REGIONAL OFFICES

ATLANTA Walker L. Knight, Editor, 1350 Spring Street, N.W., Atlanta, Georgia 30309, Telephone (404) 873-4041
DALLAS Billy Keith, Editor, 103 Baptist Building, Dallas, Texas 75201, Telephone (214) RI 1-1996

WASHINGTON W. Barry Garrett, Editor, 200 Maryland Ave., N.E., Washington, D.C. 20002, Telephone (202) 544-4226

BUREAU
BAPTIST SUNDAY &CHOOL BOARD Lynn M. Davis, Jr., Chief, 127 Ninth Ave., N., Nashville, Tenn. 37203,
Telephone (615) 254-1631

September 11, 1969

Arizona Convention Kills
Proposal To Sell Hospital

PHOENIX, Ariz. (BP)--After nearly five hours of debate, messengers to a special session
of the Arizona Southern Baptist Convention here voted 422-208 to keep two of its hospitals
rather than sell them to a hospital chain,

The convention turned down an offer from imerican Medicorp., Inc., to buy the Phoenix
and Scottsdale Baptist Hospitals for $8 million in cash plus assuming outstanding liabilities
of the two hospitals. Total purchase price would have been $12.6 million.

American Medicorp., a Philadelphia-based hospital holding company, had recently purchased
Doctor's Hospital of Phoenix and its officials said they wanted to add the two Phoenix-area
Baptist hospitals to their complex,

The convention's Executive Board had recommended that in the light of the offer, the
special convention be held to consider the sale of the hospltals, but it did not recommend
whether the offer should be accepted or rejected.

During the convention, a motion was made that the convention re-affirm its 1968 convention
action to continue its hospital ministry, and not to sell the hospitals.

» substitute motion which in effect accomplished the same thing was offered by James
Staples, former editor of the Baptist Beacon in Phoenix and now public relations director
for the Scottsdale Hospital.

Staples' motion stated that "...In order that we may keep our fellowship, and have
faith in our God and ourselves, I recommend that we keep our institutions and agencies and
instruct the Executive Board to study and recommend to the November, 1969 convention, ways
and means of a closer relationship between our institutions and agencies, even to the sharing
of available monies in a legitimate and ethical manner..."

The motion also asked for a study of the ‘rizona Baptist Hospital Association in an
effort to allign the association more closely with the convention.

In the end, the convention voted 422-208 in favor of Staples' motion, settling the
question and turning down the offer to buy.

American Medicorp representative Dr. Allen Ginn commended the convention "for your
democracy, and for your sincere interest in your fine hospitals.

"They are among the very best hospitals or we would not have wanted them in the first
place," Dr. Ginn continued. "I only wish that every hospital had a group of people like
you behind them."

Convention Executive Secretary Charles L. McKay declared after the vote: "This is our
finest hour." He said the vote "reassures ourselves that we are in the businers of giving
the total gospel to the total man.

"To my knowledge," McKay added, "no individual or group of individuals has led any
crusade or campaign whatsoever to sell either of our hospitals. The offer came, and the
officers of the Arizona Southern Baptist Convention felt that the people ought to decide....

"They have spoken,' McKay said. "At least two thirds of those who voted went on record
as being completely dedicated to hospital ministries as a part of our mission endeavor to
get the gospel to all men everywhere.

"After much deliberation, the fact remains that the convention believes in this ministry
and we shall commit ourselves to becomming one of the great medical complexes needed in
Arizona," said McKay. '"We must not settle for mediocrity."

Attendance at the special called session, held at First Southern Baptist Church of
Glendale, topped 1200, with 920 registered messengers from at least 150 churches, Convention
officials said it was the largest attendance in its history.
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Chafin Urges Evangelicals:
Enlarge Qutreach Target

MINNEAPOLIS (BP)--A Southern Baptist speaking to the U, S, Congress on Evangelism here
called on evangelical churches to enlarge their target of evangelism.

Kenneth Chafin, professor of evangelism at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Louisville, cited two areas in which this enlargement needed to take place--with young people
and adults not reared in the church, and with classes of people other than the majority of
the membership.

"Let's face it, most of our evangelism is baptizing the children of the families of our
churches,'" Chafin said. =

"The church that is nothing but a sociological extension of the family will never need
the power of the resurrection. We already have all the power we need for the tasks we are
attempting., We need to undertake larger tasks," he said.

