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WASHINGTON (BP)--The first Southern Baptist to serve as president of the interdenominational Associated Church Press, W. C. Fields of Nashville, urged the organization's
members here to crusade against racism in the nation and in their churches.
"Race prejudice should be cleansed from our lives and from the lives of our people
because it is a sin against almighty God and a denial of the mission and message of Jesus
Christ, his son," declared Fields, public relations s~cretary for the Southern Baptist
Convention.
"In this city with its growing black majority, with the memory of Martin Luther
King's tragic death so fresh in our minds and on our consciences, we as editors are face
to face with another of the volcanic ... changes of our era," said Fields.
The editor of The Baptist PrQgram magazine urged churches to become servants of the
dispossessed of all kinds, the culturally deprived, and the social outcast.
'~e have despised and rejected them, esteeming them not, and have hidden our faces
from them," he charged. "But in so doing, we have rejected Christ, for here surely is
where Christ is moving today, reclaiming and redeeming. 1I

Fields further declared that it is "hypocrisy of the worst order and incongruity
right out of the pit for us· to send missionary and military messengers to other shores
and then live like the devil.himself here at home."
The Baptist editor and direc~or of the Baptist Press news service made the statements
in his presidential address to the,Associated Church Press.
Earlier, three Southern Baptist publications were admitted as new members, bringing
the membership to 186 publications witti a circulation of about 23 million. The three
Baptist publications among 20 new members were the Baptist Standard of Texas, the Word and
Way of Missouri and the Baptist Hen's Journal published by the SBC Brotherhood Commission.
Fields was elected last year' for a two-year term as president of the organization
while serving at the same time as,president of the Religious Public Relations Council.
In his presidential address, Fields outlined social and technological changes in the
past decade which have drastically affected the churches.
''We tended," he said, "to mix up the religious dimensions of American culture with the
cultural dimensions of American religio~ .•• the passage of time may prove that an essentially
alien Bocial order has trapped and tamed the churches.
"Religion suffers from a tendency to become an end in itself, to become self-seeking,
self-indulgent, and parochial," Fields stated.
''When thiS happens, religious journals are not doing their job. We (editors) have
frequently done more to canonize prejudiee than to wrestle for truth, to solidify and
petrify the sacred than to redeem and s~nctify the secular. 1I
Fields also observed that the gove~nment has been a big factor in influencing the
churches on social issues •
•
"The sad, tragic, ironic fact is that politicians have had to prod and push church
people into doing something~about our public responsibility," the Baptist editor said.
Be added that government has dragged the church leaders, often kicking, to posts of
civic duty, and that there was too little religious or theological evaluation of civil
rights and welfare legislation, aid to education, relief for the poor, minimum wages, etc.
"Now when people are iri trouble,1I he observed, "they turn to the government, not to tre
churches. The role of the ~tate is expanding, while that of the church seems to be becoming
more and more marginal."
Calling politicians. "the movers and shakers of society," Fields said they were remolding
American life ''without the insight or inspiration of the dynamic religious forces" because
of th§ fQtfeitute pf tbe fhur~hes.
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Interracial Pastors
Meeting in Atlanta
ATLANTA (BP)--Negro and white Baptist pastors' conferences in Atlanta met last week for
the first of what will become a monthly joint meeting of their groups.
The joint meeting was held at Ebenezer Baptist Church. where exactly one week artier
the funeral of Martin Luther King Jr. was held. The late King's father was one of about
70 Baptist ministers present, about evenly divided between Negroe. and whites.
The joint meetings grew out of an interracial theological seminar which E. A. McDowell
had been teaching at First Baptist Church in Atlanta for 'two years. The meeting originally
had been set for April 9, but was delayed because of King's funeral.
(A former Southern Bapt1st Seminary professor, McDowell is minister of teaching for
First Baptist Church~ Atlanta until June 1 when he will· devote full t~e to lecturing and
writing.) '.
At the April 16 meeting, McDowell _de the mot,ion which authorized interracial
committees of the two conferences to decide on a meeting time, programs and other details
for regular monthly meetings.

,

Harold D. Zwald, pastor ot West Manor Baptist Church, is interracial chairman for the
Atlanta Baptist Jastors' Conference (White). BenjaminW. Bickers, pastor of Emmaau 1 Bapti~t
Church, is interracial chairman for the Atlanta Ministers' union (Negro).
William Holmes Borders, pastor of Wheat Street Baptist Church--Atlanta's large8t Negro,
Church--made a fervent speech at the joint meeting.
He said: '~e pastors in Atlanta ought to see to it in every way possible tbat we will
work for better education, better housing, more job opportunities, better rebabilitatlon
programs for people in prison and do e~erything possible to make this community better.

