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Radio Changes Sunday Night 
Service To "Live1' Program 

by Adon Taft 
Religion Editor, Miami Herald 

MIAMI, Fla. IBP) --Combining the art forms of drama and music with a somewhat traditional 
spoken message has literally transformed the Sunday night worship service at: Shenandoah 
Baptist Church here into a "live" program. 

The church has just lautiched "Air Quest," a "live" broadcast of the Sunday evening 
sewice over FM radio station WEDR of Miami. 

The program,tihich lasts only one-half hour compared to traditional hour-long Sunday 
night services, was originally designed to reach shut-ins, but has had a surprisingly broader 
impact, according to the pastor, Thomas 0. Deckle. 

Already attendance in the church has shot up, because the programs "have gotten us out: 
of the rut of the ~12.12 old lcind of preaching service," Deckle said. 

In addition, the youth of the  church- have started a Saturday project of v i s i t ing  the 
shut-ins d : o  call d u r k : ~  the progyam and contacting ochers who might have a prayer request 
they would lflce aired over the radio. 

Another plus is that a lot: of the church members now are personally involved in the 
service. 

One of the highlights of each program is a six-minute drama written and directdd by 
Paula E;?.lton, an English professor at Miami-Dade Junior College where she also works in drama. 

Phone calls to the church during the broadcast indicate that the dramas are catching the 
ears of listeners who ordiuarily :70uid turn off a "church service," according t o  Deckle. . 

Another major factor in the program is the music. There are 14 minutes of i t ,  tncluding 
rock and folk gospel songs, by youth groups, classical anthems by the choir, and popular 
hymns sung by the congregation. 

"A lot of people had reservations about the young people and their guitars in a program 
for shut-ins," confessed the minister. "But when it ~vas explained that this was the kids' 
way of making their own gift to the shut-ins, it was well received.'' 

Not only have the older shut-ins appreciated the effort by the teenagers but young people 
have been attracted to the audience for the show because of the contemporary music, he report- 
ed, 

Along with his four-minute, devotional-type message, the music and drama help set the 
stage for what the pastor considers to be the key part of the program--the prayer requests. 

All during the program, the phone number 443-1639 is repeated and listeners are urged to 
call in their special requests for prayer. Those requests, taken by s ta f f  members manning 
the phones in the office and relayed to the pastor, are read over the air  during a two-to-three 
minute segment near the end of the bsoadcast while the choir hums the theme. 

Those prayer requests have revealed t'1.c surprigingly broad appeal of the show and have 
l e d  to some unexpected opportunities for ministry, 

"When a blind woman aslced for prayer, anothei  listener called in to get the woman's 
name and address because that: person was interefted in helping the blind," Deckle said. 

The pastor feels the format of the show--s ressing drama and music--has overcome the 
original objections of some of the church membe a s  who warned that "it will never work, there 
are too many religious programs on alrezdy." 

The success of the broadcast has proven :a the insight of one of the deacons who told the 
pastor that ''we've got to try some new things, b~cause the things we ueed to do don't work 
any more ." 

-30- 
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PROBWSEIS OF THE CHRf STUN LIFE 
(another i n  a series) 

GOD Am THE TRAINED M I N I  

by T. B. lvlaston 
Retired Professor of Chr i s t i an  Ethics  

Southliestern Bapt is t  Theological Seminary 

God w i l l  use i n  a spec ia l  way the  t r a ined  mind t h a t  i s  dedicated t o  h i s  work i n  the  
world. This means t h a t  the c h i l d  o f  God should secure the bes t  t r a i n i n g  ava i l ab le  f o r  the 
trorlc t o  which he feels lccl of the Lord. h p a r t  of h i s  total stewardship r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in- 
cludes h i s  mind, i t s  t r a i n i n g ,  and h i s  vocat ion.  

A s  stewards we are  n o t  responsible f o r  a b i l i t y  rlre do not have or f o r  training beyond 
our capaci ty  t o  obtain. God can and f requent ly  does use  very e f f e c t i v e l y  people v i t h  l imi t ed  
a b i l i t i e s  and t r a in ing .  These axe people trho have given t o  God what they have and he has 
mul t ip l ied  i t .  God has a place and a min i s t ry  for each one of us in  harmony with our abi l i t i e se  

On the other hand, some of u s  may need to remember t h a t  God does not place a premium on 
ignorance. He does mt have a special a f f i n i t y  f o r  the  untrained mind. There i s  a l a t e n t  
anti-intellectualism among u s  t h a t  seems a t  times t o  thinlc t h a t  t h i s  i s  true. 

