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Train ing  Union S t a t i s t i c s  Reveal 
New Data,  Ongoing Enrollment Down 

NASHVILLE (BP)--Training Union s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  1968 have been r e l eased  by the  research  and 
s t a t i s t i c s  department of t he  Southern Bap t i s t  Sunday School Board, one month a f t e r  a l l  o the r  
Southern B a p t i s t  church s t a t i s t i c s  were r e l ea sed .  

Due t o  a new repor t ing  system i n i t i a t e d  through t h e  church t r a i n i n g  department of t he  
board, church t r a i n i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  were not  repor ted  i n  t he  same manner f o r  1968 a s  in  previous 
yea r s .  

Previous ly ,  t o t a l  enrol lment  repor ted  cons i s t ed  of persons on Tra in ing  Union r o l l s  as  of 
the  end of the a s s o c i a t i o n a l  yea r .  The new system allows t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of a compilat ion of 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  throughout t he  year  i n  new member o r i e n t a t i o n ,  l eade r sh ip ,  t r a i n i n g  and member 
t r a i n i n g  p r o j e c t s  . 

Southern Bap t i s t  churches repor ted  93,809 persons p a r t i c i p a t i n g  a t  some time dur ing  the  
a s s o c i a t i o n a l  year i n  new church member o r i e n t a t i o n .  This  i s  n o t  comparable t o  t h e  1967 
reporting of new church member o r i e n t a t i o n .  The 1967 t o t a l  included only thoae en ro l l ed  i n  
t h e  a c t i v i t y  a t  the end of tk a s s o c i a t i o n a l  year .  

The church t r a i n i n g  department def ined  another  a r ea  of r epo r t ing ,  member t r a i n i n g  p r o j e c t s .  
These a r e  short term t r a i n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  which may be f acu l ty - l ed  s tudy courses  o r  o ther  
s p e c i a l  training a c t i v i t i e s .  

Total p a r t i c i p a n t s  f o r  member t r a i n i n g  p r o j e c t s  were 103,158. This  t o t a l  does no t  
r ep re sen t  n e c e s s a r i l y  d i f f e r e n t  i nd iv idua l s  a s  p a r t i c i p a n t s  may be counted more than once f o r  
d i f f e r e n t  p r o j e c t s .  

Under church leader  t r a i n i n g ,  the convention t o t a l  was 72,633 p a r t i c i p a t i o n s  (enrol lments)  
fpr  the,  year .  This t o t a l  l ikewise  does no t  compare wi th  the  1967 f i g u r e s ,  which included only 
those en ro l l ed  a t  the end of t he  year .  Church leader  t r a i n i n g  t o t a l s  were repor ted  by 2,582 
churches i n  1968. 

Ongoing Tra in ing  Union enrol lment  refers t o  week-by-week t r a i n i n g  usua l ly  done in age- 
gfade unions and departments on Sunday evenings. The t o t a l  enrol lment  i s  f igu red  f o r  t h e  end 
06 t he  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  year .  

The Southern B a p t i s t  Convention churches repor ted  2,455,497 a s  the  enrol lment  f o r  ongoing 
T ~ a i n i n g  Union i n  1968. Th i s  r ep re sen t s  a dec l ine  of 58,678 from 1967 s t a t i s t i c s .  Ongoing 
Tfa in ing  Union was repor ted  by 24,896 churches.  

While t h e  r e p o r t  pwovides va luab le  information concerning p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t r a i n i n g  
a i t i v i t i e s ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  the t o t a l s  a re  under-reported f o r  1968, s a i d  Martin Bradley, 
s e c r e t a r y  of the research  and s t a t i s t i c s  department which prepared the  r e p o r t .  

As Southern B a p t i s t  churches become more f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  r epax t ing  system and e s t a b l i s h  
abcura te  record keeping, more v a l i d  r epo r t ing  should occur on a conventionlwide b a s i s ,  Bradley 
s a i d .  

Here a r e  the t o t a l s  i n  each of t he  c a t e g o r i e s  of the  r e p o r t  f o r  1968: New member 
o r i e n t a t i o n  cumulative enro l lment ,  93,809; church l eade r  t r a i n i n g  cumulative enrol lment ,  
72,633; member t r a i n i n g  p r o j e c t s  cumulative enrol lment ,  103,158; Tra in ing  Union ongoing 
enro l lment ,  2,455,497; and grand t o t a l  of Tra in ing  Union orgoing and cumulative enro l lment ,  
2,725,097. 
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Southwestern Rel ig ion  Prof 
Seeks t o  C l a r i f y  Resolut ion 

DALLAS (BP)--The s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r  of the Southwestern Assoc ia t ion  of B a p t i s t  Teachers 
of Rel ig ion ,  Joe Boles ,  has  sought t o  c l a r i f y  t he  source of a  r e c e n t  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  r e s o l u t i o n  
passed by another  group of B a p t i s t  p rofeosors  i n  c r i t i c i s m  of p u b l i c i t y  surrounding a book by 
W. A .  C r i swe l l  of D a l l a s .  

The Assoc ia t ion  of B a p t i s t  P ro fe s so r s  of Rel ig ion ,  meeting r e c e n t l y  i n  A t l a n t a ,  c r i t i c i z e d  
t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board f o r  t he  e x t e n t  of i t s  a d v e r t i s i n g  campaign on the 
Southern B a p t i s t  Ccnvenrion p r e s i d e n t ' s  book, Why I Preach The Bib le  Is L i t e r a l l y  True,  The 
book was publ ished by the  Sunday School Board through Broadman Press. 