''We can make Atlanta the headquarters of the world. We preachers have the primary
responsibility ln this cause. Religion 18 the mother of human culture. We've got to be
wise, but we also have got to perform. If we don't we had better turn in our ministerial
credentials. "
~
~

Bord rs also mentioned the late Dr. King briefly, saying, '~e gave his last measure of
devotion. If we don't give ourselves to the divine task of obtaining democracy for the
common man, monuments and words will be of no Itffect."
.
-30Arkandas Youths Advocate
Annual Beach Ministry
DAYTONA BEACH,
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For a group of about SO Arkansas coltege Atudents, spring holidays were all ab ut
sermons set 'to popular lyrics like the line above and sung to thousands of other youths
observing Easter on Daytona "a~bes.
According to Tom Logue, direFtor of the student department of the Arkans•• Baptist
State Convention, "It was worthwh,Ue. I believe these young people experienced many
spiritual victories and establis~ed friendships which in some . cases probably will c ntinue."
The group included 45 Arkansas youths, three from Kentucky, one from. Louisiana aad two
from Mississippi. They arrived in Daytona Thursday night and set up camp at BethuneCookman College (A.M.~.).
"They spent all day on the beaches making friends of a lot of different types of
students--shar1ng a meal, ~etlae8 giving out a tract and inviting everyone to our program,"
L gue said:
A bandshell on the beach was reserved for the group all afternoon Friday and Saturday
and a portion of Sunday wh n they presented a program every hour.
This program rev lved around f ur men and two .omen called the M11 (meaning "in 11fe")
Singers, a folk gr up who present sermons in adaptations of p pular songs such as "DOwntown," Knd "Alf.ie. II
•
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'The group sang 'Christ Our contemporary' at sunrise Sunday morning to about 1,500
people attending special beachside-services," Logue said.
"A popular performer also was folk singer John Bayley, a native of Guyana who is
majoring in sociology at Shore~r College in North Litfle Rock, Ark.
Each morning began with the group going to New Smyrna to share their'reactions,
victories and problems. A group of Florida student~ participated in these sharing times and
assisted during the wekk en~.
"None of our students were there for the fun of it," Logue said. "They were selected
very carefully. Every student agreed at the end ~hat this should be a regular ministry."
This idea originated in the department of special mission ministries at the Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board headed by Warren Woolf.
Prior to the scheduled ministry, Don Hammonds, an associate in the department, and
Winston Hardman, Baptist Student Director at the State College of Arkansas in Conway and a
native Floridian, travelled to n,ytona to study possibilities for the ministry.
"We still could have used a man to be down there about two weeks before the student
group to handle details."
-30STATE PAPER EDITORS:
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ATLANTA (BP)--The director of the department of Christian social ministries of the
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board here has resigned to accept the directorship of the
Florida Baptist Retirement Cent~rs.
Paul R. Adkins was the first dir~ctor of the Home Mission Board's Christian social
ministries department, created in 1966, He came to Atlanta from Dallas, where he had been
director of the department of aging of ,Buckner Baptist Benevolences.
"I believe that the department of Christian social ministries of the Home Mission Board
really can set the pace for churches and associations in involvement in missions," Adkins
said.
"This department also can be the real cutting edge in crossing racial areas.
work, as it should be in Christianity, knows no color barriers."

Social

"But I'm getting back into what I know best," Adkins said.
A graduate of ~os Angeles Baptist College, he holds a master's degree of social gerontology from the earv~r School of Missions and Social Work in Louisville, Ky.
He also has atee~ded the Kent School of Social Work of the University of Louisville,
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville and the University of Michigan.
He is a member of the National Council on Aging, the American Association of Homes for
the Aging and the National'" Gerontological Society.
Previously Adkins had, served as a principal and superint.ndent~of schools in the west
covina area of california: He also has been pastor of several Baptist churches.
Adkins' resignation is effective April 30. An agency of the Florida Baptist Convention,
the office of the Florida"'~Ptist Retirement centers is located in Vero Beach, Fla.
-30California Board Approves
Financial Plan Changes

