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SBC Rejects Demand:? 
Sf Black Manifesto 

I 

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--The Southern Bap t i s t  Convention here adopted overwhelmingly a 
r e so lu t ion  totalLy r e j e c t i n g  the demacds, p r i n c i p l e s ,  and methods of the Black Manifesto, 
refus ing t o  so f t en  the  hard-hi t t ing  language of the  statement,  

A s  adopted by the  convention, the  r e so lu t ion  s t a t e d :  

"3e i t  fu r the r  resolved that wc xejecr i n  to ta l  the demands, princ ip les  and methods 
espoused by t h e  National hlack Economic Development Council which has made outrageous 
r'laims against r e l i g i o u s  bodies In our nat ion,  proclaiming our disapproval  of the  intimi- 
dat ion ,  ttrsets, acd ult imaturr .~ prcwegstcd by leaders of t h i s  movement.. ." 

Ruzmrs l l ~ d  h2ez rempant that the ai~thor of the Bleck Mnr.ifesto, James Forman, might 
came t o  the conventicn t o  present  personally h is  demands f o r  repara t ions ,  but Forman never 
showo-d. 

An e f f o r t  to 9oT:en tht: r ~ ~ c l u t i c n  by de le t ing  the words "the demands'' and  principle^^^ 
$f the Black Man; fee:o, a:;d ciclet inc the  ward "outrageous" lost with  only a few dozen 
mccsengers wanti~g t.o cof ten  the wordl .ng .  

Robert: Alley, profersgr az t k e  University of Richmond, Va., suppotted the  request t o  
d - l n t e  the  word;, exp ia in iq?  t h a t  the convention had a r i g h t  t o  r a i s e  quest ions concerning 
the r n e t h ~ d , ~  h1rxr.l~ mili:.antf; c,-cd i n  makine the demi~d:  f o r  repara t ions ,  but  was hardly i n  
#.I  sitio ion Po q w s t i c n  t h z  motrvcs of b lsck  psople who had been oppressed f o r  years. 

Ona major chango,, hnwever, was made i n  the  resolu t ion .  A paragraph was deleted  which 
urged Cp-ltkern i iapt fs ts  t o  r i v e  c o n t i n ~ ~ n g  suppor t  t o  cll government and s o c i a l  se rv ice  
agencies, which work t n r o u g h l ~ g i t i ~ t e  means 2nd chatinels t o  l i f t  the  rcpterial  and social 
z t z t u s  of 11ecdy people .  

A standing vo'.:: on the de le t ion  of the paragraph ttas s o  c lose  t h a t  messengers had ta 
use t h e i r  l a s t  printed be l lo tn .  CoL?sidcraticn of the  e n t i r e  r e so lu t ion  was delayed f o r  
more an hour w h ~ l e  the b ~ l l o t s  were csunted. 

Glenn Lak-hon, pas tor  i n  Fores t  City, Fla . ,  made the  motion that the  paragraph be 
dclcted, saying E a p t i s t s  ought ;lot t o  support j u s t  any "hairbrained idea" the  government 
might come up wi th  i n  the  povezLy prograa. 

Several  nther amndmears to chanee the  r e so lu t ion  f a i l e d .  h e  would have asked t he  
Soathern Raptist  Home Mission Nard :  i n  c ~ n t ~ n t l i n g  to implement the 1968 SBC-adopted "State- 
xwnt Cocccrz'ng +.he Crisis in Our l;z.tion, " to be careful. to maintain the  balance between 
f a i t h  and works, evaz;elism and social action. 

Another zrnendmmt tdiich iost would hcve charged a statement urqing Bapt i s t s  t o  work 
f o r  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  and p o l i t i c a l  emancjpaticn among a l l  peoples by deleting. the  key words 
ahd c a l l i n g  on ali citizens instead t o  seek f irst  the Kingdom of God. 

A s  adopted by the c o n v e n t i ~ n ,  the  strongly-worded reso lu t ion  not onby rejected the 
demarlds of black. m i l i t a n t 3  for rcparat icni ; ,  but a l s o  expressed apprecia t ion  f o r  those 
persons a d  agencies tchich have made courageous e f f o r t s  to  work f o r  rac ia l  justice and 
human betterment in d i f f i c u l t  areas.  

I 

The reso lu t ion  concluded by c a l l i n g  upon " a l l  citizens of whatever r ace ,  creed or 
na t iona l  x i g i n  t o  work for racia 1 justice, economic improvement, p o l i t i c a l  emancipation, 
epucational  advancement and Chr i s t i an  understanding among a l l  peoples of  the  na t ion  and 
wpr l d  . " 

The resolution also reaffirmed the Statement Concerning the  Crisis i n  Our Nation 
adopted by the SEC i n  1968 which declared,  among other  th ings ,  commitment t o  ob ta in  equal 
humn and legal r i g h t s  fo r  a l l  people, r e f u s a l  t o  be a part of racism, and acceptance of 
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every Chris t ian ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of r a c e  as a b ro the r  welcome i n  church fellowship, It further 
urged t he  Home Mission Board and o t h e r  agencies  t o  g i v e  prayerfu l  urgency t o  cont inuing  
implementation of  the crisis s ta tement .  
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SBC Adopts Five Resolu t ions  
Defeats One ( 7  Objectors  

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--After extending time for  debate  and running out of  o f f i c i a l  
b a l l o t s ,  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention he re  adapted f i v e  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  and narrowly 
defea ted  a r e s o l u t i o n  concerning conscientious o b j e c t o r s  t o  m i l i t a r y  se rv i ce .  

Resolut ions were adopted urg ing  a B a p t i s t  hospital i n  New Orleans t o  put i t s  pol icy  
of i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  a c t i o n ,  r eques t ing  more u s e  of B a p t i s t  ' c'..urch educational curr iculum 
ma te r i a l s ,  opposing a Uni ted States r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  the Vatican, urging peace and j u s t i c e  
f o r  all men, and asking B a p t i s t s  t o  s tudy a p p l i c a t i o n s  of the first amendment to  the  
Cons t i t u t ion .  

Rejected,  a f t e r  lengthy debate and an amendment t o  the text,  was a resolutian that 
would have re-affirmed a 1940 convention a c t i o n  aslcing for that those  who f o r  reasons of 
r e l i g i o u s  convic t ion  are opposed t o  m i l i t a r y  service should be exempted from forced 
m i l i t a r y  consc r ip t ion .  

