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February 16, 1978
Former Sugar Cane Plantation
Opens As Theological College

By John J. Hurt

BRIDGETOWN Barbados (BP)--The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board has turned
a 20-acre sugar plantation near this Caribbean city into the Barbados Baptist Theological
College, serving the Caribbean.
I

There is more to the transformation than changing a farm to a seminary.
A concrete block building which once wa s a garage and pig pen is now a chapel; the
tractor shed will be a boys' dormitory; the dairy shed will be the girls' dormitory; a two-car
garage will become a medical clinic; the fertilizer shed wUI be the dining hall and the
plantation staff quarters will some day be the kitchen.
Only the plantation home, catalogued for administration and academic facilities, still
resembles original construction. Second-floor bedrooms are used temporarily for work
crews like those who came from North Carolina and Kansas, and other guests.
Charles W. Bryan, Foreign Mission Board secretary for Middle America and the Caribbean,
h lped dedicate the college recently with William L. Womack, the school's missionary
president, who recently completed studies for a doctor of ministries degree from Midwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Mo.
Horace O. Russell, Jamaican pastor and Caribbean Baptist leader, in the dedicatory
address pointed out that the college was established "because of the growing understanding
between Caribbean Baptists and a new understanding of North American Baptists in an
end avor to contribute to the spectrum of Christian witness, truths, values and gifts which
God has given to Baptists as a trust for the whole Christian church."
Russell noted the three students enrolled here and reminded his audience that the
theological college he attended in Jamaica originally started more than a century ago with
just five students and a tutor.
Southern Baptists launched this institution with an investment of $100,000 and about
$9,000 spent in the renovation, now about a fourth complete.
Womack, a watchmaker and tax collector in Fredericktown, Mo., before entering the
ministry, has a dream of enrolling seven students by the end of the year, ~O to 24 in two
years, and adding another missionary to help him teach.
The college is working toward a standardized theological study program for each of th
islands, somewha t like seminary extension centers in the Southern Baptist Convention,
with graduation here after some classroom work.
-30-

Hurt, retired editor of Texas' Baptist Standard, recently returned from a tour of Southern
Baptist work in Middle America and the caribbean.
(BP) Photo mailed to state Baptist papers by Richmond Bureau of Baptist Press.
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February 16, 1978
Baptists Overseas
Exceed One Million

RICHMOND (BP) -- Baptists overseas in churches related to Southern Baptist mission work
numbered more than one million at the end of 1977, an addition of more than 165,000 peopl during
last year.
In addition to increases in church membership, reports from overseas Southern Baptist
mission organizations indicate that baptisms and the number of churches also increased
substantially. While church membership was up more than 10 percent, baptisms incr ased
more than 15 percent, and number of churche s about 6 percent.
These figures compare favorably with the 1976 increases of 406 percent in baptisms,
1.2 percent in membership, and 5.7 percent in number of churches.
"This is a most encouraging increase in baptisms," said Winston Crawley, director of
the overseas division of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. "In fact, it is an outstanding
gain," he added. "However, growth in the number of churches seems to be holding fairly
steady and needs to increase if we're to move in the direction of a 10-fold increase by the
end of the century. "
crawley noted that reports indicate that the number of baptisms and church membership
in some countries seem to have dropped in 1977, but cautioned that this may be due to
incomplete or inaccurate reports.
"In many countries keeping accurate church records is not part of their culture," he
explained. "In those cases, approximate numbers are sometimes reported. "
Areas where Baptist growth has been particularly significant include countries in Africa,
parts of the Middle East, and East Asia.
Kenya, Liberia, Nigeria, and Togo all reported increases of at least 25 percent. In
Kenya, baptisms more than doubled, jumping from 2,844 in 1976 to 6,938 in 1977. Crawl y
attributed increases in these African countries to a "religious change that seems to be
sweeping the entire continent." Many people who previously held to tribal religions are
moving to urban areas and embracing other religions, he said. Large numbers of these are
becoming Christians.
Although the actual number of baptisms is small in Middle East countries, increases are
proportionately substantiaL Iran, Jordan, Lebanon and Libya all reported increases in
excess of 175 percent, and Turkey reported an 80 percent increase.
other countries which reported significant increases in baptisms include Taiwan and
Singapore in East and Southeast Asia; Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, Mexico, Panama and
Ecuador in Latin America; and Austria and Belgium in Europe.
Other year-end figures include total income for the Foreign Mission Board of nearly
$63 million,
an increase of 7 •96 percent over 1976.
-30-
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Hungarian Ambassador
Visits Home Mission Board
ATLANTA (BP)--Ferenc Esztergalyos, ambassador of the Hungarian People's Republic,
visited the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board to discuss the board's work with Hungarian
Baptists.
Esztergalyos talked with Oscar Romo, director of the department of language missions,
and with Alexander Haraszti, general secretary of the Hungarian Baptist Union of North America.
During the discussion, Esztergalyos urged Romo to accept an invitation to visit Hungarian
Baptist churches later this year.
"We had a very interesting discussion concerning the job of the Home Mission Board," the
ambassador said. "I was very glad to learn of your work with ethnic groups and in particular
with Hungarians. Not only are you doing religious work, but you are helping to preserve the
cultural heritage of Hungarians. II
Esztergalyos, who has been Hungary's ambassador to the United States for three years,
was in Atlanta on other business when he visited the HMB at the invitation of Romo and
Haraszti.
"I try to travel as much in the country as possible. 1 believe it is the task of an
ambassador to learn about the country. I try to learn about the culture here and to speak
about my own country. The knowledge (of Hungary) is not very large, II he said.
He said he seeks direct contact lito fight against the 9hosts--sometimes they are not
ghosts--of misunderstanding between countries. Sometime it is tougher to tear it (misunderstanding) down.
III