The untrained mind may be used by the  Lord; it could be used more e f f e c t i v e l y  if i t :  were 
trained. This means, among other th ings ,  t h a t  young people should be encouraged to secure 
the bes t  t ra ining poss ib le  and then dedica te  that t r a i n i n g  t o  the work of God and t o  the  
service of t h e i r  fe l lmm~an,  

A statement heard i n  chapel a number of years ago has never been forgotten.  The state- 
ment: was: "God Itas a spec ia l  a f f i n i t y  f o r  the  t r a ined  mind," It should be r e s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  
a f f i n i t y  i s  nat f o r  the  t r a ined  mind as such but  f o r  the  dedicated t r a ined  mind. Such a 
mind i s  capable of doing things f o r  the Lord t h a t  otherwise i t  could not do. 

For example, t h e r e w e r e  many heroes of the  f a i t h  i n  the  Old Testament, but rhere was 
only one closes. He had been trained i n  a l l  the learning of the Egyptians and rias used i n  an 
unusual way by the Lord, I n  many vmys he tras God's top man i n  the  Old Testament. 

There were many men who contr ibuted s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  the younG Chr i s t i an  movement, bu t  
there w a s  only one Paul.  He was unusually t . ~ e l l  t ra ined.  It: is  even poss ib le  t h a t  Paul. 
would be kn0t.m today even i f  he had n o t  become a Chris t ian .  

C a l l  the  r o l l  of the  men and women through the Chr i s t i an  cen tu r i e s  who have contr ibuted 
the m o s t  t o  the Christian movement and to  the vrorld i n  general ,  You will discover that: most 
of them had super ior  a b i l i t y  but  also superior  t r a in ing .  

It does seem that  God through the cen tu r i e s  has had a special a f f i n i t y  f o r  the t r a ined  
mind. Fle should never forget, however, that t he  t ra ined mind must be dedicated t o  the  worlc. 
of God i n  the  ~ r o r l d .  

Among the  early church fathers there sere men such as Origen, Clement of Alexandrin, 
and Augustine: a l l  wi th  super ior  training. To these might be added later such men as Aquinas, 
the  g r e a t e s t  of the  schoolmen, and Luther and Calvin,  the chief  of the reformers. Still 
later there have been molders of the  Chr i s t i an  movement such as Wesley and Edwards. 

Call your own r o l l  of the  Southern Bapt is t s  who have contributed most t o  the  shaping 
of our denomination. Surely your l i s t  v~ould include such i n t e l l e c t u a l . g i a n t s  as Broadus, 
C a r r o l l ,  Carver, Conner, Elullins, Robertson, Scarborough, and others. These were men with  
super ior  a b i l i t y  and t r a in ing .  Even our leading preachers have been wel l - t ra ined men a l -  
though some of them nay have been largely self-educated. Bho are the men, in the main, who 
arc  providing lcsdcrship f o r  u s  today? They are men virh real ability but  a l s o  w i t h  superior  

. ., 
training. 

God still has an a f f i n i t y  for a t r a ined  mind although he w i l l  use a l l  of us  i n  h i s '  
service if we give t o  him vhat 1~7e have. Everyone of u s ,  with l i t t l e  o r  gceat: a b i l i t y ,  should 
have a deep desire t o  givc to h i m  the best we hmc. 
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Suicide Prompts 
Marketplace Aid 

by Mary Bums 

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. (BP)--Overwhelming marital probelms drove her  t o  suicide. From 
her tragedy has grown a unique ministry--chaplaincy i n  shopping centers. 

A newspaper account of Margie's suic ide  began a f l u r r y  of a c t i v i t i e s  for Chaplain 
George L, Colgin which has resulted i n  his new concept of missions. Margie, a waitress 
i n  the 57-store Thruway Shopping Center of Winston-Salem, N . C . ,  had served the chaplain 
coffee each morning. 

In a recent issue of Guidepost Magazine, Chaplain Colgin gave his reaction to Margie ' s 
death. "I was stung by the t ragic  irony of i t .  Here was I ,  an associate pastor at the 
Knollwood Bapt i s t  Church just across fr om... Thruway Shopping Center.,."~he (Margie) d i d n ' t  
know Gad wanted to help her, I didn't: know she needed him so desperately. I loolced across 
a t  the b i g  center, bustling with people. Tiow mapy Margies were over there." 

Colgin shared WB f r u s t r a t i o n  with the director of the c e n t e r ' s  merchants association 
who later asked him t@ become chaplain,  According t o  their agreement he would receive no 
pay but would be given a desk i n  the business office off the main shopping a rea  and a 
conference room i n  case private counseling was necessary. He would not represent  any denomi- 
nation.  

" A t  f irs t  my phone was f a i r l y  s i l e n t , "  Colgin said i n  h i s  article .  "I began t o  wonder. 
Then the l i d  blew of f .  Maybe i t  took people a l i t t l e  time t o  get used t o  t h i s  new a way 
of f inding God's help,'' 

Colgin now counsels about 30 persons a week; t h i s  30 includes managers, shoppers and 
employees. He says that the largest number of counselees have marital problems; normal 
anx ie t i e s  run a close second, Counseleee range i n  age from 15-73. 

