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HOUSTON (BP) --Violence, war, pornography, beverage alcohol, and Monday holidays were 
attacked by messengers t o  the  Southern Baptist Convention here, 

The action came as t h e  messengers adopted 12 resolutions presented t o  the convention 
by the denomination's resolutions committee. 

I n  a resolution concerning violence and disregard for  law, they expressed shock at  
the  tragic death of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and commended President Lyndon Johnson's urgent 
plea t o  Congress t o  Itpass laws t o  bring the insane t r a f f i c  i n  guns t o  a halt ." 

Acting on an amendment from the f loor ,  the  messengers also urged the President a t  
the  same time t o  "maintain t he  const i tut ional  r igh ts  of the  legit imate possession of arms," 

A peace resolution pleaded with responsible leaders on a l l  sides of the  Vietnam con- 
flict " to  seek an immediate cease-fire and a termination of a l l  hos t i l e  activities and any 
fur ther  buildup of mi l i t a ry  power or  advantage ....I' 

The messengers reaffirmed t h e i r  opposition t o  obscene, pornographic, and offensive 
publications and entertainment. 

Noting tha t  the  federal  government has spent vast sums of money fo r  the study of 
the effects  af smoking on health, they requested t ha t  the Surgeon General of the United 
S ta tes  "undertake a similar effort on the effect of alocholic beverages on physical and 
mental health. I' 

A resolution on ' 'the Lord's ~ a y "  stressed t h a t  a b i l l  now before the  United States 
Congress t o  f i x  cer ta in  nat ional  holidays on Monday would "encourage fur ther  disregard of 
Sunday as the  Lord's ~ a y . "  Messengers appealed fo r  a proper and f a i t h f u l  observance of 
Sunday. 

A resolution on t r a f f i c  safety  called at tent ion t o  t he  52,200 persons k i l l ed  and four 
million persons injured on the nation's highways i n  1967 and urged stronger l eg i s l a t i on  
a t  a l l  levels af government. 

A resolution on church-slate re la t ions  urged Baptist  agencies and institutions " t o  
assign leadership respons ib i l i t i es  concerning church-state relationships designed t o  safe- 
guard both the people's r ights  under government and their freedom under ~od." 

The resolution stressed tha t  t a x  funds come from all citizens and should not be uaed 
f o r  sectar ian purposes. 

I n  other action,  the  messengers reaffirmed t h e i r  support for  the church, pledged t o  
support evangelist ic endeavors, particularly the Crusade of the Americas, and commended 
convention of f icers ,  the host convention c i t y   o oust on) , and the American Bible Society, 

The resolution an peace noted t ha t  as disciples of the Prince of Peace, Christians 
have a mandate t o  be peacemakers, t o  seek the preservation of human l i f e ,  t o  love and t o  
pray fo r  all people, even enemies. The messengers resolved t o  "pra.y for t he  peace 
negotiators, the  delegates of the  United Nations, and the  men of good w i l l  i n  a l l  of t he  
world who seek a f t e r  peace and jus t ice  , I '  

The law and order resolution called upon a11 c i t i z ens  to support the i r  local pal ice  
and a l l  who a re  i n  authority. It also commended'!responsible leaders of a11 groups who 
h-jTre shown and are showing remarkable d e t e d n a t i o n  i n  seeking t o  hold violence i n  check 
while working for soc ia l  justice." 

The messengers approved a recommendation by the  resolutians committee t o  ask its 
Christian Li fe  Commission t o  communicate the  convention's complaint about profanity and 
vulgar language on te levis ion.  

A resolution by S. 1;. Whatley of Mobile, AZa., was not returned by the  resdlutions 
committee because it was "ndt germane t o  the business of th i s  convention." The resolution 
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dealt  wi th  a request  t o  President Johnson t o  appoint "one addi t ional  clergymantt t o  h i s  
recently appointed cormittee t o  study the  increase of crime and violence i n  the  nation. 

Graham L i f e  Threatened? 
Says He's Ready To Die 

By J i m  Newton 

HOUSTON (BP)--Evangelist Billy Graham, under heavy secur i ty  guard, sa id  here Friday 
tha t  he was ready t o  d i e  at  any time, and t h a t  i f  being shot o r  k i l l e d  would g lo r i fy  God, 
he would accept death unflinchingly. 

I n  a press conference, t he  famed evangelist refused t o  answer a question asking if 
h i s  l i f e  had been threatened while i n  Houston t o  speak a t  t he  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention, 
saying, " ~ o u ' l l  have t o  ask the  police about tha t  . I t  

Graham, flanked by at least  th ree  bodyguards, t o ld  t he  reporters covering t h e  Bapt is t  
convention, "Like a l l  f igures  i n  the  public, we do get all kinds of th rea t s .  Some of them 
now are  being taken seriously," 

Graham addad that he believed he has a "spiritual shield" around him, and t h a t  God 
would protect his l i f e  u n t i l  "God wants m e  t o  go. " 

"1f being s h ~ t  o r  k i l l e d  would glor i fy  God, I'll be glad t o  go," he said. Graham 
added tha t  he almost hoped he w ~ u l d  have an opportunity t o  suffer  for t he  sake of t h e  
Gospel, 

"I've faced death thousands of times. I don ' t  know when I 'm gaing t o  die ,  but I 'm 
ready, " 

Calling the assassinatian of Sen. Robert Kennedy a t r ag i c  and senseless ac t ,  he said 
it was terrible t h a t  a candidate f o r  public o f f ice  might not be able t o  campaign publicly 
except an television and radio. 