An amendment to  the  r e s o l u t i o n  was o f f e r e d  by J i m  Horaardof Georgia who asked that a 
sentence  t o  be  deleted which s t a t e d  -that t h e  :reroluticn did not imply approval or 
support  o f  any who r e f u s e  to  accept  the  f u l l  o b l i g a t i o n  of  r e spons ib l e  c i t i z e n s h i p .  

Howard said t h a t  t hesen tence  was ob jec t ionab le  because it implied that when someone 
has r e l i g i o u s  convic t ions ,  he i s  a substandard c i t i z e n .  

Emotional p l e a s  for the  sen tence  t o  remain came from Arthur Leininger  of Tampa, Fla., 
B i l l  P a l e  of Richron, Miss., and Jerry Douglas of  Clbvis, N.M. 

They argued t ha t  t o  d e l e t e  t h e  sen tence  would he lp  those who have burned d r a f t  cards, 
t h a t  i t  would be a direct s l a p  i n  the face 'to thousands'bf p 7 z i ~ ~ l s  who ss?;.a I*" tL.& ntlita 
and t h a t  i t  was no t  i n  tune wi th  Christianity and pa r t r i o t i sm.  

A s tuden t  from t h e  Univers i ty  of Richmond, Steve Hasse l l ,  favored the proposal, 
b u t  was i n t e r r u p t e d  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  t imes as he t r i e d  t o  speak. 

On the  f i n a l  s t and ing  vo te ,  b a l l o t i n g  was s o  close t h a t  the messengers had t o  use 
t h e i r  l a s t  official p r i n t e d b a l l o t .  ~ b v o t e  count  was no t  announced, only t h a t  t he  
r e s o l u t i o n  fa i led.  

Another r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  drew debate  asked Southern Bap t i s t  Hospital i n  New Orleans 
to br ing  a c t u a l  practice i n  l i n e  wi th  its s t a t e d  pol icy  of making i ts  s e r v i c e s  available 
to  a l l  persans r ega rd l e s s  of race, creed, c o l o r ,  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n ,  or  a b i l i t y  t o  pay. The 
r e s o l ~ t i c n  passed by an est imated two to one nargin, 

On t h e  Vietnam war, t h e  convention appro-zed a r e s o l u t i o n  urging P res iden t  Richard 
Nixon and o t h e r  r e spons ib l e  d ip lomat ic  leaders "to pursue every poss ib l e  e f f o r t  t o  
secure an e q u i t a b l e  s e t t l emen t  of  t he  Vietnam conflict as soon as humanly poss ib l e . "  

It a l s o  commended Defense Sec re t a ry  Melvin Laird for h i s  appea ls  t o  the Hanoi 
government t o  g r a n t  basic humanitarian and legal r i g h t s  to American p r i s o n e r s  of  war. 

Two approved r e s o l u t i o n s  d e a l t  w i th  s e p a r a t i o n  of  church and s t a t e ,  one opposing 
appointment of a United States r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  the Vatican, and r ea f f i rming  oppos i t ion  
t o  the use of public t a x  funds for religious functions or i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

A r e s o l u t i o n  concerning the  F i r s t  Amendment was adopted by the convention asking 
Baptists t o  c a r e f u l l y  s tudy the  contemporary a p p l i c a t i o n s  of the First Amendment i n  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  they face, but d i d  not  support  the Dirksen Amendment t o  t h e  First Amendment as 
o r i g i n a l l y  requested.  

(more) 
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Claud Logan Aebury of Wilrnington, N. C . ,  who of fered  the  r e so lu t ion  t o  the  committee, 
asked t o  read h i s  vers ion  a s  submitted t o  the  committee t o  the  convention, but  was ruled out  
of order .  

Asbury d isagreed ,  and Convention Pres ident  W. A .  Cr i swel l  ordered him t o  be sea t ed .  
Af t e r  some shoving behind the  platform, Criswell shouted t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no way t o  conduct the 
convention except- by fol lowing the r u l e s .  " I ' m  t he  p re s iden t  of t h i s  convention," he declared. 

I n  previous  conventions, Southern B a p t i s t s  have opposed any change i n  t h e  F i r s t  Amend- 
ment, saying it is  adequate t o  p r o t e c t  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y .  

Another r e s o l u t i o n  adopted by t h e  convention gave "encouragement and support t o  our  
Congressmen" who a r e  backing l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  Congress dea l ing  with r egu la t ion  and poss ib l e  
d e l e t i o n  of c i g a r e t t e  end l i q u o r  advert isement  from t h e  mass media. 

Messengers a l s o  approved a  r e s o l u t i o n  urging Bap t i a t s  t o  use t h e  Life and Work curr iculum 
mater ia ls  prepared e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  Southern B a p t i s t s  by the  Sunday School Board. 

A r e s o l u t i o n  which e a r l i e r  had been submitted t o  the  r e s o l u t i o n s  committee opposing 
tbe  A n t i - B a l l i s t i c  Missle System was r e f e r r e d  by t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  committee by vote  of the  
cbnvention t o  the Bap t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on Pub l i c  A f f a i r s  i n  Washington f a r  s t u d y  and a 
ppss ib l e  s ta tement .  

- 30 - 

SpC Dele ts  Recommendations 
From Extremism Statement 

i 

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--Messengers t o  t h e  Southern Baptist:Convention voted he re  t o  r ece ive  
t h e  r e p o r t  of i t s  C h r i s t i a n  Life Connnission on extremism but  t o  d e l e t e  i t s  s p e c i f i c  recom- 
mkndations. 

Richard B a r r e t t ,  a layman from Pe laha tch ie ,  Miss,, who i d e n t i f i e d  himeelf a s  a Vietnam 
ve teran ,  introduced t h e  motion to d e l e t e  t h e  recommendations. 

H e  t o l d  the  messengers meeting in t h e  Rivergate  Exhib i t ion  Center here t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i s  a worthy one but i n  need of f u r t h e r  s tudy.  

A s t r o n g l y  worded s ta tement  pre l iminary  t o  t h e  recommendations presented by C h r i s t i a n  
Life Commission Executive Secretary Foy Valent ine,  condemned extremism, both of t h e  l e f t  
akd r i g h t  as "dangerous , I t  " i n s id ious  , I 1  and "an t i -Chr i s t i an .  " 

The statement  d id  not  name any s p e c i f i c  ex t r emis t  group or i nd iv idua l  bu t  confined i t -  
self t o  a  s t rong  d i s s e n t  on ex t r emis t  elements which r ep re sen t  "a grave t h r e a t  t o  our p o l i t i -  
c a l ,  economic, socia l  and r e l i g i o u s  l i f e . "  

Recommendations t h e  messengers de l e t ed  would have suggested t h a t  Southern B a p t i s t s  s tudy  
and become a l e r t  t o  ex t r emis t  fo rces .  They enumerated a number of general gu ide l ines  
which C h r i s t i a n s  could fo l low i n  confronting extremism. 