believe the task of an ambassador is to help people come together, II he added.

Esztergalyos said he believes the trip evangelist Billy Graham made to Hungary "was
very good for both sides."
However, he noted he is not involved in religious work because "it is not the task
of an ambassador to devote himself to any kind of religious work. II
Romo, asked about his invitation to visit Hungary, said details of the visit have not
been worked out and that he must receive approval from the HMB directors to make such a
trip.
Texans Seek to Double
Mission Gifts by 1982

-30-
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DALLAS (BP)--On the heels of substantial increases in membership and financial giving last
year, the Baptist General Convention of Texas (BGGT) aims to double mission gifts in five
years to help reach the world with the gospel of Christ.
"By achieving the goal, our churches would give more than $50 million for worldwid
mission causes, II said James H. Landes, BGGT executive director.
Also, the 2 .I-million-member BGGT is involved with 10 million other Southern Baptists
in a "Bold Mts ston" thrust to secure 5,000 short-term volunteer missionaries by 1982.
The volunteer Missions Service Corps will supplement the work of Southern Baptist
career missionaries which now number about 5,000 in more than 90 countries.
During 1977, the 4,000 churches increased their mission giving by about $2.5 million
through the Southern Baptist Convention I s Cooperative Program (unified budget) to $26.2
million. Total gifts by members through the churches was $300 million.
Under the S-year plan, the Southern Baptist churches in Texas are challenged to give
about $200 million for world missions through 1982. Gifts of all Southern Baptist churches
during the period would be about $1.2 billion.
Last year, Texas Baptist churches reported about 2,000 fewer baptisms (52,600) than th
previous year, but total membership in the churches rose by about 25,000 to 2,124,800
-30-
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Overseas Conventions
Send Missionaries, Too
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By Irma Duke

