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Final Wranup

SBC Executive Committee
Comm nds Camille Relief

NASHVILLE, (BP)~-~The Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee, after hearing
two reports on devastation wrought by Hurricane Camille, adopted two different recommendations
commending Baptist relief efforts among victims of the tragedy.

During its three-day fall session, the 60-member committee also voted to change its
internal subcommittee structure, and recommended that the convention re-affirm its commite.
ment to meet in Portland, Oregon, on the dates of June 11-15, 1973,

For the first time, five students were invited by committee action to participate in the
meeting as special guests, Each were assigned to ‘stbcommittees and urged to participate
openly.

Though conducting regular convention business consumed most of the time, Hurricane
Camille and an address by Convention President W, A, Criswell of Dallas seemed to prompt most
of the discussions in the corridors and coffee breaks,

In his reportto the committee, Criswell; pastor of the First Baptist Church of Dallas,
urged Baptists who don't accept the convention-adopted statements of faith to leave the
denomination, rather than '"bore from within' and try to change Baptists,

He asked how long Baptists could stay together with so much diversity within their ranks,
adding: "How far do you compromise what you believe in order to stay together?"

In two different actions, the Executive Committee voted to commend such groups as the
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, other SBC agencies, state convention, associations,
churches, the Baptist Press, the Mississippi Baptist executive leadership, and Baptist
pastors, friends and people on the Mississippi Gulf Coast for their immediate response in
meeting needs resulting from Hurricane Camille,

Special citations were presented to three men from Mississippi--Larry Rohrman, pastor
of First Baptist Church in Biloxi who directed a city-wide effort at the request of the mayor
to "feed and clothe" the people of the city; J. W. Brister of Gulfport, associational super-
intendent of missions for the area who directed a central receiving station for food and
clothing; and John Traylor, pastor of the First Baptist Church, Gulfport, vwhich suffered the
greatest property damage in the hurricane, It was pointed out these three represented :
hundred of pastors and laymen.

W. Douglas Hudgins, executive secretary of the Mississippi Baptist Convention, told
the committee that the property damage to Baptist churches in Mississippi not covered by
insurance was more than #1.1 million, not including an additional $1% million damage done to
two Baptist assemblies almost completely wiped out and beyond repair.

Hudgins said that Baptists in Mississippl and across the country had contributed to
date a total of $233,020 to help rebuild thechurches in the state, and that the Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board had just commited $50,000 plus the $5,000 already given for
emergency relief,

Rohrman, in a brief address to the group, said however that property damage statistics
and photographs of the devastation don't begin to tell the story, for thousands of people
had lost their homes, businesses, everything they had, and hundreds had lost their lives.

"I can't express to you and to all Southern Baptists how much your help has meant,"
Rohrman said. "But when we opened up those boxes of food and clothing, we could almost see
some mother standing there putting into that box the tings that she would like to have if
she had be n the one there."
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Traylor, whose church suffered $500,000 damage and is $1 million in debt on its property,
said he didn't know what the response to the insurance claim would be, but the church is now
beginning to overcome financial difficulties if faced at first, "We're trying to shift our
concern from buildings to people," he said,

Brister said the response to the needs had been so overwhelming that '“we learned what
it was like to be killed with kindness."

Earlier, the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board presented a report on their relief
efforts, reporting that they offered funds to Baptist groups in Mississippi, Louisiana,
Alabama, and Virginia for relief, but only $5,000 was immediately requested by the state
conventions in Louisiana and Mississippi.

Two main distrubtion points were set up to receive and distribute food, clothing, and
other supplies--one in Gulfport directed by Brister, and another at New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary directed by Mercer Irwin, New Orleans associational leader.

T. E. Carter, secretary of the board's department of Christian Social Ministries who
coordinated the relief effort, said that at least 131 people were killed in flash floods
caused by Camille when 31 inches of water fell in four hours in Nelson County, Va.

Virginia Executive Committee Member Albert Sims added that 52 members of one small
Baptist church drowned in one night in the flood waters.

Carter said that the board had learned many lessons from the disaster, saying that one
of the greatest problems is "that Baptists will not do anything with anybody except other
selected Baptists, in the traditional Baptist way--do it mainly for Baptists or Baptist
property--and thereby miss one of life's wost unique ways of witnessing for Christ through
concrete expression of love, compassion and concern,

"If we are to do an effective work of disaster relief, we will have to have cooperative
efforts with others who deal with disasters,' Carter said.

The Executive Committee, in other action, approved bylaws changes dealing with its sub-
committee  structure, eliminating the current public relations subcommittee and making it
a part of the administrative committee.