Colgin counsels with a number of teenagers, many havfng been referred to him by 
juvenile authorities. The center has a ser ious  shopl i f t ing problem and too often teenagers 
are involved. Some parents even refer their chf ldren t o  the chaplain. The most c m o n  
teenage problem i s  depression; several have attempted suic ide .  And tRere is the usual 
narcotics problem, 

Colgin has ministered to many Knollwood Baptist Church members at the  center who will 
notapproach him a t  the church. "There is something about a cburch and the role o f  the church 
that makes them repress , ' I  he sa id  in an interview. 

" ~ h ~ ~ ' ~ e  so used t o  pu t t ing  on their Sunday b e s t  ," He gave the  example of a female member 
who was having a sexual problem which she refused to discuss  while they were in the  church 
building. 

~olgin's ministry is now four years o l d .  Other shopping centers have followed ~hruway ' s  
lead and are employing chaplains on a voluntary basis. 

A group of North Carolina Clergymen held worship services on the parking lot of a 
center th i s  past summer; the money received helped to e s t a b l i s h  a chapalincy a t  the center. 
Some centers are even establishing "information boothst' f o r  new persons i n  the c i t y .  

 h hie i s  an unusual place f o r  a ministry,"  Colgin says. "once I got: outside the  church, 
the people started using my services. When you go into a shopping center, the world comes 
t o  you, You see people from all walks of life. People have found Christ: in a meaningful 
way, 

The chaplain admits tha t  his f r u s t r a t i o n s  a r e  many and his responsibility heavy. 
But he plans, for now, t o  contfnue his dual ministry--in h i s  church and at  the center--be- 
cause, "I s t i l l  have a dream that the church r a i l 1  see this as a new concept: of miesians, 
tlhet: it will feel  free t o  add a man t o  do t h i s  and feel t h a t  he doesn't hdve t o  fatten . - 

their church budget: and add members.  hat's my dream. f don't th ink the church has much . 

time to make the decision." 
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Five  Denominations 
Align To F igh t  Poverty by Bert  0.  Tucker 

CLEVELAND, Ga. (BP)--Churchmen from a 16-county area 1cnOwn f o r  i t s  conservat ism have 
un i t ed  i n  an interdenominat ional  a l l i a n c e  t o  f i g h t  pover ty ,  involving both Baptists and 
Ca tho l i c s  among the five p a r t i c i p a t i n g  denominations. 

'R i s s ion :  Concern," as the group i s  c a l l e d ,  was formally born after s i x  months of p re -  
l iminary ground work and committee func t ioning ,  led by a Ca tho l i c  p r i e s t ,  n number of Bap t i s t  
p a s t o r s ,  leaders from the n in th  D i s t r i c t  O ~ p o r t u n i t y ,  Inc., VISTA worlcers, Episcopal ians ,  
Methodist, and Presbyterians. 

The Northeast  Goergia area involved,  v~hich  most observers  cons ider  an unl i l te ly  p l ace  
for such a ven tu re ,  i s  cha rac t e r i zed  both i n  genernl  conserva t ive  atmosphere and such 
s t a t i s t i c s  as: 

--2,670 persons unemployed, 

--20,437 families with less than $3,000 annual income, 

--1,097 school dropouts ,  

--36 per  cen t  of housing c l a s s i f i e d  as sub-standard,  

--more than 30 per  cen t  of the populat ion over 25 years o ld  w i t h  l e s s  than an e igh th  
grade educat ion.  

Now mobilized aga in  i n  committees, those involved i n  l'Mission" ?re prepar ing  a s t ruc tu red  
assu l t  on poverty.  

Immediate goa l s  are being set Ear housing, fo r  m i n i s t r i e s  t o  the elderly, for day care 
centers, for n u t r i t i o n a l  programs, f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  f o r  t u t o r i n g  a i d s ,  f o r  cloth- ~ ing s a l e s  centers, f o r  emnloyment, h e a l t h ,  f i n a n c i a l  and educa t iona l  s e rv i ces .  

Author i ty  for  the modern b a t t l e  on i n e q u i t i e s ,  r e j e c t e d  f o r  decades i n  t h i s  a r e a  be- 
cause of the i n e v i t a b l e  label  of ecumenism which i s  feared e s p e c i a l l y  by B a p t i s t s ,  ha s  been 
assumed simply from a cen tu r i e s -o ld  mandate: 

"...I was hungry and you fed  rne,,.t t y  and you gave me drink. . . a  s t r ange r  and you b toolc me i n .  . .nalced and you c lo thed  me. . . szck and you took c a r e  of me. . . i n  p r i son  and you 
v i s i t ed  me.. ." ( I~ords  of J e sus  C h r i s t ,  Matt. 25:35-36.) 