The Chr i s t i an  L i f e   omm mission's pre l iminary  s tatement  bore down equa l ly  hard on 
extremism t o  t h e  r i g h t  and l e f t .  

"Both expressions of extremism i n  t h e  church a r e  equa l ly  d i s r u p t i v e  and d e s t r u c t i v e .  
Bbth have t heo log ica l  overtones when found among church members. 

"Those of t he  l e f t , "  t h e  s tatement  cont inued,  "would tu rn  the  church i n t o  an agency of 
political pres su re  fo r  r a d i c a l  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of s o c i e t y  whi le  ignor ing  the  supe rna tu ra l  

dimension of God's sav ing  grace.. .. 
"Those of t h e  r i g h t  d e c l a r e  t h a t  t he  church ' s  concern is only f o r  man's sou l  and seek 

t o  fo rce  every member i n t o  a  r i g i d  adherence t o  t h e  Bible  a s  they  s e e  i t ,  while  ignor ing  
t h e  s t rong ,  pervasive emphasis of our  Lord upon a costly d i s c i p l i n e  ch i ch  places  moral and 
e t h i c a l  demands upon every  C h r i s t i a n  i n  a l l  personal  and s o c i a l  r e l a t i onsh ips . "  
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SBC Says  "QUEST" Not 
S u i t a b l e  a s  TU Name 

NEW ORLEANS (BP)-"Messengers t o  t h e  S o u t h e r n B a p t i s t  Convention h e r e  t o l d  t h e  B a p t i s t  
Sunday School  Board they  found u n s u i t a b l e  t h e  name "Quest" as t h e  new name f a r  T r a i n i n g  
Union, a Sunday n i g h t  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  churches .  

Noah P h i l l i p s  o f  ICeller ,  Tex., who made t h e  mot ion,  sa id  he f e l t  the  new name was 
silly, impl ied  Sou thern  B a p t i s t s  were u n c e r t a i n  where they were headed, and t h a t  the  
Convention d i d n ' t  have a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n .  

Landrum Leave11 o f  Wich i ta  F a l l s ,  Tex., chairman o f  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  huge p u b l i s h -  
i n g  agency said t h e  d e c i s i o n  l e f t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y .  

Messengers sugges ted  i n d i v i d u a l l y  t h a t  t h e  agency d i s t r f b u t e  l i k r a t u r c  as ~ l a * ~ e d ,  
.but that: ' thc Sunday School ~ o a r d ' t r ~  to come up w i t h  a name more a c c e p t a b l e .  

Within  a few hours  a f t e r  t h e  a c t i o n  was t aken ,  Sou thern  Bapt is t  Sunday School  Board 
Executive S e c r e t a r y  James L. S u l l i v a n  announced t o  t h e  p r e s s  t h a t  board o f f i c i a l s h a d  
dec ided  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  name "Training Union" u n t i l  f u r t h e r  n o t i c e .  

"1.Je have heard  what t h e  conven t ion  i s  s a y i n g ,  and we want t o  respond a s  d e f i n i t e l y ,  
s i n c e r e l y ,  and s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  " S u l l i v a n  said.  

An e f f o r t  t o  g e t  t h e  messengers t o  r e c o n s i d e r  t h e i r  a c t i o n  a l s o  was u n s u c c e s s f u l .  

Wayne Dehoney of L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky., a p a s t  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  conven t ion ,  ca l l ed  f o r  the 
messengers t o  r e c o n s i d e r .  He contended t h e  f i r s t  a c t i o n  was i n c o r r e c t  i n  p r e c e d e n t ,  pro-  
c e d u r e ,  p r a c t i c a l i t y ,  and i n  e t h i c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  

"I r e a c t e d  e m o t i o n a l l y  t o  t h i s  name, " s a i d  Dehoney i n  e x p l a i n i n g  his r e a s o n  f o r  v o t i n g  
a g a i n s t  t h e  name o f  "Quest" i n i t i a l l y .  Here a r e  t h e  added r e a s o n s  he gave,  

" F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  o u r  churches  are i n  t r o u b l e  with t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  programs. FIe are 
b a t t l i n g  a d e c l i n i n g  enrolment .  

"Second, I ' v e  been coming t o  N a s h v i l l e  (home of  the  agency) f o r  bread and I 've  been 
getting a s t o n e .  H e  c i t e d  t h e  church  growth p l a n  o f  a few y e a r s  ago a s  a n  example. 

"While t h i s  may n o t  be  a v a l i d  s t a t e m e n t ,  many of u s  feel t h e r e  i s  a widening gap 
between t h e  p lann ing  desk  and the churches .  

" ~ e ' r e  a s k i n g  f o r  a l a b o r a t o r y  test  of  t h e s e  ideas.  I can't imagine Genera l  Motors 
Corp.,  coming o u t  w i t h  something new without: f i e l d  t e s t i n g  t h e s e  i d e a s .  

Dehoney's remarks drew extended a p p l a u s e  b u t  not his r e q u e s t  t o  r e c o n s i d e r .  

Mrs. R. L. Mathis a f  Birmingham, Ala., newly-e lec ted  p r e s i d e n t  o f  I.70man1s Miss ionary  
ynion,  defended t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of  t h e  name o f  "Quest1'. 
< 

Z b e l i e v e  i t  is  a good word and a s u i t a b l e  word," s h e  s a i d .  'Ve can  malce o f  a word 
a n y t h i n g  we wish.  " 

Mrs. Mathis  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  name had been approved w i t h i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  provided by 
t h e  conven t ion  and c a r r i e d  t h e  endorsement o f  t h e  Sunday School Board ' s  t r u s t e e s .  

