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Ring Death Spurs Memphis 
Pastors To Action, Sermons J77 

MEMPHIS (BP)--The death  of Martin Luther King Jz, here hao prompted several Southern 
Baptiat minis t e r s  t o  s t rong  words from the p u l p i t ,  and a t  leaat two t a  &arch on City Hall 
i n  sympathy f o r  King and t h e  s t r i k i n g  sanitation workers. 

There was no way t o  determine how many of the estimated L0,000 to 19,000 people who 
pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  the memorial march on Monday, Apr i l  8, were Southern Bapeista. 

A t  l e a a t  two Southern Bapt is t  minis ters  joined i n  a march on the office of Memphis 
Mayor Henry Loeb on Friday,  t h e  day e f  ter ~ i n g ' s  assassinaeion.  

Brooks fiamey, pas tor  of Second Bapt is t  Church i n  Memphis, sa id  that he and Bob 
Trouhaan, pastox o f  Preecott Memorial Baptist Chwch here, were the only Southern Bapt i s t  
min i s t e r s  who took p a r t  i n  t h a t  march as f a r  as he knew, 

Troutman l a t e r  s a i d  he was d is turbed by the  s i l e n c e  of the white Bapt i s t  leadership  
following ~ i n g ' s  assass ina t ion .  "I have waited to  hear from men f have respected and laved, 
b u t  I have not: heard a voice," Troutman said.  

H e  added t h a t  one pas to r  had called him and s a i d  a group of h i s  church members had 
come t o  him and asked him not t o  mention one .thing about the ~ a c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  in t h e  city, 
or else to resign, "How t r a g i c  ,'I Troutman said,  "How t r a g i c  ." 

Not a l l  of the  Southern Bap t i s t  p u l p i t s  i n  Memphis, however, were silent. Several  
prominent Bapriet ministers hexe had strong words poncerning t h e  King clssaseination. 

 he death of Dr. Martin Luther King has brought shame and consternat ion t o  a l l  of 
us,"  asid Ramsey Pol lard ,  paator of Bellevus Bapt4at Church and former pres ident  of the 
Southern Bap t i s t  Convention. 

'%fernphi$ has long been noted as a city of good abode fox men of a l l  races," Pol l s rd  
sald. "In recent  days that pi'c ture haa been rudely shat tered ,"  

Pollard strongly condemned racism i n  h i s  Sunday morning sermon, bu t  added t h a t  both 
white and Negro c i t i zens  must share $he blame. "Racism is a two-way street,'' he said, 
"This ugly r e a l i t y  is  not  the  sole possession of e i t h e r  race. It i r  a common curse.  

"Let u s  remember that t he  men who f i r e d  that f a t e l  ahot does not represent the white 
race any more than the colored man i n  Minneapolis, Minn., who k i l l e d  hks neighbor tepresente  
the Negro race," Pol lard  said. 

He added t h a t  the  at. asphere of r e b e l l i o n  and t he  breakdown in respect for law and 
order cannot be tolerated hepardleea of the co lo r  of the sk in  of those g u i l t y  of auch 
lawlessness. 

"The entire world. regrets t he  b r u t a l  mtrdex of D r .  ~ i n g , "  Pol lard  added. "It i a  a 
dark stain upon our nation, upon Tennessee, and upon Memphis, It is a serious r e f l e c t i o n  
upon our Chr i s t i an  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  that t h i s  could happen is Memphis ." 

Another Bap t i s t  leaden' pointed ou t  that one of four persons i n  Memphis l o  a Southexn 
Baptist, and Baptiat r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is heavy i n  the c i t y  f o r  what has happened. 

Ramscy, i n  a Sunday morning,sermon a t  Second Baptist  Church, said he f e l t  a sense o f  
' k o l l s c  tive g u i l t "  for the murder of King, "even though I am not personally responsible .'I 

Troutman, i n  a Sunday sermon, agreed, saying: "We might blame the gunman, w e  might 
blame t h e  s t r i k i n g  s a n i t a t i o n  workers,we might blame the  mayor--but the  t r u t h  i s  the  blaqe 
is not there  alone, but  on a soc ie ty  t h a t  had t o  c r e a t e  a Martin Luther King i n  the  f i rs t  ' 
place t o  speak aga ins t  in jus t i ce . "  
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Troutman s a i d  t h a t  lCing's dea th  may n o t  be i n  va in  i f  both b lack  and whi te  can r e a l i z e  
that: s o c i e t y  cannot  exist  "wi th  fences thrown up i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  ." He s a i d  every man must 
be given t he  r i g h t  t o  be equal ,  w i t h  j u s t i c e  f o r  everyone. 

In  a sermon a t  First B a p t i s t  Church, R. Paul  C a u d i l l  sa id  t h a t  Baptists must be slow 
t o  exonerate  themselves from g u i l t  i n  t he  s h i f t  toward a  r a c i s t  world. 

"Let u s  ask ourse lves  t h i s  ques t ion :  'TO what extent have I been c r u e l ,  h y p o c r i t i c a l ,  
u n j u s t ,  and inhumane i n  my own personal  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  those of o the r  r aces? '  I f  w e  would 
change t he  c h a r a c t e r  of s o c i e t y ,  then  we must f i r s t  change our own hea r t s , "  he s a i d .  