?.he g i s t  of t he  group ' s  complaint was t h a t  t h e  Sunday School Board's a d v e r t i s i n g  campaign 
appeared t o  g ive  denominational s anc t ion  t o  a p o s i t i o n  t h a t  they ,  as  p ro fe s so r s ,  found 
ob jec t ionab le .  

Boles ,  a l s o  an a s s o c i a t e  p ro fe s so r  of C h r i s t i a n i t y  a t  Dallas B a p t i s t  Col lege,  s a i d ,  "I 
want t o  make i t  c l e a r  t h a t  the  r e s o l u t i o n  in .quest ion r e p r e s e n t s  only men i n  an o rgan iza t ion  
which draws membership mainly from the  Southeas te rn  p a r t  of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention. 

"1t i s  n o t  an o rgan iza t ion  r ep re sen t ing  a l l  B a p t i s t  p ro fe s so r s  of r e l i g i o n ,  a s  i t s  name 
would imply. In  f a c t ,  t h e r e  i s  no convention-wide a r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  B a p t i s t  t e ache r s  of 
r e l i g i o n  t h a t  I know o f .  

"Professors  from the Southwest," Boles cont inued "were n o t  represen ted  a t  t he  meeting a t  
which t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  was pessed. Gur  group i s  made up of seminary and c o l l e g e  p ro fe s so r s  and 
B a p t i s t  S tudent  Union d i r e c t o r s  from such s t a t e s  a s  Texas, Arkansas,  New Mexico, Louis iana 
and 0l:lahorna. I t  

Boles a l s o  noted t h a t  t h e  Southwestern Assoc ia t ion  of B a p t i s t  Teachers of Rel ig ion  met 
r e c e n t l y  i n  San Antonio, Tcx., a f t e r  t he  r e s o l u t i o n  by t he  o the r  group was a l r eady  a mat te r  
of publ ic  record .  "No publ ic  d i s cus s ion  of t he  i s s u e  r e s u l t e d  i n  San Antonio," Boles s a i d ,  
"and no s ta tement  i ~ 2 s  nqdc i n  regard  t o  i t  .I1 

B a p t i s t s  T e s t i f y  Against  
V i rg in i a  P a r o c h i a l  Aid 

RICHMOND (BP)--'ilhree ' uap t i s t s  znd a P re sby te r i an  t e s t i f i e d  a g a i n s t  publ ic  t ax  suppor t  
of elementary and secondary schools  dur ing  publ ic  hear ings  conducted by the  educa t ion  committees 
of the  Virgi.nia Gzneral Assembly h e ~ e  . 

The testimony argued againqt chaaging t he  V i rg in i a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  permit a l l o c a t i o n  of 
publ ic  tax funds t o  provide i n d i r e c t  a i d  t o  pa roch ia l  schools  through t h e  "chi ld  b e n e f i t "  
t heo ry ,  thar  i s ,  a i d  t o  ch i ld ren  attending such schools  i n  t h e  form of t e x t  books, bus s e r -  
v i c e ,  shared time, and h e a l t h  benefits. 

Robert S .  A l l ey ,  p ro fe s so r  a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of Richmond who led  the  de l ega t ion  t e s t i f y -  
ing a g a i n s t  changing t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  s a i d  he f e l t  i t  was s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e i r  arguments 
agains: s u c h  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  change were based on the  reasoning  of James Madison and Thomas 
J e f f e r s o n  i n  the  s t a t e  where h i s t o r i c  American views of chu rch - s t a t e  s e p a r a t i o n  were f i r s t  
voiced by Adorns and Jeffnrson. 

John J .  Adams, an a t t o r n e y  and B a p t i s t  layman from McLean, Va., presented a paper ou t -  
l i n i n g  the  h i s t o r i c  l e g e l  p o s i t i o n  of Idadison and J e f f e r s o n  i n  h i s  testimony be fo re  t he  
l e g i s l a t i v e  committee, and o u t l i n e d  l e g a l  d e c i s i o n s  concerning the  c h i l d  b e n e f i t  theory .  

James H .  Sinylie, p ro fe s so r  at U n i ~ n  Theological  Seminary i n  Richmond and a P re sby te r i an  
laymar&, and James H, K a l l ,  p ro fe s so r  a t  Un ive r s i t y  of Richmond, t e s t i f i e d  a g a i n s t  changing t h e  
c u r r e n t  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  

A Roman Cathol ic  a t t o r n e y ,  Nicholas S p i n e l l a ,  argued fo r  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  change t o  permit  
a i d  t o  pa roch ia l  schools .  S p i n e l l a  s a i d  he only sought " aux i l i a ry  a id"  t o  p u p i l s ,  b u t  l a t e r  
s t a t e d  t h a t  the  schools  needed d i rec t :  a i d  " to  assure su rv iva l . "  

Complete t e x t s  of tk testimony from t h r e e  of those who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  publ ic  hear ings  
were publ ished i n  a r e c e n t  i s s u e  of The ReLigious Hera ld ,  weekly B a p t i s t  s t a t e  paper i n  
V i r g i n i a .  
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Sunday School Class  S e t s  
Low Rent Housitig P r o j e c t  

b 

ATLANTA (BP)--A Sunday School group's  d e s i r e  t o  " t r a n s l a t e  Chr i s t i an -o r i en t ed  concern 
i n t o  a profound community impact" was climaxed here  w i th  ground-breaking f a r  six low-rent 
houses the group w i l l  o f f e r  t o  low-income residents i n  t h e  predominantly Negro s e c t i o n  of 
t he  c i t y .  