4/19/68

FRESNO, Calif (BP)--Financial matters claimed ~he major portion of the time at the
meeting of the Southern Baptist General Convention-of California's executive board here,
April 15-16.
-more-
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A Cooperative Program goal of $1,300,000 was set for 1969 ~nd the general pattern was
approved for a plan to solve some of the financial difficultie~ facing california Baptist
College, as well as other phases of the state convention ~ork. Also, a state missions
offering goal of $60,000 was set for 196~.
The Cooperative Program goal for 1969 is an increase of $60,000 over the current year.
It is recommended that 26 percent of the total go to Southern Baptist world missions
causes, the same as the current ye~r.
The board gave approval to the o~tline of the program it will recommend to the state
convention as a feasible means of giving a marked increase in support going to California
Baptist College and other agencies of· the state convention. The state convention, meeting
in Reno last November, agreed that an endowment campaign previously approved in 1965 was
not workable.
The new financial plan is composed of four basic elements. The first element is the
activation of a full-time program of stewardship education and promotion as of January I,
1969. At present the Conve~tion has only a half-time program of stewardship education and
promotion operating on a limited basis.
The recommended program-will seek to provide new money to the college and the Convention through the channel of'the Cooperative Program. During the five year program churches
will be asked to increase their Cooperative Program gifts by a minimum of one-half percent
of their total budget for each.of the five years.
During these five years the ~onvention budget will increase $60,000 annually as a cost
of living increase of the average of the last five years. All funds above the basic budget
will constitute an advance section with the major portion going to California Baptist
College and the rest being divided between state convention and world mission causes.
In addition, the college was asked to "adopt a fiscal policy of operating within its
actual cash receJpts."
A long range eqdowment program approved in 1965 at the same time of the ill fated
bond endowment prog~wn is reaffirmed and will be assigned to the college for implementation.
A special conve~tion will not be called to act upon the proposed program because of
the timing. The prog~am is not yet ¢omplete. In addition, the summer months would not
seem to be a wise tim~ to hold a special session of the state convention, e.pecia11y when
maximum attendance is. desired.
It is recommended-instead that an extra session be added to the annual convention
meeting in November in.Fresno to give the board time for presentation of the new program.
Responding to a pl~a from the state convention inter agency ~ouncil, the board
allocated $20,000 of th~ Cooperative Program increase for 1969 to finance the' recommended
stewardship education ~nd promotion department.
-30-
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Fields Urges Religious
Editors to Fight Racism
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WASHINGTON (BP)--The first Southern Baptist to serve as president of the interdenominational Associated Church Press, W. C. Fields of Nashville, urged the organization's
members here to crusade against racism in the nation and in their churches.
"Race prejudice should be cleansed from our lives and from the lives of our people
because it is a sin against almighty God and a denial of the mission and message of Jesus
Christ, his son," declared Fields, public relations secretary for the Southern Baptist
Convention.
"In this city with its growing black majority, with the memory of Martin Luther
King's tragic death so fresh in our minds and on our consciences, we as editors are face
to face with another of the volcanic ••• changes of our era," said Fields.
The editor of The Baptist Program magazine urged churches to become servants of the
dispossessed of all kinds, the culturally deprived, and the social outcast.
'~e have despised and rejected them, esteeming them not, and have hidden our faces
from them," he charged. "But in so doing, we have rejected Christ, for here surely is
where Christ is moving today, reclaiming and redeeming."

Fields further declared that it is "hypocrisy of the worst order and incongruity
right out of the pit for us to send missionary and military messengers to other shores
and then live like the devil himself here at home."
The Baptist editor and director of the Baptist Press news service made the statements
in his presidential address to the Associated Church Press.
Earlier, three Southern Baptist publications were admitted as new members, bringing
the membership to 186 publications with a circulation of about 23 million. The three
Baptist publications among 20 new members were the Baptist Standard of Texas, the Word and
Way of Missouri and the Baptist ~enls Journal published by the SBC Brotherhood Commission.
Fields was elected last year for a two-year term as president of the organization
while serving at the same time as president of the Religious Public Relations Council.
In his presidential address, Fields outlined social and technological changes in the
past decade which have drastically affected the churches.
'~e tended, II he said, "to mix up the religious dimensions of American culture with the
cultural dimensions of American religion ..• the passage of time may prove that an essential~y
alien social order has trapped and tamed the churches.