Success of the f i r s t  f u l l  ga ther ing  of suppor te rs  was s u r p r i s i n g  t o  some. Approximately 
260 l e a d e r s ,  r ep re sen t ing  a large percentage of the denominational makeup of Northeast  
Georgia were i n  at tendance.  Because of the heavy Bap t i s t  populat ion of t he  area, committee 
chairmen and o t h e r s  among the organ ize r s  were encouraged t o  see a s i g n i f i c a n t  number of ' small church Bap t i s t  p a s t o r s  p re sen t .  

I Noticeable  absences were apparent ,  they s a i d ,  l~owever,  of " F i r s t  Bap t i s t  church" 
pastors and Bap t i s t  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  l e n d e r s .  

I Brooks Hays, d i r e c t o r  bf the Center  f o r  lcumenical Studies  a t  Walce Fores t  University, 
stated t h e  goal: '*IJe a r e  determined t h a t  those deprived s h a l l  share i n  a f f luence ."  

The former p re s iden t  of the Southern Bap t i s t  Convention \?arned however,  he pa te rna l  
kindness  of the 19th Century i s  not: adequate f o r  t he  dynamic present . "  

A s  guest: speaker f o r  the banquet group, Hays said:  "Um~orthy of a C h r i s t i a n  na t ion  i s  
the fact  of m i l l i o n s  who w i l l  go t o  bed hungry ton igh t .  Hot.rever, no matter how much is 
brought i n  for food, no th ing  can take the  place of  the  presence of those who. care ."  

I He sa id  there  i s  sound theology i n  the  preaching of "just re t r ibu t ion  f o r  ,s in ."  

Baptist Pas tor  Jack H. Richardson of Hiawassee, Ga., recounted d e t a i l s  of the months 
of organiza t ion  behind the mass assembly. 'Tie ' r e  no t  t a l k i n g  about ways t o  v~orsh ip .  we' r e  
t a l k i n g  about problems much too large  f o r  any one church o r  group, b u t  which can be preached 
by a l l  of us ."  

-more- 
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Ross C. Coggins, former Southeastern Regional D i r e c t o r  f o r  VISTA and a former a s s o c i a t e  
secretary of the  Southern B a p t i s t ' s  C h r i s t i a n  Life Commission, c i t e d  the  formative d i r e c t i o n s  
made by 47 cu r ren t  VISTAS i n  the  16 county Georgia a r ea  and f o r  their he lp  "in making us  
l i v e  up t o  what we're  supposed t o  be." 

A prime mover among the organ ize r s ,  spealcers s a i d ,  was Cleveland Ca tho l i c  Chapel P r i e s t  
Frank Ruff who i n i t i a t e d  formation of t he  f i r s t  s t e e r i n g  committee for  the "blission: Concern" 
endeavor. 

Ruff ,  a c t i v e  i n  seve ra l  interdenominat ional  a f f a i r s ,  has covered a s  a news r e p o r t e r  
s e s s ions  of t he  Southern Baptist: Convention f o r  a Roman Ca tho l i c  paper i n  Georgia,  

Be s a id  response a t  t he  ga ther ing  has author ized  a c t i o n  i n  t h ree  areas:  (1) encourage- 
ment of churches of a l l  denominations t o  make a v a i l a b l e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  day ca re  c e n t e r s ,  
c e n t e r s  f o r  the e l d e r l y ,  t u t o r i n g  programs, e t c . ;  ( 2 )  t ra ining,  of church members t o  visit: 
area  homes and bridge the gap between a v a i l a b l e  government programs and the  people needing 
them; and (3) e n l i s t i n g  churches t o  "adopt" the local  VISTA worker. 

A por t ion  of the banquet program was given t o  the VISTA Corps who dramatized the 
s p e c i f i c  needs of mountainous North Georgia. Interspers-ed i n  the  dialogue was the  s tatement  
from one of the young persons:  " I t ' s  a s i n ,  i f ,  where the  Father has placed u s ,  we do no t  
fight with a l l  our  s t r eng th  aga ins t  the world i n  d isorder . "  

He  repea ted  .the mandate ' I . .  .I ~ 7 a s  hungry and ye fed  me.. . I t  amid nods of determinat ion 
on the part of many who a l s o  are braced f o r  poss ib l e  repercuss ions  from those who have 
decided t o  do nothing r a t h e r  than do something on an interdenominat ional  b a s i s .  

Ber t  Tucker Resigns 11/4/69 

ATLANTA (BP)--Bert 0. Tucker, a s s o c i a t e  editor of the C h r i s t i a n  Index, has  resigned 
t o  e n t e r  Syracuse Unive r s i ty ,  effective Dec. 31, f o r  s tugy i n  reI$gious j0uIXKdism. 