Twenty-eight members of t h e  Vanguard Sunday School Class  of Second-Ponce de Leon Bap t i s t  
Church here  began t h e  unusual $72,000 p r o j e c t ,  

They have purchased, r e - b u i l t  and re-f inanced s i x  low-rent houses through f i n a n c i a l  
backing of t he  Federa l  Housing Authorf ty.  Primary cons t ruc t ion  loan i s  through an At l an ta  
bank. 

Formed i n t o  t h e  "Vanguard Housing ~ o r p o ~ . ? t i o n , ' ~  the  group has l a id  p l ans  s i n c e  1967 for 
an endeavor i n  meeting a l oca l  need. 

Knowledge of a s i g n i f i c a n t  l e g a l  provis ion--Sect ion 221-N of t h e  FHA bil l - -was shared 
with t he  c l a s s  by i t s  t eache r ,  A t l an t a  a t t o rney  James B. P i l c h e r ,  and gave the  v e h i c l e  f a r  
t he  e n t e r p r i s e .  

The r e f inanc ing  section w i l l  provide f o r  rebui ld ing  the d e t e r i o r a t e d  s t r u c t u r e s  which have 
been condemned i n  t he  North At l an ta  a r ea  of DeKalb County, and w i l l  add a t h i r d  bedroom and 
ex tens ive  renovat ion  and landscaping. 

Completed modern homes w i l l  be o f f e red  t o  low-income r e s i d e n t s ,  pxedoninontk Negro, a t  
one of t he  lowest r a t e s  i n  A t l an t a .  

Vanguard Housing Corporat ion w i l l  be d i r e c t e d  by Sunday School c l a s s  member Jere Gold- 
smith a s  p re s iden t  and o the r  members as t r u s t e e s .  

One member recounted the  lengthy process  from a c l a s s  s tudying  B i b l i c a l  impl ica t ions  
f o r  C h r i s t i a n  a c t i o n  t o  a  p l an  t o  meet a need. 

il  It r e p r e s e n t s  a Chr i s t i an -o r i en t ed  p r o j e c t  w i t h  a profound community impact. It: has 
permanence and i t  f u l f i l l s  a d e f i n i t e  community need. Also i t  g ives  u s  a senseof a permanent 
goa l  t o  s a t i s f y  a  d e s i r e  f o r  accomplishing a C h r i s t i a n  p r o j e c t , "  he s a i d .  

Average age of t h e  28 c l a s s  members i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  33. The corpora t ion  i s  char te red  
by the  s t a t e  as  non-p ro f i t ,  making i t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  f e d e r a l  g ran t s .  

And, say t h e  members, t h i s  is n o t  a build-and-move-on endeavor; i t ' s  f o r  follow-up and 
expansion a f t e r  s ee ing  r e s i d e n t s  housed i n  modern dwell ings a t  a much lower c o s t  than they are  
now paying. 

Army Chaplain Chief P r a i s e s  
Chaplains For Vietnam Effort 

FORT WORTH (BP)--The Army Chief of Chaplains , a Roman Ca tho l i c ,  spoke a t  Southwestern 
Bapt is t  Theological Seminary he re ,  p r a i s i n g  t h e  work of mi l i t axy  chapla ins  i n  Vietnam and 
around the  world,  

Maj. Gen. F ranc i s  L. Sampson of Washington spoke a t  t h e  annual chap la in ' s  Day sponsored 
by t h e  seminary and the Southern Bap t i s t  Home Mission Board. More than 100 chapla ins  a t tended  
t h e  s e s s i o n s ,  open a l s o  t o  seminary s tuden t s  i n t e r e s t e d  in the  chaplaincy.  

Sampson gave m i l i t a r y  chapla ins  c r e d i t  f o r  welding new t i e s  of f r i endsh ip  between 
Cathol ic  and P t e t e s t a n t  servicemen. 

H e  s a i d  he was made more aware of improved Pro tes tan t -Cathol ic  r e l a t i o n s  dur ing  a  recent 
v i s i t  t o  Vietnam. "I never saw a Cathol ic  man h a s i t a t e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  a P r o t e s t a n t  chapla in ,"  
he sa id .  

Seven chaplains  hove been k i l l e d  i n  combat and many o t h e r s  wounded i n  what he c a l l e d  t h e  
"eyeball- to-eyebal l"  minis txy of 400 Army chapla ins  i n  Vie tnanq he s a i d .  

"1t's a  r e a l  tough war and a  tough one f o r  chapla ins ,"  he cont inued,  "They don ' t  s i t  back 
i n  their chapels  and wa i t  f o r  the  men t o  c m e  t o  them; t hey ' r e  i n  t h e  swamps and the  e lephant  
gxass themselves. " 
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I Men i n  Vietnam have b u i l t  120 chapels on their own i n i t i a t i v e  and dur ing  t h e i r  f r e e  t ime, 
according t o  t h e  Army chap la ins '  c h i e f '  

I Theme f o r  t he  one-day meeting here  was " ~ e v e l o ~ i n g  a Dynamic F a i t h , "  

Church Losing S ign i f i cance  
Of C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  Cr i swel l  Says 

I FORT WORTH (BP)--The church,  wi th  a l l  of i t s  a££ luence and luxury and embellishments,  i s  
just about t o  l o s e  s i g h t  of the  r e a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  che p r e s i d e n t  of the  
Southern B a p t i s t  Convention s a i d  here .  

