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SINS IN THE SANCTUARY 
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Et may eaund sacre l ig ioua  t o  speak of s i n a  in the sanctuary. It ahould be remembered, 
however, t h a t  Jesus cleansed the  Temple. It is  posaible t h a t  contemporary churchea need 
t o  be cleansed. Sin  can cxeep i n t o  the most sacred places .  

Our church bui ld ings  have been dedicated t o  God and t o  his worship. How thoxoughly 
aze they being used t o  f u l f i l l  h i s  purposes? The sanctuary s tands  i n  the community as 
a symbol of ~ o d ' s  presence among the  people. Do the  people recognize I t  aim such a rymbol? 
Whether or nor they do w i l l  be determined l a rge ly  by the prevalence ox abeence of c e r t a i n  
s i n s  i n  the  sanctuary. 

One s i n  that has t o  be guarded aga ins t  i a  a worldly pzide i n  the  bui ld ing i t s e l f .  
Cexrainly a church should provide a worthy house for the Lord, but i t  has t o  watch or an 
unworthy p r ide  w i l l  creep in. 

This p r i d e  frequently expresses i t r s l f  i n  a boast ful  parade o f  the cost  of the  building,  
There may a l s o  be p r ide  in some of the  luxur ies  t h a t  add nothing t o  the  e f f i c i ency  of the 
building.  

Pride i n  the  bui ld ing may r epe l  the  very peaple the  church needs most t o  reach. It 18 
even possible t h a t  aome members of the  church w i l l  p r e f e r  f o x  c e r t a i n  types of pa p le  wot 
to  be reached by the  church. 

The l a t t e r  may be an expression of s e l f - s a t i s f a c t i o n  and nelf-centerednsae. I f  t h i s  
s p i r i t  become3 general  i n  the church group, the  church w i l l  tend t o  remain a relatively 
c loec ly  k n i t ,  more or less  exclueive fellowship. Those who are welcomed into the  
fel lowship w i l l  be the  ones who can smoothly a d j u s t  t o  the group. 

Clasely akin  t o ,  i f  not i d e n t i c a l  w i t h ,  the  preceding s i n s  i n  the  sanctuary i r  the 
s p i r i t  of self-r ighteousness.  This wae t h e  only a in  s p e c i f i c a l l y  condemned by Jeour. It 
was the  s i n  of the  Pharisees,  the most t t r e l ig ious t t  people of t h a t  day, 

Too many who attend r egu la r ly  the  sexvices i n  our aanctuaxisrr s e c r e t l y  i f  not openly 
pray the prayer of the  Pharisee, "God, I thank thee,  t h a t  I am not as  o ther  men are" 
(Luke 18:11), He went on t o  inform the  Lord what a good man he was. We need t o  have, wen 
i n  the  sanctuary, t he  s p i r i t  of the  publican: "God be merciful  t o  me a einner . I t  

One o f  the  bese t t ing  sins of those of ua who regularly a t t end  the  se rv ices  of our 
chutcher is e f a i l u r e  t o  recognize our s in fu lness .  Too many of ua in the  sanctuary do nor 
recognize t h a t  " a l l  we l i k e  eheap have gone as t r ay t t  (Iea. 53:6), t h a t  a l l  of us "have #inned 
and come s h o r t  of the glory  of God" (Ram. 3:23), 

Also ,  a n t i r e l y  too many of us go fxom the sanctuary unchanged. This i s  a s i n ,  W e  
supposedly came t o  worship God. We can be sure tha t  i f  we a te  not  changed when we leave 
h ie  house, we have not worshipped him. 

If w , through genuine uorship, have had a v i s i o n  of the God revealed in the  Sc r ip tu ra r  
then we w i l l  go out  of the  eanctuary t o  attempt t o  make t h a t  v i s i o n  a r e a l i t y  i n  the world. 
If we do not go i n t o  the world, i t  is a s i n .  If we go with any purpose other than t errvc, 
i t  i r  a l s o  a s i n .  

Loxd, cleanse those o f  us who regu la r ly  meet in thy eanctuary that  we m y  go out  into 
t he  world t o  be instruments in thy hands t o  achieve thy purposes among men! 
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DENOMINATIONAL POLITICS: A POSTSCRIPT 
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Some of t h e  s t a t e  denominational papers  have r e c e n t l y  c a r r i e d  an a r t i c l e  of mine 
e n t i t l e d  "Denominational P o l i t i c s . "  They have a l s o  publ ished o the r  a r t i c l e s  and a few 
e d i t o r s  themselves have spoken concerning p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  denomination. 

There ev iden t ly  has no t  been any decrease  i n  t he  p o l i t i c a l  maneuvering, a t  l e a s t  for  
t h e  presidency of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention. 

Word has come t o  me t h a t  a c e r t a i n  i nd iv idua l  has  agxeed "to run f o r  tlze o f f i c e . "  It 
has been determined who w i l l  nominate him. 