The action was taken in order to equalize the work 1load: of the committees, deepen the
study of the committees, and relate public relations to the total work of the Executive
Committee, explained James Monrce of Ft, Walton Beach, Fla., chairman of the committee,

Other actions taken by the committee included adoption of a new fiscal year of October-

September rather than January-December; approval of loan requests from the SBC Radio-Television

Commission and New Orleans Seminary; rejection of a loan request for Southern Baptist Hospital
in Jacksonville, Fla., because of insufficient information; and other financial matters re-
garding SBC agencies.

A procedure for the possibility of a depth study on effective lay involvement within
the denomination was approved (though the study itself was not), and the program subcommittee
reported after study that it found no problem 5f rclationships between theological semimaries
and hospitals with clinical pastoral care education programs.

As a matter of information, the program committee also reported that it expects to
complete by February a depth study of the denomination's student work program,

The Executive Committee paid tribute to Albert McClellan on his 20th anniversary on the
organization's staff, and W. C. Fields and John Williams on their tenth anniversaries.
McClellan is program planning secretary, Fields is public relations secretary, and Williams
is financial planning secretary.

Resolutions of respect were adopted honoring the late Harold Basden of the $BC Foreign
Mission Board, Josef Nordenhaug of the Baptist World Alliance, and Sydnor L. Stealey formerly

of Southeastern Seminary; and the work of of H. G. Harmett of South Carolina and §. A, Whitlow

of Arkansas, both who recently retired as state convention executive secretaries.
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Students Call Executive
Committee "Enlightening”

NASHVILLE (BP)--For the first time, five students were invited to participate as special
guests in the meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee, and they went
away saying the experience was “enlightening" and even shattered a few stereotypes.

All five expressed deep appreciation for the opportunity to attend, stating in a letter
read to the full committee: 'We are grateful not so much that we five individuals were chosen
to be your guests as we are uplifted that our denomination was one of the first major relig-
ious bodies in the United States to give ear to her youth as you have,

"The act of your seeking our participation we view as a tribute to you largeness of
spirit and strength of maturity," said the students' letter, which was drafted mostly by
Dan Aleshire, a student at Southern Baptist Thedlogical Seminary, Louisville,

In June, the committee voted to invite five students to participate in its discussions,
and at the September meeting, voted again to invite three to five students to its February
meeting.

One of the five students was Miss North Carolina--Meredith student Patsy Johnson of
Raleigh, who told the Executive Committee the students had been 'very pleased with everye
thing that has gone on in this meeting.'

The three other students, in a later interview, did not concur with '"complete agreement
with everything," but said they were pleasantly surprised by the way the denomination does
its business.

"It shattered my stereotype image of the Executive Committee as a group of powerful
heads all meeting together," said Paul Andrews, president of the student body at Samford
University, Birminghaw, Ala.

Andrews and Robert Dalton, student at Vanderbilt University in Nashville both agreed
they were impressed that the Executive Committeewas "run like a business.”

All five said it was an "enlightening" experience to view the denomination's method of
conducting business from the inside.

The complexity of the business, however, sometimes seemed perplexing, the students said,
"There wasn't a lot we could offer," said Miss Linda Fowler, student at Peabody College in
Nashville. "It was thc members who knew the facts and had studied the problems who had to
make the decisions,” she added.

At this point, the students themslevs might have shattered gome of the sterotype images
the adult Baptist leaders might have had concerning students. They did not press for demands,
and usually did not say much in the meeting.

"Just as members of our generation are known for desires to voice demands, we wish at
this time to be equally vocal in expressing our gratitude," said the students in the letter
addressed to the committee.

"We are students," the statement continued, "By this choice we have indicated to all
that we realize that we are the novices, the inexperienced. Ve are likewise aware of the
unique dangexys of this level of development....We do not pretend to bring depths of pro-
fundity or heights of understanding, but we do strive t© express our levels of faith
in Christ, our desire to exalt Him, and our commitment to the church.”

Several of the students, said they were a little distressed by the address of Convention
President W, A. Criswell, who urged Baptists who don't accept the convention-adopted
statements of faith to leave the denomination and join another church,

"1 felt rebuffed as a student by his stand," said Dalton. "I don't necessarily agree,”
but I don't want to leave. What upset me was for him to be so rigid and not tolerate any
diversity."

