N UA o B Gh 0N N AN ) o B M a8 B M

. News Bervice of the Southern Baptist Convention 460 James Robertson Parkway
E Nashville, Tennessee 37219
N AN F I Telephone (615) 244-2355
E A U n W. C. Fields, Director

producad by Baptist Press Jim Newton, Assistant Director

May 25, 1970

MK Coed, Off To Zanmbia,
Ponders Campus Problems
by June P. Carter

RICHMOND (BP)--"It's Fantastic," she said, "--the pull to go back."

Esther Small, a missionary kid (MK) who grew up in Africa, spoke wistfully of such things
as the rainy season in Zambia as she chatted with a visitor at Westhampton College on The
University of Richmond campus.

"You miss it,"” she said with a note of nostélgia in her voice,

Not quite 18, she would soon be taking the final exams that would wind up her freshman
year therc. Then, three days later, she would take a flight to rejoin her parents, Southern
Baptist Missionaries Tom and Mary Small, and her two younger brothers, for the summier vacation.

This yecar, for the first time, she was separated from her paremts-~they are half-a-world
avay in Zambia, in the heart of Southern Africa. Except cduring furloughs in the states,
Esther spent most of her school years in Zambia.

Although being an MK often involves loneliness and scparation from loved ones, 1t does
offor compensations, Esther cites liack of srejudice and the opportunity to travel as two
of them, Because she has traveled cxtensively--she has also been in Europe and the Middle
East--she believes her view of the world is wider than that of many people., "A friend of
nince thinks the United States is the world, and his mother thinks Virginia ist"

National allegiance for a MK is not the problem some might think. Although Esther
loves Africa dearly and has spent little time in her mative land, she is very much aware of
being an American.

Esther talked about campus disorder: Students nced to be concerned about vital issucs,
but she neither agrees with strikes and violence nor sces the logic in using violence as a
means of protasting violence and war.

She believes some of the unrest comes from pre-cxamination tension: "Everybody's all
keyed up at exanm time.! Some students, in her opinion, strike simply to avoid cxaminations,
krowing they will get comnplimentary mid-semester grades at the end of the term without the
agony of exans.

Vielence, she said, can crupt from peaceful gotherings of concerned students, vhen
one or two agitators become emotional and others fall under their influence..

"The college and university students of today," she added, 'are the leaders of tomorrow.
The best way they can change things is to stay in school and get the cducation they need for
the job ahcad. Even if your classcs don't relate to what you're going to be doing later,
and even if they don't come up to what you expect, there's still a discipline to education
that is valuable.”

Esther isn't altogether surc of her goals yet., She is considering a medical career, so
her major is biology. Dut she isn't sure how well medicine and marriage will mix, and she
hasn't ruled out marriage.

Esthex said that when her family lived on the Sanyati Reserve in Rhodesia she first
became interested in medicine through being around the Baptist Hospital there with "Uncle
Giles and Aunt Wana Ann, They are Dr. and Mrs. M. Giles Fort, who have scrved as medical
nissionarics at Sanyati Baptist Hospital for almost 17 years,

Unlike many missionary children, she is not bi-lingual. Various dialects arc spoken in
Zanbia, but the country's official language is English. "I know greatings and a few other
vords in Nyanja," she said, “but I doubt I'd be able to ask the time of day fluently."

I1f she does go into medicine she may practice in the United States, or she may return
to her beloved Africa. Another possibility exists: Since hex visit to the Middle East last
sumer she has decided that "once you've been there you want to go back."

Esther doesn't know whether her possible future in medicine will includemissions. "But
I can't scc myself set up in an office making lots of moncy. That's not what I want. Wher-
cver I am, I want to be helping people. Where you are docsn't matter; the important thing
is what you're doing. Teople are people no matter where you are,"

~30-

BP PHCTO TO BE MAILED TO STATE BAPTIST PAPERS,




BUREAUSB

ATLANTA Walker L. Knight, Chief, 1350 Spring St., N.W., Atlanta, Ga, 30309, Telephone (404) 873-4041
DALLAS Billy Keith, Chief, 103 Baptist Building, Dallas, Texas 75201, Telephone (214) 741-1996

NASHVILLE (Baptist Sunday School Board) Lynn M. Davis, Jr., Chief, 127 Ninth Ave., N., Nashville, Tenn. 37203,
Telephone (615) 254-1631

RICHMOND Jesse G. Fletcher, Acting Chief, 3806 Monument Ave., Richmond, Va. 23230, Telephone
(703) 3530151