RICHMOND, Va. (BP) --Christians in the United States didn't wait until everyone in
America was converted before trying to spread the gospel overseas, and overseas Christians
aren't waiting either.
A number of the overseas conventions with which Southern Baptists are related now have
their own home or foreign missionary sending organizations and some have both.
Brazil, for example, is one of Southern Baptists' oldest and biggest mission fields, with
267 missionaries serving there today. Yet Brazilian Baptists have their own Foreign Misslon
Board, started in 1907, just 25 years after the first Southern Baptist related church was
organized. Today this board has 49 mlssionaries in eight countrles.
In addition, Brazilian Baptists support more than 160 active home missionaries working
tn evangelism, church planting, education, radio and benevolent ministries.
Another South American country, Argentina, began sending financial aid for Baptist work
in ChUe in 1908, the year the Argentine Baptist Convention was organized. Its first foreign
missionary arrived in Paraguay in 1919. Argentine Baptists today have some 30 home
missionaries.
Many other national conventions, associations and local churches sponsor their own
missionaries overseas, even though Southern Baptists are still sending missionaries to them.
Overseas Baptists support their mission outreach in a variety of ways, including budget
allocations and special offerings. The China Baptist Convention in Taiwan (Republic of China)
allocates one-third of its budget for overseas miss ions and one-fourth for home missions.
and it has been supporting miss lonaries only since 1957.
The Baptist Women's Union of Japan has a world missions offering. The goal for its 1976
World Baptist Week of Prayer offering was $58,620 and $34,000 of that went to the work of
Japan Baptist foreign missionaries in Brazil. Another $10,300 went for other foreign fields.
Nearly $4,000 was sent to the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board in Richmond, Va., for
use in world missions work.
In some cases, missionary support is shared by two conventions. The Jamaican missionaries who serve in Grenada, the Hecford Sharpes, are receiving all personal financial support
from the Jamaican Convention whlle the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board supports the
programs with which the couple is related, according to Elaine (Mrs. Manget) Herrin,
Southern Baptist missionary press representative in Grenada.
Winston Crawley, overseas division director for the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, points out that the sending of missionaries is based on two major factors--spiritual need
and the nature of the Christian experience itself which makes a person want to share the gospel.
"We rejoice at this sign of growing strength in young conventions overseas, II he says,
but adds that Southern Baptists cannot afford to relax in their worldwide mission efforts.
The fact that overseas conventions are sending their own missionaries is a sign of maturing
and strength but it is not a sign that the lr countries are fully evangelized, he emphasizes.
"We still need to help in such countries," he explains, "because of their spiritual need
and because of our obligation as Christians. II
-30-
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February 16, 1978
Form r Sugar Cane Plantation
Opens As Theological College

By John J. Hurt

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados (BP)--The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board has turned
a 20-acre sugar plantation near this Caribbean city into the Barbados Baptist Theological
College, serving the Caribbean.
There is more to the transformation than changing a fann to a seminary.
A concrete block building which once was a garage and pig pen is now a chapel; th
tractor shed will be a boys' dormitory; the dairy shed wWbe the girls' dormitory; a two-car
garage will become a medical c11nic; the fertilizer shed will be the dining hall and the
plantation staff quarters will some day be the kitchen.
Only the planta tion home, catalogued for administra tion and academic facUiti s, still
resembles original construction. Second-floor bedrooms are used temporarUy for work
crews like those who came from North Carolina and Kansa s, and other guests.
Charles W. Bryan, Foreign Mission Board secretary for Middle America and th Caribbean,
h lp d d dicate the college recently with William L. Womack, the school's missionary
president, who recently completed studies for a doctor of ministries degree from Midwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Mo.
Horace O. Russell, Jamaican pastor and Caribbean Baptist leader, in the dedicatory
addr ss pointed out that the college was established "because of the groWing und rstanding
betw en Caribbean Baptists and a new understanding of North American Baptists in an
end avor to contribute to the spectrum of Christian witness, truths, values and gifts which
God has given to Baptists as a trust for the whole Christian church."
Russell noted the three students enrolled here and reminded his audience that the
th ological college he attended in Jamaica Originally started more than a century ago with
Just five students and a tutor.
Southern Baptists launched this institution with an investment of $100,000 and about
$9,000 spent in the renovation, now about a fourth complete.
Womack, a watchmaker and tax collector in Fredericktown, Mo., before entering th
ministry, has a dream of enrolling seven students by the end of the year, ~O to 24 in two
years, and adding another missionary to help him teach.
The college is working toward a standardized theological stu(iy program for each of th
islands, somewhat like seminary extension centers in the Southern Baptist Convention,
with graduation here after some classroom work.

