e  o the r  candidates i n  garner ins  51,3rj percent of tho votcs  and 
avoiding a run-off. Rogers, who had been endorsed by r,!. A. Crischtell, pastor  o f  F i r s t  
B q t i s t  Church, Dal las ,  during t h e  pr2-convention Southern J a p t l s t  Pastors' Conference, 
w l s  1?3~irc.t3(1 hy i3omer Lisdszy S r .  . p.nscor aaeritus 0 7  ?i~s:. Rxtltfst Ch-zrch J:ckssnvill:i,, 
Fla . ...T Y *  y - - -. 
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In a reversal of form, hgwevcr, Abnar McCa11, president of Baylor University, 
Waco, Texas, defeated T. A. Patterson, retired executive secretary of the Baptist General 
Convention of  Texas, Pattertrcn, supported by those advocating biblical inerrancy as an 
issue lost, to McCall, 2,905 (54.4 percent) to 2,431 (45.5 percent) in a runoff. 

McCall was one of five other candidates defezted by Rogers in the presidential 
electLon. 

The following day, the convcnti~n was scheduled to  elect a second vice president 
from among four nominees. They are Homer Li~dsay Jr., pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville, Fla.: Roy Ladd, pastor of Baptist Temple, Hcuston; Don Touchton, Tmpa Day, 
Fla., pastor; and Milton Cunningham, pastor of Westbury Baptist Church, Hcuston. 

During the opening address of the Pastnrs' Conference, Rogers expressed fear that 
liberalism was takins over Baptist colleges, universities and ssminaries. 

Immediately eftor his election, Rogers said, "I have come not with blood in q 
eyes but with love in my heart, I've learned in the pastorate that you can do mmre 
by affirming something than by tearing it down. 

"I'm not so much a crusader as a leader and a helper," he continued. "The presidency 
of the Southern Baptist Convention does mean that certain people feel. certain ways or a 
certain man would not be elected, but that doesn't mean he has control of the convention," 

Rogers pledged "100 percent support'' for continuing the emphasis in the denomtnation 
on 3old Mission Thrust, the S3C plan to proclaim the gospel to the entire world by 
the year, 2000. 

The Memphis pastor received 6,129 of the 11,933 votes cest. 

First runner up in the race for the SI3C preaidency was Robert Naylor, retired 
president of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. Naylor, 
who was nominated by John Sullivan, pastor of Broadmore Baptist Church, Shreveport, La., 
recelved 2,791 o f  the votes or 23.33 percent. 

The remainder of the ballots were cast for William L. Self, pastor of Wieuca 
Road Daptist Church Atlanta, Ga., 1,673 votes; McCall, 643 votes; Doug Watterson, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Knoxville, Tenn., 474 votes; end C. E. Price, vice-president 
of Westinghouse Corp., Pittsburgh, Pa,, 223 votes. 

Rogers, 48, was born in West Palm Beach, Fla., and was captain of his hieh school 
football team. He holds a bachelor of arts degree from Stetson University, DeLand, 
Fla.; and a master of theolozy degree frtjln New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary; 
and received the D.D. frcm Trinity College, Clearwater, FLa., and the Lett. D. from 
California Graduate School of Theology, Glendale, Calif. 

SDC Messengers React 
To Adrian Rogers' Election 

Baptist Press 
6/12/79 

HOUSTON, Texas (Bp)--Messenger reaction to the first-ballot election of Adrian 
Rogers as president of the Southern Captist Convention Was mixed but few felt it signals 
a shift to ultraconservativism. 

Messengers polled by naptist Press, however, do expect some shift to a more conserva- 
tive theological stance, a position meny believe has been the position of the convention 
all along. 

Most meosengers polled expressed satisfaction with Rogers' election as president 
of the 13.2 million member denomination, the nation's largest protestant denomination. 

"I don't attach much significance to it (the first ballot victory) ,'I said Narjorie 
Harris of Nashville, Tenn. "I jkst think It is because he is a decent man." 

"Well," satd Bob Hollingsworth, pastnr in Riceville, Tenn., "it looks like tha con- 
vention is ultraconservative. I know he (Rogers) is ultraconservative. But I don't think 
you can read too much into it; we have always been a conservative denomination." 

- more - 



6/12/79 Paqe 6 Bap t i s t  Press  

One no te  which was in jec ted  i n t o  Rogers e l e c t i o n  which has not been i n  any recent  
SBC e l e c t i o n  was the quest ion of p o l i t i c s .  "I h a t e  t o  say i t ,  but i t  meant p o l i t i c s , "  
s a i d  Howard Taylor,  from Greenvi l le ,  Hiss. 

Several  gave major s ign i f i cance  t o  t h e  endorsenent of Rogers by W. A. Criswel l ,  
pas tor  o f  t h e  denomination's l a r g e s t  church, F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church of Dal las ,  and a former 
pres ident  o f  t he  convention. 

"Dr.  Criswell  okayed him, so  anybody t h a t  Criswell  says  he'd l i k e  e l e c t e d ,  g e t s  
e lected,"  s a i d  Charles Bradshatt, 79, f ron  Corpus C h r i s t i ,  Tex. 

Gary Boyd of Coleman, Texas, a l s o  noted t h a t  "Criswell 's  endorsenent c a r r i e d  a l o t  
of wei&htt' among t h e  nessenpers.  

Criswell. made a r ing ing  endorsenent of Rogers during the  opening n igh t  of the  
Southern Bap t i s t  Pas tors '  Conference, an endorsenent which drew heavy applause.  

But what meant p o l i t i c s  t o  some meant u n i t y  t o  o the r s .  

Buddie Gregg, a campus min i s t e r  from S i l v e r  Ci ty ,  N,Y., s a i d  t h e  e l e c t i o n  "meant 
the re  was a l o t  of un i ty  behind him." 

Paige Bowman, pas to r  of F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church of Woodstock, Va., added t h e  e l e c t i o n  
was "a good s i g n  of un i ty  among t h e  messengers." 

Messenger Boyd expressed r e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  b i b l i c a l  inerrancy i s s u e  did  not  become 
d i v i s i v e ,  "I came hoping t h e r e  wouldn't be controversy over t h e  b i b l i c a l  inerrancy 
I s sue ,  a s  t h e r e  could have been. The messengers i n  general  wanted t o  avoid confrontation." 

Some f e l t  t h e  conservat ive  element would be s t ronger ,  a s  d id  Jerry  Gl lsson,  pas to r  
of Leawood B a p t i s t ,  Memphis, Tenn. "This r ep resen t s  a t rend t o  t h e  r i g h t  a f t e r  years  of 
moving t o  t h e  l e f t .  However, t h a t  doesn ' t  mean t h e  convention i s  becoming u l t r a -  
conservntive l i k e  some people think." 

Another, B i l l  Pat terson,  pas to r  of Buffalo Bapt is t  Church i n  Buffalo,  Ky., s a id :  
''I th ink t h e  e l e c t i o n  means t h a t  the neasengers want some focus on evangelism while 
upholding t h e  Bible.  But I don't  th ink i t  t~i .11 be  b i b l i c a l  orthodoxy ins tead  of Bold 
Mission Thrust .  

"I think h i s  e l e c t i o n  w i l l  be  unifying. The b i b l i c a l  inerrancy people no longer 
have a b i g  i s sue .  I th ink  i t  has taken the  steam out  o f  t h e i r  campaign without b lunt ing 
Sold Mission Thrust , " 

A deacon from Garewood Bap t i s t  Church i n  Houston, Harvey Black, expressed hope t h a t  
Rogers w i l l  be ab le  t o  "make conservatism more dominant i n  the  convention." 

Among t h e  messengers who f e e l  Rogers e l e c t i o n  is  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  t h e  conservat ive  
viewpoint came t hese  coments :  

"I th ink it is  a r e s u l t  of something t h a t  has  been fermenting i n  our convention f o r  
years.  People seem t o  t h i n k  t h e r e  needs t o  be something done. There's a f e e l i n g  t h e r e  
are some people i n  our seminaries who don ' t  hold t h e  vlewpoiot Rogers and others-hold .  I 
think t h e  e l e c t i o n  i s  a statement of t h e  f e e l i n g ,  'Let ' s  qe t  on with i t  . . . ' , ' I  s a i d  Murray 
Hardy, pas to r  of Bethel Bap t i s t  Church i n  New Caney, Texas. 

"I th ink  i t  means we're headed upwards. People a r e  saying, 'Let ' s  g e t  back t o  t h e  
b a s i c s , '  We a r e  going t o  have t o  ge t  back t o  simple unadulterated preaching of Jesus  and 
t h a t ' s  what Adrian does ,If s a i d  Rudy Hernandez, an evange l i s t  from Grand P r a i r i e ,  Texas, 

Davld French of Swartz Creek, Mich., added: "The key t o  t h e  whole thing is that 
(Robert) Naylor got defeated.  That was l i k e  vo t ing  againet  grandma. I th ink  Naylor 
was picked by t h e  establishment a s  a popular candidate who could de fea t  Rogers.:' 

One messenger, Luther Burton, pas to r  of Chapel by t h e  Sea Bapt is t  Church on Tybee 
Is land,  Ga., colllmented: "I th ink  t h i s  is  a s t e p  i n  the  d i r e c t i o n  whereby t h e  ultra- 
conservatives would l i k e  t o  g e t  i n  c o n t r c l  of the convention. Especia l ly  would they l i k e  
t o  g e t  con t ro l  of the. seminaries,  but thank goodness we have boards of t rus tees . ' '  

Ignoring t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and theo log ica l  d isputes .  o the r  messengers commented they 
were glad Rogers was e lec ted .  

'He's b i b l i c a l l y  sound and can pick uo t h e  gaun t l e t  from Brother (Jimmy) Allen," 
sa id  Charles Itiller of Glenmorn, La. 

Added Joyn GambZin of Kevil, Ky.: "I think he i s  God's man f o r  t h e  hour. I feel 
t h e r e ' s  a sense of d i v i s i o n  amng Southern B a p t i s t s  and he 's  t h e  man who can br ing  us 
together.  " - 30 - 



SBC News Room 

News The Summit, Houston 
(713) 850.9127 
Wilmer C. Fields 
SBC Press Representative 
Robert O'Brien 
News Room Manager 
Norman Jameson 
Photography/Features Manager 

Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Seminaries Report 

HOUSTON, June 12--Most messengers a t tending Tuesday nishpht's sess ion  of the  122nd 
Southern Bap t i s t  Convention i n  the  S u m i t  applauded the  pres idents  of the  denomination's 
s i x  theolsgicol  seminaries a f t e r  they reported t o  the Convention. 

Coupled with a lack af response from the Convention f l o o r  t o  the  repor t s ,  the 
~ p p l a u s e  was noteworthy because i t  seeningly s s i d  most messengers approve of the  way the  
seminaries d id  business i n  1978. 

For weeks, t h e  seminaries and facu l ty  have cone under t i re  from severa l  
Southern Bay t i s t  leadess ,  including newly-elected pres ident  Adrian Rogers. 

Durinp Sunday' s opening sess ion of the  Southern Bap t i s t  Pastors '  Conference, 
Rogers voiced concern over t h e  l ibe ra l i sm he says is  a foo t  i n  c e r t a i n  Bap t i s t  col leges ,  
u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and seminaries,  

In t h e i r  r epor t s  t o  the  Convention, nos t  of the  pres idents  indics ted the re  has 
been no l ibe rn l i sm and deviat ion f r m  b i b l i c a l  orthodoxy on t h e i r  campuses. 

William M. Pinson Jr., pres ident  3 f  Golden Gate S e d n a t y  i n  Mll.Valley, Calif . ,  
began the seminary repor t s  by saying the  s i x  i n s t i t u t i o n s  are conmitted and responsible  t o  
southern Bapt is ts .  

Landrum P. Leavell ,  pres ident  o f  New Orleans Bap t i s t  Theological Seminary, trlld 
messenp,ers a11 h i s  f acu l ty  members a r e  "thorou&hly screened" before employment. 

b n 7  o the r  t h i n ~ s ,  the  f a c u l t y  must confirm t h e i r  subscr ipt io~n t o  the Bapt is t  Fai th  
and Message statement adopted by the  Canventicln i n  1963, L e w e l l  sa id .  

Duke K. McCall, president  of Southern Bap t i s t  Theological Seminary i n  Louisvi l le ,  Ky., 
to ld  nessenxers not  t o  worry about the  t r u s t e e s  a t  his i n s t i t u t i o n  because "you chose them 
wisely .I' He also said they are "men o f  God." 

Asserting "the seminaries belong to you," Milrcn Ferp,uson, pres ident  of Midwestern 
Bap t i s t  Theological Seminary i n  Kansas City,  ?+la,, urzed messengers t o  pray f o r  the  seminaries. 
F e y  should pray "for your sakes and f o r  t h e  sake of aur  Lord Jesus Christ ."  

Randall Lollay, pres ident  of Southwestern Bapt is t  Theoloeleal Seminary i n  flake . F o r e s t ,  
N.C. , reaffirmed the  seminaries' commitment t o  Southern Bapt is ts .  "You own t h e  seminaries ,'I 

he  said. 

Clueing the  repor t s ,  Russell  H. Dilday, president of Scuthwestern Bap t i s t  Theological 
Seminary i n  For t  Worth, pledged the  aupporr of the  seminaries t o  Bold Mission Thrust. 

-30- 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Secand Vice President 

HOUSTON, June 13--In a.run-off elect ion,  Don Touchton, pastor of Central Baptist 
Church, Brandon, Fla., was elected second vice-president o f  Chs Southern Baptlat Con- 
ven rion. 

Touchton, paator of the 400-member church, was nominated as  a "great pastor of a 
small church'' who w i l l  represent the majority of Southern Baptist churches which a r e  
not large "super churches". 

Touchton received 56.89 percent of the  run-off votee against Homer G. Lindsay Jr., 
pastor of F i r s t  Baptis t  Church, Jacksonville, Fla., and innnediatc past president of the  
Southern Baptist Pastors '  Conference. 

Other nominees i n  the f i r s t  e lect ion for  the second vice-presidency ware Roy Ladd, 
pastor of Baptist Temple, Houston, and Milton Cunningham, pastor of Houston'e Westbury 
Baptist  Church and current president of the Texas Baptist  Convention. 

Other new convention o f f i ce r s  Include Adrian Bogera, pastor of Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Memphis, president, and Abner McCall, president of Baylor University, Waco, f i r s t  
vice preeident. 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Baptist  Fai th  and Message Affirmation 

HOUSTON, June 13--Like fa ther ,  l i k e  son, 

This adage captures t he  s p i r i t  of act ion taken by measengers attending Wednesday 
morning's session of the 122nd Southern Baptist  Convention when they approved a motion by 
a former Convention president.  

With minimum discussion In  the Summit, the messengers approved the  motion of  Wayne 
Dehmey of  Louisville.  Ky., ca l l ing  for  a reaffireration of the Scriptures  sect ion of the  
1963 Baptis t  Fai th  and Message statement. 

Adopted by the  Convention i n  Kansas City the h i s t o r i ca l  statement amounts t o  a de- 
c la ra t ion  of the fundamental be l i e f s  held by most Southern Baptists.  

The 1963 statement a l so  represents an updated version of a report  of a committee 
which f i r s t  presented it t o  the  Convention Ln 1925. 

Dehoney's motion, f i r s t  presented t o  the Convention on ~uesday ,  apparently was in- 
spired by a f l a p  on b i b l i c a l  inerrancy (without error)--an issue which has raged a t  the 
Houston mee t iq .  

Dehoney's o r ig ina l  motion cal led fo r  the Convention t o  reaffirm the 1963 Baptist  
Fai th  and Message statement which he raid wae adopted t o  "serve a s  information t o  the 
churches and agencies of the Southern Baptist  Convention." 

A key part of the statement, according t o  Dehoney, reads tha t  the Bible "has God 
f o r  its author, salvat ion fo r  its end, and t ru th ,  without any mixture of e r ror ,  f o r  i t s  
mattar .I1 

Speaking t o  messengers Wednesday, Dehoney said he j u s t  returned from a press con- 
ference involving newly-elected Convention President Adrian Rogers, a s t r o w  proponent of 
b ib l i c a l  inerrancy. 

Dehoney said Rogers to ld  him he had h i s  peruission t o  t e l l  the Convention body t h a t  
the two agree on b i b l i c a l  i n f a l l i b i l i t y .  

The two agree the Bib le t s  "original autographs" were without e r ror ,  Dehoney explained. 

Exhorting the Convention t o  lay aside the questlon of b ib l i c a l  inerrancy a f t e r  agreeing 
on s c r ip tu r a l  va l id i ty ,  Dehoney drew applause when he asked messetqers t o  a r r i ve  at unity. 

Larry Lewts, pastor of Tower Grove Eaprist  Church i n  Ridgeland, Miss.. supported 
Dehoney's motion, s n y i n ~  he "thanks God" Southern Baptis ts  a r e  people who continue t o  be 
"of the Dook. " 

Herschel Hobbs, of Oklahoma City, a former Convention president who served a s  chair- 
man of the committee that drafted the 1963 version of the  Baptist  Fai th  and Message atate- 
ment , supported ~ehoney  ' s motion. 

Hobbs eaid those who served on the  conmittee i n  the early 1960's accepted the i n f a l l i -  
b i l i t y  of the  Ilible as a QMtteF of course. 

There was never a "squeak" of discussion about the inerrancy of sc r ip ture ,  Hobbs said. 
The only opposition t o  Dehoney's motion was  presented by B i l l  Brock of Brandenton, 

Fla., who read a poet ic  statement i n  which he described the Bible a s  being an oasis in the 
deser t  of l i f e . "  

"To accept inerrancy is t o  deny the grass  exis ts ,"  h o c k  eaid 
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HOUSTON, June 13--Evangelist Dilly Graham said i n  a news conference here Wednesday 
tha t  the Strategic  A r m s  Limitation Treaty (SALT 11) does not go far enough, and expressed 
f ea r s  t ha t  its adoption w i l l  give the wcrld a f a l s e  sense of securi ty  tha t  world peace is 
eminent. 

"But SALT 11 doesn't even touch on some of the worst weapons," Graham said pr ior  t o  
h i s  appearance a t  the Convention. 

Decrying the f a c t  t ha t  the nation spends $400 b i l l i o n  on defense every year, Graham 
added, "Just think what thcr much money could do t o  feed a hungry world." 

Graham said he feared tha t  even with SALT 11, dozens of nations not included i n  the 
t rea ty  could develop nuclear weapons. 

"Someone l i k e  I d i  h i n  w i l l  get  them and push the button t o  save himself, and it 's 
l i ke ly  t o  s t a r t  a nuclear chain reaction involving the whole world," Graham said,  

Fielding a wide-range of questions, Graham a lso  touched on homosexuality, the so- 
called fa i rness  doctr ine i n  te levis ion broadcasting, commented on the death of John Wayne, 
gave h i s  be l i e f s  on the Bible as the i n f a l l i b l e  Word o f  God, an issue which has caused 
controversy i n  the 13.2 mil l ion member denomination t h i s  year. 

Commenting on a current controversy i n  the SBC w e r  "liberalism" which r e j ec t s  the 
Bible a s  the  inerrant  Word of God, Graham reaffirmed h i s  own personal bel ief  that  the 
Bible "is the i n f a l l i b l e  Word of God." 

He said he was delighted t o  bema  Baptist  and tc  attend the Southern Baptist  Conven- 
t ion  f o r  there is no other re l ie tous  denominaticn l i k e  it i n  the worlC. He added tha t  the 
charge of  l iberal ism comes up during the Sl3C almost every year, f o r  i t  i a  a "wcrld prob- 
lem" tha t  has existed ever s ince Adam and Eve. 

Graham was highly complementary of Pope John Paul 11, saying he is "probably the 
most able  Pope In  our ganeraticn" and has more charisma than any Pope with the possible 
exception of Pope John. 

He was a l so  complementary of Adrian Rogers, tho newly-elected president of the 
Southern Baptist  Conventisn, sayin3 he is  "one of the best  f r iends I have." 

Asked why he has not ~ i v e n  stroa:er support t o  Anita Dryant's campzign against 
homosexuality, Graham repeated h i s  views t ha t  hamosexucrlity is  a s in ,  but is one of many 
sins. "The Lord has not cal led m e  t o  lead e crusade on any par t icu la r  s i n ,  but has 
called me to preach the ~ o s p a l . "  

Asked about the cancel lat ion of Baptist  evangelist  James Rnbison's te levis ion program 
by WFU-TV i n  Dallas because of Robison's statements on hcmosexucuelity, Graham said he had 
never had any problems with te levis ion s t a t i ons  cancellin?; h i s  t e lecas t s  because of 
v io la t ion  of  the "fairness  doctrine," nor h ~ d  he f e l t  any r e s t r i c t i ons  on his preaching 
"on any subject  i n  the Giblet' (including homosexuality) because of the fairnees doctrine. 

Graham expressed deep personal loss  :n the deeth of Actor John Wayne, saying "a 
part  o f  America died when John Wcryne died. 

Citing his fr iendship with Wayne, Graham recallec? one incident i n  which Wayne 
laughed so hard he ep i l led  champagne all over h i s  head and coat. "Preacher, everybody's 
going t o  think you've been drink in^ , " Wayne laughed, 

Asked about h i s  relat ionship ae a "religious counselor" t o  presidents,  Graham sa id  
he 's  not sure he's ever been a rel igious counselor t o  any president, and tha t  he's never 
been invi ted by aap t i s t  President Jbmy Carter t o  come t o  the White House, but if invited, 
he would go. 

-more- .. -. . - 
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He told reporters  t ha t  the Watergate experience aeemed "demonic" to  him, but 
denied tha t  he ever sa id  former President Uixon had d m n s .  

Graham a l so  took i ssue  with some of the things publimhed about him by Marshall 
Fraidy, but he refused t o  c i t e  spec i f ic  inaccuracies i n  Fraidy's book. H e  added tha t  
Fraidy, author of a b io~ raphy  on Graham, never took any notes or  used a tape recorder 
i n  t he i r  interviews, and questioned "how a man can quote you accurately some days l a te r . "  

Graham said tha t  the center of Chris t iani ty seems to  be sh i f t i ng  from America t o  
Asia and Africa, c i t i n g  predictions tha t  85 percent of Africa south of the  Sahara may 
someday be Christian. H e  pointed t o  tremendous revivals  going on i n  Korea, Hong k n g ,  
Taiwan, and Singapore where he recently held crusades. 

Graham however refused to get In to  a deta i led  discussion of peace i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  
the 14iddle East, o r  Bible prophecies on the Middle East, saying i t  would take more time 
than he had and was "too complicated." 

He said he was del lshted t o  see' I'tha f i r s t  s teps  toward peace," and cal led for  
Christians t o  support e f f o r t s  f o r  m r l d  peace and nuclear disarmament. 

By J i m  Newton and Orvi l le  Scott ,  11:40 a.m., Wednesday 
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Porter Rwuth Reuolution 

Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

HOUSTON, June 13--Messen~oxs tn the Southern fidprist  Convention hers honorer! retiria? 
executive secretary-treasurer nf its executive committea Weilnesdmy by adoptinv a resolu- 
tion declarins that 'Southern Baptists nre bertcr people because o f  his work awn? thcm." 

Rauth, whose retiremnt tekea ef fect  July 31, has served i n  the chief aclminiatrative 
post for the d e d n o t i o n  alnce 1951, 

Before that he served ,as secretary of survey for the 3nptist Puncay Schoal Board, 
as editor of the Beptlet Messencor of Oklahona, as secretary af Brotherhod and pronotion 
for the Baptist General Conventf.cn of  Oklahoma, and as instructor i n  journalisrt st Oklahom 
Baptlet Univar~lty.  

The hckhart, Taxas niitive, whr will be 69 on July 14, vas cited as leadin'r the 
denmiantion in its period of nost extensive mrowrh. hr inq  hls 29 years as executive 
secretary-treasurer the number of  S3C congre~ations incrc.nse? from 2(3,283 t o  more than 
35,900, while church membership yrew fr,-m 7,373,498 to wre t h ~ n  13 milli~n. 

Contribuclons to the doneminatinn ' s Cooperative Prxran method nf  f inancine i t s  
missi@n&ry and educational proc,rams hnvz increaoeb from $21.5 million to $150 crillim 
tota l  mialsion ~ i f t r  from $37.2 to $318.3 dl l ior . .  

The rearnluticn paid tribute t o  ~3uth's ''persr?nal c'edicntinu to  Jesus Christ, h i s  
personal discipl ine a8 nn nccamplished administrator and Leader and h i s  peraonkl loyalty 
to  3apti l t  ideale cnZ tnuaes." 

-3% 
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Bold Mi881'm 
While It Is Yet Dey! 

Brotherhood Report 

EI(WS!E##* June 13--Baptist M1s organizatiantl i n  Texas and neighboring ratatas now 
have a w1L organized disaster  r e l i e f  program tha t  can respoad quickly an? af fec t ive ly  
t o  emsrpency needs, ~neeaengere to  tho &luchern Baptist Convention were to ld  Wedneeday. 

Bob Dirran of Dallsa, executive director o f  Texas Baptist Hen, said t ha t  when 
tornadoes h2t Mchita Palls ,  Tex., and neighboring areas last  April ''we had 70 trained 
men ready to go and help within an hour a f t e r  we wsra aorlfied." 

Similar ualtm from the Oklahoma and Louisiana man's qroupe alga were on the a l e r t ,  
with those Orom Oklahoma offer ing major aemistance t o  to-do victims i n  Lawton. Other 
Baptist -'a unitrr rtaspouded t o  naedr in the Jackson, Mas., f laoda, ha raid. 

"WE went with food, groceries, clothing and with the Iwe nf God in our hearts," 
Dlxon said, noting t ha t  t h i s  i r  j u r t  me o f  the  ways in  which RBntist men arr now sharing 
the good news of Christ. 

Dixoa'e report caee during t he  Brotherhood ~ i a r o i o n ' a  report t o  the  convention. 
Nonnan Godfrey, director  of  ministr ies ,  said a record 15,868 churchas had Brotherhnod 
organizatioae i q  2978 nnd more thnn a million pereons took part i n  World Mssioae Conferancaas 
which the Brotherhood helps aponsor. 

Jack A l i p n e ,  Livermare, Calif.  , chairman of the cammisarSon, recal led the death 
of G l e n d a  &Cullough, the c d s a i o n l s  executive director ,  i n  Aumst 1978. 

"Ek, lad w i n  a dynamic way," Deligansl said. "We covet your prsyors for the ecrarch 
c d t t o r  as t h y  aeek God's man for the Brotherhood C ~ s 8 l o r ~ ; "  

Since &Cullouqhla death a cabinet oE four eectiort directore hae led the s t a f f .  
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Bdd Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Dr. Wana Ann Fort Paature 

Dr. Wana Am Fort is a guC6y lady. 

Shet@ outspoken, well-educated, sonletimes inLnttqid4qthg. But that's never limited 
het...not in the United States or in Zimbabwe Rhdsdia. 

For 24 years--five terma of service--Dr. fort and her husband Dr. M. Giles Fort Jr. 
ministered medically and evanqeliaticslly tq the Shona people, one of the two main tribes 
in Rhodesia. 

Whan the Forte arrived in 1953, the Sanyati Baptist Hospital compound, a two-ram clinic 
of mud and poles looked just like other African buildinge excepi far i t s  t i n  roof. 

With their two-year-old son, Gilaa IIZ, they l ived  with mother rnissiona~y couple k 
a mall hort'sc. Since then, the clinic has qrown to n full functioning hnspiral, several 
houaes and outer buildings. 

Well it wss functioninq, stsffed with missionaries from the Southern Baptist %reign 
lfilir~ion Board like tha Forra, until the murder o f  mlscll~mnry Archie Dunaway on June 15, 1978 
by guerrilla forces. 

Althaugh Dr. Fort was Qn furlou~h in the Unitad States when hnaway was ki l l ed ,  sh3 
aays tho leillrra were men known to her, terrorist followerr of Joshua Nkotno. 

"Mt. NkplPa's men killed Archie an3 twg Catholic priests," Dr. Fort said, unabashed. 
"They burrred m d  destroyed Sesaarie atation (p.  clinic compound acrass the river) and 
threatened ather pastnrs and leaders. 

"These terrorists have murdered the head man of R village in f r a t  of the people to 
intimidate the villagers. 

"Once they even eut off the lip of a msn and made his wife cook it aad eat it," Dr. 
Port sdd, 

*'All mar Bhodeaia, (Robert kgabe, hader a£ the e~storn factinn of the guerrilla 
alliance, the Patroiotic Front) and :,k. Nkono have intimidated tha people. Thaee two 
warring fac~ione will never be happy with a part of the qavemmnt," Dr. Fort maintained. 
"They wmf power. '* 

When Dr. Fort shared her story at !doman's Hissionary Union's annul meeting j ua t  prior 
t3 the Southern Baptist Convention tn Houston, she had only mamanta to toll what the church 
meant EQ her l i f e .  

A few lnoatwto is not lon? enough to t e l l  her st?ry. 

It began in  a a l l  buisi,ma town a5 the old~st of seven dsughterr o f  a t m  lawet. 
"Dddp taught us to pray. ..but he only attended church once a year--of course his old 
home ~ h n r ~ h  only met once a year on Memorial Day," she raid. 

%ddy didn't r+ally want me to be a medical missionary. He just couldntt ua3arstend 
why we would bavs  all the things we would have here." . - .  

daddy a d d ,  ' Isn't it a ehame Giles. t a ~ k  W w  llnn met to  Rhodesia?' b m a  
just answered, 'You'd batter be glad she has Gilre wlth her. ShetJ have gone auywa$'!" 

Ikr furlough gineo the end of Nay 1978, ahmtly before Dun~way's murder, Dr. Fort has 
spear the tima speskinq in churches, 

In Smfati she was always warldnq at sometkinq--part-time at the hoeaittrl insher 
speciality pediatrics, full-tima in keepinp, the hnsp$td books, evan argirnizinq and antin~ng 
as cn-premident f t 'a  rau with ~n A f t  

-ad@ bnveatien,%fi&ston, ~ u n e  1244,1979 - , ,, 
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The Forts wero to  return t o  Rhodesia i n  Juw, but the nale Dr. Port w i l l  not cum- 
plere a residency i n  cmethesiolory until  June, 1?DO. 

"Our f irst  pr io r i t y  is Sanyati i f  we can l i v e  &a- wcrli at the hospital," the fernole 
Dr. Fort said. No missionaries hava lived at  the campoum? since Dunaw4yta death, a l t h o u ~ h  
eome docrmerr coaarute a few day8 each week. 

The Forts second choice would be t o  servo as misoionarics but on loan to  the 
SalisbW Bcdiccl school. 

Althoqh it m y  eoud as i f  D r .  Fczt t6 l i f e  hss been easy--free of the nitfalls 
ofran 6qsrStanced by prof ~ s s i o n a l  wonen, t' l c t e  just notrao,:' she said. 

Dr. Forc said she m i ~ h t  have been l e s s  free to have p: career and family In the 
United States. She reared f i v e  sons, four born in the Sanyati hcspital.  In Rbdeeia, 
Ilhe explained, she was not constantly bombarded with weatern cul ture reetriftions. 

Dr. Port is . impoticnt with the p o l i t i c a l  climate which exists in Rbd.esi3 and the 
attitudes about Rhodesia avidant i n  U.S. policy. 

"It ae-s the U.S. govemmnt wuld rather have a communiet ru l e  a? a bloodbath 
t h  the preesnt government (of Dishop Abel T. Yluzorma, recently elected by the Rhodesian 
pop la )  ," &he said. 

If  the people chose the government and we cooperate with other countries which have 
never ha4 free slections, just one party elect ions or military coups, then we should re- 
eo@ze the [.,averment there. 

''It takes t i n e  fox c h n ~ e s  t o  take place, but thinpe are on the r iph t  track (in 
Rhodesia). 

"If that government could be recc~nizec! and t r d e  end imports bezun, then mybe 
they'd ba atrong anouzh t o  b r w  the :overnutent tower1 what the U.S. rjwemaent think@ 
they s h M  be." 



Baptht: Fully a t  Astrodome 
Bold Mission 

While It 1s Yet Day! 

SBC News Room 
The Summit, Houston 
(713) 850-9127 
Wilrner C. Fields 
SBC Press Representative 
Robert O'Brien 
News Room Manager 
Norman Jerneson 
Photography/Features Mensger 

HOUSTON, June 13---The Bold Mission Thrust r a l l y  of the Southern Baptis t  Convention 
Wednesday night was not your ordinary Baptist  convention session. 

It w a s  the la rges t  gathering of Southern Baptiata ever aesembled i n  the United 
Status aad the  largest missionary dedication service i n  history. 

Zha building wae the Astrodome. 

The congregation numbered 48,000 stacked i n  t i e r s  on s i t e ,  plus countlesr 
te levision viewers. 

The choir had 4,000 voicee. 

The hynmal wae the electronic scoreboard. 

The carpet w a s  as t ro tur f .  

The colors of rtained gl3ss windows were seemin  the  f l a ~ s  o f  50 s t a t e s  and 94 
nations. 

The order of service l i s t e d  5,700 names of home and foreign mieeionarier, and those 
names flashed across the scoreboard. 

The choir director  was Cliff  Barrows. 

The preacher was B i l l y  Graham. 

And the a l t e r  c a l l  brought forth 3,000 parsons. 

It was a rechnolagical faat unprecedented i n  church related conventions and gave 
a glimpse of Southern Baptists '  scope fo r  Bold Mission Thrust. 

Thm crux o f  the service was the dedication of 1,100 pereons who had volunteered 
for dse ion  $amice since Jan. 1, 1978. 

Sonw a r e  already on the  job and were represented by etand-he. 

As they belt i n  a cross formation outlined by f lags,  1,100 peream representing 
thoee who suppart the volunteerr f inancial ly,  l a i d  hands on the i r  shoulders. 

SBC President Jimmy Allen said "these folks represent 13 million Southern Baptiefe. 
Mssions i sn ' t  just the business of miesionariea, but the businees of a l l  of us." 

These and other d e s i o a a r i e s  w i l l  receive f inancial  support i n  excess of $100 lllillion 
dol la rs  thirr year. 

Carolpa Westherford, executive director  of Wonan's Miesionary Union, prayed for  
thoee wha will croeer the  bar r ie r  t o  wicnese and minister a s  we11 a s  fo r  those who will send 
#upport. 

ExecutitMe of the Baptist mission boards whipped up mieeciotrary fervor far e v a n g e l i ~ t  
Bi l ly  Graham*# addseaa . 

Grrham sat out t o  convince the  throng t o  follow God's c a l l  t o  missionary sentice. 
I t  was not his uerual evangel is t ic  meeeage. 

G r h  told reportera he wm honored "to c a l l  persons t o  l i f e  c d t r c n t  t o  tniseioaa." 

Graham urged h i s  fellow Baptists toward an obsession with worldwide wltneae that 
would esupt in rad ica l  fentor. - 3 7 5  

SaRhem Baptist Corn<~o"n; Houston, June 12-141979 



P a ~ a  2 - Astrodome Rally 

"Go! Go! r&l Tell! T U X !  Tall!': h4 shouted. 

Quoting from the Bible and misaionnry history, he p r d s e d  fh%t Baptis ts  have 
authority to  BOB a masnee t o  proclaim, people who need the mesane, and sp i r i tua l  power 
to  ge t  the  job done. 

"God hima given t o  our denomination v i s i b i l i t y ,  acceptance, opportunity, leaderahip, 
and resources t o  take the s p i r i t u a l  in i t i a t ive , ' .  Crahan said.  

"There i s  no enetpy crisis with t%d, ' Grahzim said, ruseestin:: t ha t  Beptistcr r e ly  on 
rn3r1'8 Rofy S p i r i t  rather thnn an a r ~ a n i z a t i o n  i n  Bold Mission Thrust. 

When R r a b  invi ted persons t o  dedicate t h e i r  lives t o  missions, an e e t h t e d  
3,000 flocked t o  the as t ro tur f .  

Kneelin2 amidtat the cross  of  f l a ~ s ,  they f i l l e d  out  commitment cards and prayed 
with miesionaries servin~ as counselors. 

Mission boards personnel w i l l  follow up later t o  enable persons t o  make formal 
applicatfons for missions service. 

Technical trouble with s a t e l l i t e  connectione wiped out video i n  soma r d l y  pointo 
actaer the  nation. 

Aftar the Astrodome was a h s t  empty, choir members and technical s t a f f  
spontaneously sang the doxology, "Praise Pad f o r  '+'ham A l l  s less in5s  Flow." 

- 3 9 -  
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SBC JOG6ER1S JUBILEE 
Bold Mission 

While It Is Yet Day1 

HOUSTON, June U-Clad i n  a b r igh t  red wnrmup s u i t  and blue t rack ehoes, Euqene Graer 
wore the contented look o f  a man i n  h i e  element. 

f i e  mammoth parking l o t  of Rice University Stadium here served as t h e  s i t e  for  Greer 
and s i x  associates t o  "open1' t h e  122nd meeting of the Southern Baptis t  Gbnvsntion and thay 
d id  i t  with a brisk jog before most o f  the  Convention messengers g a t  out o f  bed. 

The awen were a few of t h e  par t i c ipan ts  i n  the s i x t h  annual SBC Jogger's Jubi lee ,  an 
event founded by Graer t o  p r a w t e  " f i tness  and fellowship." This year the run waa held aE 
four  differrent Boustoa locat ions  each marning af the  three-day convention. 

Since its Lwept ion a t  Dallas i n  1974 the  jub i lee  has cons i s ten t ly  dram 35 to 40 
jcgprs a t  the convention and several tlmes t h a t  number "running i n  the  s p i r i t "  around 
t h e  nat ion and overseas. The turnout i s  about the  same t h i s  year. 

l lFhys~ca t  f i t n e s s  is a s p i r i t u a l  matter," says Greer, program p l a n n i n ~  d i r e c t o r  f o r  
Texaa Bergtiete S t a t e  MLfiasions C6mniasion, Dallas. "God tells us t h a t  out  bodies a r e  
t a p l e e  of the Holy S p i r i t  and t h a t  we should present them as l i v i n ~ :  s a c r i f i c e s  to Him. 
How can fat ,  aadentary pastors  and denominational workers with four china g l o r i f y  God i n  
t h e i r  bodies?" 

ht 56, Greer 16 lean and w i r y .  H e  began runnine se r ious ly  i n  1965 after reading about 
Bi l ly  Erahamno uro of t h e  exercise f o r  f i t n e s s  and relaxation. 

"I was a heart a t t a c k  l30ki113 f o r  a p l a ~ e  t o  happen," he r e c a l l s .  "I j u s t  got s i c k  of 
t h a t  l i f e ,  80 5 sltarted running, not f a r  a t  f i r s t ,  but  slowly increasing my dis tance,"  

Xrr t h e  fifteen years s ince,  Greer has logged more than 12,000 miles on the road. Ria 
w a m p  jacket  i s  peppered with patches Prom various races ,  jogs and marathons. Each year 
during him bir thday week, he  runs the  number of miles corresponding t o  h i s  new age. 

A bbard member of t h e  National Jogging Assaciatian, Greer edits The S t r i d e r ,  a monthly 
tiearslettar mared for Ba;ltist jogefn~ enthusias ts .  

Grear acoffs at recent repor t s  t h a t  running nay damage wscles  and j o i n t s  and t h a t  
walking i a  b a t t e r  axsrciae. "There is  no r e a l  medical dvcumenrarion back in^ t h a t  up," 
he says. "Suse, tunain& can be a s t r a i n ,  and even dangeroue i f  you're not  ca re fu l ,  but 
i t  exereiew critical parts o f  the  bsdy--your lungs, your h e a r t  and yuur blood vesaele." 

For Grasr, t h a t t $  what glor i fy ing  God i n  the  body is all about. 

The Church Boereacion Department of the  Baptist Sunday School Wrd,  Nashville, Tenn., 
is co-sp~woria& the J o ~ p r ' r  Jub i lee  t h i s  year, and a l l  runners will receive a c e r t i f i c a t e  
of par ~5cipation. 
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H m  MlssYon Board Reception Whlks It Is Yet Day! 

HOUSTON, J w e  3.3---Bill Williamson of YAnnesota and h i s  nephew Rick Ragsr of 
Qklahoma, bath Southern Baptis t  home missionaries, and the  man who taught B i l l  In 
''juniors" m a y  School before Rick was born, gathered Wednesday at the punch and 
cockles tab le  at the  Home Miesion Board reception. 

Williamon'o wife Sarah knew the  refreshments would be good a t  South Main Bapti~t 
Church, sponsor of the rece?tion, because she enjoyed a l a t  of punch and cooklea as a 
little g i r l  growin$ up at :he Houston church. 

Tha family reunion atnoraphere at the reception was created by fmilicae and 
l ife-time fr iends with n common involvement i n  missione i n  the United States .  

William Tanner, sxecutivs d i rec tor  o f  t h e  Home Misaion Board, and other  Baptists 
o i t h  P CBFerer cr s-,eclal i n t e r e s t  i n  home missions, spent t he i r  one free afternoon of 
the Southern Baptist Cowention a t  the raceptfon. 

Tanner and Williamson tirze students together a t  Baylor University and Southweatern 
Baptist  Theological Serinary before Tanner became leader of a board with mra t h ~  
2,800 deeioa;riss. W;illiamson, formerly a hospital, chaplain mlnistcring at Mayo 
Clinic ,  is a pioneer assioas di rec tor  fo r  38 ceuntias in Minnesota. 

"Thi$ reception and tths whole convention are goad opportunities for thoea of ua 
d i r ec t l y  Snvalvad i n  home missions t o  relate what i s  going on i n  a personal way, 
Willisaeon raid.  

Carl Pogue, who taught Filllamson as a young boy ct ,.. c!!crch i n  Port  Arthur, Tcx,, 
now i s  vica president for  retiree: of Texas Baptist Men, Pogue lelrda crews of volunteer 
workete t o  a s s i s t  Killlamson i n  missLons i n  Minnesota. 

kmther missionary at: the rece1;tion who laarncd a few leasons from Pogua was 
his wn, Kenneth Pogzle. Kameth end h i s  wife, Laura are Miaeion Semicc Carp* 
wlunteerS wkth tha Ecaa !U~sLcn Board in Oklahorea City, Okla. 

Jarnets Yanq, born i n  Human, China, attended the recc7tion Wednesday ar pastor 
of tho Chinera Baptis t  Hission i n  Queens Borough o f  New Pork City. 
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Southrrn S d n a r y  Alumni Meeting 

HOIISTQN, Turoo, June 13--AaPouncem6nt of the first million-dollar g i f t  Sa the 
h4torg of @o Southam Baptirt Theological S d n a r y  highlighted the annual meeting of the 
rchaol'u alum$ arrocltrt ion here. 

More than 1,000 former rtudanta of the .  Southern Baptiat Coaoeation's oldsnt institutioc 
alga had B surprise vieir from evangelist Billy Graham, howred throe ~ n i s t ~ r r  as Al-i 
of the Ysor, and heard a report from r d n a r y  prasidant Duke K. &Call. 

' Urg;Lng the olrrrani t o  pray for  and work with n w  SBC pramideat Adrian Rogera of 
Memphis, Tlosl., &Call reported that  ha had Lnvtttd Roger8 t o  preach at  the sdnary mate 
than a ysor -0, and would re-issue that  invitation i n  EaepSng with the  s ~ ~ a , ~ ' a  long 
tradit ion of bringing Southera Baptist Convention pmsideats t o  the amput. 

McCsU raid the seminary, with 12,000 living alumni, i a  ~selebratiag Its 120th mniver- 
aary with an all-time high anrollmat of -re than 2,800 studento on its caspw i n  Louis- 
vi l l a ,  Ky. Than he announced that a recent gi f t  of more than $1 millian had booetrad t o  
$6.5 mtllton tb smouat given and piadged t o  the a e a r y ' e  endowment fund d x i . ~ ~ ,  

The audiama greeted oowe of the eevan-digit gift with a standing warion as the 
donors, Cgl. & &a. Marshall A. Snndrra of Lwievil le and the i r  daughtrr Joyce, wore 
prseeutrd. Smders, a 62-ycar-old rottred Army colonel, chaltrangrd the dunmi to uoa thei r  
energiar to q i a a i p a t e  igmrance by preaching the Word," and called on other Baptist laymen 
t o  help @me- thm reminary for  i t a  mission i n  the ymars Eo coma, 

Evma.l iat  Graham, i n  -ton for a Bold Hission rhlly lator in the day, reaffirmed 
hio warm affeettan aad fu23 support of the eQmiaary aad i t s  program, and aekcd the  audienca 
to pray for hia e d n g  crusade in Uamhvil2e, Tan. 

Adsiral Jam@ W. Kelly, rr&i& chief of Naval chaplainn; Chrvis Worno, pastor of Firat  
Bspt io t  Cburoh in Martinevllle, Va.; and Uiles Puckatt, profeesor of B;tblr a t  Grand Co~yon 
CaZlrga in Phoenix, Axis. , were honored as Alrtlaai of the Year, 

Othart pteaentad t o  the audience were South~rn fieminary graduate Harold C. B a w t t ,  
tl~lpdectrpd executive aecratary of the Southam -tiat ComaatSon Exwutivs C d C # @ ,  
and a dalagation from the Baptist World Alliance which ino1ud.d Prsrident Wvid Y.K. Wong 
and k r a l  Seretary Robert Many. 

B. &gene Ruekatt, outgoing editor of the Maryland Baptist and rxecutive 
dirsctor-rlmct of Amricaru Paitad in  Washington, D.C., vas chosen t o  lead tha alumni 
asooehtion for 1980-81, succeding Charla  Ashcraf t , executive rracref ary of the Arkansam 
Baptist Conv~srelon in L i t t l e  k c k ,  Ark., who brcomos atmi ptutdklaat this full. 

- 30 - 
By Pat P 8 t t  illo-5 : 45 p .m, , Wednesday 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Baptist  Fai th  and fifesoage 

NOUSTON, June 13--Ths Baptist  F ~ i t h  and Messago FeLlowrhlp may drop use of i ts  con- .. 
t rovers ia l  name, an executive of the conservative rel iqinus oreanlzation revealed t h i s  
afternoon. 

"IJe discussrd in our board meeting today at  noon whether t o  de le te  tho phrase, 
Baptist Faith and Message Fellowship, and t o  oparote undar the Southern Baptist  
Journal," sa id  B i l l  Powell, executive d i rec tor  of the organization and editor of the 
magszlno. The meeting was closed t o  tho public. 

"Ilaptist Faith and Message Fellowship has becornz a whippi~g boy, o scapagoat," he 
added, "Progress has been made and because of the progrese, there eeemo t o  be no 
advantaqe i n  continuing with the  name." 

SF1.G h ~ a  besn described a s  an indepcadent group dedicated ro advccacy of 
b ib l i c a l  inerrancy (without.errok)nnd seeking out of Southarn Ba?tist  l ibera l s .  

3arald Lindsell ,  president of the group arid a former ed i tor  of the  consarvstive 
evangalical mgazine, Chriatinnity Today, added: "The fuaction of it (BEIF)  has been 
to inprove the  s i t ua t i on  in the Southern (sic) convention. As f a r  25  I am 
concarncd, the  executives of B F W  should give nost derious consid@ration t o  the 
question whether o r  not tha function for which they h ~ v ~  bccn c r e ~ t e d  has bean fu l f i l l ed .  
I think tha t  is s very good thin8 tha t  should happcn." 

lo oddad: ''It i s  my opinion that thz foundction has been laid i n  such a w ~ y  
that  thc  issues are c l ea r  so that i t  would not trouble me i n  thc i ees t  i f  the 
went out of busincsr . " 

Lindtisll, who lit a f i r s  cL controversy with s book which nmes people he thinks 
are thaological l i b e r a l s  within the SBC, added: "I do not think the9pr?blem i s  
resolved but t h e  foundation has bezn laid. B W  was not created t o  be 9 p o l i t i c a l  
agency. The i s sue  has best1 aired and mde cloar  a t  t h i s  point." 