H e  said he f e l t  t h a t  President Lyndon B. Johnson d id  a r igh t ,  yet an i l l e g a l  thing,  
when he ordered the  Secret Service t o  protect  presidential candidates. He observed t h a t  
there i s  no l e g a l  author i ty  grantingfbe president t h i s  r i gh t .  

Graham said t h a t  there  i s  a pos s ib i l i t y  the  country might be mwing toward a dic- 
t a to rsh ip ,  but added t h a t  it cer ta in ly  would not be cal led that, but probably just "a 
strong president .I1 

I n  the  area of politics, the  Baptist evangelist said he did not intend to endorse 
any p o l i t i c a l  candidate t h i s  year, and reaffirmed h i s  previous ref'usal t o  accept any 
p o l i t i c a l  o f f ice  himself, including the  vice-presidency. 

I n  response t o  a question concerning an article speculating t h a t  Graham might be a 
possible vice-presidential  nominee, Graham replied:  "1n the  f i r s t  place, no candidate 
has ever hinted t ha t  he wanted me; and i f  one did,  I would t e l l  him no. If nominated, 
I would not campaign, and i f  elected,  I would not serve." 

He said he recent ly  decided against  building a college i n  h i s  name because, while he 
was ill, he "reconfirmed my ca l l i ng  as an evangelist ." He said he might get  sick again 
i f  he toyed with entering po l i t i c s .  

Graham said he f e l t  t ha t  churches should re turn t o  preaching the  Gospel t h a t  changes 
men's hear ts ,  so that  changed men can change society. 

m he church i s  going too f a r  i n  t h e  other direction" i n  i t s  emphasis on social 
act ion,  he added. 

"1 believe i n  soc ia l  act ion and t h e  social aspects of the Gospel, but it ought not 
to be the  neglect of t he  very foundation of why Christ  came," the  evangelist said, 

vhen asked i f  the  Southern Baptist  Convention was moving more i n  t he  direct ion of 
emphasizing soc ia l  action, Graham said t ha t  the  uniqueness of the  SBC has been i t s  
emphasis on evangelism and missions. If it has been lacking i n  any area,  he said, it has 
been on social i s s u e s ,  especialiy the  race issue.  
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11 Southern Bapt is ts  are now getting it i n  proper perspective, intensifying evangelism 
and missions, but also emphasizing response t o  social  issues," Graham observed. 

Re commended the  statement on race relations and the crisis i n  the nation adopted 
earl ier  by the messengers, ca l l ing  it wonderful, and adding: "i;t couldn't be strong 
enough for me. " 

Thousands of people i n  the South have been swept into the  church who have never had 
a rneaningml experience with Christ, and t h i s  is  t he  reason fo r  t he  failure of churches 
t o  deal with race, Graham said .  

I t  I 've seen men who have held up the Bible and said they believed it from cover to 
cover, and yet they have not put it in to  practice i n  their lives." 

Churches i n  the  South must move more quickly i n  dealing with race. They cannot wait 
f ive or tea, years, he said. 

"No church i n  the South should shut i t s  doors t o  any person because of h i s  color," 
Graham said. "The t b e  for  keeping churches closed to Negroes is ended." 

11 We've got to get back to preaching the Gospel of regeneration, and open wtde the  
doors of the church t o  a l l  who will cane," he said. 

Dramatic Presentation 
Spotlights Foreign Missions 

By Catherine Allen 

HOUSTON (BP) - - " T ~ u  the good news ,I' shouted a 275-voice choir backed by blaring 
brass. 

"Hush! " eerie voices echoed. 

The unusual dramatic e f fec t s  of the Foreign Mission Board's report t o  the Southern 
Baptist Convention here etched the air with challenges t o  15,000 messengers to  strengthen 
witnessing e f for t s .  

The Foreign Mission Board stated its case under spotlights in front of a hugh blue 
and gold replica of its emblem, using missionaries and a narrator. Music by members 
of the Houston Symphony provided musical background. 

James D .  Woodward of Oklahoma Baptist University, Shawnee, narrated the presenta- 
t i on  with such statements as "We must tell the good news i n  a way that people w i l l  be- 
come hooked on the gospel, ... 

"We see our jobs as Chris t ians  t e l l i ng ,  showing, dol.ng.... We want t o  give hands 
and feet to our praying .... If compassion i s  bearing one another's burdens i n  t h e  world, 
are we really with it?" 

The presentation told the story of foreign missions through six programs carried 
out i n  69 countries by 2,366 missionaries, 

Santiago Canclini , chaplain at  International Dr $2 q's T > ! C ~ : ~ C '  r.31 Scylin7 ~y i n  
Buenos Aires, said of missions progress i n  Argentina, "Let me say emotionally, thank you, 
Southern Baptists ,  my brothers. But th ink  about more than 20 mill ion persons i n  
Argentina that s t i l l  await the good news." 