-30Hurt, retired editor of Texas' Baptist Standard, recently returned from a tour of Southern
Baptist work in Middle America and the Caribbean.
(BP) Photo mailed to state Baptist papers by Richmond Bureau of Baptist Press.
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February 16, 1978
Baptists Overseas
Exceed One Million

RICHMOND (BP)--Baptists overseas in churches related to Southern Baptist mission work
numbered more than one million at the end of 1977, an addition of more than 165,000 people during
last year.
In addition to increases in church membership, reports from overseas Southern Baptist
mission organizations indicate that baptisms and the number of churches also increased
substantially. While church membership was up more than 10 percent, baptisms increased
mor than 15 percent, and number of churches about 6 percent.
These figures compare favorably with the 1976 increases of 4.6 percent in baptisms,
1.2 percent 1n membership, and 5.7 percent in number of churches.
"This is a most encouraging increase in baptisms," said Winston Crawley, director of
the overseas division of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. "In fact, it is an outstanding
gain, II he added. "However, growth in the number of churches seems to be holding fairly
steady and need s to increa se if we're to move in the direction of a 10-fold increa se by the
end of the century. "
Crawley noted that reports indicate that the number of baptisms and church membership
in some countries seem to have dropped in 1977, but cautioned that this may be due to
incomplete or inaccurate reports.
"In many countries keeping accurate church records is not part of their culture, " h
explained. "In those cases, approximate numbers are sometimes reported. "
Areas where Baptist growth has been particularly significant include countries in Africa,
parts of the Middle East, and East Asia.
Kenya, Liberia, Nigeria, and Togo all reported increases of at least 25 percent. In
Kenya, baptisms more than doubled, jumping from 2,844 in 1976 to 6,938 In 1977. Crawley
attributed increases in these African countries to a "religious change that seems to be
sweeping the entire continent." Many people who previously held to tribal religions are
moving to urban areas and embracing other religions, he said. Large numbers of these are
becoming Christians.
Although the actual number of baptisms is small in Middle East countries, increases are
proportionately substantial. Iran, Jordan, Lebanon and Libya all reported increases in
excess of 175 percent, and Turkey reported an 80 percent increase.
Other countries which reported significant increases in baptisms include Taiwan and
Singapore in East and Southeast Asia; Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, Mexico, Panama and
Ecuador in Latin America; and Austria and Belgium in Europe.
Other year-end figures include total income for the Foreign Mission Board of nearly
$63 million,
an increase of 7.96 percent over 1976.
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Hungarian Ambassador
Visits Home Mis sian Board
ATLANTA (BP)--Ferenc Esztergalyos, ambassador of the Hungarian People's Republic,
visited the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board to discuss the board's work with Hungarian
Baptists.
Esztergalyos talked with Oscar Romo, director of the department of language missions,
and with Alexander Haraszti, general secretary of the Hungarian Baptist Union of North America.
During the discussion, Esztergalyos urged Romo to accept an invitation to visit Hungarian
Baptist churches later this year.
"We had a very interesting discussion concerning the job of the Home Mission Board," the
ambassador said. "I was very glad to learn of your work with ethnic groups and in particular
with Hungarians. Not only are you doing religious work, but you are helping to preserve th
cultural heritage of Hungarians. II
Esztergalyos, who has been Hungary's ambassador to the United States for three years,
was in Atlanta on other business when he visited the HMB at the invitation of Romo and
Haraszti.
III try to travel as much in the country as possible. I believe It is the task of an
ambassador to learn about the country. I try to learn about the culture here and to speak
about my own country. The knowledge (of Hungary) is not very large, II he said.

He said he seeks direct contact "to fight against the 9hosts--sometimes they are not
ghosts--of misunderstanding between countries. Sometime it is tougher to tear it (misunderstanding) down.
III believe the task of an ambassador is to help people come together," he added.