He sdd ths re  a r e  a "substnntial number of groups a t  work on t h i s  issue," and 
names Dallas Baptist  pastor,  B.A. C r i w c l l ,  Evangelist James Robison of Hurst, Texns, 
Xounron nppoll.ete judge Paul Pressler  and Dallas Bible i n s t i t u t e  d i rec tor  P ~ i g a  
Pattarson as "formidable groups. '' 

During an i n t e r v i m  following a nmvs conference for Lindsell ,  Powell sail! II3MF 
has been a "vary small organization with between 5r)C an i  2.030 mersbere:' 

11.0. Oorans Jr. of Eastonia, IJ.C,, sa id  membership records a ro  not kept bdcauso 
"the Group i s  a fellowship. ' 

Pawell, howevar, said the group is supported by 50 t o  125 chilrches, 'same of 
which contribute more often than others." 

Southera Bnptiat Journal, he said,  had a press run oE 10,000 c o p i ~  on its l e s t  
issue. Powell did not reveal  how mny paid subscriptions there a r e  t o  the publication. 

Oktcna said the eroup hopes t o  rcceivc won greater  e u p o r t  with thc phasing out  
of rht? BaEG appelation. ''It has become n name which has assumed 3 Rraat: deal of 
opprobrium Croproach), ' hc said .  

Owens, who i e  chairman of the  board of BFm, eoid that while BFHF "my have 
served tha purpose, wc st i l l  havent r tran the bottle. . .havenT t gained any ground. 
We have our foot i n  the 6 3 0 ~ .  

ac claimed conservatives 'havan't had a f a i r  shzke i n  the l a s t  Ltl or 15 ysars. W 3  
have beon t rying t o  cal l  a t tan t ion  t o  the f a c t  thore i s  a trend away from what 
Sauthern Baptists have t r a d i t i o a ~ l l y  bclieved in .  It has not been widesprcnd, but 
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P a ~ e  2-Baptist Faith and Massen?er Fellmship 

it l a  there. We have wtarched this  happen to Hachodiste and Presbyteriaae and Lutherans. 
We didn9t w r r r  i t  to happen t Southern Baptiets. We were jwt trying t o  ca l l  
atreation to that fact. " 

In the naws conference, Lindmell aloe said he was pleaacd with the election of 
Adrian Wagere of Nwphie, Tam., am prerideat of the Southern Baptist Cornention and 
said many peaple have been queetioain~ the role BRW hall in the electloa. 

I* Any role we (3m) may have played in tke election of Adrian k.~o~.ers would h a w  
been t iny Meed. t do mt fhhk that I personally, or for the organization, would 
want  to claim we had a e i m i f i c ~ t  role I n  his election." 

Be aqaia called for a "blue ribbont' conmitree tn inveetigate h i s  charges of 
ltberalim in Southern Baptist seminaries. 

By Dan Martia--7:39 p.m., Wednesday 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Southeaetern Seminary Luncheon 

HOUSTON, June 13--Alumni of Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary affirmed their 
teachers Wednesday as "authentic interpreters of the Gospel," elected officers, adopted 
a giving program and hard President W. Randall Lolley report on progress at the 28-year 
old seminary at Wake Forest, N. C. 

A reerolution adopted by the a h m i  noted that "there seem to be certain rumblings of 
discontent concerning the viability of some seminary education capacities for receiving, 
comprehending and interpreting the content of the Gospel.. ." 

The alumiwent on to restate their "faith in our professors as believers in the 
Gospel of Christ and as authentic interpreters of that Gospel," and to re-affirm their 
confidence "in the integrity of (President) Randall Lolley ...'I 

Elected president of the 3,700 member group was Jim Baucom, '64, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Radford, Va. Other officers elected were Earl Davis, '63, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Memphis, Tenn., vice president; Earl Crumpler, '61, pastor, Edwards Road 
Baptist Church, Greenville, S. C., secretary; and Jack Marcom, '67, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Rockville, Md., director. 

Southeastern's alumni also voted t o  join i n  the seminary's three-year capital and 
endowments funds campaign now in progress. Their efforts will be under the leadership of 
out-going alumni president, Dale Steele, pastor, First Baptist Church, Burlington, N. C. 

In his report to the alunmi, President Lolley said that after five months into the 
$3.5 million campaign gifts and pledges are approaching the $1 millioa mark. Be announced 
a pledge of $100,000 from Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Vickery of Winter Park, Fla. Vickery, 
businessman and member of Flrst Baptist Church, Orlando, Is on the aemlnary'e 30-mamber 
Lay Development Council. 

Lolley also announced new faculty members for the 1979-80 year. They included 
Malcolm Tolbert , New Testament, from Gainesville, Ga. ; William Clemons, Chrietian 
Education, from Memphis, Tenn.; Ben Philbeck, Old Testament, from Kansas City, Mo.; and 
Robert Culpepper, Theology, from Fukuoka, Japan. 

To meet the seminary's severe housing need, Lolley reported that construction is 
well under way on 100 townhouse apartments. He expects half of the units completed by 
September 1. 

By Rod Byard--7:40 p.m. Wednesday 
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HERE TO REPRESENT. CHRIST--In a news conference on the day after his election aa president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, Adrian Rogers told reportere that he is not here to 
represent any eplinter groUp8, but to represent the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Photo by Steve Fkdford 
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NOT ENOUGH SALT--Evangelist Billy Graham told reporters at a Wednesday news conference 
that the Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (Salt IT) does not go f f s  enough in a m  
reduction. He was in Rouaton t o  speak at the Southern Saptist Conventim. 
Photo by Steve Medford 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Golden Gate Seminary Lunch 

HOUSTON, June 13--Three alumni o f  Golden Gate E a p t i s t  Theological Seminary at  Mi11 
Valley, C a l i f . ,  received alumnus of the year awards, one posthumously, a t  a luncheon 
here  Wednesday. 

Receiving the awards were Jack E. Johnson, newly e lected execut ive  d i rec to r -  
t r easure r  of t h e  Arizoaa Baptist Convention, and Max Kell, pastor of EL Camino Bap t i s t  
Church, Sacramento, C a l i f .  

D r .  Robert D. Hughes, executive d i rec to r - t r easure r  of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  General 
Convention of Ca l i fo rn ia  accepted an  award f o r  his son, John 0. Hughes, pas to r  of 
Hillcrest Baptist: Church of Richmnd, Calif . ,  who died four months ago. 

In  o the r  ac t ion ,  James M. Morton was elected pres ident  of t h e  aLucmi assoc ia t ion  
and Arthur Numm, pres ident-e lect .  

The alumia---eiat5onnaned t h e  seminary advance fund as their u a j o r  fund 
r a i s i n g  p ro jec t  f o r  t h e  period of Aug. 1, 1979 through Dec. 31, 1984. 

Seminary Pres ident  William M. Pinson Jr., gave a progress r epor t  cf seninary 
a c t i v i t i e s  dur ing the  last 12 months and ou t l ined  projected programs f o r  the next year.  

Cy Roy Jennings--8:00 p.m., Wednesday 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Roundup for Thursday pms 

HOUSTON, June 14--Baker James Cauthen, retiring executive secretary of the giant 
Foreign Mjasion Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, called on messengers Thursday 
nerning to keep their priority on the plan to evangelize the world by the year 2000. 

"NO matter what it costs, this worldwide mission thrust must be our priority items," 
said the long t h e  Richmond-based missions leader who once served the denomination as a 
missionary to China. 

Speaking on the topic of "Thn, Task and the ~estiny," Cauthen reminded the messengers 
there car bz no reesonable dcubt "that our Lord has comnanded us to take the gospel to 
the whole wida world. 

"So low as there is any ?orson in the whole world who is unaware of Jesus, our task 
i s  r.ct cqeplete. 

 his is tihy this convention has done wisely to commit itself to Bold Mission Thrust 
::hat befa-e the cad of this century every huaan being on earth may hear and be able to 
respon: t7 ,Jesus Christ ." 

31';hen. -.h seti.ras ler=? this yea: after 26 years as the chief administrative 
offi:er of the mission bozzd, keynoted the final morning session of the 122nd annual 
ze,;",..~: of the S9C which w ~ s  also devoted to reports from four agencies and discuasion 
of pro~o,cd rnoolutioas nxL :rliscellaneous items of business. 

I3 a rcilort to the aesszngezs, Arthur L. lJa1'~ar Jr. of Nashville, executive Secretary 
OF t?,? Ed~cation Cornission, said 21,774 ct..u;ch vocation volunteers were attending Baptist 
schools ia 1978-79, includim 2 , 7 X  missions volunteers. 

Representatives t o r  ths Baprtst Joint Cornittee on Public Affairs reminded they had 
vntcd to protest an Israeli law restricting Christian missionaries, supported R Catholic 
gosition refusicg to ~ i l 0 7 ;  lay teachers in parochial school systems to organize for 
oeparation of church end state reasons, end reaffirmed opposition to tuition tax credit 
end lobby disclosure log?,siation. 

3arold Morgcn, ?r=sident cf the Annuity Board, said extreme variations of the stock 
market, staggering prsssurcs of escalating costs, eroding freedom from governmental 
regulaticrzs zr.d changes in ?erson?e,l a ~ d  organization made 1978 a busy year for his agency. 

On= o f  tile bighiights was the provision of a 13th check to most annuitants, Morgan 
said. 

hiso reporting to the ressengers were representattves of the Radio and Television 
Cornissfon, Womn'c Missionary Union, and saptist World A19iance. 

-30- 

Dy Roy Jennings--2:50 p.m., Wednesday 
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THEY WERE NEWS TO HOUSTON--Covering the 1979 Southern Baptiet Convention i n  Howton 
were these SBC newsroom employees: (fnref ront from l e f t )  qob OIBrien, News Room 
Manager; W. C. Fields, SBC Presa Representative; Nomad Jameron, Photography/Features 
Manager; and Roy Jenninps, Copy Chief: (second row froin left) Debbie Stewart, Ramon 
Elartinez, Jennifer  Bryon, Libby Fields ,  Frankie Hayes, Flarye Jennings, Renita Duncan; 
( th i rd  raw from l e f t )  Craig Bird, Bob Russell ,  Ken Toake, Jeff Young, Stan Wstey,  
Rex Hammock, Pat Starkey; (fourth row from l e f t )  G r e ~  French, Sar;rmy Gash, Craig hff , 
Gerry Vandertord, aobbye B i l l ,  Larry Crisman, Shir ley O'Brien; ( f i f t h  row from l e f t )  
Stephen Medford. Doug Tonks, Er ic  Bridges, Kent Matthews, Vern Nyers, Janet Kelly, 
Pat Newton; ( s ix th  row from l e f t )  Dan Martin, Ruth Brat loff ,  Robert Blackburn, Grace 
Atchley, Gaye Eichler,  Doris Kelley and J i m  Newton. Photo by Wrk Sandlin 

EVANGELIST'S OFFICERS--Southern Baptist  evangel is ts  e lected Dr. Hymn Appleman of 
Kansas City, Mo. a s  president of t h e i r  organization f o r  1979-80. Other o f f i ce r s  
are (from l e f t )  : Allison Ware and Connie Ware (co-music directors)  from Plano, Texas 
and Jim McNiel (ass i s tan t  mueic director)  from St.  Louis. Photo by Tim Fields  

NEW SBC OFFICE!tS--Messengers t o  the  122nd Southern Baptis t  Convention elected (from l e f t )  
Adrian R o ~ e r s ,  pastor of Bel lewe Baptis t  Church i n  Memphis, president;  hbner McCall, 
president of Baylor University i n  Waco, Texas, f i r s t  vice president;  and Don Touchton, 
pastor of Central Bapt is t  Church i n  Brandon, Fla., second vice president. 
Photo by Tim Fields  
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Pressler  Press Conference 

HOUSTON, June 13--In a se l f - in i t i a ted  explanation of rumors about 'Qhhs campaign of 
theological conservatives t o  e l e c t  the Southern Baptist  Convention president,  Houston 
Judge Paul Pressler  Wednesday denied planning, strateeisinlng o r  implementing any organized 
e f fo r t  t o  e l e c t  Adrian Rogers. 

"Simply the conservatives are cwmnunicating with each ather  f o r  the  f i r s t  time," 
Pressler  explained. 

Rumors t o  which Press le r  responded centered around h i s  use of a "skybox" i n  the 
convention meeting h a l l  from which some sa id  he orchestrated the e lec t ion  of a president 
comi t ted  t o  the accuracy of t he  Scriptures.  

Pressler  admitted p a r t i c i p a t i q  i n  an open dinner meeting attended by 400 coneervatives 
where an "advisory sampling of opinion," was taken t o  " re f lec t  t o  the  three individuals 
under consideration" f o r  possible nomination as president. 

The three, he said,  were Adrian Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Baptis t  Church, Memphis; 
Jerry Vinee, pastor of Dauphin Way Baptis t  Church, Mobile; and Bailey Smith, pastor of 
F i r s t  Southern Daptist Church, D e l  City, Okla. 

At: one point i n  the  impromptu explanation, Preseler  showed the s t r a i n s  he raid 
have accompanied him d u r i m  the  convention week. 

With t e a r s  i n  h i s  voice and a near-trembling i n  h i e  face, Presaler  said a f t e r  t h i s  
court term he plans t o  take an a i l i ng  son t o  Colorado before returning t o  Houaton i n  
September. 

Pressler  said,  when he returns "conservatives w i l l  continue t o  do w h a t  others have 
done: cosmutnicate .'I 

When hypoth is iz iw about a possible inquiry in to  the  c m i t m e n t  t o  b i b l i c a l  %nerrancy 
among Southern Baptist  porsonnel, Press le r  said what he would do as president of the 
convention and as president of a Southern Daptist  seminary. 

AB aerninary president he would "welcome" any inquiry out of concern f o r  h i s  
ins t i tu t ion .  As convention president he would "connnunicate h i s  concerns" t o  the 
appropriate persona. 

Although he would not refuse appotntment t o  an inquiry panel t o  search fo r  persons 
nor emitted t o  inerrancy, he reminded, "I have a job." 

Preselar  was reminded t ha t  the six Southern Baptist  seminary presidents  i n  a j o in t  
new$ conference i n  May denied having any facu l ty  members who would c a l l  i n t o  question 
the creat ion accounts i n  Genesis o r  the  bodily resurrect ion of Chris t  as reported i n  
the New Testament. 

He responded by saying he is concerned about a tateuents  ce r t a in  seminary professors 
made i n  t h e i r  books and t o  the press concerning b i b l i c a l  inerrancy. 

II& ~ a i ~ . s l ~ a * ~ c t $ t  t c d -  b f  Raptist* Pres$i;.:th~. news .seruDce of thea*S?C.%hich.' hd elb.fmed, 
Iabele!: hhh i f i  a pre-conventlop:$tory as an " u l t r a - c o ~ e r v a t i ~ e . ~  .He saiU+he was not 
"ultra" anything, but was pa r t  of t he  mainline of the SBC. 

Dusiw the interview, Pressler  received pers i s ten t  questions from Baptis t  Standard 
Editor ~ r e s n a l l  Wood of Dallas who questioned-whether ~ r e s s l e r  was a va l id  messenger t o  
the corrvention. 
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Pressler claimed he was a messenger from First Baptist Church of Bellaire, Tex., 
a suburb of Houston, where he is an "honorary" member, but not a messenger of First 
Baptist Church, Houston, where he is a member. Preealar explained that he is actually 
a member o f  First Baptist, but has spoken so many times at the Bellaira church rhat 
he had been made an "honorary" member there, 

When questions arose about the validity of his credentials, Presslar said he went 
to SBC Registration Secretary Lee Porter and offered to turn them in, but Porter said 
he had no authority to accept them. 

Porter later explained that decisions about whether a messenger is bonafide or not 
must be handled by the convention's credentials committee i f  any messenger's registratian 
is challenged. 

Porter added, however, that in h i e  personal opinion, Pressler war not a valid 
messenger because Article 3, item 4 of the SBC Constitution staree rhat each messenger 
must be a member of the church which elects him, and that the convention makes no 
provision for "dual" membership or "honorary" membership. 

Pressler said he offered to turn in his credentials, and charged that the controversy 
over the validity o f  his credentials is "a non-issue" being blown up by the Baptist 
press. 

By Judy Touchton, Orville Scott, Jim Newton, 1:45 p.m. Wednesday 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Hol l i s  Takes SDC Television 
Resolution t o  Senate Panel 

WASHIMGTON, h e  13--1JorJ of Southern Bap t i s t  Convsntion ac t ion  on b r o a 3 c a s t i n ~ ,  
l e g i s l a t i o n  was carried t o  Congress by s. Chr i s t i an  L i f e  Cornmissinn spokasaan here.  

Harry N. Ho l l i s  Jr., t h e  c o m i s s i o n ' e  ? s soc ia te  exacutivz s e c r e t s r y ,  apneared before 
the Sennte Subcornnittee on Comerca, Science a n l  Transpor ts t ion o f  t he  Comunications 
Cornit tee.  

We s a i d  t h a t  rnesscn2ers t o  the annual meetin? of Southern Bap t i s t s  i n  W9uston had 
"unanimously and en thus ias t i ca l ly"  passed 3 motion c ~ l l i n :  on C ~ n g r s s s  t o  inclu-le the  
publ ic  i n t e r e s t  standard i n  any comunics t ions  l e s i s l ~ t i o n  they wri te .  He a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  
t h e  motion inclujezl r e a f f i n a t i c l n  of the  idea  t h a t  the  sirwsvss belong t o  the  Anerican 
people, 

The subcornnittee is  hole inq h e a r i n ~ s  on menrltncnts t o  t h 3  1934 Comunicstions Act 
which cur ren t ly  r e q u l ~ t e s  t h e  broadcast: indust ry ,  S i q i l a r  hesr inqs  a r e  i n  prcrqress 
on t h e  House s ido.  

U.S. Sen. Barry Goldwater, R-Arlz., sponsor, r f m o  of the  n e ~ s u r c s  before t h e  subcommittee, 
s a i d  t h a t  "our purpose i s  t o  derequla te  b roa jcss t in?  as much ss we can." I Io l l i s  raspsnded 
by saying t h a t  he "woulJ hope t h e  t s s k  *i2ul.! also be t o  p ro tec t  the  publ ic  i n t e r e s t . "  

Goldwater r a i d  t h a t  he a l s o  d i s l i k e s  some t e l e v i s i o n  programing but f e a r s  v i o l a t i o n  
of F i r s t  Amendment r i g h t s  if government continues regul.stion. "We must depend upon rhs  
decency, i f  the re  is sucn a t h i n s ,  i n  t h e  progrsmners' hea r t , "  he commented. 

Hollia t o l d  Bapt is t  Press  t h a t  h i s  randinq o f  the  publ ic  qood i s  concern fo r  the e f f e c t  
bf v i o l e n t  e x p l o i t a t i v s  p rnqrminv . .  "People 3 m 1 t  care i f  t e l s v i s i q n  58 A e r e ~ l 3 t e d .  They 
ca re  about what's hapaanin: t o  t h e i r  ch i l l r en . "  

Hol l i s  a l s o  chsr?~.'; t h s t  the  sponsors of leqis1,ztion are prepsrerl t o  .in whataver t h e  
broadcast  indus t ry  wants r a t h e r  than p ro tec t  the  public.  "The l i n e s  .are c l e a r l y  drawn," he 
sa id .  "It's daregula te ,  a s  t h e  indus t ry  r eques t s ,  qr m i n t s i n  t h e  nubl ic  i n t e r e s t  standard 
and serve  t h e  people of t h e  nation." 

: Joining I Io l l i s  and o the r  r z l i a i o u s  spokespersons before t h e  s u b e m i t t e e  i n  a r t sck ing  
the removal of t h e  publ ic  i n t e r e s t  standard was Jack Golodner o f  t he  AFL-CIO. "We have here  
a misplaced canfidence that marketplace fo rces  can proroct t h e  publ ic  i n t e r e s t , "  Golodner 
sa id .  "If t h e r e  i s  one thins we have learned in ths  American experience,  e s ~ e c i ~ l l y  i n  the 
labor movement, i t  i s  t h a t  the  p r o f i t  motive i s  not appropr ia te  i n  a11 circumetancos 31~3 
cannot be deified.Ii  
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Roundup f o r  Tuesday ams 

HOUSTON, June 11--The United S t a t e s  is headed f o r  extreme socia l ism unless  Chr i s t i ans  
take t h e  l ead  i n  p ro tec t ing  American freedoms, a leading Georgia min i s t e r  t o l d  Southern 
B a p t i s t  pas to r s  Monday a t  t h e  Coliseum. 

The answer is  f o r  Chr is t ian8 t o  a d j u s t  t h e i r  priorities, p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  government, 
pray, mainta in  pe r s i s t ence ,  and proclaim the  gospel,  s a i d  Charles F. Sranley,  pas to r  
of F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church, At lanta .  

Speaking on the  theme, "Stand Up America," Stanley described t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  of 
Americans as prosper i ty  and pleasure  which he asked Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  sc rap  I n  
deference t o  the  p ro tec t ion  of freedoms. 

Contending t h e  country was about t o  l o s e  i ts republ ic  form of government, Stanley 
charged t h e  Federal  government was operat ing outs ide  i c s  o r i g i n a l  purpose. 

'We need t o  understand the  r o l e  of our  government," Stanley sa id .  "Our whole welfare 
system is b u i l t  on a b a s i c  premise t h a t  is detr imental  t o  our soc ie ty .  

'We are not a government e s t ab l i shed  t o  give t o  everyone a l l  t h a t  they need, but  
r a t h e r  a government e s t ab l i shed  t o  p ro tec t  each ind iv idua l  so he can do h i s  b e s t ,  
have h i s  own vocation,  choose where he wants t o  l i v e ,  choose how long he wants t o ,  * 

work and how much money he wants to  make, and l i v e  the  kind of l i f e s t y l e  he so des i res ."  

The Southern B a p t i s t  preacher a l s o  a t t acked  the  United Nations, immorality and 
fo rces  which th rea ten  p r i v a t e  schools  and the  American home, 

"We have a United Nation t h a t  has  done nothing for America bu t  c o s t  taxpayers mi l l ions  
of do l l a r s .  

"We have taken the  Bible  out  of schools and i n  most schools i t  i s  absolute ly  
p roh ib i t ed  t o  pray i n  t h e  classes. Look around and n o t i c e  t h a t  now people are t a lk ing  
about removing God's name from the  pledge t o  t h e  f l a g .  

"For a season the  Chr i s t i an  schools were ignored. Now they have become a t h r e a t  t o  
those who would l i k e  t o  remove our form of government and change our nation,'' S tanley 
contended. 

"A t h i r d  s tep on the  pathway t o  socia l ism is gross immorality i n  o u r  country. 
His tory  proves t h a t  when a s o c i e t y  becomes morally corrupt ,  when they give  themselves 
over t o  pervers ion l i k e  homosexuality and lesbianism, the  nat ion w i l l  crumble." 

Stanley s a i d  pornography, drugs and the  occu l t  des t roy man's r e s i s t ance  and divide  
his mind and t h a t  people become so involved i n  t h e  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  f l e s h  t h a t  they 
lose  t h e i r  perspect ive  and sense of r e a l i t y .  

The p a s t o r s  a l s o  heard addresses  by J e r r y  Vines, pas to r  of Dauphin Way Bap t i s t  Church, 
Mobile, Ala., and Jimmy Jackson, pas to r  of Whitesburg Bap t i s t  Church, Huntsv i l l e ,  Ale. 

The p a s t o r s  were among f i v e  Bap t i s t  groups which closed ou t  two-day meetings Monday 
night  i n  advance of the three-day meeting of t h e  Southern Bapt is t  Convention beginning 
Tuesday a t  t h e  Summit. 

The 122nd annual meeting of t h e  SBC, expected t o  a t t r a c t  18,000 messengers from 50 
s t a t e s ,  will f e a t u r e  addresses by evange l i s t  B i l l y  Graham, former White House a i d e  Charles 
Colson, country comedian J e r r y  Clower and Russian Bap t i s t  d i s s i d e n t  Georgi Vins. 
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Advance Backgrowd Story 

(Add to "Miscellaneoue Stories" aection of  SBC News Kit) 

Total SBC Giving Tops 
$87 Million Through May 

NASBYILLE, Term.--Southern Baptists contributed $87,951,588 to national mission causes 
during the first eight months of the 1978-79 fiscal year, according to figures compiled 
by the denomination's Executive Committee. 

That figure, which i s  10.01 percent ahead of the same point last yaar, include8 $42,024,876 
in undeaignared contributiane to the national Cooperative Program unified budget, and another 
$45,926,712 in designated contributions. 

The undasigaatad Cooperative Program portion i e  11.05 percent ahead of the same point 
laat year and the designated portion, which includes maSnly the Lottie Moon and Annie 
Amstrong miasion offerings, is 9.08 percent ahead. The Cooperative Program portion i6 
about one-third of the contributions of SBC chuechoe received by atate Baptirr conventioas. 

For the month of May, the eighth month in the fiscal year, total giving mounted to 
$11,112,077, only 1.35 percent ahead of Last May, That breaks doam into $5,107,888 
Cooperative Program (7.87 percent ahead) and $6,004,189 in deeig~ated giviisg (3.61 
percent behind last my). 

With four months to go in the 1978-79 fiscal year, the Southern Baptist Convention's 
Cooperative Program budget neede $21,975,124 to reach i t s  $64 million basic aperatiag 
and capital needs goal. The total budget ie $75 million, which includas $11 million in 
Bold Mission Thrust challenge funds. 

Bold klission Thruat is the SBC'e goal to proclaim the message of Christ to the entire 
world by the year 2000. 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

HOUSTON, June 11--Will Houston become the scene of a big shootout over biblical 
inerrancy among Southern Baptista? 

Baptist men and women on the street expressed mixed opinions Monday. A random 
selection of messengers attanding the Southern Baptist Pastors' Conference and the Woman's 
Miseionery Union preceding the Southern Baptist Convention were asked what they thought 
would be the key iesue at this year's three-day meeting starting Tuesday at the Summit. 

Pre-convention ballyhoo had been that this would be the year of a big ahowdown on the 
inerrancy of the Scriptures, an issue enhanced by a series of regional meeting8 aimed at 
election of r "conservative" president for the convention, and a splinter group charged 
with attempting to lead a purge of Southern Baptist colleges and seminaries. 

Many of the messengers questioned refused to budge from a conviction that the SBC 
should attend to its main aim: Bold Mission Thrust campaigns of missions and evangelism 
in the world. 

"The key iesue has got to be Bold Mission Thrust," said Hugh Peacock, a pastor from 
West Point, Ga. "All this stuff about biblical orthodoxy is a farce." 

Another pastor, Glenn Smith of Sarasota, Fla., commented: "I think rhrs doctrinal 
thing has been blown out of proportion. I think Southern Baptists are basically sound. 
even though some indLviduals may be liberal." 

Smith, however, did see the possibility of a schism in the denomination over the 
doctrinal orthodoxy issue. "1 think it (a split) could happen, but I don't really believe 
it will come to that." 

The wife of an associate minister, Mrs. Vola Erwin of Lufkin, Texas said Baptists 
must rcrrmin on the right =rack. "I think all of this biblical inerrancy issue is just 
something from people who are trying to stir us up ... sidetrack us. As far as I am concerned, 
I don't have very much patience with them. They are trying to discredit our leaders and 
our seminarlee. " 

An Acteen from Lake Jackson, Texas, Sandy Henson, 15, said: he old Mission Thrust I s  
a far better thing (for us to concentrate on). Inner strife between Baptists does more 
h a m  than good. It drives people away. We all have to talk with God and we a11 have our 
personal interpretation, and people are going to have different interpretations." 

Raymond DeArmond, a retired pastor from Seymour, Tenn., believes Southern Baptirts 
generally are together and unified. "Ninety-five percent of the SBC is together. The 
other five percent is divided between the ultra liberals and the ultra conservatives who 
are fighting over the great body of us." 

Soma of the pastors tend to link the issues of inerrancy and Bold Mission Thrust. 
"I think that if we are to be honest to Bold Mission Thrust we must have a body which 
agree8 on God1@ word," said Doug McPheraon, associate pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Pasadena. Texas. 

One Florida pastor, Paul Faircloth of Dania, expressed what may be the  feelings of 
many meseengers: "I would be real pleased if I did not ever hear the words biblical 
inerrancy again. I don' t think that is a teat of fellowship. The test of us as Baptists 
is Bold Mission Thwart, what we are doing, what'we will continue to do to win the world." 

Richard Jackson of  Phoenix, Ariz., a noted preacher who spoke at this year's pastor's 
conference and is a potential candidate for president of the SBC, said he believes the SBC 
is basically biblically orthodox: "I think what we need to do is to stand on the word of 
God and to get moving on the word of God." 

-morer : ,;~.,4.:! J 7 5 
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Adding he does not believe the convention is "'going d m  the drain," Jackson said the 
convention needs to emphasize both issues, "bur not one at the expense of the other." 

Some messengere,f.Wever, believe the matter of doctrinal orthodoxy must be dealt 
with, 

R. 0 .  Stone, an evangelist from Mobile, Ala., commented: "I feel that if there ia the 
least doubt about the Bible itself, then we can have no thrust. Evidently--from what I have 
heard--there i s  a problem of liberalism in the colleges and seminaries, 

"I hope there will not be a division, but rhera must be a time for us to stand for 
truth. " 

Pastor Stan &Gee of Gibland, Lo., identified himself as a supporter of inerrancy, and 
said he felt there should be a priority on the word of God. "If we have an inerrant word, we 
will have Bold fission Thrust." 

Among the Baptist men and women on the strest Monday afternoon, the issue is not at 
a l l  joinad. 

Some, such as Pastor Gerald Bngwsll o f  Lakeland, Fla., think the battle will be waged: 
"I think the issue will be biblical inerrancy. I think that will be the central issue. We 
need to deal with it." 

Others, such aa Cecil DeLoach, a.pastor'in Barney, Ga., think the key issue will be 
continuation of missions and evangelism emphasis. "They have been fusring about all this 
stuff for 25 years. We have to stay on track. The SBC is big enough to take all in from 
the most liberal t o  the most conaetvative. All the rest of thts stuff ie just a lot of hot: 
air blowing around. " 

By Dan Martin iind Debbie Stewart--6:50 p.m. Monday 
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Colson Urges Prayer 
To Open Texas Pr isons  By Bob Stanley 

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)--Charles Colson, a former Nixon Adninistrntiun o f f i c i a l  who has 
become an u n o f f i c i a l  n iss ionary t o  pr isoners ,  urged some 15,000 Southern Bap t i s t s ,  t o  
pray t h a t  Texast pr ison s a t e s  w i l l  be bpened t o  the  witness of God's p e o ~ l e .  

The former Watergate f i n u r e  who was converted i n  pr ison f i v e  years ace, received 
repeated applause and a standing ovation a t  the  c l s s e  of h i s  speech before the  Southern 
Bapt is t  Convention. 

Colson, who has helped t a  start Chr i s t i an  fellowship grclups i n  100 pr isons ,  said 
he has been to ld  t h a t  volunteers  work in^ with  h i s  progran w i l l  not be allowed t o  come 
i n t o  the  Texas prisons.  

He urged united prayer t h a t  the  gates  w i l l  be opened. "I don ' t  bel ieve anybody 
has ever b u i l t  ~ r i s o n  ga tes  b ig  enough o r  s t ronp  e n o u ~ h  t o  keep the  Holy S p i r i t  out," 
he declared. 

Emphaeizinp. h i s  oemberahip i n  Culunbin Bap t i s t  Church i n  F a l l s  Church, Vs., Colson 
won applause f requent ly  as he spoke uf h i s  c t~mi tment  tn  Chris t  and h i s  concern t h a t  
Bap t i s t s  must speak ou t  aga ins t  the  "moral r o t  and sickness" f launted on t e lev i s ion  
today, 

H e  c r i t i c i z e d  forms of "cheap grace" t h a t  f a i l  t o  mske c l e a r  the  necess i ty  of 
repentance and had s ~ m e  harsh w ~ r d s  f o r  the  fast-grcrwinf. e l e c t r o n i c  church, which he 
s a i d  l a  t ry ing  t o  "packace the gospel l i k e  soap." 

"What cones ou t  i s  not  the c ross  but a g l i b ,  sentimental  pietism, a prosperous, 
posit ive-thinking Johnny Carson who l i v e s  happily ever a f t e r . "  

Instead of jo ining the  headlong rush f o r  more media m n i p u l a t i c n ,  he sa id ,  "Let 
us  le t  the  world know t h a t  w e  stand foursquare f a r  the  in tect r i ty  sf  the  church of Jesus 
Chr i s t  and its au then t ic  witness i n  the  world today." 

He urged Chr i s t i ans  t o  l i v e  ou t  t h e i r  f a i t h .  "If our churches are loving and car ing  
~Owmunlties, the  people w i l l  f lock  t r ,  them," he sa id .  d 

A t  t h e  c l s s e  of  h i e  t a l k ,  Colson was thronged with men and t h e i r  sons seeking h i s  
autograph. 

Colson Opposes 
Capi ta l  Punishment 
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ay J i m  Newton 
Ba? t i 8  t Press 

6/13/79 

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)--Former White House a i d e  and V a t s r ~ s t e  f i ~ u r e  Charles Colson 
expressed opposi t ion t o  the  death penalty,  c i t i n g  i n  a press  conference four  reasons 
why he opposed the  execution of criminals l i k e  John Saenkelink recen t ly  executed i n  
Florida.  

Colson s a i d  he opposed c a p i t o l  punishment because he did  not  f e e l  the  s t a t e  should 
have the  power t o  take a human l i f e ,  because c a p i t a l  punishment is  not 3 ?raven de te r ren t  
to crime, because he had met too many men i n  pr ison who a r e  innocent, and because "1 
don ' t  think t h e  s t a t e  should play God." 

I n  Houston t o  d e l i v e r  a major address dur in5 the  Southern Bapt is t  Convention, Colson 
nckmwledged that h i s  response might be a s  acceptable t.3 some Bapt is ts  a t tendin? the  
convention as throwing a hand grenade i n t o  t h e i r  midst, but  he f e l t  deeply about the  matter.  

"ha a l i f e l c n ~  conaerv3tive," Cslson explained, "X have always been r e l u c t a n t  t o  
give the  s t a t e  the  power t o  take a human l i fe .  Give the  s t a t e  the  power t o  take une 
l i f e ,  and i t  Will  take 20 l i v e s ,  nnc! then where do you draw the  l ine?"  He adJeJ he 
opposed c a p i t a l  punishment aven before  he became n Chris t ian.  

-more- ml r . r a  
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"AS deterrent to ct'itne, capital punishment just does not work," Colson insisted, 

He quoted a hardened criminal and hired killer in one prison who told him capital 
punishment only makes the cost of paid killings highor, and thus is not a 
detcrrsnt to org~nized crimc "hits." 

Colson observed thnt 83 percent of Amcrican crines are connnitted by people under the 
influxice of alcohol or drugs, and capital punishms,nt is czrtainly not a deterrent t o  
each killing. He also pointed out that crimes of passion will not be deterred by the death 
penalty. 

H =  claimed that ho had met many prison inmatas personslly who are innocent, and he 
did not want the guilt of taking the life of an innocant pereon on the conscience of society. 

"Finally, in my reading of the New Testament, I cannot accept the practice of 
capital punishment if I XI to live by the commandments of Jesus," Colson said. 

!.I2 explain~d that if the state takes the life of 3 person "prematurely," it denies 
thnt person the right to nmke a decisicn to accept Jesus Christ, and "once you exscute 
that man, it's too late. I don't think ths state should play Godd," he declared. 

Askad what is an effective deterrent ta crime if capital punishment is not, Colson 
said the greatzst deterrent to crime is "a movement crf righteousnass across the nation" 
and "when people meet Jesus Christ personally ."' 

1Ie wcs critical o f  Christians who fail to live out their faith and convictions, 
pointing out that one out of every thrsc Americans contend thay are "born again," and 
yet the values in society are hardly "Christian.:' 

"If 13 million Southern Baptists really came alive, and lived out their faith in 
today's society, it would turn this csuntry upside down," Colson szid, 

HJ acknowledged he did not know whcre or when a "movement of righteousness across 
the wtion:' would begin, but said -'perhaps it might bagin in the prisons and penitenriories" 
in 22 stares where Colson is Involvcd in a prison fallowship ministry. 

Colson ooid he was diszppointed in the response to his movie, "Born Again," which 
had very Toor response in the Bible Belt," perhaps because by the time it came cut the 
phresa ' ~ o r n    gain' had worn thin." 

I h  also expressed disappointment in the f ~ w  sqmsnts he saw of the television aeries 
"Blind Ambition," on Vatergate, and was espacially critical of the TV documentary, 
"Sucrod Straight," which he called "a shad' becnuse it made prison inmates look like 
aniwls and used X-rstcd language on TV. 

Colssn said he had no plans ever to enter politics, pointing out thnt he i s  a 
convicted felon and has no right to vote or hold office in his horns atate. When the 
governor offered to rainstate his ri,qht to vote and hold office, he declined unless the 
law were changed to allow every other ex-felon the sme privilege. 

Rogers Disavows 
'Witch aunt' 

Baptist Press 
6/13/73 

HOUSTOIJ, Texas (BPI--~ewly-elected Southern Baptio t Convention President &.drian 
Rogors of l,iemphis, Tenn., said in his first full-fledged newe conference he would not 
favor 3 "witch hunt'. inves tigstion of  "liberalism" i n  SBC seminaries, but would support 
such an investigation if it were carried out by a ccinmittce that was "fair and bzlanced." 

Rogers, nominee of what some have described as a .!conservative political machine" 
within thc: SDC, also said he hoped that the kind of political organization which led to 
his election would not be EI pattern for future elections of SBC presidents. 

''I was not o part of this campaign. I never went to a single meeting. I don't bslony 
to P a i ~ e  Patterson or Judge Paul Prassler, or even to this conirention. I belong to tho 
Lord Jesus Christ . '' 

-more 
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" I ' m  not  here  t o  r ep resen t  any s p l i n t e r  groups," he declared.  " I ' m  he re  t o  represent  
the  Lord Jesus  Chr i s t .  

"I love Paige Pa t t e r son  and Judge Paul P r e s s l e r ,  but  If I c a n ' t  be t h e  pres ident  of 
a l l  Southern Bap t i s t s ,  then I have no business being pres ident  of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  
Convention!" s a i d  Rogel's, p a r t o r  of t h e  10,000-member Bellevue Bap t i s t  Church, Memphis, 
Tenn. The church i s  t h e  f i f t h  l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  SBC. 

Pat terson,  p res iden t  of Cr iswel l  Center f o r  B i b l i c a l  Studies  i n  Dal las ,  and P r e s s l e r  , 
a HouBton a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  judge, were repor ted t o  have been t h e  key organizers  i n  t h e  
campaign t o  e l e c t  a convention pres ident  who upholds t h e  Bible a s  "the i n f a l l i b l e ,  Ine r ran t  
(without e r r o r )  Word of God ," 

Amplifying t h e  quest ion of a colmnittee t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  charges of l i b e r a l i s m  i n  SBC 
seminaries, Rogers added: "I would nor favor any group t h a t  came with  blood i n  its eye t o  
go on a witch hunt." 

He added, however, t h a t  any "liberalism" is too much i f  it means t h a t  Bap t i s t  seminaries,  
agencies, o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  have employees who doubt t h e  Bible is t h e  au then t i c ,  i n f a l l i b l e  
Word of God. 

p g e r s  s a i d  i n  an opening statement t h a t  his goals  as convention pres ident  would 
cen te r  on missions,  evangelism, f a i t h  i n  God's word, and loving each o the r .  

Declaring he  wanted t o  b e  p o s i t i v e  i n  h i s  approach, Rogers s a i d ,  "I am not aga ins t  
anyone o r  anything except t h e  d e v i l  and s in . "  

"I want t o  t r y  t o  be  a good, conservative,  soul-winning, Bible-believing, church- 
bui ld ing pas to r  and convention pres ident ,"  Rogers sa id .  

He s a i d  he  d i d  not  agree  t o  be nominated f o r  preaident  a f  t h e  convention u n t i l  a f t e r  
a 2:30 a.m. prayer meeting wi th  two o the r  men i n  h i s  h o t e l  room t h e  n igh t  before  t h e  noni- 
nation.  

During t h a t  prayer meeting, he s a i d ,  "God so  cane down t h a t  t e a r s  of joy" streamed 
down t h e  faces  of those  i n  t h e  room and he  was s u r e  God had spoken t o  him and given hirn 
assurance t o  accept t h e  nomination, 

Rogers s a i d  any plans  he might have f o r  deal ing wi th  " l ibe ra l "  t r ends  a r e  extremely 
premature. 

"I d i d n ' t  have a p lan  because I w 3 s  no t  a candidate ,'I he said. "Most of what 1'11 be 
doing is  s e t t i n g  a tone." Rogers s a i d  Southern Bap t i s t s  have processes t h a t  w i l l  remove 
anyone who doesn ' t  teach according t o  t h e  Bible ,  

"These processes work b e s t  when t h e  bo6y i s  s t rong  and heal thy.  'I would l i k e  t o  he lp  
us be s t rong  and heal thy.  I would r a t h e r  be giving s t rong  doses of vitamins than amputations." 

Concerning a r e s o l u t i o n  presented e a r l i e r  by Wayne Dehoney, of Lou i sv i l l e ,  Ky., asking 
reaff i rmat ion of t h e  Sc r ip tu res  sec t ion  of t h e  1973 Bap t i s t  Fa i th  and Message Statement, 
Rogers s a i d  he wished Dehoney would be  nore  s p e c i f i c  i n  what he means by "the Bible is t r u t h ,  
without any mixture of e r r o r . .  ." 

"Some mean one th ing ,  some another,  and I wish they would c l a r i f y  what they mean. If 
they mean t h e  t r u t h  of t h e  Bible  is t r u e ,  t h a t ' s  a nonsensical  quest ion.  The t r u t h  of any- 
th ing is t rue .  " 

Pressed t o  name a former SBC pres ident  he  considered l i b e r a l ,  Rogers c i t e d  a reference 
by former United S t a t e s  Congressman Brooks Hayes of Arkansas i n  h i s  book, "Is t h e  Bible a 
Human Book?" Hays served a s  SBC pres iden t ,  1958-59. 

Asked f o r  an example of what he means by "inerrancy," he c i t e d  a message by a seminary 
professor  who ind ica ted  t h a t  one n a r r a t i v e  of God's c r e a t i o n  of man i n  Genesis should take  
precedent over another.  

"Therefore he ' s  saying he re ' s  a s e c t i o n o f  God's word t h a t  should be shunted as ide .  
That's more than  quibbl ing over t h e  words. I don't  care what you c a l l  i t  as long a8 you 
be l i eve  God's Word is God'a Word." 

Rogers s a i d  he d i d n ' t  favor  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e f f o r t s  of the  Pat terson-Press ler  caucus. 
But he added: "I th ink  what they d i d  has been done s i n c e  time immemorial. Their  methods a r e  
not my methods," he  sa id .  "I have never been a candidate." 

b e e r s  was asked what he  meant i n  a pre-convention statement t h a t  " i f  t h e  l i b e r a l s  
would cone t o  t h e  c r o s s  a l l  Heaven would break loose." 
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He explained t h a t  "a man who doesn't  bel ieve i n  the  blood of Jesus Chris t  i s n ' t  a 
Chris t i an .  I' 

Asked i f  he thought any Bapt is ts  might be offended by the  p o l i t i c a l  campaign of the  
Patterson-Pressler group, Rcgers s a i d ,  "I know some people are d i s ~ r u n t l e d "  bu t  repeated, 
"I did not  run f o r  the  o f f i c e ,  I ran from it." H e  sa id  r a l l i e s  held by the  group i n  15 s t a t e s  
were a s u r p r i s e  t a  him. 

Asked t o  c i t e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  between t h i s  and o ther  SBC p res iden t ia l  campaigns, Rogers re- 
peated again t h a t  he had never sought the  o f f i c e  of president.  "But X assume the re  have 
.always been r e l e p h s l ~  c a l l s  and people saying, "I think so and so  would make a goad president." 

At the  c loee of h i s  press  conference, Rogers sa id ,  "If you w i l l  g ive me a chance and pray 
f o r  me, you w t l l  f ind me t ransparent ,  loving and posi t ive .  No man i n  the  warld bel ieves  mgre 
i n  soul  winninz and missions, and all you have t o  do i s  look a t  the  record." 

R ~ g e r s  l a i d  h i s  church gives $3,000 per month to  support Mid America Bapt is t  Seminary i n  
Mem~his, an independent Bapt is t  seminary which was orrranlzed by conservative S o u t h a n  Bapt i s t s  
who f e l t  Southern Bapt is t  Cnnvention seminaries were too l i b e r a l .  

He added the church gives about $170,000 o r  six percent o f  i ts  t o t a l  budget t o  suppsr t  
world missions, Chris t ian education, and o ther  benevolent causes through the SBC Cooperative 

*ram. Frs. ,  

Rogers said h i s  s a l a r y  a t  Bellevue, including a l l  f r i n g e  benef i t s ,  i s  j u s t  over $50,000. 

SBC Reaffirms Bapt is t  
Faith and Message By Larry Crisman 

Bnptis t Press 
6/13/79 

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)-Like fa thor  , l i k e  son. 

This adago captures the  s p i r i t  of ac t ion  taken by messensere a t t end ins  Wednesday 
morning's sess ion of the  122nd Southern Bapt is t  Convention when they a ~ g r o v e d  s motion by 

' a  forner  convention premident. 

With minimum discueaion, the  messengers approved the  motion of Wayne Dehoney of 
Louisvi l le ,  Ky., c a l l i n q  f a r  a reaff i rmat ion of the  Scr i3tures  sec t ion  of the 1963 
Bapt is t  Fai th  and Message Statement. 

Mopted by the convention i n  ICansas City i n  1963, t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  statement amounts 
t o  a declarat ion of the  fundamental b e l i e f s  held by most Southern Bapt is ts .  The statement 
a l so  reyresents  an updated vers ion of a repor t  of a committee which f i r s t  presented i t  
t o  the  convention i n  1925. 

Dehoney's motion, f i r s t  presented t o  the  convention on the opening day o f  the  convention, 
apparently was inspired by n f l a p  on b i b l i c a l  inerrancy (without error)--an i s s u e  which 
has razed a t  the  Houstan meeting. 

Dehoney'a o r i g i n a l  not ion ca l l ed  for  the  conventinn t o  reoff  i rm the  1963 Bapt is t  
Fai th  and Message Statement which he sa id  was adopted ta  "serve a s  information to  the  
churches and agencies of the  Southern Bapt is t  Convention." 

A key p a r t  of the  statement,  accordinn t o  Dehoney, reads t h a t  the  Bible "has Gsd 
f o r  i t s  author,  sa lva t ion  f o r  i ts end, and t r u t h ,  withaut any mixture of e r r o r ,  f o r  i ts  
matter." 

Speaking t o  messengers, Dehoney s a i d  he j u s t  returned from a prese conferencer 
i n v o l v i n ~  newly-elected convention President Adrian Rogers, n s t rong proponent of b i b l i c a l  
inerrancy. Dehoney s a i d  Rogers told  him ha had h i s  permission t o  t e l l  the  convent im body 
t h a t  the  two ajiree on b i b l i c a l  i n f a l l i b i l i t y .  

The two agree the Bible 's  "or iginal  autagraphs" were without e r r o r ,  Dehoney exalalned. 

Exhorting the  convention t o  l a y  as ide  the  question c~f b i b l i c a l  inerrancy a f t e r  
agreeing on s c r i p t u r a l  v a l i d i t y ,  Dehoney drew applause when he asked messengers t o  a r r i v e  
a t  unity.  

Larry Lewis, pastor  o f  Tower Grove Bapt is t  Church i n  Ridgeland, Hiss. ,  s u ~ p o r t e d  
Dehoney's motion, saying he "thanks God" Southern Bap t i s t s  a r e  peo7le who continue 
t o  bz "of t h e  Book." 
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Herschel Hobbs of Oklnhomm City, a former convention presic!ent who served a s  
chairman of the conmitree that  draf ted the 1963 version of the 3aptist Faith and Ffessare 
S tn twent ,  supported Dehonegs motion. 

Hobbs said thase who served on the committee i n  the early 1960's accepted the in- 
f a l l i b i l i t y  of the 3 ib l e  a s  o m t t e r  of course. 

There was never a "squeak" of discussion about the inerrancy cf Scripture, 
Bobbs soid. 