"Religiou suffers from a tendency to become an end in itself, to become self-seeking, .
self-indulgent, and parochial," Fields stated.
I~hen this happens, religious journals are not doing their job. We (editors) have
frequently done more to canonize prejudice than to wrestle for truth, to solidify and
petrify the sacred than to redeem and sanctify the secular."

Fields also observed that the government has been a big factor in influencing the
churches on social issues.
"The sad, tragic, ironic fact is that politicians have had to prod and push church
people into doing something about our public responSibility," the Baptist editor said.

He added that government has dragged the church leaders, nften kicking, to posts of
civic duty, and that there was too little religious or theological evaluation of civil
rights and welfare legislation, aid to education, relief for the poor, minimum wages, etc.
"Now when people are in trouble," he observed, "they turn to the government, not to the
churches. The role of the state is expanding, while that of the church seems to be becoming
more and more marginal."
Calling politicians "the movers and shakers of society," Fields said they were remolding
American life "without the insight or inspiration of the dynamic religious forces" because
of th.e f9tfe i .t\.1J::'-> pf the c;hu;:,~h.f'G,
U)lU(UIN-'C"~NI'1"{t ~ f" _
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Interracial Pastors
Meeting in Atlanta
ATLANl'A (BP)--Negro and white Baptist pastors I conferences in Atlanta met last week for
the first of what will become a monthly joint meeting of their groups.
The joint meeting was held at Ebenezer Baptist Church, where exactly one week earlier
the funeral of Martin Luther King Jr. was held. The late King's father was one of about
70 Baptist ministers present, about evenly divided between Negroes and whites.
The joint meetings grew out of an interracial theological seminar which E. A. McDowell
had been teaching at First Baptist Church in Atlanta for two years. The meeting originally
had been set for April 9, but was delayed because of Kingls funeral.
(A former Southern Baptist Seminary professor, McDowell is minister of teaching for
First Baptist Church~ Atlanta until June 1 when he will devote full time to lecturing and
writing.)
At the April 16 meeting, McDowell made the motion which authorized interracial
committees of the two conferences to decide on a meeting time, programs and other details
for regular monthly meetings.
Harold D. Zwald, pastor of West Manor Baptist Church, is interracial chairman for the
Atlanta Baptist Pastors' Conference (white). BenjaminW. Bickers, pastor of Emmaauel Baptist
Church, is interracial chairman for the Atlanta Ministers' Union (Negro).
William Holmes Borders, pastor of Wheat Street Baptist Church--Atlanta's largest Negro
Church--made a fervent speech at the joint meeting.
He said: I~e pastors in Atlanta ought to see to it in every way possible that we will
work for better education, better housing, more job opportunities, better rehabilitation
programs for people in prison and do everything possible to make this community better.
I~e can make Atlanta the headquarters of the world.
We preachers have the primary
responsibility in this cause. Religion is the mother of human culture. We've got to be
wise, but we also have got to perform. If we donlt we had better turn in our ministerial
credentials."

Borders also mentioned the late Dr. King briefly, saying, "He gave his last measure of
devotion. If we don't give ourselves to the divine task of obtaining democracy for the
common man, monuments and words will be of no ~ffect."
-30-

Arkansas Youths Advocate
Annual Beach Ministry

4/18/68

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. (BP)--"What's i t all about, Alfie?"
For a group of about 50 Arkansas coleege students, spring holidays were all about
sermons set to popular lyrics like the line above and sung to thousands of other youths
observing Easter on Daytona ~aches.
According to Tom Logue, director of the student department of the Arkansas Baptist
State Convention, "It was worthwhile. I believe these young people experienced many
spiritual victories and established friendships which in some eases probably will continue. 1I
The group included 45 Arkansas youths, three from Kentucky, one from Louisiana aad two
from Mississippi. They arrived in Daytona Thursday night and set up camp at BethuneCookman College (A.M.E.).
"They spent all day on the beaches making friends of a lot of different types of
students--sharing a meal, 90metimes giving out a tract and inviting everyone to our program,"
Logue said.
A bandshell on the beach was reserved for the group all afternoon Friday and Saturday
and a portion of Sunday when they presented a program every hour.
This program revQlved around four men and two .omen called the Mil (meaning "in life ll )
Singers, a folk group who present sermons in adaptations of popular songs such as "Downtown," Hnd "Alfie."
-more-
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group sang 'Chtist Our Contemporary' at sunrise Sunday morning to about 1,500
people attending special beachside-services," Logue said.
,~ popular performer also was folk singer John Bayley, a native of Guyana who is
majoring in sociology at Shorcer College in North Little Rock, Ark.