I n  o t h e r  a c t i o n  t h e  messengers v o t e d  t o  r e v e a l  t h e  v o t e  f o r  t h e  conven t ion  p r e s i d e n c y ,  
T t  was 1J. A.  C r i s w e l l ,  7,482, and V i l l i a m  Smith,  450, of  a t o t a l  8,179 v o t e s .  
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L L ~ C  , ~ r ~ . , : r i ; ~ i ~ ~  L I L : ) ~ ~ L J  t h i c e  r , u r i ~ n s  on Lac gr  ounus ~ h 2 y  were covered i n  r e s o l u t i o n s  
c o n s i d e r e d  e a r l i e r .  The mot ions  c a l l e d  f o r  a p o l i c y  of d e s e g r e g a t i o n  of a l l  conven t ion  
a g e n c i e s ,  d e s e g r e g a t i o n  of Southern  B a p t i s t  H o s p i t a l  h e r e ,  and B i b l e  r e a d i n g  i n  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s .  

The messengers  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e i r  Execu t ive  Committee a  motion f o r  t h e  board of Sou the rn  
B a p t i s t  H o s p i t a l  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  Medicare  program o r  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .  

Approved was a motion f o r  more r e v e r e n c e  among t h e  messengers  d u r i n g  p r a y e r  and 
S c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g  and a  second a s k i n g  f o r  more a d e q u a t e  time a t  t h e  1970 Convention t o  
t r a n s a c t  b u s i n e s s .  

T r a i n i n g  Union Nzm? 
To Be Kept,  Board Says 

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--Tn responsz  t o  the v o t e  of the Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention t h a t  t h e  
name "Quest" i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be u n s u i t a b l e  a s  a name f o r  t h e  church t r a i n i n g  program 
of  Sou thern  B a p t i s t s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Sunday School 
Board have dec ided  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  name "Tra in ing  Union" f o r  t h e  program a t  this t i m e .  

The d e c i s i o n  fo l lowed  w i t h i n  a few h o u r s  t h e  i n t e n s e  d e b a t e  on t h e  m a t t e r  on t h e  
convent ion f l o o r .  

"'We have h e a r d  what t h e  c o n v e n t i o n : i s  s a y i n g , "  James L. S u l l i v a n ,  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y -  
t r e a s u r e r  of t h e  board ,  "and we want t o  respond a s  d e f i n i t e l y ,  s i n c e r e l y ,  and s y m p a t h e t i c a l l  
a s  p o s s i b l e . "  

The name Oefdu&ktipnnday School Board depar tment  which i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  promotion 
of t h e  church/program w i l l  remain t h e  Church T r a i n i n g  Department,  a r e t i t l i n g  approved by 
the e l e c t e d  Sunday School Board i n  1968 a t  i ts* meet ing a t  G l o r i e t a  B a p t i s t  Assembly a l o n g  
w i t h  t h e  "Quest" name. 

"There i s  nw way of e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  c o s t  of t h i s  &:tion," s t a t e d  P h i l i p  B. H a r r i s ,  
s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  depar tment .  "Nearly 30 church  s t u d y  c o u r s e  books a r e  i n  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  
p r o c e s s .  They w i l l  need c o n s i d e r a b l e  e d i t o r i a l  change.  Q u a n t i t i e s  of f ree  l e a d e r s h i p  
m a t e r i a l s  have been p r i n t e d ,  and w i l l  have t o  be s c r a p p e d ,  

" M a t e r i a l s  i n  Brotherhood and woman's M i s s i o n a r y  Union p u b l i c a t i o n s  c a r r y  c r o s s  re- 
f e r e n c e s  t o  "Questl" which w i l l  need to be d e l e t e d , "  s a i d  H a r r i s .  

"We would need t o  add t o  t h i s  t h e  revision of the  B a p t i s t  Book S t o r e  c a t a l o g ,  which i g  
now b e i n g  p r i n t e d ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  costs of d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  new narne t o  t h i s  p o i n t , "  he adde8.  

Not a l l  of t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  " ~ u e s t "  name w i l l  be dcletcd Some m a t e r i a l s  have . 
a l r e a d y  been p u b l i s h e d  and a r e  a v a i l a b l e  from B a p t i s t  Book S t o r e s .  Such m a t e r i a l s  will 
n o t  be c a l l e d  back,  bu t  w i l l  n o t  have .ma jor  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  , 

t o  board  officials, h e  s a i d .  

"The new name was not t o  have been used on church l i t e r a t u r e  m a t e r i a l s  u n t i l  October 1, 
1970," s t a t e d  Harris. "Thus the change j.s n o t  a s  expens ive  as i t  would have been if t h e  
t a r g e t  d a t e  had been e a r l i e r . "  

.. 
Copy f o r  t h e s e  c u r r i c u l u m  m a t e r i a l s  i s  i n  t h e  process of b e i n g  w r i t t e n ,  b u t  can be 

changed b e f o r e  p r i n t i n g  p r o c e s s e s  have been begun, h e  e x p l a i n e d .  

"Southern  B a p t i s t s  have been a s k i n g  f o r  d r a s t i c  improvements i n  t h e  church t r a i n i n g  
program," s a i d  S u l l i v a n ,  "and t h i s  was t o  have been o u r  e f f o r t  a t  g i v i n g  them t h e s e  
improvements. The r e t e n t i o n  of t h e  p r e s e n t  name w i l l  n o t  markedly s low down t h e  improve- 
ments of  t h e  program i t s e l f ,  however. The program w i l l  s t i l l  s e e k  t o  l ead  Southern  
B a p t i s t s  t o  be  the peop le  of God, i n  knowledge, u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  and s k i l l s , "  
h e  s t a t e d .  

H a r r i s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  p l a n s  w i l l  proceed t o  i s s u e  a new adult c u r r i c u l u m  w i t h  a 
contemporary f l a v o r ,  new you th  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  and f r e s h  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  and p r e -  
s c h o o l e r s .  

The new p e r i o d i c a l s  w i l l  s t i l l  be r e l e a s e d  t o  t h e  churches1 in  Oc tober ,  1970. New 
l e a d e r s h i p  m a t e r i a l s  w i l l  p recede  i s s u a n c e  of  t h e  cur r i cu lum.  

Only t h e  name w i l l  be changed t o  respond t o  t h e  conven t ion .  
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by C a t h e r i n e  A l l e n  

NEW OXLEANS (El?)--Persuns a t t e n d i n g  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention r e g i s t e r e d  s t r o n g  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  r a c i n l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and favored  increased emphasis on s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
i n  an op in ion  p o l l  conducted h e r e .  

With t h e  drop o f  a mai-ble, pe r sons  expressed  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  i n  Marble-matic Research 
a t  the rate of 600 a dey.  

"Your o p i n l o n s  a r e  i c g o r t a n t , "  s a i d  sig:-1s on t h e  booth manned by t h e  r e s e a r c h  and 
s tpt i s t ics  depart me^; of t h e  B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board of N a s h v i l l e ,  Tenn. 