The only opposition t o  Dehoney's motian wos ?resented by !Ull nrock of nradenton, 
Fla., who read cl poetic statement i n  which he describe? the nible  as bein? an oas is  
i n  the desert  cf l i fe . "  

"TG accept inerrancy i s  t o  deny the p a s s  exists ,"  Brock said. 

-30- 

SCC Calls  For 
Uniform Retirement I3y Uracey Campbell 

HOUSTON, Texas (3P)--The Southern z a p t i s t  Convention spent too much t h e  embroiled 
i n  discussions about the retirements of top e ~ e c u t i v e s  durinp, the past  year, Captist  
pastor Jerry Don Abernathy of Tulsa, Okla., told SSC mcssenzers, 

Abernathy's concern over the retirement pol ic ies  affect ing denminational em~loyces 
p r w t e c l  hin t o  introduce a motion adcpted by the ccnvention without dissent  tha t  the 
t rus tees  of the bomds and agencies consult with the Southern Sapt i s t  Annuity 9oard 
over the development of  a uniforu retirement pro9ram. 

Abernathy, pastor of I m n u e l  napt i s t  Church, said the announcment of the retirement 
benefi ts  f o r  Porter Bouth of Nashville, steppin? down t h i s  year as executive Secretary- 
t reasurer  of the SDC Executive Committee, and Paul Stevens of Ft. Florth, who stepped 
down t h i s  year as president of the Radio and Television Commission, created the bulk of 
the discussion. 

"The adoption o f  o uniform policy would help us avoic! this--mil cer ta in ly  we don't 
new? t h i s  type of problem," Ahernarhy raid. IIe reminded then the Annuity Board has 
previously recomnendecl the adoption of a uniform policy. 

Tho pastor said all Southern Baptis ts  appreciate and des i re  t ha t  denominational 
employees be adequately cornpensatad duriqy the i r  years of labor. 

"h unifcrn retirement policy w i l l  help insure tha t  thay can r e t i r e  with d i~n i ty . ' '  
he explained. 

Approved without discussion, the notinn s t a t e s  tha t  a report on the interact ion 
between the Annuity Coard anil t rustees of the ry;encics, boards and cemmissions, who heve 
the rerponeibi l i ty  f o r  settin,? retirement ~ u i d e l i n e s ,  be presented a t  the 1930 
convention i n  St .  Louis. 

The messewers a l so  approved a motion offered by Owen Cooper, a Yazoo City, Miss*¶ 
buainess executive and f ormcr convention president,  t ha t  the Chris t ian Lif a Cotmiasion 
form a consortium of re l iz ious  bodies t ha t  woulC es tab l i sh  a national c o m i t t e e  fo r  thz 
w a l w t i o n  and labelin2 of television pronraus. 

" S ~ ~ & t h i n g  needs t o  be done about i t  (TV proframing), and I think one posi t tvc 
s tep  is a national c o w i t t c e  t ha t  could help lceep&ristians informed about what is being 
broadcast into the i r  homes , I '  he said. 

Cooper said the ccrmnittoe would look a t  television--and possibly other entertainncnt 
media pro&rama-.-in regards t o  "violence, crime, sexual aberrations, v u l ~ a r i t y  and such 
personally a d  harmful pract ices  as the consumption of beverzr~e alcohol, smokin:: and 
d r u ~  use." 

An amendment offered by Cooper was accepted by the messemers, asking the convention's 
Executive Cornittee t o  study fundim needs of the proposed committee. 

Aleo added t o  the notion was an ameminent, offered by Williau Whitf i e ld ,  pastor of 
the Cypress Shores Papt i s t  Church i n  Mobile, Allla. ,  statin:: tha t  the proweed c m i t t c e  
would work with "other ~ roups"  involved i n  teLevision procram i n t a r y e t a t i o n .  
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SALT II ~ o e s n ' t  Go Far 
Enough, Graham Says 

BOUSTOW, Texas (BP)--Evangelist B i l l y  Graham s a i d  i n  a news conference h e r e  t h n t  the  
S t r a t e g i c  t n s  Limita t ion Treaty (SALT 11) does not  po f a r  enough, and expressed f e a r s  t h a t  
i t s  a4oytion w i l l  g ive  t h e  world a f a l s e  sense  o f  s e c u r i t y  t h a t  world peace is eminent. 

"But SALT 11 doesn' t  even touch on some o f '  t h e  worst weapons,'' Graham s a i d  p r i o r  t o  h i 3  
a2nearance a t  t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention annual meeting. 

Decrying t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  na t ion  spends $400 b i l l i o n  on defanse every year, Graham 
added, "Just thinlc what t h a t  much money could 20 t o  feed o hungry world." 

Gr2h.m s a i d  hc feared t h n t  even with Si'LT 11, dozens af na t ions  no t  included i n  the  t r 2 a t y  
cnul? develo:, nuclear  weapons. "Someone l i k e  I J i  &in w i l l  5et them an3 push the  but ton to 
save himaelf ,  and i t ' s  l i k e l y  t o  s t a r t  e nuclear  chain  reac t ion  involvinl: the  whole w5rlgl," 
Grahsm sa id .  

F i e l d i n s  a wide-range of quest ions ,  Graham a l s o  touched an  homosexuality, t h e  so-called 
" fa i rness  doctrine" i n  t e l e v i s i o n  broadcastinn,  commented on t he  death of John Wayne, pave 
h i s  b e l i e f s  on the  Bible  as t h e  i n f a l l i b l e  Word of God, an i s s u e  which has  caused controversy 
i n  t h e  13.2 mi l l ion  member denouination t h i s  year.  

Commentin:, on R cur ren t  controversy i n  t h e  SllC over t he  inerrancy of the  Bibla,  Graham ' 

r ea f f  irmod h i s  own personal b e l i e f  t h a t  the  Bible  "is t h e  i n f a l l i b l e  Word of God." 

H e  s a i d  he  was d e l i ~ h t e f i  t o  be n S a p t i s t  and t o  a t t e n d  t h e  Southern B a a t i s t  Convention 
f o r  " there  is no o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  denominntion l i k e  i t  i n  t h e  world." He added t h a t  the  
charza of l i b e r a l i s m  comes up during the  S3C almost every yea r ,  f o r  i t  is a "world problen" 
t h z t  has ex i s t ed  ever s i n c e  Man and Eve. 

Graham hi&hly com?lemonted Pope John Paul 11, saying he  i s  "probably the  most ab le  Pop@ 
i n  our generation" nnd has  nore  charisma thnn any Pope wi th  the  poss ib le  exception of Pope 
John. 

He also conplenentcd k l r i a n  Rogers, t h e  newly-elected pres ident  of the  Southern Bap t i s t  
Convention, saying he i s  "one GE the bes t  f r i e n d s  I have." 

kslred why he has not  given stronger supwort t o  Anita ~ r y a n t ' s  campnign a g a i n s t  homosexu- 
a l i t y ,  Graham repeated h i s  views t h a t  honasexuali ty is n s i n ,  but  i s  one o f  many sins. "The 
Lord has not c a l l e d  me t o  lead a crusada on any p a r t i c u l a r  s i n ,  but  has  c a l l e d  me t o  preach 
t h e  gsspel.  " 

Asked rbcrut t h e  c a n c e l l a t i c n  of Bap t i s t  evange l i s t  James  obis son's t e l a v i s i c n  program by 
WFK-TV i n  Dallas becnuse of Robison's s ta tements  on homose:ruatity, Graham said he had 
never hod any problems wi th  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  cance l l ing  h i s  t e l e c a s t s  because of v i o l a t i o n  
of t h e  " fa i rness  d o c t r i n e ' n o r  had he f e l t  any r e s t r i c t i o n s  on h i s  preachin,? "on any sub jec t  
i n  t h e  Bible'' ( including homosexunlity) because of the  fn i rnese  doctr ine .  

Graham expressed deep personal l o s s  i n  the  doath of Actar John Wayne, S ~ y i n g  ''a P a r t  of 
America died when John Wayne die<,"  

C i t ing  h i s  f r i endsh ip  wi th  Wayno, Graham r e c a l l e d  one inc iden t  In which Wayne laughed 
s o  hard he s p i l l e d  chapnpne  a l l  over h i s  head and coat .   h reacher, everybody's coin% t o  
th ink  you've been dr inkinc ,"  Wayne laughed. 

Asked about h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  as o " re l ig ious  counselor:' t o  p res iden t s ,  Graham enid he 's  not  
s u r e  he ' s  ever been a r e l i ~ i o u s  counselor t o  any pres ident ,  and t h a t  he ' s  never been i nv i t ed  
by naptist: President  J i m y  Car te r  t o  ccne t o  t h e  White Iiouse, but  i f  i n v i t e d  ha  would go. 

Be t o l d  r e p o r t e r s  that: t h e  Watergate experience seemed "demonic" t o  him, but  denied t h a t  
he ever s a i d  former President  Elixon had demons. 

Graham dlsu took i s s u e  with some of t h e  th ings  published about him by m r s h a l l  Frsidy,  
but  he r e fusd  t n  c i t e  s p e c i f i c  inaccuracies  i n  ~ r a i d y ' s  book.' H e  added t h a t  Froidy, author 
of a bioern-~hy on Graham, never took any notes  o r  used a tape recorder i n  t h e i r  in terviews,  
and questioned, "How a man can quote you accura te ly  some days l a t e r . "  

:Ie s a i a  t h a t  the  c e n t e r  of C h r i s t i a n i t y  seems t o  be s h i f t i n g  from America t o  Asia and 
h f r i c 3 ,  c i t i n g  ? red ic t ions  t h a t  85 percent o f  Afr ica  south  of  t h e  Sahara may someday be 
Christim. lie pointed t o  tremendous r e v i v a l s  going, on i n  Korea, E9np Kon~, Taiwan, and 
Sincapore where he r e c e n t l y  held  crusades. 
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Grch,m, however, rcfuser! t o  zct in to  a detoiler! ,liscussion of  peace i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  the 
NiclJle Eest, or  I;ible rrcphccies on the  llic?,!le East, s a y i c  i t  would take ncro t h e  than 
he had and was too complicated.' 

iIe aail hc was dellahted t o  sec  "the f i r s t  ntcpn toward pence," an!! cal led fo r  
Christians t o  support e f f o r t s  for worlc! peace EI'Ic~ nuclear disnrmnne~t ,  
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S3C Uonors 
Porter Rcuth 

I33ptist Press 
6/13/79 

IIOUSTON, Texas (i3P)--Ilesscngers to the Southern Baptist  Convention hero honcred the 
r e t i r i ng  executive secretary-trensurer cf i ts  Executive Cornittee by ac!aptiny: a resclut ion 
declarin:: t ha t  "Southern Dnptists o r e  ba t t e r  pcople because ef h i s  work. many them." 

Rcuth, whose r e t i r e n t  takes e f f cc t  July 31, has serve6 i n  the c h i d  adnin is t ra t ive  
port f o r  the denminst icn s ince 1951. !le w i l l  hc succeeded by Barold Gennett ir. the 
Executive C o n n i t t e ~  pest an~l es SFC t reasurer .  

Defore tk-t he served as secretary cf survey f c r  the i3zptist Sun2sy School Board, ns 
edi tor  cf the Daptist  Pie.ssen?cr of Oklahma, as sccrctrrry cf BrcthcrhooS anc! premt icn  f o r  
the 3apt i s t  General Convention of Oklahcna, a d  as ins t ruc tc r  i n  journalism a t  O k l s h ~ m  
gap t is t University. 

The Lockhart, Tcxos nzt ive,  whc w i l l  5c 68 on July 14, was c i t e3  as lendins the 
den~minaeion i n  its period of rwst extensivr. ~ rowth .  Durinr his 28 years a s  executive 
secretary-treasurer the number of S2C consregations increased from 28,2119 t c  more them 
35,900, while church membership rrew from 7,373,493 t r  more than 13 million. 

ContrQutions t o  the dencninntinnqs Cnopcrntive Pro~ram nethot! of financing its 
missionary and educaricnal profirms have increased fron $21.5 mil l ion t o  $153 n i l l i o n  end 
t o t a l  rnissicn g i f t s  f r w  $37.2 t o  $318.3 million. 

The resolut ion paid t r i bu t e  t o  Routh's "personal J d i c a t l ~ n  t c  Jesus Chris t ,  his 
personal d i sc ip l ine  as an accmplished ~ d n i n i s t r a t o r  ant1 1ode.r and h i s  personal loyal ty 
to Gnptist i dea l s  cni! causes." 
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63C Elects  ' Small 
Churchq Pastor as 2nd VP 

Sopt i s t  Press 
5/13/79 

IDJSTON, Texcs (3P)--In E. run-cff e lect ion,  Don Tcuchrcln, pastcr  of Central Daptist 
Church, Srnndon, Pla. ,  was elected seccnd vice-president of the Southern 3ap t i s t  Convcn- 
t ion. 

Touchton, Fcstar o f  thc  4C0-member church, wno nacilin:rteil ns c  rent pastor of E. 

small church.' who w i l l  rcprcscnt the majcrity o f  Southern qap t i s t  churches which are not 
l a r ~ e  "super churches." 

Earl ier ,  tlessenzers olec t e l  Adrian Gazers, pastor,  3ellevue Captis t Church, klwphis, 
Tenn., as prasiZent, and hbner McCnll, president of Ex~yylor University, Maco, Texas, es 
f i r s t  v ice  president. 

Touchton reccLvc'f 56.63 percent of the .rca-off votcs ef?ainst Hmcr G .  Lindsay Jr., 
pastor of F i r s t  "Yptis t  Churc!:, Jacks,-nvilla, Fla ,  ,and imed ia t e  past  president of the 
Southern lloptist  Pastorst  Conference. 

Other nominees i n  the  f i r s t  e lec t ion  fo r  the seconc! vica-presidency were Roy LaM, 
pastor cf 3ap t i s t  Tcnple, Houston, ancl l!ilton Cunninzhim, pas tor  of H~ustnn '  s Nestbury 
Baptist  Church a d  current prcaidcnt of the Texas Baptist  Convention. 

Other new convention o f f i ce r s  inc lu i !~  Harold Ccnnott, tncomin~ executive secretary-' 
t reasurer ,  S3C Executive Ccrrmittee, Nashville: Tenn.* convention treasurer: Lee Porter ,  
Baptist  Sunday Scl?ocrl lioarld, Nashville, convention reccrdinr: 8eeretary. 

Nollia Takes S3C Television 
Rcsolurion t o  S t a t e  Pane1 

Daptiat Press 
6/13/79 

kfASIiIlJGTO!7 (DP)--1Jcrd of Sauthcrn "up t i s t  Convcnticn act ion on broerlczstiny, legisln- 
t i on  wca carr ied t o  Connress by a Chris t ian Li fe  Ccmission spokesmn here. 
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Harry El. f I a l l i s  Jr., the com.issi .>n7s r*ssociate executive sec re ta ry ,  appaared b e f ~ r r  
t h e  Senate Subcommittee on cS*lmerce, Science and Transpor ta t ion of the  ~bmnunicnt ions  
Comqittee. 

Be s a i d  t h n t  zaessenEers t n  t h e  annual meetin; of Southern Bap t i s t s  i n  Woust,?n had 
"untminously and en thus ias t i ca l ly"  7nssed a motion c3 l l In$  on Con:?ress t o  includa the  
publ ic  i n t e r e s t  standard i n  any comunicat ions  l e g i s l z t i o n  they wri te .  Ile a l s o  S C ~ J  t h a t  
t h e  not ion included rdaff i rmat ion c f  t he  idea  t h a t  the  airwaves belong t o  ths ~ h e r i c a n  
p e o ~ l e .  

The subccnmitter: is  holding henr inzs  cn amendments t 3  thz  1934 Coumunicntions Act which 
cur ren t ly  r e ~ u l n t e s  the  broadcast  inzust ry .  S i n i l n r  h e a r i n y  a r e  i n  3ro3ress  on t h e  House 
s ide .  

U. S. Sen. Earry Gnldwater, P,-~Iriz., sponsor o f  one af the measures before  the  subcon- 
mi t t ee ,  s a i d  t h a t  "our Tur;?ase is t c  de rezu la te  b r o a d c a s t i n  as much as we c m . "  Hnl l i s  
respcrnded by aayiny; t h a t  he "would hope the  t a s k  wsuld alsn be t o  p ro tec t  t h e  publ ic  i n t 2 r e s t . "  

mldwater  s a i d  t h a t  he a l s o  d i s l i k e s  snqe t e l e v i s i ~ n  projircnming b u t  f e a r s  v i o l a t i o n  of 
F i r s t  Lmentlment r i g h t s  i f  governnent c ~ n t i n u e o  re:ulotion. "EJe must depend u3on the  decency, 
i f  t h e r e  is such a th ine ,  i n  t h e  ~ro!:rncmers' hea r t , "  he comentrd .  

Hol l i s  t o l d  n a p t i s t  Press  t h a t  h i s  rending of the  publ ic  msod i s  concern f o r  the  e f f e c t  
.3f  v i o l e n t  e x p l o i t a t i v e  pro7ramning. " P e c ~ l e  don ' t  ca re  i f  t e l e v i s i o n  i s  deregul3ted.  They 
cnrc  abgut what's happenin: t o  t h e i r  children. ' '  

l lo l l in  a l a s  chztrged t h a t  t h e  spons,-irs of l e ~ i s l s t i ~ n  n r e  prepared t c  dt3 whntevzr the  
b r ~ a d c c s t  indus t ry  w m t o  r a t h e r  than prlstect t h e  public.  ''Tiln l i n e s  a r e  c l e z r l y  lrawn," 
he  sa id .  "It's d e r e ~ u l a t e ,  a s  the  indus t ry  r eques t s ,  o r  m i n t s i n  the  publ ic  i n t e r e s t  
stnn4arC and oerve the  ~ c o i ~ l e  of t h e  nation." 

Jo in in3  I Ia l l i s  and o the r  ru l iq i , )us  spokesqersons bef:)re t h ~  subcommittee i n  a t t ack ing  
t h e  renoval. of the publ ic  i n t e r e s t  stzndarc? was Jack Csloclnor of the  dm-CIO. "We have 
here o mio;lnce? confidence t h 2 t  marketylsce fo rces  can Fro tac t  the  publ ic  i n t e r z s t , ' "  
h l ~ d n r r  said. "If t h e r e  i s  one t h i n s  we have learned i n  the  fmericsn exyerience,  eoiwcial ly  
i n  the  labor movenent, i t  is  t h n t  the  p r o f i t  no t ive  is  not  appropr intc  i n  a l l  circumstances 
and cannot be deifi6d." 

P r e s s l e r  Explains Bap t i s t  Press  
6/13/79 

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)--In nn impromptu 3 r e s s  confarenco explaining rumcrs about the  can- 
paign of t h e o l o t i c a l  conservat ives  t o  e l e c t  t h e  Southzrn 13nptist Convention p res iden t ,  
Boustnn Judze Paul P r e s s l e r  denied ylonninq, strnte;!izin? rrr i r , ~ ~ l e n m t i n g  any orqanized 
e f f o r t  t o  e l e c t  Adrian Rogers. 

"~i in?ly  t h e  conservat ives  ate comunicatinp,  with each o the r  f o r  the  f i r s t  time,:' P reas le r  
ex?lained. 

Ruinors tu  which P r e s s l e r  r e s~ondc l l  centered around h i s  use o f  a "skybox" execut ive  
suits i a - t h ~  ca~r:GentL )n rae5tix h n l l  Er :n ;rl~ich stnne.sai*! he 'o rcKes t r l t ed - the  e l e c t i o n  a 
-rcs'iJect ~ i : ~ ~ l i t t Q 1  t 1 th,? z c n r ? c y  of t he  Scriptures. 

P r e s s l e r  admitted p n r t i c i p a t i n s  i n  an w2en dinner  neetin;  at tended by 400 conszrvatives 
whore an "advisory s a t n p l i n ~  o f  opinion," was taken t3  " r e f l e c t  t n  the  t h r e e  ind iv f sua l s  
under consideration" f o r  poss ib le  nomination a s  p r e s i d ~ n t .  

The th ree ,  he  s a i d ,  were Adrian Rnzers, pas to r  of 3el levue Bap t i s t  Churcn, Memphis; 
J e r r y  Vines, pas to r  of Dauphin \.fay Bap t i s t  Church, Mobile; and Bailey S9i th ,  pas tc r  of 
First Southern Bap t i s t  Church, Del City ,  Okln. 

Cr one point  i n  t h e  inpronptu explanat isn ,  P r e s s l e r ,  highly recardei? I n  t he  licuston l e g a l  
c i r c l e s ,  showed t he  s t r a i n s  he will have accompanied him d u r i n ~  the  convention week. 

With t e a r s  i n  his voice and .I nesr- t renbl inz  i n  h i s  f ace ,  P r e s s l a r  said a f t e r  t h i s  
cour t  tern he plans  t o  take  m a i l i n 2  son t o  color art.^ before  rdturning t o  ISouston i n  
Septenber, 

P r e s s l e r  said,  when he r e t u r n s  "conservntives w i l l  continue t q  da what s t h e r s  hrrve dnno: 
cz)municete. :' 

-more- 
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!*en hypotheeizin,c: about n possiLle  inquiry  i n t c  the  c o m i t n e n t  tn b i b l i c a l  
inerrancy among Southern Eliptist  personnel,  P r e s s l e r  s a i d  what he woulc!. dl; i f  he  were 
pres ident  of the  convention and a pres ident  of a Sout i~ern Bapt is t  seminary. 

As  seminary p res iden t  he would "welcome" any inqu i ry  ou t  of concern f o r  h i s  
i n s t i t u t i o n .  As convention pres ident  he wnul2"co-municate h i s  concerns" t o  t h e  
appropr ia te  persons. 

Althoueh he woulr! not r e fuse  a?pointz~ent t o  nn inquiry  panel t o  search f u r  persons 
not conmitted t o  inerrancy,  he reninded, "I have n jo5.'. 

P r e s s l e r  was reminde2 t h n t  t h e  s ix  Southern Ba;tist seninnry p res iden t s  i n  a j o i n t  
news conference i n  May denied having any f a c u l t y  m e h e r s  who would c a l l  i n t o  quest ion 
t h e  c r e a t i o n  accounts I n  Genesis o r  t h e  bodi ly  r e su r rec t ion  of Chr i s t  a s  repor ted i n  t h e  
New Testament. 

He responded by sayinp he i s  concerned about s ta tements  c e r t a i n  sernimry profes- 
sors made i n  t h e i r  books and t o  t h e  press  concernin2 b i b l i c a l  inerrancy. 

Me a l s o  c r i t i c i z e d  g a p t i s t  Press, tire news s e r v i c e  of t h e  SEC, which he claimed 
labeled him i n  a pre-convention s t o r y  as an ' ,ultra-conservative. ' '  He sa id  he  was not  
"ul t ra"  anythin:,, but was p a r t  of t h e  mainline of t h e  S3C. 

Pre-convention r e p o r t s  inilicatec! t h a t  P r e s s l e r  an2 Poige Pa t t e r son ,  pres ident  of t h e  
Criswel l  Center f o r  C i b l i c a l  Studies ,  Dal las ,  hod conducted meetings ac ross  the  country 
t o  d iacuss  e l e c t i n z  an SCC pres ident  c o m i t t e 3  t o  5 i b l i c a l  inerrancy. 

During the  in terview;  P r e s s l e r  received p e r s i s t e n t  questions from B a ~ t i s t  Standard 
Edi tor  P r e s n a l l  Wood of Dal las  who questioner! whether P r e s s l e r  was n val i r !  messenger t o  
tne  convention. 

Prefisler claimed he was a messenTer f r o n  F i r s t  n a p t i s t  Church of B e l l r i r e ,  Texas, a 
suburb of Houston, where he  is  an "honorary" m e ~ b e r ,  bu t  not a messenger o f  F i r s t  Bap t i s t  
Church, Houston, where be i s  a member. F r e s s l e r  explained that he is  a c t u a l l y  a member 
of F i r s t  Da?t is t ,  bu t  has spoken s o  many times a t  t h e  E e l l a i r e  church t h a t  he  had been 
node an "honorary" member there .  

When quest ions  a rose  about t h e  v a l i + i t y  of h i s  c r e d c n t i e l s ,  P r e s s l e r  s a i d  be went t o  
S3C Regis t r a t ion  Secretary  Lee P o r t e r  and of fe red  t o  t u r n  then i n ,  bu t  P o r t e r  s a i d  he  
hod no au thor i ty  t o  accept them. 

Por te r  l a t e r  ex7lained t h n t  dec i s ions  about whether s messenger i s  bonafide o r  not  
must be  handled by t h e  convention's  c r e d e n t i d s  c o r n i t t e e  i f  nny messenger's r e g i s t r a t i o n  
is challenged. 

Por te r  added, however, t h n t  i n  h i s  person31 opinion, P r e s s l e r  was not  a v a l i d  
messenger because A r t i c l e  3, i tem 4 of t h e  S3C Const i tu t ion s t a t e s  t h a t  each messenger 
must be  a member of t h e  church which e l e c t s  him, and t h a t  the  convention makes no 
provis ion f o r  "dual'. membership o r  "honorary" membership. 

P r e s s l e r  soid he o f fe red  t o  turn i n  h i s  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  and charged t h a t  the contro- 
versy over t h e  v a l i d i t y  of h i s  c r e d e n t i a l s  i s  "a non-issue" bein? blown up by t h e  Bap t i s t  
media. Ele s a i d  he voted d u r i n ~  t h e  SBC because h i s  c r e d e n t i a l s  were not  withdrawn a f t e r  
h e  volunteered t o  r e l inqu i sh  then. He s a i d  i t  wc?s obvious t h a t  h i s  one v o t e  d id  not  
a f f e c t  t h e  outcor:e i n  an e l e c t i o n  ( i n  which Adrian Rogers received 51 percent of t h e  
vo te  on t h e  f i r s t  b a l l o t  i n  competit ion wi th  f i v e  o the r  persons).  

Executive Cormittee 
&-Elects Wester 

B a p t i s t  Press  
6/13/79 

HOUSTOIJ, Texas (BE')--Brooks Wester, Dsstor of F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church, Hat t iasburg,  
Miss,, was re-elected ehairnan of the Southern Bap t i s t  Convention's Executive C o d t r e e  
in  a meeting here.  

The committee a l s o  expressed apprecia t ion f o r  i t s  outgoing execut ive  secre tary-  
t r e a s u r e r  Por te r  Routh, who w i l l  r e t i r e  July  31. The committee went through t h e  formal i ty  
of r e -e lec t ing  Routh t o  se rve  u n t i l  h i s  re t i rement  d a t e  and re-e lect ing Harold Bennett 
t o  r e n t s  as Routh's successor.  

Rodney R. Landes, E l  Dorado, Ark., businessman, was e lec ted  v i c e  chairman; 
Pres ton 8.  Cull i ron,  a t to rney  from Columbia, S.C. ,  was re-elected sec re ta ry .  
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INS-TION 

In  story on page 7 of today's Baptist  Preas mailing, en t i t l ed  "SBC Elects 'Small 
Church' Pastor as 2nd VP," please i n s e r t  the  following paragraph after graph number 3: 

Touchton contributes regular ly t o  the  Baptist  Faith and Message Fellowship, an 
independent group dedicated t o  advocacy of b i b l i e d  Inerrancy and seeking out  of 
Southern Bapriet " l iberale  ," aceordiag t o  B i l l  Powell, edi tor  of t he  fellowship's 
publication. 

CORRECTION 

Oa page 4 of today's Baptist  Press mailing, en t i t l ed  "SBC Reaffirms Baptis t  Faith and 
Message," phase  make the  folloving correct ion i n  l i n e  one of graph 11 : Change 
Ridgeland, H s a . ,  t o  St. Louie, Uo. 
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Advance Background Story 
Bold Mission 

Enthusiasm High For While It 1s Yet Day! 

Astrodome Extravaganza 

HOUSTON, Texas--Growing enthusiasm points to a record breaking attendance a t  the 
Bold Mission Thrust Rally in Houston's Astrodome, June 13, which will travel via two 
satellites to locations a l l  over the country, according to Southern Baptist Convention 
Resident Jimmy R. Allen. 

The rally, scheduled a s  the Wednesday evening session of the 134th SBC annual meeting, 
will be fed to Western Union's Westar I and RCA's Satcom I "to maximize the number of 
earth stations which can receive and relay the signal," said Robert Taylor, the SBC Radio 
and TV Commission vice president coordinating technical arrangements. 

Billed by Allen a s  the first time in history that a convention session of a Christian group 
has been carried via satellite and electronic media simultaneously to many points across 
the United States, the rally has attracted growing attention. 

Satellite rallies have been scheduled in a t  least a dozen cities which may attract about 
75,000 persons to large screen presentations of the extmvaganza in the Astrodome. It 
will also be screened a t  numerous churches and on a variety of commercial and cable 
TV outlets a s  Southern Baptists dedicate 1,100 missionaries. 

Allen, who has spearheaded the effort, hopes to fill the 57,000-seat Astrodome itself 
with persons who have come to see  Southern Baptists focus the eyes and ears of the world 
on Bold Mission Thrust, the SBC's plan to present the gospel to every person on earth 
by the year 2000. 

Evangelist Billy Graham will close out the meeting with a message and challenge for 
mors than 1,000 persons to dedicate themselves to missions. Challenges will also be 
issued a t  satellite rallies. Before Graham speaks, the 1,100 missionaries, appointed for 
terms ranging from a year to a career, will kneel beside a n  equal number of persons from a 
wide range of Southern Baptist leadership and pray. An 8,000-voice choir, led by Graham 
team member Cliff Barrows, will sing, 

Texas Baptists are working hard to develop the 8,000-voice choir and a busing program 
to fill the Astrodome, said executive director James H. Landes. 

The choir will involve the Texas Baptist All-State Youth Choir and Band and church choirs. 
Sam Prestidge,secretary of the Texas Baptist church music department, said choirs will 
come from large and small churches in and out of Texas . Out of state churches include First 
Baptist Church, Valdosta, Ga.; Ffrst Baptist Church, Bowling Green,'Ky.; and First Baptist 
Church, Orlando, Fla . 

Prestidge said the nine associations surrounding Houston have 18,000 youth and adult 
choir members. The churches in the area have been asked to aim for a goal of 50 percent of 
the:r total choir members. 

Ed Idux, director of the Texas Baptist special services division, said more than 600 
buses have been committed to bring people to the rally. 

Landes said churches are also urged to bring their young people to.a youth rally a t  
Astroworld Wednesday afternoon, June 13, and then to the Bold Mission Thrust Rally during 
the evening. 
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The program will get underway a t  7 p.m., Central Time, and 8 p.m., Eastern Time, 
with a flag processional of a l l  the 50 states and 94 nations where Southern Baptists have 
missionaries and feature a program packed with missions. 

The evening will feature messages by Baker James Cauthen, executive director of the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, Richmond, Va . , and ~ i l l i a m  G. Tanner, executive 
director of the Home Mia sion m r d ,  Atlanta, Ga . , and te stimonie s from home and foreign 
mission personnel. 

They include Scott Appleton, former professional football player now a Mission Service 
Corps volunteer; Cherry Chang, church growth consultant to Asians in Los Angeles for the 
Home Mission Board; John Cheyne, associate consultant on relief ministries for the Foreign 
Mission Board; and Ronnie Boswell, a furloughing foreign missionary from Brazil working 
this year with Texas Bagtlsts. 

Apgleton, a former All-American football player with the University of Texas end winner 
of the prestigious Outland Trophy for outstanding college lineman, played professionally 
with the Houston Oilers and the San Diego Chargers. 

A recovered alcoholic, Appleton accepted Christ because of the ministry of First Baptlst 
Church, San Antonio, Texas, where Allen is pastor. He now senres a s  a Mission Senrice 
Corps volunteer in San Antonio under the sponsorship of the church, operating the church'a 
unique restaurant ministry, the Fourth Street Inn. 

Mission Service Corps is the SBC program to send volunteer missionaries for one to two 
years service to work with career missionaries on home and foreign mission fields. 

Just before Graham speaks, Allen will deliver a challenge to the missionaries and Carolyn 
Weatherford, executive dlrector of the Woman's Missionary Union, Birmingham, A h . ,  will 
lead a dedicatory prayer. 
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While It Is Yet Day! 

For Your Information 

A news conference for  Georgi Vins, Russian B a p t i s t  pas to r  recent ly freed 
a f t e r  f i ve  years i n  prison, w i l l  be held i n  the news room a t  2:30 p.m., Thursday, 
June 14. 

The family of  Vins w i l l  a r r ive  i n  New York City a t  3:00 p.m. on Wedneeday, 
June 13. Most: of the family members w i l l .  proceed t o  Middlebury College i n  
Middlebury, V t . ,  whtch is  providing a cottage f o r  the Vins family. 

Two family members, Vine' w i f e  Nadezhda, and h i s  e ldes t  daughter Natslya, 27, 
u i l l  come w i t h  Vins on Thursday morning t o  at tend the Southern Baptis t  Convention. 

Vins is scheduled t o  bring the closing message during the SBC a t  9:00 p.m., 
Thursday. 

Family members who w i l l  a r r i ve  i n  New York Wednesday include: 

Lydia, Vins' mother; 
Nadezhda, h i s  wife; 
Natalya, 27; 
Peter ,  23; 
Liza, 18; 
Zhenya, 14; 
Alexander, 7; 
Ludmilla, a neice (age pbt available) ; 
and a S t .  Bernard dog. 

By Jim Newton -- 11:30 Tuesday morning 

\ 
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SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION 

Transportation during the Southern Baptist Convention, June 12-14, will be dificult because of lack of parking. The 
Local Committee and the Southern Baptist Convention planners, who have been working hard to iron out as many 
of the diflculties as possible, urge messengers to show a cooperative spirit as we work together under 
God's leadership to make this a great convention despite the transportation problems. 

The Convention meets at the Summit during the morning, afternoon, and evening sessions on Tuesday and 
Thursday and during the morning session on Wednesday. There is  no afternoon session on Wednesday, 
but the evening session that day will be at the Astrodome. 

Here's how you can help IF YOU HAVE A CAR IN HOUSTON: 

The glut of Houston traffic allows absolutely NO PARKING at the Summit before 6 p.m. Messengers are urged 
to observe that regulation to avoid being towed away by the city. During the day, please drive your car to the Rice 
Stadium Parking Lor, located at the intersection of University Boulevard and Greenbriar, and ride one of the shuttle 
buses (Bus 7%4) to the Summit. Parking is  $1 per car. The shuttle bus from the parking lot to the Summit is  $1 per 
person. Messengers may park free at the Summit on Tuesday and Thursday evenings after 6 p.m. Parking costs $2 
at th Astrodome on Wednesday night. 

Pleas , if you have a car, use it to drive to the Rice Stadium Parking Lot during the day and to the Summit or the 
Astrodome in the evenings. Seventy percent of the shuttle buses are committed to the park-and-ride part of the 
transportation system. Help others by asking those without cars to ride with you. 

Here's how you can help IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A CAR IN HOUSTON: 

Buses run Tuesday through Thursday, from 7:30 a.m. 'ti1 10:30 p.m., to the Summit or Astrodome from three 
locutions-the Hyatt Regency, Downtown Holiday Inn, and the Rice Stadium Parking Lot (Shamrock Hilton at night). 
If you are not staying at one of these locations, feeder buses will take you from your hotel to one of the I cations. 
Total cost from your hotel to the Summit or Astrodome i s  $2. Bus tickets may be purchased at the Summit, at vari- 
ous hotels, or when you get on the bus at your hotel. To find out which bus you should take, find your hotel an the list 
on the back of this page. 

NEED MORE INFORMATION? Cull the transportation hot line-850-0735. The hot line will be open Monday, 1 p.m.- 

9 p.m.; Tuesday, 7 a.m.-9 p.m.; Wednesday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-9p.m. 

LEAVE EARLY FOR EACH SESSION ! 



ALBERT PICK MOTOR INN-Bus s rvice only n Wednesday night. Ride Bus #3 from motel. 

*ALLEN PARK INN-Ride Bus #21 from the motel to the Holiday Inn-Downtown. Tak Bus #2 to the Summit or 
b e .  

*AsTRO VILLA E HOTbRide Bus $42 to the Rice Stadium Parking Lot, Take Bus #4 to the Summit. Wednesday 
night walk to the Dome. 

*CEFETER CITY MOM-Same bus service as Allen Park Inn. 

*CHIEF MOTEL--Ride Bus #43 to the Rice Stadium Parking Lot. Take Bus #4 to the Summit or Dome. 

CRESTWOOD MOTEGGo to Chief Motel for bus service. 

*EXECUTIVE RED CARPET INN-Same bus service as Albert Pick Motor Inn. 

GRANT MOTEL-Go to Roadrunner Motor Inn for bus service. 

*HOLIDAY INN (Central)-Ride Bus 844 to Rice Stadium Parking Lot. Bus #4 To the Summit or Dome. 

*HOLIDAY INN (Downtown)-Take Bus U2 from motel to Summit or Dome. 

*HOLIDAY INN (Medical CenterkTake Bus #41 from motel to Rice Stadium Parking Lot. Take Bus #4 to Summit. At 
night go to Shamrock Hilton to get Bus 141. 

"HOLIDAY INN-(West Loop)--Take Bus #3 from motel to Summit or Dome. 

*HYAT? REGENCY-Take Bus #1 from hotel to Summit or Dome. 

LA QUINTA INN-Same bus service as Albert Pick Motor Inn. 

LAMAR HOTECGo to Hyatt Regency for bus service. 

*MARRIOlT (Astrodome)--Same bus service as Holiday Inn-Medical Center. 

"MARRIOTT (Wed Loop)--Same bus service as Holiday Inn-West Loop. 

*MEMORIAL PARK INN--Same bus service as Allen Park Inn. 

*MEMORIAL PLAZA HOLIDAY INN-Same bus service as Allen Park Inn. 

RAMADA INN (Dome)-Go to Roadrunner Motor Inn for bus service. 

* W D A  INN (Civic Center)--Same bus service as Allen Park Inn. 

*REGAL 8-ASTRODOME--Same bus service as Chief Motel. 

*ROADRUNNER MOTOR INN--Same bus service as Chief Motel. 

SAVOY HOTEL-Go to Holiday Inn-Downtown for bus service. 

"SHAMROCK HILTON-Take Bus $41 to Rice Stadium Parking Lot, Take Bus 14 to the Summit. At night Bus #41 ga s  
fr m the Shamrock Hilton to the Summit or Dome. 

SHERATON~HOUSTONLG~ to Hyatt Regency for bus service. 

ST UFFER'S-Some bus sewice as Albert Pick Motor Inn. 

SUN VAUEY MOTEL--Go to Roadrunner Motor Inn for bus service. 

SURREY HOUSE HOTH-Go to Roadrunner Motor Inn for bus service. 

TIDELANDS MOTOR INN--Go to Hollday Inn-Medical Center for bus service. 

TIDES Il-Go to Holiday Inn-Medical Center for bus service. 

TRAVELODGGSume bus aervice as Albert Pick Motor Inn. 

* V I U  INN (formerly Vagaband Inn)-Same bus service as Chief Motel. 

*WARWICK HOTEL-Sam bus service as Holiday Inn-Central. 

*WHITE HOUSE MOTOR HOTEL-Same bus service as Chief Motel. 

WHITEHALL HOTEL-Go to Holiday Inn-Downtown for bus rvic . 
An asterisk (*) indicates a daytime bus stop. 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

.bnday Morning Paetora 

HOUSTOPI, June 11--Phoenix Poatitr Mchnrr? A. Jackem useJ h i s  spot 7n the EVJnZay rwm- 
in% session of the S3uthern Baptist  Pastors '  Conference here to  praise  one Baptist  ccrllege 
while c r i t i c i z i n . ~  othera. 

Jacksim, pastor of Ilotth Phnenix Baptist  Church, l9udet.l Grand Canyon College 
President B i l l  Wil l ima h)r not allowin;: the school's untlefeatetl baseball  tean t3 cmpete  
i n  the NAIA World Series  becauee the team celebrated victory i n  the area tournanent with 
champagne. The players fa i led  i n  an attempt t.) qet a s t a t e  court t )  force the school t o  
l e t  then par t ic ipa te  i n  the  tournament. 

The controversy a t  the college, owned ant? nperare-l by the Arizona Bluthern Baptiat 
Canvention, arose a f t e r  a picture appeared i n  local Phoenix newspapers of the players 
celebratinr; t he i r  l a s t  victory by pourin,? chanpnpne over t he i r  heads. Zules i n  the Grand 
Canyon student handbook prohibi t  the pnssessian or use of dcohoLic beverayer by students. 

Jackeon eairl other  Baptist  s c h o ~ l s  should "stand f o r  what i e  noral  and r i s h t '  and 
follow the  example s e t  by Grstlrl Canyon College. 

Jackson woe one o f  four preachers who aJ1ressed the !bnday mnrning session of the 
paetox's conference. Each had advice on how t h e i r  fellow paators niqht  ir~prove t he i r  
effect iveness  i n  the ministry. 

Jackson told the postdrs t ha t  God appoints a man to a part icular  task not becauee 
tha t  mzn i s  perfect  but because he I s  aerfect fo r  the task. Ile warned tha t  any man Gat! 
appoints w i l l  be canfranred by opposition, but i f  God has arpointe.! hirn then he aeell not 
defend himself a s  lonz as he follows Gad's l e s J i n ~ .  

Echoing Jackson's s t a t e n t s ,  J i m  Ilenry, poetnr o f  Firat: Baptist  Church, Orlando, 
said n pastor m a t  have a c a l l  t ha t  is ce r t a in  anJ stand nn chat c a l l  a s  a str1)nc: "pastor- 
shepherd." He aaid m e  of the reasons fo r  t he  decline of bapt i sm i n  the Southern 
Baptist  Convention is the  lack of etronz pastoral  1esJership. 

"The sheep don't roam around fo r  the shepherd tn  fqllow,'' he said. "The shepherd 
leads the  sheep and i t ' e  t ine  fqr our pastors t o  lead the i r  people...tIe m a t  e e t  out anon: 
the sheep and love them snJ care  for  them." 

h l p h  Stone, paetor of North J ~ c k e o n v i l l e  Baptist  Church, Jacksonville, Fla., - - 
encourage3 pastors t o  have a posi t ive a t t i t u d e  "towlrd t he i r  Got!, t he i r  pe*,ple anJ t he i r  
place of aentice." 

"Often cinree, we allow a negative a t t i t u d e  ti) ievelo:, i n  our mind t;rward one of the 
staff  nembers o r  toward the church where we a r e  serving. ..!!e become discouraged and 
depreesed and as a r e su l t ,  the work of Chrlat suffers .  

"A negative a t t i t u d e  is of the devil ," he continued. "h posi t ive a t t i t ude  is  of Clie 
Lord.. .Every problem you face can be an oppc?rrunity f o r  God t o  show H i s  grantneas." 

Jomes A. Ponder of Jacksnnville, d i rec tor  of evanzeliem fo r  the Florida Bap t i s t  
Convention, contended muy paetors have l o s t  tile cuttin;: edge af t he i r  ministry, The 
cu t t ing  edge can be restoretl only by goinn, back t o  the scene of f a i l u r e  and omfessing 
it, ha raid. 

"Once you apply the  Croee t o  the point o f  defeat i n  your l i f e ,  God w i l l  r es tore  you." 

- 30 - 

South rn Ba~tist Conv ntion, Houston, June 12-14,1979 
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WMU Vocational Dinner 
Bold Mission 

While It Is Yet Day! 

HOUSTON, June 10--A worcza profeooor i n  soc i a l  work education at Southern Baptis t  
Theological Seminary a t  Louinvtlle,  Ky., ca l led  on the Southern Baptis t  Convention here 
Sunday night t o  t a b  steps t c  make youag women aware of the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  facing them i f  they 
an-r God's c a l l  t o  en te r  denominational work. 

h . . e  Davis to ld  3C3 part ic ipants  a t  a dinner fo r  women i n  church-related wea t ions  that 
tao  a n y  g i r l s  come t o  B q t i s t  &?m%naries thin:cLllg an education w i l l  guarantee them a place 
i n  denominational o r  church l i f e .  

"Ocr dcnoainarion in its l i t e r a t u r e  and through other  processes must begin e a r l i e r  t o  
acqualnt young wcman ca l led  of God t o  w h c t  may be i n  s tore  f o r  them i f  they answer t ha t  
ca l l , "  Davts raid. 

She sa id  t;:e r e a l i t y  cf th= d i f f i cu l t y  of a w0z.x get t ing the posi t ion she thinks ahe 
has been cal led for--2nd tkon t r o h e d  t o  f i l l - -of ten 8oes not e t r i ke  u n t i l  l ace  i n  the 
Beminary process. 

"3 have a l o t  of y a u n ~  wcrisn i n  ny elasses wondering what they a r e  going t o  do," she 
said. "The idea t h s t  they t.*ill be guarmteed placement upon conpletion of t h e i r  seminary 
work j u s t  Zoea not w-,s*:t." 

Davis said ~ h e  thinks it i s  "more difficult--much Gore d i f f i cu l t "  f o r  a woman t o  puraue 
a Southern Ba?eist cnreer tcday the.n i t  :<a= 20 years ago. "It was ea s i e r  f o r  me when I 
s ta r ted ,  beceune people weren't looking fo r  me," 

The professor cha rac t c~ i zed  today as a d i f f i c u l t  time f o r  women in Southern Baptist  
l i f e .  

 BE^ i n  our denomination t o  make progress you j u s t  about ahtays have t o  suf fe r  tempo- 
ra ry  setbacks before you crn 11rk0, any 1or.g-rz-~e gair*s." 

Davis sa id  one of the 1t3jor steps confronting women i n  seeking a re l ig ious  ca l l ing  is 
competence. 

"In our rocicty, an inconacten: m a  cen be hired t o  f i l l  a position. A woman has t o  ba 
competent t o  get  rhs jc5.I' 

The dinner mceting was hold as pa r t  of the  annual nm-eting of  the  Womcn's Missionary 
Union. It grew out of an inter-.-qzr.cy consultation on women i n  church-related vocations 
l a s t  Septembar In Nashville. 

Laura Fry, evangelis3 consultant with women fo r  the Home Mission Board i n  Atlanta, said 
women need t o  becores =ore conscious of the ro le  they can a s sme  i n  Southern Baptis t  l i f e .  

Too often, women are ruled ont of jobs j u s t  because they have always been occupied by 
a man, she contended. 

"Just the svggestion t ha t  i t  could be f i l l e d  by a woman often opens doors. 

"In my pilgrimage thua f s r  with God's leading, I have learned t ha t  he is conerantly 
preparing c3 f:r the nsxt step hc wants u s  t o  take. We may not understand now why we are  
experiencing what we are,  but we aus t  t r u s t  that  he is growing us fo r  tha t  next step. 

"As a mmaa i n  a church-related vocation, I have learned both patience and persistence." 

Fry said women n?uct be pat ient .  

"At the Erne tine, we nust  be gcnsLtive t o  t he  appropriate moment fo r  Spir i t - led 
persistence acd a g g r e s a i w n ~ s s  with hw2n toings tha t  ha brings i n to  our live$." 

Southern Baptist Convention, Houston, June 12-14,1979 



Page 2--UMI Vocational Dinner 

Carolyn Weatherford, executive director of WMU, called the dinner a 
continuation of the wMU role of helping women find their places in church and denominational 
life. 

"Today we can no longer say, 'here am I, Lord, send my brother ' ," she said. 
Weatherford said she was certainly "open9' to exploring the possibility 

of making s b i l a r  dinners an:. annual event at  the conventions. 

"We hear from women all over the country expressing their desires for help 
in seeking to follow God's will in  their lives." 

By Bracey Campbell--10 p.m.: Sunday 
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Baptis ts  b s t  Reach Ethnics 
To Increase Baptism Rares By Roy Jenninga 

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)--Southern Baptists need t o  focus on ethnics i f  they want t o  
improve t h e i r  baptismal r a t e  i n  the  19808, a research spec i a l i s t  advised. 

Addressing the newly organized Southern Baptist  Research Fellowship on the  ~ u b j e c t  
of the  church growth movement, Larry McSwain, associate  professor of church and community 
a t  Southern Baptiet Theological Seminary, Louisville,  Ky., sa id  the simple f a c t  is tha t  
e thnic  women are having mare babies than white women. 