Esztergalyos said he believes the trip evangelist Billy Graham made to Hungary "was
very good for both sides."
However, he noted he is not involved in religious work because "it is not the task
of an ambassador to devote himself to any kind of religious work."
Romo, asked about his invitation to visit Hungary, said details of the visit have not
been worked out and that he must receive approval from the HMB directors to make such a
trip.
Texans Seek to Double
Mission Gifts by 1982

-30-
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DALLAS (BP)--On the heels of substantial increases in membership and financial giving last
year, the Baptist General Convention of Texas (BGGT) aims to double misston gifts in five
years to help reach the world with the gospel of Christ.
"By achieving the goal, our churches would give more than $50 million for worldwide
mission causes," Said James H. Landes, BGCT executive director.
Also, the 2 .1-million-member BGCT is involved with 10 million other Southern Baptists
in a "Bold Mission" thrust to secure 5,000 short-term volunteer missionaries by 1982.
The volunteer Missions Service Corps will supplement the work of Southern Baptist
career missionaries which now number about 5,000 in more than 90 countries.
During 1977, the 4,000 Churches increased their mission giving by about $2.5 million
through the Southern Baptist Convention's Cooperative Program (unified budget) to $26.2
million. Total gifts by members through the churches was $300 million.
Under the 5-year plan, the Southern Baptist churches in Texas are challenged to giv
about $200 mUlion for world missions through 1982. Gifts of all Southern Baptist church s
during the period would be about $1.2 billion.
Last year, Texas Baptist churches reported about 2,000 f wer baptisms (52 ~600) than the
previous year, but total membership in the churches rose by about 25,000 to 2,] 24 ~ 800
-30-
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Inna Duke

RICHMOND, Va. (BP) --Christians in the United States didn't wait unttl everyone in
America was converted before trying to spread the gospel overseas, and overseas Christians
aren't waiting either.
A number of the overseas conventions with which Southern Baptists are related now have
their own home or foreign missionary sending organizations and some have both.
Brazil, for example, is one of Southern Baptists' oldest and biggest mission fLelds, with
267 missionaries serving there today. Yet Brazilian Baptists have their own Foreign Mission
Board, started in 1907, just 25 years after the first Southern Baptlst related church was
organized. Today this board has 49 missionaries in eight countries.
In addition, Brazllian Baptists support more than 160 active home missionaries working
In evangelism, church planting, education, radio and benevolent ministries.
Another South American country, Argentina, began sending financial aid for Baptist work
in Chile In 1908, the year the Argentine Baptist Convention was organized. Its first foreign
missionary arrived in Paraguay in 1919. Argentine Baptists today have some 30 home
missionaries.
Many other national conventions, associations and local churches sponsor their own
missionaries overseas, even though Southern Baptists are st11l sending missionaries to them.
Overseas Baptists support their mission outreach in a variety of ways, including budget
allocations and special offerings. The China Baptist Convention in Taiwan (Republic of China)
allocates one-third of its budget for overseas missions and one-fourth for home missions,
and it has been supporting missionaries only since 1957.
The Baptist Women's Union of Japan has a world missions offering. The goal for its 1976
World Baptist Week of Prayer offering was $58,620 and $34,000 of that went to the work of
Japan Baptist foreign missionaries in Brazil. Another $10,300 went for other foreign fields.
Nearly $4,000 was sent to the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board in Richmond, Va., for
use in world missions work.
In some cases, missionary support is shared by two conventions. The Jamaican missionaries who serve in Grenada, the Hecford Sharpes, are receiving all personal financial support
from the Jamaican Convention wh11e the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board supports the
programs with which the couple is related, according to Elaine (Mrs. Manget) Herrin,
Southern Baptist missionary press representative in Grenada.
Winston Crawley, overseas division director for the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, points out that the sending of missionaries is based on two major factors--spiritual need
and the nature of the Christian experience itself which makes a person want to share the gospel.,
"We rejoice at this sign of growing strength in young conventions overseas," he says,
but adds that Southern Baptists cannot afford to relax in their worldwide mission efforts.
The fact that overseas conventions are sending their own missionaries Is a sign of maturing
and strength but it is not a sign that their countr1es are fully evangelized, he emphasizes.
"We still need to help in such countries," he explains, "because of thelr spiritual need
and because of our obUgation as Christians."
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