Chafin asked that churches move out of their hot houses and into the fieids of the world
to share with all people the gospel.

Chafin was the most prominent Southern Baptist, other than Billy Graham, on the program
of the congress. He was pinchhitting for the SBC President W. A, Criswell, Criswell was
unable to attend because of minor surgery.

During its third day, the congress took an unexpected turn of linking conservative
evangelicalism with the Negro struggle for equality. Black leaders in a press conference
expressed surprise that the congress so quickly came to grips with what they called the real
issues of our society.

One black jutheran, Nelson Trout, said, "Many of us came with tongue-in-cheek, but we
havc sensed a rebirth of the church, addressing itself to the world. The congress has showed.!
an avareness that the world set the agenda."

Tom Skinner, a fiery young black evangelist from New York who brought the congress to
its feet with a standing ovation, said '"This is the most historic church congress ever to
meet in our country, and if we leave here without our heads screwed on, we can make an impact
on this country."

Skinner challenged white Christians to be ready to die for the cause of racial equality.
"The black revolution obliges true believers to express their love toward each other even if
it means ultimate sacrifice."

He said that the current revolution is one with identity, community and power. He com-
pared the present age with the time in which Jesus' disciples lived, when there was a con-
frontation of Jewish nationalist-radicals with a Roman establishment. The disciples he de-
clared pointed to a better way even though it meant alienation from both elements.

He emphasized the need for the conservative evangelical to open up Bible schools,
seminaries, colleges, businesses, and churches to the black Christian.

"Because the conservative schools were closed to the black Christian, they went to the
more theologically liberal schools and consquently most of the black leadership has a liberal
orientation," he exclaimed,

Vhen the guestion of Communist influence in the black community was raised during a press
conference, Trout said, "I don't want to dignify Communism by giving them the credit.
People ask 'vho stirred them up?' as though black people do not have enough sense to know
that someone has their foot on their neck."

He said it was simply an easy out--to blame the Communist.
"The church must take a stand against racism," Skinner said. "It must do so on the
grounds as such principles are based on the Kingdom of God. It must be willing to loose

its shirt for such a stand.”

Skinner said the church had produced "relationships thicker than brother and sister.
That fellowship in the Christian church supersedes every other type of relationship."

Black churchmen composed less than 2 per cent of the delegates attending the congress.

There short representation was blamed on two factors: the expense of the congress and the
conflict of dates with meeting with large Negro Baptist conmventions.
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Georgia Board Avoids Federal
Aid, Approves Hospital Loan

ATLANTA (BP)--The Georgia Baptist Convention Executive Committee, plagued in recent
years by persistent debate over federal funds for Baptist schools, went through one of its
busiest sessions in years without a ripple of debate or controversy.

Tederal aid was not discussed, but is expected to drav major attention when Mercer
University reports to the convention in November on its February application for federal const-
rustion grants gan application vhich followed three recent convention votes against the use of
federal funds for Georgia Baptist institutions. The convention meets in Atlanta Nov, 10-12,

At the Executive Committee meeting, Georgia Baptist Hospital in Atlanta reported that
a major expansion which it has been planning for several years will cost almost $12 million,
instead of $9 million as anticipated a year ago.

The Executive Committee gave approval for the hospital to secure a $€ million commercial
loan for the new building. The hospital commission has raised $3 million in gifts and pledges.

In another action, the committee approved a 1970 Georgia Baptist Convention Cooperative
Progrem budget of $5,648,000, an increase of $303,200 over the 1969 budget., Biggest single
increase was a 550,000 hike for state mission funds in Georgia.

The Georgia Executive Committee also gave preliminary approval to a statement of purpose
for Goergia Baptists in Christian higher education. Its Education Commission has been study-
ing such a statement for almost two years,

The statement is a broad, general one which reaffirms the validity of "institutions
of higher learning with a Christian philosophy, perspective and commitment."

An Executive Committee resolution urged the Georgia delegation in the U, 5§, Congress to
work for tax law revisions ‘'which maintain essential incentives to giving in support of
religious, educational and benevolent causes."

That resolution specifically mentioned "gifts of appreciated property without payment
of tax on capital gains" and other charitable gifts and trusts.

