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April 17, 1973
McCall Plans sac Motion
To Transfer Stewardship
LOUISVILLE (BP) --The president of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary here, Duke K.
McCall, has notified Southern Baptist Convention leaders that he plans to introduce a motion
at the denomination's convention in Portland, Ore., which would ultimately dissolve the
Stewardship Commission as an agency of the convention.
The motion. almost identical to one which was defeated at the 1973 convention in Philadelphia. would transfer the programs now assigned to the Stewardship Commission to the BRC
Executive Committee, effective Oct. 1, 1974.
If McCall's motion is presented, and approved by both the convention in Portland in 1973
and Dallas in 1974. it would mean in effect that the Stewardship Commission would, be dissolve:l
as a convention agency, and its programs would be transferred to the SBC Executive Committee,

McCall, who was executive secretary of the SBC Executive Committee before becoming
president of Southern Seminary here in 1951, detailed his plans to make the motion in a letter
to Baptist Press, to the president and secretary of the SBC, and to the executive secretaries
of the Stewardship Commission and Executive Committee.
Writing in the October, 1972, issue of The Tie, the seminary's alumni publication, McCal.:
argued that the defeat of the recommendation from the Committee of Fifteen, a subcommittee 0:
the SBC Executive Committee assigned to study the structure of the SBC, was a "blunder"
and gave notice of his intention to see that the issue "gets a full airing" when the sac meets
in Portland, June 12-14.
McCall charged that the matter was not well handled at the convention in Philadelphia,
and that the messengers were told that if they defeated a motion to refer the recommendation
back for further study, information would be forthcoming in a debate pettod. But after the votp
to refer was defeated, the convention quickly went on to defeat the original recommendation,
without any additional debate or information.
IIThis leftover matter must be reviewed in the convention in Portland in 1973. II McCall
wrote in The Tie. liThe Lord willing, I intend to see that the issues get a full airing without
the restraint and suspicion that it is a power grab by the Executive Committee. II
McCall, in telephone interview I admitted he is likely to draw critioism by bringing up the
matter personally, since there is a tradition that one sac agency head n~ver speaks on t.he
floor of the convention against another SBC agency.
He was quick to point out that he was "motivated neither by opposiUon to the
Commission nor support of the Executive Committee ... 1 have no ax to gr(nd."

Steward~hir

Asked why he planned to make the motion I McCall responded: "Frankly, I think the
Cooperative Program will grow at a faster pace, and thereby theological education will be
better undergirded" with promotion of the Cooperative Program placed under the sac Executive
Committee than under the Stewardship Commisaion.
"The very character of the sac makes the SBC Executive Committee the stackpole of our
cooperative efforts, including cooperation between the SBC and state conventions," McCall
said. Thus I he argued, the executive secretaries of the state co~vAe.Jl{~\Cm.~~Biha~1ve
secretary of the sac Executive Committee are the key persons in l{9F,1U~\nUomeA~iJll,e
Program.
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McCall said he did not feel the state executive secretaries were as enthusiastic in their
promotion of the Cooperative Program as they should be, primarily because they feel they are
left out of the planning process.
McCall said he had written to each of the state executive secretaries of the state conventions, and that all but two of those who responded had favored his proposal to transfer the
stewardship functions from the Stewardship Commission to the SBC Executive Committee.
McCall's proposal in The Tie, however, drew strong criticism from an editorial in The
Capital Baptist by editor James O. Duncan, who also serves as the state stewardship secretary
of the District of Columbia Baptist Convention.
Duncan questioned why McCall had not polled the state stewardship secretaries to get
their views as well as the state executive secretaries. "Since when do we turn such decisions
over to about 25 people?" he asked.
"The Stewardship Commission is doing a fine job," Duncan's editorial concluded. "The
work of the commission is growing. The commission needs our support, not some who keep
trying to abolish it. "
In Nashville, the executive secretary of the SBC Stewardship Commission, James Lackey,
3 aid he had not had an opportunity to discuss with McCall his propo 3al.
Lackey said that when McCall's article appeared in The Tie, he wrote to the seminary
president, and invited him to come to Nashville to discuss the matter with the staff and see
what the commission is alre'Jdy doing to promote the Cooperative Program. McCall did not
respond to the letter, Lackey said.
In a telephone interview, McCall conceded that the Stewardship Commission was indeed
doing a good job. "Thank God for that. While the present system is not failing, surely there
is a better way. "
What we are talking about, McCall said, is not" good vs. bad," but "good vs. better."
McCall said he felt the issue was important enough for a full airing and discussion at
the Portland convention.

-30Arkansas College Names
Nicholas New President

5/17/73

WALNUT RIDGE, Ark. (BP) --Trustees of Southern Baptist College here have elected D.
Jack Nicholas, 40-year-old chairman of the Baptist junior college's department of psychology,
as president of the school, effective July 1.
Nicholas, who has also served as executive vice president of Southern Baptist College,
will succeed H. E. Williams who is retiring after 32 years as president. Williams is the first
and only preVious president of the school.
Williams said that Nicholas is "eminently qualified by background, edpcatlon, experience
and Christian commitment to become the second president of the institution."
The president of the school's board of trustees, Padgett C. Cope, praised both Williams
and Nicholas for their leadership abilities. "The college has had a glorious past," Cope said.
"I predict that it will have an even greater future under the leadership of Dr. Nicholas."
Nicholas has been pastor of Baptist churches in Arkansas, Missouri, Tennessee and
Texas, and was professor of psychology at California Baptist College, Riverside, Calif. ,
before coming to the Southern Baptist College faculty.
-more-
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He also has been guest professor of psychology at Arkansas State University, Jonesboro,
Ark. At Southern Baptist College here, he has held administrative responsibllities in addition
to teaching as executive vice president and as director of student personnel services.
He is a graduate of Arkansas State University, Jonesboro; Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Fort Worth: and North Texas State University, Denton, Tex., where he earned the
doctor of education deqree and was a teaching fellow.
Last year I Nicholas was recipient of the dis tinguished alumni citation from Southern
Baptist College. He 1s Hsted in Outstanding Young Men of America, Who's Who in American
Education, Outstanding Educators of America, and Who's Who in the South and Southwest.