P a r t i c i p a n t s  answered questions rang ing  from government t o  covers  of Sunday School 
1 i ternt r : ra  hy d ropp ing  marL?os beside the  answzrs which matched t h e i r  o p i n i o n s ,  Ques t ions  
were changed each day. 

Four q u e s t i o n s  had ovc.:Lonec of race  r e l a t i o n s  and s o c i a l  a c t i o n .  One asked i f  r a c e  
should be o f z c t o r  in cons ider in ;  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  church memsership, Almost 52 p e r c e n t  s a i d  
no, while 40 percent s a i d  each church must decide t h e  m a t t e r  on i t s  own. S i x  p e r c e n t  
s a i d  y e s .  

Asked i f  t h c y  would uove i f  c o l o r e d  peop le  moved t o  t h e i r  neighbbrKaad* i n  g r e a t  ..w% 
::llrnbers, 46 p c r c e n t  of 621'1 persoas %id n Q 3 7  p e r c e n t  s a i d  maybe, and 14 p e r c e n t  s a i d  
2df in i tc I .y  yt:s. 

On a q u e s i i o n  r e l c t e d  t o  discrf .minztory s a l e  of houses ,  8 1  p e r c e n t  of 211 voters s a i d  
ttnt persons  shoule he pcrmi::te.j t o  choose t he  perzon t o  whom h e  wishes  t o  sell. Fourteen 
pcrzc;i: s a i d  pprson? ~ h o u l d  be required t o  s e l l  houses  t o  t h e  h ighes t  b i d d e r .  

A q u e s t i c n  with t he  p o r t e n t  of s o c i a l  e t h i c s  s a i d ,  "Consider-ing t h e  emphasis each 
of the fol!.owln:: artlss h a s  r e c e i v e d  i n  Smithern B a p t i s t  churches ,  which one most needs 
41 ? A C I : C . ? . S ~ ~  emphasis now?" 

Fo:-ty-o:~e p e r c e n t  :!lid t h e  i n c r e a s e d  emphasis should  be on C h r i s t i a n  e t h i c s  and s o c i a l  
re lq t i3r ; sh ipr .  Twenty. .~ix p e r c e n t  suppor ted  emphasis on B a p t i s t  d o c t r i n e ,  15 p e r c e n t  on 
evc~ ;= l i sm,  2nd 16 p?;cent on worship. 

A quc~tS_o3 p r ~ l h i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  Vietnam War i n d i c a t e d  60 p e r c e n t  thought  t h e  Uni ted 
S t n t e s  w : ~ s  :!-sh:: i n  s c c d i r : ~  t r o o p s  t o  V i e 3 a m .  Thi r ty- four  p e r c e n t  thought send ing  t r o o p s  
was a m i s t a k e .  

: Sixcy- f fve  rF-rtCilt of 219 v o t e r s  s t r o n g l y  c r  mild1.y agreed t h a t  war i s  justified when 
o t k e r  v,:ys ~f sectling intcrlntional disputes f a i l .  T h i r t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  e i ther  midly  or 
z f r o n g l y  diczgre~d. 

E i g h t - f i v e  p e r c e n t  of 627 v o t e r s  s a i d  t h a t  e v e r y  p h y s i c a l l y  fit young American male 
s l o u l d  t,c w i l l i n g  t o  serve  i n  t h e  Armed b'orces. 

Richty-tho p e r c e p t  of 507 v r t e r s  gave Richard M. Nixon approva l  i n  h i s  h a n d l i n g  of t h e  
nresidency , wiiF1.e o n l y  2 percen"dj.sapproved, 

I n  o t h z r  government - re la ted  q u e s t i o n s ,  60 p e r c e n t  of i n t e r v i e w e e s  viewed b ig  government 
c s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  t k r c a t  t g  t h e  coul l t rg  i n  the  future. S i x t e e n  p e r c e n t  po in ted  t o  labor a s  t h e  
Z ~ r g e s t  t : , ; . e g t ,  while 13 percent: p o i n t e d  t o  b i g  b u s i n e s s .  

S i x t y  p e r c e n t  of 511 i n t e r v i e w e e s  s t r o n g l y  o r  m i l d l y  agreed t h a t  t h e y  would r a t h e r  c l o s e  
Ea~tist schools  than to a c c e p t  f i n a n c i a l  aid from t h e  f e d e r a l  government. 

Approximately 44 p e r c e n t  of p o l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  on Monday and Tuesday and 54 p e r c e n t  on 
Wednesday were church s t a f f  members. 

Elnrt in Brad ley ,  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Research and Statistics Department o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  
Sandsy School. Boar<, s a i d  t h i s  i s  the seventh consecutive y e a r  on opinion p o l l  has been 
conducted at t h e  Convention.  
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SBC Meamki$ers Favor - 
SociaLActicn i n  Pall 
* by Catherine Allen 

- A WW OXLEANS (Be)--Persuns attending the Southern Baptist  Convention register d stxong 1 opposition t o  rac ia l  discrirdnaelon and favored increased e q h a a i s  on aocial  relationships 

t in en o p i n i o n  p o l l  conducfgd,here. 

1 With the d r q  of e wrb le ,  persons expressed their opinions i n  Marble-matie Research 
a t  the rate of 600 a day. 

'Tour opinions are fra;>ortent," said signs on the booth manned by the research and 
stnti~tics department of the-Bapt is t  Sunday Schoal Board of Naa$vflle, Tennd 

Participants anawered q.at@s'ciona rttnging from government t o  covers of Sunday School 
l i  teratcro t y  dropping marbles beside the answers which matched their opinions a Qvestions 
were changed each day. 

, Four questions had overtonee of race relations and social  actfan. One asked Zf race 
should be n fector In cona-frlerin3 applicants for church mem5erahi.p. Almost 52  percent sa id  
nb, while 40 percent aaid each &hurc$ must decide the mtter on its own. Six percent 

' s a i d  yes. 

Asked i f  they would move i-f colortad people moved t o  their ncighbbhbad' i n  great .& 
nrdsrs, 48 percent; of 624 psrroas m i d  37 percent aafd maybe, and 14 parosnt said 
d ~ f % n i r e l y  y 8 ~ s .  

On a quescion related t o  discrLminatory s a l e  of houees, 81 percent of 211 vatars said 
t h a t  geraons should be permfttod t o  choose the person t o  whom he wishes t o  se l l .  Foutcean 
percent said persons st1ou2d he requIrced t o  msflhouses t o  the highest bidder. 