A l l  this is being done wi th  an expressed convic t ion  of a d i v i n e  mission.  Also,  i t  is 
claimed t h a t  "it i e  f o r  t h e  good of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention." 

Is t h e r e  any hope t h a t  we w i l l  ever  g e t  beyond t h i s  kind of p o l i t i c s  i n  our Convention? 
I f  n o t ,  l e t  u s  f r ank ly  say s o  and b r i n g  i t  ou t  i n t o  the open. 

There has been cons iderable  response t o  t h e  previous a r t i c l e .  Some have spoken of 
"denominational p o l i t i c a l  machines" i n  c e r t a i n  s t a t e s .  Such is ev iden t ly  cons iderably  more 
p reva len t  i n  eome s t a t e 8  than i n  o t h e r s ,  

A l e t t e r  from an e d i t o r  says t h a t  he might some day g e t  t h e  courage t o  l ist  the  14 , 

candidate8 "along wi th  a summary of t h e i r  campaign m a t e r i a l , "  The lat ter  is cons iderable  
i n  some cases .  

A lawyer who has two preacher  b ro the r s  included t h e  fol lowing i n  a let ter  he wrote t o  
me: "Laymen have been d i scuss ing  t h i s  (denominational p o l i t i c s )  f o r  yea r s  and have been 
worried and alarmed a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  . . , It i s  time t h a t  t h e  l eade r s  take an i n t e r e s t  in 
t he  mat te r  i f  t h e  denomination is  t o  be preserved."  

Are we s o  impoverished a s  a denomination that we do n o t  have men among u s  t o  whom we 
can  and w i l l  n a t u r a l l y  t u r n  fo r  l eade r sh ip?  Do we not  have i n  e l l  of our v a s t  numbers a 
J. 13. Gambrell, an E. Y. Mull ins ,  a John R. Sampey, a Lee 12. Scarborough, a George W .  
McDaniel, a George W. T r u e t t ,  a Fred Brown, or  men of s i m i l a r  c h a r a c t e r  and c a l i b e r ?  

We have some wonderful young men, b u t  t h e r e  remains a ques t ion  whether o r  n o t  they w i l l  
mature i n t o  the  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and s p i r i t u a l  s t a t u r e  of those who have provided l eade r sh ip  for 
Southern Bapt is ts  i n  the  pas t .  

An a d d i t i o n a l  perp lex ing  and d i s t u r b i n g  ques t ion  is :  Even i f  they mature i n t o  r e a l  
s p i r i t u a l  g i a n t s ,  w i l l  Southern B a p t i s t s  permit them t o  provide t h e  l eade r sh ip  they a r e  
capable of and t h e  l eade r sh ip  Southern Baptists need? 

I hope i t  is  understood t h a t  t h i s  is nor a b lanket  indictment  of Southern Bap t i s t  
l eade r sh ip .  Some e r e  e l e c t e d  t o  p l aces  of l eade r sh ip ,  even as  p re s iden t  of t he  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Convention, who ev iden t ly  have n o t  sought t h e  o f f i c e .  

Furthermore, t h e r e  are some wonderful men and women i n  our mids t ,  Many of the  l a t t e r ,  
however, a r e  i n  p l aces  of execut ive  leadersh ip .  Certainly, we should be g r a t e f u l  t o  t he  
Lord f o r  the  top l e v e l  e l d e r  statesmen t h a t  we have among u s .  

And then we have some e x c e l l e n t  men, who because of t h e i r  r e t i c e n c e  about g e t t i n g  
involved i n  "denominational p o l i t i c s "  o r  because B a p t i s t s  i n  gene ra l  do not  care for their 
type  of leadersh ip ,  a r e  n o t  i n  p laces  of e l e c t e d  l eade r sh ip  among Southern Bap t i s t s .  
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News Analvsis  

Shocking Hunger Conditions @ 
Reported Throughout America 

By Beth Hayworth 

WASHINGTON (BP)--In t h e  midst of t h e  n a t i o n a l  deba te  on the  meaning of t he  Poor people 's  
Campaign t o  dramatize t he  p l i g h t  of t h e  poor i n  t he  land ,  a r e p o r t  on Hunger i n  t h e  Nation 
has been r e l eased  here  t h a t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  problem. 

Of t he  29.9 m i l l i o n  persons c l a s s i f i e d  by the  government as "impoverished," a t  least 
10 m i l l i o n  have such i n s u f f i c i e n t  d i e t s  t h a t  many a r e  slowly s t a r v i n g  t o  dea th ,  according 
t o  t h e  r e p o r t ,  

Fac t s  t o  back up t h i s  c la im are i n  a 100-page document r e l ea sed  by t h e  C i t i z e n s  Board 
of Inqui ry  i n t o  Hunger and Malnut r i t ion  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  a pxivately-f inanced c i t i z e n s  
group. 