I W. A .  Cr i swel l ,  pa s to r  of F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church i n  D a l l a s ,  made t he  s ta tement  i n  an 
address  a t  Southwestern Bap t i s t  Theological  Seminary here.  

"The g r e a t e s t  i n £  luences of C h r i s t i a n i t y  , I 1  C r i swe l l  said, "weze f e l t  during the f i rsr  
century  because t h e r e  were no church bu i ld ings ,  no m a t e r i a l  obs t ac l e s  t o  keep man from the 
simple message of Jesus  Chr i s t . "  

Cr i swel l  chal lenged s tuden t s  and s t a f f  a t  t h e  seminary t o  support  a p r o j e c t  called 
"Emerging Missions", which seeks  t o  r a i s e  $10,000 t o  send about  30 s tuden t s  t o  the Bahama 
I s l ands  and the  Northeastern United States t h i s  summer. 

He compared t h e  work t h a t  t he  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  be doing t h i s  summer t o  t h e  New Testament 
plan  of spreading C h r i s t i a n i t y .  

'We must go back t o  the New Testament type of church and Christianity--witnessing from 
h e a r t  t o  h e a r t ,  v i s i t i n g  from house t o  house," he implored. "God i s  f o r c i n g  us back t o  
New Testament evangelism ." 

Immediately fol lowing the  chapel  address, Criswell gave copies  o f  h i s  book Expository 
Sermons on the Book cf Daniel t o  s t u d e n t s  and had an autograph s e s s i o n  i n  t h e  seminary's 
s tuden t  c e n t e r .  

-30- 

Video Tapes Helps Students 
See Themselves Like Others  (3-25-69) 

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BP)--The purchase of video-tape record ing  equipment has helped preach 
ing  s tuden t s  a t  SouEheastern B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary here  t o  see themselves a s  o t h e r s  
see them. 

The s tuden t s  are members of c l a s s e s  taught  by Theodore F .  Adams, visiting professor of 
preaching and pastor-emeri tus  of F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church i n  Richmond, Va. Fr iends  i n  Richmond 
helped provide funds fo r  t he  purchase of the video tape equipment. 

Adams explained t h a t  twice each semester ,  s t u d e n t s  i n  the preaching c l a s s  must preach 
be fo re  a c l a s s  of c r i t i c s .  A l l  the  words of o the r  s t u d e n t s ,  however, can not  do  what a few 
minutes of play-back of the  v ideo  t ape ,  which al lows t h e  s tuden t  t o  see and hear  himself as 
o t h e r s  see and hear him. 

11 Each man becomes his own most severe c r i t i c , "  s a i d  Adams. "This experience is proving 
very he lp fu l  i n  enabl ing  men t o  d e t e c t  f a u l t s  i n  voice and g e s t u r e s  and t o  develop e f f e c t i v e  
means i n  communicating the gospel t o  o thers . "  

Severa l  of the other Southern B a p t i s t  seminar ies  a l s o  use  v ideo  t ape  equipment i n  t h e i r  
preaching c l a s s e s .  

-30- 
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Bapt i s t s  i n  Eastern Europe 
Thrive Under Discrimination 

T h i s  is  an interview between James 0. Duncan, e d i t o r  of the  
Capi ta l  Bapt is t  a t  Washington, D. C . ,  and C.  Ronald Goulding 
of London, assoc ia te  sec re ta ry  of the Bapt is t  World Al l iance ,  
concerning Bapt is t  work i n  Europe, and espec ia l ly  the Communist 
bloc countr ies  of Eastern Europe. 

DUNCAN: Dr. Goulding, a l l  of u s  have been concerned about the  f a t e  of Bapt is t s  i n  
Czechoslovakia s ince  the  Russian occupation of t h a t  country i n  August 1968. Can you t e l l  
us  what is  happening there? 

GOULDING: Bapt is t s  i n  company with a l l  Chr i s t i an  churches i n  Czechoslovakia a r e  enjoying 
a period of continuing l i b e r t y  i n  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  The people have a greeter freedom i n  the 
teaching of t h e i r  ch i ld ren  i n  things r e l i g i o u s .  There i s  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of bui ld ing new 
churches i n  new areas .  It is poss ib le  t h a t  the re  w i l l  be a g rea te r  separa t ion  between church 
and state,  and t h a t  i n  the f u t u r e  the  churches w i l l  be permitted t o  pay t h e i r  own minis ters .  

DUNCAN: Age you saying t h a t  there i a  more freedom f o r  Baptiete in  Czechoslovakia s ince  
t h e  Russian invasion o r  was the freedom on i ts  way before the  Russians got  there?  

GOULDING: Cer ta in ly ,  the  freedom was t he re  from t h e  very beginning o f  t h i s  period of 
l i b e r a l i z a t i o n .  There has been a gradual  improving of the  s i t u a t i o n  fox the Chr i s t i an  
churches, and our Bapt is t  people enjoy exac t ly  the  same p r i v i l e g e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e e  as 
any other Chr i s t i an  church i n  that  country. 