&Swain blamed a declining b i r t h  r a t e  instead of poor church growth principles  fo r  
the drop i n  ba:tianis mong Southern Baptists.  

"We can expect a continuing drop i n  the t o t a l  number of baptisms of chi ldren and 
youth well i n to  the 1933s because of lower b i r th ra tes , "  he sa id ,  Southern Baptis t  bap t i sm 
f e l l  almost 10,000 t o  ?,36,050 i n  1978, the t h i rd  consecutive year of decline. 

Only a dramatic increase i n  the  proportion of adul t  baptisms prevented a much more 
rad ica l  decline i n  t o t a l  baptisms among Southern Baptists i n  the ear ly  19709, McSwain 
explained. 

"If the  same propartion of adul t  t o  youth baptisms (one t o  two) had been maintained 
through the  decade, a~; i  normal baptisms of the young occurred, these would have been 
40,000 fewer t o t a l  baptisms than wps the case. We a r e  doing be t t e r  a t  evangelism than 
our in te rna l  c r i t i c s  charge." 

Other deno~ina t ions  f e l t  the  drop i n  conversions ahead of Southern Baptis ts  because 
"infants impact membership much e a r l i e r  f o r  them," *Swain explained. 

Besides the  focus on ethnics,  McSwain said church growth s t rategy f o r  Southern Baptists 
may include nore aggressive evangelism of children arid youth, an emphasis on young adul ts ,  
and enticement of over 3;-year-olds back t o  the  church a s  pa r t  of family acculturation. 

However, the er-,hssis on young adul ts  and over 30-year-olds has p i t f a l l s ,  &Swain said. 

"Religicus defection anon2 young adul ts  appears to  be one of the most pronounced 
trends of the  paat 25 years and the l tkelthood of re turn  ( t o  church) a f t e r  age 30 is  
somewhat l e s s  than i n  former years." 

If  s i p i f i c a n t  defection is occurring among the young which is becoming permanent 
i n  middle adulthood, r ~ d i c a l  changes i n  church l i f e  may be required t o  evangelize these 
groups t o  a t t r a c t  them back t o  the  church. &Swain deducted. 

Growing churches w i l l  need t o  a l t e r  t he i r  s t y l e  of family emphasis i f  the  over 30 
group l a  t o  re turn  t o  t he  church i n  la rge  numbers, McSwain indicated. 

"The decade of the seventies has been one of assau l t  upon the  fabr ic  of American 
familirts," McSwain eald. Be pointed to  an increase of e l m s t  300 percent i n  i l l eg i t imate  
l i v e  b i r t h s  during the  l a s t  25 years,  a 48 percent increase i n  children l i v ing  with one 
parent during the  las: seven years, 60 percent increase i n  divorced persons i n  e ix  years, 
and 63 percent increase i n  the  number of s ing le  persons i n  the same period. 

Southern Baptis ts  need more research I n  a t  l e a s t  mix other  areas  before they adopt 
church growth p r i ~ c i p l e s ,  the  researcher sald. 

McSwais contended Southern Baptis ts  need (1) data verifying church growth principles ,  
(2) broadar c r i t e r i a  fo r  measuring church growth, (3) i n  depth case s tudies  of growing 
churches, (4) intensive research on the  relat ionship between age cohort and f d l y  l i f e  
cycle and church growth, (5) s tud ies  on the church within a t o t a l  community, and (6) research 
on the relat ionship between community change and church growth and decline. 

* - - - 
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Home Mission Board Appoints 
Missionaries t o  Greeks 

ATLANTA (BP)--The f i r s t  missionaries t o  the  half million Greeks i n  the  United 
S ta tes  were appointed by the  Southern Baptist  Home Mission Board during the June executive 
committee meeting the board's d i rec tors .  

Ignatius and Parthena Meimaris of Roslindale, Mass., were named t o  missionary 
associate  s t a tu s  end assigned a s  ca t a ly t i c  language missionaries ministering primarily 
among the estimated 40,000 Greeks i n  the  Boston area. 

Two others  were named missionaries and 15 pastors were approved t o  receive f inanc ia l  
a id by the d i rec tors  meeting i n  Atlanta. 

Named missionaries were Robert and Ann Campbell of Rockwood, Tenn. They w i l l  serve 
i n  the  New England Baptis t  Association where he w i l l  be evangelism d i rec tor  from the 
Northborough, Mass., off ices .  

According t o  J i m  Lewis, language missions s t a f f e r  a t  the Home Mission Board, Meiruaris 
is "to tho best  o f  our knowledge the f i r s t  person appointed t o  serve among Greeks-- 
a t  l e a s t  i n  the  l a s t  100 years." 

Meimaris and h i s  wife a r e  both nat ives  of Katerini,  Greece, and still  maintain 
Greek ci t izenship,  although they've been i n  the  s t a t e s  nearly 10 years. Phimaris 
came to  the  United S ta tes  t o  at tend Malone College i n  Camden, Ohio, where he received 
a bachelor's degree i n  chemistry and mathematics i n  1974. He a lso  graduated from Gordon- 
Conwell Theological Seminary i n  Massachusetts with a master of rel igious education degree. 

I n  Greece, Meimaris and h i s  family had belonged t o  a Protestant church; h i s  grand- 
fa ther  was a lay  preacher. Yet, most Greeks have a Creek Orthodox re l ig ious  background, 
making a Greek-language Baptist  church d i f f i c u l t  t o  establ ish.  

The Meimaris, however w i l l  not give up. Through h i s  understanding of the  rel igious 
backgrounds of h i s  nat ive people and through . h i s  commitment to  Southern Baptis ts ,  Meimaris 
already has begun several  Bible s tud ies ,  small but growing. 

Mrs. Meimaris graduated i n  1979 with a bachelor's degree i n  French and Spanish 
from E m n u e l  Collage i n  Boston. 

The Campbells a r e  both Tennessee natives. Pr ior  t o  appointment, he was pastor of 
the  F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church of Rocltwood,He a l so  served churches i n  Gleason, Tenn., Mounton, 
Ala., and Paducah, Ky. He is  a graduate of Bethel College i n  McKenzie, Tenn., and holds 
a master of re l ig ious  education degree from New Orleans Baptist  Theological Seminary. 

Fellowship Bible Classes 
Aid Adult Outreach By Linda Lawson 

Baptis t  Press 
6/11/79 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)--Howard Halsel l  believes fellowship Bible claeees offer 
one answer f o r  reaching adul ts  f o r  Bible study who would not respond pos i t ive ly  t o  an 
inv i ta t ion  t o  a Southern Baptist  church. 

Halsell ,  a growth consultant i n  the Sunday School Board's Sunday School department, 
sa id  apartments and mobile homes a r e  two prime locat ions f o r  church-sponsored weektime 
Bible study groups. 

While many complexes and mobile home parks have ru l e s  about what kinds o f  a c t i v i t i e s  
may be held, Halsel l  sa id  i n  an interview most managers a r e  receptive t o  fellowship Bible 
classes  being s t a r t ed  by residents.  "You can get i n  anywhere i f  you r ea l l y  want t o  get  
people involved ," he said. 

According ta  s t a t i s t i c s  i n  the  1978 Southern Baptist  Uniform Church Let te r ,  209,475 
people were involved i n  13,894 fellowship Bible classes  sponsored by 7,982 Southern Baptist  
churches. Halsel l  estimates tha t  a t  l e a s t  75 percent of the  part ic ipants  would not have 
been reached f o r  Bible study any other  way. 

While many Baptis t  churches a r e  act ively involved i n  s t a r t i ng  fellowship Bible 
claseos, Halsel l  admits tha t  others  question why they should be reaching people outside the 
church when there is still  room i n  the building. 
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Halse l l  predicte  t ha t  fellowship Bible c lasses  w i l l  increasingly be ueed a s  a too l  
f o r  involving persons i n  Bible study. "It ge ts  more exci t ing and more complicated t o  ge t  
the people," he eaid. 

Top Ten Home Missions 
Givars Named i n  Houston 

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)--South Main Baptis t  Church of Houston and Sunny H i l l s  Baptist  
Church of Fullerton, Calif. ,  led the Southern Baptis t  Convention i n  g i f t s  t o  the 1978 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering f o r  home missions. 

The top 10 churches i n  both t o t a l  and per cap i ta  g i f t s  t o  the offer ing were announced 
by William G. Tanner, executive director-treaerurer of the  Home Mission Board, during 
ceremonies a t  Woman's Missionary Union's annual meeting preceding the Southern Baptist  
Convention here. 

Kenneth L. Chafin, pastor of South Main, received a plaque from Tanner for the 
church's offer ing of $22,951. 

G. W t l l i a m  Grady, paator of Sunny H i l l s ,  also got a plaque f o r  the church's offer ing 
of $1,624.36 which averaged $36.09 f o r  each of the 45 resident  members. 

The mission board compiled the lists of top 10 churches from 1978 SBC Uniform Church 
Let te rs  on file with the  Sunday School Board i n  Nashville. 

Nine other churches leading i n  t o t a l  g i f t s  received l e t t e r s  of cornendation and a 
book. They were F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church of Amarillo, Texas, $19,322; F i r s t  Baptist  Church 
of Columbus, Misr., $17,054; F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church o f  Decatur, Ga,, $15,641; F i r s t  
Bapt is t  Church of Houston. $15,440; F i r s t  Baptist  Church of San Antonio, $15,104; 
Second Ponce de Leon Baptis t  Church of Atlanta, $14,902; F i r s t  Baptist  Church of 
Shreveport, La., $13,962; F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church of CoLumbus, Ga., $13,922; and Wieuca 
Road Baptis t  Church of Atlanta, $13,308. 

Leading churches i n  per cap i ta  g i f t s  per resident  member a l so  honored were 
Palmerville Baptist  Church of New London, N.C., $35.55 f o r  each of 29 members; Ri f le  
Southern Baptist  Chapel of Ri f le ,  Colo., $29.46 f o r  each of 28 members; New Zion 
Baptis t  Church of Ons, Fla, $27.89 f o r  each o f  85 resident  members; Keysville Baptist  
Church of Keysville, Ga., $25 f o r  each of seven members; New Concord Baptis t  Church of 
Rose H i l l ,  M i s s . ,  $25 f o r  each of six members; Estes Park Baptist  Church of Eates Park, 
Cola., $23.44 f o r  each o f  39 members; Midway Baptist  Church of Lamesa, Tex., $21.03 for  
each of 68 members; Bart Camp Baptist  Church of L i t t l e f i e ld ,  Tex., $20.91 f o r  each of 
the 23 members; and H i l l  Creek Baptist  Church of Richlands, Va., $20.62 f o r  each of 
26 resident  members. 

Criswall Endorses Adrian 
Rogers For SBC Presidency By Charlie Warren 

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)--The opening session of the two-day conference of Southern 
Baptist  pastors  was used as a platform here Sunday, June 10, to  endorse Adrian Rogers 
as the  Southern Baptis t  Convention pres ident ia l  candidate of those advocating b ib l i ca l  
inerrancy as an iseue. 

W.A. Criswell, pastor of the  20,000-member F i r s t  Baptist  Church, Dallae, and former 
SBC president,  made the  unqualified endorsement during the opening remarks of h i s  
address t o  the 8,000 preachers. 

"We w i l l  have a grea t  time here If f o r  nd other reason than t o  e l e c t  Adrian Rogerr 
a s  president of the Southern Baptis t  Convention," Criswell sa id ,  a f t e r  Rogers, pastor 
of Bellevue Baptist  Church, Memphis, Tenn., had addressed the conference. 

Griswell's church operates Criswell Center f o r  Bibl ical  Studies,  a hotbed of 
concern about "liberalism" i n  the 13.2 mil l ion member denomination. 
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1 fn'on.?=+fir+ir4 following the addreee C r i s w e l l  aaid he expects Rogera t o  be 
i!c:L?dtid .3zill'alz==ud, av n though he explained there i e  an "unwritten law" t ha t  forbids 
a former SBC president t o  nominate a candidate fo r  t ha t  f f ice .  

Crime11 a l so  indicated that i f  Rogero is  noainaced and agrees t o  run, two 
other candidates, Bailey Smith, pamtor of F i r s t  Southern Baptist  Church, Del City. Okla.: 
and Jerry Vines, pastor of Dauphin Yay Baptist  Church, ??obile, Ma., w i l l  withdraw 
the i r  names. Rogers and the  other two pastors a r e  the three candidates reportedly 
comi t ted  t o  doctr inal  reform within the  denomination, primarily over the iseue of 
b ib l i ca l  Inerrancy. 

Rogers, pastor of the  l a rges t  Southern Baptist  church eaet of the Ylssisr ippi  
River with more than 10,000 members, .aid Gad hadn't ''spoken t o  h i s  heart' '  about offering 
himself as a candidate but that he mhould know by Tuesday, June 12, date  of the elect ion 
t o  cl~oose a succeaeor t o  President J F q  Allen of San Antonio. 

It was Rogere who f i r ed  the opening volley a t  l iberal ism i n  an address kicking 
off the pastore' conference a t  the Houron Coliseum, 1Ie expressed concern aboua'.the 
liberalism that he claim# is  taking over Baptiat colleges, universi t los  and aeminariea. 
Ee a lso  attacked R a p t i ~ t  publications f o r  t h e i r  support of the ucminariem and denominational 
agencies, and s ta ted  that wery Baptiat church with an excellent t rack record i n  annual 
baptis:gs i s  'a conservative Bible-believing cl~utch ' with pautors who "believe i n  the 
inerrant, i n f a l l i b l e  word of God. 

'It is not the only ingredient," he said,  "but it is the basic ingredient. 

..I've been reading our Baptist  publications. ?&$ere continued. "They're raying 
t o  forget orthodoxy and get on with evan;elism and niseions. That'u tidieulous. 
you believe determines what you do. Your r ea l  i e  never any greater  than your conviction 
ard your conviction comes out of the word of God. 

"If those l i b e r a l s  will ever come t o  t he  Cross of Christ,  a l l  heaven w i l l  break 
loose,' he said. 

Another speaker a t  the  opening session of the conference of paatore devoted moat 
cf h i s  addred8 t o  an attack on l iberal ism i n  the derromination. 

Zames Robison evangelist  of Huret , Texas, said i f  Southern Baptists to le ra te  
the 1iberalJam of the convention "we w i l l  be gu i l t y  of the death' of the  convention. 

Even SBC Prdsideat Allen didn't  escape Fobison's criticism. 

Robison making an ind i rec t  reference t o  Allen. said he disagreed with h i s  
recent statement tha t  "There a r e  thoae who would l i k e  t o  change the agenda of the 
convention from misoions t o  orthodoxy, and tha t  'auch a s h i f t  of emphaeir would be 
t r a ~ i c  because I t  would make ua m i s s  God's i n i t i a t i v e s  a t  a titpe when we a re  i n  n 
unique poarition t o  become a f l a sh  point in mpiritual awakening. ' 

"I don't question the authori ty of the Bible, ' Allen caid i n  an e a r l i e r  interview. 
Xy only apprehension Se creat ing an atmosphere a t  the convention reeul t ing in the 

erosion of trui3E i n  denominational leadership and i n  sh i f t i ng  the denomination* e 
p r i o r i t i e s  f r m  evangelism and miosions t o  b t b l i c a l  inerrancy. ' 

I n  rebut ta l ,  Robison, oaid that without the  S ib le  you have no mcssage. Without 
tllr 3 ib le  you have no evangelism. t , l i thwt the Bible you have no mle6ion . . . and it 
does inattar which Bible you believe.'' 

biosr of R0bism18 a t tack  however was aimed at  professors of Sapt i s t  c o l l e ~ e s  + 

and seminaries. Ile oaid Satan works nmst e f fec t ive ly  when he influences the 'ainds of 
thoae who teach others  . . . eowing reads of doubt and skeptieimn.' 

:leu many are coming out of our seminaries with a real for  soula?" Robieon 
asked. 'There are aome, but it 's i n  s p i t e  of and not because of our institutions. 

Robison a l so  deferuied Harold Lindsell. edi tor  emeritus of Chris t iani ty Today .. 
and president of the  Baptis t  Fai th and Message Fe l lov~h ip  who asked l ibera l8  t o  
leave the  SdC. He sa id  ed i tors  of Baptiat publicetions should not have attacked hirlr 
i n  t he i r  ed i to r i a l s  and "it's a mhame that a s a . i n a q  premident cal led him and his 
bcok 'poppycock. ' ' 

"JJe must e l ec t  a president uot only dedicated t o  the inerrancy of the word of 
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God, but who w i l l  stand t o  remove any seminary profeesor who doesn't bel ieve i n  the 
inerrant  cord of God," Robitson said. 

SBC tluat Xnform 
Women of D i f f i cc l t i e s  

Baptis t  Press 
6/11/79 

By Braeey Campbell 

HOUSTON, T a a c  (BP)--A xzmn profeemor i n  e sc i a l  work education a t  Southern Baptis t  
Theological S a ~ i a a ; ~  at: Lodm-i l le ,  Ky., cal led on the  Southezn Baptiet Convention here 
t o  take s t eps  t o  ate yotng -en aware of the d i f f i c u l t i e s  facing them i f  they answer 
God's c a l l  t o  cnte? Lon9-daatior?al work. 

Ax:@ Dada t o l d  335 ;ar t ic ipants  a t  a dinner fo r  women In  church-related wca t ioae  t ha t  
too lesny g i r l s  coao, to bey t i s t  ~ d ~ t r i e a  th%nkiag an eZucation will guarerntea them a place 
i n  de~c= l imt l cwl  o r  church l i f e .  

"Our den;.:-3?aation i n  i ts l i t s r a t u r c  and throw5 other  proceoses must begin eatZier t o  
ecq-aa1r.t yow:g wmen ca l l e3  cf God t o  what msy be i n  s t o r e  fo r  them i f  they answer tha t  
cal l ,"  D w i s  ~ 3 5 d .  

Shc  aid tho r c s l i t y  09 thc  d i f f i cu l t y  cf a IOPLC~ get t ing  the posi t ion she thinks ehe 
has been cni icd fzr-and then t rcined t o  fill--often does not strike u n t i l  l a t e  i n  the 
oezlinztry p r o c c ~ s .  

"I have a 1st cf yozn; wamn in my C ~ ~ S E C ~  wotdering what they are going to do," she 
said. " R e  idea tha: thag u i l l  be pa ran t eed  placment  upan completion of t h e i r  aeminary 
work j u s t  dczs 50: wry."  

Dsvirr saiG shs thigks i t  13 'bee diff:cltlt-%uch more d i f f i cu l t "  f o r  a woman t o  puraw 
e Southhe= E q t i n t  cercer  todEy thcn it was 20 yeare ago. "It war ea s i e r  f o r  me when 1 
etarted, berrtae people tietea' t locktag for  me," 

Th= profoooor charzctnriaed today aa e di f f ic t l l r  t h e  fo r  women i n  Southern Baptis t  l i f e .  I 
"But i n  ccr Ce:oriimt':icn t o  nake progress you j ~ s t  about always have t o  su f f e r  tempo- 

ra ry  setbccks t a f o r e  you c a ; ~  make any long-range gair.5.'' 

D a v l ~  said c::c of t:?", *r2jar stepn confiro~t iag wrza i n  seeking a re l ig ious  ca l l ing  is 
competence. "Xr. Q-SP. oacictj, an incovetent:  Em can be hired t o  f i l l  a po3ition. A 
mesn  h s  t o  5e ccapspe:er.t to  get tEs job." 

The dLnnzr r;zeting ~3 hsld as par t  of the annral meeting of the Woman'e Missionary 
Union. It grcv out 05 ax inter-agency Consultation on Wanen in Church-related Vocations 
l a s t  Sei?tf&cr i n  Ccahville. 

Lacra Fry, evangelisx c3cscltant with woxen for  the Hone Mission Board i n  Atlanta, said 
womcn need t o  becoco, more ccnacious of the role they can asauue I n  Southern Baptis t  l i f e .  
Too 'often, women aro ruled oct of jobs just because they hay3 alwaye been occupied by 
a mesr, she cwtesrded. 

"Just tk? ~ a g g e s t i o n  tkt i t  could be f i l l e d  by a woman often opens doors. In  my 
pilgrimage t h t 3  fa.; wtth G=d'e leeding, L 2:sve lenmsd t ha t  he is  conseantly preparing 
ue fo r  the next otep ka wcnte us t o  rake. We may not understand now why we a r e  
experiencing what as a re ,  but: we musc t r u s t  tha t  he is growing us f o r  that next step. 
As a wrmn i n  o church-related vocetion, X have lrsmcd both patience and paraistsnce." 

Womn w e t  be pc t ian t ,  ahe said.  "At  the  t h e ,  we uuat be eensi t ive t o  the 
appropriate mo~zal: f o r  Spir i t - led pcrsistenco and aggressiveness with human beinge that 
he brings in to  our lives." 

Carolyn Westhatford, ex~cu:ivz d i rcc tor  of WMU, cal led the dinner a continuation of 
the talc of h=lpicg women fL3d t he i r  places i n  church and denominatioional l i f e .  
$1 Today we can no longer sc7, 'here am I, Lord, .lend my brother '  ," she said. 

Mia8 Weetherford acid m k  was certainly "open" to exploring the  pos s ib i l i t y  of making 
r h i l a r  dinnets  an annual event et the  conventions. 'We hear from woaen a l l  over the 
country axpreeo2.2g their dcoires for help i n  oaskira t o  follow God'e w i l l  i n  their 
lives . " 



SBC Missionariee 
Leave Nicaragua 

HANAGUA, Nicaragua (BP)--In the midst of stepped-up c i v i l  conf l ic t ,  a l l  Southern 
Baptis t  missionary personnel t o  Nicaragua have temporarily l e f t  the C O U ~ ~ W .  

Stephens and Paula Baumgardner, missionary journeymen stat ianed i n  Managua, were the 
l a e t  Southern Bapt i r t  missionaries t o  leave the country. They flew to  the United S t a t e s  
on Sunday, June 10, The other missionary couple, Stanley and Glenna Stamps, a l so  s tat ioned 
i n  Managua, l e f t  Nicaragua about two weeks e a r l i e r ,  taking loca l  leave i n  Honduras. Both 
couples made t h e i r  own decisions t o  evacuate. 

Sporadic f ight ing and p o l i t i c a l  tensions have existed for  over a year between the nation- 
a l  government of President Anastasia Somoza Jr. and gue r r i l l a s  of tha Sandinieta National 
Liberation Front. 

The Baumgardnera, enter ing t h e i r  l a s t  year of a tno-year term i n  the  Southern Baptis t  
missionary journeyman program, were t o  have been with the  Stamps on local leave s ta tus .  
But because of an ant icipated visit by r e l a t i ve s  and t he  country'r "on again, off  again" 
tensians, the  journeymen opted t o  s tay  i n  Managua, a Foreign Mission Board spokesman said.  

Confl ic t  increaeed, however, and folloving declarat ion of mart la l  law, the Baumgardners, 
both Florida nat ives ,  consulted Foreign Mission Board personnel and made t en ta t ive  plans 
t o  evacuate a s  soon a s  possible. Originally they chose t o  go t o  Honduras o r  Guatemala, 
but because of severe businera shutdowns and other  obstacles  those plans were dismissed 
and the couple booked a f l i g h t  t o  Miami, Fla., and on t o  t h e i r  home i n  Orlando. Sunday 
was the i r  f i r s t  opportunity t o  leave. 

The Stamps, na t ives  o f  Mississippi and Texas, r e r p e c t l v e l ~  were i n  Honduras when mart ia l  
l a w  was declared and could not reenter  the country. They are staying i n  Tegucigalpa. 

A s  f ight ing continued i n  Nicaragua, neighboring E l  Salvador remained under general 
unrest. Southern Baptis t  missionaries there have reported t h a t  "things a r e  rough, but 
calm, " the spokesman said. 

Lindsell  Scores ' ~ i b e r a l s  , ' 
&Call Denounces 'Games 

Baptist  Press 
6/11/79 

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)--Arch coaservntive Harold Lindsell  defended h i s  view of the 
.inSytae-yv of the Bible t n  a news conference here and outlined what he claimed were 
evidencaa of "liberalism" i n  Southern Baptis t  seminaries. 

When Lindsel l  f inished h i s  news conference,.'Wce McCall, president o f  Southern 
Baptis t  Theological Seminary. Louisville,  staged an ad-hoe meeting with media, charging 
Lindsell  was "playing games with words." 

Lindaell ,  president of the  independent Baptist Faith and Meseage Fellowship and 
fnnnar edi tor  of Chr is t ian i ty  Today, drew generously from h i s  new book, ''The Bible 
i n  the Balance," to support h i s  charges t ha t  there a r e  l i b e r a l s  within the Southern 
Baptiat Convention who do not bel ieve the Bible is verbal ly inspired. 

Lindsell  c i t ed  spec i f ic  names and a r t i c l e s  from h i s  book i n  attempting t o  prove 
h i e  point. He  cited a news report  which quoted him a s  saying Southern Baptis ts  must 
face the  isaue of b i b l i c a l  inerrancy o r  suf f a r  the consequences, even i f  i t  means the 
l o s s  of 500,000 members. 

"That should be put i n  context," he said.  "That represents only about four percent 
(of the t o t a l  membership). But I think i f  we a r e  l i k e l y  t o  follow the  pa t te rn  of other  
denominariom, I t  would be b e t t e r  t o  lone the  500,000, 

"But I hope we don't lose  anybody. It would be be t t e r  if some of there  people 
whose vlatve a r e  not  comparable t o  those generally held by Southern Baptis ts  would have 
some kind of conversion experience," he added. 

Lindsell ,  who l i v e s  i n  a suburb of Chicago, Xll., sa id  Southern Baptis ts  actual ly  
a r e  creedal people. 

"This businees of not being creedal is, no matter how thin you s l i c e  I t ,  baloney. 
We are creedal. I n  Texas (Baptists) threw out  a cauple of churches because they were 
speaking i n  tongues. I f  t ha t  i a  not  creeping creedalism, I don't know what is." 
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At one point he said if he were president of a Southern Baptist seminary he would 
"welcome an Investigation ... indeed demand that the denomination set up some sort of 
committee to take a harder look to determine if there is truth in what I have said." 

When asked what his organization is trying to correct among Southern Baptists, 
Lindsell said seminaries "have not heard'' the concerns about liberalism from the people 
in the pew, and suggested that the way to get recourse is through electlng officers 
who will do something about the situation he described in the seminaries. 

In his response to Lindsell, HcCall said there are some in the convention who 
would embark on a witch hunt, if possible. 

During his rebuttal, McCall said he was not aware that Lindsell had ever been on 
the campus of Southern Seminary, although Lindsell told reporters he had visited the 
seminary library at Louisville. 

"If he was there, I never saw him," McCall said. 

Wrapup 
Stepchild Aesociations 
Are Coming of Age 

By Robert Stanley 

Baptist Press 
6/11/79 

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)--That Southern Baptist stepchild, the local association of churches, 
at lost is beginning to fael like a real member of the family, directors of missions indi- 
cated at a two-day conference here. 

With the growth of metroplexcs and the spread of Baptist work into all 50 states, it's 
the 1,197 associations that offer the key to continued growth of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, directors o f  missions learned at their annual meating. 

These associations, through which local churches cooperate voluntarily for fellowship 
and joint projects, have been part of Baptist life in this country since the first one was 
foundad in 1707--more than a hundred years before the Southern Baptist Convention itself 
was formed. 

Earlier, seminary President lJilliam M. Pinson Jr. challenged Southern Baptist directors 
of missions to recommfr themselves to their basic task of starting hundreds of new churches 
across the country and not be diverted from their ministry "by a lot of rhetoric." 

In an obvious reference to cvanselist James Robison's speech to the Southern Baptist 
Pastors' Conference, Pinsou said it "troubles me in my gut when I see we could be diverted 
from our mission in mir.istryW by such rhetoric. 

Pinson, president of Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif., 
said this year may mark the most serious crisis in Southern Baptist life since the financial 
crisis of the Depression, 

"Our vital signs are weak," he anid. "Our leadership is in transition. Our institu- 
tions are under attack from within." But this instance is unlike the financial crisis in 
that "this time we seem to be our own worst enemy," Pinson said. 

Xn a speech to the pastors, Sunday, RobLson, a Hurst, Texas evangelist, aimed much 
of hls attack at professors of Baptist colleges and seminaries who he claims are sowing 
seeds of doubt and skepticism.': 

Pinson did not mention Robison by nnme, but the seminary president noted that in 
timer of crisis there is a tendency townrd :'rcapegoatism." 

On the subject of resurgence of associations, James Nelson, the Southern Baptist Home 
Miasion Board's new director of aasociationnl missions, said: "The unprecedented opportuni- 
ties of the major metropolitan areas can stagger our minds if we look at: them in isolation," 
Nelson said. "However, the association can overcome that. " 

We believes the 35,000 Southern Baptist churches have no choice but to bend together 
more effectively in their local associations if they're going to meet the challenge of the I 
next two decades. 

"'&o con develop a strategy for seattle, Los Angelcs, Chicago or Houston but the 
people who live there and who have heard God's call to be on mission in these places?'' 
he asked. -more- 
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And Nelson thinks t h i s  i a  beg inn iq  t o  happen. "Baptist leaders across the nat ion 
are joining the movement for stronger ~ s s ~ c i a t i o n s , "  he said. 

Nelson sees  strong oppcrtunities f g r  growth not only i n  the newer Southern Baptist  
areas  l i k e  the  Northwest and Bew England, but alscl i n  the sunbclt--the s t r i ng  of s t a t e s  
tha t  s t re tches  necklace-like from Virginia and North Carolina westward t o  California.  

This  sunbelt ,  which includes some of Southern Baptists' strorffest areas o f  work, 
recent ly was described as the m s t  rapidly e r d ~  population s e e e n t  of the nation, 
Nelson pointad out. 'Xissioas a d  evan@ism there w i l l  not require  mil l ions af dol lars ,"  
he said,  "but equipped, motivated and f u n c t i o n i a  associat ional  and church missions com- 
m i t  tee5 involving people i n  Christ.:' 

An example of  t h i s  ac t ive  ~ s s o c i a t i o n a l  outreach was detai led by Ed Onley, d i rec tor  
of church-community min is t r ies  of Capi tal  Bapt is t  Association, Oklahoma City. 

This associat ion 's  124 churches have more than 2,400 volunteers ac t ive ly  involved 
i n  27 d i f fe ren t  a c t i v i t i e s  r q h g  from f r e e  medical and dents1 c l i n i c s  t o  a centar f o r  
battered wonen and pros t i tu tes .  

Onley's l a t e s t  project  I s  E permanent ~ r u e k e r ' s  Chapel tha t  the associat ion hopee 
t o  open September 1 a t  the busy Trucker No. 2 truckstop on In t e r s t a t e  40 northeast af 
Oklahoma City. The 6-by-12-foct c h ~ p e l  w i l l  be s ta f fed  24 hours a day with volunteers who 
counsel o r  j u s t  t a l k  with truckdrivere, 

Originator of tho idea was an independent Okl&one trucker,  Fred Wright, who came 
to  Onley i n  January saying, "Ed, we've got a problem. Gals i n  vans a r e  tempting ecod, 
moral family men a s  they c ru ise  the  highways. We've co t  t o  o f f e r  the truckers another 
place t o  go." 

"With d i e se l  o i l  p r ices  goine up, i t ' s  castinp, a bundle t o  operate the  mobile chapel," 
Onley maid. "But we can put up one of these p a m n e n t  chapels f o r  $997, and Chris t ian 
truckstop amars w i l l  furnish the s i t e  and the u t i l i t i e s . "  

I f  the  f i r s t  one is successful,  he believes hundreds of sSni lar  chapels could 
ea s i l y  be s e t  up and s ta f fed  by Baptis t  volunteers throuzh associat ions across  the country. 

I n  t he i r  c l o r i ~  business session, the d i rec tors  of missions elected R. Edward 
Gilstrop, executive d i r ec to r  of missions f o r  the Atlanta Baptist  Association, a s  president. 
They named Larry Rose, di rec tor  of niseione i n  Waco, Texas> a s  president-elect,  

Other o f f i ce r s  a r e  George Arthur, Dexter, Ym., re-elected secretary; Robert A. Wells, 
Reno, N e v . ,  treasurer:: and Harold Bloc!:butn, S i l ve rh i l l ,  Ala., re-elected ed i tor .  Preston 
Denton of St.  Louis w i l l  be host d i rec tor  when the group meets i n  tha t  c i t y  next year. 

Concern Expressed Over 
Groups 'Divtding' SBC By Orvi l le  Scott  

Bapt is t  Press 
6/11/79 

WUSTOEJ (BP)--The Southern Baptis t  Executive Comaittee closed the  f i r s t  of two 
scheduled meetings here Ionclay, June 11, with expressions of concern over "groups 
dedicated t o  dividing'" the  Southern Baptis t  Convention. 

Duke P;cCall, president of Southern Baptis t  Thaoloeical Seminary, Louisville,  Ky., 
kicked off the unscheduled discussion a t  the close of thc  committee's session a t  the 
Hyatr Regency Bore1 on the  w e  of a three-day meetirl? of the SBC. 

"tiy hear t  bleeds a t  the t h o u ~ h t  we'd cone t o  t h i s  convention and take any act ion 
designed t o  sp l i n t e r  n group I believe God is u s i m  t o  reach out t o  a l o s t  world," w i d  
McCall, i n  asking the group t o  pray fo r  God's leadership. 

1kCall and presidents of f ive  other Southern Baptis t  seminaries held a news can- 
ference i n  Dallas i n  May i n  an e f f c r t  t o  put t o  r e s t  c h a r ~ e s  of " l iberal"  teachines 
levied by a sroup which says i t  is contendiaq f o r  b i b l i c a l  inerrancy (without error)  

b r l ie r  i n  :lay, Poige Patterson, president of the Criswell Center f o r  Bibl ical  
Studies, Dallas, and Houston Appeals Court Judge Paul Pressler  sounded an alam over 
what they cal led " l iberal"  teachi% i n  thc seminaries. They said the i ssue  prompted 
meetirqs i n  a t  l e a s t  15 s r a t c s  t o  encouroze messengers to  e l ec t  an SBC president 
connitted t o  b i b l i c a l  inerrancy. 
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Executive Conanittee Chairman Brooks Wester of Elattiesburg, Kiss., accented HcCallta 
concern a t  the  Monday meeting. 

"1 believe God w i l l  work through this ,"  he eaid, "but I aleo believe Satan ie putting 
forward one of h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  blunt the Bold Mission Thrust (Southern Baprist 's e f f o r t  t o  
present the gospel t o  every person on ear th  by the year 2000). 

"The Bible warns us about inadvertently becoming tools  of Satan," Wester added. 

Outgoing convention President Jimmy Allen of San Antonio led the group i n  a prayer f o r  
unity of s p i r i t .  

He prefaced the prayer by earing he doeen't recall a time i n  Southern Baptist  l i f e  more 
conducive t o  a s p i r i t u a l  awakening. But he added tha t  he believes "fragmenting the 
fellowehip now is the  grea tes t  th rea t  ." 

In  scheduled actions, the Executive Committee honored Baker Jamea Cauthen, executive 
secretary of the Foreign Mission Board, and the i r  executive secretary-treasurer,  Porter  
W. Routh. 

In  a resolution o f  appreciation f o r  Routh, who r e t i r e s  July 31 a f t e r  nearly 28 years 
as executive secretary-treasurer,  the committee noted tha t  the number of Southern Baptist  
churchel have increased during h i s  tenure from 28,000 t o  more than 35,000, and t o t a l  
memberehip has grown from 7.3 mil l ion t o  more than 13.2 million. 

Total mission g i f t s  grew from $37 million t o  more than $318 million, and the Cooperative 
Program g i f t s  for  worldwide missions jumped from $21 mil l ion t o  $150 million. 

In another resolution, the committee c i t ed  Cauthen f o r  26 years as executive secretary 
of the ForeSgn Mission Board and f o r  54 years as pastor,  seminary proferaor, missionary 
and denominational leader. Cauthen will r e t i r e  Dec. 31. 

Since Cauthen came t o  h i s  present position 26 years ago, the number of Southern 
Baptist  foreign missionaries has increased from 900 t o  3,000. 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

WMU Roundup 

HOUSTON, June 11--Southern Baptist Convention aessident Jimmy Allen called on Woman's 
PLiseionary Union members Monday night to unite in prayer that threatened divisions would 
not splinter the nation's largest evangelical group. 

Pulling the curtain on the 91st meeting of the WMI, Allen spoke directly of the 
possible problems that will confront the convention over the issue of biblical inerrancy. 

"Satan is seeking to negate and stop the opportunity that God has given to us to 
share the gospel with the world by the year S o ~ j ! ' '  said Allen, who is stepping down after 
two years as tho top elected official in the SBC. 

"If you have ever prayed for anyone or anything, I call on you now to pray that we 
as Southern Baptists can retain the privilege God has given us." 

The San Antonio, Texas, pastor said the temptations for Baptists are division, anger 
and to become embroiled in the emotions of the hour. 

"Bur the challenge for all of us is not to abandon the moment that God has given us. 
We cannot ignore the outstretched hands that can be seen around the world." 

Allen's message ended two days of sessions for about 2,300 participants from across 
the convention with an emphasis on missions and the increasing role of women in Southern 
Baptist life. 

Carolyn Weatherford, executive director of the Birmingham-based WMU, said the organi- 
zation is and always has been a miasions strategy. 

"Some folks want us to be the women's lib movement in Southern Baptist churches. 
Others think we already are. Some want us to be the PTA of the church, doing all the nice 
helpful things that somebody ought to do around the church. 

"I believe it is essential that we commit ourselves to being a missions education 
organization, not only through the materials, but in every meeting that is held across the 
convention. " 

Weatherford said that it was always easier for women to gather and discuss fashions 
or a dozen other feminine subjects. 

"In our noblest highest hour, we teach missions, thus helping the church to carry 
out its missions task," 

Anna Davis, a professor in social work education at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., called on the SBC, to take steps to make young women aware of 
the difficulties facing them if they answer God's call to enter denominational work, 

She said that too many young women arrive at Baptist seminaries thinking a degree 
will guarantee them a place in denominational life. 

"Our denomination in its literature and through other processes must begin earlier 
to acquaint young women called of God to what may be in store for them if they answer that 
call. " 

Davis said it is more difficult for a women to pursue a denominational career today 
than 20 years ago. 

Laura Fry, women's evangelism consultant: for the Home Mission Board in Atlanta, said 
some women need to become more conscious of the role they can assume in Southern Baptist 
Life. Too often, women are ruled out of jobs just because they have always been occupied 
by a man, she contended. 

-more- -r- ~ 7 5  
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"Just the suggestion that i t  c~uld be f i l l e d  by a weman of ten opens doors," she 
said. 

The gatherin2 of WMU ambers was replete with biblical d r m t i z o t i o n s ,  interviews 
with pastors and mlssionories and brief messages describing the l ife-chnwing results that 
had come through associaticin with the wonan's arp,enization. 

Mrs. A. Harrioon Gregory of Danville, V3., and Ilrs. William Ellis of Shelbyville, 
Ky., were elected t o  their f i f t h  one-year terms as 12.N president and recording secretary, 
respectively. 

By Bracey Campbell--10: 50 pm, Monday 
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HOUSTON, June 11--Southern Bap t i s t  campus min i s t e r s  a r e  going t o  be  pressed t o  
account f o r  t h e i r  programs, methods and philosophies of s tudent  rniniotry, t h e  newly-elected 
pres ident  o f  t h e  Association of Southern Bap t i s t  Campus Minis ters  s a i d  i n  t h e  c los ing  
sess ion  of t h e i r  two-day annual meeting here.  

Ron Brown, campus min i s t e r  a t  Roanoke, Va., s a i d  t h e  challenge t o  accoun tab i l i ty  
has come because many a c t i v e  BSU s tuden t s  a r e  not  continuing t h e i r  involvement In  churches 
a f t e r  graduation.  

In t h e i r  t h i r d  annual meeting, almost 100 members of t h e  a s soc ia t ion  explored t h e  
f u t u r e  impl icat ions  t o  campus r.-lr:istry of a wide-ranging l is t  of theo log ica l  i s sues .  

Pres ident  Brown s a i d  campus min i s t e r s  should answer the challenge t o  accounrabi l i ry  
by being change agents.  "We a r e  expected t o  be c r e a t i v e  and innovative i n  our  ministry," 
@.aid Brown, not lng t h a t  BSU has  t e e n  t h e  t e s t i n g  ground f o r  r e l a t i o n a l  Bible  study and 
discuss ions  of i s s u e s  such a s  i n t e g r a t i o n  and homosexuality, 

"The other  edge of t h e  ststord comes when some th ink  we're too f a r  ahead," he sa id .  

Exown s a i d  c ~ q u s  minic ters  should lend ou t  i n  opposing highly  s impl i f i ed  answer8 t o  
complex problens such as nuclear  disarmament and ca re  of t h e  ea r th .  

"Rather than seeking eEsy answers, p a r t  of our prophetic r o l e  is t o  give  time t o  
o f f e r i n g  complex answers t o  complex problems," he sa id .  

Brown a l s o  urged t h e  min i s t e r s  t o  be s u r e  t h e i r  methods are cons i s t en t  wi th  t h e i r  
theology and t o  con t inua l ly  eva lua te  t h e i r  programs f o r  balance. "To emphasize one aspect  
of the  gospel t o  t h e  nez lec t  of t h e  o the r  I s  t o  promote a sub-Christ ian gospel," he  eaid .  

Wendell BeLew, d i r e c t o r  of t h e  nlnaions  m i n i s t r i e s  d iv i s ion  of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  
Home Mission Board, At lanta ,  s a i d  Southern Bap t i s t s '  major f r o n t i e r  i s  t h e  theology of t h e  
church. 

"The awful t r u t h  is  t h a t  Sauthern B a p t i s t s  are s i c k  a t  church," he sa id .  

Belew predic ted t h a t  i f  Bap t i s t s  don ' t  deel with de f in ing  t h e  church t h a t  by the end 
of the  century t h e  g rea t  mission f i e l d s  may be  i n  the  south and t h e  g rea t  sending f i e ld s  
m y  be t h e  newer convention t e r r i t o r i e s .  

In spite of these  problems, Belew called Southern Bap t i s t s  "the g r e a t e s t  evangel ica l  
crowd In  t h e  world, bu t  only because God has given us t h e  torch f o r  a while." 

I n  t h r e e  presenta t ions ,  John Newport, v i c e  pres ident  of academic a f f a i r s  a t  South- 
western Bap t i s t  Theological  Seminary, For t  Worth, Tex., addressed a v a r i e t y  of theological  
i s s u e s  including moral i ty ,  b i b l i c a l  inerrance and the  arts and media. 

In add i t ion  t o  Brown, o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  e l ec ted  were v i c e  pres ident  of adminis t ra t ion,  
Russ Arch, Univers i ty  of Southern Colorado, Pueblo; v i c e  pres ident  of membership, Sam 
Caruthers,  Austin Peay S t a t e  University,  C la rksv i l l e ,  Tern.; and v i c e  pres ident  of program, 
Butt  Purvis ,  University of Houston. 

By Linda Lawson--1l:lS pm, honday 

Southern Baptist Conv ntion, Houston, Jun 12-14,1979 
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--On a teaching career she l e f t  behind: "I've had a l l  that that f want; now 
I want t o  take acme courses, l i k e  Old Testament." 

On most memorable experiences: "Billy Graham's service in Rlo...seeing Africa... 
traveling.. ,many f rionds ." 

--On her husband: "I keep his feet on the  round.'' 

--On herself: "I feel that if anyone needs me, I'm going to be there." 

-30- 

By Jennifer L. H. Anderson--5:20 p.m. Monday 



WOMEN IN CHURCH RELATED MLHISTRIES MEET--300 part ic ipants  gathered at  the Shetatan Hotel, 
Uouston, t o  dine and discuss the  l i f e  of women i n  ministry. Among those leading i n  the  
Sunday evening meeting were Carolyn Weatherford (standing), executive d i rec tor ,  Woman's 
Miaeionary Union; Christine Gregory (seated l e f t )  , president,  Woman's Missionary Union; 
Anne Davis (seated center) ,  associate  professor i n  eocial  work, Southern Baptis t  
Theogolical Seminary; and Lrrnelle Doyle, (seated r i gh t )  forelgn missianary, Manaus, 
Brazil .  Photo by Karen Rasmusson 

OFFICERS, AGAIN--At t he i r  meeting i n  ?buston, the  1.1 mil l ion member woman's Missionary 
Union voted t o  re-elect Mrs. A. Harrison Gregory ( l e f t ) ,  Danville, Va. ,  as president,  
and Mrs. William E l l i s  (center),  Shelbyville, Ky., recording secretary. Both women 
were elected t o  t he i r  f i f t h  year of service. Shown with the  o f f i ce r s  is Carolyn 
Weatherford, executive d i rec tor ,  Woman's Missionary Union. Photo by Debbie Buie 

CUTLINE 15 

PASTORS' CONFERENCE OFFICERS--The Southern Baptis t  Pastors '  2 onference elected a s  its 
president James Draper (center),  paetar of F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church, Eulesrr, Texas. Elected 
a s  v i ce  president waa Larry Lewier ( r igh t ) ,  paetor of Tower Grove Baptiet Church, 
S t ,  Louie, Miorouri. Jamee Mililler, ( l e f t ) ,  pastor of Ridgler Weet Baptis t  Church, 
Fort Worth, Texas, was choeen as eecretary-treasurer.  Photo by Tim Fields 
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Bold Mission 
Pastoral Conference Roundup While It Is Yet Day! 

HOUSTON, June 11--Pounding the pulpi ts  and waving t h e i r  Bibles for emphasis, a 
parade of preachers urged 8,000 persons attending the two-day Southern Baptis t  Pastors1 
Conference hare yo lead out i n  purging Baptist  seminarlea and colleges of l i b  ralism and 
recommitting t!.e %:cth'zrs. Papt i s t  Cc:.- cation t o  the bel ief  tha t  the Bible is the 
i n f a l l i b l e ,  inerrant  word of God. 

In the  opening addreas, Adrian Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Baptist  Church, Uemphis, 
expressed fear  tha t  l iberal ism was taking over Baptist  colleges, un ivers i t i es  and 
eednar iee .  Be a l so  attacked Baptlet publications fo r  t h e i r  support of eemi'naries and 
denominational agencies. *. . 

h g e r s  argued that 'every Baptist  church with an excellent track record i n  annual 
baptisms is "a conservative, Bible-believing church with a paetor who "believe@ i n  the  
Inerrant (without e r ror )  , i n f a l l i b l e  word of God. '' 

Lashing out a t  l iberal ism i n  the SBC, Rogers claimed that "if those l i be r a l s  w i l l  
ever come t o  the cross of Christ ,  a l l  heaven w i l l  break loose." 

Moments a f t e r  Rogers spoke, W. A. Criswell, pastor of  the 20,000-member F i d t  Baptist  
Church i n  Dallas, en thus ias t ica l ly  endorsed Rogers as a candidate fo r  t he  presidency of 
the 13.2 mil l ion member SBC. 

"We w i l l  have a great  time here i f  t o r  no other reason than t o  e l ec t  Adrian Roger6 
as president of the  Southern Baptist   onv vent ion," Criswell told the applauding pastors 
i n  t he  Houston Coliseum. 

Although there was no connection between the  two elect ions,  the  pastors l a t e r  
elected James T. Draper, pastor of F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church la Euless, Texas, a s  t h e i r  
conference president,  Draper once served under Criswell a s  associate  pastor of F i r s t  
Baptist  Church, Dallas. 

A Texas Baptist  evangelist ,  Jamee Robison of Hurat, devoted most of h i s  opening night 
address t o  an a t tack  on l lberal lsm i n  the  denomination. 

I f  Southern Baptis ts  t o l e r a t e  l iberal ism i n  the convention, "we w i l l  be gu i l ty  of 
the  death" of the convention, Robison charged. 

"We must e l e c t  a president (of the SBC) not only dedicated t o  the inerrancy of the 
word of God, but who w i l l  stand t o  remove any seminary president who doesn't believe i n  
the inerrant  word of God," Robison sa id ,  

Robison questioned bow many seminary graduates have a zeal f o r  winning people t o  
Christ .  "There a r e  some," he noted, "but it 's i n  s p i t e  of and not because of our 
institutions ,I1 he claimed. 