"Hunger, USA" t e l l s  t h e  e t o r y  of babies  who weigh less a t  one year than they d i d  a t  
b i r t h ,  of c h i l d r e n  who go t o  school  t oo  hungry t o  l e a r n  and of o ld  f o l k s  who are s o  poor 
t h a t  they s u b s i s t  on a l i q u i d  d i e t .  

The p r i v a t e  board of i nqu i ry  was set: up l a s t  summer by the  C i t i z e n s '  Crusade Against 
Poverty a t  t h e  sugges t ion  of i t s  chairman, Walter P. Reuther,  head of t h e  United Auto Workers. 

The co-chairmen of t he  panel were Benjamin E. Mays, pres ident  emeri tus  of Morehouse 
College i n  At l an ta  and L e s l i e  W .  Dunbar, execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Field Foundation. 

The panel  was appointed and r e sea rch  begun a f t e r  a Senate  subcommittee heard testimony 
about widespread hunger and ma lnu t r i t i on  i n  Mis s i s s ipp i .  

Funds for ;he s tudy came from p r i v a t e  foundat ions and church groups. Two denominations 
suppor t ing  t h e  r e sea rch  were t h e  Domestic and Foreign Missions Soc ie ty  of t he  P r o t e s t a n t -  
Episcopal Church i n  t h e  U .  S ,  A , ,  and t h e  Board of Missions of t h e  United P resby te r i an  
Church, U .  S .  A .  

I n  r e l e a s i n g  i t s  r e p o r t ,  t he  25-member board of prominent Americans s a i d  t h a t  chronic  
hunger is  no t  confined t o  Miss i s s ipp i  a lone.  Victims of hunger can be found a l l  over  t h e  
n a t i o n ,  bu t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  South and Southwest, i t  s a i d .  

Conditions are  s o  bad i n  254 coun t i e s  i n  24 s t a t e s  t h a t  a n a t i o n a l  emergency should be 
dec l a red  i n  order  t o  g ive  immediate a i d ,  the  board dec lared .  

Leading the  list of s t a t e s  with "hunger coun t i e s , "  i s  Georgia with  47. Mis s i s s ipp i  is 
second w i t h  37.  

Others  i n  t h e  top 12 a r e :  Texas, 30; North Caro l ina ,  27; Alabama, 17; South Caro l ina ,  
16; Virginia, 14; Kentucky and Tennessee, 11 each; Louisiana,  9; F l o r i d a ,  8; and South 
Dakota, 7 .  

A county was c l a s s i f i e d  as a "hunger a rea"  i f  i t  had th ree  out  of four  f a c t o r s  a t  an 
e s t a b l i s h e d  ' J c t i t i c a l "  l e v e l :  40 per  cent of t h e  f a m i l i e s  below t he  poverty l i n e ;  m o r t a l i t y  
rate of 15 per 2,000 among i n f a n t s  from one month t o  two y e a r s ;  25 per c e n t  of poor 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  f e d e r a l  food d i s t r i b u t i o n  programs and r ece iv ing  we l f a re  a s s i s t a n c e .  

Although t h e  board s a i d  the  c r i t i c a l  l e v e l  f o r  each factor was s e t  "conservatively" t o  
i n s u r e  t h a t  they were addreaaing themselves t o  extreme cond i t i ons ,  i n  most cases t he  c r i t i c a l  
l e v e l  was twice t h a t  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  average. 

The c i t i z e n s  group s a i d  t h a t  most of t he  d e s o l a t e  poor are  Ind ians ,  Negroes, Appalachian 
whi tes  and Spanish-speaking r e s i d e n t s  of the  Southwest. Migrant farm f a m i l i e s  and Indians  
on some r e s e r v a t i o n s  were descr ibed  as having t h e  worst  of a l l  h e a l t h  cond i t i ons .  

"If you w i l l  go look,  you w i l l  f i n d  America a shocking p l ace , "  t he  board of i nqu i ry  
s a i d  a f t e r  i t s  n ine  months search  f o r  the  f a c t s  of hunger. 
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We f i n d  ourse lves  somewhat s t a r t l e d  by our own f i n d i n g s ,  f o r  w e  t o o  had been l u l l e d  
i n t o  t h e  comfort ing b e l i e f  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  t h e  extremes of p r i v a t i o n  had been e l imina ted  i n  
t h e  process  of becoming t h e  wor ld ' s  w e a l t h i e s t  n a t i o n , "  they s a i d .  

The panel  summed up i t s  f i n d i n g s  t hus ly :  

* Hunger and m a l n u t r i t i o n  e x i s t  i n  t h i s  count ry ,  a f f e c t i n g  m i l l i o n s  of our fe l low 
Americans and inc reas ing  i n  s e v e r i t y  and e x t e n t  from year  t o  yea r .  