Dalton added that he did not like Criswell's implication that all who are working to
change the denomination are working to destroy it,

Miss Fowler said that several persons told her afterward they did not agree with the
president's statements, but there were many "amens" and there was no opposition to a motion
to print the message in the Baptist Program,

Andrews added he was surprised that there was not more verbal reaction, debate and
discussion of motions presented during the meeting, although the people present were very
open, especially in the subecommittee meetings,
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Miss Fowler said she felt the way the committee did its business, by presenting subjects
at a general session and the dividing into smaller work groups to prepare recommendations
to the full body, was '"the only effective way to get amything accomplished.

"It was a real eye-opening expreience,'" she added, saying she wished every Bapt ist would
attend one of the sessions, "Most people don't know the full function and work of the
Executive Committee,”" she said.

Each of the students expressed appreciation for the open, friendly way they were received.

Dalton, who wears a beard, told the full committee: "I have to admit that my beard
arouses different reactions, but I want to thank you for taking me as a person and not just
a hairy face."

w30~

BYA Names Robert $. Denny
Acting General Secretary 9/25/69

WASHINGTON (BP)--The administrative committee of the Baptist World Alliance named
Robert S, Denny acting general secretary of the international organization of Baptist
following the death of Josef Nordenhaug on Sept. 18.

Denny, an associate secretary of the alliance since 1956, was elected by the BWA
executive committee meeting in Baden, Austria in August to succeed Nordengaugh as general
secretary. Nordenhaug had planned to retire in July 1970.

The administrative committee of the alliance met in emergency session on Sept. 22, the
day of the Nordenhaug funeral. Denny's new duties began immediately., He is continuing with
the arrangements for the Baptist World Congress in Tokyo, July 12-18, 1970,

-30-

Nordenhaug Memorial Fund
To Advance BWA Objectives 9/25/69

WASHINGTON (BP)--The Baptist World Alliance here established a "Josef Nordenhaug
Memorial Fund" following his death on Sept., 18.

Nordemhaug had been general secretary of the alliance since 1960 and had planned
to retire in July, 1970. The memorial fund began when Mrs. Nordemhaug requested friends to
make gifts to the alliance rather than send flowers to the funeral.

Carl W, Tiller, alliance treasurer, announced following the funeral on Sept. 22
that a special fund had been established to receive memorial gifts. Receipts will be used
for whatever alliance objective the Nordenhaug family may designate later,

The Baptist World Alliance exists for the advancement of fellowship, service and
cooperation among 30 million Baptists in 122 countries,
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SBC Executive Committee
Commends Camille Relief

NASHVILLE, (BP)~-The Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee, after hearing
two reports on devastation wrought by Hurricane Camille, adopted two different recommepdations
commending Baptist relief efforts among victims of the tragedy.

During its three-day fall session, the 60-member committee also voted to change its
internal sbbcommittee structure, and recommended that the convention re-affirm its commit-
ment to meet in Portland, Oregon, on the dates of Jume 1l1-15, 1973,

For the first time, five students were invited by committee action to participate in the
meeting as speclal guests. Each were assigned to -stbcommittees and urged to participate
openly, '

Though conducting regular convention business consumed most of the time, Hurricane
Camille and an address by Convention President W, A, Criswell of Dallas seemed to prompt most
of the discussions in the corridors and coffee breaks,

In his reportto the committee, Criswell, pastor of the First Baptist Church of Dallas,
urged Baptists who don't accept the convention-adopted statements of faith to leave the
denomination, rather than "bore from within' and try to change Baptists,

He asked how long Baptists could stay together with so much diversity within their ranks,
adding: "How far do you compromise what you believe in order to stay together?"

In two different actions, the Executive Committee voted to commend such groups as the
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, other SBC agencies, state convention, associations,
churches, the Baptist Press, the Mississippi Baptist executive leadership, and Baptist
pastors, friends and people on the Mississippi Gulf Coast for their immediate response in
meeting needs resulting from Hurricane Camille,

Special citations were presented to three men from Mississippi--Larry Rohrman, pastor
of First Baptist Church in Biloxi who directed a city-wide effort at the request of the mayor
to "feed and clothe” the people of the city; J. W, Brister of Gulfport, associational super-
int ndent of missions for the area who directed a central receiving station for food and
clothing; and John Traylor, pastor of the First Baptist Church, Gulfport, which suffered the
greatest property damage in the hurricane, It was pointed out these three represented
hundred of pastors and laymen,

W. Douglas Hudgins, executive secretary of the Mississippi Baptist Convention, told
the committee that the property damage to Baptist churches in Mississippi not covered by
insurance was more than #1.1 million, not including an additional $1% milljon damage done to
two Baptist assemblies almost completely wiped out and beyond repair.