He decried Baptis t  publications fo r  ed i t o r i a l l y  attacking Harold Lindrel l ,  ed i tor  
emeritus of*Chris t iani ty Today and president of the  Baptist  Faith and Message Fellowship 
who said i t  would be a small pr ice  t o  pay i f  500,000 l i b e r a l s  l e f t  the  SBC. 

F:'-".s -?,,:---2s6 tha t  "without the Bible, you have no message. . .no evangelism.. .no 
mlasion...and i t  does matter which Bible you believe." 

Although cr i t i c i sm of l iberal ism and pleas  f o r  inerrancy of the Bible grabbed the  
headlines during t he  pastors1 conference, many of the semns emphasized t he  need fo r  
strong preaching and f o r  pastors t o  grapple with problems i n  the  ministry. 

W i l l i a m  Rickette,  pastor of Price Avenue Baptist  Church i n  Athens, Ga., observed 
tha t  soma pastors are defeated and discouraged and feel t ha t  If  they could j u s t  go t o  
some other  church a s  pastor,  everything would be a l l  right. 

-more- .,r : -& 37  j 
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Page 2--Pastors1 Conference Roundup 

"A l a &  of time i n  the pulpi t ,  we (pastors) a r e  l i k e  sounding brass  and t inkl ing 

,[ ". cymbals because we don't r e a l l y  believe what we a ra  preaching, and don't r e a l l y  pract ice 
i t  i n  our l ives , "  Ricketts said. 

4 
f Jim Henry, pastor of F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church i n  Orlando, Fla., a t t r ibu ted  a decline i n  

. - 
' 

baptisms within the SBC t o  the lock of strong pas tora l  leadership, 

Preachim on the  pastor 's  r o l e  as shepherd, Henry quipped, "some churches want l ap  
dogs, some want yap dogs, and some want lead dogs. Gcd has cal led u s  as lead shepherds 
and you w i l l  f ind,  nearly without exception, t h a t  the churches tha t  a r e  doing bueinees with 
God ore marked with strong: pastoral  shepherds." 

Another speaker, Clark G .  Hutchinsan, pastor of Eastside B a p t i s t  Church i n  Marietta,  
Ga., pointed out t ha t  tha churches t ha t  a r e  winning the world t o  Chris t  a r e  the  ones tha t  
a r e  "grounded on the  word (of God) and controlled by the Spi r i t . "  

Jamas A. Ponder of Jacksonville,  d i rec tor  of e v a ~ e l i s m  f o r  the Florida Baptist  
Convention, contended t ha t  many pastore have l o s t  the  cut t ing edge of t he i r  ministry, and 
urged the pastors  t o  r e s to r e  t he i r  effect iveness  by confessing t he i r  f a i l u r e s .  

Ralph Stone, pastor  of North Jackscnville Baptist: Church i n  Jacksonville,  encouraged 
pastors t o  have a pos i t ive  a t t i t u d e  and t o  face  every problem "as an opportunity f o r  God 
t o  show h i s  greatness." 

Another Florida pastor,  Bobby Welch cf F i r s t  Baptist  Church i n  Daytona Beach, urged 
the pastors  t o  get excited about the  person of Jesus, the progran of Jesus, and the power 
of Jesus. 

An Alabaw pastor,  Jimmy Jackson o f  Huntsville,  cautioned the pastors against  
committing "the @in  of quenching the Holy Sp i r i t , "  adding tha t  "most of us  are gu i l t y  of 
i t  r i gh t  now." 

The pastors '  conference closed with a s t i r r i n g  sermon on the glory of God by Jer ry  
Vines, pastor of Dauphin Way Baptis t  Church i n  kfnbile, Ala., and a p a t r i o t i c  appeal by 
Charles F. Stanley, pastor of First Baptist  Church, Atlanta. 

Warning t ha t  America is headed down the pathway toward socialism and humanism, 
Stanley charged tha t  "we a r e  about t o  lose our republic.'' Par t  of .  the blame, accordiw t o  
Stanley, is l iberal ism among the  nat ion 's  churches. 

Stanley decried trends toward couanunism and socialism i n  America, a t tacks  on the 
American home, gross immorality and the flood of pornography and drugs i n  America a 
welfare system "that  promotes lazincas and slothfulness," and government red tape ledinp. 
t o  the  damhe o f  the  scull business i n  America. 

I n  addi t ion t o  the  e l e c t k n  of Draper as president of the organization, the 
Pastors '  Conference a l so  elected tarry Lewis, pastor of Tower Grove Raptiat Church i n  
S t .  Louis, as vice  president,  and James Eiiller,  paetar of RLdglea West Baptist Church 
i n  Fort Worth as secretary-treasurer.  

By Jim Newton and Charl ie  Warren--10:IO p.m., Monday 
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Music Wra~-.:ii Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet my! 

HOUSTCN, Junrr i i - . - : . i 3 . ~ ~ i ~ i l 3 ,  c acrg:. a7-,i hearty singing highlighted the two-day Southern 
Baptist  Churcn Music C3eerer.c~ at: Tallowood BapList Church here. 

Approximnc-ely 1003 church r~~sfcia: .s  and other r u s i c  enthusiasts attended opening sessions 
t o  hznr a series o h i n i  concerts by top choirs a?d individual a r t i s t ;  p l u s  an address 
on bold missions ty 'i:uss=lL r213ay Jr., preeident of Southwestern Baptis t  Theological 
Seminary, Fsrt Wsrtb, 'i'cxaa . 

Music rangee f roc  c l a s s i ca l  t o  t r ad i t i ona l  thr@ug;.?oat the confzrence, highlighted by 
E grand finale pez.fo~szr!ce OF the  1979 Tcras A l l  Ztnte Band end the Singing Men of Texas 
a t  F i r s t  Baptict Church. 

Dilday t o l d  ti.e l i u z i c i c r ~  t h s t  the witnas; of Scuzhern Sapt i s t s  needs t o  bo person 
centered. "Ga mztter hq-t advancc9 we b23.7~17m~ i n  the media and mass cominun~cations, nothine 
w i l l  ever tn::n :;?: placv- 03 one indicCidue: shc:ir.g t?i';h another on a one t o  one basis .  
tJe have t o  seis:.~ t o  g c ~ ~ l e  s a t  ao  e. uass bu: t o  rl.:E onz. That is  the kind of Bcld 
Misoion Thrcst thilt t i i L l  reac!~ pecvle in  our .le:7." 

A perscn's ;:itncss no,n_?s t o  bc scnsit.it-zr ~ i e a s a a t  azd pungent, he said. ' 'LE~VQ 

them w i t h  a s2!.:9 t3.z - 2  genuine ~ ~ p e t - i c z c e  ?ha",= from the heart, not a professional,  
rmor ized  echo t 2a t  yoti heard ~mcr.ihcre. " 

Gxienn ZieL'orrl..:k, dirc:to; ;.f tie De~nr tnea t  of Church Planning f o r  the Baptis t  Convent Lor 
of North Carno! im, ? ~ l a t ~ : l ~  spcke to the dcmnl.nationnl d21ison o f  ~ ~ ~ i c i a n s '  conference 
about :he encrsy c r i c i s  rcd i t 3  e e f ~ c t :  on Sou;he,rn Baptist  c h ~ r c h c s  ~ n d  denominational 
agcnzteo . 

"American poople 2:rc be,icr:ng t o  re luc tan t ly  accept the h c t  tha t  there is an energy 
c r i s i s , "  McCornick  id. "Even with thn: ~ d m i s n i m  thw~gh,  there is  s t i l l  doubt, suspicion 
and the urge t o  ?ir:r; a a ~ a p n g o c t  ,'I 

"Americ~zc~ U C ~  cI: cnezzl zrst be recognized fo r  viiat i t  is--irrespofisible and s inful ,? '  , 

he oaid. "ff-,'ve :ot t o  ad jus t  t.s t he  f a c t  that: sr3ing energy i s  more important than s a v i w  
time." 

H e  e l so  a : l d  ti-.'r.a'c t lx-e is a strc:;p, ponsibi l i ry  tk.nt Southerr1 Baptis ts  would soon 
have t o  exnmizo the  fcas5-biltty o f  holdinn ~anuaL comentions i n  l i gh t  of shortages 
and high  cost^ of enorgy. 

During the buslr.=es scsslon, church music conference members voted by a 62-46 margin 
t o  i t c raaso  duos by 50 pcrcent t o  $15 per ye&r t o  o f f s e t  i n f h t i o n ,  higher program 
coots and incronsed postage, G?positior~ to  the dues iccrease vas based on a budget 
balance of maze than $5,020 after 1979 m~sic contersnce expenses. 

Thad Robertz, a i n i s ze r  of r u s i c  of IIoustoals South Main Baptist  Church, began h i s  
two-year term as ~ r e s i 6 e n t  or' the m u ~ i e  conference, succeeding James HcKinney, dean of the  
school of  church m z i c  a t  Soutttvestern Seminary. 

A1 Washlrurtl, associate   profess^: of churcia music a t  Golden Gate Baptis t  Theological 
Seminary, H i l l  Valley, Cal i f . ,  was elected president-elect of the music conference. 
H e  w i l l  esszxe the prenideacy i n  1981. 

Milburn Trice, chairmzn of the music department a t  Furman University, wrote the  anthem, 
"0 Give Thanks t o  the ~ o r d , "  especial ly  f o r  the  1979 music con£ erence. His song is the 
14th cormnissioned antherr wr i t t en  f o r  the ccderaricc. 

Some of the groulo perfomtag fo r  the conference were the youth chair from frtrouma 
Baptist  Church, Eaton Rouge, La.; the church choir from F i r s t  Baptist  Church, Shawnee, 
Okla. ; the  Howard Payco, University A Cappella Choir, Brownwocd , Texas ; Chapel Belle, a 
handbell grcup f z m  Firs:: Bept i i t  Cliurch, Star!willc, Miss.; The Alabama sing in^ Men; 
and tha Singing Men frcm Ouachitr Rdptist Lhiversity, Arkadelphia, Ark. wbL J :  j 
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WOMEN IN CHURCH RELATED MINISTRIES MET--300 part ic ipant8 gathered a t  the Sheraron Hotel, 
Houston, t o  dine and discuss the  l i f e  of women i n  ministry. Among those leading i n  the 
Sunday evening meeting were Carolyn Weatherford (standing), executive d i rec tor ,  ~oman'e 
Missionary Union; Chris t ine Gregory (seated l e f t ) ,  president,  Woman's Missionary Union; 
Anne Davis (seated center) ,  associate  professor i n  soc ia l  work, Southern Baptiat 
Theogolical Seminary; and Lanelle Doyle, (seated r igh t )  foreign missionary, Manaus , 
Brazil .  Photo by Karen Basmusson 

OFFICERS, AGAIN--At t he i r  meeting i n  Houston, the  1.1 mil l ion member Woman's Missionary 
Union voted t o  re-elect Mrs. A. Harrison Gregory ( l e f t ) ,  Danville, Va., as president,  
and Mrs. W i l l i q  E l l i s  (center),  Shelbyville, Ky., recording secretary. Both women 
were elected t o  t he i r  f i f t h  year of service. Shown with the of f icers  is Carolyn 
Weatherford, executive d i rec tor ,  Woman's Missionary Union. Photo by Debbie Buie 

PASTORS* CONFERENCE OFFICERS--The Southern Baptist  Pastorst  Z buference elected as i ts  
president James Draper (center),  paator of F i r a t  Bapt is t  Church, Euless, Texas. Elected 
as vice president was Larry Lewis ( r igh t ) ,  pastor of Tower Grove Baptist  Church, 
St. Louis, Miarouri, James M l l e r ,  ( l e f t ) ,  pastor  o f  Ridglea West Bapt is t  Church, 
Fort Worth, Texas, wag chosen am aecretary-treasurer.  Photo by Tim Fields  
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

First Resolutions Report 

HOUSTON, June 13--14essengers to the 122nd meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention 
here adopted resolutions Wedn3sday which endorsed the SALT agreement with the Soviet 
Union, went on record in support of public schools, reaffirmed earlier statements on 
abortion, and called for increased U.S. overseas development assistance to combat world 
hunger. 

Other resolutions passed during tho business sessi-: dealt with domestic violence, 
television programming, energy, alcohol, the family farm, the American Bible Society, 
and the role of students in the denomination's missions progrems. 

The SALT resolution puts the convention on record in support of the arms lidtation 
agreement reached after more thsn seven years of negotiations with the Soviet Union. The 
treaty is to be signed next weeL in Viema. 

In the U,S. Senate, however, debate over ratification of the treaty promises to 
present President Carter with one of the key foreign affairs tests of his administration. 

The SBC resolution calls on the convention to comunicate officially with members 
of the Senate "our strong support for responsible multilateral nuclear arms control and 
urge ratification of the current treaty as basically a step in the direction of multi- 
lateral arms control." 

In addition, the resolution urges "future greater strides in multilateral nuclear 
arms reduction. " 

Before adopting the resolution, messengers beat back a number of parliamentary 
maneuvers by opponents to defeat it or to postpone its consideration until a future 
eession. Attendance was sparse during the resolutions debate. 

DiLlard Wilbanks, minister of education at the First Baptist Church, Jonesboro, Ga., 
failed in a move to have all references to SALT deleted from the resolution, which would 
have effectively scuttled the measure. He said it would be "presumptuous" of messengers 
to act when his o m  Sen. Sam Nug-:, I)-Ga,, lnzmber of the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
is still undecided on the pact. 

Spirited debate also marked consideration of the resolution on "The Crisis in 
Education." But as in the debate on SALT, the resolutions c o ~ t t a e ' s  baeic position 
pr availed. 

Originally proposed to the convo,ntion by messenger Maurice Smith, pastor of the 
Park Forest Baptist Church, Dallas, the resolution urges Southern Baptists t o  become 
more involved in shaping and supporting public schools." It also expressed commitment 
to "quality education for every child" in America. 

During floor debate on the statement, minor amendments were made expressing support 
for private, chureh-related schools as well. 

After agreeing to the amendment, however, several messengers discussed heatedly the 
merit5 of public schools. Larry Smith, of Deer Park,Texas,said the "greatest mistake 
the church ever made" in America was to "let education get in the hands of the state." 

L. C, Trippett, of the 14th Avenue Baptist Church in Houaton, echoed that view, 
referring ro the federal government as "that octopus on the Potomc River" which is 
"trying to take over our l ives ."  He also decried HEW Secretary Joseph Califano's call 
for a new department of education and the teaching of what he called "socialist" pro- 
fessors in university schools of education. 

Southern Baptist Convention, Houston, Jun 12-14,1979 
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On the othsr side, messenger Ray Spears of Marks, Miss., drew applause when he ex-  
pressed the view that pnor children should not be consigned to the "fate of an inferior an3 
inadequate education. " 

Orion Bell of Louisville, Ky., disputed the argument of excessive government control 
of schools by declaring, "We can control our local schools if we are involved in thes.'' 

The rasoLutions committee's proposal on abortion called for a simple reaffirmation of 
a statement on the subject adopted by tha convention in 1976. That same resolution was also 
reaffirmed last year. 

A persistent band of anti-abortion advocates has continued to push for a more blanket 
condemnation of abortion, however. One of its key objectivas is to put the convention ?n 
record in support of a constitutional amendment which would bat abortion except in extreme 
cases when the life of  the mother is at stake. 

IJilliam Hillis, a bi3ryland physician who teaches at the Johns Hopkino University 
kedical school and served on the resolutions committee, asked messengers not to endorse such 
an amendment or other restrictive legislation, ar*ing that physicians should be given mom 
to help patients decide when an abortion should be chosen. 

That is essentially the position of the U.S. Supreme Court, which ruled in 1373 that 
nost restrictive state abortion laws violated n woman's ri~ht to privacy and that abortions 
in the first three months of pregnancy should be available to women In consultatim with their 
physicians. 

Opponents of the high court decisions have maintained, howevar, that the rulinqs opened 
the floodgates of "abortion on demand'' and have eouqht to reverse the effect of the rulings 
by pushing throuqh Congress an anti-abortion amendment to the Constitution. 

Bob Posey, pastor of First Baptist Church, Bognta, Tex., seemed to express the vizwpoint 
of the large majority of messengers who aporoved the resolution when he said, "I don't think 
a lapan can make a decision that only a phyeicisn can make" on when to perfom. an abortion. 

In a debsts on hunger, the convention likewise aplopted the resolutions comittec's 
stltement urging Congress to appropriate funds for overseas development and calling on 
Southern Baptists "to engage in strong and active Cl~ristian citizenship efforts to alleviate 
hunqer , " 

hend;lents to two phrases In the resolution's text were debated but overvhalmingly 
rejected. Preston Callison, an attorney from Columbia, S.C., and a member of the SSC 
axecutive committee, objected to the call for congressional action "which willhelp those who 
arc hungry and not merely line the coffers of the already privileged elite." 

C ~ ~ l i s o n  expressed concern that the phrqse appeared to put the convention on record 
aqainst the free enterprise system. When resolutions committee chairman Charles Myers, I 
Jackson, Hiss. pastor, explained that the phrase was desiqned to refer to the problem of 
hunger aasiat~nce being divzrted f r m  the oversess pnor to the pockets of foreign bureaucrats, 
Callison's amendment was easily turned aside. 

The resolution also was challenqed for declaring that hunger destroys more lives than 
the total victims claimed by the 1945 U,S. bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and Hitler's 
death campa in Europe. 

Billy Hickman, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, Broken Bow, Okln., told messengers 
that the references to the Japanese cities levaled by U.S. bombs cast those military actions 
in a bad light. 

When Myers said that the camrnittee chose to use the languaqe merely to express grsphi- 
cslly the numbers of persons dying from hunger, the men$.nent was defeated. 

The resolution on domestic violence, referring to both child and soouse abuse, called 
the problem "one of the serious moral issues of our time,'"eneouraged local churches to help 
neet the needs o f  victims, and urqed "responsible public policy" to combat violence in the 
home. 

On television programing, the convention urged Consreas to dafaet a current lerl.islative 
offort to rewrite the Communications Act of 1934. That revision includes the elimination 
of the "public interest" provision in the 1934 law. Southern Baptists should also op~osc 
legislation "that rcnoves all restr,mts from an industry that has proven its unwillingness 
to rostrain itself," the resolution declared. 
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? 
The resolution on energy spc'-a of God as "the creator and owner of a l l  energy 

re~aurces'~ and called on Southern Baptists "to practice strine*nt consorvatian;" It a h 0  
asked government units and utility companies to build new nuclear power plants "only when 
the eafety of their operation and waste disposal processes can be assured." 

Another resolution reaffirmed Southern Baptists' traditional opposition to alcoholic 
beverages and called for a commitment "to minister compassionately to those who develop 
drinking problems and to relate to their families in redemptive ways." 

On the problem of the loss of small farms, the messengers agreed to "support current 
effort& to preserve the family farm 03 a vital part of the food production system" in the 
nation. The resolution also expresses support for government policies aimed at alleviating 
the needs of family farmers. 

-30- 
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'rlOUSTON, June 14--Southam Baptists attending thz 122nd annual session of  tha convention 
Thursday adopted overwhelmingly a subrtirure resolution condeming a proposed Internal Revenue 
Scntica proczdure which would deny t.w examption to church schools which fail to prove they 
crra racially nondiscriminatory. 

The substitute, adopted after lengthy debate, replaced a much nilder statepent 
pra;rossd by the convenKionvs resolutions cowittee which offimcd tht? principle of separation 
uf church and state but fell snort of decrying the IRS proposal. 

In uther actions, the messzngers adopted withut dsbatz r~s01utions on mi3rant workers, 
psrnography , inflation, and second class miling costs. 

Thc controversy over appropriata convention response rs the proposed revenue procedure 
by the XRS has been brewing in recent weeks. 

Thc denominstion's Baptist Joint Cormittae on Public Affairs, an nzency located in 
l~lashington, D. C. and supported jointly by the SBC aad seven other U. S. aaptist bodies, 
has repeatedly expressed strong opposition to the IRS proposzl. 

First announced by the IRS last Auguat in tha Fedor31 Register, the proposed pracedurr. 
would require all privsta schocls, including thoso otmzd 2nd operated by churchzs, to prove 
annually that they do not discriminsta on ths basis of mce. The prcposal wculd requtre 
church schocls to demonstrstz to the satisfaction of IRS officials that they discriminate 
in neither enrollment policy nqr in actual studznt re~istrati~n. 

The Eaptist Joint Comittue oppssod the procodura nt XBS hearings in December and 
again bafore congressional caumittaas on both sides o f  Capitol Bill aerlier this ycsr. 

But last month, Villiain 8. Elder, 111, diractor nf Christian citizenship development 
for the SBC Christian Lifc Conmission in Nashville, presented written tnstirnnny to I- 
Cmmissioncr Jerome Kurtz and tn E Senate subcornittee approving the procedure. 

Virtually every major religious body, includinz swernl Protcatant denominations, the 
U. S ,  Catholic Conference, and severll Jewish groups, has opposed the IRS proposal. 

Christian Life Coxmission endorsement o f  tha proposed regulation is tha only one 
of its kind from a major denoinination. A t  the sam2 time, mejor civil rights groups, 
including the NtUCP and tha American Civil Liberties Union, suDport the guidelines. 

The substitute resolutian ~ a s s e d  by the convimtior. essentially tts!tes the Baptist 
Joint C~mitt2r viewpoint that the basic issue in the 1P.S pro?osal is the separation of 
church aab statc rather than racism, ss contanded by the Christian Life Comiesicm. 

iJ. Wayne Allen, pastor of East Park Baptist Church, 'i~mphis, Tenn., which operates 
Sriarcrest aaptist School, pxssented thu substituta rsnoluticn. On Tuosdny ha had 
introduced a similar statement ccndmning the IRS proposzl. The rasolutions c ~ m i t t c ~  hnd 
sct aside that document tc reach its compromise position. Th; substitute Allen presented 
was written by Baptist Joint Comittrte exacutivc director Janee 3. Wood Jr. and director of 
rzsearch scrvfccs John W. Baker. 

The messengers divertad a mar-collision on the floor over 3 phrase in the substituts 
rafarring to  the Baptist Jo in t  Cornittee "as this Convention" spokesman tc goverm~nt.'' 

After the bllzn substitute had passed, resolutions cornittee chirimn Charles :4yats, 
pastor of ~ U t a  Wonda Baptiar Church, Jackson, :*liss., moved that it bs manded to say that 
the Washingtcn seency is "one of.' szvernl Southzrn Saptist agencies which speak t o  government. 

Wood arzued that the Dnptisr Yoinr Cornittea " i s  the only aFoncy with the progrnm 
assigmennt.. .to speak ta governmanr." 

-morGk- 
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For Immediate Belease 
Bold Mission 

While It Is Yet Day! 

HOUSTON, June 10--Southern Bap t i s t s  need t o  focus on e thn ics  I f  they want t o  improve 
t h e i r  baptismal r a t e  i n  the  19806, a research s p e c i a l i s t  advised. 

Addressing the  newly organized Southern Bapt is t  Research Fellowship on the  church 
growth movement, Larry &Swain, a s s o c i a t e  professor of church and community at  Southern 
Bapt ia t  Theologkpl Seminary, Louisvi l le ,  Ky., s a i d  the  simple f a c t  is t h a t  e thn ic  women 
a r e  having more babies than white women. 

&Swain blamed a dec l in ing  b i r t h  r a t e  ins tead of poor church growth p r inc ip lee  f o r  
the  drop i n  baptisms among Southern Bapt is ts .  

"We can expect a continuing drop i n  the  t o t a l  number of baptisms of chi ldren and youth 
wel l  i n to  the  1980s because of lower b i r th ra tes . "  Southern Bapt is t  baptisms f e l l  almost 
10,000 t o  336,050 i n  1978, the  t h i r d  consecutive year of decl ine .  

Only a dramatic increase  I n  the  proportion of a d u l t  baptisms prevented a much more 
r a d i c a l  dec l ine  i n  t o t a l  baptisms among Southern Bap t i s t s  i n  the  ear ly  1970s, Meswain 
explained. 

"If  t h e  same proportion of adu l t  t o  youth baptisms (one t o  two) had been maintained 
through t h e  decade, and normal baptisms of t h e  young occurred, these  would have been 
40,000 fewer t o t a l  baptisms than was the  ease. We a r e  doing b e t t e r  a t  evangelism than 
our i n t e r n a l  c r i t i c s  charge." 

Other denominations f e l t  the  drop i n  conversions ahead of Southern Bap t i s t s  because 
" infants  impact membership much e a r l i e r  f o r  them," McSwain explained. 

Besides the  focus on e thn ics ,  McSwain sald church growth s t r a t e g y  f o r  Southern Bapt is ts  
may include more aggressive evangelism of ch i ld ren  and youth, an emphasis on young adu l t s ,  
and enticement of over 30-year-old8 back t o  the church as p a r t  of family accul turat ion.  

However, the  emphasis on young a d u l t s  and over 30-year-old8 have p i t f a l l s ,  &Swain said .  

"Religious defect ion among young a d u l t s  appears t o  be one o f  the  most pronounced 
t rends  of the pas t  25 years  and the  l ikel ihood of r e t u r n  ( t o  church) a f t e r  age 30 i s  
eornewhat less than i n  former years," 

I f  s i g n i f i c a n t  defect ion is occurring among the young which i s  becoming permanent 
i n  middle adulthood, r a d i c a l  changes i n  church l i f e  may be required t o  evangelize theee 
groups to  a t t r a c t  them back t o  the  church, McSwain deducted. 

Growing churches w i l l  need t o  a l t e r  t h e i r  s t y l e  of family emphasis i f  the  over 30 
group is t o  r e t u r n  t o  the  church i n  l a r g e  numbers, McSwain indicated,  

"The decade of t h e  seven t ies  has been one of a s s a u l t  upon the  f a b r i c  of American 
families," &Swain s a i d ,  i n  point ing t o  an inc rease  of almost 300 percent i n  i l l e g i t i m a t e  
l i v e  b i r t h s  during the  Last 25 years ,  a 48 percent increase  i n  ch i ld ren  l i v i n g  with one 
parent  during t h e  Last 7 years ,  60 percent inc rease  i n  divorced persona i n  s i x  years ,  and 
63 percent increase  i n  the  number of s i n g l e  persons i n  the  same period. 

Southern Bap t i s t s  need more research i n  at  l e a s t  s i x  o the r  a teae  before  they adopt 
church growth p r inc ip les ,  the  researcher  sa id .  
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&Swain contended Southern Baptiets need (1) data  verifying church growth principles ,  
(2) broader c r i t e r i a  fo r  measuring church growth, (3) i n  depth case s tud ies  of growing 
churches, (4) intensive research on the relat?onship between age cohort and family l i f e  
cycle and church growth, (5) s tudies  on t he  church wirhin a t o t a l  community, and (6) research 
on the relat ionship between community change and church growth and decline. 

Also addressing the 52-member research fellowship a t  the celebrat ion of its firhit 
birthday Was W i l l i a m  Kamrarh, d i rec tor  of demographic s tud ies  a t  Concordia Teacher8 
College, River Forest,  Ill. 

The fellowship w i l l  meet on June 7 ,  1980 i n  S t .  Louie, j u s t  before the Southern 
Bapt is t  Convention. 

By Roy Jennings--l:45 p.m. Sunday 
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ROUNDUP FOR MQNDAY AMS 
Bold Mission 

While It Is Yet Day! 

HOUSTON, June 10--Southern Baptists have more work with ethnic persons than any 
other denomination in the world, messengers to the annual meeting of Woman's 
Mi~sionary Union learned here Sunday at the Civic Center Music Hall. 

William G. Tanner, executive director of the Southern Bapt ipr  Home M$ssion 
Board, Atlanta, said the 13.2 million member denomination has albost 3,000 units of 
work with ethnic persons and preaches the gospel in 70 languages and dialects. 

"It i s  urgent that we increase our work among the 30 million other '.invisible ethnics' 
in h r i c a  as they are rapidly becoming more and nore conscious of their ethnicity," 
Tanner told the Southern Baptist auxiliary. 

Tanner, chief administrative officer for, the mission board which directs about 
2.500 misalonaries in 50 states and Puerto Bico, delivered a -jot address on "GO 
Quickly and Tell': at the opening session of a two-day meeting,of the auxiliary. . 

The auxiliary was one of five Southern Baptist groups meeting here in advance 
of the 122nd Southern Baptist Convention wh;tch opens a three-day run Tuesday at the'. 
S m t t .  Other groups inc Aude pwtors,, minister, of . education and ,music, and d i r e c b r s  
of aaaociational missions. 

The SBC, expected to attract about 18,000 messengers from throughout the United 
States, will include a scriee of addresses by nationally ham personalities, 
election of a new president, and the adoption o f  a 1979-C0 budge of $83 million, 
up $8 million. 

Outgoing president J h y  R. Allen of San Antonio will preside at sessiqns which 
will include addresses by former White Kouoe staff assistant Charles Colson on 
Tuesday, evangelist 9i11y Grahan on Wednesday, and country comedian Jerry Clower 
and Soviet Baptirt diasident Georgi Vins, Thursday. 

In a progress report to the Baptist wmen, Tanner disclosed his board starred 
evangelism projects in sore then 100 underevangelized counties in 1373 and led in 
organizing 3-30 new churches and 780 church-type missions. 

Looking toward the future, Tanner called for m r e  Southern Baptist activity 
in the inner cities of America, evangelization of menbers of cults an3 old world 
religions, and the iavolvement of new seminary graduates in home miassion activities. 

"The need for Inore truth tellers, more proclaimers, more withesseo, and more 
volunteers is incarnate in 60 million unevangelized adults in American,:' Tanner said, 

"How long w i l l  they wait? Until all of our buildings are built and paid for? 
Until all of our institutions are expanded and even proliferated? Until God snatches 
the torch from us and passes it on to aomeone else who I s  excited about going and 
telling?" 

At the Southern Baptist Pastors' Conference at the Cpliseum, W.A. Criswell, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Dallas, preached on the place of blood in Christianity. 

Criswell, former president of the SBC, shared the podium with Adrian Rogera, pastor 
of gellevus Baptist Church, klemphia. - 30 - 
By Roy Jennings -1:40 p.m. Sunday 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day1 

MEMO: To SBC Newsroom Staff Covering Advance Meetings 

To: SBC Newsroom Staff Covering Advance Meetings 

From: Robert OIBrien 

Here's your press kit s o  that you can get yourself backgroundad on the meetings you will 
cover before the SBC gets underway. 

Don't lose it because we won't have enough t o  issue another one! 

Thanks for your willingness t o  help. Call if you have questions. I will be gone from the 
office by Friday, June 1, and will be at the Aatro Village in Houston by June 3 t o  do 
advance  letup of the newsroom and media contacts. 

Bracey Campbell will cover the WMU; Larry Crisrnan will cover the RE meeting; Charlie 
Warren will cover Pastors' Conference, backed up by Dan Martin; Jim Lowry will cover 
Church Music; Judy Touchton will cover opening day of the Campus Ministers and Linda 
Lawson the second day; Bob Stanley will cover Directors of Missions. 

i 

I: 
! 
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Bold Mission 
Southwestern Seminary Luncheon While It Is Yet Day! 

..**-* ..,STON, June 13--Southwestern B ~ p t i s t  Theological Seuinsry successful ly  completed i ts  
;i3 mil l ion  c a p i t a l  needs cempaiga n year ahead of schedule, zbout 1100 s l u n n i  learned here  
Wednesday at  t h e i r  ancual luncheon. 

The t o t d  of the Eight by Elghty campai~n was announced as $6,000,379.76. O f  t h i s  
amount, $660,271.63 was given by alumni of Southwestern. Almost 85 per cen t  of the g i f t s  
were from Texas. 

Another h izh l ighr  of the  luncheon, held a t  t h e  Shamrock Hil ton Hotel,  included the  
presentat ion of awards t9  Evangelist  B i l l y  Graham and former U. S. Postmaster General Hamin 
Iqatson. Vatson served as c h a i m n  of the  Eight by Eighty campaign and Graham was honorary 
chairman, 

Recognized as D i s t i n ~ u i s h e d  Alumni f o r  1979 were pres idents  of th ree  Southern aaptist 
seminaries: Russell  H. Dilday, Jr., Southwestern; W. Randall Lolley, Southeastern: 
and W i l l i a m  Pi. Pinson, Jr., Golden Gate. 

President Dilday r e i t e r a t e d  his support  for  h i s  seminary professars :  

"Over the  past  year the  facu l ty  of Southwestern has impressed me with t h e i r  dedicat ion 
t o  the  Scr ip tu re  and t h e i r  b e l i e f  i n  the  Word of God," He added t h a t  their Chr i s t i an  
bel iefs were evidenced i n  t h e i r  church membership and involvement and i n  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  
a i t tur i ty .  

"Southern Baptists have a g rea t  advantage by being persons with d i f f e r i n g  viewpoints 
whose Eccedom of ~ x p r e s s i n g  themselves has always been a hallmark o f  t h e  denominstion," 
Dilday added. 

Palph Lanfiley, pas tor  of Willow EIeodows B a p t i s t  Church introduced the new national 
alumni o f f i c e r s ,  They included Richard Jackson, p m t o r  of the  North Phoenix Bapt is t  Church, 
president; D. L. Lawric, pas to r  of t h e  F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church, Texarkana, Tex., president- 
e l e c t ;  and John S e e l i ~ ,  v i c e  pres ident  f o r  publ ic  a f f a i r s  st the seminary, secretary .  

By Barbara Little--7:50 p.m., Wednesday 

w*- 
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Miasions Andressas a t  Astrodome Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

HOUSTON, June 13---With s t i r r i n g  tes t imonies  and messaRes, on t h e  need f o r  the  church 
t o  reach people a t  hone and abroad, two Southern Bapt is t  n i a s ion  b o ~ r d s  gave 48,000 
persons a missions progress repor t  n t  a r a l l y  i n  t h e  hstrodomc. 

The imperative of t h e  immediacy concernin: world evansn:elization could be the  
missions ingredient  of Bold !fission Thrust," s a i d  William Tanner of At lanta ,  execut ive  
d i r e c t o r  of tho Home Mission Board. 

"We have t h e  r i g h t  ob jec t ives  and we have t h e  r i g h t  resources.  

"Christ  must be loosed In our l i v e s  i f  he is  t o  be loose  i n  the  world.. .For 2,000 
years  we've known t h e  qood news of Jesus  Chr i s t ,  but we f a i l e d  t o  propaqate it," Tanner 
continued. 

"If  our experience wi th  Jesus  Chris t  is  no t  of s u f f i c i a n t  inportance t o  recomrllend 
him t o  someone e l s e ,  then I cruszest the  whole s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  Kinqdorn of God i s  i n  
jeopardy . " 

Tanner compare3 t h e  inf luence t h a t  13 mi l l ion  communist pa r ty  members have had on 
t h e  Soviet  Union with t h a t  of 13  mi l l inn  Southern a a p t i s t s  i n  the  United S t a t e s .  

"They have had more e f f e c t  on t h e i r  n a t i a n  th,m we have an ours,  Tanner said, "!?crt 
because we a r e  autnunbered, but  because we a r e  o u t c o m i t t e d .  " 

Baker Jmee Cauthen of Richmond, execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Foreign Mission Board, t o l d  
t h e  crowd "the t i n e  has  coqe f o r  a people c a l l e d  Bap t i s t s  a l m s  with a l l  o t h e r s  who love 
Jesus  t o  r i s e  up i n  t h e  s t r e n q t h  of the  almighty Gort and t e l l  tho l a s t  hman  beinz on 
t h e  f ace  of t h e  e a r t h  t h a t  Jesus  saves.  

"It doesn ' t  ma t t e r  what It c o s t s  us a s  ind iv idua l s ,  as churches, o r  a s  s dsnoninatian 
bzcause we owe our abso lu te  a l l eg iance  t o  the  comand of our  l i v i n q  Lord. 

"The b a s i c  human r i g h t  of a person born i n  t h i s  world with a l l  of its s ~ r r a w  and a11 
of i ts p o t e n t i a l  f o r  goo? and e v i l  i s  t o  hear  t h e  t r u t h  of t h e  love of God i n  Jesus 
C h r i s t  our Savior and t o  rospm:! t *  it f o r  t i m s  and e t e r n i t y  ," Canthen sa id .  

The crowd a l s o  hear3 t h e  testimony gf Sco t t  A n ~ l e t o n ,  fnrmar Texas Univers i ty  A 1 1  
American and p ro fess iona l  f o o t b a l l  player now serving a s  n Hission Service  Corps volunteer  
i n  San Antonio, 

Apnleton said he once had "fame, for tune an.? fernlee"  but  l o s e  i t  a l l  through a stock 
narka t  crash and alcoholism before  he wss "set  f ree"  thmuqh an experience with Chris t .  

N s o  represent ing t h e  Home W s s i a n  Board was Cherry Chang, hone mlssionsry t o  Los 
hn?eles who s a i d  the  Southern Bap t i s t  s p i r i t  of Bold ?-fission Thrust is "catchinq" amonq 
e t h n i c s  i n  Cal i fornia .  

She predic ted Southern Bap t i s t s  w i l l  s ee  gr3winq numbers of e t h n i c s  being used i n  
missionary rervice .  

Representing t h e  F o r e i ~ n  Mission Board, Jnhn Cheyne, associ.ste coordinator  of hunger 
r e l i e f  and d f a a s t e r  resocmsa, t s l d  of the  e f f e c t i v e  hunger r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  of n i s s i o n a r i e s  
around tho world and challenged t he  crowd t o  g i v ~  t h e i r  money and t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  helpinq 
t o  r e l i e v e  world hunger. 

Ronnie Boswell, Southern Bap t i s t  missionary t o  Braz i l ,  t o l d  of t h e  overwhelming 
response t o  t h e  gospel i n  rhn t  country and t h e  r e a r k a b l e  zrowth of churches and of missions 
concern among t h e  B t s z i l i a n  Bapt is ts .  

- 3 0  - .  ,*;.:- J ; ' 5  
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Photo Information 

Photo tL2 

THE NIGHT COMETH--Jimy Allen said h i s  formal ~ o ~ d b y e  as  preaident of the  1 3 . 2 m i l l i o n  
member Southern Bapt is t  Convention with an applause-interrupted message to  the  122nd 
annual meeting of the  SBC. Allen, who is  endinp, h i s  second one-year term as president  
of the  world's Largest p ro tes tan t  denomination, delivered t h e  annual President ' s  
Address a t  the Houston Summit t o  c lose  out  the  Tuesday morning session. 
Photo by Mark Sandlin 

Photo #13 

FAMISHED, NOT FAMINE--The shortage of ea t ing  f a c t l i t i e s  close to  the  122nd annual 
Southern Bapt is t  Convention (meeting a t  the  Houston Sunnit t h i s  year) d idn ' t  r e a l l y  
r a t e  a d i s a s t e r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  from t h e  Brotherhood Cwrmission o f  the  SBC--but i t  was 
a good chance t o  demonstrate t o  the  more than 12,500 messengers how four d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  
u n i t s  operate.  Units from Mississ ippi  (pic tured above), Texas, Oklahoma and Louisiana 
fed a lunch of beef etew, green beans, peaches, crackers,  cookies and t e a  t o  nlmast 
5,000. There was no charge f o r  the meals but  people were asked t o  donate a love o f fe r ing  
with the  amount beyond expemes going to  world hunger r e l i e f .  Photo by Stephen Medford 

Photo 614 

IMPROMPTU PICNIC--Many of the  12,500 messengers to  the  annual Southern Bapt is t  Convention 
brought chi ldren with them which crested problems a t  mealtime. This family j u s t  spread 
t h e i r  lunch on the  g rass  beside the  Houston S u m i t  during the  Tuesday noon break and 
didn ' t  let  t h e  U.S. 59 t r a f f i c  o r  the  Texas sun keep them from of fe r ing  thanks f o r  
t h e i r  meal. Photo by Stephen Medford 
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fIOUSTOlT, June 12--In an e x ~ r e s s i o n  o f  concern over the  i s s u e  of b i b l i c a l  inerrancy 
wi thin  t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention, messengers e l ec ted  ':conservative" candidate  
M r i a n  P. Kogers, pas to r  o f  t h e  L1,OOOaember Bellevue B.?ptist Church i n  Memphis, as 
pres ident  of t h e  13.2 n i l l i o n  n m b e r  body an t h e  f i r s t  b a l l o t .  

R o ~ e r s  swamped f i v e  ~ t h a r  candidates  i n  garnering 51.36 pe r  cent  of t h e  vo tes  and 
avoiding s run-off. Rog:rs, who had been endorsed by W. A. Criswell ,  pas to r  of F i r s t  
Ban t i s t  Church, Dal las ,  dur ing t h e  pre-convention Southern Bap t i s t  Pas to r s  ' Conference, 
was nominated by Woner Lindsay SS., p a s t s r  e n c r i t u s  of First Baptist Church, Jackson- 
v i l l e ,  Fla. 

During t h e  opening address  of the  Pas to r s '  Conference, Rogers expressed f e a r  t h a t  
l i b e r a l i s m  was taking over Bap t i s t  col leges ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and seminaries.  

I tmediate ly  a f t e r  h i s  e l e c t i o n ,  Rogers sa id ,  "I have come no t  wi th  blcod i n  my 
eyes bu t  wi th  love i n  my hea r t .  I ' ve  learned i n  the  p a s t s r s t e  t h a t  you can do more by 
aff i rming somethin8 than by t e a r i n g  i t  down. 

I I  I I m not  so much a crusader  as a leader  and a helper," he continued. "The presidency 
of the  Southern Bapt i s t  Convention does mean t h 3 t  c e r t a i n  people f e e l  c e r t a i n  ways 
o r  a c e r t a i n  man would not be e lec ted ,  bu t  that doesn' t  mean he has c o n t r o l  of the  
convention. " 

h g e r s  pledged "100 percent  support" f o r  continuin& the  emphasis i n  t h e  denomim- 
t i o n  on Bold Mission Thmst .  

The Menphis pas to r  received 6,129 of t h e  11,933 vo tes  cast. 

F i r s t  runner up i n  t h e  r a c e  fo r  the  SBC presidency was Robert Naylor, r e t i r e d  
pres ident  of Southwestern E a p t i s t  The.nlcgica1 Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. Naylor, 
who waa nominated by John Sul l ivan,  pas to r  of Broadnore Bnpt is t  Church, Shreveport, 
La., received 2,791 of the votes or 23.39 percent .  

The remainder of t h e  b a l l o t s  were c a s t  f o r  C. E. P r i ce ,  vice-president o f  Wasting- 
house Carp., Pi t t sburgh,  Pa,; Doug Watterson, pas tor  of F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church, Knoxville, 
Tenn.; William L. S e l f ,  p a s t J r  of Wieuca Rood Bap t i s t  Church, At lanta ,  Es.; and Abner 
&Call ,  pres ident  o f  Baylor Univers i ty ,  Vaci,, Texas. 

Rozers, who is 413, was born i n  West Palm Beach, Fla,, and was captain o f  h i s  high 
schoo l ' foo tbd l l  team. H e  holds a bachelor of arts degree from Ste tson University,  
DeLand, Fla., and a master of theology degree frsm New Orleans Bap t i s t  Theological 
Seminary. 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Foundation Report 

HOUSTON, Juna 12--While the  Southern Baptis t  Foundation is  a f inanc ia l  agency, i t  
is  dedicated t o  "helping people who help  o the r  people who are cormittod t o  share the  
Good News of Jesus Chr i s t  t o  t h e  world," Executive Secretary Hol l i s  E. Johnson of 
Nashville to ld  messangers t o  t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention here  Tuesday. 

"God owns a l l  and we a r e  merely stetmrds of what He's entrus ted t o  us," the  
executive secretary- t reasurer  said.  

According t o  Johnson, total a s s e t s  of t h e  Foundation increased 33.1 per cent  over 
the pas t  two years.  Total book value of a s s e t s  climbed t o  $23,260,401 a t  f i s c a l  year 
end. This r e f l e c t s  a net increase  o f  $2,171,375 f o r  the  year.  

"For every $5 of income i n  1977, we produced $6 i n  1978," Johnson reported. 

Johnson sa id  t o t a l  income qenernted by the  Foundation amounted t o  a record 
$1,375,209 i n  1970. This was $235,059 more than during the previous year. 

"The continued growth of the  assets of Southern Bapt is t  Foundation is  testimony 
t o  haw God can accomplish h i s  work through couuitted Chris t ians  who give a por t ion of 
that which he has provided f o r  the  support of denoninational causes," he sa id .  

-30- 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Tuesday Afternoon Doctrine 

HOUSTON, June 12--Future convention o f f i ce r s  and past ,  present and fu ture  seminary 
professors were drawn i n t o  the  controversy over b ib l i c a l  inerrancy d u r i q  the second 
business session here Tuesday. 

Two reaolutions d e a l t  with expressing appreciation t o  seminary professors,  one 
spec i f ica l ly  d i rec t ing  such appreciation t o  those who have "taught accordiw, t o  the i n f a l l i b l e  
Word of God." 

The motion eubmitted by E l i  H. Sheldon, pastor o f  Crown Heights Baptis t  Church i n  
Oklahams City, would ask any fu ture  o f f i ce r s  of the  convention t o  s ign  a statement a f f i r ~ l i n g  
bel ief  i n  t he  Baptis t  Fa i th  and Message Statement, and i n  the  "h is tor ica l  and factual" 
b ib l i c a l  accounts. 

Sheldon, who to ld  raessengexs he bel ieves there have been "misinterpretations and 
misapplications" of the  Baptis t  Fai th  and Message Statement approved i n  1963, said he 
thinks proposed convention o f f i ce r s  should be asked t o  reveal  t he i r  stand on t ha i r  be l ie fs .  

Meesengers who w i l l  vote on them should know t h e i r  positions, he said. 

The motion asks t h a t  beginning with the  1990 convention "every person ncminated...be 
asked t o  sign the  following statement pr ior  t o  bal lot ing and elect ion.  I' 

The statement asks them t o  s t a t e  bel ief  i n  the pr inc ip les  of the  statement end tc 
pledge t o  "teach and preach i n  accordance with and not cantrary to," the  statement. 

It a l so  asked each poten t ia l  o f f i c e r  t o  s ign a s t a t e m n t  tha t  he believes "in the 
h i s t o r i ca l  and f ac tua l  b ib l i cn l  accounts of the Creation a s  s ta ted i n  Genesis chapters 
1-11.. ." 

It a lao  asked any poten t ia l  o f f i c e r  t o  express bel ief  i n  the v i rg in  b i r t h  of Jesus 
and the miracles "and i n  no way consider them a s  myth, a l legory or  t o  be explained away 
a s  natural  ra ther  than supernatureal events.. ." 

Sheldon's motion sa id  no person nominated fo r  SBC of f icer  should be compelled t o  
s ign such a atatement, but t ha t  messen,~ers should be informed prior  t o  vo t ins  about the 
signing o r  lack of signing by each nominated person. 

The motion asks t ha t  such a statement become ef fec t ive  i n  1980, but t ha t  i f  the 
act ion needs t o  become pa r t  of the  bylaws, t he  e f fec t ive  date become 1982. 

The two resolut ions approach paying t r i b u t e  t o  seminery prnfessors and s t a f f ,  but 
with d i f f e r en t  goals i n  mind. 

One, proposed by Charles Inman, pastor  of F i r s t  Eap.tist Church of Monahans, Texas, 
c a l l s  f o r  expressing appreciation t o  seminary staff, and facul ty who have "lived and taught 
ncccrding t o  the i n f a l l i b l e  Word o f  God." 

It a l s o  c a l l s  on responsible pastors ,  evangel is ts  and interested persons t o  present 
accusations of any i r r e & u l a r i t i c s  t o  proper au thor i t i es .  

Inman sa id  the  resolut ion springs from having heard accusations of  l ibemlimn emow 
seminary facul ty f o r  two days a t  the  Shelby Baptis t  Pastors '  Conference. 

"If t h i s  i reue  i s  important enough t o  take up the time of the convention, then there 
ought t o  be an invest igat ion t o  see  i f  they are t rue.  There has been a l o t  of smoke. 
I f  there is a f i r e ,  l e t ' s  put i t  out. If not,  Me a r e  besmirching the  reputations of more 
than 500 men i n  the convention,'' he said. 