A queaticn with rhe partant: of social ethics said, "Coasidecing the emphasis each 
of the following ureas has reaa%ved &a Southern Baptist  churchss, which one moat needs 
a:l increased emphasis nowrr' 

a Party-one percent veid the increased q h a s i s  should be on Christian ethics and social 
relotionships. Twenty-~aix percent supported emphasis on Bapt i s t  doctrine, 15 percent an 
avcrx~alism, 2nd 16 percent on worship. 

A qucction p r ~ 5 i n g  suppait for the Vietnam War ind icated  60 percent thought the Uhited 
S t a t e s  was z ight  in sending t r o ~ p s  t o  Vietnam. ihirty-four percent thought sending c m w a  
was o mistake. 

: Sixty-five percent o f  219 voters strongly or mildly agreed that war is juot&fled *an 
ocker v ~ y s  of settling international d i ~ p u t e a  f a i l .  Thirty-five percent either .idly or 
strongly disagreed. 

Eight-five percent of 637 voters s a i d  that  every physically f i t  young American male 
should be willing t o  serve in the A m d  Forces. 

Eighty-cwo percent o f  567 voesre &eve Richard H. Nixon approval in his  handling of the 
presidency, while only a piir;d@nt disapproved. 

XQ other government*xelatsd questions, 60 percent of intervicwees viewed big govemwnt 
a s  the greatest threat t o  tha coui~try in the future. Sixteen percent pointed t o  \&o: &r the ~ 

"lergest threat ,  while 13 percmt portnted to  big business. 

Sixty percent of 511 SfiteWferweas strongly or mildly agreed that  they -wovld r~tbar cloaa 
- - srOLioe ~ c h m l s  than to qae%p& ffn@ecii.l a i d  from the federal government. 

Approximately 44 percegg o f  p o l l  participants on Monday and Tuesday and 54 percent on 
Wednesday were church staff wmbere. 

" ~. , , ,.' Martin Bradley, rlarcz$@ary of Research and Statistics Department of the Bapt i s t  
, , , h . b d a y  School Board, edflT,%hSg 18 the seventh consecutive year an opinion p o l l  ha3 bdcen -- - dondwted o t the Coa%qgpi.q$~I **' ' 
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FINAL SBC ROUNDUP 

B a p t i s t s  Take D i m  View 
Of O b j e c t o r s ,  M i l i t a n t s  

By Roy Jenn ings  

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--A record-break ing  throng o f  messengers t o  t h e  112th  meet ing of the 
Southern B a p t i s t  Convention took a dim view o f  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s  and t h e  Black 
Mani fes to  o f  Negro m i l i t a n t s ,  w h i l e  speak ing  o u t  on a dozen i s s u e s  and r c - e l e c t i n g  
P r e s i d e n t  W. A. C r i s w c l l .  

The n e a r l y  17,000 messengers a l s o  found "Quest," the new name f o r  T r a i n i n g  Union, 
u n s u i t a b l e  because  o f  i t s  lack of d i g n i t y  and i m p l i c a t i o n s  and c o n n o t a t i o n s  of t h e  word. 
O f f i c i a l s  of the Southern  B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board s a i d  t h e  name would remain 
T r a i n i n g  Union f o r  thc t ime be ing .  

Messengers r e c e i v e d  progress r e p o r t  o f  t h e i r  19 Convention a g e n c i e s  but d e c l i n e d  t o  
!ake a c t i o n  on 12 recommendations o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission on extremism. 

The r e p o r t  of t h e  s o c i a l  a c t i o n  agency condemned extremism, b o t h  o f  t h e  l e f t  and 
r i g h t ,  as "dangerous,  i n s i d i o u s ,  and a n t i - C h r i s t i a n . "  

I n  a r e s o l u t i o n  on C h r i s t i a n  s o c i a l  concern ,  t h e  messengers s a i d  they r e j e c t e d  i n  
e o t a l  t h e  demands, p r i n c i p l e s ,  and methods espoused by t h e  N a t i o n a l  Black Economic 
Deve lqprnen t Counc i 1. > I  , . , ,  

The messengers c a l l e d  t h e  claims f o r  $500 m i l l i o n  i n  r e p a r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  r e l i g i o u s  
b o d i e s  ip thy n a t i o n  "outrageous" and expressed  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  " i n t i m i d a t i o n ,  
threats ,  - m d  ul t imatums propagsltcd.by . l & a d ~ r s  iof ' t rhe mve&nt. 

A t  the same t i m e  t h c  messengers c a l l e d  upon a l l  c i t i z e n s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of r a c e ,  creed, 
o r  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n  t o  work f o r  r a c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  economic improvement, p o l i t i c a l  
emancipat ion,  e d u c a t i o n  advancement, and C h r i s t i a n  unders tand ing  among a l l  peop le ,  and 
r e a f f i r m e d  t h e  SBC S ta tement  on t h e  Crisis i n  t h e  Nation adopted las t  y e a r .  

> 3 "  , '  T : 
A need f o r  a g r e a t e r  emphasis on fami ly  l i f e  ,and s q  educatkon through the home 

ahd church and f ~ r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fgr B a p t i s t  young t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i v  the ~ e e i s i o n -  
d c i r l &  p r o c e s s  o f  the ,  &&mination,  a l s o  was f o r m a l l y  noted.  

The messengers expressed  the hope the b r o a d e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  would provi,de a p r o d u c t i v e  
o u t l e t  for the c u r r ~ n t  c r i f i c a l  r o l e  of y o u t h  w i t h i n .  t h h L e x i s t i n g  s t r uc tu r e  o f  the  . I" 
d e w m i n a t i o n .  . . , , , I , , 

, " 
Efforts t o  ' r e a f f i r m  a denomina t iona l  p o s i t i o n  of 29 y e a r s  t h a t  pe rsons  opposed t o  

r n i l i t a r y . . s e r v i c e  f o r  rel ig, ious c o n y i c t i ~ n s  be exempted from f o r c e d  y i l i t a r y  c q n s c r i p k i o n  
> 2  > 

los t ,  by + &,r,oy vote. . . , ' # ,  

Attempts  to pus$ thrgugh conyen t ion  p o s i t , i ~ n s  OIJ p u t t i n g  the  Bib, le  back i n  p u b l i c  
gnhools and r e q u i r i n g  wr i te rs  and seminary prafessors td sign d o c t r i n a l  s t a tcq len t s  were 
d e f e a t e d  o r  mod'ified. 