Joseph A. Adegbite, principal of the Baptist Academy a t  Lagos, Nigeria, and a 
leading Nigerian churchman, to ld  how 18,000 Nigerian Baptists are cooperating with the  
Baptist  agency t o  support P O  schools with 97,064 pupils, 

The government is a friend of Christian education, he noted. "~oday the door for 
us to train Christian leadership on foreign f ields i s  wide open i n  Nigeria, Tomorrow 
the door may close." 

Julian C . Bridges, missionary ' t o  Mexico, reminded messengers that the  colored peoples 
reached by missionaries i d e n t i e  with the struggles of minority groups i n  the United 
States, 

-more- 
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"They are proud that Martin Luther King was a Baptist," he said. '?,?t.le must search 
our souls and do God's will in  race relations." 

Other speakers included Ronald C .  H i l l ,  missionary t o  Thailand, John A. Roper, 
missionary t o  JordEul, and Baker J, Cauthen, Foreign Missian Board executive secretary. 

On stage were furloughing, retired, and newly-appointed foreign missionaires, O f  
the appointees, missionary personnel secretary Jesse Fletcher said, "These people 
represent the hope thats- d * ~  Southern Baptists w i l l  make a realistic response t o  
the  needs of the world. " 

The uxissianaries marched from the stage through two arches of international flags, 
held by Royal Mbasaadors, stretching the length of the Sam Houston Coliseum, 

In the Baptist World Alliance report, Robert Denny, associate secretary, introduced 
Southern Baptists who serve as Alliance v ice  presidents, Mrs. R .  1;. Mathis of 
Birmingham, Ma., and Herschel H. Hobbs of Oklahoma City. H e  also presented Southern 
Baptist members o f  the BWA executive committee, 

Money for missions was the theme of the Stewardship C o ~ s s S o n  report, Merrill D. 
Moose, executive director, urged messengers t o  use the Cooperative Program and the two 
special missions offerings to reach beyond themse2ves. He quoted figures showing that 
Baptists paid $9 million more i n  interest on debts than they gave to a l l  convention-wide 
causes last year. 

Miss Alma H u n t ,  executive secretary to WMU, auxiliaryto the convention, called 
attention t o  WMU'a new organization plan which, she said, reinforces the concept that 
W.is one par t  of a total church program. Referring to  the adopted statement on the 
racial crisis, Miss Hunt said: "I want t a  thank the convention for actions tha t  pull 
us up. 

"It is time that we round the corner and move Into the arena of contemporary world 
problems, having said something and having something to say. I f  

5.  C. Bradley Elected Prof 
At Golden Gate Seminary 

HOUSTON (BP) --Colden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary trustees elected a new 
assistant professor of religious educatian and heard news of two major gifts during 
their meeting at the Rice Hotel here. 

The new teacher i s  James Curt is  Bradley of Louisville, Ky,, who i s  completing h i s  
dissertation For the doctor of education degree at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 

BrEtdley,a native of Beebe, Ark., is a graduate of Ouachita Baptist University 
and received a master's degree in  religious education from Southern Semlnary. 

He has servedasminister of education at Sherwaod Baptist Church, Albany, Ga,, and 
Fi r s t  Baptist Church, Macon, Ga. H e  1s presently on the staff  of the Bethany Baptist 
Church i n  Louisville. 

President Harold E. Graves announced the completion of a l i fe  income contract 
donated by Mrs. Howard V. Platt of Ventura, Calif. The gift involves the proceeds of 
the saLe of business property valued at more than $2~0,000 i n  Van Nuys , Calif., and will 
benefit the seminary over a 30-year period beginning Oct. 1. 

Graves a l s o  announced the first endowed lectureship donated to Golden Gate. It 
wfll be named the H. I. Hester Lectureship on Preaching and i s  named for the donor, 
H, I. Hester, long-time professor at William Jewel1 College, Liberty, Mom, and former 
vice-president of Midwestern Baptist Seminary, Kansas City, Mo, 

Construction of a new housing development including four town houses and six 
apartments for faculty and staff was reported, The president also reported plans for 
administrative changes in procedures and gave a progress report on actions taken to 
study the music curricuJm. 
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All Baptists Urged 
To Work For Unity 

3y Beth Hayworth 

HOUSTON (BP)--AL~ Baptists on the North American continent should work for unity 
11 "not because they have to  but because they want to ,  Southern Baptist messengers were 

told here. 

V. Carney Hargrmes of Philadelphia, Pa., chairman of the  North American Baptist 
Fellowship encompassing eight Baptist bodies, including the  Southern Baptist Convention, 
said Baptists must r:ot' '.?e "driven t o  unity by desperation but by inspiration. 11 

Hargrmes, an American Baptist pastor, listed several poss ib i l i t ies  for cooperation 
and involvement between different Baptist bodies i n  North America. 

Among the suggestions, he encouraged the ministers present to take the lead i n  t h e i r  
own com~mi t i e s  t o  form an interracial. and inter-convention cammittee t o  plan various 
cooperative efforts. Re also urged the development of projects that would bring tdgether 
large groups fox rallies or smll gmups for informal discussions. 

The American Baptist leader deplored the lack of information within individual 
denominational ra-.llrs about other Baptist groups. 