DUNCAN: Of a l l  the coun t r i e s  i n  Eastern Europe, which one has the  a t ronges t  Bapt is t  
wi tness?  

GOULDING; I n  numbers, t h e  s t ronges t  Bapt is t  family i n  Europe i a  i n  Russia. We believe 
t h a t  the re  a r e  600,000 registered Bapt i s t  believers t he re ,  with a l a rge r  number -- something 
l i k e  3 t o  4 mi l l ion  persons -- a t t end ing  the  churches. 

DUNCAN: I n  the  other  coun t r i e s  of Eastern Europe, which country ha8 the  largest group? 

GOULDING: Undoubtedly, Romania. And here it i s  encouraging t h a t  the number of Bapt ia t  
believers i n  Romania is increasing.  Converts a r e  being made, and people seeking t o  hear the 
Word of God are  coming within  the church. 

DUNCAN: Why is  t h i s  more t r u e  i n  Romania than in Poland or East Germany or some other 
county? 

GOULDING: This is not easy t o  answer. The Bap t i s t  church i n  Romania i s  coneervatively 
evangelical with  something of the  fervor  and the courage of Pentecostalism. This Baptfet 
s p i r i t  of freedom, outreach and enthusiasm is i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  the  general  Christian l i f e  of 
the  country a s  contained wi th in  the orthodox church which f o r  a l l  i t s  c u l t u r a l  beauty is  
ra the r  s t a t i c .  

DUNCAN: Do you know of groups being persecuted i n  these coun t r i e s  today? 

GOULDING: I am not  su re  what we mean by pereecution,  because there  are  s o  many degrees 
of it. I do not  think of pereecution agafnet any group now except perhape the  d i s s i d e n t  group 
i n  the  U.S.S.R. -- t he  group r h a t  has broken away from the  Baptiet  Union. Undoubtedly hare 
is  persecution as  we would term i t ,  but the  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  t h a t  country would say t h a t  t h i s  
i a  t he  normal procees of law. I do not  know of any o the r  s i t u a t i o n s  of t h a t  type. However, 
there  is an apparent d iscr iminat ion  agains t  Chr i s t i ans  i n  a considerable number of places. 

DUNCAN: Is i t  s t i l l  t h e  Communist goal  t o  abo l i sh  the  church and the  Chr i s t i an  fa i th?  

GOULDING: There has never been any change in the ideology of Marxist Communism t h a t  
there  is  no place f o r  God o r  for an organized church i n  organized socie ty .  

DUNCAN: What success are the  Communists having? 

GOULDING: If one reads the  ~ommunists '  own comments on t h e i r  succese, they a r e  r a t h e r  
disappointed. Some of their wxiters  partieularry from t h e  U.S.S.R., have f e l t  t h a t  they have 
not made the progress t h a t  they could wish. They have &t$fi complained t h a t  Chr i s t i an  a c t i v i t y  
PS grown i n  s p i t e  of t h e  pressure. 
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DUNCAN: Do you know of p l aces  where the  Communist l eade r s  look upon these  people and 
t h e i r  ded ica t ion  with perhaps a sense of appxec ia t ion?  

GOULDING: Where C h r i s t i a n s  are  performing a r o l e  i n  s o c i e t y  a s  an express ion  of t h e i r  
C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h ,  where t h e i r  mora l i t y  i s  outs tanding ,  where t h e i r  i n t e g r i t y  i s  r e l i e d  upon, 
where t h e i r  love f o r  humanity is  expressed,  t h e r e  i s  evidence of d e f i n i t e  r e s p e c t  f o r  what 
they a r e  doing bn humanitarian and s o c i a l  gxounds. This form of w i tnes s  i n  some p l aces  has 
favorably  impressed the  a u t h o r i t i e s  and perhaps even given a new image of what the C h r i s t i a a  
i s  and of what t h e  C h r i s t i a n  church is .  

DUNCAN: With this kind of a r e l a t i o n s h i p  developing,  do you th ink  t h a t  t he  Communists 
might pxovide even a l i t t l e  more freedom for t h e  Ghr i s t i an?  

GOULDING: I th ink  t h e  Communists must now, 50 years  a f t e r  t he  r evo lu t ion ,  be th inking  
t h a t  t he  C h r i s t i a n  church w i l l  no t  be exterminated a s  e a s i l y  and a s  quick ly  as they once 
thought,  and i f  t h i e  i s  so ,  t h e r e  must be a place for  it i n  t h e i r  society. Since  the  church 
is recognized as  n o t  be ing  a n t i - s o c i a l ,  I th ink  t h a t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  w i l l  be permit ted t o  fol low 
what we would c a l l  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  wi tness  and worship. 

DUNCAN: One would assume t h a t  there i s  a real shor tage  of t r a i n e d  leadersh ip ;  t h a t  is ,  
a sho r t age  of m i n i s t e r s .  How do these  people get  a long  with m i n i s t e r s ?  