Tuclcer has been on the Index s ta f f  s inceMay of 1967. He came t o  Georgia from the 
Publ ic  Re la t ions  s t a f f  of the Texas Bap t i s t  Convention. 

An Oklahoman, he i s  a graduate of Louisiana c o l l e g e  and New Orleans Bap t i s t  Theological  
Seminary. He i s  a former copy e d i t o r  f o r  the New Orleans Times-Picayune. 

B l e s s i t t  Scheduled 
For Pop F e s t i v a l  

WEST PALIT BEACH, Fla .  (BPI--A major pop f e s t i v a l  expected t o  draw some 200,000 young 
people t o  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Raceway near  h e r e ,  t . 7 i l l  i nc lude  an e v a n g e l i s t i c  punch thrown 
by the  First Bap t i s t  Church. 

Fentoa Moorhead, who o f f i c i a l l y  carries the t i t l e  m i n i s t e r  t o  t he  gene ra t ion  gap a t  
First: Bap t i s t  Church he re ,  aslced Pop Festival Promoter Dave Rupp t o  schedule \Jest Coast 
Hippie Evangelist Authur B l e s s i t t  f o r  t he  Thanlcsgiving weekend f e s t i v a l .  To everyone ' s  
surpr ise ,  Rupp agreed, 

A s  t e n t a t i v e l y  planned, B l e s s i t t ,  who turns on r e g u l a r l y  a t  h i s  spot  near  ~ o l l y w o o d ' s  
Sunset S t r i p ,  w i l l  g e t  f ive o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  speak t o  t h e  crowd. 

Moochead and F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Pas to r  J e s s  Moody a r e  t r y i n g  t o  r e c r u i t  300 t o  500 c o l l e g e  
s tuden t s  o r  young a d u l t s  "experienced i n  witnessing" to h e l p  channel the  f r u i t s  of ~ l e s s i t t  ' S  

preaching i n t o  meaningful commitment. 

Rupp said he would provide a t e n t  f o r  t he  personal tsarkers t o  await those  who respond 
t o  the  preaching o r  \stlo otherwise seek counse 1. 

"IJe hope t o  get  something done f o r  God i n  t h i s  th ing ,"  t he  two Bap t i s t  leaders aaid. 
I I We j u s t  can' t s e e  the C h r i s t i a n  church l e t t i n g  something this phenomenal and this meaningful 
t o  young people go by." 

PIoorhead said he hoped that Bap t i s t  young people from a l l  over  t he  country would make 
the  pilgrimage t o  Ffest Palm Beach f o r  t he  r a l l y  a f t e r  Thanksgiving. 

Speaking of Evangel i s t  B l e s s i t t ,  Moody sa id : " I t  talces someone j u s t  as brolce and humble 
as these kids are t o  b r ing  the Gospel t o  them. This  guy i s  accepted by the overground and 
the underground . I '  

-30- ' 
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Suicide Prompts 
Marketplace Aid 

by Mary Burns 

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. (BPI--Overwhelming marital probelms drove hex t o  suicide, Frcm 
her  tragedy has  grown a unique ministry--chaplaincy i n  shopping centers .  

A n wspaper account af Margie's suic ide  began a f l u r r y  of a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  Chaplain 
George t. Colgin which hae resulted i n  his new concept of missions. Margie, a waitreas 
i n  the 57-store Thruway Shopping Center of Winston-Salem, N.C., had served ihe chaplain 
coffee  each morning. 

In a recent issue of Guidepost Magazine, Chaplain Colgin gave h i s  react ion to Margie's 
death. "1 was stung by the t r a g i c  irony of i t .  Here was I ,  an assoc ia te  pastor a t  the 
Knollwood Bapt i s t  Church just across from ... Thruway Shopping Center..."She (Margie) d idn ' t  
know God wanted to he lp  her. I didn't know she needed him so desperately.  I looked across 
a t  the b ig  center, bus t l ing  with people. Bow mapy Margies were over there." 

Colgh shared q s  f r u s t r a t i o n  with the d i r e c t o r  of the c e n t e r ' s  merchants association 
who la ter  asked him tebecorne chaplain. According t o  their agreement he would receive no 
pay but  would be given a desk i n  the business o f f i c e  off the main shopping area and a 
conference room In case p r i v a t e  counseltng was necessary, He would not represent  any denomi- 
nation. 

" A t  f i r s t  my phone was fairly silent," Colgin said i n  h i s  a r t i c l e ,  "1 began t o  wonder. 
Then the l i d  blew off .  Maybe i t  took people a l i t t l e  time t o  get used t o  t h i s  new a way 
of finding God's help." 

Calgin now couneels about 30 persons a week; t h i s  30 includes managers, shoppers and 
employees, He says that the largest number of counselees have mari ta l  problems; normal 
anxieties fun a close second. Counselees range i n  age from 15-73. 