I1 State convention papers mtght well carry a regular column of t h i s  nature," 
Hargrwes said. 

Tn adsit ion, he urged proarm committees of s t a t e  and natfonEll conventions and 
asfsercblies to make use of speakers and leaders from as numy Baptist bodies as practic".. 

Eschmgcs between pastors, seminary students and professors which would take them 
i n t o  qrlfferent em%rox-~ents would a lso  be meaningful i n  helping us t o  understand each 
G..iGr and to k m w  how t o  work together, Hargroves said. 

 here are 16 ui l l ion  Eaptists related t o  each other i n  the North American Baptist 
Fel2.o-~rshi:~. Let 's get together and literally turn North America, and even the world, 
upsice down i n  the name of Jesus Christ." 

A~oLller American Baptist, Culbert G. Rutenber of Newton Centrq, Mass,, newly-elected 
president of the American Baptist Convention, praised the Southern Baptist Convention 
for s t r i k i ~ g  a "blow for  social justice" i n  the aff'irnaative vote on the race relations. 

"When Southern Baptists speak, the rest of us listen and take courage," Rutenber 
said. RrztenSer is profeseor of philosophy of religion at Andover-Newton Theological 
Seminary, Newton Centre, Mass. 

In other action during the Friday morning session, a check for $15,800 was presented 
t o  the  Cooperative Program from George W .  Curnmins of the Chaplains Commission. The 
money is from offerings taken i n  Air Force chapels around the world and is designated by 
the aimen and Air Force Chaplains, for seminary education. 

C, Emmue$ Carlson, chairman of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, 'I - 
przr -.rr":; ,; r?ym"t t o  Che ccnvention on the different aspects of the c#pmitt;ee's work 
this past year. The report treated such issues as low-cost housing, Social Security for  
ministers, planned urban development, judicial review proposals, welfare, and, revision 
of state constitutions. 

Carlson urged the committee on order of business t o  consider giving more time 
earlier i n  next year's convention program for a full consideration of the full range 
of public affa2rs now confronting W p t i s t s .  

Messengers voted to continue for another year the Committee on Canadian Baptist 
Cooperation aRer hearing i t s  report. 
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ABC Pres iden t  Says 
SBC Merger Doubtful 

By Roddy S t in son  

HOUSTON (BP)--The p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  American B a p t i s t  Convention (ilBC) pred ic ted  he re  
i t  would be a long time before his convention and t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention (SBC) 
merged. 

I n  a press conference,  Culber t  Rutenber,  p rofessor  of philosophy of r e l i g i o n  at 
Andover-Newton Theologica l  Seminary, Newton Centre ,  Mass., s a i d ,  ''I cons ider  t h e  ques t i on  
of o rgan ic  union h ighly  academic. Right  now n e i t h e r  convention would accept  t h e  other. '! 

The two convent ions disagree s t rong ly  on such issues as  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  
Nat ional  Council  of  Churches, he s a i d .  

American B a p t i s t s  belong t o  t h e  counc i l ,  whi le  Southern B a p t i s t s  s t r o n g l y  oppose 
such membership, he said.  

Rutenber a l s o  s a i d  t h e  two conventions a r e  held a p a r t  because of t he  s t e r e o t y p e s  
w i th  which each group t a g s  the  o the r .  He sa id  Southern B a p t i s t s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  feel t h a t  
a l l  American B a p t i s t s  are "shot  through wi th  t heo log ica l  modernism." 

Rutenber,  who was elected l a s t  week t o  head .the Lac, s a i d  that t h e  two  convenEions 
could c o n t r i b u t e  much t o  each o t h e r .  

" I f  we could combine the  s t r e n g t h s  of t h e  American B a p t i s t  Convention and t h e  
Southern B a p t i s t  Convention, w e  could have t h e  g r e a t e s t  group of Chr i s t i ans  since t h e  
Apostles!" 

He s a i d  he thought American B a p t i s t s  were ahead of Southern B a p t i s t s  i n  t h e i r  
concern about soc ia l  issues but Southern B a p t i s t s  were ahead of American B a p t i s t s  i n  
evangelism. 

Rutenber was asked i f  he thought more d ia logue  would emerge between the  two 
convent ions now t h a t  they a r e  working i n  some of the  same geographical  areas, such as 
the Northeast.  He  s a i d  t h i s  would depend on the  Southern B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r s  who' are 
s e n t  i n t o  these a r e a s .  

" In  t h e  early yea r s ,  t he  only m i n i s t e r s  who came were refugees who c o u l d n ' t  g e t  a 
job i n  the South- - tha t  i s ,  your worst ministers. I n  recent years, however, the  q u a l i t y  
has  improvzd, and t h i s  w i l l  he1p.I' 

I n  a s ta tement  concerning his p o s i t i o n  on the  war i n  Vietnam, Rutenber s a i d  he has 
been a p a c i f i s t  for many years and t h a t  he favors  s topping  the  bombing of  North Vietnam 
and reducing t h e  war i n  South Vietnam. 

Rutenber was i n  Houston t o  b r i n g  g r e e t i n g s  from h i s  convention to  Southern B a p t i s t  
messengers meeting he re .  