GOULDING: This  problem of a l ack  of t r a i n e d  l eade r sh ip  is  one of their  major problems. 
But ,  of course ,  i f  you cannot  have what you want,  you must have what you can g e t ,  This  has 
revea led  some unexpected s t r e n g t h  i n  t he  C h r i s t i a n  community. In  a number of c o u n t r i e s  the 
churches have had t o  t u rn  t o  layman -- men who do a f u l l  day's work from dawn t o  dusk, maybe 
i n  t h e  f i e l d s  or  i n  the  f a c t o r i e s ,  and then have the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of q u i t e  a large congre- 
gaticn.  This i s  a tremendous r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when we bear i n  mind t h a t  these  men 
have no t h e o l o g i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  which they can t u r n .  They have t o  c r e a t e  t h e i r  sermons and 
n o t  j u s t  read them from o t h e r  people.  God has r a i s e d  up a  genera t ion  of dedica ted  laymen who 
g ive  t h e i r  l i f e  t o  C h r i s t i a n  preaching and teaching  a s  l ay  p a s t o r s .  This  does no t  wholly f i l l  
the  need and they a r e  conscious of i t ,  but they a r e  doing an  outs tanding  work. I n  Eas t  Ger- 
many, Hungary, Poland, Romania, and Yugoslavia the  Baptists have seminar ies .  

DUNCAN: How is  church a t tendance?  Are t he  churches filled wi th  people? 

GOULDING: 'This again varies cons iderably ,  I have never been t o  a B a p t i s t  church i n  Russia, 
whether i t  was on Sunday or dur ing  t h e  week, t h a t  i t  was no t  overcrowded. I n  Romania a l s o ,  
t h e r e  i s  a shor tage  of bu i ld ings  and of s?ace,  and the re  a r e  more people wanting t o  g e t  i n  
than can  g e t  i n .  I n  Poland, t h e r e  axe only a few B a p t i s t s  b u t  they a r e  very evange l i ca l .  
There i s  a growing a t tendance .  

DUNCAN: How do you account f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  these  c o u n t r i e s  where the  r u l e  of 
government i s  Comuni s t ,  you perhaps have a more v i r a l  r e l i g i o n  than you do i n  o the r  c o u n t r i e s ?  
Does persecut ion  help make the  church s t ronge r  ? 

GOULDING: I th ink  pe r secu t ion  r a t h e r  a c t s  l i k e  a refiner's Eire, and it p u r i f i e s  t he  
o r e  u n t i l  only t h e  gold remains. Consequently, you have a s t r o n g  church even i f  i t  may o r  
may no t  be a l a r g e  one numerical ly .  I be l i eve  t h a t  i n  a s o c i e t y  where t h e  th ing  you s t and  
fox i s  a t t acked ,  you are bound t o  g ive  s e r i o u s  thought t o  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and importance. 
The point  of courageous d e c i s i o n  has t o  be reached q u i t e  e a r l y  i n  l i f e  i n  these  c o u n t r i e s .  
Chi ldren  i n  school  f ace  the  d i r e c t  t eaching  of atheism, and t h e  issue is p u t  before them: 
11 Are you a b e l i e v e r  o r  a r e  you not: a be l i eve r?"  In  such a test ,  what you be l i eve  becomes of 
greater va lue  and g r e a t e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  I n  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  C h r i s t i a n  fe l lowship  is a very 
r i c h  th ing  indeed. 

DUNCAN: These people i n  Eas te rn  Europe a r e  aware, I assume, t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  B a p t i s t s  i n  
over 100 d i f f e r e n t  na t ions  who s t and  wi th  them a s  much a s  B a p t i s t s  can stand w i t h  one another .  
Is t h i s  a source of s t r e n g t h  t o  them? 

GOULDING: I be l i eve  i t  is .  ~ e t ' s  look a t  it from a very r e a l i s t i c  s tandpoin t .  In 
Europe a l l  of t h e  B a p t i s t  people are minor i ty  groups. Consequently, the  a u t h o r i t i e s  have not 
heard of B a p t i s t s  save a s  a remote s e c t  i n  t h e i r  own country.  This  is  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  i n  
c o u n t r i e s  wi th  a  s t r o n g  s t a t e  church. B a p t i s t s  are regarded as a s e c t  or a p r o s e l y t i z i n g  
group, and, t h e r e f o r e ,  they should come under the  law. The a u t h o r i t i e s  are i n c l i n e d  t o  say ,  
" ~ e t ' s  do away wi th  t h i s  l i t t l e  hole- in- the-corner  crowd." Yet, suddenly the re  comes the  
r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  a t i n y  group of awkward people,  b u t  members of a g r e a t l y  respec ted  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n  family.  lie i n  the B a p t i s t l J o r l d  A l l i ance  go as  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  
l a r  e farnil and sa t o  o the r  churches,  t o  p l ace  of personal  visit coE.p.erople yb-Tarebthzlzwise 

isofated. J u r  p robhm i n  the  Alliance is t h a t  w q  could do s o  much more i f  we d i d n ' t  have t o  
s i t  down and say "I am sorry,  our budget doesn ' t  permit u s  t o  go there ."  
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B a p t i s t s  Told Laymen 
Key To Church Growth 

DALLAS (BP)--A Cal i fo rn i a  D i sc ip l e s  of C h r i s t  seminary p ro fe s so r  t o l d  Bap t i s t  mi s s iona r i e s  
and denominational workers here t h a t  mobilized groups of laymen wi tness ing  "ahead of mission- 
a r i e s  and ahead of min i s t e r s "  were a t  t h e  h e a r t  of every succes s fu l  evange l i ca l  t h r u s t  i n  
h i s  t o ry .  