The Georgia convention leaders also urged the pastoral care program of Georgia Baptist
Hospital to '"consider the possibility of expanding its program to include a counseling
ministry to pastors."”

The committee voted to sponsor publishing of a book on the history of the Georgia
Baptist Convention, to be published in 1972, when the convention will be 150 years old.

James A, Lester, editor of the Temnnessee B:ptist and Reflector and former public relations
secretary for Georgia Baptists, was asked to vrite the new history.

Georgia Baptists veve also asked to make cash offerings to help Baptist churches,
individuals and institutions in Mississippi, Louisiana and Alabama to repair damages caused
by Hurricane Camille.

Tw7o retirements and one resignation were announced to the committee, Retiring as of
Dec. 31, will be Arthur Hinson, Annuity Board representative and assistant executive
secretary, and Mrs. Martha R. Settle, music field worker. Garnie A. Brand resigned as
Training Union secretary to become development director for Norman College (Baptist),
Norman Park, Ga,
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Church To Get Estate: It
Shouldn't Happen To A Dog 9/11/69

LOUISVILLE (BP)--Wlalnut Street Baptist Church here has been named the ultimate bene-
ficiary of a $72,800 trust fund set up by the late Mrs. Louis R. Jones, but it may be a
decade or more before the church gets anything.

lrs. Jones, 81, died in December of 1967, without any survivors.

That is, without any "human" survivors. She had three dogs, named Bozo, Dolly, and
Skippy.

The $72,000 trust fund goes first for '"the care and maintenance" of the three dogs
during their lifetime. 211 three are in “excellent health,™ reported the veterinarian at the
animal hospital where the dogs are housed.
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So the church will have to wait a while for the gift. The veterinarian says the'life
span of a dog has gone up to an average of 12 to 14 years.

In a fev years, some church member is liable to declare: "Dog-gone; good gift!"
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Texas Board Recommends
Federal Loans For Agencies 9/11/69

DALLAS (BP)--The Executive Board of the Baptist General Convention ©° Teuas voted heve to
recommend that its institutions, including schools and hospitals, be alloved to seek long-
term, lov~interest rate government loans.

The recommendation, which will come up for consideration at the annual convention when
it meets in San Antonio in November, is identical to a recommendation which the convention
defeated by a vote of 739 to 536 during its 1966 annual session.

Included in the recommendation is a clause stating that the institutions should volun-
tarily reimburse the government annually for the amount of interest to cover the government
subsidy involved in the loan.

In other action, the 192-member board voted to recommend a $14% million budget for 1970
to the convention, and approved a report from a Cooperative Program study committee which
would alter the budget format anl planning, if approved at the convention.

The board also authorized up to $5,000 for possible use in filing an "amicus curiae"
(friend of court) brief to the Supreme Court which would present a Texas Baptist viewpoint
on taxation of church and denominational property.

The board approved a request by Baptist Memorial Hospital in San Antonio to lease two
satellite hospitals, with an option to buy the facilities.

Actual text of the recommendation on federal loans reads as follows:

"We recommend that the Baptist General Convention of Texas approve the securing of long-
term, low-interest leoans from public funds for construction of buildings by Texas Baptist
institutions, provided the institution voluntarily reimburses the govermment annually the
additional amount of interest which will cover the govermment subsidy involved in the loan.

"This amount will be determined by the Treasury Department estimate of cost based on
the average rate produced bv the going market yicld on issues with remaining terms to maturity
of 15 years or more at the time the loan is secured plus one-fourth of one per cent per
annum for administrative costs. The amount of the subsidy each year will be recommended to
the institutions on this basis by the Program Coordinating Committee of the Executive Board."
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Enlarged Evangelism Concept
Proposed To End Polarization 9/11/69

MINNEAPOLIS (BP)--A Presbyterian minister from Washington, D.C., suggested an enlarged
conzept of evangelism during the U. S. Congress on Evangelism here to '"help dissolve the
destructive polarization between evangelism and social responsibility.”

Richard C. Halverson, noted author and pastor of Fourth Presbyterian Church in Washington
asked the 5,000 delegates, including 500 Southern Baptists, to lay aside conventional
views for the purpose of rediscovering what the New Testament says about evangelism,

"Evangelism is treated," he said, "not as a task to be done, a department of church life,
and not even as the primary role of the church. Rather, evangelism is something that is
happening all the time when the church is truly community, truly in fellowship, truly re-
newed and renewing."