* Hunger and m a l n u t r i t i o n  take  t h e i r  t o l l  i n  the  form of i n f a n t  dea ths ,  organic  bxain 
damage, r e t a rded  growth and l e a r n i n g  r a t e s ,  increased  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o  d i s e a s e ,  withdrawal ,  
apa thy ,  a l i e n a t i o n ,  f r u s t r a t i o n  and v io l ence ,  

* Federa l  programs designed t o  he lp  t he  poor e a t  b e t t e r  a r e  " t e r r i b l y  i n s u f f i c i e n t . ' '  
O f  t h e  n e a r l y  30 m i l l i o n  poor ,  only 5.4 m i l l i o n ,  o r  18 per  cent, b e n e f i t  from t h e  s u r p l u s  
commodities and the  food stamps programs. The ma jo r i t y  of those  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  a r e  n o t  t h e  
poo re s t  of t h e  poor ,  t h e  pane l  s a i d .  

* O f  t he  s i x  m i l l i o n  school  c h i l d r e n  of poor f a m i l i e s ,  only two m i l l i o n  rece ived  f r e e  
lunches i n  the  n a t i o n ' s  school  lunch program. 

* P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  governrnent'food programs has  dropped 1 .4  m i l l i o n  i n  t he  last s i x  
yea r s  wh i l e  ma lnu t r i t i on  among the  poor has r i s e n  sha rp ly .  

The U ,  S. Department of Agr i cu l tu re ,  which admin i s t e r s  t he  government's food programs, 
came i n  for seve re  c r i t i c i s m  f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  provide b e t t e r  d i e t s  f o r  t h e  poor.  The p r i v a t e  
pane l  charged tha t  t he  f a i l u r e  of f e d e r a l  e f f o r t s  t o  feed the poor "cannot be divorced from 
our n a t i o n ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o l i c y ,  t he  congress iona l  committees t h a t  d i c t a t e  t h a t  po l i cy  and 
t h e  Department of Agr i cu l tu re  t h a t  implements it." 

They accused the  Agr i cu l tu re  Department of p l ac ing  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  
producers  f i r s t ,  t he  needs of t he  poor and hungry second. 

I n  its recommendations, the board urged t h a t  t he  government's food programs be taken 
£ram t h e  Agr i cu l tu re  Department and given t o  t h e  O f f i c e  of Economic Opportuni ty  o r  t h e  
Department of Hea l th ,  Education and Welfare .  

Sec re t a ry  of Agr i cu l tu re  O r v i l l e  L. Freeman responded t o  t h e  accusa t ions  by say ing  he 
"welcomed" t h e  c i t i z e n s  group t o  what "has o f t e n  been a  l one ly  b a t t l e  t o  e r a d i c a t e  hunger.'' 
He  added t h a t  suppor t  for h i s  department 's  e f f o r t s  i n  t he se  programs has been "in s h o r t  
supply' '  i n  recent y e a r s .  

Freeman s a i d  t he  e l imina t ion  of hunger is  a complex problem and i s  compounded by a  lack 
of jobs,  educa t ion  and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  He  added t h a t  i n  about 330 low-income c o u n t i e s ,  l o c a l  
governments have re fused  t h e  a i d  of t h e  Agr i cu l tu re  ~ e p a r t m e n t ' s  food programs. 

The r e p o r t  a l s o  i n d i c t s  p r i v a t e  s e r v i c e  groups a s  w e l l  a s  government agencies  f o r  the 
"shocking" absence of s t a t i s t i c s  on t h e  e x t e n t  of hunger i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  They s a i d  
t h e i r  own e s t ima te  of 10 m i l l i o n  s u f f e r i n g  from hunger and m a l n u t r i t i o n  was conse rva t ive  and 
t h e  a c t u a l  f i g u r e  might be c l o s e r  t o  13 m i l l i o n .  

Af t e r  l a s t  summer's hear ings  on hunger i n  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  Congress au thor ized  e a r l y  i n  
December a  s tudy  t o  determine t h e  e x t e n t  of m a l n u t r i t i o n  i n  t h i s  count ry .  That s t udy ,  due 
June 5, 1968, has never g o t t e n  o f f  t h e  ground, and Congress has  not  y e t  appropr ia ted  funds 
f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A t  t h e  h e a r t  of t he  board 's  long-range recommendations i s  a f r e e  food stamp program. 
E l i g i b l e  r e c i p i e n t s  would f i l e  s i m p l i f i e d  f e d e r a l  income tax r e t u r n s  and r ece ive  vouchers 
e n t i t l i n g  them t o  t h e  food stamps. 

I n  concluding i t s  r e p o r t ,  t h e  board urged p r i v a t e  o rgan iza t ions  concerned wi th  human 
we l f a r e  t o  address  themselves t o  t h e  "most e lementa l  of a l l  of humanity's problems'' and t o  
f ind w i t h i n  i t s  purposes and resources  i t s  own d i s t i n c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t he  problem of 
hunger i n  America. 