Donald McGavran, d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Church Growth I n s t i t u t e  f o r  t he  independent F u l l e r  
Theological  Seminary, Pasadena, C a l i f . ,  was gues t  l e c t u r e r  f o r  a t h r e e  day conference on 
church growth sponsored by the  Southern Bap t i s t  Home Mission Board department of language 
missions.  

"Older C h r i s t i a n s  have gradual ly  withdrawn from the  world. The new conver t  e t i l l  know~l 
many unsaved people on an in t ima te  basis, "McGavran s t a t e d .  Missionary movements c ap i t a l i z e  
on t h a t  zea l  by " l e t t i n g  the laymen loose" t o  wi tness  and preach i n  small  churches and homes 
around t h e  count rys ide .  

He c i t e d  examples from the  mission f i e l d  where laymen would no t  even c a l l  a min i s t e r  or 
missionary t o  come t o  an a r e a  u n t i l  they had a group ready f o r  baptism o r  ready t o  begin an 
organized congregat ion.  

I n  one example, McGavran c r e d i t e d  Pen tecos t a l  groups i n  Braz i l  w i th  a t h i r t y - f o l d  growth 
i n  t he  p a s t  three decades due t o  laymen leading  home meetings. 

The C a l i f o r n i a  professor  warned the  group t h a t  t h e r e  were thousands of d i f f e r e n t  ways t o  
b r ing  people i n t o  a con£ r o n t a t i o n  wi th  Christ and n o t  t o  g e t  "hung up" on any one of them. 
He a l s o  sa id  chat  many of the  methods used bn the  U.S. w i l l  no t  work on mission f i e l d s  be- 
cause ltAmerica+,:,has a g r e a t  t r a d i t i o n  of unpaid l eade r sh ip  i n  churches . " 

A ques t ion  from the  f l o o r  asked McGavran i f  mass layman involvement "would n o t  lead t o  
fragmentation" and o f f -bea t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of t h e  gospel .  The l e c t u r e r  explained t h a t  t h i s  
poss ib ly  could be the  c a s e ,  "but I have a g r e a t  f a i t h  i n  t he  Holy S ~ i r i t . ~  

McGavran commented t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  should be handled wi th  "char i ty  and 
e l a s t i c i t y , ' '  and not  wi th  a r i g i d i t y  t h a t  would take  the  joy ou t  of the wi tnes s  of a new 
conver t  . 

Other speakers  on the  program were Southern B a p t i s t  Convention P res iden t  W .  A .  C r i swe l l ,  
p a s t o r  of the  hos t  First Bap t i s t  Church, Da l l a s ;  Gerald B. Palmer, Home Mission Board language 
missions s e c r e t a r y ,  A t l an ta ;  and Les te r  C o l l i n s ,  pas to r  of t he  Gaston Avenue Bap t i s t  Church, 
Da l l a s .  

Purpose of t h e  conserence,  which a t t r a c t e d  approximately 60 mis s iona r i e s  and s t a t e  
workers from 16 s t a t e s  p lua  Puerto Rico and Panama, was t o  r e sea rch  ways t o  min i s t e r  i n  a 
language-cul ture  environment, i nc rease  layman involvement and t e s t  t he  miss ionar ies  ' r e a c t i o n  
t o  c u r r e n t  Home Mission Board programs. 

School Trustees A f f i r m  
Purpose, B a p t i s t  T ies  

CORPUS CHRISTI, Tex. (BP)--The t r u s t e e s  of the  Un ive r s i t y  of Corpus C h r i s t i  he re  have 
voted unanimously t o  go on record t o  r e a f f i r m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  purpose for  which the  school  was 
founded and t o  cont inue  i t s  B a p t i s t  a f f i l i a t i o n .  

A t  a c a l l e d  meeting, t he  board asked t h a t  a committee be appointed t o  determine means 
whereby the  i n s t i t u t i o n  may more adequately f u l f i l l  i t s  purpose. 

The C h r i s t i a n  Education Commission of t he  s t a t e  convention r e c e n t l y  asked the  t r u s t e e s  
t o  make a s tudy  of the i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  i t s  f u t u r e  and the  maintenance of a s t r o n g  
B a p t i s t  wi tness  i n  the  c i t y .  
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The Bapt is t  school is  s t i l l  without a president .  Leonard Holloway resigned i n  January t o  take 
a posi t ion wi th  the  H. E. Butt organizat ion.  A t  t he  time of h i s  r e s igna t ion ,  Holloway sa id  
the f a c u l t y  going through some i d e n t i t y  s t rugg le ,  and t h a t  there  was some d i v i s i o n  in'the 
f a c u l t y  over whether the  school should continue i t s  Bapt is t  t ies i n  the f u t u r e .  

The p r e s i d e n t i a l  s e l e c t i o n  committee of the board of t r u s t e e s  reported a t  the board a :... 
meeting here i t  is  a c t i v e l y  pursuing t h e  search fox a pres ident .  Joe Briscoe of Devine, Tex., 
is chairman of the  committee. 

Car l  R. Wrotenbewy, d i r e c t o r  of the  l i b r a r y  a t  t h e  Bapt is t  school s ince  1962, was named 
ac t ing  dean. 

TV Documentary on Bapt is t  
Work i n  Colombia Scheduled 

FORT WORTH (BP)--A half-hour color  t e l e v i s i o n  documentary oh Southern Bapt is t  rnisaions 
work i n  Colombia and o ther  South American coun t r i e s  w i l l  be t e l e c a s t  nationwide by the  
Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS-TV), Sunday, Apr i l  27 .  