1 ,   he reguesf £of t h e  r e t u r n  o f  the Bible t o  s o h o o l s  was cayght up inL+ I 1  

r s s ~ l u t i o ?  aqk i& &apt i s t s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  t o  s t u d y  &re f u l l y  t h e  p r e s e n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  
t h e  F i r s t  Amendment 'of the United S t a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e i r  a r e a .  

~ e s s e n ~ e r s  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  t he  othe;  request a w t i o n  i n s  try;  tisg the colwntian t o  
c a l l " , t ~ ,  the a t q e n t i ~ n  o f  f+hqir f lgencies  thf. d o c t r i n a l  s t a t e m e n t  framed a f t e r  c a r e f u l  
d i s c u s s i o n  i n  1963 and t o  u r g e  elected t r u s t e e s  o f  khese  a g e n c i e s  t o  make s u r e  t h e i r  
programs a r e  consis ten:  w i t h  iv, 

. 1- 

As i q i t i a ~ l ~ ' ~ r c s e n t e d , ~  the3  mot ioq c a l i e d  f o l  a l l  writers o f  Sunday ~ c h o o l  and 
Trai.ning, U . n i ~ v  l i terature and geminary p r o f e s s o r s  t o  s ign  s t a t e q e n t s  'la£ f i r m i n g  ' t h e i r  
p e r s o n a l  b e l i e f  i n  the  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  i n t e g r i t y ,  and t h e  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  of t h e  
e n t i r e  B,ible.  " 

, . 
' , , ! 

I ' - ( ,  

James L. S u l l i v ? n , ,  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  the  sun& School Board, opbo$ed the motion.  
He s a i d  t h e  motion wouldn ' t  even p e r m i t  his agency t o  p u b l i s h  Amazing Grace because  he 
wouldq ' t  be.abLe to  f i n d  t tp.writcr,  , a I , 

> I . \ *  . , 
, , 

xn qqher  a d t i o n  the  messengers:  I' # 
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--Asked Sou thern  B a p t i s t  H o s p i t a l  i n  New Or leans  t o  b r i n g  a c t u a l  p r a c t i c e  i n  l i n e  w i t h  
s t a t e d  p o l i c y  o f  making a v a i l a b l e  the  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  a l l  peop le  r e g a r d l e s s  
o f  r a c e ,  c r c e d ,  c o l o r ,  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n  o r  a b i l i t y  t o  pay. 

---Opposed t h e  appointment  of a United S t a t e s  ambassador t o  t h e  V a t i c a n ,  r e a f f i r m e d  
t h e i r  b e l i e f  i n  r e l i g i o u s  freedom and s o u l  l i b e r t y  f o r  a l l  men, and r e a f f i r m e d  o p p o s i t i o n  
t o  t h e  u s c  o f  p u b l i c  tax funds  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  f u n c t i o n s  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

--Urged P r e s i d e n t  N,$<on and o t h e r  government leaders t o  pursue every p o s s i b l e  e f f o r t  
t o  secure an e q u i t a b l e  s e t t l e m e c t  t o  t h e  Vietnarn c o n f l i c t  as soon a s  p o s s i b l e ,  and 
expressed  s u p p o r t  f o r  f a i r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  American p r i s o n e r s  of  war i n  Vietnam. 

R e g i s t r a t i o n  reached n e a r l y  17,000,  almost 1,000 above t h e  p r e v i o u s  h i g h  o r  16,053 
messengers  who a t t e n d e d  t h e  1965 Convent icn  i n  D a l l a s .  

Pres i .dent  C r i s w e l l ,  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of  D a l l a s ,  Tex. ,  {,ad l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  
winning h i s  second one-year  term o v e r  i,!illiam Smith J r . ,  a U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Richmond p ro fe s so r .  
Criswell d r e w  7,482 votes and Smith 450. 

N e r ~  conven t ion  o f f i c e r s  j o i n i n g  C r i s w e l l  were Lee P o r t e r ,  p a s t o r  oi F i r s t  B a p t i s t  
Church o f  B e l l a i r e ,  Tex . ,  f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  and Harper  Shannon, p a s t o r  o f  First B a p t i s t  
Church o f  Dothan, A la . ,  second v i c e - p r e s i d e n t .  

Three  convenLion o f f i c e r s  from N n s h v i i l e  were r e - e l e c t e d .  They were C l i f t o n  A l l e n ,  
r e c o r d i n g  s e c r e t a r y ;  1,:. Fred  Rendal.1, r e g i s t r a t i o n  s e c r e t a r y ,  and P o r t e r  Routh,  t r e a s u r e r .  

, The r e c o r d  $27.1  m i l l i o n  o p e r a t i n g  budget  f o r  1970,  up $597,,100 p rov ided  f o r  a two 
p e r  c e n t  c o s t  of l i v i n g  a d j u s t m e n t  f o r  Canvent ion a g e n c i e s .  

I n  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  the  messengers  s e l e c r e d  D a l l a s  as  t h e  s i t e  f o r  t h e  1974 Convention 
s i t e  and asked t h e i r  Execu t ive  Committee t o  r e s t u d y  p l a n s  t o  m e e t  i n  P o r t l a n d  i n  1973. 
The conven t ion  bureau a t  t h e  Oregon c i t y  r e p o r t e d  a s c h e d u l i n g  problem w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
d a t e  o f  June 11-15 and asked Sou thzrn  B a p t i s t s  t o  cone a week l a t e r .  

; While t h e  conven t ion  was b a s i c a l l y  b u s i n e s s  o r i e n t e d ,  i t  s t i l l  o f f e r e d  t h e  messengers 
a d d r e s s e s  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n  by such  s p e a k e r s  a s  P r e s i d e n t  C r i s w e l l ,  S c o t t  T&tum o f  S h r e v e p o r t ,  
La. ,  John Bob R i d d l e  of  Birmingham, . S. ;;I. Z o c k r i d g e  o f  San Diego,  and John Bisagno 
of  Del C i t y ,  Ok la .  

Preside-nr C r i s w e l l  aslced t h e  messengers  t o  scelc t o  p r o v i d e  a ba lanced  m i n i s t r y  o f  
evange l i sm and s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

Speaking on " C h r i s t  i n  F a i t h  and t.;ork," he  explaincci  that t h e  C h r i s t i a n  faith has two 
sharp  c u t t i n g  e d g e s - - f a i t h  and works. 