Following the  march on the mayor's o f f i c e  t h e  day a f t e r  the  a s s a s s i n a t i o n ,  the two 
Southern B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r s  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  were interviewed by Larry Jerden and Bob 0'Brien 
of the  SBC Brotherhood Commission. 

Asked why he p a r t i c i p a t e d  i q  the  march, Troutman r e p l i e d :  "I had j u s t  had i t .  I 
t h ink  something has got  t o  be done. We need t o  dec ide  as Southern B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r s  i f  we 
a r e  going to take a  s tand .  A t  l e a s t  those who are w i l l i n g  t o  put  t he i*  min i s t ry  on the l i n e  
should say t h a t  they a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  take  a s tand .  

"1'm not  t r y i n g  to be a martyr or  a c rusade r ,  t h i s  i s  j u s t  the  hour we l i v e  i n  and I 
j u s t  wanted to do something about i t .  I c a n ' t  h ide  any longer , "  Troutman s a i d .  

Ramsey said  he f e l t  t he  m r c h  "expresses the  deep f e e l i n g  of the  m i n i s t e r s  of t h i s  c i t y  
of a l l  denominations and of a l l  races*concern ing  the  tremendous c r i s i s  i n  which we are 
engaged, I d i d n ' t  come wi th  a l l  t h e  answers, I came t o  express my deep concern. 

He s a i d  one of the c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r s  t o  h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t he  march was t h a t  
t h e  i s s u e  could no t  be resolved un le s s  t h e r e  was a confxonta t ion  wi th  it. 

The 100 m i n i s t e r s  p a r g i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  march pxepared a s tatement  t o  p re sen t  t o  Mayor 
Loeb, stating t h a t  t h e  c r i s i s  was caused by a d a t e r i a r a t i o n  of human r e l a t i o n s ,  by a  lack  
of r e a l  awareness of "the despe ra t e  cixcumstances i n  which many of our fe l low c i t i z e n s  
e x i s t , "  and by the  lack of c l ima te  and pub l i c  w i l l  t o  pu t  i n t o  a c t i o n  the  Golden Rule. 

The s ta tement  a l s o  urged the mayor and C i t y  Council t o  f ind  a s o l u t i o n  t o  the s a n i t a -  
t i o n  workers '  s t r i k e ,  inc luding  union r ecogn i t i on  and dues check-off (automatic deduct ion 
of union dues from pay checks).  

Both Ramsey and Troutman.said they supported the  s ta tement ,  and felt t h a t  although 
dues check-off ,  t h e  b igges t  i s s u e  of t he  s t r i k e ,  was nor o r i g i n a l l y  a moral i s s u e ,  i t  had 
become one, 
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Caud i l l ,  Fite Begin 
4 t h  Year A s  P r i sone r s  

ATLANTA (BP)-,-Southern Bap t i s t  mi s s iona r i e s  Herbert  Caud i l l  and David F i t e  q u i e t l y  
en t e red  t he i r  f o u r t h  year as p r i s o n e r s  of the  Cuban government: on A p r i l  8. 

Arthur  B. Rutledge of t he  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission ~ o a r d  here  asked t h a t  Chr i s t i qns  
i n  the  United s t a t e s  cont inue  t o  pray f o r  t he  two miss ionar ieb ,  who were a r r e s t e d  on A p r i l  4 

8, 1965, along wi th  40 Cuban Bap t i s t  p a s t o r s ,  and even tua l ly  convicted on i l l e g a l  currency 
exchange charges.  

A t  l a s t  r e p o r t ,  C a u d i l l ,  64, remained under house a r r e s t .  He was r e l ea sed  t o  t h e  
custody of h$s Havana home a year  ago t o  seek medical a t t e n t i o n  f o r  a detached r e t i n a .  

An eye eurgeon from the  U. S. was permit ted t o  e n t e r  the country and p ~ r f o r m  an 
ope ra t ion  on-Caudi l l .  Recovery apparent ly  has gone we l l .  

F i t e ,  35, ~ a u d i l l ' s  son-in-law, apparent ly  i s  s t i l l  i n  p r i son  bu t  working outdoors 
and remaining i n  good h e a l t h ,  

~ a u d i l l , * w h o  had been a missionary i n  Cuba f o r  35 y e a r s ,  was sentenced t o  10 yea r s  
i n  p r i son .  F i t e ,  who had been teaching a t  t h e  Bap t i s t  Theological  I n s t i t u t e  i n  Havana, 
was sentenced t o  . s ix  yea r s .  

Mrs. Caudi l l ' and   avid's wife Margaret and t he i r  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  remain i n  Cuba. 
They a r e  allowed r e g u l a r l y  scheduled visits t o  t h e i r  husbands. 



~ ~ ; i l  8, 1968 -3- B a p t i s t  P re s s  

Prgs ident  Leads C a p i t a l  
I n  Mourning King1 s Death 

WASHINGTON (BP)--The P res iden t  of the United S t a t e s  was among the  4,000 mourners 
crowded i n t o  the  o rna t e  Washington Cathedral  here  t o  honor s l a i n  c i v i l  r i g h t s  leader  
Martin r,uther King Jr. 