The Southern Bapt is t  convention's Radio end ~ e l e v i s i o k ~ o m m i s s i o n  here produced the  
program i n  a s soc ia t ion  with OBS-TV, 

Filmed l a rge ly  i n  the  city of C a l i ,  Colombia and t h e  surrounding a r e a ,  t i t l e  of the 
documentary will be "The Baptists of Cal i . "  The f i l m  cen te r s  on a c t i v i t i e s  of the I n t e r -  
na t iona l  Baptist Theological Seminary i n  C a l i ,  Colombia. 

Bapt is t  o f f i c i a l s  explained t h a t  the  seminary i s  the  hub of Southern ~ a p t i s t s  ' mission 
t h r u s t  i n  the  region and surrounding countries. 

The CBS production crew under the  d i r e c t i o n  of Ted Holmes spent  two days an the scen ic  
25-acre campus, located a t  t h e  foo t  of the  Andes Mountains. 

Scenes were filmed i n  seminary classrooms where young people from severa l  ccun t r i ee ,  
pr imar i ly  Colombia, Peru, Ecuador and Venezuela, rece ive  t r a i n i n g  f o r  evange l i s t i c  work i n  
t h e i r  own l ands .  

The camerasalso focus on a c t i v i t i e s  of the  s tudents  while i n  school ,  including t h e i r  
e f f o r t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  new churches and missions i n  the C a l i  a rea .  

Also fea tured  is  t h e  Chr i s t i an  Cul tu ra l  Center across from one of ~ali's major univer- 
s i t ies ,  The cen te r  o f f e r s  a broad program of c u l t u r a l  s tudy,  Bible s tudy,  d iscuss ion groups 
on i s sues ,  counseling se rv ices ,  and classes i n  English,  piano, cooking, i n t e r i o r  decorat ing,  
a r t ,  e t c .  

The dodumentary a l s o  includes scenes from some of the  elementary and secondary schools 
operated by Bap t i s t s .  

A panel d iscuss ion w i l l  f ea tu re  four key f igures  i n  Bapt is t  work i n  Cali--Ben Welmaker, 
president of t he  seminary; James Giles ,  professor of s o c i a l  e t h i c s  and d i r e c t o r  of the cul -  
t u r a l  cen te r ;  Alan Neely, professor a t  the seminary; and Don Orr, head of the seminary's 
music department . 

The documentawy w i l l  be a i r e d  as a segment of t h e  CBS-TV r e l i g i o u s  program s e r i e s ,  "Lamp 
Unto My Feet ."  Network schedules c a l l  f o r  the  program t o  be c a r r i e d  at: 10:OO a.m., Eastern 
Time, Sunday, Apr i l  27. 

Youth Crusade Breaks Out 
of Church, Dehoney Says 

LOUISVILLE (BP) --A two-week evangelis  t i c  e f f o r t  among Louisvi l le  youth broke out  of 
t r a d i t i o n a l  forms of evangelism i n  the l o c a l  church and has "shaken the c i ty" ,  the  North 
American Regional coordinator  f o r  the  Crusade of the Americas sa id  here. 

tJayne Dehoney, pas tor  of the Walnut Street Bapt is t  Church, s a i d  thst the  crusade,  led by 
Evangelis t  Arthur B l e s s i t t  of Hollywood, C a l i f . ,  s t a r t e d  a t  the  Walnut Street Church, but  
moved t o  the  downtown Memorial Auditorium a f t e r  2,500 youth packed the  church fo r  two night6 
and hundreds had t o  be turned away. 





. . ' : + .  - :., - , '  . . . . ' .  I , , ,. ,, 4 . , .  . 
y ,  ':, . , , , , . . - ,  .. ...' 8 , " . ' . .  :: :, , .. , , , , , , , .  8 , .  c ,  , ,' . m 

. : - I . ,  . ' . . . .  . , . . I  / . , ; .;; , , . .  , ;, ;, ;:::;. ,., ",":: . ,; '. : . .  .<,  < < >  ., , 
. . . ,  . .  . , .  , , 3 " , , , " ;  ,-, , , , I . .  . " , . .  . . . .  . ,  .. . " .. ,., . . . . . : . .  . ... . i  i 

! :. ' 1 

, :  . . . i ' 

. . .  - , -. .- 
, ,  , I i .. . . , .  , ... . - i '  , , . . , . , . , , - ; . .  , ; . . ! : ; :  ! . - ,  . , . - , .  . ' I '  . ,  

, ,  , . ,  . . . <  . ,I .,. - I t t  , . , .  : ,  , * . ,  , . . -  , :  i , 
C '  ' , , ,  > .  . . . , . ,  . . I .  

BAPTIST'PRESS 
460 Jarne's Robetiitin Parkway 
NashoiEle, Tmnds$ee g7219 

. ( .  . ' , , 

I a A V & S  C* QOOLLEW lm 1 '  , L ' t '  1 .  

. r - s  I , r  . [,(, YrBTORrCAL CQ#lft8SZQM 
137 NINTH AV.64 N, 
NA$HVItLE, T W ,  37003 
. . + 'I r i I" 

I , J * , ,  , I 1 9  I . , '  

I i 

News Service of the Soufhern Bapeist Conveneion 