L i b e r i a  Missionary Named 
Seminary Alumnus of Year 

HOUSTON (BP)--Alumni o f  Golden Gate B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary i n  M i l l  Va l ley ,  
C a l i f . ,  named a fur loughing  B a p t i s t  missionary t o  L i b e r i a  a s  t h e i r  ou t s t and ing  alumnus. 

During t h e  annual  alumni luncheon sponsored by the  Golden Gate B a p t i s t  Seminary 
Alumni Assoc ia t ion ,  Miss Margaret Fai rburn ,  who was presented  a Gold Medalion by 
L ibe r i an  Vice-President  W. R. Tolbe r t  f o r  her  ou t s t and ing  work i n  L i b e r i a ,  was honored 
as Alumnus of t he  Year. 

I n  o the r  a c t i o n ,  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  approved a revised c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  heard a r e p o r t  
from Seminary P r e s i d e n t  Harold K. Graves on phys ica l  changes on the  campus, and heard 
an add re s s  on "The P u r s u i t  of E ~ c e l l e n c e , ~ '  
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FINAL ROUT;C!JP 

SBC Blends Strong Race 
Stand With Conservatism 

By Roy Jennings 

HOUSTON (BP)--Southern Baptists climbed t o  new p l a t e a u s  i n  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s ,  support  
o f  law enforcement,  and peace a t  t h e i r  111th annual meeting he re  wi thout  su r r ende r ing  a 
p o i n t  of  t h e i r  conserva t ive  theology. 

Messengers o f  t h e  11-mil l ion nember convention made a bold  e f f o r t  a t  so lv ing  t h e  
r a c i a l  crisis i n  t h e  na t ion  by ag ree ing  i n  a 1,100-word s ta tement  t o  secure  f o r  every 
person equal i ty  o f  huixzn and l e g a l  r i g h t s .  

I n  r ea f f i rming  t h e i r  ben t  f o r  t heo log ica l  conservat ism,  t he  messengers chose IJ. A. 
C r i swe l l ,  p a s t o r  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Da l l a s ,  as p r e s i d e n t  o f  t he  Southern B a p t i s t  
Convn t ion .  

A l e ad ing  conse rva t ive  and p a s t o r  of  t h e  denominat ion 's  l a r g e s t  church,  C r i s w e l l  
dcfeated h e n  Cooper, a Yazoo City, Miss., i n d u s t r i a l i s t  and layman, who was l a t e r  
ch.3sen first v i c e  p re s iden t .  Lee P o r t e r ,  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of Bellaire, 
Tex., won the nod for second v i c e  p re s iden t .  

Ths messengers a l s o  approved wi thout  ques t i on  a record $27.6 m i l l i o n  o p e r a t i n g  bud- 
get  f o r  1965-69 and a $5 m i l l i o n  c a p i t a l  needs budget f o r  a Cive-year pe r iod  beginning 
i n  1x2. 

Supporters for changing the  dencminat ion 's  name go t  a cool  r e c e p t i o n  as messengers 
i n  a s t raw vote a p p r c ~ z d  t h 2  existing name by a whopping major i ty .  

The v o t e  was Southern B a p t i s t  Convention, 4,996; B a p t i s t  General Convention, 702; 
United B e ? t i s t  Convention, 611, and a ca tegory  fo r  those  p r e f e r r i n g  another name, 956, 

R e g i s t r a t i o n  reached about 15,000, w e l l  below t h e  16,053 who r e g i s t e r e d  i n  1965 a t  
Dal las .  

Messengers, stzggered by the a s s a s s i n a t i o n  of Sen. Robert  F. Kennedy i n  Los Angeles, 
prayed 2nd s e n t  exp re s s ions  of condolence t o  t h e  family o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  a s p i r a n t .  

Statement5 on peace i n  Vietnam and law enforcement go t  t h e  most a t t e n t i o n  among 
t h e  1 2  r e s o l u t i o n s  t h e  messengers approved. 

Others  spoke t o  such a r e a s  a s  pornographic m a t e r i a l s ,  highway s a f e t y ,  h e a l t h  impli-  
c a t i o n s  of beverage a l coho l ,  observance of t he  Lord ' s  Day, chu rch - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s ,  and 
evange 1 i srn. 

I n  t h e  peace r e s o l u t i o n  the  messengers c a l l e d  f o r  an immediate c e a s e - f i r e  i n  
Vietnan and an end t o  a l l  h o s t i l e  a c t i v i t i e s  and f u r t h e r  m i l i t a r y  buildup. They a l s o  
asked f o r  p rayer  f o r  peace n e g o t i a t o r s ,  d e l e g a t e s  of t h e  United Nat ions,  men of good- 
w i l l  throughout the  world seeking peace and j u s t i c e  and C h r i s t i a n s  suffering for t h e i r  
f a i t h .  

The s ta tement  on suppor t  of law enforcement dec r i ed  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of v io l ence  
i n  t e l e v i s i o n ,  movies, and newspapers a s  a way of l i f e  and t h e  permissive atmosphere i n  
society where people  a r e  condi t ioned  f o r  d i s r e s p e c t  f o r  the  law. 