A commitment equa l  t o  t h a t  of t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  expansion fo l l awing  World War I1 and the  
p re sen t  e f f o r t s  t o  explore  space should be t he  model, i t  s a i d .  "With a r e a l i s t i c  and s i n c e r e  
sense of r e s o l v e ,  we must say t h a t  a l l  our c h i l d r e n  s h a l l  ea t  well ,"  the citizens challenged. 
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SINS IN THE SANCTUARY 

Retired Pxofessor of Chr i s t i an  Ethics  
Southwestern Bzpt ia t  Theological Seminary 

J t  azey sound sac re l ig ious  t o  speak of s i n s  i n  the  sanctuary. It rhould be remembered, 
however, t h a t  Jesus cleansed the  Temple. It is  possible t h a t  contemporary churchee nerd 
t o  be cleansed. Sin can creep I n t o  the most sacred p lace r .  

Our church buildingo have been dedicated t o  God and t o  h i s  worship, How thoroughly 
are they being used t o  f u l f i l l  h i s  purposes? The sanctuary stands i n  the community as 
a aymbol of God's presence among the  people. Do the people recognize it ae such e symbol? 
Whether or not thay do w i l l  be determined l a rge ly  by the  prevalence or absence of certain 
s in8  i n  the  sanctunxy. 

One e i n  t h a t  has t o  be guarded against  is  a worldly pride i n  the building i t s e l f .  
Cer ta in ly  a church should provide a worthy house for  the  Lord, but  i t  has t o  watch or an 
unworthy pride will creep in .  

This p r ide  frequently expressem itself i n  a boaet fu l  parade of the c o s t  of the bullding. 
There may a l a o  be pr ide  i n  some of t h e  luxur ier  t h a t  add nothing t o  the efficiency f the 
building.  

Pride i n  the bui ld ing may r e p e l  the  very people t h e  church naedo moat t o  reach, It i s  
even poss ib le  t h a t  some members of the  church w i l l  prefer for c e r t a i n  types of pe ple  not 
t o  be reached by t h e  church. 

The l a t t e r  m y  be an expreesion of self-satisfaction and eelf-centeredncer. If chis 
~ p i r i t  becomes general i n  t h e  church group, the  church w i l l  tend t o  remain a r e l a t i v e l y  
c loae ly  k n i t ,  more or  less exclusive fellowship. Those who are welcomed in to  the  
fellowchip w211 be the ones who can smoothly a d j u s t  t o  the  group. 

Closely akin  t o ,  i f  not  i d e n t i c a l  wi th ,  the  preceding s i n s  i n  the ranctuary is the  
s p i r i t  of self-r ighteouaneas.  This was the  only sin s p e c i f i c a l l y  condemned by Jeaue. It 
was t he  s i n  of the  PLyarieees, t h e  most "rel igious" people of that day. 

Too many who at tend regu la r ly  the se rv ices  i n  our sanctuar isa  s e c r e t l y  f f  not openly 
pxay the prayer of t h e  Pharisee,  "God, I thank thee,  t h a t  I am not a s  o ther  rnen aret' 
(Luke 1 8 : l l ) .  He went on t o  inform the  Lord what a good man he was, We need t o  have, even 
i n  the sanctuary,  the s p i r i t  of the  publican: "God be merciful  to  me s sinner."  

One of the bese t t ing  sins of those of ua who regu la r ly  a t tend the services of our 
churches i s  a f a i l u r e  to recognize our e infulnera .  Too many of us i n  the  sanctuary do aot 
recognize that "al l  we like aheep have gone as t ray"  (Irsa. 53:6), that e l l  of us "have sinned 
and come s h o r t  of the g lory  of God" (Rom. 3:23). 

Also ,  e n t i r e l y  too many of us go from the  sanctuary unchanged. This $6 a Bin, We 
supposedly csme to  worrhip God. We can be suxe t h a t  i f  we a r e  not  changed when we leave 
h le  house, we hnve not worshipped him. 

If  w e ,  through genuine worship, have had a v i s i o n  of the  God revealed in the  Scr ip turee  
then we w i l l  go ou t  of the sanctuary t o  attempt t o  make t h a t  virion a r ea l i t y  i n  t he  world. 
I f  we d not go i n t o  the world, i t  i a  a s in .  If  we go with  any purpore other  than t o  serve, 
i t  i e  a l s o  a #in. 

Lord, cleanse thoea o f  ue who regu la r ly  meet i n  thy sanctuary that we m y  go out into 
the  world t o  be instruments i n  thy hands t o  achieve thy purporea among men! 
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DENOMINATIONAL POLITICS: A POSTSCRIPT 

Retired Professor  of C h r i s t i a n  E th i c s  
Southwestern B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary 

Some of the s t a t e  denominational papers  have r e c e n t l y  ca r r i ed  an a r t i c l e  of mine 
e n t i t l e d  "Denominational P o l i t i c s . "  They have a l s o  publ ished o t h e r  a r t i c l e s  and a few 
e d i t o r s  themselves have spoken concerning p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  denomination. 