He asked why some Christians isolate and emphasize evangelism as being more important
than the two great commandments which comprehend all the law and the prophets, "to love God
and neighbor."

He further asked how some Christians could separate the Great Commission with its man-
date, 'teaching them to ebserve all things vhatsoever I have commanded you."

He criticized pastors who "are on the backs of people,'" exhorting them to witness and
scolding them for failing "instead of feeding them so they will be healthy--rightly related
to Christ and the community,"
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The deepest need of most Christians, he said, is for the nourishment which the whole
council of God provides in authentic fellowship.

Episcdpal layman Keith Miller, characteristically frank, told the congress that 'we
evangelicals are the most frustrated of all people with our problems of the inward journey.'

He indicated that the problem is worse for the commited Christian because he has been
taught that if he is restless or lonely, it may be a reflection on the depth of his
commitment.

"When we commited Christians get vulnerable enough to open our lives in a natural way,
people see the living Christ at work, healing and changing miserable lives before their eyes.
Sometimes they find hope," he said.

Miller, noted for his frank sharing of his own pilgrimage in his books, said, '"Real
fellowship cannot be programmed in the church basement with Koolaid. I believe the answer
will have to have built into it a restless unfulfillment, as a serum must have within it
something of the disease."

The church has identified too closely with the answer, and not enough with the problem,
Miller suggested. '"Those who become vulnerable enough to the problems to identify with
them will be those who are able to share their faith with the world."

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary Professor Kenneth L. Chafin of Louisville, during
a press conference, explained the generation gap within the churches by characterizing young
people as being idealistic concerning social issues and relativistic on personal morality,
while adults are just the opposite.

Chafin said young people need (1) secure and mature leadership from adults "who don't
come apart when confronted with today's problems," (2) an interest in the structures of the
church, since the only thing many have been given to do is to rebell, (3) acceptance as
persons though not necessarily approval, and (4) a word from the church that adults know
the context in which young people are living.

The Baptist professor also observed that American Protestantism has been hypocritical
in its attitude toward the poor, reacting more to govermnmental programs than to the needs of
the people or to Biblical teachings.

"We feel we can excuse our lack of compassion for the poor by criticising and rejecting
governmental programs,' Chafin said. "I know of churches with hundred thousand dollar budgets
that spend less than $300 for the poor in their community."
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Arizona Convention Kills
Proposal To Sell Hospital y 6@\
n .

PHOENIX, Ariz. (BP)--After nearly five hours of debate, messengers to a special session
of the Arizona Southern Baptist Convention here voted 422-208 to keep two of its hospitals
rather than sell them to a hospital chain,

The convention turned down an offer from fmerican Medicorp., Inc., to buy the Phoenix
and Scottsdale Baptist Hospitals for $8 million in cash plus assuming outstanding liabilities
of the two hospitals, Total purchase price would have been $12.6 million.

American Medicorp., a Philadelphia-based hospital holding company, had recently purchased
Doctor's Hospital of Phoenix and its officials said they wanted to add the two Phoenix-area
Baptist hospitals to their complex..

The convention's Executive Board had recommended that in the light of the offer, the
special convention be held to consider the sale of the hospitals, but it did not recommend
whether the offer should be accepted or rejected.

During the convention, a motion was made that the convention re-affirm its 1968 convention
action to continue its hospital ministry, and not to sell the hospitals.

» substitute motion which in effect accomplished the same thing was offered by James
Staples, former editor of the Baptist Beacon in Phoenix and now public relations director
for the Scottsdale Hospital,

Staples' motion stated that "...In order that we may keep our fellowship, and have
faith in our God and ourselves, I recommend that we keep our institutions and agencies and
instruct the Executive Board to study and recommend to the November, 1969 convention, ways
and means of a closer relationship between our institutions and agencies, even to the sharing
of available monies in a legitimate and ethical manner..."

The motion also asked for a study of the ‘rizona Baptist Hospital Association in an
effort to allign the association more closely with the convention.

In the end, the convention voted 422-208 in favor of Staples' motion, settling the
question and turning down the offer to buy.

American Medicorp representative Dr. Allen Ginn commended the convention '"for your
democracy, and for your sincere interest in your fine hospitals.