Hudgins said that Baptists in Mississippi and across the country had contributed to
date a total of $233,020 to help rebuild thechurches in the state, and that the Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board had just commited $50,000 plus the $5,000 already given for
emergency relief.

Rohrman, in a brief address to the group, said however that property damage statistics
and photographs of the devastation don't begin to tell the story, for thousands of people
had lost their homes, businesses, everything they had, and hundreds had lost their lives.

"I can't express to you and to all Southern Baptists how much your help has meant,”
Rohrman said. "But when we opened up those boxes of food and clothimg, we could almost see
some mother standing there putting into that box the tings that she would like to have if
she had been the one there."
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Traylor, whose church suffered $500,000 damage and is $1 million in debt on its property,
said he didn't know what the response to the insurance claim would be, but the church is now
beginning to overcome financial difficulties if faced at first, "We're trying to shift our
concern from buildings to people,” he said,

Brister said the response to the needs had been so overwhelming that 'we learned what
it was like to be killed with kindness."

Earlier, the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board presented a report on their relief
efforts, reporting that they offered funds to Baptist groups in Mississippi, Louisiana,
Alabama, and Virginia for relief, but only $5,000 was immediately requested by the state
conventions in Louisiana and Mississippi.

Two main distrubtion points were set up o receive and distribute food, clothing, and
other supplies--one in Gulfport directed by Brister, and another at New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary directed by Mercer Irwin, New Orleans associational leader.

T. E. Carter, secretary of the board's department of Christian Social Ministries who
coordinated the relief effort, said that at least 131 people were killed in flash floods
caused by Camille when 31 inches of water fell in four hours in Nelson County, Va.

Virginia Executive Committee Member Albert Sims added that 52 members of one small
Baptist church drowned in one night in the flood waters.,

Carter said that the board had learned many lessons from the disaster, saying that one
of the greatest problems is 'that Baptists will not do anything with anybody except other
selected Baptists, in the traditional Baptist way--do it mainly for Baptists or Baptist
property--and thereby miss one of life's most unique ways of witnessing for Christ through
concrete expression of love, compassion and concern.

"If we are to do an effective work of disaster relief, we will have to have cooperative
efforts with others who deal with disasters,'" Carter said.

The Executive Committee, in other action, approved bylaws changes dealing with its sub-
committee structure, eliminating the current public relations subcommittee and making it
a part of the administrative committee.

The action was taken in order to equalize the work load of the conmittees, deepen the
study of the committees, and relate public relations to the total work of the Executive
Committee, explained James Monroe of Ft. Walton Beach, Fla., chairman of the committee,

Other actions taken by the committee included adoption of a new fiscal year of October-
September rather than January-December; approval of loan requests from the SBC Radio-Television
Commission and New Orleans Seminary; rejection of a loan request for Southern Baptist Hospital
in Jacksonville, Fla., because of insufficient information; and other financial matters re-
garding SBC agencies,

A procedure for the possibility of a depth study on effective lay involvement within
the denomination was approved (though the study itself was not), and the program subcommittee
reported after study that it found no problem &f rclationships between theological semimaries
and hospitals with clinical pastoral care education programs.

As a matter of information, the program committee also reported that it expects to
complete by February a depth study of the denomination's student work program.

The Executive Committee paid tribute to Albert McClellan on his 20th anniversary on the
organization's staff, and W, C, Fields and John Williams on their tenth anniversaries.
McClellan is program planning secretary, Fields is public relations secretary, and Williams
is financial planning secretary.

Resolutions of respect were adopted honoring the late Harold Basden of the SBC Foreign
Mission Board, Josef Nordenhaug of the Baptist World Alliance, and Sydnor L. Stealey formerly
of Southeastern Seminary; and the work of of H. G, Harmett of South Carolina and §. A, Whitlow
of Arkansas, both who recently retired as state convention executive secretaries.
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Students Call Executive 4 O
Committee "Enlightening" Lo

NASHVILLE (BP)-~For the first time, five students were jinvited to participate as special
guests in the meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee, and they went
away saying the experience was "enlightening' and even shattered a few stereotypes.

All five expressed deep appreciation for the opportunity to attend, stating in a letter
read to the full committee: 'We are grateful not so much that we five individuals were chosen
to be your guests as we are uplifted that our denomination was one of the first major relig-
ious bodies in the United States to give ear to her youth as you have,

"The act of your seeking our participation we view as a tribute to you largemess of
spirit and strength of maturity," said the students' letter, which was drafted mostly by
Dan Aleshire, a student at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville.