The r e s o l u t i o n  conmended P r e s i d e n t  Johnson f o r  h i s  condemnation of h a t r e d  and 
v io l ence  and supported him i n  h i s  p l e a  t o  Congress t o  pas s  s t r o n g  gun c o n t r o l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  

Included i n  the  r e s a l u t i o n  was a p l e a  f o r  a l l  c i t i z e n s  t o  suppor t  t h e i r  l o c a l  
p o l i c e  t o  t he  p o i n t  of paying taxes f o r  h igher  p o l i c e  s a l a r i e s  and b e t t e r  police 
t r a i n i n g .  

(more) 
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B a p t i s t s  were asked t o  purge any h o s t i l i t y  and misunderstanding from t h e i r  hearts 
and t o  r e a f f i r m  themselves t o  reverence  and r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  l i v e s  and r i g h t s  of  others, 

The s ta tement  ask ing  t h e  SBC Home Mission Board t o  t ake  t h e  lead  i n  so lv ing  the  
problems r e l a t i n g  t o  the n a t i o n a l  r a c i a l  c r i s i s  was endorsed by an overwhelming 72 per- 
cen t  of  t h e  messengers a f t e r  only minor r e v i s i o n  and 60 minutes of  d i s cus s ion .  

The crisis was drama t i ca l l y  por t rayed  in the opening s ta tement  w i t h  the d e c l a r a t i o n  
t h e  na t ion  i s  enveloped in a s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion .  Xt was described further 
this way: 

"We a r e  shocked by t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  anarchy i n  a land dedica ted  t o  democracy and 
freedom. There a r e  ominous sounds o f  h a t e  and v i o l e n c e  among men of unbe l i e f  and re- 
b e l l i o n  toward God. These compel C h r i s t i a n s  t o  f ace  t h e  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  and t o  examine 
themselves under the  judgment of God." 

The s ta tement  went on t o  say t h a t  "we a r e  a na t ion  t h a t  d e c l a r e s  t h e  e q u a l i t y  and 
r i g h t s  o f  persons i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  r ace .  Yet, as a na t ion ,  we have allowed c u l t u r a l  
p a t t e r n s  t o  p e r s i s t  t h a t  have depr ived  m i l l i o n s  of b lack  Americans and o t h e r  racial  
groups as well, of e q u a l i t y  of r ecogn i t i on  and oppor tun i ty  i n  t h e  areas o f  educa t ion ,  
employment, c i t i z e n s h i p ,  housing and worship .... \Je have seen a c l imate  of racism and 
r eac t ion i sm developed r e s u l t i n g  i n  h o s t i l i t y ,  i n j u s t i c e ,  susp ic ion ,  f a c t i o n ,  s t r i f e ,  
and alarming p o t e n t i a l  f o r  b i t t e r n e s s ,  d i v i s i o n ,  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  and death.': 

A s  p a r t  of a confess ion  t h e  s ta tement  said Southern B a p t i e t s  have come far s h o r t  
o f  C h r i s t i a n  brotherhood w i t h  Negro B a p t i s t s  i n  t h e  na t ion .  

To implement t h e i r  concern, the  messengers committed themselves to :  

--Respect every i n d i v i d u a l  as a person possess ing  inhe ren t  d i g n i t y  and worth 
growing out  of h i s  creation i n  t h e  image of  God; 

--Undertake t o  secure  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  ma t t e r s  of c i t i z e n s h i p ,  pub l i c  services, 
educa t ion ,  employment, and persona l  h a b i t a t i o n  t h a t  every man achieve h i s  highest 
p o t e n t i a l  as a person; 

- -Personal ly  accep t  every C h r i s t i a n  as a b ro the r  beloved i n  the  Lord and welcome 
t o  the fe l lowship  o f  f a i t h  and w o r s h i p  every  person i r r e s p e c t i v e  of race and class; 

--Strive to  become w e l l  informed about p u b l i c  i s s u e s ,  s o c i a l  i l l s ,  and d i v e r s e  
movements t h a t  are damaging human r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;  

--Recognize t h e i r  involvement w i t h  o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n s  and w i t h  a l l  o t h e r s  of good- 
w i l l  i n  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  work f o r  r i gh t eousnes s  i n  p u b l i c  l i f e  and j u s t i c e  for a l l  
per  sons.  

Whi le  the denomination confessed i t s  shortcomings and i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t he  
emerging n a t i o n a l  crisis, i t  c a l l e d  upon the na t ion  t o  respect law and o rde r ,  u rg ing  
minor i ty  groups t o  accept  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  as  w e l l  as t o  express t h e i r  d e s i r e s .  

Evange l i s t  B i l l y  Graham who headl ined a b a t t e r y  o f  speakers  du r ing  t h e  four-day 
convention commended t h e  s ta tement  on race r e l a t i o n s ,  s t a t i n g  " i t  cou ldn ' t  be s t r o n g  
enough f o r  me. ' ,  

Thousands of  people  i n  t h e  South have been swept i n t o  t h e  church who have never 
had a meaningful experience w i t h  C h r i s t ,  and this i s  the  reason for t h e  fa i lure  of 
churches t o  d e a l  w i th  r a c e ,  he said.  

Churches i n  t he  South must move more qu ick ly  i n  d e a l i n g  wi th  race, Graham sa id .  