"They are among the very best hospitals or we would not have wanted them in the first
place,"” Dr. Ginn continued. "I only wish that every hospital had a group of people like
you behind them."

Convention Executive Secretary Charles L. McKay declared after the vote: "This is our
finest hour." He said the vote "reassures ourselves that we are in the businefs of giving
the total gospel to the total man.

"To my knowledge," McKay added, '"no individual or group of individuals has led any
crusade or campaign whatsoever to sell either of our hospitals. The offer came, and the
officers of the Arizona Southern Baptist Convention felt that the people ought to decide....

"They have spoken,' McKay said. '"At least two thirds of those who voted went on record
as being completely dedicated to hospital ministries as a part of our mission endeavor to
get the gospel to all men everywhere.

"After much deliberation, the fact remains that the convention believes in this ministry
and we shall commit ourselves to becomming one of the great medical complexes needed in
Arizona," said McKay. 'We must not settle for mediocrity."

Attendance at the special called session, held at First Southern Baptist Church of
Glendale, topped 1200, with 920 registered messengers from at least 150 churches, Convention
officials said it was the largest attendance in its history.
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Chafin Urges Evangelicals: %c\ MK
Enlarge Outreach Target ‘iaa

MINNEAPOLIS (BP)--A Southern Baptist speaking to the U, §. Congress on Evangelism here
called on evangelical churches to enlarge their target of evangelism.

Kenneth Chafin, professor of evangelism at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Louisville, cited two areas in which this enlargement needed to take place--with young people
and adults not reared in the church, and with classes of people other than the majority of
the membership.

"Let's face it, most of our evangelism is baptizing the children of the families of our
churches," Chafin said.

"The church that is nothing but a sociological extension of the family will never need
the power of the resurrection. We already have all the power we need for the tasks we are
attempting. We need to undertake larger tasks,'" he said.

Chafin asked that churches move out of their hot houses and into the fields of the world
to share with all people the gospel.

Chafin was the most prominent Southern Baptist, other than Billy Graham, on the program
of the congress. He was pinchhitting for the SBC President W, A, Criswell, Criswell was
unable to attend because of minor surgery,

During its third day, the congress took an unexpected turn of linking conservative
evangelicalism with the Negro struggle for equality. Black leaders in a press conference
expressed surprise that the congress so quickly came to grips with what they called the real
issues of our society,

One black fueheran, Nelson Trout, said, 'Many of us came with tongue-in-cheek, but we
hava sensed a rebirth of the church, addressing itself to the world, The congress has showed.!
an awareness that the world set the agenda."

Tom Skinner, a fiery young black evangelist from New York who brought the congress to
its feet with a standing ovation, said "This is the most historic church congress ever to
meet in our country, and if we leave here without our heads screwed on, we can make an impact
on this country."

Skinner challenged white Christians to be ready to die for the cause of racial equality.
"The black revolution obliges true believers to express their love toward each other even if
it means ultimate sacrifice."

He said that the current revolution is one with identity, community and power. He com-
pared the present age with the time in which Jesus' disciples lived, when there was a con-~
frontation of Jewish nationalist-radicals with a Roman establishment. The disciples he de-
clared pointed to a better way even though it meant alienation from both elements.

He emphasized the need for the conservative evangelical to open up Bible schools,
seminaries, colleges, businesses, and churches to the black Christian.

"Because the conservative schools were closed to the black Christian, they went to the
more theologically liberal schools and consquently most of the black leadership has a liberal
orientation," he exclaimed.

When the guestion of Communist influence in the black community was raised during a press
conference, Trout said, "I don't want to dignify Communism by giving them the credit,
People ask 'who stirred them up?' as though black people do not have enough sense to know
that someone has their foot on their neck,”

He said it was simply an easy out--to blame the Communist.
"The church must take a stand against racism," Skinner said. "It must do so on the
grounds as such principles are based on the Kingdom of God. It must be willing to loose

its shirt for such a stand."

Skinner said the church had produced '"relationships thicker than brother and sister.
That fellowship in the Christian church supersedes every other type of relationship."