Colgin counsels with  a number of teenagers, many having been referred to  him by 
juvenile authori t ies .  The center has a serious shop l i f t ing  problem and too of ten  teenagers 
awe involved. Same parents even refer their chi ldren t o  the chaplain,  The most connuon 
teenage problem i s  depression; severa l  have attempted suic ide .  And there. i s  the usual  
narcotics problera. 

Colgin has ministered t o  many Knollwood Baptist  Church members a t  the center who w i l l  
not approach him a t  the church. "There is something about a church and the role of the  church 
that makes them repress," he sa id  i n  an interview. 

l 1 ~ h e i ' =  5 0  used t o  pu t t ing  on t h e i r  Sunday bast , l l  He gave t h e  example of a female member 
who was having a sexual problem which she refused to discuss while they were i n  the church 
buildin&, 

Colgin's ministry is now four years  old.  Other shopping centers have followed Thruway's 
lead and are employing chaplains on a voluntary basis. 

A group of North Carolina Clergymen held worship services on the parking lot of a 
cen te r  t h i s  pas t  summer; the money received helped to  e s t a b l i s h  a chapalincy a t  the center .  
Some centers are even eetab'lishing "information booths" Ear new persons i n  the  c i t y .  

"This is an unusual. place for a ministry," Colgin says. "Once I got outside the church, 
the people started using my services. When you go in to  a shopping center ,  the world comes 
t o  you, You see people from a l l  walks of l i f e ,  People have found Christ i n  a meaningful 
14ay. 

The chaplain admits that his frustrations are many and his respons ib i l i ty  heavy, 
But hs plans, for now, to continue h i s  duel ministry--in his church and at  the center--be- 
cause, "I a t i l l  have a dream that  the church w i l l  see t h i s  as a new concept of m i s s i o n s ,  
trhat i t  w i l l  feel free t o  add a man t o  do t h i s  and f ee l  tha t  he doesn't have to f a t t e n  - -  - - -  - - 

their church budget and add m a b e r s  . That ' a  my dream. Z don't thinlc the church has much 
time t o  make the  decision." 
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Radio Changes Sunday Might 
Service To "Live" Progran 

by Adon Taft 
Xeligion Editor, Miami Herald 

MTAEPX, FZa. (E?)--Combining the a r t  forms of drama and music with a ammhat traditional 
spoken mesaage has l i teral ly  transfolmed the Sunday night worship service at  Shemndoah 
Baptist Church here into a "live" program. 

The church has just 1ec:rched "Air ~ u e s t , "  a "livet1 broadcast of the Sunday evening 
service over FM radio station WEDR of M i a m i .  

Tho, prograv, which las ts  cnly one-3,alf hour compared to traditional hour-long Sunday 
night  serv ices ,  was originally designed to reach shut-ins, but has had a surprisingly brooder 
impact, according to the pastor, Thomas 0 ,  Deckle. 

Already attendance in the church has shot up, because the programs "have gotten us out 
oi ti12 rut of ttiz szjcc 016 lij-nd of preaching service," Deckle said. 

In addition, the youth of the church- have started a Saturday project of visft ing the 
s l~ .~ t - ins  ~;.;?o call in during the pxpgram and contacting others who might have a prayer request 
tiley would l ike aired 3ver the radio. 

Another plus ir that a l o t  of the church members now art personally involved in the 
s W ~ % C S ,  

Sne of tbz hl.ghlighto cf each program is a six-minute d r a w  wri t ten and di rect id  by 
Parrla 2'T.lton, an En~lish professor a t  Miami-Dade Junior College where she also works in drama. 

Pho~e calls to the c5urch dvring the broadcast indicate that the dramas are catching the 
ears of listeners ~ 7 1 1 ~  ~rtif .~i~xi . ly  would turn off a "church sewice , I t  according t o  Deckle. . 

Another major factor i n  the program i s  the music. There are 14 minutes o f  it, including 
rock and folk gospel songs, by youth groups, classical anthems by the choir, and popular 
~ J T I U I ~  sung by the congregati~n. 

"A lo t  of people had resewations about the young people and their guitars in a pr grm 
f o r  shut-ins," confessed the minister. "But when i t  was explained that th is  wao the kidst 
way o f  making their own gift t o  the shut-ins, it was well receided." 

Not only have the older ahut-ins appreciated the effort by the teenaers but young people 
have been attracted to the audience for the 6how becauee of the contemparary mueic, he report- 
ed. 

Along with his four-minute, devational-type message, the music and drama help set the 
stage far what the pastor cons5dsrs t o  be the key part of the program-the prayer requests. 

All during the program, the phone number 443-1639 is repeated and listeners are urged t 
c a l l  in their special requests for prayer, Those requests, taken by staff members mannfng 
the phone8 in the of f ice  and relayed to the pastor, are read over the air during a two-to-three 
xinute segment near the end cf the bosadcast wh-Lle the choir hums the theme. 