"No church i n  t he  South should shu t  i t s  doors  t o  any person because of  his co lo r .  
The time f o r  keeping churches closed t o  Negroes i s  ended. We've got t o  get  back t o  
preaching the  gospel of r egene ra t i on ,  and open wide t h e  doors  of the  church t o  a l l  who 
w i l l  come., 

Outgoing p r e s i d e n t  F rank l in  pascha l1  of Nashv i l l e ,  Tenn., echoed Graham's s e n t i -  
ments on t h e  r a c i a l  problem i n  h i s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  address. 

(more) 
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The C h r i s t i a n  message i s  the answer t o  such problems as rac ia l  emnity, nuc lear  
power, sex and i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m ,  he s a i d .  

Support ing h i s  c la ims f o r  t h e  s u f f i c i e n c y  of t h e  gospe l ,  Paschal1 said i t  g ives  
d i g n i t y  and worth t o  t h e  i nd iv idua l  and can save him from l o n l i n e s s ,  f e a r ,  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  
and hate . 

"Chr i s t i ans  may d i f f e r  on many s u b j e c t s  bu t  they must ag ree  t h a t  t h e  emnity has 
been abol i shed  i n  C h r i s t .  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and racism are incompatible ,"  he dec la red .  

Foy Valen t ine ,  a l ead ing  Southern B a p t i s t  exponent  of C h r i s t i a n  mora l i t y ,  t o l d  
t he  messengers they must f i g h t  racism w i t h  open minds, h e a r t s ,  and housing. Valen t ine ,  
execu t ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission, saw no cure  f o r  racism b u t  
C h r i s t i a n  b ro the r ing ,  

The cont inu ing  argument over t he  r e l a t i v e  va lues  of evangelism and socealministries 
was t r e a t e d  i n  several addresses. 

Valent ine  urged the  messengers t o  s top  spending t h e i r  time trying t o  decide which 
comes f i r s t ,  word o r  deed, and t o  get  about  t h e i r  duty of hammering o u t  t h e  moral 
c o n f l i c t s  of d a i l y  l i f e ,  

C. E, Autrey of A t l an t a ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  evangelism f o r  t he  Home Missian Board, c a l l e d  
f o r  Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  m i n i s t e r  t o  t he  t o t a l  person as they took p a r t  i n  t h e  Crusade 
of t h e  Americas. 

In d e f i n i n g  t h e  scope o f  t h e  approaching crusade,  Autrey said i t  must be a mul t i -  
racial effort, not overlooking any race o r  s p o t l i g h t i n g  any particular group. 

I d e n t i f i e d  as a s e g r e g a t i o n i s t  i n  many c i r c l e s ,  C r i swe l l ,  the  new p r e s i d e n t ,  
s u r p r i s e d  some messengers when he dec l a r ed  h i s  endorsement t o  the  race r e l a t i o n s  
mani fes to  and added t h a t  h i s  church has  t h r e e  Negro members. 

Cr i swel l  s a i d  his church was open t o  anyone and i t  wasn ' t  h i s  church ' s  d ispos i -  
t i o n  t o  t u r n  down anyone who came s i n c e r e l y .  

The new p r e s i d e n t  s a i d  one of  h i s  f i r s t  desires i s  t o  lead t h e  denomination i n  a 
hugh evangelistic and missionary e f f o r t .  The messengers took him a t  h i s  word by 
promptly pled& their support  i n  any such undertaking.  

The messengers who choose meeting p l a c e s  f i v e  y e a r s  i n  advance selected Portland, 
Ore., for 1973. They w i l l  meet i n  1969 i n  New Orleans on June 10-13. 

Two S a i l o r s  Converted 
I n  Psychade l ic  Nightspot  

HOUSTON (BP)--Two i n t e r n a t i o n a l  seamen converted i n  a psychade l ic  n igh t c lub  were 
added t o  the membership of an Oklahoma B a p t i s t  church v i a  a te lephone ca l l  from here .  

Members of FJalker Avenue B a p t i s t  Church i n  Olclahoma City m e t  i n  a s p e c i a l  c a l l e d  
s e s s i o n  t o  r ece ive  t h e  phone c a l l  from t h e i r  p a s t o r ,  John W. Murphy, who i s  at tending 
the Southern B a p t i s t  Convention here .  

Murphy presen ted  fo r  membership Franki Solognier  of  t h e  Nether lands,  and C. R. 
Carrasco of  Honduras, whom he l e d  t o  make "dec is ions  for Chr is t "  i n  a l o c a l  psychade l ic  
n igh t spo t  c a l l e d  "The Cel la r . "  

The two men were accepted by a  unanimous vote and were bap t i z ed  one hour  later 
a t  Houston's First B a p t i s t  Church. 

The unusual  ven tu re  began Wednesday night when Murphy and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  Southern 
B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r s ,  l ed  by e v a n g e l i s t  Arthur  Blessitt of C a l i f o r n i a ,  p resen ted  t h e  
Chr is t ian  gospel t o  patrons of "The Cellar ." 