"Fa i th  and worlcs are  i n s e p a r a b l e  h a l v e s  of genu ine  C h r i s t i a n i t y , "  he  s a i d .  "Nei ther  
i s  a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t he  o t h e r .  F a i t h  w i t h o u t  works i.s dead."  

Tatum emphasized t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of J e s u s  Chr is t 'demanded s o c i a l  a c t i o n ,  H e  
d e s c r i b e d  i t  t h i s  way :  

"Soc ia l  a c t i o n  r e c o g n i z e s  that i f  we a r e  t o  win p e o p l e  t o  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  w e  must look 
upon them as p e r s o n s  created i n  t h e  image o f  God and worthy of o u r  l o v e ,  r e s p e c t  and help. 
It i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  the phi losophy  t h a t  s u g g e s t s ,  ' I  w a n t  you t o  go t o  heaven 
w i t h  me, b u t  I d o n ' t  want you i n  my l i v i n g  room o r  my church." '  

Speaking t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  of  church  and s t a t e ,  R i d d l e  accused Congress 
of f u n n e l i n g  B a p t i s t  d o l l a r s  i n t o  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s  through l e g i s l a t i o n  under  t h e  gu i se  of 
the pover ty  program and what he called the f l i m s y  c h i l d  b e n e f i t  t h e o r y .  

I f  a r e l i g i o n  i s  good, i t  w i l l  s u p p o r t  i t s e l f  and i f  i t ' s  bad,  i t  w i l l  c a l l  f o r  h e l p  
from t h e  government,  R i d d l e  s a i d .  Be t o l d  messengers t h e  g r e a t e g t p e r i l  they faced today 
was i n d i f f e r e n c e  and apa thy  abou t  t h i s  i s s u e .  

Loclcridge, Negro m i n i s t e r  from the  N a t i o n a l  B a p t i s t  Convcntion,  c r i t i c i z e d  persons 
who con tend  God is  dead.  H e  aslced: 

"Fho a s s a s s i n a t e d  him" :.'hat c o r o n e r  w a s  c a l l e d :  tlho was s o  w e l l  a c q u a i n t e d  with 
him t h a t  he cou ld  i d e r ~ t i f g  t h e  deceased?  Lhy was 7: n o t  c a l l e d  as a member o f  t h e  f a m i l y ? "  

Bisagno,  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  Sou the rn  B a p t i s t  Church, f a s t e s t  grcwing church  i n  t h e  
Convention,  c l o s e d  o u t  the Convcntion w i t h  h i s  p e r s o n a l  t e s t imony  and an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  
become a C h r i s t i a n .  

(more) 



9 B a p t i s t  P re s s  

One of  t he  f i n a l  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  messengers':Executive Committee was t o  e l e c t  James 
Monroe, pa s to r  of  P o r t  IJalton Beach, F l a . ,  a s  chairman. E lec ted  vice-chairman was 
cooper T~Jalton, layman 05 Jackson, Miss. Mrs. Ned King of Dal las  was r e - e l e c t e d  s e c r e t a r y  
and P o r t e r  Routh of Nashvi l le ,  execut ive  s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r .  

The shadow of James Forman, lead ing  advocate of t h e  blaclc mani fes to ,  hung over  t h e  
Conventian al though he d i d n ' t  appear.  

Had he appeared, P re s iden t  Cr i swe l l  s a i d  t h e  A t l an t a  b lack  m i l i t a n t  would need t o  
get  permission from a major i ty  of  t h e  messengers t o  speak t o  t he  convention. 

The p o s i t i o n  of Southern B a p t i s t s  toward t h e  black manifes to  con t r a s t ed  sha rp ly  wi th  
t h a t  of a v i s i t i n g  fraternal messenger, Thomas Kilgorc Jr. of  Los Angeles, Negro p r e s i d e n t  
o f  t h e  American B a p t i s t  Convention. 

Kilgore,  who claimed black m i l i t a n t s  had made s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  
of  b lack  a u t h e n t i c a t i o n ,  s a i d  he would t r y  t o  work around Forman and h i s  fo l lowers  i f  
they occupied h i s  denominat ion 's  headquar te rs  o f f i c e s  a t  Valley Forge, Pa. 

' While messengers expressed t h e i r  views i n s i d e  the convent ion h a l l ,  they a l s o  toolc 
time t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  an opinion p o l l ,  r e g i s t e r i n g  sha rp  oppos i t ion  t o  r a c i a l  d i sc r imina-  
t i o n  and favor ing  an increased  evphasis pn s o c i a l  r e l a t i onsh ips - .  

, About 60 per  c e n t  of t h e  persons  po l led  thought t h e  United S t a t e s  was r i g h t  i n  
sending t roops  t o  Vietnam and 82 per c e n t  supported Richard M. Nixon i n  how he i s  
hand l i n g  t h e  presidency , 

- 30 - 

Evangel i s t s  E l e c t  
Messegee Pres iden t  

NEW ORLEANS (BPI--Evangelists from ac ros s  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention heard a 
b a t t e r y  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  speakers  and e l e c t e d  o f f i c e r s  at t h e i r  annual meeting a t  
F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church he re .  

Evangel i s t  Charles  Massegee o f  Dal las ,  Tex., succeeded John Tierney of  Greenv i l l e ,  
S.C,, as p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Conference of  Southern B a p t i s t  Evangel i s t s .  J e r r y  Rierner 
p f  Olclahoma C i ty ,  was e l e c t e d  v i ce -p re s iden t .  

Other new o f f i c e r s  i nc lude  J i m  Hodges, Lakeland, F l a . ,  music chairman; Darcy Hodges, 
Olclahoma C i ty ,  a s s i s t a n t  music chairman; Joe Shaver, Bellevue B a p t i s t  Church, Memphis, Tenn. , 
t r e a s u r e r ;  Don I~7oomaclc, Memphis, s e c r e t a r y ;  and Jaclc Taylor ,  C a s t l e  Hills, Tex., p a s t o r  
gdvisor .  

Tierney appointed a committee t o  s tudy ways of coopera t ing  w i t h  schedule  changes 
proposed f o r  t h e  s p e c i a l  125th anniversary  fornat rhc Southern B a p t i s t  Convention w i l l  
p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t  nex t  year i n  Denver, Colo. 

Speakers a t  t h e  e v a n g e l i s t s '  conferences were Angel Mart inez,  F t .  Smith, Ark. ,  
Vathan Bussey, Lawton, Olcla.; James Robinson, Dallas; Tierney;  Ramsey P o l l a r d ,  Memphis; 
pnd R. G. Lee, Memphis. 