Those prayer requzsts hatre revealed t5e surprisingly broad appeal of the show and have 
le2 t o  8oma unexpected opportunFties for ministry. 

'Vh~hcn a blind women asked for prayer, another listener called in t o  get the ~uown's 
nane and address because that person was interested in  helptng the blind," Deckle said. 

The pastor feels the forrnat of the show--streasiryg drama and music--has overcome the 
original objections of some of the church members who warned that "lt w i l l  never work, thare 
are too many religious programs an already," 

The: success of the brcradcast has proven in the insight of one of the deacons who told the 
paator that l'wwe'vc got t o  try s o m  new things, because the things we uead to do don't work 
any mr 5 . 'I 
EP Phof mailed to Baptist state papbrs, 
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by Ber t  0. Tucker 

CLEVELAND, Ga. (BP)-"Churchmen from a 16-county a r e a  1:nown f o r  i t s  conservat ism have 
un i t ed  i n  an in te rdenomina t iona l  a l l i a n c e  t o  f i g h t  pover ty ,  involv ing  both B a p t i s t s  and 
C a t h o l i c s  among the  f i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  denominations.  

' B i s s i o n :  Concern," as  the  group i s  c a l l e d ,  was formally born a f t e r  s ix  months of p r e -  
l iminary  ground work and committee func t ion ing ,  l ed  by a Ca tho l i c  p r i e s t ,  a number of  Bap t i s t  
p a s t o r s ,  l e a d e r s  from t h e  n i n t h  D i s t r i c t  Onportuni ty ,  Inc . ,  VISTA workers,  Episcopalians,  
Methodis t ,  and Presby te r i ans .  

The Northeast  Goergia a r e a  involved,  which most obse rve r s  consider an unl i l t e ly  p l ace  
f o r  such a ven tu re ,  i s  cha rac t e r i zed  both i n  general conse rva t ive  atmosphere and such 
s t a t i s t i c s  as: 

--2,670 persons  unemployed, 

--20,437 f a m i l i e s  w i t h  less  than $3,000 annual income, 

--1,097 school  dropouts ,  

--36 per  c e n t  of housing c l a s s i f i e d  as  sub-standard,  

--more than 30 per  c e n t  of the popula t ion  over 25 years o l d  wi th  less than an e igh th  
grade educat ion.  

Now mobil ized aga in  i n  committees, those invblved i n  '!Mission" are prepar ing  a s t r u c t u r e d  
a s s u l t  on poverty.  

Immediate goals  are being set f o r  housing,  f o r  m i n i s t r i e s  t o  the elderly,  f o r  day care 
c e n t e r s ,  f o r  n u t r i t i o n a l  programs, f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  f o r  t u t o r i n g  a i d s ,  f o r  c l o t h -  
ing  s a l e s  c e n t e r s ,  f o r  emnloyment, h e a l t h ,  f i n a n c i a l  and educa t iona l  s e rv i ce s .  

Author i ty  f o r  t h e  modern b a t t l e  on i n e q u i t i e s ,  r e j e c t e d  f o r  decades i n  t h i s  area be- 
cause of the i n e v i t a b l e  l a b e l  of ecumenism t -~h ich  i s  f ea red  e s p e c i a l l y  by B a p t i s t s ,  has been 
assumed simply from a cen tu r i e s -o ld  mandate: 

I1 ... I was hungry and you fed me ... t h r i s t y  and you gave me d r i n k  ... a s t r a n g e r  and you 
took me in.,.nalced and you c lo thed  me.. .sick and you took c a r e  of me...in p r i son  and you 
v i s i t e d  me.. ," (1,Jords of J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  Matt. 25:35-36.) 

Success of t he  f i r s t  f u l l  ga the r ing  of suppo r t e r s  was s u r p r i s i n g  t o  Some. Approximately 
260 l e a d e r s ,  r ep re sen t ing  a la rge  percentage of the  denominational makeup of Northeast  
Georgia were i n  a t tendance .  Because of the heavy B a p t i s t  popula t ion  of the area,  committee 
chairmen and others among the  o rgan ize r s  were encouraged t o  see a s ign i f i can t :  number of 
small church B a p t i s t  p a s t o r s  present. 

Noticeable  absences were apparen t ,  they s a i d ,  however, of " F i r s t  Bapcist church" 
p a s t o r s  and B a p t i s t  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  leaders. 

Brooks Hays, d i r e c t o r  d f  t he  Center  f o r  Icumenical  S tudies  a t  Flake F o r e s t  Un ive r s i t y ,  
s t a t e d  the goal: "We are determined t h a t  those  deprived shall share i n  a f f luence ."  