Following a brief sermon by B l e s s e t t ,  Murphey appraached Solognier ,  whose merchant 
s h i p  was docked i n  Houston. The Dutch s a i l o r  t o l d  Murphey he had "heard some about  
J e s u s  i n  school ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  t he  f i r s t  t i m e  anyone eve r  said he would h e l p  me pray." 
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Paul J a m s  Tcllo CSC, 
Give P r i o r i t y  To C i t i e s  

HOUSTON (BP)--The metropol i tan  c e n t e r s  of t he  nor th  and no r theas t e rn  p a r t s  of the  
United S t a t e s  must be labeled "top p r i o r i t y "  f o r  immediate B a p t i s t  miasion a t t e n t i o n ,  
messengers t o  t h e  Southern Bapt i s t  Convention were to ld  here.' 

"Half t h e  people of t h e  United States l i ve  i n  t h i s  area,'' the d i r e c t o r  of Southern 
B a p t i s t  mission work for  New York C i ty ,  Paul S. ,  James, t o l d  the convention. 

He p ic tu red  the m u l t i - r a c i a l ,  multi-language makeup of New York City and challenged 
i:outhern B a p t i s t s  t o  create s p e c i f i c  ministries t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  Iicities w i t h i n  the c i ty ."  

As an example of mission oppor tun i t i e s ,  he t o l d  of a community of 5,000 Pol ish-speaking 
persons wi thout  a B a p t i s t  wi tness .  

The fore ign  mission f i e l d  has come t o  our own land,  he declared, t e l l i n g  about a church 
r e c e n t l y  organized for one thousand French-speaking H a i t i a n s  l i v i n g  i n  New York. 

He p ic tu red  Harlem where 1,000,000 are crowded i n t o  a deplorable  ghetto area where 
"many c h i l d r e n  are b i t t e n  r e g u l a r l y  by rats." 

"lk must: see t he  c i t y  be fo re  we can love it," James chal lenged t h e  B a p t i s t  messengers. 
"We're not  called t o  l i k e  it,  b u t  we  are c a l l e d  t o  love it. And we  must love it before we 
can serve i t .  New York Ci ty  i s  what America i s  becoming." 

James, the  former pastor of the Manhattan B a p t i s t  Church i n  New York City,deplored the  
fact  t h a t  Southern Baptists had been working i n  t h a t  a r e a  for only a f e w  years. 

"We a r e  l a t e , "  he  sa id ,  "but  we a r e  not  too  l a t e  t o  do something about the " tens  of 
thousands of ycung ch i ld ren  i n  the  s t r e e t s . "  

Graharn Urges Evangelism 6/7/68 
And Socia l  Action Balance By Roddy St inson  

HOUSTON (BP)--Evangelist B i l l y  Graham chal lenged Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  give "a proper  
balancef1 t o  evangelism and s o c i a l  concern i n  an address t o  t h e  f i n a l  s e s s ion  of t h e  Southern 
B ~ p t i s t  Convention here. 

Graham t o l d  the Southern Baptist messengers, "We have a g u i l t  f e e l i n g  about a lack  of 
s o c i a l  emphasis i n  the p a s t ,  and i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s ,  we should. 

"But don't l e t  the  pendulum go so far that we give up our d o c t r i n e s  of  s a l v a t i o n  and 
redemp tian. 

He commended the messengers for endorsing both evangelism and social concern. " I f  
you cont inue t o  show a proper balance you can t u r n  t h e  world upside down f o r  Christ ." 

Graham spoke t o  a capacity crowd of 11,000 a t  t h e  Sam Houston Coliseum, s i te  of the  
four-day convention. More than 1,000 persons were turned away. 

Speaking on the  second coming of J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  Graham sa id ,  "Peace w i l l  not: come to  
t h i s  world u n t i l  C h r i s t  comes back and s e t s  up h i s  kingdom. 

"What i s  going t o  happen when Je sus  Christ: r e t u r n s ?  

"Peace w i l l  be e s t a b l i s h e d  on e a r t h ,  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  be r econs t ruc t ed ,  nature 
w i l l  be r e s t o r e d  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s t a t e ,  and C h r i s t  w i l l  produce the  w i l l  of God on ear th ."  

He s a i d  t h e r e  were many s i g n s  of t he  imminent coming of  Chr i s t - - t he  mental and maral 
s t a t e s  of  t h e  world, t he  f a i l i n g  away of t he  church, worldwide v io l ence ,  wars,  many peace 
conferences,  worldwide evangelism, and "22 o t h e r  s igns."  

Graham, who called h imsel f ,  "a sawdust t ra i l  preacher ," said the knowledge of Christ's 
second coming should cause Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  "evangel ize w i t h  z e a l ,  i n t e n s i f y  worldwide 
mission e f f o r t s ,  intensify s o c i a l  concern, guard against t heo log ica l  e r r o r ,  l i v e  holy l ives ,  
and give hope and comfort t o  o t h e r  people. 

Concerning evangel iz ing ,  he admonished Baptists t o  "renew t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  t h e  gospel  and 
i t s  power t o  change men's J ives ."  
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In the area of aocial concern Graham said B a p t i s t s  "cannot ignore our brothers. We're 
living in a new day, and we need ta rise to the challenge and say t o  the world that we 
believe i n  social justice and equality of all ma, regardless of the color of their skin.'$ 

Graham's message was preceded by a music program featuring C l i f f  Barrows, Tedd Smith, 
and George Beverly Shea of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Team. 
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