Less than a  week be fo re  h i s  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  i n  Memphis, the  noted B a p t i s t  c i v i l  r i g h t s  
worker and winner of the  Nobel peace p r i z e  had preached i n  the  Washington Cathedra l ,  
deplor ing  racism, poverty and v io lence .  

With P res iden t  Johnson a t  t he  noonday memorial s e r v i c e  were Vice P res iden t  Hubert H. 
Humphrey, the c a p i t a l ' s  Negro Mayor Walter E. Washington, l eade r s  of Congress, and two 
members of t he  Supreme Court ,  Severa l  c i v i l  r i g h t s  l eade r s  who had been i n  conference 
a t  thc White House e a r l i e r  i n  the day s a t  o n , t h e  same pew wi th  t h e  P re s iden t .  

The rest  of t he  congregat ion was l a r g e l y  a middle-class  group of black and whi te  
persons ,  young and old---but e s p e c i a l l y  young white  teenagers  and col lege-age youth. 

The simple s e r v i c e  cons i s t ed  of music, s c r i p t u r e  and prayers .  A Bap t i s t  m i n i s t e r ,  
IJal tex E. Fauntroy, pas to r  UE t h e  New Bethel Bap t i s t  Church, l ed  the  prayer .  Fauntroy, 
a c l o s e  f r i e n d  of King's, is  v i c e  chairman of t he  C i ty  Council i n  Washington. 

A t  the  conclusion of t he  s e r v i c e ,  mourners f i l e d  out  of the  Cathedra l  s ing ing  softly 
the song t h a t  has become the  theme of t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  movement, "We s h a l l  overcome ... black 
and white  together , . .we s h a l l  overcome." 

Af te r  a t t end ing  the  m n o r i a l  s e r v i c e ,  P re s iden t  Johnson went on nationwide t e l e v i s i o n ,  
saying:  "The heart of America i s  hea'vy; the  s p i r i t  of America weeps; f o r  t ragedy denies , 

the  very meaning of our land ... t he  l i f e  of a man who symbolized t h e  freedom and f a i t h  of 
America has been taken-.f' 

The president s a i d  he be l ieved  deeply t h a t  "the dream of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr . ,  
has  n o t  d i ed  wi th  him. 

"Men who a r e  whi te ,  men who a r e  b lack ,  must and w i l l  now j o i n  toge ther  as never i n  the 
p a s t  t o  1e.t a l l  the forces of d iv i s iveness  know t h a t  America s h a l l  not be ru l ed  by the 
b u l l e t ,  bu t  only by the  b a l l o t  of f r e e  and j u s t  men," he sa id .  

He c a l l e d  on l eade r s  of Congress, p o l i t i c a l  l eade r s  i n  the  s t a t e s ,  and l eade r sh ip  i n  
churches,  homes and schools  t o  "move wi th  urgency, w i th  r e so lve  and with new energy. . . to  
complete the  work t h a t  has n o t  y e t  been done . . . un t i l  we do overcome." 

When Martin Luther King preached a t  t h e  Washington Cathedra l  on Sunday morning before  
h i s  dea th  on Thursday evenipg, he was introduced t o  t he  congregat ion by Dean F ranc i s  8 .  
Sayre a s  a man who "has been the  conscience of our people." 

King, who was trying t o  bu i ld  suppor t  f o r  h i s  Poor people ' s  campaign scheduled fox t he  
l a s t  of A p r i l  i n  Washington, preached on the  t r i p l e  cha l lenge  t o  America of racism, poverty 
and v io l ence .  

-, 

The United S t a t e s  i s  spending $50,000 t o  k i l l  one Vietcong s o l d i e r  i n  Vietnam whi le  it 
i s  spending only $53 f o r  every poor person i n  t h i s  count ry ,  he t o l d  the congregat ion.  

The demonstrations - planned f o r  t he  na t ion ' s  c a p i t a l  are  necessary ,  King s a i d ,  " to 
dramatize t h e  cond i t i ons  of t h e  poor ." 

"The n a t i o n  doesn ' t  move u n t i l  i t  is  confronted massively and d rama t i ca l ly , "  the 
Bap t i s t  a p o s t l e  of non-violerice s a i d .  

B a p t i s t s  I n  Nation 's  
C a p i t a l  Aid Refugees 3. fd 

127ASHINGTON (BP)--Fires raged w i t h i n  two blocks of t he  Bap t i s t  Building t h a t  houses the  
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Bap t i s t  Convention and t h e  B a p t i s t  World All iance dur ing  t h e  recent  
r i o t i n g  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  c a p i t a l  fol lowing the  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  of Martin Luther King Jr. 

\ 

S t a r e  windows were smashed by l o o t e r s  w i t h i n  a  b lock ,  bu t  no damage was done t o  the  
B a p t i s t  Building or  t o  churches i n  t he  c i t y .  1 

Across t he  c i t y  where the  o f f i c e s  of the  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on Publ ic  Af fa i r s  a r e  
l oca t ed  two blocks from t h e  U. S. Cap i to l ,  smoke from the  inner  city engulfed Cap i to l  H i l l .  
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On the  Fr iday  af te rnoon fol lowing the  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  as  the c i t y  began t o  burn and a s  
widespread l o o t i n g  r an  xampant, most government o f f i c e s  as well  as  chose &f the  Bap t i s t  
Building and the  Bap t i s t  J o i n t  Committee c losed  two hours e a r l y .  T r a f f i c  jammed t h e  s t r e e t s  
almost t o  a s t a n d s t i l l .  