There ev iden t ly  has no t  been any decrease  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  maneuvering, a t  least f o r  
the  presidency of t he  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention, 

Word has come t o  me t h a t  a c e r t a i n  i nd iv idua l  has agreed "to run f o r  t h e  o f f i c e , "  It 
has been determined who w i l l  nominate him. 

A l l  t h i s  i s  being done wi th  an expressed convic t ion  of e d i v i n e  mission. Also, i t  is 
claimed t h a t  "it i s  f o r  the good of the Southern Baptist  Convention." 

Is t h e r e  any hope t h a t  we w i l l  ever get beyond this kind of p o l i t i c s  i n  our Convention? 
If not, l e t  us f r ank ly  say s o  and bring i t  o u t  into t he  open. 

There has been cons iderable  response t o  the  previous a r t i c l e .  Some have spoken f 
"denominational p o l i t i c a l  machines" i n  c e r t a i n  s t a t e s .  Such is evidently cons iderably  more 
p reva len t  i n  some s t a t e s  than i n  o t h e r s .  

A letter from an e d i t o r  eays t h a t  he might some day get  t h e  courage t o  l i a t  t h e  
candida tes  "along wi th  a summary of t h e i r  campaign ma te r i a l . "  The l a t t e r  is  cons iderable  
i n  some cases .  

A lawyer who has two preacher  b r o t h e r s  included t h e  fol lowing i n  a l e t t e r  he wrote  t o  
me: "Laymen have been d i scuss ing  t h i s  (denominational p o l i t i c s )  for years and have been 
worried and alarmed a t  t he  s i t u a t i o n  . . , It i s  time t h a t  t h e  l e a d e r ~  take an interest i n  
the  matter i f  t h e  denomination i s  t o  be preserved." 

Are we s o  impoverished as a denomination t h a t  we do n o t  have men among us  t o  whom we 
can  and w i l l  n a t u r a l l y  t u r n  f o r  l eade r sh ip?  Do w e  no t  have i n  e l l  of our v a s t  numbers a 
J, B, Garnbrell, an E. Y. Mullins ,  a John R. Sampey, a Lee R. Scarborough, a George W .  
&Daniel, a George W .  T r u e t t ,  a Fred Browh, or  men of s i m i l a r  chaxac ter  and c a l i b e r ?  

We have some wonderful young men, b u t  t h e r e  remains a ques t ion  whether or n o t  they w i l l  
mature into the i n t e l l e c t u a l  and s p i r i t u a l  stature of those  who have provided l eade r sh ip  for  
Southern B a p t i s t s  i n  the  pas t .  

An a d d i t i o n a l  perp lex ing  and d i s t u r b i n g  ques t ion  i s :  Even if they mature i n t o  real  
s p i r i t u a l  g i a n t s ,  w i l l  Southern B a p t i s t s  permit them t o  provide t h e  l eade r sh ip  they a re  
capable  of and t h e  leaderahip  Southern Bap t i s t e  need? 

I hope i t  i s  understood t h a t  this i s  n o t  a b lanket  indictment  of Southern Bap t i s t  
leadership. Some are e l e c t e d  t o  places of l eade r sh ip ,  even as  p re s iden t  of t h e  Southern 
Bap t i s t  Convention, who ev iden t ly  have not sought t he  o f f i c e .  

Furthetmore, these are some wwnderful men and women i n  our midst. Many of t h e  l a t t e r ,  
however, a r e  i n  places of execut ive  leadersh ip .  C e r t a i n l y ,  we should be g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  
Lord f o r  t h e  top l e v e l  e l d e r  s ta tesmen t h a t  we have among us .  

And then we have some e x c e l l e n t  men, who because of t h e i r  r e t i c e n c e  about ge t t ing  
involved i n  "denominational p o l i t i c s "  or  because Bap t i s t e  i n  gene ra l  do not  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  
type  of l eade r sh ip ,  a r e  n o t  i n  p laces  of elected l eade r sh ip  among Southern Baptists. 
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News Analvsis  

Shocking Hunger Conditions 
Reported Throughout America 

By Beth Hayworth 

WASHINGTON (BP)--In t he  midst of t he  n a t i o n a l  deba te  on the  meaning of t h e  Poor people 's  
Campaign t o  dramatize t he  p l i g h t  of t h e  poor i n  t h e  land ,  a r e p o r t  on Hunger i n  t h e  Nation 
has been r e l eased  here  t h a t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  problem. 

O f  t he  29.9 m i l l i o n  persons c l a s s i f i e d  by the  government as  "impoverished," a t  least 
10 m i l l i o n  have such i n s u f f i c i e n t  d i e t s  t h a t  many are slowly s t a r v i n g  t o  dea th ,  according 
t o  t h e  r e p o r t .  

Facts t o  back up t h i s  c la im are  i n  a 100-page document r e l ea sed  by t h e  C i t i z e n s  Board 
of Inqui ry  i n t o  Hunger and Malnu t r i t i on  i n  t he  United S t a t e s ,  a pr iva te ly- f inanced  c i t i z e n s  
group. 