The other resolution, by David Medley, pastor  i n  Tyronza, k k . ,  simply c a l l s  f o r  
coninendation of the  "vast: majority" of seminary professors and teachers, many of whom m y  
have been damaged by a l lega t ions  of  l i b e r a l i  -g: 

Dan Hartin--4:25 p.m., Tuesday. 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Tuesday Afternoon Business 

HOUSTON, June 1 2 - 4 1  attempt aimeS a t  blocking ordained women from being appointed 
a s  miss ionar ies  was r e j ec ted  during t h e  opening round of t h e  122nd Southern Bapt is t  Con- 
vent ion Tuesday, 

Gens Anglin, pas to r  of t h e  Memorial Bap t i s t  Church i n  Lubbock, Texas, aelced t h e  
convention messenger8 t o  amend t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  prevent ordained woman from serving 
on t h e  home o r  fore ign mission f i e l d .  

Requiring a two-thirds vote  f o r  considera t ion,  t h e  i s sue  f e l l  e igh t  per  cent shor t .  
The t a l l y  ahowed 4,822 vo tes  f o r  t h e  con t rovers i a l  amendment; 3,417 aga ins t .  

The motion read: 

" A l l  appointments, endorsements, e t c . ,  which come from t h e  convention boards w i l l  
not  recagnize t h e  o rd ina t ion  of women a s  being scriptural t r u t h  held by Baptists ."  

Carolyn Weatherford, execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  convention's Woman's ~ s e i o n a r y  
Union, s a i d  she was very pleased by t h e  a c t i o n ,  "I th ink  i t  was a good s i g n  f o r  out  
convention. f was a f r a i d  they would be able t o  muster t h e  needed votes. ' '  

The messengers a l s o  turned back a proposed c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment which would 
have required t h a t  t h e  Sunday School Board include temperance lessons  on a regu la r  b a s i s ,  

Marvin W. Glenn, a r e t i r e d  layman from Fr. Worth, Texas, sa id  he had been t o l d  t h a t  
t h e  Sunday School Board had removed a regu la r  emphasis on the  e v i l s  of a lcohol  because of 
p r o t e s t s  from o the r  denominations who purchase Southern Bapt is t  l i t e r a t u r e .  

Grady Cothen, pres ident  of t h e  Sunday School Board i n  Nashville,  s a i d  Sunday School 
Board l i t e r a t u r e  i s  published by and f o r  Southern Bapt is ts .  "Our l i t e r a t u r e  is not  
t a i l o r e d  o r  cu t  f o r  any denomination." 

The messengers a l s o  were asked by E l i  H. Shelton,  pas to r  of the  Crown Heights 
Bap t i s t  Church i n  Oklahoma Ci ty ,  t o  r equ i re  each person nominated f o r  p res iden t ,  f i r s t  
v i c e  p res iden t  and second v i c e  pres ident  of a l l  f u t u r e  conventions t o  s i g n  a statement 
af f i rming t h e i r  belief and support  of the  1963 Bapt is t  Fa i th  and Message Statement. 

The statement would a l s o  include an endorsement by the candidates of t h e i r  b e l i e f  
i n  t h e  v i r g i n  b i r t h  of Jesus  Chr i s t ,  t h e  Genesis account of the  c rea t ion  and t h e  miracles  
as recorded i n  t h e  Old and New Testament. 
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NON-FUGGLPTG IIITEREST I N  ZfISSIONS--Southern B a p t i s t  miss ionar ies  beein  to  parade 
underneath f l a p  of t h e  coun t r i e s  where they serve as the congregation s i n g s  
dur ing the Woman's Missionary Union conference a t  t h e  Music Wall, one of 
s e v e r a l  conferences held  i n  conjunction w i t h  the annual Southern Bapt ia t  
Convention n e e t i n s  i n  Houston Tuesday through Thursday (June 12-14). Photo by Tin Fie lds  

SBC HOUSTON 1979--Jimy Allen,  pres ident  of t h e  Southern Baptist Convention, stands 
between f i r s t  v i c e  pres ident  Doug Watterson ( l e f t )  and second vice president Willinn 
Se l f  aga ins t  a backdrop of an estimated 12,500 messenzers during the opening sess ion  
of the  annual neet ine .  Allen is  pas to r  of F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church i n  San Antonio, 
Watterson is pas to r  o f  F i r s t  Baptist Church of Knoxville and S e l f  is pas to r  of 
Wieuca b a d  Baptist Church i n  Atlanta.  Photo by Tim Fields 
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HOUST013, June 12--1iildred PlcWhortcr is  a woman who does the  extraordinary i n  an 
ordinary way. 

She bootlegs a Bible r o l l e d  up i n  a p l a i n  brown wrapper i n t o  some of the  worst bars  
i n  Houston. She deals d a i l y  with druz add ic t s ,  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  and gang leaders .  

And she does i t  a l l ,  armed only with an ' incredible  sense of humor and the  firm f a i t h  
t h a t  when God wants something done he answers prayers before they ' re  prayed. 

That philosophy hos been the  norm r a t h e r  than the  exception i n  the  more than 20 years 
she has spent  as d i r e c t o r  of two Southern Bap t i s t  missions i n  fiouston--the Bap t i s t  CLnter 
and Joy Fellowship Center; Her work Is c h i e f l y  .wi th  Kexlcan-hericsns . 

"Sure, I ge t  i n t o  s i t u a t i o n s  when I think t o  myself, ' ~ e ' s  going tn  k i l l  me' ," she 
s a i d  a f t e r  he r  address t o  the  t~omnn's IUssloaary Union lionday. 

"But then I f igured you have t o  d i e  some way and at l e a a t  dying on the  s t r e e t s  w i l l  
b e  f a s t e r  than s slow death. Besides, nobody's goiny. t o  d i e  u n t i l  God is through using them." 

It is a philosophy she d i d  not  always have. "When I f i n a l l y  to ld  Gad I ' d  do anything 
h e  wanted me to ,  I q u a l i f i e d  it," she said .  "I to ld  him I would i f  he'd c ive  ne  an exc i t ing  
l i f e .  H e  has kept t h a t  p r ~ m i s e . "  

Ber "exciting l i f e ' '  has l e d  her t o  break up gang f i g h t s ,  stand calmly while a drug- 
crazed kid  snipped the  buttons o f f  her  blouse wi th  h i r  switchblade; beat  the  po l i ce  t o  the  
center  a t  3 a.m. t o  t u r n  o f f  a aecur i ty  alarm only t o  f ind  he rse l f  met by the  worst drug 
add ic t  i n  the  c i t y .  

"That was another time I expected t o  d ie , "  she sa id .  " ~ u t  when I dananded what he 
wanted he s a i d ,  'I want t o  know how t o  become a Christian' ."  

She eat i n  the  p i t c h  black darkness and talked abcut Jesus. He became a Chris t ian.  

IUss IlcWhorter's f a i t h  keeps he r  going when she sees  ba t t e red  wives, abused chi ldren,  
desperate  people without jobs,  hungry people, broken fami l i e s ,  and thrown-away chi ldren.  

It was her  f a i t h  t h a t  caused her  t o  s tand while the  drug add ic t  c u t  the  buttons off 
her  blouse. 

"Then he picked them up and handed then t o  me," she sa id .  "The next t h i n s  I knew, ny 
hand was hurt in^: and h e  was ou t  cold.  I was h o r r i f i e d  t h a t  I had s t r u c k  another hurnan being. 
And I was s u r e  he'd k i l l  ne  when he came to." 

KL1 he said was, "Miss McWhorter, you should have h i t  me twice." 

Another time, a f t e r  she  had l ed  a 14-year-old g i r l  t o  Chr i s t ,  the ch i ld  pleaded not  
t o  be sen t  home because she was being sold--by h e r  mother--as a p r o s t i t u t e .  

Inves t iga t ion  uncovered severa l  more 14-year-olds with the  same problem; she sa id .  

"You know, a job l i k e  t h i s  has Lots of  honors," she confided. "I have f i v e  i l l i g i t i n a t e  
ch i ld ren  named a f t e r  me. One of them i s  the  homeliest  c h i l d  I have ever seen. And every 
t i n e  I v i s i t  that  family t h e  grandmother says proudly, 'She l o o t s  more like you every day, 
l4ies Mildred. ' I' 

Another honor--being named t o  receive the Houstsn Exchange Club's Book of Golden Deeds 
(equivalent t o  being nimed IJonnn o f  the  Year)--allowed her  t o  t a l k  about her  work before 
some of t h e  c i t y ' s  top business men. 

-more- ~ Y Y  :. 7 -7 c 
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"I didn' t  nsk for a thing,!' she rcnalled. "3ut that afternoon truckload after truck- 
load of nc,sded supplies began to  pour into the Center. iJe had two tons of potatoes and 
15,000 pounds of rice just  for szarcers. We had cnough supplies for A year and Q half .  
I'm elways surprised at how God provitles." 

Mi38 Mchihorter ' s work is  prinarily with Hexican-hericans but she does not l i m i t  i t  
t c  a rnce or creed. That sometimes czsses  confusion. 

"We had n black child break an arm a t  the Center. I sent ny Spanish assistant  to  the 
emergency room with hin unt i l  1 could get  down later to s ien the i~ surance  forms. 

%.en I got there the doctor looked a t  the black child, the Spanish woman, and m e  and 
asked, 'Just what is your relaticnship to these pooplc?' So I told him, ''She's the chi ld ' s  
mother. I 'n his  grafidnothcr ' ." 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Orlando Choir on Mission 

HOUSTON, June 12--A Florida Baptist  choir took more than sheet music and 200 voices t o  
the Southern Baptis t  Conventicn and paved the way t o r  the establishment of two Baptis t  
churches. 

The 200-member chcir  of First B~ptptist Church, Orlando, didn ' t  jus t  want t o  "sing and 
have fun," s.:ys W i l l i a m  kf. P r a t t ,  pastor nf Houston's Memorial, Drive Baptis t  Church. "They 
wanted t o  get involved." 

When the  choir wrapped up i t s  pa r t  cn the prozram of the  Southern Baptist Pastors '  
Conference preceding convention sessions, i t  went across town t~ help with  community 
surveys begun by Pratt's church and Braes Bap t i s t  Church i n  southwest Houston. Both 
churches are looking t o  form congregations i n  ~t l e a s t  two n e i ~ h b ~ r h o o d s  with 50,000 t o  
100,000 residents  and no S ~ p t i s t  churches. 

And i f  t ha t ' s  not encugh i n  Houston's muggy heat ,  choir members conducted "Evangelism 
Explosion"--a systemized p o r a ~ n a l  w i t n e s s i ~  ~ l i n i c ,  ettempting t o  reach people f o r  Chris t  
i n  t he i r  homes. 

By Jennifer L. H. Anderson--4:OS p.m. Tuesday 
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Burma Baptist News Conference Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day1 

HOUSTON, June 12--The first Christians to be allowed to Leave the Socialist Republic 
of the Union of B u m  in 16 years to attend international religious conventions eaid 
here Tuesday they have complete religious freedom in Burma and that a great revival is 
in progress among the 344.135 Baptists there. 

.. Clifford Kyaw h?e, general secretary of the Karen Baptist Convention in Rangoon, 
Burma, and Maran Zan Yaw, national treasurer of the Burma Baptist Convention in Rangoon, 
made the statements in a news conference during the Southern Baptist Convrmtion. They are 
enroute to the Baptist World Alliance's General Council meeting in Brighton, England. 

Yaw explained that Christians in Burma have not been praviously allowed to leave 
the country to attend international religious conventione due to government restrictions. 

Asked why the government would not allow Christians to leave Burma, Yaw explained 
that the government authorities did not want "the foreign element to come into out 
country. " 

All foreign missionaries were expelled from Burma in the mid-1960's, with Baptist 
missionaries leaving in 1966. Dwe said that foreign missionaries are not welcome in 
Burma at the present. 

"The emphsais Is on developing indigenous leadership and doing things the B u m  
way," Yaw said. 

Yaw added that the socialist government in Burma followa what they call "the 
Burmese way to socialism, which is quite different from socialism in other countries." 

Socialism in Burma is different, Yaw said, because it allows and encourages 
privately-owned small businesses in the private sector o f  Bumeee society, Yaw eaid. 

Religious affairs in Burma are controlled by the government's ministry of religious 
affairs, which grmta government money to the 10 denominations that are members of 
the Burma Council of Churches. The Burma Baptist Convention is a member of the Council 
of Churches, but does not accept government funds, he said. 

Dwe estimated that about three percent of the Burmese population, about 600,000, 
is Christian. 

Almoet 400,000 of the Christians in Burma are Baptists, the long-term result of the 
work started in 1813 by one o f  the first Baptist missionaries, Adonerim Judson, b e  said. 

Baptist work grew very slowly through the years, but In the last three years a 
great revival has been in progress in Burma, Yaw said. Each year for the last three 
years, baptisms (conversions) have averaged from 8,000 to 10,000, Yaw eaid. 

There are currently 300 young evangelists who preach every day for no salary In 
the mountain areas of north Burma where response is greatest, They participate in open 
air preachtng, homa visitation, and personal evangelism, he eaid. 

In some respects, the governmeat's decision to evict foreign missionaries has 
strengthened Baptist work in Burma, Yaw said, for the government restrictions prompted 
national Baptist leadere in Burma to try harder to develop indigenous Baptist churches. 

Due added that he did not feel the government restrictions on Burma Baptists could 
be described as "persecution of ~hristians .I1 

"It is our am way of doing our work," R e  said. "It is time for us to stand on 
our awn feet. We do not consider this persecution." 

Yaw said there are about 2.500 to 3,000 churches affiliated with 13 regional, 
racial (ethnic) and regional Baptist conventions in Burma. 

David Y. K. Wong, Hong Kong architect and president of the Baptist World Alliance, 
pointed out that Burma ranke fifth in the number of Baptista in  countries o f  the world. 
The United States, India, the Soviet Union, and Braail rank above Brazil in the number 
of Baptists. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

~ILLIAMOE. SELF 

Senior Minister 
Wieuca Road Baptist Church 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Born : January 10, 1932 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
Moved to Delray Beach, Florida - 1939 

Education: B.A., Stetson University, Deland, Florida - 1954 
B.D., Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary - 1957 

Wake Forest, North Carolina 

I 
S . T . D . ,  Candler School of Theology, Emory University - 1971 

Atlanta, Georsia 
A doctoral. dissertation for this degree was entitled, 
"Influence of Eledia on the Message of Preaching." This 
work is a detailed theological analysis of communication 
theory, particularly oral communication, and its impact 
upon the message as received. 

Vocation: 1952 Ordained Minister, Southern Baptist Convention 

1957-60 Pastor, Edgemonr Baptist Church, Rocky Mount, N.C. 

1960-64 Pastor, West Bradenton Baptist Church, Bradenton, Florida 

1964- Pastor, Wieuca Road Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgis 

Membership: 4700 
1979 Budget: $1,370,000 
Property $6,000,000 

Frequent speaker at college, university, and seminary 
convocations and special assemblies, as well as  reaching 
missions throughout the United States. 

Has traveled extensively in North and South America; 
Europe; Middle East; East Asia; Southeast Asia. 

Continuing guest on WSB-TV Atlanta "Today in Georgia" 
program for past eleven years. 

1978 speaker for the Governor's Prayer Breakfast. 

Published Works: Bridging the Generation Gap, Broadman, 1970 
Survival Klt for the Stranded, Broadman, 1975* 
Saturday Night Special, Word, 1977 
Learning To Pray, Word, 1975* 

*Co-authored with wife, Carolyn 

Numerous articles published in Pulpit Digest, Church Administration, 
Sunday School Builder, The Baptist Student, The Christian Index, 
The Biblical Recorder, and Junction. 

t 
Honors/Awards: D.D., Stetson University, Deland, Florida - 1969 

D.D., Mercer University, Macon, Georgia - 1970 
Litt. D., Han Yang University, Seoul, Korea - 1975 

(Only clergyman ever to receive honorary degree from this university.) 

r Elected vice-president of North Carolina Baptist Convention - 1958 
Voted "Church of the Year" - 1958 
Included in Outstanding Younn Men o f  America - 2965 
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Biographical Sketch 
William L. Self  

Fkmber of Executive Corn i t t ee ,  Georgia Bapt is t  Convention 

Chosen "Outstanding Young h n  of Ycar," Hanatee County, Flor ida  - 1963 

Trustee,  Shorter College, Roue, Georgia - 1970-75 

Selected as one of "Five Outstandins Young Men of Atlanta" - 1968 

Elenber, Gz0rgi.s Ban t i s t  Hospital  Comiss ion - 1972-74 

President ,  Georgia Bsp t i s t  Pas tors '  Conference - 1971-72 

Member, Foreign Elission Board, Southarn Bapt is t  Convention - 1975 - 
Specia l  guest  speaker at School of Evangelism, B i l l y  Errihau Crusades, 

At lanta ,  Georgis - 1973; Rio de Janeiro ,  Braz i l  - 1974; San Diego, 
Ca l i fo rn ia  - 1976; Ashevi l le ,  North Carolina - 1977; Las Veg~s ,  
Nevada and Kansas Ci ty ,  'Elissour1 - 1978. 

Included i n  blarq.uis !Jhols Tho i n  Religion 

Chairmsn, Gzorgia Bapt is t  Executiva Comnittec - 1975 

Invi ted  f o r  o f f i c i s l  s t a t e  v i s i t  t o  Republic o f  Korea by Prime Minister 
K I I I ,  Jung P i 1  - 1974 

While i n  Korea, D r .  Self  negot ia ted t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  i s s u e  with 
the President  and v i s i t e d  those  on both s i d e s  of the  r e l i g i o u s  and 
p o l i t i c a l  i s sues .  

Appointed Spacial h b s s s s d o r  by Przs ident  Gerald R. Ford f o r  Inaugura- 
t i o n  of H i s  Excellency William Tolber t ,  Monrovia, L ibe r i a  - 1976 
During t h i s  s p e c i a l  assignment, D r .  Self  had t h r e e  days with I d i  
Amin of Uganda, who was v i s i t i n g  In Liber ia  during t h i s  time. Hc 
was engaged i n  d e t a i l e d  t l l k s  with h i n ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  h i s  r e l a t ionsh ip  
t o  t h e  United Stz tes .  

Member of O f f i c i a l  Platform Par ty  during v i s i t  by Pres ident  Ford t o  
At lanta ,  Georgia - 1975 

Served rm Southtrn Bapt is t  Convention %solut ions  Committee, Dorfolk, 
Virginia  - 1976 

Inv i t ed  by Republic of China t o  v i s i t  Taiwan a s  s p e c i a l  guest  of t h a t  
government - 1976 
While i n  t h e  Republic of China, D r .  Se l f  had an o f f i c i a l  in terview 
with  tho Pres ident ,  ss wel l  a s  t h e  Secretary  of S t a t e  and o the r  
prominent governmental l e sda r s .  

Preached annual seraon a t  S o u t h a n  ~ a p t i s t  Convention, b n s a s  City - 1977 

Chairman, C o m i t t e e  on Committees, S ~ u t h e r n  Bapt is t  Convention - 1977 

Delivered Annual Lectures on Preaching, Erskine Theological Seninsty 
(Associate Fkformed Presbyter isn)  - 1972 

Delivered H. I, Hester Lectures on Preaching, Golden Gate Thonlopical 
Seminary, San Fr.mcisco (SBC) - 1973 

Elected Pres ident ,  Georgia Bapt is t  Convention - 1976 

Elected Pres iden t ,  Foreign Wasion Rosr? (SBC) - 1977 

Elected Second Vice P r ~ s i d e n t ,  Southern Bsp t i s t  Convention - 1978 

Family : Wife: Catolyn Shealy of Ocala, Florida.  Married August 2 ,  1953. 
Sons: W. Lee (7/2/59) and Bryan E. (1/30/60) 
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Biographical Sketch 
William L. Self 

Residence: 609 Old Ivy Rd. NZ Tel. (404) 237-8066 
Atlanta, Georgia 30342 

Off ice : 3626 Peachtree Ftd. NE Tel.  (404) 261-4220 
Atlanta, Georgia 30326 

Wieuca Road Baptist Church Statistics 

Nn~bership 1250 4700 
S:lt,day School Enrolment 1400 3050 (Avg. Attend, - 1500) 
kdge t  $220,000 $1,370,000 
Cooperattve Program Gifts 

to Southern Baptist 
Convention $19,564 $201,000 

Professional Staff 4 10 
Gtkcr hployess 15 80 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKJTTCH 

A. DOUGLAS WATTERSON, JR. 

I. 

If. 

111. 

IV. 

v. 

Vf. 

VIT. 

- 

BIOGRAPHICAL 

Born October 25, 1927 in Deeatur, Alabama (reared and schooled in 
Birmingham, Alabama). 

Married Janet Francine Woolwine (Jan) and has three children: 
Debra Lynn 05-04-56 
David Charles 12-30-57 
Sheri Jan 10-18-60 

EDUCATIONAL 

D. Mn., Southwestern Seminary; Fort Worth, Texas; December, 1976. 
D. D., Stetson University; Deland, Florida; May, 1971. 
B. D,, Th. M., Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; Louisville, Kentucky. 
University o f  Louisville, Kentucky through 33 hours of M.A. work. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

U. S. Navy 1945-1948 

PASTORATES 

First Baptist Church - Knoxville, Tennessee; 1978 - Present 
Cliff Temple Baptist Church - Dallas, Texas; 1971 - 1978 
First Baptist Church - Tallahassee, Florida; 1968 - 1971 
First Baptist Church - Veto Beach, Florida; 1964 - 1968 
First Baptist Church - Marianna, Florida; 1958 - 1964 
First: Baptist Church - West Point, Kentucky; 1954 - 1958 
Fellowship Baptist Church - Ettrick, Virginia; 1950 - 1954 

DENOMINATION& EXPERIENCES AND SERVICE 

First Vice President, Southern Baptist Convention, 1978 - 1979 
President, Florida Baptist Convention, 1969 - 1970 
Anauity Board Member, Southern Baptist Convention 
Member of The Christian Life Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention 
Wmber of the Florida Baptist State Board o f  Missions 
Chairman of the Expeneioa Committee of the Florida Baptist Convention 
Member of the Nominating Committee for the Florida Baptist Convention 
Chairman of the Committee on Cormnittees for the Florida Baptist Convention 
Chairman o f  the Committee on Camps for Florida Baptists 
Chairman of the Stetson Nominating Committee 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Baptist Bible Institute 
Member of the Human Welfare Commission of the Baptist General Convention of Texas 
Spiritual Emphasis Week Speaker to Baptist Campuses 
Frequent Bible Speaker for Ridgecrest and Glorieta Baptist Assemblies 
Speaker for Baptist Annual Convention, Evangelism Conferences, State Assemblies, 

and Pastor's Conferences 
Who'a Who Among Students, 1975 
Uho'e Who in Religion, 1976 - 1977 

AUTHOR 

Reach Out For Love - Convention Press. 1971 
FOREIGN SERVICE 

Preaching tour of Jamaica for Home Mi~sion Board 
Mission Tour of South America, Central America 
p e  toured Europe, Scandanavia, Ruseia, the Orient, Middle East, and South Pacific 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

ROBERT ERNEST NAYLOR 

President Emeritus, Southweetern Baptis t  Theological Seminary, d n c e  1978 

President,  1958 - 78 

Chairman, board of t rus tees ,  55 - 58 

PASTORATES : 

F i r s t  Bapt is t ,  Nashville, Arkansas 32 - 35 
Fi r s t  Baptist ,  Malvern, Arkansas 35 - 37 
FLrst Bapt ir t ,  Arkadelphio, Arkansas 37 - 44 
Fi r s t  Bapt is t ,  Enid, Oklahoma 44 - 47 
F i r s t  Baptist ,  Columbia, South Carolina 47 -52 
Travis Avenue Baptist ,  Fort Worth, Texas 52 - 58 

EDUCATION : 

BA, East Central Okla. Sta t e  Teachers College, Ada, Okla. 1928 
ThM, Southwestern Baptis t  Theological Seminary 1932 
Doctor of Divinity (honorary, Ouachita Baptis t  University, 1941 
Doctor of Laws (honorary), Texas Christian University, 1965 

FAMILY /PERSONAL : 

Born Jan. 24, 1909 i n  Hartshorne, Okln. 

married t o  former Goldia Geneva Dalton 

3 children: Rebekah, medical missionary with SBC Foreign Miasion Board, Bangalore, India 
Richard, lawyer i n  Pecos, Texas 
Robert, with DuPont Corp. Wilmington, Delaware 

l i s t e d  i n  Who's Who i n  America, Who's Who i n  South and Southwest, Who's Who i n  
American Education 

has been honored as Distinguished Alumnus of SWBTS 

traveled throughout world; written several  books and a r t i c l e s  



SHUTTLE SCUTTLE--This was the scene at Rice Stadium Tuesday morning as messemera 
+ sought traneportation to the Southern Baptist Convention meeting at the Sumnit. Messengers 
were not allowed to drive cars to the Sumit for the day time sessions, ao some 70 
b y e s  tan on four main routes and three feeder routes in an effort to combat the 
transportation problem. Photo by Jay Durham 



Biographical Sketch 

Charles E. Pr ice 

Born October 4, 1917 i n  Barbour County, Alabama. 

Educated i n  Barbour County school system and Auburn University i n  Alabama--graduated i n  
19 39. 

Employed by Westinghouse Elec t r ic  Corporation i n  1940. Has l ived i n  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
since 1961. Entire career  has been i n  appatbtus rapa i r  and f i e l d  engineering service. 

In 1966 he received t he  highest honor h i s  Corporation bestows on its employees, the Weating- 
house Order of Merit. 

In  April  1972 he was elected a Vice President of the Corporation. 

Ed and h i s  wife, Nary, have been ac t ive  i n  Southern Baptis t  l i f e  since the  ea r ly  
days of t h e i r  marriage. 

They have been members of Second Ponce de Leon i n  Atlanta and F i r s t  Bapt is t  of Birmingham. 
They returned t o  Atlanta and Second Ponce de Leon i n  time t o  par t ic ipa te  i n  founding 
Wieuca Road Baptis t  i n  Atlanta. 

~ m m e d i a t e l ~  upon a r r i va l  i n  Pittsburgh, they joined the Pittsburgh Baptis t  Church and 
act ively part ic ipated i n  the expansion of Southern Baptis t  work i n  Pennsylvar.ia. They 
have part ic ipated i n  establ ishing new missions, new churches, asaociations, a s t a t e  
fellowship and a s t a t e  convention. 

Ed served a s  President of the  Pennsylvania-South Jersey Convention during the f i r s t  two 
years. He now serves on the Pennsylvania-South Jersey Executive Board. Re has 
continued t o  make a contribution t o  Southern Baptis t  l i f e  by serving on various committees 
such an the Direction 81 Committee of the Brotherhood Commission. 

Ue now cha i r s  a connuittee of laymen working with the Executive Committee of the  S.B.C. 
t o  euggest ways and means t o  involve executive and professional men i n  support of Bold 
Mission Thrust and par t icu la r ly  the Mssion Service Corps. 

Hie wife, Mary, has had the honor of nerving a s  Prestdent of Woman's Missionary Union of 
Ohio (while Western Pennsylvania was a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  the  Ohio S ta te  Convention) and 
President of Woman'e Missionary Union of the  new Pennsylvania-South Jersey Convention. 

They both continue t o  help plant  new churches i n  Pennsylvania and presently work with a 
mission of their  church, Lakeside Baptis t ,  near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. They a r e  ac t ive  
i n  l oca l  church and association work. 

They have two children--a sou, Charles, l i v e s  i n  Charlotte,  North Carolina; and a daughter 
Kathi, l i vee  i n  Tallahassee, Florida. 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Tuesday Morning Resolutions 

HOUSTON, June 12--Messengers to the 122nd meeting of  the Scuthern Baptist Convention 
were asked here Tuesday morning to take action on 17 separate resalutions during their 
first business ssseion. 

The far-rangirq statements, tc be considered by the convention's Resolutions Committee, 
include the proposed taxation of religious schools, the future of public education, 
abortion, television broadcasting, world hunger, peacemaking, energy, alc@holism, and 
child abuse. 

Another resolution, calling on the conventicn to zv~id political power plays in the 
election of officers, was an obvious reference t~ a series o f  well-publicized meetines 
prior to the Houston convention in which conservatives have pushed for the elccticn of 
a new president committed to the "inerrancy" of the Bible. 

Two other resolutions an the subject of the Bible were also presented. 

Three separate statements decriec! R proposed Internal Revenue Service rule which would 
strip tax exemption from private schools, including religious schools, which fail to 
prove annually that they are racially nondiscriminatory. 

Three pastors, W, Wayne Allen of Memphis, Tenn., Wayne W. Oeffler of Tampa, Fl i l . ,  and 
hrty R. Smith of Deer Park, Texas, asked messengers to go on record prctestinz the 
proposed procedure. 

The controversial ruling has been the subject of lensthy hearings by the IRS and by 
con&ressional heari~s. The denomination's Washington, D. C.-based Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs has repeatedly opposed the ruling as a violation o f  the 
separation of church a d  atate, while the SBC Christian L i f e  Conmission favors it as a 
legitimate method of eliminating racism. 

A separate resolution aimed at resolvine the conflict between the two a~encies by 
putting the convention on record as opposed both to racism and to the denial of the 
principle of separation of church and state, tms presented by Glen 8. Stassen, on ethics 
professor at Southern Baptist Theological Seminery, Louisville, Ky. 

Another resolution asked the messengers to axpress new support for public educaticn by 
declariw that although "the American public school system is ncw facine its most serious 
crisis,"Iiaptists shoulrl "become more involved in shaping and supporting public schools.'' 

The series of education-rclated resolutions indicates an area of crowing ccncern among 
many members o f  the dencmfnatian, sme calling far the establishment of church schools 
by local congregations, with others ureing instead e new commitment to the public school 
system. 

On abortion, Gary Tebbets, a staff member o f  a Kansas City, Mo., church asked messengers 
to record their support Ecr a constitutional auendnent or other legislation which would 
reverse the effect  of the 1973 Supreme Court rulings strikiw down abortion statutes 
in most state#. 

Tebbets, who has become a fixture at meetings of the resolutions committee in recent 
years, i s  apparently unsatisfied with repeated convention statements expresaiw commitment 
to the sanctity of all human life, includim fetuses. 

The proposed resolution on television expresses opposition to leaislation currently 
being debated in Congress which would eliminate thc "public interest'? provision as part 
of an overall rewrite of the Communications Act of 1934. 

*It 3 7 5  
Southern Baptist Conv ntion, Houston, Jun 12-14,1979 



Pnge 2--Tuesday :4orning Resolutions 

Rrtlph JI. L a n ~ l e y ,  pas tor  o f  rIoustnnls Willow Yeadows Bap t i s t  Church, c a l l e d  on the  
convention t o  recoqnize t h a t  hunger k i l l s  morc hwnans annually than a l l  the  vic t ims of 
Hirosl~lsla, Nagasaki, ond ~ l i t l e r ' s  death cmpus combined. As n r e s u l t ,  h i s  r eso lu t ion  
declares ,  Southern Bap t i s t s  shculd express "stronq support:' f o r  increased expenditures by 
the Government f o r  overseas development ass i s t ance  proframs and should seek tn  conbat 
world hune,er thrnuqh t h e i r  v i s s i o n s  progr..ms. 

On the sub jec t  o f  peacemaking, mcssenqer Earl J, Calvert  of Basset,  Va,, nsked the  
convention tn  suDport passage cf the  SALT t r e a t y  with the  Soviet  Union. President 
Carter is scheduled t o  siqn the  t r e a t y  next week i n  Vienna but  the TJ. S .  Senate is embroiled 
i n  a b i t t e r  debate on the  pact. 

The reso lu t ion  on energy, presented by Chevis Forne of FIar t insvi l le ,  forner president  
of the  Bap t ie t  General Association of Virginia ,  c a l l s  on Southern S z p t i s t s  'kta p r a c t i c e  s 
s t r ingen t  consemstion" and asks  u t i l i t y  companies end governmeat u n i t s  t o  permit construct ion 
of new nuclear pawer plent "only when the  ea fe ty  of t h e i r  operat ion and waste disposal  
processes can be assured." 

I n  another rosolutl.nn r e f e r r i n g  t o  the  near dis.sster e a r l i e r  t h i s  yeer a t  the Three 
F i l e  Is land nuclear power p l a n t  i n  Pennsylvania, C. IT. Pnt terson,  Sr . ,  a l ey  menber of 
a Greenville,  S, C., church, asked the convention to note  thn t  what he  called "alcohol 
exposure" i s  more deadly than nuclear  accidents.  

On the  subject  of c h l l d  abuse, messenzer Nyndell Jones of Alnhwc u r ~ e d  the convention 
t o  endorse ' any r a t i o n a l  l e g i a l a t l o n '  designed ro p ro tec t  chi ldren from var ious  fo rns  
of abuse. A t  t he  same time, the  reso lu t ion  asked msssenzers t o  oppose "any orranized 
movement o r  l eg i s la t ion"  whfch wculd "'r~novrz from parents  au thor i ty  t o  d i s c i p l i n e  t h e i r  
chi ldren.  " 

All the  resolutions introduced t h i s  morning now go t o  tha convention's r s so lu t ions  
committee, which w i l l  debate the7 and repor t  back t o  t5e  messengers its views on t h e i r  
d isposi t ion.  

By Stan Hnatey--l:30 n,m., Tuesday. 



Tuesday 

Charles Colson, 8 p.m. (or a t  conclusion of evening business) 

Wednesday 

New SBC President, 9 a.m. 

Billy Graham, 10:30 a.m. 

Thursday 

Porter Routh, retiring executive secretary-treasurer, 
SBC Executive Committee, and Harold Bennett, executive 
secretary-treaeurer-elect, 9 a.ml 

Georgi Vins (and wife ~adezhda"and daughter, Natalya) 2 :30 p.m. 
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HOUSTON, June 12--BeEus~ t o  be divided and conquared was t he  inpassiowz3 plea  of 
outgoing Southern Bapt is t  Convention Pres ident  Jiixny 2. Allen i n  h i s  swan-song speech 
t o  messengers t o  t h e  122nd Southern Bapt is t  Convantion he r s  Tuesday. 

"As I perceive i t ,  we a r c  being presser1 by goad and s ince re  people r i q h t  now t:, a l t e r  
our asendn from Bold Xiasion Thrust,': he declarch,  "We n u s t  rasist t h a t  temntation." 

Allen, who steps down as pres ident  of t h e  13.2 n i l l i o n  me-bcr SBC--the l a r g e s t  
p ro tes tan t  denonination f n  Laerica--~hen messangers e l e c t  s new lo,adzr i n  t h e  S u m i t  
t h i s  week, was soneti~cs eloquent, sometines bombastic i n  the  annual p res iden t ' s  sddress. 

He was sanctioned by aop1aus.s th ree  tiacs--once durin8 an in t roduc t ion ,  once about 
midway through h i s  speech and, f i n a l l y ,  a t  t h e  end. 

Allen, who closos  out  h i a  p r 3 s i d e n t i s l  tenure  a f t e r  two one-ycar t e n s ,  also i l l i c i t e d  
a small  chorus of cheers  f r o n  s e v e r a l  qore exuberant mssengdrs  when he bellowed that 
God has charged Southern S a j t i s t s  with Bold Mission Thrust. 

Bold Mission Thrust is t h e  naw of 3 plan by t h e  Convention t o  p ro jec t  t h e  Gmvel of 
Jesus Chris t  t o  t h a  world by t h e  year 2003. 

Before s tepping t o  the  podim t o  lower the c u r t a i n  on his two-year presidency, the  
na t ive  Texan s t ruck  a poignant ~ r o f i l e  aga ins t  the nxpansive c e i l i n g  of t h e  S u m i t  3s 
he lowered h i s  head i n  prayer. 

And when messengers stood an3 wildly apolaudod h i s  in t roduct ion,  Allen pe r iod ica l ly  
spongad h ie  eyes with a handkerchief. 

Behind the podiua, Allen was a changed man. I 
"We must remain a Bible-believing, Bible-sharing, Bible-obeying people c o m i t t e d  t o  

t h e  Lordship o f , C h r i s t , "  t h e  pastor of F i r s t  Baot ie t  Church, San Antonio, boomed. 

ihssengers  reacted with hear ty  qpplausa. I 
"The Bible says ,  'Go ye i n t o  a l l  the world and nreach the g3spel t o  every c rea tu re , "  

Allen reminded inzseangers. 

Allen se lec tcd  f o r  h i s  powerful speach the r l t l a  of ''5012 ?fission Thrust: While It 
IS Y e t  Day." 

"In His Amazinq Grace, K& has  c h o s ~ n  us...you...,md ynu...nnd you...snd rnz...to be 
H i s  condui ts  of transforming nower," Allen preschcc! t q  sporadic  ye l l ing .  

"The wonder of it a l l !  VJe ar2 still ,  th.~nlc God, a novewnt  o f  t h e  ~ e o p l ~ . ' ~  I 
fi l lan s t r e s s e d  ha s t i l l  considers  Southern R s p t i s t s  Sod's oickec! pcoplo t o  evanplelize 

the  world, but only i f  they 3ainta iz l  a "comnitnent t , s  p r i o r i t i e s , "  

He cautioned nsssengers a s s i n s t  s t r ay ing  i n t o  a nsz2 o f  a r ~ u a o n t  o v a  b i b l i c a l  
orthodoxy ins tead  of s t i c k i n g  t o  3old X s s i n n  Thrust. 

"Bold ;iisslan Thrust  i s  t h e  occasion f o r  us  t o  break ou t  ?f t he  p a s t  patterns of 
par t - t ine  commitment i n t o  3 new i n t e n s i t y  of nissisns, ' hc ssld.  "We are qoing t c  
experiance tonorrow night i n  t h e  Astradms n uniquz of c m i t a e n t ,  A record number 
o f  l i v e s  have been la i r l  on t h e  l int? by younq and nld i n  our Southern Baptist fa;~I ly .  
Think of i t ,  1.109 persons giving t h e i r  liv.ves...froa a year t o  a l i fa t i tne . . . in  mission 
service .  '' 

.. i . . .r ..; -more- WJ- 375 
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According t o  Allen, the  key t o  whether the v i s ion  of Bold Mission Thrust aerrmws 
the focus o f  r e a l i t y  Lies i n  the  fact t h a t  "time is running out." 

"The night cometh," Allen admrriahed repeatedly. 

The spectre  of the  coming night manifest8 i t s e l f  i n  what he termed darknears ln  t h e  
world. Be described t h i s  phenomenon as the  "maliglrant darkneae of sin." 

"The curse of darkness meets its match i n  Jesus Chris t ,  who is working 'while i t  
i e  yet  day, f o r  night  cometh, "' he said triumphantly. 

"The call  to  ue is not f o r  paqic react ion.  We are not  t o  be paralyzed by fear .  
We a r e  not t o  be hyped up by a r t i f i c i a l  s p i r i t u a l  adrenalin.  We a r e  t o  deal with life 
one moment at  a time. No time should be l o s t .  No energy ehould be wasted. No task f o r  
Gad should be  postponed. He c a l l a  us to  j o in  H i m  i n  harvest,  i n  awakening, i n  W!V~VB~,  
i n  miasion. Night camsth. But I t ' s  not here yet. Let us claim Hie p m r  and victory... 
while i t  le yet day." 

By Larry Criaman--12:50 p.m., Tuesday 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Roundup f o r  Wednesday ams 

HOUSTON, June 12--Charles W. Colsnn, one time special  counsel t o  former President 
Richard Nixon and, a prominent f igure  i n  the Watergate scandal, loosened the plug on the 
electronic  church and cautioned against a "s ta rs  and s t r ipes"  Chr i s t ian i ty  here Tuesday 
night before u r ~ i n g  Southern Baptis ts  t o  hold out a cup of cold water i n  the  name of Christ  
t o  the t h i r s t y .  

"Some i n  the f a s t  growin:; e lectronic  church today a r e  trying t o  package the Gospel 
l i k e  soap," Colson to ld  the 13,000 messenAers t c  the 122nd annual meeting of the Southern 
Baptist  Convention. "What comes out is  not the  cross but a g l ib ,  sentimental pietism, a 
prosperous, posi t ive t h ink iw  Johnny Carson who l i ve s  happily pver af te r . "  

While acknowledging many good church services  cn te levis ion benefi t  shut-ins and reach 
out t o  the unsaved, Colson urged the Southern Baptists t o   void the headlong rush for media 
manipulation--telling people about e t e rn i t y  i n  20 seconds--and t o  speak prophetically 
against excesses, perversions of the Gospel and againat exploi tat ion and manipulation. 

"The only way i n  which the  Chris t ian body can be strengthened is  through a strengthened 
church ,I1 Coloon contended. "~ccountab i l i ty ,  fellowship, teaching and discipleship a r e  
impossible on a 21-inch screen. Television must never become a subs t i t u t e  f o r  the Local 
church. " 

Sweet sounding choruses of God and country cl iches a ren ' t  the answer e i t he r ,  colsbn 
continued. 

"wrappiq the s t a r s  and s t r i p e s  around the cross of Jesus Christ  could be a s  disastrous 
t o  Americans as the  s t a t e  church was t o  Europe." 

,Cheap grace and the born again fad also drew sharp c r i t i c i sm from Colson, an 
Episcopalian turned Southern Baptis t  who has turned his energies t o  a nat ional  prison 
fellowship program since h i s  Chris t ian conversion i n  prison almost f i v e  years ago. 

Before launching h i s  a t t a ck  on the multiple t h r ea t s  to Chxistianlty, Colsdn described 
f o r  the messengers the  progress he is making i n  bringing men and women out of prison f c r  
discipleship t raining and sending them back "to be ambarsadors fo r  Chris t  inside." 

llore than 250 inmates have completed t h i s  d i s c ip l i r q  program, Colson recalled. 

"Today i n  prisons a l l  across America a r e  ~ rowinz  Chris t ian fellowships. The ministry 
has broadened so tha t  now, we are taking teaching trams ins ide  prisons for  week-long 
seminars for  inmates and community volunteers a t  the r a t e  of two seminars per week," 

Encouraging the  Baptis ts  t o  t a l k  about s i n  i n  honest and unmistakable tern89 COlson 
deplored "the cheap grace which sweeps through our churches today. 

" ( I t )  breeds other heresies ,  l i k e  the s impl i s t ic  notion tha t  one acceptins Christ  is  
on easy s t r e e t ,  t ha t  God w i l l  shower a l l  manner of blessings and peace and joy on him.. .I' 

Ironical ly ,  cheap grace blossomed d u r i w  the year of the e v a ~ q e l i c a l s  when the phrase 
"born again" was bannered across the  covers of nat ional  magazines and became fashionable 
conversation, Colson recal led.  

"Everytime I picked up o newspaper, something e l s e  o r  emeone e l s e  was being born 
again, from antique cars  t o  hosteaees at  Washington par t ies ,  t o  foo tba l l  teams coming out 
of slumps. X expected at  any time t o  walk in to  a s t o r e  and see 'Born Again' perfume next 
t o  'My Sin'." 

Pointing t o  a George Gallup survey showing church attendance up and morality down, 
Colson said the only conceivable explanation he could reach was tha t  the  church suffered 

-more- 
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from a po ten t ia l ly  f a t a l  case of supe r f i c i a l  grace and easy believism. 

The f i r s t  and most important s t ep  of the  Christian l i f e  i e  to understand the cross ,  
t o  be preparad t o  pay the cost and then enlist for the  duration, Colson declared, 

"We Chr i r t i am a r e  cal led t o  live as a tcsponsible loving community with the  power of 
Yeeue Christ healing and reconciling differances. Learning t o  build and l ive  as par t  of 
tha t  kind of community is a s t ep  i n  Chris t ian growth. 

"Thouah everything about our society tells t he  individual tha t  he is t o  win through 
intimidation, look out f o r  himself, and g ra t i f y  every d e s i r r  deep i n  his  hear t ,  the 
al ienat ion he feels wrenchas his s p i r i t  and he hungers f o r  the  t rue  commu~ty.  

"If our churches a r e  loving and caring copnrmaities, the  people w i l l  flock in to  them. 
If we authent ical ly  reprerent t he  kind of wrld God intended t h i s  t o  be, t he  hungry and 
lonely massee will overflow our oanctuaries ," Colson said. 

In an opening business session, messengers asked t he  convention t o  fake stands on a 
wide range of iaaues, including inerrancy of the  Bible, abortion, tax exempt s t a tu s  of 
church-related achoole, ordinat ion of women, separation of church and s t a t a ,  and oba r rva t iw  
of family day. 

-30- 
By Roy Jenniags--12:45 p.m. Tuesday. 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Tuesday tbrning Business 

HOUSTK?, Yuns 12--Southern Bapt is t  Convention messengers re jected ~1 proposed conr t i -  
t u t i o n a l  amendment Tuesday which would p roh ib i t  the  two misrion boards from appointin2 
ordained w e n  ns missionaries.  

Gkne Anglln, pastor  o f  the llreaorial Bapt i s t  Church i n  Lubbock, Texas, brought 
the  con t rwarsZa l  quest ion deal ing with the  ordinat ion of warnen t o  the  f l o c r  i n  the  opening 
round of the  122nd convention of Southern Bapt is ts .  

A r a l i e b l e  sourca said the  motion was k i l l e d  when i t  f a i l e d  to  receive the  two-thirds 
majority required t o  diecuss  the  question of mendinp, the convention's cons t l t u t i o n .  

The motion read: 

" A l l  nppointments, endorsements, e t c . ,  which come from the conventirrn boards w i l l  
not  recoenlze the  o rd ina t ion  o f  women as beiny, s c r i p t u r a l  t r u t h  held by Baptists." 

!l'he propaeed amendment followed on t h e  hee l s  of a two-day meeting of t h e  IJouan'a 
Mssionary Union, stressing the  growing r o l e  bein& played by Southern Baptist wgmen. 

Other motions prusented, vhich w i l l  be scheduled by the  order  of business c o r n i t t e e  
for discussion at  a later t i n e  during rho three-day convention included: 

--A not ion  by J e r r y  Don fhernathy, pastor of the Irmisnuel Bap t i s t  Church i n  Tulsa, 
Okla., t h a t  the boards of t r u s t e e s  of every convention bawd, comiss ion ,  c o d t t e e  and 
agency make a study of their re t i rement  policies. 

The studies would be conducted i n  consul ta t ion with the  convention's Annuity Board, 
Abernathy said, f o r  the  purpose o f  uovins i n t o  a uniform and adequate retirement program 
f o r  a l l  convention agencies. Be asked t h a t  the  repor t  be presented t o  the 1930 convention 
i n  St.  Louis. 

--A motion asking the nelsengers to  reaffirm the  1963 Bapt i s t  Fa i th  and Messa~,e 
Sta teaent  on the  Scr ip tu res  by Wayne Dehoney, pasPJr cf the  Walnut S t r e e t  Baotiot  Church 
i n  LouievSlle, Ky. 

Deh~ney sa id  the  statement was adapted "to serve as w i d e l i n e s "  t o  t h e  var ious  
a ~ e n c i e s  of the  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention. It s t a t e s :  

"The Boly Blblr was w r i t t e n  by men divinely  inspired and i s  the  record o f  Cod's 
reve la t ion  of Himaelf t o  nan. It is a per fec t  t r easure  of d iv ine  ine t ruc t ion .  It has 
God for its author,  galvat ion f o r  its end, and t r u t h  without any mixture of e r r o r  f o r  i ts  
matter." 

--A motion by Owen Cooper, a layman from the  F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church o f  Ynzoo Clty,  
lliss., and a fortner convention pres ident ,  asking t h a t  the  Chris t ian L i f e  Ccmirs ion  be 
rsqueared to  e s t a b l i s h  s coneorrium of reli.;ious bodies t o  f o m  a nat ional  cormpittee for 
the  evaluation and labe l ing  of  t e l e v i s i o n  prograns. 