The curfew imposed on the  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia c losed  churches on Sunday n i g h t  and 
caused a meeting of the Executive Board of t he  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Bap t i s t  Convention t o  
be postponed a week. 

During the  c r i s i s  t h e  p o l i c e  and pub l i c  o f f i c i a l s  appealed t o  people t o  g e t  o f f  t he  
s t r e e t s  and s t a y  away from t h e  inner  c i ty ' .  I n  s p i t e  of the  warnings, however, t h e  s t r e e t s  
were jammed wi th  s i g h t s e e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  by l o o t e r s .  

The churches of the  c i t y  responded t o  the  c r i s i s  immediately, Already p lans  were : in  
the making by the churches t o  h lep  c a r e  f o r  t he  thousands expected l a t e r  i n  A p r i l  i n  
Martin Luther ~ i n ~ ' s  "Poor ~ e o ~ l e ' s  Campaign." 

Churches were opened f o r  re fugees  from t h e i r  burning homes and a s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n t e r s  
f o r  food, c l o t h i n g  and medical supp l i e s .  

The National  Bap t i s t  Memorial Church and the  Calvary B a p t i s t  Church were i n  t h e  h e a r t  
of the  r iot- town a r e a s .  Nat ional  Church i n  cooperat ion wi th  a Methodist ,  P re sby te r i an  
and Un i t a r i an  Church a l ready  were engaged i n  a p r o j e c t  t o  min i s t e r  t o  s p i r i t u a l  and phys i ca l  
needs i n  the  inner  c i t y .  

This  p r o j e c t  focused i t s - a c t i v i t y  a t  t he  Calvary Methodist Church, which served a s  a 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n t e r .  Members-of t h e  Nat ional  B a p t i s t  manned the  ope ra t ion ,  a long wi th  he lp  
from o t h e r s .  

The Calvary B a p t i s t  Church h a s  a r egu la r  day c e n t e r  i n  ope ra t ion  f o r  i t s  immediate 
community. This  church d i s t r i b u t e d  food and c l o t h i n g  t o  f a m i l i e s  i n  connect ion wi th  i t s  
c e n t e r .  

Although there was no s e p a r a t e  organized B a p t i s t  e f f o r t  t o  g ive  r e l i e f  t o  t h e  d i s t r e s s e d ,  
most B a p t i s t  congregat ions and many ind iv idua l  members joined i n  community and ecumenical 
p r o j e c t s  by providing food, c l o t h i n g ,  money and manpower. 

SBC Business O f f i c e r s  
E l e c t  Pegues, P r a i s e  King 

DALLAS (BP)--R. Leigh Pegues, bus iness  manager of Judson College,.Marion, Ala., has 
been e l e c t e d  chairman of the  Conference of Southern B a p t i s t  Business O f f i c e r s  meeting a t  
t he  SBC Annuity Board o f f i c e s  here .  

The bus iness  o f f i c e r s ,  r ep re sen t ing  Southern B a p t i s t s  and s t a t e  convention agencies  
and i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a l s o  e l e c t e d  t h r e e  v i c e  chairmen and passed a r e s o l u t i o n  on the  
a s s a s s i n a t i o n  of Martin Luther K ing . J r .  

E lec ted  v i c e  chairmen were: Frank C. Richardson, comptro l le r  of F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  
Convention, J acksonv i l l e ,  Fla. ; ~ames '  ,Gregg , super in tendent  of Tennessee B a p t i s t  c h i l d r e n ' s  
Home, Inc . ,  Nashvi l le ;  and C a r r o l l  0. IJeaver, admin i s t r a to r  of Noxth Carol ina Bap t i s t  
Homes, I n c . ,  Winston-Salem. Mrs. Rose Roberts ,  s e c r e t a r y  a t  t h e  Annuity Board, cont inues  
s e rv ing  a s  s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r .  

The r e s o l u t i o n  on King read:  

" ~ e  i t  resolved t h a t  the sixth annual Conference of Southern B a p t i s t  Business O f f i c e r s  
meeting i n  Da l l a s ,  Texas, A p r i l  4-5, express  our shock and dismay a t  the t r a g i c  and untimely 
dea th  of D r .  Martin Luther King. We abhor t h i s  a c t  of v io l ence  and pray fo r  peace and good 
w i l l  and understanding,  and t h a t  somehow out  of t h i s  unnecessary and t rag ic  l o s s  those 
p r i n c i p l e s  of freedom and j u s t i c e  whi,ch D r .  King espoused may p r e v a i l .  

"Be i t  f u r t h e r  reso lved  t h a t  we express  t o  Mrs. King and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  our s i n c e r e  
sympathy i n  their personal  grief  and loss, and t h e  hope t h a t  they may be comforted i n  the  
memory of t h e i r  loved one and i n  t he  hope t h a t  we a l l  toge ther  have i n  Jesus  Chr is t . "  

The canference voted t o  r e t u r n  t o  Dal las  i n  1969, when the  Annuity Board w i l l  aga in  be 
hos t .  
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King Death Spurs Memphis 
Pastors To Action, Sermons 

MEMPHIS (BP)--The death of Idartin Luther King Jr, here  has prompted several Southern 
Baptist minis t e r s  t o  strong words from the p u l p i t ,  and st least two t o  march on Ci ty  Hall 
i n  sympathy fo r  King and the  s t r i k i n g  s a n i t a t i o n  workers. 