WASBHINGTUN W. Barry Garrett, Chief, 200 Maryland Ave., N.E., Washington, D.C. 20002, Telephone
(202) 544-4226

May 25, 1970

Top SBC Churches in Evangelisnm
Depend on Sunday School as Tool

NASHVILLE (BP)~--~Pastors whosc churches led the Southexn Baptist Convention in evangel-
ism during 1969 credited the Sunday School organization for their success,

"The pastor will do a more productive job in cvangelisn if he will use the Sunday School
as his primary tool," said John A, Turpin, pastor of Beth Haven Baptist Church, Valley
Station, Ky,

The Beth Haven church led the Southern Baptist Convention both in the number of baptisms,
and the comparative rate of baptisms in relation to Sunday School enrollment, a new system
of comparing baptisms among Southern Baptist chuches devised by the rescarch and statistics
department of the Southern Baptist Sunday School Beard,

Beth Haven Baptist Church, which baptized 576 persens in 1969, led the SBC in rate of
baptisms forx churches with 1,500 or more enrolled in Sunday Scheol, Based on the number of
baptisms for cvery 1,000 persons enrolled in Sunday School, Beth Haven had a rate of 193,

The Southern Baptist Cowmueontion as a whole had a baptism rate of 49,6,

"the rates were based on 1,000 because this scems to be the fairest, most accurate
wvay of putting all size churches in perspective," said Martin Bradley, sccretary of the
rescarch and statistics department for the Baptist Sunday School Boarxd,

"Because churches in one size category should not be compared with churches in another
size category in terms of number of baptisms alone, the resecarch and statistics department
used the computer to sclect the churches in 10 categories that had the highestbaptism rates
based on Sunday School cnrollment."”

"There is nc way of arriving.at a perfect system of cvaluating cvangelism, but this
approach is more cquitable than previous methods used,™ Bradley added,

Some Southern Baptists think that the number of baptisms is an indication of spiritual
state of the church, while others fcel one cannot measure quality of spirituality by
quantity of baptisms.,

The statistical tabulation was based on the uniform church letters ®at to cach Baptist
association, Copies arce mailed to the convention office here by each association in the
denomination.

In the smallest category, 1-49 Sunday School enrollment, Lake Crest Baptist Church,
Eau Gallic, Fla,, with 8 persons cnrolled in Sunday School and 12 total baptism, led in
baptism rate, However, First Southern Baptist Church, Walnut, Calif., had the highest number
of baptisms in this category with 42 conversions.

Leader in baptism rate in the 50-99 Sunday School enrollment category was Mt. Calvary
Baptist Church, Albion, Mich.

"Our Sunday School plays the largest role in our program of evangelism,” said M. H.
Wheller, pastor of Mt. Calvary church,

"o try to reach every friend of every member of every family in the church. For those
we enlist we try to provide the best fellowship possible," Whecler added.

Trinity Baptist Church, Victoria, Tex., with 47 conversions had the highest number of
baptisms in the 50-99 Sunday School enrollment category.

For the 100-199 Sunday School enrollment category, Beavercreek Baptist Church, Dayton,
Ohio, had the highest rate of baptisms, as well as the highest number of baptisms, with 81.

~moxre-



dMay 25, 1970 . W2 Baptist Press

A church that baptizcd 202 persons with a Sunday School cnrollment of 239 led in the
category of churches with 200-299 enrollment. Southview Baptist Church, Waukegan, Ill,,
was led by James Smith, pastor, in its evangelistic outrecach during 1969.

Langston Memorial Baptist Church, Conway, S.C., led SBC churches in the 300-399 Sunday
School enrollment category in baptism rate.

In the same categery, Southside Baptist Church, Suffolk, Va ., led in total number of
baptisms with 113,

Calvary Baptist Church, Bainbridge, Ga., led the SBC in baptism rate and also total
number of baptisms with 152 in the 400-499 Sunday School enrollment category.

Calvary Baptist Church, Colorade Springs, Colo. led in both baptism ratc and total
nunber of aptisns irn the 502--74C Sunday School cnrollment category. Pastor Norman
Presley baptized 177 persons during 1969.

Yo stress Bible study and Bible tcaching in our Sunday School," said Hershel Turmer,
pastor, Emmanucl Baptist Church, Riverdale, Ga.