"Hunger, USA" t e l l s  the  s t o r y  of babies  who weigh less a t  one year than they d id  a t  
b i r t h ,  of c h i l d r e n  who go t o  school  t oo  hungry t o  l e a r n  and of o ld  folks who a r e  s o  poor 
t h a t  they  s u b s i s t  on a l i q u i d  d i e t .  

The p r i v a t e  board of i nqu i ry  was s e t  up l a s t  summer by the c i t i z e n s '  Crusade Against 
Poverty a t  t h e  sugges t ion  of i t s  chairman, Walter P .  Reuther,  head of t h e  United Auto Workers. 

The co-chairmen of t h e  panel  were Benjamin E.  Mays, p re s iden t  emeri tus  of Morehouse 
College i n  A t l an t a  and L e s l i e  W .  Dunbar, execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  F i e l d  Foundation. 

The panel  was appointed and research  begun a f t e r  a Senate  subcommittee heard testimony 
about widespread hunger and ma lnu t r i t i on  i n  Mis s i s s ipp i .  

Funds f o r  t he  s tudy  came from p r i v a t e  foundat ions and church groups. Two denominations 
suppor t ing  t h e  r e sea rch  were the Domestic and Foreign Missions Socie ty  of t h e  P r o t e s t a n t -  
Episcopal Church i n  t h e  U .  S .  A., and the  Board of Missions of t h e  United P resby te r i an  
Church, U ,  S .  A .  

I n  r e l e a s i n g  i t s  r e p o r t ,  t he  25-member board of prominent Americans s a i d  t h a t  chronic  
hunger is no t  confined t o  Mis s i s s ipp i  a lone.  Victims of hunger can be found a l l  over t he  
n a t i o n ,  b u t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  South and Southwest, i t  said. 

Conditions a r e  s o  bad i n  256 coun t i e s  i n  24 s t a t e s  t h a t  a n a t i o n a l  emergency should be 
dec l a red  i n  order  t o  g ive  immediate a i d ,  the  board dec lared .  

Leading the  l ist  of s t a t e s  wi th  "hunger coun t i e s , "  i s  Georgia wi th  47. Mis s i s s ipp i  is  
eecond w i t h  37. 

Others i n  t he  top 12 are: Texas, 30; North Caro l ina ,  27;  Alabama, 1 7 ;  South Caro l ina ,  
16; V i rg in i a ,  14; Kentucky and Tennessee, 11 each; Louisiana,  9; F l o r i d a ,  8; and South 
Dakota, 7 ,  

A county was c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a "hunger area" if i t  had t h r e e  ou t  of four  fac to rs  a t  an 
e s t a b l i s h e d  ' JcYi t ica l"  l e v e l :  40 per  c e n t  of t h e  f a m i l i e s  below the  poverty l i n e ;  m o r t a l i t y  
r a t e  of 15 per  1,000 among i n f a n t s  from one month t o  two yea r s ;  25 per cent of poor 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  f e d e r a l  food d i s t r i b u t i o n  programs and r ece iv ing  we l f a re  a s s i s t a n c e .  

Although t h e  board s a i d  t h e  c r i t i c a l  l e v e l  f o r  each f a c t o r  was s e t  l tconservat ively" t o  
i n s u r e  t h a t  they were address ing  themselves t o  extreme cond i t i ons ,  i n  most cases the  c r i t i c a l  
l e v e l  was twice t h a t  of t he  n a t i o n a l  average. 

The c i t i z e n s  group s a i d  t h a t  most of t he  d e s o l a t e  poor a r e  Indians ,  Negroes, Appalachian 
whi tes  and Spanish-speaking r e s i d e n t s  of the,Southwest.  Migrant farm f a m i l i e s  and Indians 
on some r e s e r v a t i o n s  were described as 'having the  worst  of a l l  h e a l t h  cond i t i ons ,  

"If you w i l l  go look, you w i l l  f i n d  America a shocking p lace ,"  t he  board of i nqu i ry  
s a i d  a f t e r  i ts  n ine  months search f o r  t he  f a c t s  of hunger. 
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"We f i n d  ourse lves  somewhat s t a r t l e d  by our own f i nd ings ,  f o r  w e  t oo  had been l u l l e d  
i n t o  the  comforting b e l i e f  that: a t  l e a s e  thg,extremes of p r i v a t i o n  had been e l imina ted  i n  
t h e  process  of becoming t h e  wor ld ' s  w e a l t h i e s t  na t ion , "  they s a i d .  

The panel sununed up i t s  f ind ings  thus ly :  

* Hunger and ma lnu t r i t i on  e x i s t  i n  t h i s  count ry ,  a f f e c t i n g  mi l l i ons  of our fe l low 
Americans and inc reas ing  i n  s e v e r i t y  and ex ten t  from year  t o  year .  