There was no way t o  determine how many of the estimated 10,000 t o  15,000 people who 
part ic ipated i n  the  memorial march on Monday, Apr i l  8, were Southern Baptiste. 

A t  l e a s t  two Southern Bap t i s t  minis ters  joined i n  a march on the  of f ice  of Memphis 
Mayor Henry Loeb on Friday,  the  day a f t e r  ~ i n g ' s  a s sass ina t ion .  

Brooks Ramsey, pastor of Second Bapt is t  Church i n  Memphis, aa id  t h a t  he and Bob 
Troutman, pas tor  of Prescott: Memorial Bapt is t  Church here ,  were the only Southern Bapt is t  
minis t e r s  who took part i n  that march as f a t  as he knew. 

Troutman l a t e r  said he was dis turbed by the s i l e n c e  of the  white Bapt is t  leadership 
following ~ing's assasriination. "I have waited t o  hear from men I have respected and lwed, 
but  I have not heard a voice," Troutman sa id .  

He added t h a t  one pas to r  had called him and s a i d  a group of h i s  church members had 
come t o  him and asked him not  t o  mention one th ing about the r a c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t he  c i t y ,  
or e l s e  t o  res ign .  "How t r a g i c  ," Troutman sa id .  "How tragic .'I 

Not a l l  of the  Southern Baptist  p u l p i t s  i n  Memphis, however, were s i lent .  Severa l  
prominent Baptist  min i s t e r s  here had strong words concerning t h e  King assassination. 

"The death of D r .  Martin Luther King has brought shame and conaternat ion t o  a l l  of 
us,"  said Ramsey Pol lard ,  pas tor  of Bellevus Baptist  Church and former president of the 
Southern Bapt i s t  Convention. 

'%emphis has long been noted as a c i t y  of good abode fox men o f  a l l  races  ,'I Pollard 
said.  "In recent  days t h a t  p i c t u r e  has been rudely sha t t e red , "  

Pollard s t rong ly  condemned racism i n  h ia  Sunday morning sermon, but  added that both 
white and Negro c i t i z e n s  must share the  blame. "Racism i a  a two-way street," he said. 
"This ugly r e a l i t y  i s  not the  s o l e  possession of e i t h e r  race. It i r  a conmKIn curse .  

"Let us  remember t h a t  the man who f i r ed  t h a t  f a t a l  sho t  does not  xepreoent the whi te  
race any more than the  colored man i n  Minneapolis, Minn., who k i l l e d  h i s  neighbor represents 
t he  Negro race," Pollard sa id .  

He  added that  the  atmosphere of r e b e l l i o n  and the  breakdown i n  respect f o r  law and 
order cannot be to le ra ted  regardless  of t h e  co lo r  of the sk in  of those g u i l t y  of such 
lawlessness. 

"The e n t i r e  world regrets t h e  brutal murder of Dr. King," Pol lard  added, "It i s  a 
dark s t a i n  upon our na t ion ,  upon Tennessee, and upon Memphis. Xt i a  a serious r e f l e c t i o n  
upon our Chr i s t i an  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  that t h i s  could happen i n  Memphis," 

Another Bapt is t  leader pointed out  t h a t  one of four persons i n  Edemphi8 is  a Southern 
Bapt is t ,  and Bapt is t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is heavy i n  the  c i t y  for what has happened. 

Ramsey, i n  a Sunday morning sermon a t  Second Bapt is t  Church, s a i d  he f e l t  a sense of 
"col lec t ive  g u i l t "  f o r  the murder of King, "even though I am not  personally responsible." 

Troutman, i n  a Sunday sermon, agreed, raying: "We might blame the  gunman, we might 
blame the  striking s a n i t a t i o n  workers, we might blame the  mayor--but t h  t r u t h  i s  the  blame 
is  not  there alone, bur an a society t h a t  had t o  c r e a t e  a Martin Luther King i n  the f i r s t '  
place t o  speak against i n j u s t i c e . "  
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Troutman s a i d  t h a t  ~ i n g ' s  dea th  may n o t  be i n  va in  i f  both black and whi te  can r e a l i z e  
t h a t  s o c i e t y  cannot e x i s t  ' 'with fences  thrown up i n  a l l  d i r ec t ions . "  He s a i d  every man must 
be given the  r i g h t  t o  be equal ,  with j u s t i c e  f o r  everyone. 

I n  a  sermon a t  F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church, R.  Paul Caud i l l  s a i d  t h a t  Bap t i s t s  must be slow 
t o  exonerate  themselves from g u i l t  i n  the  s h i f t  toward a racist  world. 

"Let u s  a sk  ourse lves  t h i s  ques t ion :  'TO what e x t e n t  have I been c r u e l ,  h y p o c r i t i c a l ,  
u n j u s t ,  and inhumane i n  my own personal  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  those of o the r  r aces? '  I f  we would 
change the  cha rac t e r  of s o c i e t y ,  then  we must f i r s t  change our own h e a r t s , "  h e  s a i d .  