He is married to the former Martha Ann Williams of Walnut Ridge daughter of the .
-current president.
I
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April 17, 1973
Supreme Court Hears
Five Parochiaid Cases
WASHINGTON (BP)--A major battle in the war for and against public aid to parochial schools
was fought before the U.S. Supreme Court here in a three and one-half hour legal debate involving five cases from two states.
At issue were questions involving state maintenance and upkeep for nonpublic schools,
tax remissions to parents paying tuition in nonpublic schools, income tax deductions for tuition
paid to nonpublic schools, and direct payments to parents with children in nonpublic schools.
Three of the cases arose in court tests of a 1972 New York law and two of the cases came
from contests over a 1972 Pennsylvania law.
l'he New York cases are PEARL v. Nyquist, Anderson v. PEARL, and Cherry v. PEARL.
(PEARL is the N. Y. Committee on Public Education and Religious Liberty, a broad coalition of
civil liberty and church-related organizations.)
The Pennsylvania cases are Sloan v. Lemon and Crouter v. Lemon.
So important did the Supreme Court consider these cases that it allotted two hours to the
New York cases and one and one-half hours to the Pennsylvania cases. In addition, the court
heard the cases side-by-s ide and, contrary to its traditions I extended the time 30 minutes
beyond the normal adjournment hour.
Some of the biggest names in church-state litigation in recent years faced each other during
this lengthy Supreme Court hearing. For the states and arguing for public aid to nonpublic
schools were Mrs. Jean M. Coon, assistant solicitor general of New York, and Israel Packel,
attorney general for Pennsylvania.
Facing each other on opposite sides were two of the best known church-state attorneys in
private practice. Leo Pfieffer, a New York attorney, represented PEARL. William B. Ball, a
noted Catholic Philadelphia lawyer, took the side of the parochial schools.
Others in the cases were John F. Haggerty and Peter M.Chandler New York private attorneys
who took the side of the private schools. Pennsylvania private attorneys, Theodore R. Mann and
Henry T . Reath, also participated.
I

At stake in these cases are not only New York and Pennsylvania laws to aid parochial
schools but also President Nixon's proposals for tax credits to aid the nation's private schools.
Pending before the House Committee on Ways and Means in the U.S. Congress are
tax reform proposals granting tax credits to aid parochial schools. Similar proposals in many
of the states await the decision of the Supreme Court which probably will corne toward the end
of June at the close of the current term of the court.
Not unrelated to the cases are the concerns of many throughout the nation who are
establishing private schools in a revolt against public schools and in an effort to avoid desegregation orders of the courts. If a court-approved method of giving public aid to private schools
can be established, it is anticipated that the private school movement will develop faster.
The New York law at issue provides:
-more-
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1. Maintenance and upkeep of nonpublic schools in order to protect the health and safety
of the students;
2. Tax remissions to parents with a gross taxable income of less than $5, 000 who paid
tuition to nonpublic schools, and
3. "Balloon" deductions from New York adjusted gross incomes of up to $1, 000 per child
enrolled in nonpubl1c schools.
A three judge federal court in New York ruled the first two of these provisions unconstitutional, but approved the third in a 2-1 decision. The U.S. Supreme Court is being asked to
rule on the constitutionality of all three.
The Pennsylvania law at issue provides for a direct payment to parents of $75 for each
child in elementary nonpublic school and $150 for each child in a secondary nonpublic school.
A three-judge federal district court in Pennsylvania ruled these payments unconstitutional.
In summJry, the argument against these laws is that they provide unconstitutional public
tax aid to private religious schools.
A summary of the argument for the laws is that the aid given is not for religious purposes
but as relief to private school parents and as protection against public school costs in the
event that the parochial schools close and pour their pupils into the public schools.
-30-

Hazel Rodgers Named
To Texas Baptist Staff

4/17/73

DALlAS (BP)--Hazel L. Rodgers, adult work consultant in the Sunday School department of
the Baptist Sunday School Board in Nashville since 1957, has been named to fill a vacancy in
the Texas Baptist Sunday School division here.
Miss Rodgers will replace Richard F. Sims as adult work consultant for the Baptist General
Convention of Texas. Sims, a convention staffer since 1968, will become Texas Baptist
Sunday School administration consultant.
The Texas Baptist State Missions Commission also named Preston M. Denton, superintendent of missions for the Chicago Baptist Association, to fill the position of superintendent of
missions for the Lakeland Baptist A ssociation in the Milwaukee-Kenosha, Wis., area.
Texas Baptists playa supporting role in Southern Baptist work in Minnesota-Wisconsin.
Named to another pos t was Wayne McDill, pastor of Central Baptist Church in Hillsboro,
Tex. , as crusade evangelism associate in the Evangelism DiVision. He replaces James Hester
who resigned last year to join an evangelistic association.
-30-