He @aid the c o d t t e e  would look a t  television--and possibly o the r  entertainment 
media programs--in regards to "violence, crime, sexual aberra t ions ,  vu lgar i ty  and such 
personally and a c c i a l l y  h a d u l  p rac t i ces  as the  consunation o f  beverage a lcohol ,  smoking 
and drug uee. " 

Under the  motion, the  cnmniesion would br ing a repor t  t o  the  1980 convention 
concerninq the  consortium, 
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Nor Mvision 
By Bracey Cmpbell 

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)--Southern Bapt is t  Convention President Y i m y  Allen ca l led  on 
Woman's bffssiowry mion members t o  un i te  i n  proyar t ha t  threatened divis ions would not 
ep l in te r  the  nation's l a rges t  eva r - e l i c a l  group. 

Pulling the cur ta in  on the  91st meetinc o f  the W,lU, ALlen spoke d i r ec t l y  of the 
possible problems that w i l l  confront the convention over the Srrue o f  b ib l i ca l  inerrancy. 

"Saran l a  seeking t o  negate and s top the opportunity tha t  God ha$ given t o  us t a  
share the  gospel wtth the world by the year 2000," said Pllzn, who i e  etepping &oton a f t e r  
two yeare as the top elected o f f i c i a l  i n  the SBC. 

" X f  y3u have wer preyed f o r  anyone or anything, X c a l l  an you now ta pray tha t  we 
a s  Southern Baptist8 can r e t a in  the pr ivi lege God has ~ i v e n  us." 

The San Antonio, Texas, pastor said the temptations for  0apt i s t s  are divis ion,  anger 
and t o  b e c m  aubroiled i n  the emotions of the hour. "But the challenge fo r  a l l  of us is 
not ro abandon the moment that God has given us. We cannot ignore the outetretched hands 
tha t  can be eeen around the world ." 

Allen's mesliap ended two days of sessions fo r  about 2,309 part ic lpant5 fmm across 
the convention with an emphasis on miaeiona and the  increasing to le  of women i n  Southern 
Raptist  l i f e .  

Carolyn Neafherf ord, executive d i rec tor  o f  the Bimdngham-based W,m, sa id  t'na 
organizafion i r  and always has been a missions strategy. 

''%me folka want us t o  be the  wanen's lib mvement in Southern BRpEist churchem. 
Others think we already are. Sonct want us t o  be the PTA of the church, doing all tb nice 
helpful things rhut r m r b ~ d y  ought t o  do around the church. 

"I b e l l w e  i t  is essen t ia l  t ha t  we corn i t  ourselves t o  being a aiersions education 
o r~an ixa t f an ,  aot only through the materials,  but i n  every meeting that is held acrosr 
the convention. " 

tUea Weatherford said that i t  was always easier for  wrxPen t o  gather and disicu$s 
fashions o r  a dorm other  feminiw subjects.  "In our noblest highest hour, we teach mia- 
miom, thus helping the  church t a  carry out  i ts missiana task." 

Anne Davis. o professor i n  social work education a t  Southern Bapcist Theological 
S e i a a r y ,  h u i s v i l l e ,  Ky . , ca l led  on the SBC, t o  take s t eps  ts make young women aware of 
the  d i f f i c u l t i ~  facina them i f  they answer God's c a l l  to  enter  denomimltioaol work. 

She satd thar too many youn5 women a r r i ve  a t  Baptist seminaries thinking a deeree 
w i l l  guarantee them a place i n  denoninstianal l i f e .  

"Our d ~ m i w t i o n  i n  its l i t e r a t u r e  a d  through other  pmcasses m a t  begin eatliar 
to  acquaint ywng women callad o f  fhd to  what m y  be i n  e tnre  f o r  them i f  they aasuer tha t  
c a l l .  "' 

Wso Davis arald i t  is more d i f f i c u l t  fox a woman to  purrue a denominational wreer 
today than 20 years ago, 

Laura Fry, wnen's evangelisn cozsulennt f o r  the h e  MLssion Board i n  Atlanta, #aid 
some women a#d t o  become nore conacioue of the role they con assume i n  Southern Wptgst  
l i f e ,  T o  afren, women a r e  ruled out of jobs just  because they have always been occupied 
by a mu, rhr- contended. 

emre- 
SsChk 375  
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"Just the  suggestion t h a t  it could be f i l l e d  by a womn of ten opens doors," ehe 
said .  

The gathering of WMU members was r e p l e t e  with b i b l i c a l  dramatizations,  interviews 
with pastors  and missionaries and br ie f  messages describing the life-changing r e s u l t s  t h a t  
had come through associat ion with the  woman's organization. 

Mrs. A. Harrison Gregory of Danville, Va., and Mrs. William E l l i s  of Shelbyville,  
Ky., were e lected t o  t h e i r  f i f t h  one-year terms as WMU :resident and recording secretary,  
respeet lvaly.  
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Wrapup 
Pastors  Urged 
To Purge 'Liberals ' 

By J i m  Newton and Charlie Warren 

Raptist Press  

HOUSTON, Texas (BE')--Pounding the  p u l p i t s  and waving t h e i r  Bibles f o r  emphnsir, a 
para.:@ of preachers urged 8,000 persons a t tending the  two-day Southern Bapt is t  Pastors '  
Conference here t o  lead out i n  purgtng Bapt is t  seminaries and col leges  of "Liberalism" 
and recommitting the  Southern Bapt is t  Convention t o  the  be l ie f  t h a t  tne  Bible is  the  
i n f a l l i b l e ,  ine r ran t  word of God. 

I n  the  opening address,  Adrian Rogers, pastor  of Bellevue Bapt is t  Church, Memphis, 
expressed f e a r  t h a t  l ibe ra l i sm was taking over Bapt is t  col leges ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and semi- 
nar ies .  He a l s o  attacked Bapt is t  pabl icot ions  f o r  t h e i r  support of seminaries and 
denominational a g e n c i e ~ .  

Rogers argued that: every Bapt is t  church with an excel lent  t rack record i n  annual 
b a p t i s m  is "a conservative,  Bible-believing church with a pastor who "believes i n  the 
iner ran t  (without e r r o r ) ,  i n f a l l i b l e  word of God." 

Lashing out a t  l ibe ra l i sm i n  the  SBC, Rogers clained tha t  "if those l i b e r a l s  w i l l  
ever come t o  the  c ross  of Chria t ,  a l l  heaven w i l l  break loose." 

Moments a f t e r  Rogers spolte, W. A, Criswell ,  pastor  of the  20,000-member F i r s t  
Bapt is t  Church i n  Dallas, en thus ias t i ca l ly  endorsed Rogers a s  a candidate f o r  the  presi -  
dency of t h e  13.2 mil l ion member SBC. 

"We w i l l  have a great  time here  if f o r  no other  reason than t o  e l e c t  Adrian Rogers 
as  president of the  Southern Bapt is t  Canvention," C r i s w c l l  t o ld  the  applauding pastors  
in  the  Houston Coliseum. 

Although there was no connection between the  two e lec t ions ,  the  pastors  l a t e r  
e lected James T. Draper, pastor  of F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church i n  Euless, Texas, as t h e i r  con- 
ference president .  Draper once served under Criswell  as assoc ia te  pastor  of F i r s t  
Bapt is t  Church, Dallas. 

A Texas Bapt is t  evangel is t ,  James Robison of Hurst, devoted most of h i s  opening 
night address t o  an a t t ack  on l ibe ra l i sm i n  t h e  denomination. 

If Southern Bapt is ts  t o l e r a t e  l ibe ra l i sm i n  the  convention, ''we w i l l  be g u i l t y  of 
the  death" of the  convention, Ebbison charged. 

"We must e l c c t  a president (of the  SBC) not  only dedicated t o  tho inerrancy of the  
word of God, but who w i l l  stand t o  remove any seminary president who doesn't bel ieve i n  
the  ine r ran t  word of God," Robison said. 

Robison questioned how nany seminary graduates have a zeal  f o r  winning people t o  
Christ .  "There a r e  some," he noted, "but i t ' s  i n  s p i t e  of and not because of our i n s t i -  
tu t ions  ,I1 he claimed. 

He decried Bapt is t  publ icat ions  f o r  e d i t o r i a l l y  a t tacking Harold Lindsel l ,  e d i t o r  
emeritus of Chr i s t i an i ty  Today and president of the  independent Bapt is t  Fai th  and Message 
Fellowship who said i t  would be a small p r i c e  t o  pay i f  500,000 l i b e r a l s  l e f t  the  SBC. 

Robison argued t h a t  "without the  Bible, you have no masaage...no evangelism ... no 
mission. . . k d  i t  does matter vhich Bible you believe. " 

Although c r i t i c i s m  of l ibe ra l i sm and pleas  f o r  inerrancy of the  Bible grabbed the  
headlines dutiag t h e  pastors '  conference, maay of the sermons emphasized t h e  need f o r  
strong preaching and f o r  pastors  t o  grapple with problems i n  the  ministry. 
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William Ricket ts ,  pas to r  of P r i c e  Avenue Bap t i s t  Church i n  Athens, Ga., observed t h a t  
some pas to r s  a r e  defeated and discouraged and f e e l  t h a t  i f  they could j u s t  go t o  some o the r  
church as pastor ,  everything would be a l l  r ight .  

"A l o t  of time i n  the  p u l p i t ,  we (pas tors)  are l i k e  sounding b rass  and t i n k l i n g  
cymbals because we don ' t  r e a l l y  be l i eve  what we a r e  preaching, and don't  r e a l l y  p r a c t i c e  
i t  i n  our l i v e s , "  R icke t t s  sa id .  

J i m  Henry, pas to r  of F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church i n  Orlando, Fla. ,  a t t r i b u t e d  a dec l ine  i n  
baptisms within  the  SBC t o  the  l a c k  o f  s t rong  pas to ra l  leadership .  

Preachinn on the  p a s t o r ' s  r o l e  a s  shepherd, Henry quipped, "Some churches want l a p  
dogs, some want yap dogs, and some want l e a d  dogs. God has ca l l ed  us a s  lead shepherds 
and you w i l l  f i nd ,  nea r ly  without exception,  t h a t  the  churches t h a t  a r e  doing business  wi th  
God a r e  marked with s t rong  p a s t o r a l  shepherds.'' 

Another speaker, Clark G. Hutchinson, p a s t o r  of Eastside Bapt i s t  Church i n  Marie t ta ,  
Ga., pointed ou t  t h a t  the  churches t h a t  a r e  winning the  world t o  Chris t  a r e  the ones t h a t  
a r e  "grounded on the  word (of Gcd) and con t ro l l ed  by the  S p i r i t . "  

James A.  Ponder o f  Jacksonvi l le ,  d i r e c t o r  of evangelism f o r  t h e  F lo r ida  Bap t i s t  
Conventicn, cantended t h a t  many p a s t o r s  have l o s t  the  c u t t i n g  edge of t h e i r  min i s t ry ,  and 
urged the  pas to r s  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e i r  e f fec t iveness  by confessing t h e i r  f a i l u r e s .  

Ralph Stone, pas to r  of North Jacksonv i l l e  Bapt is t  Church i n  JacksonvilLe, encouraged 
pas to r s  t o  have a p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  and t o  f a c e  every problem "as nn opportuni ty  f o r  God 
t o  show h i s  greatness." 

Another Flor ida  pas to r ,  Bobby Welch of F i r s t  Bep t i s t  Church i n  Daytona Beach, urged 
the  pas to r s  t o  g e t  exci ted  about the  person of Jesus ,  t h e  program of Jesus ,  and the  power 
of Jesus.  

k? Alabama pas to r ,  J i m y  Jackson of Huntsvi l le ,  cautioned the  pas to r s  aga ins t  com- 
mi t t ing  "the s i n  of quenchicg the Holy S p i r i t , "  adding t h a t  "most of us  a r e  g u i l t y  of i t  
r i g h t  now." 

The pas to r s '  conference closed with a s t i r r i n g  sernon on the  g lo ry  of God by J e r r y  
Vines, pas to r  o f  Dauphin Way Bap t i s t  Church i n  Mobile, Ala., and a p a t r i o t i c  appeal by 
Charles F. Stanley, pas to r  o f  F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church, At lanta .  

Warning t h a t  America is  headed down the  pat!+way toward socia l ism and humanism, Stanley 
charged t h a t  "we are about t o  l o s e  our republ ic ."  Pa r t  of the  blame, accordLng t o  Stanley,  
is l i b e r a l i s m  among t h e  na t ion ' s  churches. 

Stanley decr ied trends toward comunism and socia l ism i n  America, a t t a c k s  on t h e  
Anerlean home, gross  immorality and the  flood of pornography and drugs i n  America, a 
welfare  system " tha t  p r c m t e s  l a z i n e s s  and s lo th fu lness , "  and government red t ape  leading 
t o  the  Jemisa o f  the small  business i n  Anerica. 

I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of Draper a s  pres ident  of t h e  oraanizat ion,  the  Pastors '  
Conference alsc e lec ted  Larry Lewis, pas to r  of  Tower Grove Bapt is t  Church i n  S t .  Louis, 
as v i c e  pres ident ,  and James Mi l l e r ,  pas to r  of Ridglee West Bap t i s t  Church i n  For t  Worth, 
Texas, as secre tary- t reasurer .  

Wrapup 
Camvus Ministers 

Bapt i s t  Presa 
6/12/79 

Explore Issues  
By Linda Lawson 

HOUSTON, Texas (BP)--Southern Bapt is t  campus min i s t e r s  a r e  golng t o  be pressed t o  
account for  t h e i r  programs, methods and philosophies of s tudent  minis t ry ,  the newly-elected 
pres ident  of t h e  Association of Southern Bap t i s t  Campus Minis ters  s a i d  i n  t h e  c los ing  
seseion of t h e i r  two-day annual meeting he re ,  

Ron Brown, campus min i s t e r  i n  Roanoke, VA., s a i d  the challenge t o  accoun tab i l i ty  
has come because many a c t i v e  Bap t i s t  Student Union members a r e  not  continuing t h e i r  in- 
volvement i n  churches a f t e r  graduation.  

In  t h e i r  t h i r d  annual meeting, almost 100 members of the  a s soc ia t ion  explored the  
f u t u r e  impl icat ions  t o  campus min i s t ry  of n wide-ranging l i s t  of theological  i s sues .  
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In  th roe  p resen ta t ions ,  John Nrwport, v i c e  pres ident  of academic affa i rs  a t  South- 
western Bap t i s t  Theological  Seminary, For t  W ~ r t h , ~ ; ~ ~ ~ ,  addressed a v a r i e t y  of theological  

. i s sues  including moral i ty ,  b i b l i c a l  inerrancy and the a r t s  and media. 

H e  s a i d  he i s  h u r t  by c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  he docsn ' t  be l i eve  o r  teach t h e  Bible,  a f t e r  
g iving h i s  l i f e  t o  defending b i b l i c a l  t r u t h .  "People saying we're not  conservat ive  o r  don ' t  
be l i eve  the Bible i s  t h e  th ing I resent." 

"We could not allow anyone t o  teach a t  t h e  seminary who d i d n ' t  subscr ibe  t o  t he  
(statement o f )  Bap t i s t  F a i t h  and Message," Newport sa id .  "I don ' t  t h ink  I ' m  tcaching heresy 
and I don ' t  th ink our f a c u l t y  is." 

In  t h e  second of t h r e e  presenta t ions  t o  t h e  Association of Southern Bap t i s t  Canpus 
Minis ters ,  Newport predic ted t h a t  b i b l i c a l  inerrancy w i l l  be  a major i s s u e  among Southern 
Bap t i s t s  f o r  s e v e r a l  years  and, the re fo re ,  needs se r ious  a t t e n t i o n .  

Ha said inerrancy is a l cg i t imnte  issue but  c r i t i c i z e d  those  who inpose 20th century 
c ~ t ? - * ' : i ~ r ~ . :  such a s  t echn ica l  sc ience "on c book God ordained t o  be w r i t t e n  cen tu r i e s  ago. 
"I hApe we w i l l  al low t!~e Bible t o  lead us ,"  Newport sa id .  "It c o n s t i t u t e s  a powerful 
book t h a t  accomplishes God's purpose." 

Newport s a i d  t h a t  rhroughout histor:y b i b l i c a l  t r u t h  has been mis inrerprc ted both by 
people on t h e  l e f t  and t h e  r i g h t .  "The genius of Southern Bap t i s t s  i s  t h a t  we haven't been 
caught i n  e i t h e r  extreme ," he  said, 

He s a i d  the  ine t r sncy  debate cotlld raise important questions and have p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s  
i f  a l l  concerned would commft therr~elvos  t o  f a i r n e s s  and no t  bu l ld ing  up one group by 
t ea r ing  down another.  

"This i s  3 d i f f i c u l f  time," Newport sai6.. "We vnnt t o  meet t h e  need of our con- 
s t i tuency  without compromising otlr i n t e g r i t y . "  

Pres ident  Brotm s a i d  campus min i s t e r s  should answer the  challenge t o  accoun tab i l i ty  
by being change agents.  "we.are expected t o  be creative! and innovative in  our ministry," 
sa id  Brown, not ing t h a t  BSU has been tha  t e s t i n g  ground f o r  r e l a t i o n a l  Bible study and 
discussLons of issues such as i n t e g r a t i o n  and honosexuali ty,  

"The o the r  edge of file sword comes when some think we're too f a r  ahead," he sa id .  

Brown s a i d  campus min i s t e r s  should lead ou t  i n  opposing highly s impl i f i ed  answers t o  
camplex problems such as nuclear disarmament and ca re  o f  the e a r t h .  

"Rather than seeking easy mswers, part of our prophetic r o l e  i s  t o  give  time t o  
o f fe r ing  complex answers t o  conple ;~ problems," he sa id .  

Brown a l s o  urged t h e  min i s t e r s  t o  be  s u r e  t h e i r  methods a r e  cons i s t en t  wi th  t h e i r  
theology and to  con t inua l ly  evaluate  t h e i r  programs f o r  balance. "To emphasize one aspect  
of t h e  gospel t o  the neglect of t h e  o the r  i s  t o  promote a sub-Christian gospel," he sa id .  

Wendell Belew, d i r e c t o r  of t h e  missions m i n i s t r i e s  d iv i s ion  of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  
Home Mission Board, At lan ta ,  s a i d  Southern B a p t i s t s q  major f r o n t i e r  is  the theology of t h e  
church. 

"The awful t r u t h  is t h a t  Southern B a p t i s t s  nre  s i c k  a t  church," he ea id .  

B e l e w  predic ted t h a t  i f  Rapt is to  don ' t  deal with de f in ing  t h e  church t h a t  by t h e  end 
of t h e  century  the  g rea t  mission f i e l d s  m y  b e  i n  the  south and t h e  g rea t  sending f i e l d s  
may be t h e  newer convention t e r r i t o r i e s .  

I n  s p i r e  o f  t hese  problems, Belew c a l l e d  Southern E a p t i s t s  ' 'the g r e a t e s t  evangel ica l  
crowd i n  t h e  world, but  only because God has  given us  the  torch f o r  awhile.'' 

In add i t ion  t o  Brown, o the r  o f f i c e r s  e l ec ted  were v i c e  pres ident  of adminis t ra t ion,  
Rues Arch, Univers i ty  of Southern Colorado, Pueblo; v ice  pres ident  of membership, Sam 
Caruthers, Aust in  Peay S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  C l a r k s v i l l e ,  Tenn.; and v i c e  prcs ident  of program, 
Burt Purvis,  Univers i ty  of Houston, 
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Flrapup 
Musicians Explore and 
Display Energy 

By J i m  Lowry 

HOUSTOd, Taxas (BP)--lNssi,lr.s, energy an2 henrty s inging hl$hl izhted t h e  two-day 
Southern Bap t i s t  Church k e ~ s i c  Conference a t  Tnllou~ood Bap t i s t  Church here .  

Approximately 1,000 church musicians and o the r  nus ic  en thus ias t s  a t tended opening 
sess ions  t o  hear  n s e r i e s  of n i n i  concerts by top cho i r s  and individual  a r t i s t s  p lus  an. 
address on bold missions by Russel l  Dildny Jr.; pres ident  of S~u thwes te rn  Ban t i s t  Theolcrpical 
Sminnry,  Fort  IJorth, Texas. 

Music m n p l  f r 3 n  c l a s s i c a l  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  throughout the  conference,  h izhl ighted by 
n grand f i n a l e  performnnce of the  1979 Texas A l l  S t a t e  Band and the  Singing Ken of Texas 
a t  F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church. 

Dildny to ld  t h e  musicians t h a t  t h e  wi tness  of Southern Bap t i s t s  needs t o  be person 
centered.  "No n a t t e r  how advanced we becone i n  the  nedin and mass comunica t ions ,  nothing 
w i l l  ever  take  the  place  of one ind iv idua l  sharim; with another o n  a one-to-me bas i s .  
We have t o  r e l a t e  t o  people not as s. m7ss bu t  t a  each one. Thzt i s  the  kind of Bold Mission 
Thrust  t h a t  w i l l  ranch people i n  our day.'' 

A person's witness needs t o  be s e n s i t i v e ,  p leasant  and pungent, he s a i d .  "Leave rhea 
with a s a l t y  tang of genuine experience t h a t  is from the  h e a r t ,  not a p ro fess iona l ,  nemo- 
r i zed  echo t h a t  you haard somewhere." 

Gwenn IkComick, d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Department of Chilrch Planning f o r  the  Bap t i s t  Con- 
vent ion of North carol in^, Rqleiph, spoke t o  the  denominational d i v i s i o n  of musicians' 
conference about t h e  energy c r i e i s  and i ts  e f f e c t  on Scuthern Bapt is t  churches and denomi- 
n a t i o n a l  agencies.  

"Lmeriean people a r e  beginnin2 t o  r e l u c t a n t l y  accept the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  is  an energy 
c r i s i s  ," McCarmick sa id .  ''Evan wi th  t h a t  admission, though, the re  is s t i l l  doubt,  usp pic ion 
and t h e  urge t o  f ind  a scapegoat. 

"Americans' use of enerpy must be recognized for what i t  is - - i r responsible  and s i n f u l , "  
he said. "We've got t o  a d j u s t  t o  t h e  fact  that  s n v i n ~  energy i s  13nre important than 
saving rime. 'I 

He a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  t h s r e  i s  a s t r a n a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  Southern B a p t i s t s  would soon 
have t o  examine the  f e a s i b i l i t y  of holdinn annual conventions i n  l i s h t  c f  shor tages  
and htgh c o s t s  of energy. 

During the  business  sess ion ,  church music conference members voted by a 62-46 margin 
t o  inc rease  dues by 50 percent t o  315 per yenr t o  o f f s e t  i n f l a t i o n ,  h igher  proeran 
c o s t s  and increased postage. Opposition t o  the  dues i n c r e ~ s e  was based on o budget 
balance of more than $5,000 a f t e r  1979 music conference expsnses. 

Thad Roberts, min i s t e r  of music of Houstiln's South &?in Bap t i s t  Church, beqan h i s  
two-year term a s  p res iden t  of t h e  ~ r u s i c  conference,  succeeding James EleKinney, de3n of 
t h e  school of church music a t  Southwestern Sminary .  

hl llashburn, a s s o c i a t e  professor  of church music a t  Golden Gate B a p t i s t  Theolo&icsl  
Seminary, IYUll Valley, Ca l i f . ,  was elected pres ident-e lect  of the  music csnference.  
He w i l l  assune the  presidency i n  1981. 

Other o f f i c e r s  a r e  Pcllly Riddle,  d i r e c t s r  o f  keyboxd s t u d i e s  a t  William Jewell 
Collage, Liber ty ,  Mo., v i c e  pres ident  of the  education d i v i s i ~ n ;  B i l l  J. Pearson, 

, minis t e r  of music a t  Travis  Avenue Bap t i s t  Church, Fort  klarth, Texas, v i c e  pres ident  9f 
t h e  l o c a l  church d iv i s ion ;  and Cherles Gatwood, d i r e c t o r  of the church n u s i c  department 
of t h e  Bap t i s t  S t a r e  Convention of i h r t h  Carolinn,'P.sl*tigh, v i c e  p res iden t  of t h e  
denominational d iv i s ion .  

Ptilburn Pr i ce ,  chairman af t h e  muslc department a t  Furman Univers i ty ,  wrote the  
anthem, "0 Give Thanks t o  t h e  Lord," e spec ia l ly  f a r  t h e  1979 music conf erance.  His 
son3 i s  t h e  14th carmnissinned anthem w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  conference. 
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Baptist Colleges Challenged 
To Recommit To Missions By Dan Martin 

GALVESTON, Texas (BP)--Baptist colleges have been challenged to instill a new 
worldview and mission involvement among students, faculty and supporters. 

Appeals for such a revamping were sounded during the National Conference on Bold 
Christian Education and Bold Missions, held here under the sponsorship of the Southern 
Baptist Education Comission. 

For three days, more than 300 persona--educatars, theologians, missions personnel, 
laypeople--discussed the implications of education and missions in a religiously 
pluralistic world. 

"What we have attempted to do in this conference is make college administration 
and faculty more sensitive to the historical. mission of the ifistitutions and t o  
communicate to the agencies (of the convention) that there is no rivalry between a 
missions emphasis and educational interests," s~id Arthur L. Walker, Jr., executive 
director-treasurer of the commission. 

For three days, the participants heard addresses by educators, theologians, missions 
strategists and spokesmen from the Third World, pointing out that missions, education and 
a new view o f  the religiously pluralistic world is essential if Southern Baptits are to 
minister and evangelize in the last fifth of the Twentieth Century. 

One of the highlights of the meeting was a session in which educators, theologians 
and representatives o f  Southern Baptist agencies discussed the implications of bold 
education and bold missions. 

Topics ranged from factors in the contemporary world which influence missions and 
education to ways of fostering missionary spirit on college campuses to how Baptist 
schooL8 can help in focusing attention on critical issues in world missions. 

Mission strategist Gerald H. Anderson of Ventnor, N .  J., said: "Christians have 
no time to take up our cross and relax in a world with eleven times as many non- 
Christians as when Jesus Christ preached the Sermon on the Mount." 

He added that Christians of North America have much to learn from Christians o f  
other nations who have survived and maintained Christian witness through lifetimes of 
authoritarian government and religious pluralism. 

Participants also heard an address from Orlando E. Costas, an internationally known 
Third World author and educator, who warned Southern Baptists and other "First World" 
Christians that they should listen to believers who have "lived and witnessed in lands of 
the oppressed and persecuted." He said they should try to understand the religious and 
cultural traditions of Third World Christians. 

Participants also heard a presentation from Glenn Ingleheart, director of the 
Deportment of Interfaith Witness at the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board. "Southern 
Baptists must fashion a coherent Christian apologetic for life and witness in this 
pluralistic world," he said. "Every agency, institution, church and college must give 
this priority. 

"The Baptist college must have teachers with a global view; people from the Third 
World must be included on the faculty. The students must build global consciousness and 
competence, bur at the same time, Baptist students must be grounded in the elements and 
distinctives of their own faith." 

Jesse Fletcher, president of Hardin-Simmons University, said n Baptist college's 
priority should be on its output o f  students with a world awareness, rather than on the 
input of recruitment and resources. 

Fletcher asked, "What kind of church members will our students become? Do they 
come into our churches with R world view of missions involvement?" 

He said that Baptist colleges are facing two tensions which relate to mission 
awareness: the priority of output or input, and the emphasis on curriculum or context. 

"Maybe more than anything else we can develop a philosophy of history which reveals 
God through Jesus Christ is active in our world," the college president skated. 
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Another missiolo;:ist, Hugo Culpepper o f  Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, told 
participants that "most people in our churches do not take missions seriously. A church 
IS not regarded as beinq a mission agency, involving all o f  its members in the world of 
missions." 

He said three factors make misslons go awry: "First i a  making missions less than 
our reasan for being, both as individuals and as the church. Second is doinz missions 
with unworthy motives and mist,~ken goals and objectives. Third is falling under n 
spirit of triumphalism or arrogant pride. I' 

He added: "Missions io not understood as the reasrln for being by the whole body of 
Christ. If it wore accepted as such, there w~uld be n profound transformation in the 
pattern of congregational life, of ministry and of Christian action in the world." 

A fervent appeal to repair "a groat divide between missicsns and education" which 
has produced "priests and scribes," was sounded by R. Kirby Godsey, the newest president 
of a major Baptist iniverslty. 

Godsey, who wzs elected president of Mercer University two days before, said: "The 
vitality of missions is closely li~ked with the competence of our educational perspective. 
The two cannot remain foreign territories...educotion is tho foundation of missions; misaions 
is the destlny of education. Without education, miskion remains empty; without missions, 
education remains blind. *' 

He concluded with the affirmation that unless missions and higher education "can 
walk together, neither o f  us has anywhere tn go." 

Government Regulations 
Threaten Baptist Schools By Rex Hanmock 

GALVESTON, Texas (BP)--Baptists nust be willing to fight excessive governmental 
regulation if their colleges m d  universities are to survive, an expert in education law eaid. 

John Fant, legal counsel at Bnylor University, Waco, Texas, told representatives of 
Southern Baptist state education committees that members of the nation's largest Protestant 
denomination "should rise up and draw the line" on governmental interference, 

Tha meeting was held in conjunction with a National Conference on Bold Christian 
Education and Bold Missions sponsored by the SBC Education Commission. 

"Bold education," F a ~ t  said, "can be totally thwarted by legal matters. Universities 
have been bombarded with governmental agency regulations of  laws passed by Congress.'' 

Fant cited several examples o f  dramatic increases in agency regulations, claiming 
that the "government has moved into an adversary role." 

Fant admitted most of the laws were needed to protect the rights of students but 
chided different agencies of the federal government for imposing conflicting regulations. 

"We're now in a 'Catch 22' situation in trying to comply with some of these agencies," 
he said. "There are too many aeencies that deal with education. Sometimes they are in 
direct conflict with each other as to what they require the college to do." 

Fant, a farmar judge, also claimed the cost of complying with agency demands is 
becoming prohibitive. "Handicap, environmental impact and occupational saf ey regulations 
pould exceed QZ3'billIotl to the educntion community,'' he said. "Soon 50 cents out of every 
dollar of Federal Student Aid will go to administrative paper work." 

Fant did not put all of the blame for the explosion in regulations on Washington, 
however. "We as Baptists have let this emerge," he said, explaining, "at least in 
theory the people are the government." 

"Baptists," he said, "must become legally intelligent in fighting government 
interference and must be willing to aive up n low profile." 

"Wauld It be appropriate to say that Baptists and other denominations should join 
a 'people's revolt' azainst these regulations?" he asked, comparing such a "revolt" 

tu ~alifornia' s Proposition 53. 

more 
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"Baptists must be willing to go into a courtroom and get beat, knowing that next time 
we could win. We can't always wait to be sure that we are going to win. Our faith i s  not 
built on being sure." 

Pant admitted that Baptist colleges would never get back to the days when the govern- 
ment has a "hands-off education stance," but claimed that "we can get back to a position 
of sanity." 

-30- 

O'Hair 'In God We Trust' 
Suit Fails In High Court By Stan Hastey 

WASHINGTON (BP)--The U. S. Supreme Court announced here it will not hear atheist 
Madalyn Murray O'Hair's challenge to the constitutionality of the motto "In God We Trust" 
on coins and currency. 

The high court's action marks the final defeat of the Austin,Texas-basad O'Hair's 
efforts to remove the slogan. 

Mrs. O'Hair filed suit against Secretary of the Treasury Michael Blumenthal in January 
1978, in a federal district court in Austin. That court ruled against her three months 
later, holding that she failed to show a "cause of action." 

On appeal, the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals in New Orleans declined to hear the 
case last January. 

The challenged slogan has appeared on U. S. coins for more than a century and on all 
currency stnce :355,  when former President Wight D. Eisenhower signed into law a bill 
requiring that it be used. 

Over the past 17 years, Mrs. O'Hair has come to the Supreme Court challenging the 
constitutionality of various religious practices in public life. 

Her ruit chdllenging mandatory prayer and Bible reading in the public schools resulted 
in a 1963 decision by the high court outlawing such devotional exercises, The high court 
had ruled in 1962 that o New York board of regents prayer designed to be read each day in 
state public echools likewise violated the "no establishment': of religion clause of 
the First Amendment. 

In 1968, Mrs. O'Hair challenged the National Space and Aeronautics Administration for 
permitting astronauts in space to read from the Bible. She argued then that the famous 
Christmas Eve 1968 reading of the Christmas story violated the rights of non-believers. 

On two separate occasions, however, the nation's high court declined to disturb Lower 
court rulings diaallowing her objections. 

Since 1975 Mrs. OtHair has been in the news frequently as the supposed author of a 
petition to the Federal Comunications Commission (FCC) which would ban religious 
broadcasting from the nation's airwaves. 

The actual petition, filed by two California men, asked the powerful regulatory agency 
to refrain from assigning new educational television channels or radio frequencies to 
organizations which broadcast religious programs exclusively. 

The FCC ruled unanimously on August 1, 1975, that such a policy would violate the free 
exercise of religion guarantee of the First Amendment. 

Rumors linking Mrs. O'Nair to the effort have flourished, nevertheless, causing millions 
of Americans to sign petitions which have deluged the FCC for the past four years. 
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Bold Mission 

Doctrine Integrity 
While It Is Yet Day! 

HOUSTON, June 11--Battle lines on doctrinal integrity were drawn here Tuesday morning 
in the opening business session of the Southern Baptist Convention when two resolutions 
and a motian on the matter of biblical inerrancy (without error) were introduced. 

The motion, introduced by Wayne Dehoney, a former president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention and pastor of Walnut Street Baptist Church in Louisville, Ky., calls on mesa- 
engerr to reaffirm the position adopted with the 1963 statement of Baptist Faith and 
Meaeage. 

One of the resolutions calls for electing men to the presidency and vice presidency 
who "etand without apology on the infallible and inerrant word of God." It war introduced 
by W. Everett Martin, pastor of First Baptist Church of Ridgeland, Miee. 

The other resolution calls on the "trustees of seminaries.. . . .to faithfully diecharge 
their reeponsibility to carefully preserve the doctrinal integrity of our institutions.. .I1 

Xt was introduced by Larry Lewis. pastor of Tower Grove Baptist Church In St. Louie, Ma. 

The question of biblical inerrancy and infallibility has been raised as a central 
isaw in the convention by apokeamen from the ultraconservative Baptiat Faith and Message 
pellowshlp and by other groups who seek to elect officers to the convention who believe 
in the "inerrant Word .I1 

Dehoney, who said he was acting on his own and oat as a representative for any group 
of moderates, asked in his motion that messengers to the 1979 convention reaffirm the 
I963 faith and meseage statement. 

Dehonep'a motion, however, spoke only to a section of the statement dealing with 
the scriptures. 

"It o p s t e  only to that issue, and ask$ messengers to reaffirm only that section," 
Dehoney said. "That has been the issue; that is the flag that has been raised." 

Xn introducing his motion, Dehoney read from the preamble to the Baptist Faith and 
Message statement, which aaid such a statement would "serve as information to the churches 
and which may rerve as guidelines to the various agencies,. . ." 

Dehoney told Baptiat Press the statement had been adopted by an overwhelming vote 
of the meseengers to the 1963 SBC after a year of careful study. 

"I think we should reaffirm the statement rather than making radical changes," on 
such inswe as inerrancy, he said. 

The statement says, in part, that the Bible w n ~  "written by men divinely inspired 
and is the record of God's revelation of himself to man. It is a perfect treasure of 
divine instruction. It has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, 
without any mixture of error, for its matter . . , .I1 

Hartin's resolution, which was adopted by the regular business session of First 
Baptist Church of Ridgeland, urges messengers that "the men we elect to the presidency 
and vice presidency of the Southern Baptist Convention be men who firmly etand without 
apology on the Infallible and inerrant word of Cod to be our leaders during these days 
of opportunity for Southern Baptists." 

Lewie, a former denominational worker in the Pennsylvania-South Jersey Baptist 
Convention, presented a resolution which had been printed and distributed prior to the 
meeting. It was labeled: "The Doctrinal Integrity Resolution." 

- mote - 
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It calls on messengers to "exhort the trustees of seminaries affiliated with or 
supported by the Southern Baptist Conventlon to faithfully discharge their reeponsibility 
to carefully preserve the doctrinal integrity of our institutions, and to assure that 
seminaries receiving our support only employ or continue the employment of faculty 
members who believe in the divine inspiration of the whole Bible, the inerrancy of the 
original. manuscripts, the existence of a personal devil and a literal Hell, the actual 
existence of a primeval couple named Adam and h e ,  the literal occurrence of the miracles 
as recarded in the Bible, the Virgin Birth, Bodily Resurrection and the personal return 
of the Lord Jesus." 

Lewis told Baptist Press that he was working as +.: an individual in presenting 
the resolution, and that he had made contact with some of the organized conservative 
groups only eince the convention and related meetings started, 

Ry Dan Martin -- 12:20 p.m. Tuesday 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

F i r s t  SBC Session In t ro  

HOUSTON, June 12--The 122nd session of the Southern Baptist  Convention opened a t  
The Summit here Tuesday with 12,514 regis tered nessengers p r e e t i n ~  Baptis t  guests from 
Korea, Duma, and Hong Kcng. 

Jiunny R. Allen of San Antonio, president of the Southern Baptis t  Convention, re- 
cognized f r a t e rna l  messengers f rcn  other Baptis t  groups. 

Yong Soon N a n ,  president of the Korean Baptist  Convention, greeted Southern 
Baptis ts  in Korean, t ranslated by h i s  son-in-law, Yow Hwan Eihl,  a student a t  Golden 
Gate Baptist  Theological Seminary, M i l l  Valley, Cal i f .  

David Y. K. Wong of IIong Xonp,, president,  and Robert S, Denny, general secretary, 
Baptist  World Alliance, introduced ?laran Zau Yaw and Thrn Clifford Kyaw Dwe of the 
Baptist  Convention of B u m .  Denny said t ha t  the v i s i t  cf the two men was the f i r s t  crf 
its nature f o r  Burmese Baptist  leaders i n  s ixteen years. 

Fraternal  greetings a l so  were extended personally t o  Southern Baptis ts  by E!rs. 
Cora Sparrowk of Ione, Cal i f , ,  presidcnt of the American Baptist  Churches, U.S.A. 

The Polish Baptist  Association of the United S ta tes  and Canada extended f r a t e rna l  
greetings through a representat ive o f  the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board. 

"Bold tlission, While It i s  Yet Day" i s  the theme of the convention, and the 
f i r s t  morning had several  references t o  home and world missions. 

Milton Cunningham of Houston, president of the Baptist  General Convention of 
Texas, which includes 2 mil l ion of the 13.2 mil l ion Southern Baptist  church members, 
said tha t  "what we have In Texas is a resul tof  t h e  missions invclvement of Southern 
Baptis ts  . I '  

Cunningham, pastor of Westbury Baptis t  Church, Houston, said t ha t  Southern Baptis ts  
of other  s t a t e s  were pioneer preachers i n  Texas. He said tha t  Judge REB Baylor of 
Kentucky, f a r  whom Baylor University is named, came to  the Ilouston area about 150 
years ago and founded Union Baptis t  Association, whose churches a r e  l oca l  hosts  f o r  t h i s  
year1 s convention. 

Dan Str inger  of Portland, Ore,, executive secretary of the Northwest Baptist  
Convention, responded t o  Cunningham's welcome m behalf of S3C nesseGers .  

Lee Porter of Nashville, Tenn., reg is t ra t ion  secretary fo r  tha convention, 
made the  motion, which was approved, tha t  o f f i c i a l l y  constituted the messengers from 
Southern Baptiat churches as the convention, 

Porter $aid tha t  when the convention l a s t  met i n  IIouston 11 years ago 15,071 
messengers regis tered,  making it the eighth l a r ce s t  convention i n  the denomination's 
his tory.  The l a r ae s t  number of regis tered messengers a t  a cnnvcntion of the 
denomination was 22,872 i n  Atlanta, Ga., i n  1978. 

Allen, pastor tf F i r s t  Baptist  Church, San Antonio, used a &avel i n  the opening 
seasion thet was a g i f t  from h i s  pastor father .  Allen completes h i s  second one-year 
term as denominational president during t h i s  year 's convention. 

T.B. liaston, professor emeritus, Southwestern Baptiat Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, presented the opening prayer of the  morning seasicn, Of f i c i a l  leather-bound 
copies of a book, "An Approach t o  Christian Ethics," dedicated t o  Maston by fonncr 
students,  were given t o  Allen, b s t o n  and William Pinson, president of Gnlden Gate Baptist  
Theological Seminary. fohnnie Godwin of Broadman Press, Nashville, coordinated the 
prercntations. 
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RELIGIOUS EllVCATION LWERS--Newly elected officers for the Southern Baptist Rsligiouu 
Education Association are (bottom to top), Lawrence Klempnauer, rnininter of education 
and administration, Travio Avenue Baptist Church, Fort Worth, president; Roy Lee 
Williams Jr., director of church eervices division, Union BaptLt Asaoctation, Boueton, 
vice preeident; F, Marvin Myers, church management consultant, Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Nashville, eecretary-treasurer; Tim Holeomb , mlniater of education, Polytechnic 
Baptiat Church, Fort Worth, aaeistant eecretary-treasurer. Photo by Stephen W. Medford 

OPENING SESSION--12,514 mesaaugers registered for the opening resriw of the Southern 
Baptist Convention in Houston. Convention officsts whose term expired this year are 
A. Douglas Watteraon Jr . , (left), Knoxville, Tenn, , f irst vice president; Jimy 1. 
Allen (center), San Antonio, Texas, president; William L. Self  (right), Atlanta, Ga., 
vice president. Photo by T i m  Fields 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Executive Conmirtee: First Report 

HOUSTON, June 12--Messengers to the Southern Baptist convention's 122nd session here 
Tuesday morning unanimously adopted a record breaking $83 million budget for the denom- 
ination's worldwide program of missions in 1979-80. 

In another of elght recommendations from the SBC Executive Committee Tuesday morning, 
the messengers adopted a total Cooperative Program goal of $226 million for all of the 
state conventions of the 13.2 million member denomination. 

The recommendation was in keeping with previous Convention action to double Cooperative 
Program gifts in five years, part of the Bold Mission Thrust campaign to reach every 
person on earth with the gospel by the year 2000. To put teeth into the effort, the 
messengers voted n $12 million Bold Mission allocation. 

The new SBC budget is an $8 million increase over the 1978-79 budget. Receiving the 
largest share of the budget, $33.3 million, will be the Foreign Mission Board with nearly 
3,000 missionaries in 94 countries and territories. 

The second lnrgest amount, $13.3 million, will go to the Home Mlssion Board to support 
the work of more than 2,300 missionaries. Other allocations were approved for the Annuity 
Board, $325,000; the Golden Gate Seminary, $1,279,564; Midwestern Seminary, $1,324,514: 
New Orleans Seminary, $2,342,835; Southeastern Seminary, $2,317,319; Southern Seminary, 
$3,440,372; Southwestern Seminary, $4,182,888; the Southern Baptist Foundation, $181,900; 
American Baptist Theological Seminary, $160,500; the Brotherhood Commission, $615,250; . 
the Christian Life Commission, $449,400; the Education Commission, $310,300; the 
Historical Commission, $235,400; the Radio-TV Comission, $3,210,000; the Stewardship 
Comission, $294,250; the Public Affairs Committee, $272,850; the SBC operating budget, 
$704,000: and seminary endowment, $126,000, 

Messengers also approved Executive Committee recornendations to hold the 1984 session 
of the SBC in Kansaa City, Ma., June 12-14, and tha 1985 session in Dallas, Texas, 
June 11-13. 

Cornittee Chnirnnn Brooks W~ster of Hattiesburg, Miss., presented the cotmittre's new 
executive secretary-treasurer, Harold Bennett, and his wife, Phyllis. 

Bennett presented a Bold Mission challenge noting that Southern Baptists have been 
given a tremendous challenge to reach every person on earth with the gospel. 

"Phyllis and I have committed our lives and all we have and are t o  serving God and 
Southern Baptists," said Bennett who will succeed Porter Routh when Routh retires July 31, 

Another recommendation adopted by the messengers calls on SBC agenciea to respond in 
writing on all matters referred by the Convention. 

Bylaw 28 was amended to require agencies to respond in writing at the close of their 
report in the Book of Reports and Annual, giving specific information on (1) how the 
matter referred was considered; (2) how it wes reported to the constituency; and 
(3) any actions on the matter taken by the agency or action proposed to the Convention. 

By Orville Scott--12:15 p.m., Tuesday 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

McCall Elected 1st VP 

HOUSTON, june lb-Abner kca l l ,  president of aaylor University, Waco, Texas, was 
elected f i r s t  vice-president of the Southern Baptist  Convention Tuesday i n  a run-off 
elect ion a t  the Summit. 

T.A. Patterson, who r e t i r ed  i n  1973 a f t e r  13 years a s  executive secretary o f  the 
Baptist  General Convention of Taxas to  become executive vice-president of World 
Evangelism Foundation, ran against McCall i n  the run-off. 

McCall, nominated by D i l l  Hinaon, pastor of First Baptist Church, New Orleans, 
received 2,905 votes on the run-off ba l lo t  or 54.44 percent of the votes. Patterson. 
nominated by John Mor~an, pastor of Sagemont Baptist Church, Hweton, received 2,431 
votes or 45.56 percent. 

McCall has been ~aylor's president s ince 1961 and was executive vice-president 
for two years before tha t .  H e  previously served as Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Texas and dean of Baylor's Law School. H e  has been president of the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas and a trustee of the Southern Raptiet Annuity Board. 

The other nomination i n  e a r l i e r  bal lot ing was Charles Harvey, pastor of  Sunset 
Acre* Baptiet Church, Shreveport, La. 

In early business, Adrian Rogers, pastor of Dellewe Baptist  Church, Memphis, 
Tenn., was elected SM: president over f ive  opponents. 

Dy Charlie Warren--9:00 p.m. Tuesday 
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Bold Mission 
Rogers Reaction by Messengers While It Is Yet Day1 

HOUSTON, June 12-Messenger react ion t o  the f i r s t -ba l l o t  e lect ion of Adrian Rogers 
as president  of the  Southern Baptist Convention was mixed Tuesday, but few f e l t  i t  signals' - 
a s h i f t  t o  ultraeonrervativism. 

. Memsengers polled by ~ a ~ t i s t  Press, however, do expect same s h i f t  t o  a more cmsema- - 
t f v e  theological etance, a posi t ion many believe has been the posi t ion of the convention 

._. - - - all-along. 

Most messengers polJ.ed expressed sa t i s f ac t i on  with Rogers' e lec t ion  as president 
of the 13.2 mill ion member denomination, the nation!s l a rges t  protestant  denomination. 

- * - 
"I don't a t tach  much eignificance t o  i t  (the f i r s t  ba l lo t  victory) ,I' said Harjorie 

Harris of Nashville, Tenn. "I j u s t  think i t  is because he is a decent mart-.'! 
* 

"Well." said Bob Hollingsworth, pastor tn Ricevi l le ,  Tenn., "it looks l i k e  the  con- 
ventlon i a  ultxaconoervative. f knew he (Rogers) is ultraconservative. But: I don't think 
you read too much i n t o  it; we have always been a conservative denomination." 

Qne note which was injected i n to  Rdgers e lec t ion  which has not  been i n  any rednt 
SBC L k c t i o n  was the question of po l i t i c s .  ''I hate  t o  say it, but i t  meant pdl i t ice ,"  

. ,  said Howard Taylor, from Greenville, Miss. 

Several gave major significance t o  the endorsement of Rogers by W. A. Criswell, 
pastor of the denomination's l a rges t  church, First Baptist  Church of Dallas, and a former 
president of the convention. 

"Dr. C r i s w e l l  okayed him, so anybody t h a t  Criswell says he'd l i k e  elected, ge t s  
. elected," said Charles Brodshaw, 79, from Corpus Chrisr i ,  Tex. 

Gary Boyd of Coleman, Tex., a leo noted that  " C ~ s w e l l ' r  endorsement carr ied a l o t  of 
~ i & h t "  among the  messengers. 

Criswellmade a ringing endorsement of Rogers during the opening night of the 
Southern Baptist  Pastors '  Conference, an endorsement which drew heavy applause. 

. nut what meant p o l i t i c s  t o  some meant uni ty t o  others.  

Buddie Gregpl, a campus minister from Si lver  Cityp N.M., said the  elect ion "meant 
there was a l o t  of uni ty behind him." 

Paige Bowman, pastor of F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church of Woodstock, Va., added the elect ion 
was ''a good sign of uni ty among the messengers." 