Following the  march on the  mayor's o f f i c e  t he  day a f t e r  t he  a s s a s s i n a t i o n ,  the two 
Southern B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r s  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  were interviewed by Larry Jerden and Bob O'Brien 
of the  SBC Brotherhood Commission. 

Asked why he p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the  march, Troutman r e p l i e d :  "I had j u s t  had i t .  I 
th ink  something has got t o  be done. We need t o  dec ide  a s  Southern B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r s  i f  we 
are going t o  take a s tand .  A t  l e a s t  those who a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  put  theik min i s t ry  on t h e  l i n e  
should say t h a t  they a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  take  a s t and .  

" ~ ' m  no t  t r y i n g  t o  be a martyr o r  a c rusade r ,  t h i s  i s  j u s t  t he  hour we l i v e  i n  and I 
j u s t  wanted t o  do something about i t .  I c a n ' t  h ide  any longer ,"  Troutman sa id .  

Ramsey s a i d  he f e l t  t he  march "expresses the  deep f e e l i n g  of the  m i n i s t e r s  of t h i s  c i t y  
of a l l  denominations and of a l l  r a c e s  concerning the  tremendous c r i s i s  i n  which we a r e  
engaged, I d i d n ' t  come wi th  a l l  t h e  answers,  I came t o  express  my deep concern. 

He s a i d  one of the c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r s  t o  h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t he  march was t h a t  
t he  i s s u e  could no t  be reso lved  un le s s  t he re  was a con f ron ta t ion  wi th  i t .  

The 100 m i n i s t e r s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t he  march prepared a s tatement  t o  p re sen t  t o  Mayor 
Loeb, s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  c r i s i s  was caused by a d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of human r e l a t i o n s ,  by a lack  
of r e a l  awareness of "the despe ra t e  circumstances i n  which many of our fe l low c i t i z e n s  
e x i s t , "  and by the  lack of c l ima te  and publ ic  w i l l  t o  p u t  i n t o  a c t i o n  the  Golden Rule. 

The s ta tement  also urged the mayor and C i t y  Council t o  f i n d  a  s o l u t i o n  t o  the  s a n i t a -  
t i o n  workers '  s t r i k e ,  inc luding  union r ecogn i t i on  and dues check-of f  (automatic deduct ion 
of union dues from pay checks).  

Both Rarnsey and Troutrnan said they supported t h e  s ta tement ,  and f e l t  t h a t  although 
dues check-off ,  t h e  b igges t  i s s u e  of t he  s t r i k e ,  was n o t  o r i g i n a l l y  a moral i s s u e ,  i t  had 
become one. 

Caud i l l ,  F i t e  Begin 
4 t h  Year A s  Pr i soners  

ATSANE4 (BP)--Southern Bap t i s t  mi s s iona r i e s  Herbert  Caud i l l  and David F i t e  q u i e t l y  
en t e red  t h e i r  f o u r t h  year  a s  p r i s o n e r s  of t he  Cuban government on A p r i l  8. 

Arthur  B. Rutledge of t he  Southern Bap t i s t  Home Mission ~ o a r d  here  asked t h a t  Chr is t ians  
i n  t he  United S t a t e s  cont inue  t o  pray fo r  the  two miss ionar iek ,  who were a r r e s t e d  on A p r i l '  
8, 1965, along wi th  40 Cuban Bap t i s t  p a s t o r s ,  and even tua l ly  convicted on i l l e g a l  currency 
exchange charges ,  

A t  l a s t  r e p o r t ,  Caud i l l ,  64, remained under house a r r e s t .  He was r e l ea sed  t o  t h e  
custody of his Havana home a year  ago t o  seek medical a t t e n t i o n  f o r  a detached r e t i n a .  

An eye surgeon from the  U. S. was permi t ted  t o  e n t e r  the  country and perform an 
ope ra t ion  on Caud i l l .  Recovery apparent ly  has gone we l l .  

F i t e ,  35, ~ a u d i l l ' s  son-in-law, apparent ly  is  s t i l l  i n  p r i s o n  bu t  working outdoors  
and remaining in good hea l th .  

Caud i l l ,  who had been a missionary i n  Cuba f o r  35 yea r s ,  was sentenced t o  10 yea r s  
i n  p r i son .  F i t e ,  who had been teaching a t  t h e  Bap t i s t  Theological  I n s t i t u t e  i n  Havana, 
was sentenced t o  s i x  yea r s .  

Mrs. Caud i l l  and   avid's wi fe  Margaret and t h e i r  t h ree  c h i l d r e n  remain i n  Cuba. 
They a r e  allowed r e g u l a r l y  scheduled v ' i s i t s - t o  their husbands. 
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P re s iden t  Leads C a p i t a l  
I n  Mourning ~ i n g ' s  Death 

WASHINGTON (BP)--The P res iden t  of the United S t a t e s  was among the  4,000 mourners 
crowded i n t o  the  o rna t e  Washington Cathedral  here  t o  honor s l a i n  c i v i l  r i g h t s  leader  
Martin Tather King Jw. 