Each morning began with the group going to New Smyrna to share their'reactions,
victories and problems. A group of Florida students participated in these sharing times and
assisted during the wekk end.
"None of our students were there for the fun of it," Logue said. ''They were selected
very carefully. Every student agreed at the end that this should be a regular ministry."
This idea originated in the department of special mission ministries at the southern
Baptist Home Mission Board headed by Warren Woolf.
Prior to the scheduled ministry, Don Hammonds, an associate in the department, and
Winston Hardman, Baptist Student Director at the State College of Arkansas in Conway and a
native Floridian, travelled to D,ytona to study possibilities for the ministry.
'~e still could have used a man to be down there about two weeks before the student
group to handle details.'*
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ATLANTA (BP)--The director of the department of Christian social ministries of the
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board here has resigned to accept the directorship of the
Florida Baptist Retirement Centers.
Paul R. Adkins was the first director of the Home Mission Board's Christian social
ministries department, created in 1966. He came to Atlanta from Dallas, where he had been
director of the department of aging of Buckner Baptist Benevolences.
"I believe that the department of Christian social ministries of the Home Mission Board
really can set the pace for churches and associations in involvement in missions," Adkins
said.
"Thia department also can be the real cutting edge in eroding racial areas.
work, as it should be in Christianity, knows no color barriers."

Social

"But I'm getting back into what I know best," Adkins said.
A graduate of Los Angeles Baptist College, he holds a master's degree of social gerontology from the Carver School of Missions and Social Work in Louisville, Ky.
He also has ateended the Kent School of Social Work of the University of Louisville,
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville and the University of Michigan.
He is a member of the National Council on Aging, the American Association of Homes for
the Aging and the National Gerontological Society.
Previously Adkins had served as a principal and superint8ndent~of schools in the west
covina area of California. He also has been pastor of several Baptist Churches.
Adkins' resignation is effective April 30. An agency of the Florida Baptist Convention,
the office of the Florida Baptist Retirement centers is located in Vero Beach, Fla.
-30-

California Board Approves
Financial Plan Changes
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FRESNO, Calif (BP)--Financial matters claimed the major portion of the time at the
meeting of the Southern Baptist General Convention of California's executive board here,
April 15-16.
-ftlore-
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A Cooperative Program goal of $1,300,000 was set for 1969 and the general pattern was
approved for a plan fa sol~e some of the financial difficulties facing california Baptist
College) as well as other phases of the state convention work. Also, a state missions
offering goal of $60,000 was set for 1969.
The Cooperative Program goal for 1969 is an increase of $60)000 over the current year.
It is recommended that 26 percent of the total go to Southern Baptist world missions
causes, the same as the current year.
The board gave approval to the outline of the program it will recommend to the state
convention as a feasible meaDS of giving a marked increase in support going to California
Baptist College and other agencies of the state convention. The state convention) meeting
in Reno last November) agreed that an endowment campaign previously approved in 1965 was
not workable.
the new financial plan is composed of four basic elements. The first element is the
activation of a full-time program of stewardship education and promotion as of January 1,
1969. At present the Convention has only a half-time program of stewardship education and
promotion operating on a limited basis.
The recommended program will seek to provide new money to the college and the Convention through the channel of'the Cooperative Program. During the five year program churches
will be a.ked to increase their Cooperative Program gifts by a minimum of one-half percent
of their total budget for each of the five years.
During these five years the convention budget will increase $60,000 annually as a cost
of living increase of the average of the last five years. All funds above the 'basic budget
will constitute an advance section with the major portion going to California Baptist
College and the rest being divided between state convention and world mission causes.
In addition, the college was asked to "adopt a fiscal policy of operating within its
actual cash receipts."
A long range endowment program approved in 1965 at the same time of the ill fated
bond endowment progrem is reaffirmed and will be assigned to the college for implementatl n
A special convention will not be called to act upon the proposed program because of
the timing. The program is not yet ~omplete. In addition, the summer months would not
seem to be a wise time to hold a special session of the state convention, especially when
maximum attendance is desired.
It is recommended instead that an extra session be added to the annual convention
meeting in November in Fresno to give the board time for presentation of the new pr gram.
Responding to a plea from the state convention inter agency council, the board
allocated $20,000 of the Cooperative Program increase for 1969 to finance the recommended
stewardship education and promotion department.
-30-
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