* Hunger and ma lnu t r i t i on  take t h e i r  t o l l  i n  t he  form of i n f a n t  dea ths ,  organic  b ra in  
damage, r e t a rded  growth and l ea rn ing  r a t e s ,  increased  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o  d i s e a s e ,  withdrawal,  
apathy,  a l i e n a t i o n ,  f r u s t r a t i o n  and v io lence .  

* Federa l  programs designed t o  he lp  the  poor eat: b e t t e r  a r e  " t e r r i b l y  i n s u f f i c i e n t . "  
Of the  nea r ly  30 m i l l i o n  poor,  only 5.4 m i l l i o n ,  or  18 per c e n t ,  b e n e f i t  from t h e  surplus 
commodities and the  food stamps programs. The major i ty  of those  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  a r e  not the 
poores t  of the  poor ,  t he  panel  said. 

* Of the s i x  m i l l i o n  school  c h i l d r e n  of poor f a m i l i e s ,  only two m i l l i o n  rece ived  f r e e  
lunches i n  the  n a t i o n ' s  school  lunch program. 

* P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  government food programs has dropped 1.4 m i l l i o n  i n  t he  l a s t  s i x  
years while malnu t r i t i on  among the  poor has risen sharp ly .  

The U, S. Department of Agr i cu l tu re ,  which adminis te rs  t he  government's food programs, 
came i n  f o r  severe  c r i t i c i s m  f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  provide b e t t e r  d i e t s  f o r  t he  poor. The p r i v a t e  
panel charged t h a t  t h e  f a i l u r e  of f e d e r a l  e f f o r t s  t o  feed the  poor "cannot be d ivarced  from 
our na t ion ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o l i c y ,  the  congress iona l  committees t h a t  d i c t a t e  t h a t  po l i cy  and 
t h e  Department of Agr i cu l tu re  t h a t  implements it." 

They accused t h e  Agr i cu l tu re  Depaxtment of p lac ing  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  
producers f i r s t ,  t he  needs of t he  poor and hungry second. 

I n  i t s  recommendations, t h e  board urged t h a t  the  government's food programs be taken 
from t h e  Agr i cu l tu re  Department and given t o  t h e  Of f i ce  of Economic Opportunity o r  t h e  
Department of Heal th,  Education and Welfare. 

Sec re t a ry  of Agr i cu l tu re  orville L. Freeman responded t o  the  accusations by saying  he 
l'welcomedl' t he  c i t i z e n s  group t o  what "has o f t e n  been a lone ly  b a t t l e  t o  e r a d i c a t e  hunger." 
He  added t h a t  support  f o r  h i s  department 's  e f f o r t s  i n  t hese  programs has been "in short 
supply1' i n  r ecen t  yea r s .  

Freeman s a i d  the e l imina t ion  of hunger i s  a complex problem and i s  compounded by a l ack  
of jobs ,  educat ion and d i sc r imina t ion ,  He added t h a t  i n  about 330 low-income coun t i e s ,  l o c a l  
governments have refused t h e  a i d  of t h e  Agr i cu l tu re  ~ e p a r t m e n t ' s  food programs. 

The r e p o r t  a l s o  i n d i c t s  p r iva te  s e r v i c e  groups as  w e l l  as government agencies f o r  the 
"shockingt' absence of s t a t i s t i c s  on the  ex t en t  of hunger i n  t h e  United States.  They said  
t h e i r  own e s t ima te  of 10 m i l l i o n  s u f f e r i n g  from hunger and ma lnu t r i t i on  was conserva t ive  and 
t h e  a c t u a l  f i g u r e  might be c l o s e r  t o  13  mi l l i on .  

Af t e r  l a s t  summer's hear ings  on hunger i n  Mississippi, Conaress au thor ized  e a r l y  i n  
December a s tudy t o  determine the  e x t e n t  of ma lnu t r i t i on  i n  t h i s  count ry ,  That s tudy ,  due 
June 5, 1968, has never go t t en  off t he  ground, and Cangzess has not y e t  appropr ia ted  funds 
f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A t  t he  h e a r t  of the  board 's  long-range recommendations is a f r e e  food stamp program. 
E l i g i b l e  r e c i p i e n t s  would f i l e  s i m p l i f i e d  f e d e r a l  income tax r e t u r n s  and receive vouchers 
e n t i t l i n g  them t o  the  food stamps. 

I n  concluding i t s  report ,  the  board urged p r i v a t e  organiza t ions  concerned with human 
wel fa re  t o  address  themselves' t o ' t h e  "most e lemental  of a l l  of humanity's problems" and t o  
f i n d  wi th in  i t s  purposes and resources  i t s  own d i s t i n c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t he  problem of 
hunger i n  America . 

A commitment equal  t o  that of t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  expansion fol lowing World War I1 and the 
p re sen t  e f fo r t s  t o  explore  space should be the  model, i t  s a i d .  "With a r e a l i s t i c  and s i n c e r e  
sense  of r e so lve ,  we must say that  a l l  our c h i l d r e n  s h a l l  e a t  we l l , "  the c i t i z e n s  chal lenged.  
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