Messenger Boyd exprcseed r e l i e f  tha t  the b ib l i c a l  inerrancy issue did not become 
divisive. "I came h o p i ~  thdre wouldn't be controversy over the  b ib l i c a l  inerrancy 
issue, aa there could have bean. The messengers i n  general wanted t o  avoid canfrontctian." 

Some f e l t  the  conservative element would be stronger,  a s  did  Je r ry  Gliason, pastor 
of Leawood Baptist ,  Memphis, Tenn. "This represents a trend t o  the r i gh t  a f t e r  years of 
moving t o  the  left. However, t ha t  doesn't mean the convention i r  becornin3 u l t ra -  
consentat ive litre some people think. " 

\3' - Another, B i l l  Patteraon, pastor of Buffalo Baptist  Church i n  Duffalo, Ky., said: 
"I think the e lec t ion  means t h a t  the  messengers want some focus on evangelism while 
upholding the  Bible. But I don't think i t  w i l l  be b ib l i c a l  orthodoxy instead of Bold 
Mission Thrust. ._. . 

"I think his e lec t ion  will be unifying. The b i b l i c a l  innerancy people no lonser 
have s big issue. I think it hae taken the  steam out of t he i r  campaign without blunting 
Dold Mission Thrust ." -more- k%l.fl t .7 c; 
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Page 2--Rogers Reaction by Messengers 

A deacon from Gatewood Baptist Church in Houston, Harvey Black, oxpressed hope that 
Rogers will be able to "make conservatism more dominant in the convention." 

Among the messengers who feel Rogers election is significant: for the conservative 
viewpoint came these coments: 

"I think it is a result of something that has been fermenting in our convention for 
years. People seem to think there needs to be something done, There's a feeling there 
are some people in our seminaries who don't hold the viewpoint Rogers and others hold. I 
think the election 1s a statement of the feeling,  let'^ get on with it ...',It aaid Murray 
Hardy, pastor of Bethel Bzptist Church in New Caney, Texas. 

"I think it means we're headed upwards. People are saying, 'Let's get back to the 
basics." We are going to have to get back to simple unadulterated preaching o f  Jesus and 
that's what Adrian does," said Rudy Hernaildez, en evangelist from Grand Prairie, Texas. 

David French of Swartz Creek, Mich., added: "The key to the whole thing is that 
(Robert) Naylor got defeated. That was like voting against grandma. I think Naylor was 
picked by the establishment as a popular candidate who could defeat Rogers." 

One messenger, Luther Burton, pastor of Chapel by the Sea Baptist Church on Tybee 
Island, Ga., commented: "I think this is n step in the direction whereby the ultra- 
conservatives would like to get I n  control of the convention. Especially would they l i k e  
to get control o f  the seminaries, but thank goodness we have boards of trustees." 

Ignoring the political and theological disputes, other messengers commented they were 
glad Rogers was elected. 

"He's biblically sound asd can pick up the gauntlet from Brother (Jimy) Allen," 
said Charles Miller of Glenmora, La. 

Added Joyn GambLin of Kevil, Ky.: "I think he is God's man for the hour. I feel 
there's a sense of division among Southern Baptists and he's the man who can brirg us 
together ,I' 

BY Dan Martin, Debbie Stewart, Orville Scott, Jennifer Anderson--8:45 p.m. Tuesday 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Foreign Mission Board Reception 

WUSTON, June 12--When Baker f. Cauthen took the helm of the Foreign Mission Board 
25 yeare ago, he wanted Daptists t o  ge t  personally acquainted with foreign missionaries. 
So ha invi ted a21 Daptists assembled fo r  the Southern Baptist  Convention t o  a reception 
for missionaries who were present. 

The Foreign Mission Board reception has become an annual t r ad i t i on  a t  Southern Bap- 
tist Conventions. "Southern Daptists love t he i r  missionaries,' '  Cauthen explains. "We 
a l l  l i k e  t h i s  way of get t ing together ." 

Thia year, ~authhen's l a s t  i n  of f ice ,  he was detained by convention business and 
enarled t r a f f i c .  The host was l a t e  a r r iv ing  a t  South Main Baptist  Church, where the 
reception was held. The l i t h e  leader bounded from a screeching taxi .  Under h i s  arm was 
the  plaque of  praise  and appreciation j u s t  presented by the SBC Executtve Cormittee. 

He stopped t o  thank the t e x i  dr iver  a t  length f o r  h l s  services. Then, with white 
ha i r  f ly ing  i n  the Houston wind, he threaded through a maze of huas and handahakes from 
r e t i r ed  miasionariee. Traf f ic  stclpped a s  an elderly woman hobbled from a car to be 
greeted by name. 

At l a s t  i n  the  reception h a l l ,  Cauthen was immediately surrounded by a half- 
dozen young missionaries who wanted t he i r  pictures  made with the famed leader. At 
l e a s t  200 of the 2,908 now appointed by the  F o r e i ~ n  Mission Board were there, garbed i n  
the  co lor fu l  c lothes of t he i r  choaen ~mt ions .  

It was a family-style party. The usual crowd o f  800 was cut by the complexities 
of tranerportation and by confl ic t ing events. Yet hundreds crowded around tables  of punch 
and eaadwiches served by the  members of Woman's Missionary Union a t  South Maln Baptist  
Church. 

Flaehbulba l ighted Cauthen's way through the crowd u n t i l  he found h i s  wife Eloise, 
In a brief  speech, Cauthen asked f o r  prayer f o r  the missionary cannnisaioning service 
planned f o r  Wednesday night of the SDC. "This .:can s e t  the whole cause of missions 
f o m r d , "  he said. 

Mrs. Cauthen said,  "We not only love the cause of missions, but we love you who 
are involved i n  it." 

-30- 

By Catherine Allen--7:40 p.m. Tuesday 
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Tuesday Afternoon Resolutions Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

HOUSTON, June 12--Twenty new resolut ions,  bringing the day's t o t a l  t o  37, were 
presented t o  messengers attending the Southern Baptis t  Convention here Tuesday afternoon. 

Apart from a pa i r  of statements ca l l ing  on the convention t o  express support f o r  
seminary and college professors and administrators i n  Baptiet schools, those most l i ke ly  
t o  generate l i ve ly  discussion before the  resolut ions corni t tee  include a c a l l  t o  reaffirm 
the 1978 SBC reeolut ion on abortion and a proposal that the convention go on record against 
the proposed SALT t rea ty  with the Soviet Union. 

Other reeolutions dealing with sens i t ive  soc i a l  issues included alcohol,  pornography, 
domestic violence, the p l igh t  of migrant workers, world hunger, the needs of family farms, 
and escalating eecond c l a s s  pos ta l  ra tes .  

The proposal t o  endorse l a s t  year's statement on abortion, presented by Bob Mulkey, 
pastor of Greenlawn Baptis t  Church, Columbia, S.C., is bound t o  be debated by the 
resolutions committee s ide by s ide  with one introduced e a r l i e r  i n  the day by a Kansas 
City, Mo. clergyman. ! 

That statement seeks t o  put the convention on record i n  support of a const i tut ional  
amendment o r  other  l eg i s l a t i on  which would reverse the 1973 U. S. Supreme Court decision 
permitting abortions during the f i r s t  three months of pregnancy, provided a woman reachea 
her decision f o r  an abortion i n  consultation with her physician. 

The high court a l so  ruled tha t  during the second trimester of pregnancy, s t a t e s  have 
a limited i n t e r e s t  i n  the  regulation of abortions, while during the f i n a l  three months 
they may outlaw them out r igh t ,  

Vir tual ly  every session of the SBC since then has witnessed intense debate on t he  
subject. Last year i n  Atlanta, meseengers reaffirmed previous stands ca l l ing  for  a high 
v i e w  of human l i f e ,  including f e t a l  l i f e ,  but: declaring nonetheless t ha t  government 
should not absolutely forbid abortions. 

The reaolution against the proposed SALT pact with the Soviet Union d i rec t ly  
opposed one presented e a r l i e r  asking the convention t o  record its support. 

The agreement, seven years i n  the making, has been negotiated by three U. S ,  presi- 
dents. *PrMid:rr Ji=] Carter an.! Soviet leader L ~ o n i d  .9resl..;?ev*are to..i ign the pact 
next week I n  ccfcmr.<os i n  Vienna. Only i f  the U. S .  Sene", r a t i f i e s  the  agreement by a 
two-thirds vote, however, w i l l  i t  take e f f ec t .  

A pa i r  of resolut ions cal led on Southern Baptista t o  reaffirm t h e i r  t rad i t iona l  . 
opposition t o  alcoholic beverages. One, presented by Charles Clary of Amtin, Tex., 
asked messengers "to adhere t c  and promote vigorously and posi t ively t h e i r  commitment 
t o  abstinence .I' 

Another cal led on messengers t o  support l eg i s l a t i on  i n  Ccngress r e s t r i c t i ng  the 
advertising of alcoholic beverages and t o  enact laws requiring warning labe ls  on l iquor  
bo t t les .  

Richard Ivy,  pastor of Bapt is t  Temple, Baytown, Tex. describing pornography aa a 
"moral cancer," challenged messengers t o  reaffirm last  year 's resolut ion putting the 
convention on record as "diametrically opposed t o  pornography i n  any form." 

The proposal on domestic violence speaks to  both chi ld and spouse abuse, ca l l ing  on 
l oca l  congregations t o  minister to  victims and encouraginp, "clear and responsible public 
policy'' designed t o  combat the growing problem at every l eve l  of government. 

J. Earl Dunn, pastor of the Harris Avenue Baptist  Church, San Angelo, Tex., urged 
messengers t o  take note of the pl ight  of migrant farm workers, including malnutrit ion and 
a high incidence of disease. The statement c a l l s  on Southern Baptis t  agencies and 
ina t i tu t ione  t o  f ind  ways of sharing "the gcspel's concern for the t o t a l  person1' t o  migrants. 

- more - ---- 
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Page 2-Resolutions 

The proposed resolution on world hunger, the second on the subject presented 
Tuesday, would instruct the Baptist Sunday School Board and other denominational a~encies 
to develop curriculum materials on world hunger and to emphasize world hunger in  their 
publications . 

W. L. Stockton, a messenger frm Aspermont, Tex., called attention to the ahrinkim 
number of single family farms in the nation, calling the trend a "threat to rural communi- 
ties, traditional values, s f amily-baaed food production system, and ultimately food 
security in this naticn and around the world." He called for public policy "which will 
preserve the f arnily f am." 

The resolution on second class postage rates, presented by Ohio Baptist Pleseeneer 
editor Theo Smerkamp, points to escalating costs for mailing newspapers, magazines, 
and other periodicals and asks President Carter and members of Conp,ress to request the 
Postal Service Rate Commission to hold future increases to the President's cost of living 
guidelines . 

By Stan Hastey--6 p.m. Tuesday 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Second Report of Executive Committee 

HOUSTON, June 12-4 recommendation explaining Scuthern Baptist  agencies' charges t o  
churches for services  rendered drew Lengthy debate d u r l e  the Tuesday afternoon report 
by the denomination's E-cecutive Committee. 

The recornendation, which came i n  response t o  a motion a t  l a s t  year's Convention by 
John C. Green cf  Iad ia lan t ic ,  Fla., said most convention agencies receive t h e i r  funds 
through the  Cooperarive Program o r  designated g i f t s  and make no charges t o  churches f o r  ' . 
t he i r  services. 

The Executive Committee c i ted  sGme exceptions t o  the pract ice such as agencies 
charging f o r  reco7rery of reasonable costa f o r  materials and costs  from individuals 
f o r  conferences thcy condlict. 

Green presented n notion t o  the r.onvention f o r  a 15-person committee t o  study 
f inanc ia l  practice-. of the agencies. 

He said he fe1.t tha t  reducing the nunber of times agencies solicit funds could r e su l t  
i n  helpins the churches rtlach the goal of doubling Cooperative Program givinp,. 

ObjectLoas t o  G~eon ' s  motion were raised by P n r t e ~  Rcuth of Nashville, executive 
secretary-tren-urer ~f t k c  Exr,c:rtive Ccmmittee. 

Routh said :>- C:.~,-~bcr Executive Comi t tce  already has respons ib i l i t i es  f o r  making 
such s tudies ,  and Ereerl's ~roposal .  would r e su l t  i n  unnecessary duplication and extra  
costs  of $50,0i0 t a  $100,000. 

A motion by a Huntsville,  Tex. messenger t o  postpone the vote u n t i l  Green's motion 
could be printed i n  the Convention Bullet in  fa i led  fo r  lack of two-thfzda majority. 

Mcsseng=rs the2 vote? down Green's notion. 

Seven other Exectlt'rv~ Committee racomcndatians passed without discussion by messengers 

A rscorunendatlc.? i n  respcnsc t o  a 1978 motion by Jack Gritz,  ed i tor  of the Oklahoma 
Baptist  Messengcr, said i t  dces nct  appear that a seventh seminary is feas ib le .  

The recommendation cal led f o r  the s i x  seminaries t o  outl ine "possibibilities of extend- 
ing the i r  minis tr ies  f c r  meeting the needs for theological education i n  the Northeast, the 
North Central,  the West and the Northwest. 

Other recormendations adopted by the Convention Tuesday ~ f t e r n c o n  included continuing 
BcPd Mission Thrust f o r  1982-85 under the themes of  reaching people, developin3 believers 
and strengthening famil ies ,  re via in^ the charter  of the SBC Sunday School Roard and 
adjusting the program atatcnent for  the s i x  seminaries. 

I n  anotkcr action, Executive Committee Chairman 3rooks Wester of Hattissburg, Miss., 
presented plaque6 of apprecLation t o  three SDC leaders,  

They were Paul H. Stevens, who w i l l  r e t i r e  Oct. 1 after serving as president of 
the  SBC Radio an9 Television C m i s s i o n  for 26 years; fiaker James Cauthen who r e t i r e s  
Dcc. 31 a f t e r  s ~ r v i n g  as executive secretary of the SBC Fclreign Mission Board for 26 years: 
and Porter Routh, who r e t i r e s  Ju ly  31 a f t e r  s e h r i q  es executive secretary-treasurer of 
the SDC Executive Comitrce for  28 years. 

- 30 - 
By OOrvlle Scott--5.45 p.m. Tuesday 
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Bold Mission 
Roundup f o r  Wednesday p s  While It Is Yet Day! 

HOUSTON, June 13--Southern Baptists were encourey,ed here Wednesday t o  put aside 
denominational power plays and the propagation of half t ru ths  and t o  s t a r t  praying fo r  
t h e i r  m i s ~ i o n s  agencies i n  a s p i r i t  of cooperation. 

W i l l i a m  24. Hinson, pastor of F i r s t  Baptist  Church of New Orleans, told the messenRers 
t o  the  122nd annual meeting of the 13.2 mil l ion member Southern Baptist  Convention the only 
power plays which score f o r  e t e rn i t y  are those involving God's Holy Sp i r i t  working through 
committed Chris t ians . 

Keynoting the convention with an address en t i t l ed  "Accept God's Great Glad Day," 
Hinson ca l led  c r i t i c s  of the denomination without credent ials  a bore who keep many Christians 
on the s ide l ines  with t h e k  debates instead of sha r im  their Chris t ian f a i t h .  

"Many of them a r e  be t t e r  known fo r  what they a r e  azainst ,  ra ther  then what they a r e  
for," Hinson contended. "They a r e  constantly out t o  denounce acmething o r  someone. They 
organize a l l  of t h e i r  l oya l t i e s  around whatever they oppose, 

"God's p r b a r y  demand c a l l s  f o r  u s  t b  stop ta lkin2 about our Convention, and s t a r t  
talking about Jesus. God's primary demand urges us t o  s top classifying Chris t ians and 
s t a r t  edifying one another i n  Kim.'' 

Hinson a l so  warned the  messen8ers about becominy; enamored with programs instead of 
Chris t ian commitment. 

"Grest programs do challenge us, and often stimulate some human-response success," 
Binaon reminded. "But we w 1 1 1  not mzrch tc; God's posi t ive declarat ion f c r  h i s  par t icu la r  
day with any oense of r e a l  revival without c r o w n i ~  him anew a s  the Lord of our individual 
l ives .  

"Far too long, we have been waiting f o r  another proTram. In  r ea l i t y ,  we are merely 
playing church. I n  an an t i sep t ic  kind of  way we actual ly cheat because we have not  made 
a bnsic commitment t o  the Lordship of Jesus Christ." 

While s t r i den t  voices want t o  make Chris t  a past event, Hinson said,  record enrolments 
a t  Southern Baptist  colleges nnd seminaries a r e  evidence God wants Southern Baptis ts  t o  
exporre the world t o  a aavil4: knowled$e of Jesus Christ .  

"If we a r e  goinc t o  reach our eoal  of sharing the Gospel with every person i n  the 
world by the  year 2000, we must decide t o  take s p i r i t u a l  r i sk s  todzy." 

I n  other  act ion,  the messamera heard annual prosress reports  from two of  their 20 
agencies, the Srotherhcod Commission a t  Elmphis, and the Histor ical  Commission a t  Nashville. 

The Brotherhood Cornmission reported preparing 325 t r a i n i m  spec i a l i s t s  t o  or ien t  
church and assocint ional  Brotherhood o f f i ce r s ,  pr int ing Srotherhood mater ials  i n  Spanish, 
Korean and Chinese and sponsorln:: a leader t ra ining conference with Woman's Missionary Union 
which a t t rac ted  2,047 Daptirts.  

The His tor ica l  Cmrrmission announced the preparation of n 10 pamphlet: s e r i e s  on Daptist 
l i f e  and his tory  and a plan for  r e c o ~ n i z i t q  churches celebrating centennials and other 
s ign i f ican t  h i s t o r i c a l  anniversaries.  

In  a s e r i e s  cf business sessions, the  meseengers elected Adrian P. Rogers, pastor of 
nelleivue Baptis t  Church, Memphis as the i r  next president.  

Rogers took a f i r s t  ba l l o t  victory with more than 51 per cent af the  vote from f i v e  
opponents. 

The messengers elected Harold Bennett of Nnshville as treasurer and 're-elected tw@ 
ocher Nashville men, Lee Porter  a s  r eg i s t r a t i on  secretary and Martin Bradley as r scord iw 
secretary. -30- 

By Roy Jennies--6:30 p.m. Tuesday amk 3 7 5  

Southern Baptist Convention, Houston, June 12-14,1979 



SBC News Room 

News The Summit, Houston 
(713) 850-9127 
Wilmer C. Fields 
SBC Press Representative 
Robert O'Brien 
News Room Manager 
Norman Jameson 
Photography/Features Manager 

Facilities Feature Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

HOUSTON, June 12--The daythe parking nightmare at the Sumit prmpted Southern Baptist 
Convention messenger Bill Smith of Paris, Tenn., Tuesday to introduce a resolution censur- 
ing the arrangements committee. 

Bua transportation races that ran as high as $16 a day for a family of four cauaed 
messengers like #rtn Jordan, IkadviUe, Miss., to express "disappointment with the transpor- 
tation problem." 

Frustrations mounted aa the first day ware an to evening and some messengers had 
scrounged two meals fro3 disaster vans, snack bars and nearby restaurants without going 
back to thelr hotels all day. 

Those with the lowest tension levels seemed to be oeople like Ken Sorrell, Wichita, 
Kans., who had worked out alternative p1.m~. 

Sorrell, who had haard before arriving that no daytime parking would be available, hod 
hie teenage son drive him a d  his wife to the convention and then pick them up after the 
eeesiona. 

1 
Mvanc@ Publicity in Baptist state Papers about facilities problems helped the feelingr 

of some like Roger and Mary Dobbins, Walnut Grove, N.C., who "arrived with bad vibrations" 
but founcl "it'8 not as bad as we expected." 

Pertups the Person least: surprised that aesaengers had complaints about parking, trans- 
portation and an exhibit hall that held the same number of exhibits in half the usual space 
war Tim Hedquist, convention coordinator. 

Four weeks after Hedquist took his position with the convention's bacutive Cmirree 
in December 1977, he began making rounds of convention sites already ealscted. A contract 
had been si~ned with the Ho~stwCaliseum which sdvertimerl a capacity of 13,000. 

"lt couldn't hold that many with a shoehorn," Hedquist maid. And therein began his 
search tor options in Houston, a site already approved by conventi.~n vote. 

The Astrodome initially looked most promising, but the cost of inatallin8 a sound 
system adequate for business sessions would have cost more than the entire budeat for the 
convention. 

Aftor also exploring holding split eeaaions a t  the Coliseum and llusic  all, *ving the 
conveatlon to the Astxo Hall (low ceiling, too  mall) and b t r o  ~olieeun ( to0  emall), 
Hedquisr decided the S u w n i t  was the only option which met apace rsquiraents* 

"~aytirna parking we h e w  from the beginning would b9 the problm" Bedquiet said. 
Several meseengers agreed. 

"1 don't like the parking eituation. I'd trade the accoustics fox' parking," said 
Gerald %nn, Austin, Tex. ''TJc've never had trouble making ourselves heard.'' 

liedford Hutson, Richfield, Utah, was trying to attend the convention on crutches 
followine an ankle injury and wns unable to f ind parking for the handicapped. He also 

found litria rupport from fellow messengers who, intentiomlly or nor, knocked his crutches 
out from under him "at least six times." 

The b w  transportation system was developed with the aid of Jim Manly on the Houston 
mayor's staff. mnly, a ~sptist currently serving as interim pastor of First Baptist Church) 
h h u a c ,  Tex., waa assigned by tho mayor to help set up a much-needed public trans~ortetion 
for the city. 
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Manly put  Hedquist i n  touch wi th  Meet Hodston, a s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e  f o r  canventioneers,  
Because Houstan's metro bus sye ten  had nc c h a r t e r  buses ava i l ab le ,  " t h i s  was the  only hope 
f o r  us  being a b l e  t o  provide t ranspor ta t ion,"  Manly said. 

On t h e  p o s i t i v e  s i d e ,  messengers gwe the S u m i t  high marks f o r  s i c h t  and sound 
d u r i n ~  convention sess ions .  

For t h e  f u t u r e ,  Hedquiat s a i d ,  "We're coning t o  where we're going t o  have t o  pick 
a U n i t e d  nuqber o f  c i t i e s  and r o t a t e  t h e  convention anong then." He s a i d  Dal las ,  
.Tf . . + . r  . C r l c  -..s, Atlanta ,  S t .  Louis and Kansas Ci ty  c u r r e n t l y  o f f e r  the  b e s t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  

V ~ v i n g  to  this system would mean s p e c i a l  provisions would need t o  be made to  a i d  
l o c a l  c o w i t t e e s  who p resen t ly  put  i n  a f u l l  year  of work prepar inc  f o r  t h e  meeting. 

Ifidway through day one of t h e  convention, Hedquist said messenger8 had minimized 
t h e  very real problems throuzh t h e i r  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e s  i n  deal ing with them. 

The problerns a r e  j u s t  as s e r i o u s  bu t  people have been so  qracious and t h e i r  s p i r i t s  
a r e  zood ,:' Redquist s a i d .  

By Linda Lnwson--8:25 p.m., Tuesday 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Colaon News Conference 

HOUSTON, June 12--Former White House aide and Watergate f igure Charles Colson expressed 
apposition t o  the  death penalty Tuesday, c i t i ng  i n  a press cnnference four reasons why 
he opposed the  execution of criminals l i k e  John Spenkalink recently executed i n  Florida. 

Colson sa id  he opposed cap i t a l  punishment because he did not f e e l  the  r t a t e  should 
haw the power t o  take a human l i f e ,  because cap i t a l  punishment is not a proven detarrent  
t o  crime, because he had met too many men i n  prison who a r e  innocent, and because "I 
don't think the r t a t e  should play ~od . ' '  

I n  Houston t o  del iver  a major address during the Southern Baptist  Convention, Coleon 
acknowledged that h i s  response might be as acceptable t o  some Baptis ts  attending the  
convention as throwing a hand grenade i n to  t he i r  midst, but he f e l t  deeply about the 
matter. 

"As a l i fe long  conservative," Colson explained, "I have always been reluctant  t o  
give the e t a t e  the  paver t o  take a human l i f e .  Give t he  s t a t e  the  power t o  take one 
l i f e ,  and It w i l l  take 20 l i ve s ,  and then where do you draw the line?" He added he 
opposed cap i t a l  punishment even before he became a Christian, 

"As a deterrent  t o  crime, c ap i t a l  punishment j u s t  does not work," Colson ineieted. 

Re quoted a hardened criminal and hired k i l l e r  i n  one pridion who to ld  him cap i t a l  
punishment only makes the cost of paid k i l l i n g s  higher, and thus is not a deterrent  t o  
organized crime "hi ts .  " 

Colson obaerved t h a t  83 percent o f  American crimes are committed by people under t he  
influence of alcohol o r  druge, and cap i t a l  punishment i a  cer ta in ly  not a deterrent  
t o  such k i l l ing .  He a l so  pointed out tha t  crimes of passion w i l l  not be deterred by the 
death penalty. 

Colson claimed that  he had met many prison inmates personally who are innocent, and 
ha did not want the  g u i l t  o f  taking the l i f e  of an innocent person on the  conscience 
of rociety. 

"Finally, i n  my reading of the New Testament, I cannot accept the  pract ice of 
c ap i t a l  punishment i f  f am ta l i v e  by the couaaandments of Jesus ,I' Colson said. 

He explained t ha t  i f  the s t a t e  takes the l i f e  of a person "prematurely," i t  denies 
thar peraon the r i gh t  t o  make a decision t o  accept Jesus Chris t ,  and "once you execute 
tha t  man, it 's too l a t e .  I don't think the s t a t e  should play God," he declared. 

Asked what is an e f fec t ive  deterrent  t o  crime i f  cap i ta l  punishment is not,  Colson 
said the grea tes t  de te r ren t  t o  crime i s  "a movement of righteousness across the nation" 
and "when people meet Jesus Chriat p a r s ~ n a l l y . ~ '  

He wae c r i t i c a l  of! Christians who f a i l  t o  l i v e  out t he i r  f a i t h  and convictions, pointing 
out tha t  o m  out of every three Americans contend they a r e  "born again," and yet  the 
values i n  society a t e  hardly ''Christian." 

"If 13 mil l ion Southern Baptietr  r e a l l y  came a l ive ,  and l ived out t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  
Eoday'e eociety, i t  would tu rn  thie country upeide d m , "  Colson maid. 

He acknowledged he did not know where or when a ''movement of righteousness across 
the nation" would begin, but said "perhaps it might begin i n  the  prisons and peniten- 
t i a r i e s "  i n  22 s t a t e s  where Colson is involved i n  a prison fellmuship ministry. 

-more- 
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Colson said he w?s disappointed in the response to his lovie, Born Again, which had 
very poor response in the Bible Belt," perhaps because by th* time it came out the phrnse 
'~orn Again' had worn thin. " 

He also expressed disappointment in the few segnents he saw of the television series 
"Blind Ambition," on Watergate, and was especially critical of the TV documentary, 
"Sacred Straight," which he called "a sham I' because it made prison inmates look like 
animals and use? X-rated language on TV. 

Colhcon said he had no plms ever to enter politics, pointin3 out that he is a convicted 
folon and h ~ s  no right to vote or hold office in his home state. When the governor 
offered t o  reinstate his right to vote and hold office, he declined unless the law 
were changed to allow every other ex-felon the erne privilege. 

By Jim Newton, 9:20 p.m., Tue~day 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Businese, Wednesday Morning 

HOUSTON, June 13--The Southern Baptist Convention spent too much time embroiled in 
discussions about the retirements of top executives during the past year, Baptist pastor 
Jerry Don Abernathy of Tulsa, Okla., said Wednesday. 

Abernathy's concern over the retirement policies affecting denominational employees 
prompted him to intraduce a motion adopted by the convention without dissent that the 
trustees of the boards and agencies consult with the Southern Baptist Annuity Board over 
the development o f  a uniform retirement program. 

Abernsthy, pastor of Innnanuel Baptist Church, said the announcement of the retire- 
ment benefits for Porter Routh of Nashville, stepping down thir year as executive secrs- 
tary treasurer of the convention, and Paul Stevens of Ft. Worth, who retired earlier this 
year as president of the Radio and Television Commission, created the bulk of the discus- 
sion. 

"The adoption of a uniform policy would help us avoid this--and certainly we don't 
need t h i s  type of problem," Abernathy said. He reminded them. the. ilnnunity Board t a a  . 
prmiously .recom&nded the.adoption af a uniform policy. 

The pastor said all Southern Baptists appreciate and desire that denominational 
employees be adequately compensated during their years of labor. 

"A uniform retirement policy will help insure that they can retire with dignity," 
he explained. 

Approved without discussion, the motion states that a report on the interaction 
between the Annuity Board and trustees of the agencies, boards and comiseions, who have 
the responsibility for setting retirement guidelines, be presented at the 1980 convention 
in St. Louis. 

The messengers also approved a motion offered by Owen Cooper, a Yazoo City, Miss., 
business executive and former convention president, that the Christian Life Comission form 
a consortium of religious bodies that would establish a national committee for the 
evaluation and labeling of television programs. 

"Something needs to be done about it (TV programing), and X think one positive 
step is a national committee that could help keep Christians informed about what is being 
broadcast into their homes," he said, 

Cooper said the comittee would look at television-and possibly other entertainment 
media programs--in regards to iiviolence, crime, sexual aberrations, vulgarity and such 
personally and harmful practices as the consumption of beverage alcohol, smoking and drug 
use. " 

An amendment offered by Cooper was accepted by the messengers, asking the convention's 
executive comittee to study funding needs of the proposed committee. 

Also added to the motion was an amendment, offered by William Whitfield, pastor o f  
the Cypresr Shores Baptist Church in Mobile, Ala., stating that the proposed comittee 
would work with "other groups" involved in television program interpretation. 

-30- 

By Bracey Campbell--11: 50 a.m., Wednesday 
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While It Is Yet Day! 

HOUSTON , June 13--The nominations of agency trustees by the Comittae on Boards, 
-@missions and ctanding cornittees was unanimously approved Wednesday by Southern Baptist 
Convention mesasneers vithout discussion when a r~nored alternate conservative slate 
failed to materieliza. 

Kenneth L. Chafin of Eouston, chairman of the committee, said he wanted the messengers 
to clearly understand that the purpose of his committee was simply to nominate. 

"The msssengcrs elect," Chafin eaphasized. 

'Ihe Ccmittcs on Boards, comissions and standing committees nominates members of 
general boards; trustees, directors or boards of institutions; standing committees; members 
of commissi~ns; anL the executive conmitree of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

T h  Conm'ttee on Joards is coxposed of two memb-~s from each qualified state, Including 
one lay  person and one church or denominational employee. 

Chofin said that the nenbers of his committee met and prayed together before beginning 
their mrk of det,~,rr;l:ling vzcancies, and completing the list of nominees published in the 
convention bulleti?. . 

Ch3fJ.n said that the laymen nordnated are Involved in their local church activities, 
as are the c h ~ r c h  and denominational staff. He gave the example of two nominees in his 
report, Dswey Presieg of Sallas, a businessman who is a Sunday School teacher, and Hrs. 
Minnette (Huber) Drumright of Fort Worth, a leader in Woman's Missionary Union and wife 
o f  a se~i;?.ary profcscor. 

me :.aport of the Committee on Cornittees was approved without discussion after 
preseatatic,,fi by Luke i3. Williams Jr.  of San Antonio. Texas, chairman of that committee. 
The Connirrse on Corr,ittees nominated the new Cornittee on Boards. 

Southern Baptist Conv ntion, Houston, June 1244,1979 
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Bold Mission 
While It Is Yet Day! 

Historical Cammisrion Report 

HOUSTON, June 13--Southern Baptiats have a story that needs to be shared with 
their children, who are growing up without denominational awareness, the chaitman of 
the Southern Baptist Historical Commission eaid Wednesday. 

Walter B. Shurdea, the comission'a chiirman, said Southern Baptists' heritage 
can "inspire us as well as guide us.t1 He joined Lynn E. May Jr., the commise5on's 
executive director-treasurer, I n  calling attention to a Baptirt Hexitage earies o f  
10 pauphleta that have been teleaeed to  help Baptists know more of this heritage. 

l1Ilem8mberlng our history is a good way t o  help make some mote history," Shurden 
eaid in the cmission'e report to the Southern Baptist Convention. 

-30- 

By Bob Staaley--ll:30 a.m., Wednesday 
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Bold Mission 

Mrs. Adrian Rogers Interview 
While It Is Yet Day! 

HOUSTON, June 13--":aybe t h e  b e s t  th ing I could do is  s i t  by h i s  s i d e  and be supportive," 
Mrs. Adrian Rogers s a i d  Wednesday a f t e r  he r  husband and pas to r  of Bellevue Bap t i s t  Church 
a t  Memphis, Tenn,, was e lec ted  pres ident  of t h e  13.2 mi l l ion  member denomination. 

Mrs. Rogers, an a t t r a c t i v e  woman with hazel  eyes hidden behind l a r g e  Qlue-framed 
glasses ,  t o l d  r epor te r s  both she  and her  husband "have go t t en  overwhelmed" by Rogers' 
e l e c t i o n  on the  f i r s t  b a l l o t .  

M r s .  Rogers, t h e  former Joyce Gentry of West Palm Beach, Fla. ,  described he r se l f  a s  a 
pereon who has  set p r i o r i t i e s  on being a wife  and a homemaker, a r o l e  she  urges tor married 
women. 

"I be l i eve  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e  of male leadership ,  but do no t  be l i eve  women a r e  
i n f e r i o r .  Adrian doesn ' t  be l i eve  t h a t  I am i n f e r i o r .  HE has designated l o t s  of reaponsi- 
b i l i t y  t o  me. I make m a y  decis ions  because of t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  he  has  delegated t o  me," 
she sa id .  

She s a i d  she has nor  t raveled extensively  wi th  Rogers, bel ieving ins tead  t h a t  h e r  r o l e  
is  t o  be  a t  home with  t h e i r  four  ch i ld r sn .  "Perhaps I w i l l  be  ab le  t o  t r a v e l  more with 
him, now," sha added. 

The F-agers have four ch i ld ren ,  two boys and two g i r l s .  Their  ages range from 1 7  t o  
25. 

Mrs. Rogers becomes animated when she t a l k s  about t h e  r o l e  of women. 

"I suppose if I had a chance t o  speak, i t  would be t o  show the  e r r o r  of what t h e  
feminis ts  and t h e  B i b l i c a l  feminis ts  a r e  saying. I have a s t rong r -ac t ion  aga ins t  secu la r  
feminism. I am not  surprised--grieved, but not  surprised--by what they a r e  saying." 

She spe l l ed  ou t  he r  pos i t ion  by noting: "I be l i eve  w e  (men and women) have e q u a l i t y  
i n  Jesus Chris t .  The Bible  i n d i c a t e s  men and women a r e  o f  equal worth, but they do not 
have the  same funct ions ,"  

Mrs. Rogers is sponsoring a conference on the  r o l e  of women i n  Memphis i n  May of 1980. 
It 1s b i l l e d  a s  t h e  "Mid-America Chr i s t i an  Women's Concer.s conference. " 

The t i t l e  of t h e  conference is  "A Wise Woman Builds," which is  the  desc r ip t ion  a 
f r i end  app l i e s  t o  Mrs. Rogers. "I would say she is a w i s e  woman who bui lds ,"  s a i d  the 
f r i end  . 

The conference, according t o  the  brochure, notes  t h e  Leaders and p a r t i c i p a n t s  "believe 
t h e  Written Word of God is  aur  i n e r r a n t  guide." 

Commenting on rumors t h a t  she had sponsored a breakfas t  meeting p r i o r  t o  h e r  husband's 
e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  purpose of supporting h i s  candidacy a s  a conservative,  she laughl ingly  
sa id :  "I don ' t  understand how th ings  l i k e  t h a t  get s t a r t e d .  

"I d id  have a b reakfas t  meeting, but i t  had no r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  convention a t  a l l ,  I 
have had a burden on my h e a r t  f o r  a long time about feminism i n  our country today, but  I 
have not  seen a real pla t form from which t o  sha re  the  B i b l i c a l  view of woman. 

"1 j u s t  wonted t o  challenge some of my c lose  f r i ends  who I do not  ge t  t o  see except 
a t  the  convention,"  he sa id .  

Breakfast  f o r  about 30 women d e a l t  with t h e  Wise Woman Builds conference, she  explained 

Mrs. Rogers, who appears c o m i t t - l  t o  speaking t o  her  view of t h e  b i b l i c a l  r o l e  of 
women, says she "does not  consider he r se l f  a s  a "mi l i t an t ,  aggressive woman." 

-more- m?,3. 7 -! 5 
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In a question on biblical inerrancy, which has been at issue in this convention, she 
shares her husband's views about the infallibility of the Bible. 

"I share his views; we believe the vast majority of Southern Baptists really love 
God's word. There is a very smali mtnority who don't." 

She added she i s  active in the Woman's Missionary Union organization in her church, 
serving as special projects chairman. "I am very eager that within that, we can Lift 
up tha woman's rale," she said. 

Mrs. Rogers admitted she is unaccustomed to all of the attention from messengers 
and the redia. "I was interviewed for the first tine yesterday (Tuesda:~)." she said. 
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Roundup f o r  Thursday ams 

HOUSTON, June 13--Evan~elist Billy Graham cal led on Southern Daptists Wednesday 
n i ~ h t  t o  carry the  Chris t ian nospel t o  the world with an unparalleled obsession. 

Climaxing a ziant  Bold Hission r ~ l l y  a t  the Astrodome, Graham urced messengers t o  
the 122nd meatinq of the Southern napt i s t  Convention t o  adopt the obsession of missionary 
predecessors and "dare t o  believe God fo r  even greater  things i n  the year t o  come." 

"Let us get on with t h i s  obsession with a new dedication and fervor thn t  we have 
never known before," pleaded thcl Southern Baptis t  evanpelist .  

Grahm made the plea f o r  more missionaries followinp a dramatic show of missionary 
s t rength by the 13.2 mil l ion member denorninetion. 

"In too much of the  world the emphasis has already been sh i f ted  from the Chris t ians 
t o  other relip;ioua and Ideolopies," Graham reminded. "The enthusiasm and the eac r i f i c e  
they show fnr t he i r  he l l a f s  of ten puts our half-hearted e f f o r t s  to  shame." 

"Would tha t  we could be considered "besffie ourselves" so thnt we might a t  least 
demand the world's a t ten t ion  and be as enthus ias t ic  i n  the pursuit  of evangel is t ic  and 
missionary aims a s  they a r e  i n  the pursui t  of t he i r  ends. 

I n  ct c a l l  f o r  commitment t o  the Lordship of Christ ,  C-rahnn asked the messen3ers t o  
consider the  authori ty  they h ~ v e ,  the message they aroclaim, the people they a re ,  and 
the power they have been promised. 

Ear l ie r  i n  the day, Southern R ~ p t i s t  messen3ers received n ?lowing procress report 
from the i r  Foreign %ssion Board which reported a banaer year i n  missionary appoint- 
ments and volunteers. 

For the fourth s t r a igh t  y&-+r,,missionary appppnintments reached a new high with 350. 
an increase of 25 per cent over 1977, 

Somc 2,866,persons, i n c l u d i n ~  31 !Ciselon Service Corps persona, went overseas as 
volunteers to  aid i n  the work of career misslomries ,  the report added. 

Sout!lern Baptis ts  now have 2,906 missionaries under appointment tn  94 countries,  
the report  said.  

Xn a business session, the messensere elected hbner t,fcC.all, president of Boylor 
University, Waco, Tex., as t h e i r  f i r s t  vice president,  and reaffirmed the Scripture 
Section of t he i r  1963 Baptis t  Faith and ?%ssage statement. 

The three-day convention w i l l  close Thursday niyht following addresses by country 
comic Jer ry  Glower, Los hnoeles pastor Emmanuel Scott an4 Russian Baptis t  diaaident 
Pecrrci Vins. 

By Ray Jennings--1l:OO a.m. Wednesday 

Southern Baptist Convention, Houston, Jun 12-14,1979 
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hdrian Rogers Press Conference 

HOUSTON, June 13--Newly-elected Southern Baptist Convention President Adrian 
Rogers of Memphis, Tenn., said i n  h i s  f i r s t  full-fledged news canf erence Wednesday he 
would not favor a "wltch hunt1' investigation of liberalism i n  SDC seminaries, but would 
support such an investigation i f  it ware carr ied aut by a cormnittee tha t  was f a i r  
and balanced. 

Rogers, nominee of what some have described a s  a "conservative po l i t i ca l  machine'' 
within the SBC, a l so  said he hcped thar the kind of po l i t i ca l  organization which led 
to  h i s  elect ion would not be a pat tern fo r  future elections of SBC presidents. 

"I waa not a par t  of this campaign. I never went t o  a s i d e  meeting. I don't 
belong t o  Paige Patteraon or  Judge Paul Presaler,  or  even to t h i r  convention. I 
belong to  the 'Lord Jesus Christ." 

11 t I m not here t o  represent any sp l in ter  croups," he declared. "I 'm here to  
represent the Lord Jeaus Christ,  

"1 love Paisa. Patterson and Judge Paul Pressler ,  but if I: can't  be the president 
of a l l  Southern Baptisthi, then I don't want to be here." 

Patteraon, president of Criawell Center for  Biblical Studies i n  Dallas, and 
Presslrr ,  a Houston appellate courts judge, were reported to  have been the key organizers 
in the campaign to  e l ec t  a convention president who upholds the Bible a s  "the infa l l ib le ,  
inerrant (without error)  Word of God." 

Amplifying the question o f  a eonnnittee t o  inveetigate charges of liberalism i n  
SBC seminaries, Rogers added: "I would not favor any group that  came wtthblaod i n  its 
eye t o  go on a witch hunt.'' 

He added, however, tha t  any "liberalism" is too much if it means tha t  Baptist 
seminaries, agencies, a r  ins t i tu t ions  have employees who doubt the Dible is the authentic, 
i n fa l l i b l e  Word of God. 

Rogers said i n  an opening statement thar  h i s  goals as convention president would 
center of missions, evangelism, f a i t h  i n  Cod's word, and loving each other. 

Declaring he wanted to  be positive i n  hi5 approach, Rogers said "I am not 
against anyone or  anything except the devil  and sin." 

"I want t o  t ry  to  be a good, conservative, soul-winning, Bible-believing, church- 
build- pastor and convention president ," Rogers said. 

H e  eeid he did not agree t o  be nominated for  president of the convention u n t i l  
a f te r  a 2:30 a.m. prayer meeting with two other men i n  h i s  ha t e l  room the night before 
the nomination. 

Duriag that  prayer meeting, he said, "God so came d m  that  tears  of joy" streamed 
d a m  the faces of these i n  the room and he was sure God had spoken t o  him and given him 
aseurance t o  accept the nomination. 

Ro&ers said any plans he might have for  dealing with "liberal" trenda are extremely 
premature. 

"I didn't  have a plan because I war not a candidate," he said. "Motat of what 
X ' 1 1  be doing i s  se t t i ng  a tone." Rogers said Southern napt i r t s  have processes that  
w i l l  remove a-yone who doesn't teach according t o  the Bible. 

"These processes work best  when the body is stronq and healthy. I would l i k e  
t o  help ue be strong and healthy. I would rather  be g iv i ly~ strong doses of vitamSne 
than amputation8 ." .+ . .. , a - i  

Southem Bapyst Convention, Houston, Jun 12-14,1979 



Page 2--Adrian Rogers Press  Conference 

Concerning a resolut ion presented Tuesday by Wayne Dehoney, o f  Louisv i l l e ,  Ky., 
asking reaff i rmat ion of the Scr iptures  sec t ion  of the 1973 Bapt is t  Fai th  and Message State- 
ment, Rogers s a i d  he wished Dehoney would be more s p e c i f i c  i n  what he means by "the 
Bible is t r u t h ,  without any mixture of e r ro r .  .." 

"Some mean one thing,  some another,  and I wish they would c l a r i f y  what they mean. 
If they mean the t r u t h  of the  Bible  i s  t rue ,  t h a t ' r  a nonsensical question." 

Pressed t o  name a former SBC president he considered l i b e r a l ,  Rogers c i t e d  a 
reference by former United S t a t e s  C l n ~ r e s m n  Brooks Hayes o f  Arkansas In h i s  boob, "IS 
the  Bible cr Human Book?" 

Asked f o r  an example of what he means by "inerrancy," he c i t e d  a message by a 
seminary professor who indicated t h a t  one nar ra t ive  o f  God'e crea t ion  o f  man i n  Genesis 
should take precedent over another. 

"Therefore he 's  saying here ' s  a sec t ion  of God's word t h a t  should be  shunted aside.  
That's more than quibbling over t h e  words. I don't care  what you c a l l  i t  a s  long as you 
bel ieve God's Word is God Word." 

Rogers said  he d i d n ' t  favor the  p o l i t i c a l  e f f o r t s  of the  Patterson-Pressler caucus. 
But he added: ''I think what they did has been done s ince  time immemorial." 

"fieir methods a r e  not my methods," he  said. "I have never been a candidate." 

Rogers was asked what he meant i n  a pre-convention statement t h a t  " i f  t h e  l i b e r a l s  
would come t o  the c ross  a l l  Heaven would break loose." 

Be explained t h a t  "a man who doesn't  bel ieve i n  t h e  blood of Jeeus Chr i s t  i s n ' t  a 
Christian," 

Asked i f  he thought any Bapt i s t s  might be offended by the p o l i t i c a l  campaign 
of the  Patterson-Pressler group, Rogers sa id ,  ''I know some people a r e  disgruntled" but  
repeated, "I did not run f o r  the  .off ice ,  I ran from it." He sa id  r a l l i e s  held by the  
group i n  15 s t a t e s  were a s u r p r i s e  t o  him. 

Asked t o  c i t e  similarities between t h i s  and other  SBC pres iden t ia l  campaigns. 
Rogers repeated agaln t h a t  he had never sought the o f f i c e  of president .  

"But I assume there  have always been telephone c a l l s  and people saying, "I . 
think so and so would make a good president." 

A t  the  c lose  of h i s  p ress  conference, Rogers sa id ,  "If you w i l l  give me a chance and 
pray f o r  me, you w i l l  f i n d  m e  t raasparent  loving and posi t ive .  No man i n  t h e  world 
bel ieves  more i n  s o u l  winning and missions, and a l l  you have t o  do is look a t  the  record." 

Rogers said  h i s  church gives  $3,000 per month t o  support Mid America Bapt is t  Seminary 
i n  Memphis, an independent Bapt i s t  seminary which was organized by conservative Southern 
Bapt i s t s  who f e l t  Southern Bapt is t  Convention semlnarles were too l i b e r a l .  

He added the  church gives about $170,000 a r  s i x  percent of i ts t o t a l  budget to  
support world missions. Chris t ian education, and other  benevolent causes through the SBC 
Cooperative Program. 

Rogers sa id  h i s  s a l a r y  a t  Bellevue, including a l l  f r i n e e  benef i t s ,  is just over 
$50,000. 

By J i m  Newton and 'Orville Scott--10:40 s.m.,Wednesday 



Photo Information 

Photo 910 

CAMPUS MINISTERS--Ten 1979-80 officere of the Association of Southern Baptist Campus 
Ministers are (from left) Ron Brown, Roanoke, Va., president; Russ Arch of Pueblo, Colo., 
administration vice president; Sam Carothers, Clarksville, Tenn., membership vice preaident; 
and Burt Purvis, Houston, program vice president. Photo by Tim Fields 

Photo 115 

MINISTERS' WIVES' PICKS--Elected to office at the Southern Baptist Ministers' Wives 
Conference were (from left) Mrs. Ed Hewler t of Rochester, N .Y. , vice president ; Urs . James 
Coggin of Fort Worth, president; Mrs. Gilbert Barrow of Montgomery, Ala., corresponding 
secretary; and Mrs. Mima Chapman of Wichita Falls, Texas, recording secretaryltreasurer. 
Photo by Karen hsmusaen 

Photo #17 

FOES NO LONGER--Charlea Colson, a key figure in the Watergate political scandal, who n w  
operator a christian ministry to prison inmates, held a presa conference at the S u m i t  
just prior to addreesing the Southern Baptist Convention. Photo by Mark Sandlin 