Empanuel church led the SBC in the 750-999 Sunday School enrollment categoxry in rate
of baptisms,

Gardendale Baptist Church, Corpus Christi, Tex., led in the highest number of baptisms
in the same category with 159,

Leader in both rate and total number of baptisms in the 1,000-1,499 Sunday School
envollment category was San Jacinto Baptist Church, Amarillo, Tex. The San Jacinto church
had a total of 178 baptisms in 1969,

The Glendale Baptist Church, Bowling Greem, Xy., was a close second in both rate of
Laptieza, Richard P, Oldham, pastor, baptized 175 persons into the Glendale churchin 1969,

"Sunday School plays a vital role in evang:lism," Oldham said. "We have had a revital-
izagion of our Sunday School in the past two years and we thank God for what he has done
through the Sunday School.%
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Giyunia Mathis to Hanage
Southwest College Store 5/25/70
NASHEVILLE (B¥)--The Suunday §cl
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ol Roaud of the Southern Baptist Convention has contracted
ivar, Mo., to provide management scrvices for its book

The move is an expansion of the ministry of the campus stores department of the book
store division, Southern Baptist Sunday School Board,

Glynn Mathis of:lew Orleans has been named manager of the store.

Located in the Felix Goodson College Union, the new store was dedicated during
cormencenment cxercises at the college.

'We are quite excited about the prospect of offering our book store management services
on the campus of Southwest Baptist College," said Bill Graham, manager, campus stores
department at the board,

"o plan to make every effort te provide the quality of merchandise that the
adninistration and faculty desire. Ue plan to have as wide a sclection of paperback and
trade books as any other store of comparable size," Graham said.

e realize that no cducational institution can afford to be without the important
educational outlet of a first class book store.

"o further believe that rising operational costs and increasing demands on the
administrative staff often mearn an institution is unable to devote nceded attention to
organization, pelicy and function of the book store," Graham added,

The manager of the store, Glynn Mathis, is a native of Louisiana and a graduate of
Louisiara College, Tinmeville, and New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, where he carned
the doctor of theolody degrae.
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Mathis scrved as pastor of Twin Bridges Baptist Mission, Alexandria, La,, and thc Head
of Island Baptist Church, Head of Island, La,, while in seminary,

Since wgust, 1968, he has been seminary sales-coordinator in the New Orlecans Baptist
Bool Store,

937 Students Appointed
As HHB Summer Missionaries 5/25/10

ATLANTA (BP)-<A record 937 students have been appointed as student summer missionaries,
to scrve under the supervision of the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board in every state in
the nation and Puerto Rico and Panama.

About 196 of the 937 total have been appointed by state Baptist Student Union organi-
zations for mission work in thec homecland under the board's supervision,

More than half the total will be directly or indirectly involved in the inner-city
or resort nimistrics during the surmer, reflecting Southeorn Bantists' incrcasing interest
in Christian social ministrics, according to Home HMission Board officials,

Special inner city projcets will be held in Philadelphia, Brooklyn, Worchester and
Boston, Mass,, Watts and Los Angeles, Harlen, and St, Louis,

Don Hatwmonds, associate sccretary of the Home Mission Board's department of special
mission ministrics, said this growing interest in socizal ministries has intensified during
the last two years,

"It's because intercst has increased in ministering to people in need because they are
in need and not because of what it might do to increasc statistics,” he said, Hommonds
supervises the appointing and assigning of students,

He was quick to point out the cffecctiveness of traditional programs, however, "In
Watts, for cxample, one of the most successful aveoues to ministry has been Vacational Bibla
Schools.”

The department is concerned but not surprised by the scarcity of men appointees, Of
the 741 students appointed dircctly by the board, only 193 are single men, Hammonds
attributes this to the pressurc of military scrvice and the man's ability to secure a job
carrying a larger salary,

"™Je could use twice as many men as we have, though,' he said, "The changce in mission
emphasis demands more men and more married couples.™

The growing number of appointees has not diminished the quality., "In fact the quality
is getting better,' Hammonds said, "If we were to lose a student who. has been assigned
we could plug in with 2 student cqually qualificd (from the 90-plus alternates),

Budget limitations prevent us from assigning additional students who arc well
qualified," he added.

Student surmmer nissionaries are sssally college upper;classmen, although a few freshmen
and seminarians arc appointed, They work for 10 wecks during the summer, receiving a small
stipend from the beard,
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NOTE TO STATE DAPTIST PAPER EDITORS: List of appointees from your state to be mailed
dircet from the Home Mission Board,
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