Black churchmen composed less than 2 per cent of the delegates attending the congress.
There short representation was blamed on two factors: the expense of the congress and the

conflict of dates with meeting with large Negro Baptist conventions.
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Georgia Board Avoids Federal lx .
Aid, Approves Hospital Loan 1))

ATLANTA (BP)--The Georgia Baptist Convention Executive Committee, plagued in recent
years by persistent debate over federal funds for Baptist schools, went through one of its
busiest sessions in years without a ripple of debate or controversy.

Federal aid was not discussed, buit is expected to draw major attention when MHercer
University reports to the convention in November on its February application for federal const-
runtion grants gn application which followed three recent counvention votes against the use of
federal funds for Georgia Baptist institutions. The convention meets in Atlanta Nov. 10-12.

At the Executive Committee meeting, Georgia Baptist Hospital in Atlanta reported that
a major expansion vhich it has been plamning for several years will cost almost $12 millionm,
instead of $9 million as anticipated a year ago.

The Executive Committee gave approval for the hospital to secure a $€ million commercial
loan for the nevw building. The hospital commission has raised $3 million in gifts and pledges.

In another action, the committee approved a 1970 Georgia Baptist Convention Cooperative
Program budget of 55,648,000, an increase of $303,200 over the 1969 budget. Biggest single
increase was a $50,000 hike for state mission funds in Georgia.

The Georgia Executive Committee also gave preliminary approval to a statement of Purpose
for Goergia Baptists in Christian higher education. Its Education Commission has been study-
ing such a statement for almost two years.

The statement is a broad, general one which reaffirms the validity of "institutions
of higher learning with a Christian philosophy, perspective and commitment."

An Executive Committee resolution urged the Georgia delegation in the U, S, Congress to
work for tax law revisions 'which maintain essential incentives to giving in support of
religious, educational and benevolent causes."

That resolution specifically mentioned "
of tax on capital gains"

gifts of appreciated property without payment
and other charitable gifts and trusts.

The Georgia convention leaders also urged the pastoral care program of Georgia Baptist
Hospital to "consider the possibility of expanding its program to include a counseling
ministry to pastors."

The committee voted to sponsor publishing of a book on the history of the Georgia
Baptist Convention, to be published in 1972, when the convention will be 150 years old.

James A. Lester, editor of the Tennessee B:ptist and Reflector and former public relations
secretary for Georgia Baptists, was asked to urite the new history.

Georgia Baptists were also asked to make cash offerings to help Baptist churches,
individuals and institutions in Mississippi, Louisiana and Alabama to repair damages caused
by Hurricane Camille,

Two retirements and one resignation were announced to the committee. Retiring as of
Dec. 31, will be Arthur Hinson, Annuity Board representative and assistant executive
secretary, and Mrs, Martha R. Settle, music field worker. Garnie A. Brand resigned as
Training Union secretary to become development director for Norman College (Baptist),
Norman Park, Ga,.
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Church To Get Estate: It [)
Shouldn't Happen To A Dog 9/11/69 %

LOUISVILLE (BP)--Ualnut Street Baptist Church here has been named the ultimate bene-
ficiary of a $72,300 trust fund set up by the late Mrs. Louis R, Jones, but it may be a
decade or more before the church gets anything,

Hrs. Jones, G1, died in December of 1967, without any survivors,

That is, without any "human" survivors. She had three dogs, named Bozo, Dolly, and
Skippy.

The $72,300 trust fund goes first for "the care and maintenance" of the three dogs
during their lifetime, All three are in "excellent health," reported the veterinarian at the
animal hospital vhere the doss are housed,
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So the church will have to wait a while for the gift., The veterinarian says the'life
span of a dog has gone up to an average of 12 to 14 years,

In a few years, some church member is liable to declare: "Dog-gone; good gift!"
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Texas Board Recommends
Federal Loans For Apencies 9/11/69 -ﬂb

DALLAS (BP)--The Executive Board of the Baptist Genmeral Convention 07 'Temnns votied hewe o
recommend that its institutions, including schools and hospitals, be alloved to seek long-
term, loveinterest rate government loans.

The recommendation, which will come up for consideration at the annual convention when
it meets in San Antonio in November, is identical to a recommendation which the convention
defeated by a vote of 739 to 536 during its 1966 annual session.