The former president of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention t.7arned however, "The p a t e r n a l  
kindness  of t he  19th Century i s  n o t  adequate f o r  t h e  dynamic presen t . "  

As guest speaker f o r  the banquet group, Hays sa id :  "Unt.rorthy of a  C h r i s t i a n  n a t i o n  i s  
t h e  f a c t  of m i l l i o n s  who 1-?i l l  go t o  bed hungry t o n i g h t ,  However, no matter how much i s  
brought i n  f o r  food, no th ing  can take t he  place o f  t h e  presence of those who. care." 

H e  said the re  i s  sound theology i n  t he  preaching 05 " j u s t  r e t r i b u t i o n  f o r  s i n . "  

B a p t i s t  Pastor Jack H. Richardson of Hiawassec, Ga., recounted d e t a i l s  of the months 
of o rgan iza t ion  behind the  mass assembly. '7Je ' re not t a l k i n g  about vrays t o  worship.  We're 
t a l k i n g  about problems much too l a r g e  f o r  any -one church o r  group, but which can be preached 
by a l l  o f  us." 

-more- 
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Ross C. Coggiha, former Southeastern Regional ~ i r e c t o r  for VISTA and a former associate 
secretary of the Southern ~aptist ' s Christian Life Commission, cited the formative directions 
dade by 47 current VISTAS in the 16 county Georgia area and for their help "in making us 
live up to what we're supposed t o  be," 

A prime mover arnong the organizers, speakers said, was ~leveiahd Catholic khapel Priest 
Frank Ruff who initiated formation of the first steetfng committee fdr the ' k i s s i o n :  concern" 
endeavor. 

Ruff, active in several interdenominational affairs, has covered as a news reporter 
sessions o f  the Southern Baptist Convention for a Roman Catholic paper in Georgia. 

He said response a t  the gathenlng has authorized action in three areas: (1) encourage- 
ment of churches of all denominations to make available facilities for day care centers, 
centers for the elderly, tutoring programs, etc.; (2) training of church members to v i s i t  
area homes and bridge the gap between available government programs and the people needing 

them; and (3) enlisting churches to "adopt" the local VISTA worker. 

A portion of the banquet program was given to the VISTA Corps who dramatized the 
specific needs of mountainous North Georgia. Interspersed in the dialogue was the statement 
from one of the young persons: "1t's a sin, i f ,  where the Father has placed u s ,  we da not 
f ight  with all our strength against the world in disorder." 

He repeated the mandate ". . . I  was hungry and ye fed me. . ." amid nods of determination 
an the part of many ~ h o  also ate  braced for possible repercussions from those who have 
decided t o  do nothing rather than do something on an interdenminational basis, 

-30- 

Bert Tucker Resigns 11/4/69 

ATLANTA (BP)--Bert 0 .  Tucker, associate editor of the Christian Index, has resigned 
to enter Syracuse University, effective Dec. 31, for study i n  relagious journalism, 

Tucker has been on the Index staff  since~ay of 1967. He came t o  Georgia from the 
Public Relations staff o f  the Texas Baptist Convention. 

An Oklahoman, he is a graduate of Louisiana College and New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He is a former copy editor for the New Orleans Times-Picayune. 

- 30- 

Blessitt Scheduled 
For Pop Festival 11/4/69 

VEST PAW BEACH, Fla. (BP)--A major pop festival expected to draw same 200,000 young 
people t o  the International Raceway near here, trill include an evangelistic punch thrown 
by the First Baptist Church. 

Fenton Moorhead, vlho officially carries the title minister t o  the generation gap a t  
First ~ a p t i s t  church here, asked Pop Festival Promoter Dave Rupp t o  schedule West Coast 
Hippie Evangelist Authur Blessi t t for the Thanlcsgiving weekend festival . To everyone's 
surprise, Rupp agreed. 

As tentatively planned, Blessitt, who turns on regularly at his spot near Hollpwood's 
Sunset S t r i p ,  will get five opportunities to speak: to the crorvd. 

Moorhead and First Baptist Pastor Jess Moody are trying to recruit 300 to 500 col lege  
students or young adults "experienced in witnessing'' to help channel the fruits of Blessitt's 
preaching into meaningful commitment. 

* ~ P P  said he would provide a tent for the personal workers to await those tqho respond 
to the preaching o r  who othert~iie seek counsel. 

'%le hope to get something done for God in t h i s  thing," the two Baptist leaders said. 
' ~ e  just can't see the Christian church letting something this phenomenal and this meaningful 
t o  young people go by. I' 

Moorhead said h hoped that Baptist young people. from all over the country t.?ould make 
the ~ilerirnaee to Uest Palm Beach for the rally after Thanksgiving, 

Speaking of Evangelist Blessitt, Maody said:"It talc s someone just as broke and humble 
as these k i d s  are t o  bring the Gospel t o  them. This guy is accepted by the overground and 
the underground. 'I 
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