Less than a week before  h i s  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  i n  Memphis, t he  noted B a p t i s t  c i v i l  r i g h t s  
workex and winner of t he  Nobel peace p r i z e  had preached i n  the  Washington Cathedra l ,  
deplor ing  racism, poverty and v io lence .  

With P res iden t  Johnson a t  t h e  noonday memorial s e r v i c e  were V i c e  Pres iden t  Hubert H. 
Humphrey, the c a p i t a l ' s  Negro Mayor Walter E. Washington, l eade r s  of Congress, and two 
members of the  Supreme Court.  Severa l  c i v i l  r i g h t s  l eade r s  who had been i n  conference 
a t  t h c  White House e a r l i e r  i n  the day s a t  on the  same pew wi th  t h e  Pres ident .  

The r e s t  of t he  congregat ion was l a r g e l y  a  middle-class  group of black and wh i t e  
persons,  young and old---but e s p e c i a l l y  young whi te  teenagers  and col lege-age youth. 

The simple s e r v i c e  cons i s t ed  of music, s c r i p t u r e  and prayers .  A Bap t i s t  m i n i s t e r ,  
Walter E. Fauntroy, pas to r  d t he  New Bethel Bap t i s t  Church, l ed  the prayer .  Fauntroy, 
a c l o s e  f r i e n d  of ~ i n g ' s ,  is  v i c e  chairman of the  City Council i n  Washington. 

A t  the conclusion of t he  s e r v i c e ,  mourners f i l e d  out  of t he  Cathedra l  s ing ing  s o f t l y  
the  song that: has become the  theme of t h e  c i v i l  rights movement, 'We s h a l l  overcome ... black 
and white  toge ther  ... we s h a l l  overcome." 

Af te r  a t t end ing  the  mcnorial s e r v i c e ,  P re s iden t  Johnson went on nationwide t e l e v i s i o n ,  
saying: "The h e a r t  of America i s  heavy; the  s p i r i t  of America weeps; fox tragedy denies 
the  very meaning of our land ... t h e  l i f e  of a man who symbolized t h e  freedom and f a i t h  of 
America has been taken. 'I 

The p re s iden t  s a i d  he be l ieved  deeply t h a t  "the dream of D r .  Martin Luther King Jr. ,  
has no t  d i ed  wi th  him. 

"Men who a r e  wh i t e ,  men who are  b lack ,  must and w i l l  now j o i n  togethex as never i n  t h e  
p a s t  t o  l e t  a l l  t h e  fo rces  of d iv i s iveness  know t h a t  America s h a l l  no t  be ru led  by the  
b u l l e t ,  bu t  only by the b a l l o t  of f r e e  and just men," he s a i d .  

He c a l l e d  on l eade r s  of Congress, p o l i t i c a l  l eade r s  i n  the  s t a t e s ,  and leadership  i n  
churches,  homes and schools  t o  "move wi th  urgency, w i th  r e so lve  and with new energy.. . to 
complete the  work t h a t  has n o t  y e t  been done ... u n t i l  we do overcome.'' 

When Martin Luther King preached a t  t he  Washington Cathedra l  on Sunday morning before  
h i s  dea th  on Thursday evening, he was introduced t o  t h e  congregat ion by Dean F ranc i s  B. 
Sayre a s  a  man who "has been t h e  conscience of oux people." 

King, who was t r y i n g  t o  bu i ld  support  f o r  h i s  Poor ~ e o p l e ' s  campaign scheduled f a r  the 
l a s t  of A p r i l  i n  Washington, preached on the  t r i p l e  cha l lenge  t o  America of racism, pove r ty -  
and v io lence .  

The United S t a t e s  is spending $50,000 t o  k i l l  one Vietcong s o l d i e r  i n  Vietnamwhile  it 
i s  spending only $53 f o r  every poor person i n  t h i s  count ry ,  he t o l d  the  congregat ion.  

The demonstrations planned f o r  t he  n a t i o n ' s  c a p i t a l  a r e  necessary ,  King s a i d ,  " to  
dramatize t h e  condi t ions  of t he  poor." 

"The n a t i o n  doesn ' t  move u n t i l  i t  is  confronted massively and d rama t i ca l ly , "  the  
B a p t i s t  a p o s t l e  of non-violence s a i d .  

B a p t i s t s  In   ati ion's 
C a p i t a l  Aid Refugees 

WASHINGTON (BP)--Fires raged w i t h i n  two blocks of the  Bap t i s t  Building t h a t  houses the 
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Bap t i s t  Convention and the  Bap t i s t  World Al l i ance  dur ing  t h e  r e c e n t  
r i o t i n g  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  c a p i t a l  fol lowing the  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  of Martin Luther King Jr. 

S to re  windows were smashed by l o o t e r s  w i t h i n  a b lock ,  bu t  no damage was done t o  the  
Bap t i s t  Building o r  t o  churches i n  t he  c i t y .  

Across t he  c i t y  where the o f f i c e s  of t he  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on Publ ic  Af fa i r s  a re  
located two blocks from the  U. S. C a p i t o l ,  smoke from the  inner  c i t y  engulfed Cap i to l  H i l l .  
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On the Fr iday  af te rnoon fo l lowingbth@ a s s a s s i n a t i o n  as  the c i t y  began t o  burn and as  
widespread l o o t i n g  r a n  rampant, most government o f f i c e s  as  w e l l  a s  those of t h e  Bapt is t  
Building and the  Bap t i s t  J o i n t  Committee c losed  two hours e a r l y .  T r a f f i c  jammed t h e  s t r e e t s  
almost t o  a s t a n d s t i l l .  