Included in the recommendation is a clause stating that the institutions should volun-
tarily reimburse the govermment annually for the amount of interest to cover the government
subgidy involved in the loan,

In other action, the 192-member board voted to recommend a $14% million budget for 1970
to the convention, and approved a report from a Cooperative Program study committee which
would alter the budget format and planning, if approved at the convention,

The board also authorized up to $5,000 for possible use in filing an "amicus curiae"
(friend of court) brief to the Supreme Court which would present a Texas Baptist viewpoint
on taxation of church and denominational property.

The board approved a request by Baptist lMemorial Hospital in San Antonio to lease two
satellite hospitals, with an option to buy the facilities.

Actual text of the recommendation on federal loans reads as follows:

""Je recommend that the Baptist General Convention of Texas approve the securing of long-
term, low-interest loans from public funds for construction of buildings by Texas Baptist
institutions, provided the institution voluntarily reimburses the govermment annually the
additional amount of interest which will cover the govermment subsidy involved in the loan.

"This amount will be determined by the Treasury Department estimate of cost based on
the average rate produced by the going market yicld on issues with remaining terms to maturity
of 15 years or more at the time the loan is secured plus one-fourth of one per cent per
annum for administrative costs. The amount of the subsidy each year will be recommended to
the institutions on this basis by the Program Coordinating Committee of the Executive Board,"
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Enlarged Evangelism Concept \6
Proposed To End Polarization 9/11/69 5

MINNEAPOLIS (BP)--A Presbyterian minister from Washington, D.C,, supgested an enlarged
conzept of evangelism during the U, S, Congress on Evangelism here to 'help dissolve the
destructive polarization between evangelism and social responsibility."

Richard C. Halverson, noted author and pastor of Fourth Presbyterian Church in Washington
asked the 5,097 delegates, including 500 Southern Baptists, to lay aside conventional
views for the purpose of rediscovering what the New Testament says about evangelism.

"Evangelism is treated," he said, "not as o task to be done, a department of church life,
and not even as the primary role of the church. Rather, evangelism is something that is
happening all the time when the church is truly community, truly in fellowship, truly re-
neved and renewing."

He asked why some Christians isolate and emphasize evangelism as being more important
than the two great commandments which comprehend all the law and the prophets, "to love God
and neighbor."

He further asled how some Christians could separate the Great Commission with its man-
date, '"teaching them to gbserve all things whatsoever I have commanded you,"

He criticized pastors who "are on the backs of people," exhorting them to witness and
scolding them for failing "instead of feeding them so they will be healthy--rightly related
to Christ and the community."
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The deepest need of most Christians, he said, is for the nourishment which the whole
council of God provides in authentic fellowship,

EpiscOpal layman Keith Miller, characteristically frank, told the congress that 'we
evangelicals are the most frustrated of all people with our problems of the inward journey."

He indicated that the problem is worse for the commited Christian because he has been
taught that if he is restless or lonely, it may be a reflection on the depth of his
commitment,

"hen we commited Christians get wulnerable enough to open our lives in a natural way,
people see the living Christ at work, healing and changing miserable lives before their eyes.
Sometimes they find hope," he said.

Miller, noted for his frank sharing of his own pilgrimage in his books, said, '"Real
fellowship cannot be programmed in the church basement with Koolaid. I believe the answer
will have to have built into it a restless unfulfillment, as a serum must have within it
something of the disease."”

The church has identified too closely with the answer, and not enough with the problem,
Miller suggested. '"Those who become vulnerable enough to the problems to identify with
them will be those who are able to share their faith with the world."

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary Professor Kemneth L. Chafin of Louisville, during
a press conference, explained the generation gap within the churches by characterizing young
people as being idealistic concerning social issues and relativistic om personal morality,
while adults are just the opposite.

Chafin said young people need (1) secure and mature leadership from adults "who don't
come apart when confronted with today's problems," (2) an interest in the structures of the
church, since the only thing many have been given to do is to rebell, (3) acceptance as
persons though not necessarily approval, and (4) a word from the church that adults know
the context in which young people are living.

The Baptist professor also observed that American Protestantism has been hypocritical
in its attitude toward the poor, reacting more to govermmental programs than to the needs of
the people or to Biblical teachings,

"We feel we can excuse our lack of compassion for the poor by criticising and rejecting
governmental programs," Chafin said. "I know of churches with hundred thousand dollar budgets

that spend less than $300 for the poor in their community,"
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