In June, the committee voted to invite five students to participate in its discussions,
and at the September meeting, voted again to invite three to five students to its February
meeting,

One of the five students was Miss North Carolina--Meredith student Patsy Johnson of
Raleigh, who told the Executive Committee the students had been 'very pleased with every-
thing that has gone on in this meeting,"

The three other students, in a later interview, did not concur with "complete agreement
with everything," but said they were pleasantly surprised by the way the denomination does
its business.

"It shattered my stereotype image of the Executive Committee as a group of powerful
heads all meeting together,'" said Paul Andrews, president of the student body at Samford
University, Birmingham, Ala.

Andrews and Robert Dalton, student at Vanderbilt University in Nashville both agreed
they were impressed that the Executive Committeevas "run like a business.”

All five said it was an "enlightening" experience to view the denomination's method of
conducting business from the inside.

The complexity of the business, however, sometimes seemed perplexing, the students said.
"There wasn't a lot we could offer," said Miss Linda Powler, student at Peabody College in
Nashville. "It was thc members who knew the facts and had studied the problems who had to
make the decisions," she added.

At this point, the students themslevs might have shattered some of the sterotype images
the adult Baptist leaders wmight have had concerning students. They did not press for demands,
and usually did not say much in the meeting.

"Just as members of our generation are known for desires to voice demands, we wish at
this time to be equally vocal in expressing our gratitude," said the students in the letter
addressed to the committee.

"We are students," the statement continued, "By this choice we have indicated to all
that we realize that we are the novices, the inexperienced. We are likewise aware of the
unique dangers of this level of development....We do not pretend to bring depths of pro-
fundity or heights of understanding, but we do strive t0 express our levels of faith
in Christ, our desire to exalt Him, and our commitment to the church.”

Several of the students, said they were a little distressed by the address of Convention
President Y. A, Criswell, who urged Baptists who don't accept the convention-adopted
statements of faith to leave the denomination and join another church.

"I felt rebuffed as a student by his stand," said Dalton. "I don't necessarily agree,”’
but I don't want to leave, What upset me was for him to be so rigid and not tolerate any
diversity."

Dalton added that he did not like Criswell's implication that all who are working to
change the denomination are working to destroy it.

Miss Fowler said that several persons told her afterward they did not agree with the
president's statements, but there were many "amens' and there was no opp051t10n to a motion
to print the message in the Baptist Program,

Andrews added he was surprised that there was not more verbal reaction, debate and
discussion of motions presented during the meeting, although the people present were very
open, especially in the subcommittee meetings.
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Miss Fowler said she felt the way the committee did its business, by presenting subjects
at a general session and the dividing into smaller work groups to prepare recommendations
to the full body, was "the only effective way to get anything accomplished.

"It was a real eye-opening expreience," she added, saying she wished every Bapt ist would
attend one of the sessions., 'Most people don't know the full funttion and work of the
Executive Committee," she said.

Each of the students expressed appreciation for the open, friendly way they were received,

Dalton, who wears a beard, told the full committee: "I have to admit that my beard
arouses different reactions, but I want to thank you for taking me as a person and not just
a hairy face."
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BWA Names Robert S. Denny j lO
Acting General Secretary 9/25/69 CE

WASHINGTON (BP)-~The administrative committee of the Baptist World Alliance named
Robert $. Denny acting general secretary of the international organization of Baptist
following the death of Josef Nordenhaug on Sept. 18. -

Denny, an associate secretary of the alliance since 1956, was elected by the BWA
executive committee meeting in Baden, Austria in August to succeed Nordengaugh as general
secretary. Nordenhaug had planned to retire in July 1970.

The administrative committee of the alliance met in emergency session on Sept. 22, the
day of the Nordenhaug funeral. Denny's new duties began immediately. He is continuing with
the arrangements for the Baptist World Congress in Tokyo, July 12-18, 1970,
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Nordenhaug Memorial Fund ﬁ;b
To Advance BWA Objectives 9/25/69

WASHINGTON (BP)--The Baptist World Alliance here established a "Josef Nordenhaug
Memorial Fund" following his death on Sept. 18.

Nordenhaug had been general secretary of the alliance since 1960 and had planned
to retire in July, 1970. The memorial fund began when Mrs. Nordenhaug requested friends to
make gifts to the alliance rather than send flowers to the funeral.

Carl W, Tiller, alliance treasurer, announced following the funeral on Sept. 22
that a special fund had been established to receive memorial gifts. Receipts will be used
for vhatever alliance objective the Nordenhaug family may designate later.

The Baptist World Alliance exists for the advancement of fellowship, service and
cooperation among 30 million Baptists in 122 countries,
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