The curfew imposed on the  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia c losed  churches on Sunday n i g h t  and 
caused a meeting of the  Executive Board of the  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Bap t i s t  Convention t o  
be postponed a week. 

During t h e  c r i s i s  t h e  police and pub l i c  o f f i c i a l s  appealed t o  people t o  g e t  off the 
s t r e e t s  and s t a y  away from t h e  inner  c i t y .  I n  s p i t e  of the  warnings, however, t h e  s t r e e t s  
were jammed wi th  s i g h t s e e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  by l o o t e r s ,  

The churches of the  c i t y  responded t o  the c r i s i s  immediately. Already p lans  were : in  
the making by the  churches t o  h lep  c a r e  f o r  t h e  thousands expected l a t e r  i n  A p r i l  i n  
Martin Luther ~ i n g ' s  "Poor People 's  Campaign." 

Churches were opened f o r  re fugees  from t h e i r  burning homes and a s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n t e r s  
f o r  food, c l o t h i n g  and medical supp l i e s .  

The National  Bap t i s t  Memorial Church and t h e  Calvary B a p t i s t  Church were i n  t h e  h e a r t  
of t he  r i o t - t o r n  a reas .  Nat ional  Church i n  cooperat ion wi th  a Methodist ,  Presbytexian 
and Un i t a r i an  Church a l ready  were engaged i n  a p r o j e c t  t o  min i s t e r  t o  s p i r i t u a l  and phys i ca l  
needs i n  the inner  c i t y .  

This  p r o j e c t  focused i t s  a c t i v i t y  a t  t he  Calvary Methodist Church, which served a s  a 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n t e r .  Members of t he  National  Bap t i s t  manned the  ope ra t ion ,  a long wi th  he lp  
from o t h e r s .  

The Calvary B a p t i s t  Church has a r egu la r  day c e n t e r  i n  ope ra t ion  f o r  i t s  immediate 
community. This  church d i s t r i b u t e d  food and c l o t h i n g  t o  f a m i l i e s  i n  connect ion wi th  i t s  
c e n t e r .  

Although t h e r e  was no s e p a r a t e  organized B a p t i s t  e f f o x t  t o  g ive  r e l i e f  t o  t h e  distressed, 
most B a p t i s t  congregations and many ind iv idua l  members joined i n  community and ecumenical 
p r o j e c t s  by provid ing  food, clothing, money and manpower. 

SBC Business O f f i c e r s  
E l e c t  Pegues, Praise King 

DALLAS (BP)--R. Leigh Pegues, bus iness  manager of Judson College,  Marion, Ala., has 
been e l e c t e d  chairman of the Conference of Southern Bap t i s t  Business O f f i c e r s  meeting a t  
the SBC Annuity Board o f f i c e s  here.  

The bus iness  o f f i c e r s ,  r ep re sen t ing  Southern B a p t i s t s  and s t a t e  convention agencies  
and i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a l s o  e l e c t e d  t h r e e  v i c e  chairmen and passed a r e s o l u t i o n  on the  
a s s a s s i n a t i o n  of Martin Luther King Jr. 

Elec ted  Vice chairmen were: Frank C.  Richardson, comptrol ler  of F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  
Convention, J acksonv i l l e ,  F l a . ;  James Gregg, super in tendent  of Tennessee B a p t i s t  c h i l d r e n ' s  
Home, Inc . ,  Nashvi l le ;  and C a r r o l l  0 .  Weaver, admin i s t r a to r  of North Carol ina B a p t i s t  
Homes, Inc . ,  Xinston-Salem. Mrs. Rose Roberts ,  s e c r e t a r y  a t  t h e  Annuity Board, cont inues  
s e rv ing  a s  s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r ,  

The r e s o l u t i o n  on King read:  

"Be i t  resolved t h a t  the  s i x t h  annual Conference of Southern Bap t i s t  Business O f f i c e r s  
meeting i n  Da l l a s ,  Texas, A p r i l  4-5, express  our shock and dismay a t  t h e  t r a g i c  and untimely 
dea th  of D r .  Martin Luther King. lh?e abhor t h i s  a c t  of v io l ence  and pray f o r  peace and goad 
w i l l  and understanding,  and t h a t  somehow out  of t h i s  unnecessary and t r a g i c  l o s s  those 
p r i n c i p l e s  of freedom and j u s t i c e  which Dr. King espoused may p r e v a i l .  

" ~ e  it: f u r t h e r  resolved t h a t  we express  t o  Mrs. King and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  our s i n c e r e  
sympathy i n  t h e i r  personal  grief and loss, and the  hope t h a t  they may be comforted i n  the 
memory of t h e i r  loved one and i n  t h e  hope t h a t  we a l l  toge ther  have i n  Jesus  Chr is t . "  

The conference voted t o  r e t u r n  t o  Dal las  i n  1969, when the  Annuity Board w i l l  aga in  be 
hos t  . 
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