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June 2 ,  1967 

SBC Adopts F ive  Resolu t ions ,  
One Seeks Just Vietnam Peace 

By Dal las  Lee 

MIAMI  BEACH (BPl - -~he  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention took a s tand  h e r e  f o r  peace, 
planned parenthood, t h e  B ib l e  and chu rch - s t a t e  s epa ra t i on ,  adopt ing  f i v e  r e s o l u t i o n s  on 
t h e s e  s u b j e c t s .  

Only t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  an peace drew oppos i t i on ,  and t h a t  because some s a i d  i t  wasn't 
f o r c e f u l  enough. 

The t h r ee -pa r t  r e s o l u t i o n  encouraged a search of  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  f o r  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  
s e t  f o r t h  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  God and country;  pledged support  t o  govern- 
ment o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e i r  search f o r  wise  p o l i c i e s  and "a j u s t  peace;" and pledged prayer  
support  " t o  men engaged i n  r e s t r i c t i v e  measures a g a i n s t  d e s t r u c t i v e  f o r c e s  of invasion. ' '  

Rufus Spsaberry of Mineral Wells, Texas, who o f f e r e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  i n  an ear l ie r  
s e s s ion  openly suppor t ing  U.S. soldiers i n  Vietnam, t r i e d  t o  amend t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  wi th  3 
s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Vietnam. 

"I have no q u a r r e l -  wi th  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n ,  bu t  i t  does n o t  go f a r  enough," h e  s a i d .  
"We need t o  t a k e  a strong and f i rm s tand  on beha l f  of our men i n  t h i s  1 0 c a t i o n . ~ '  

H i s  mendnent ,  worded e x a c t l y  l i ke  his e a r l i e r  r e s o l u t i o n , l o s t .  
Ray 0. Jones of Knoxvil le ,  Tenn., who e a r l i e r  o f f e r ed  a r e s o l u t i o n  s i m i l a r  t o  

S p r a b e r r y l s ,  protected t h e  s e c t i o n  of t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  " r e s t r i c t i v e  measures" 
might imply t h a t  the U.S. was  engaged i n  a "no win pol icy"  i n  Vietnam. 

But t h e  messengers i n d i c a t e d  they l i k e d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  a s  s t a t e d .  

Another messenger sought t o  deba te  a po r t i on  of t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  r epor t  of t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Cormnission dea l ing  w i t h  peace bu t  he could g e t  no s o l i d  suppor t .  H i s  motion 
t o  d e l e t e  t h e  commission's r e p o r t  from t h e  convent ion ' s  minutes  was t a b l e d .  

I n  o the r  a c t i o n  t h e  messengers commended " j u d i c i o u s  u s e  of medical ly  approved 
rnebds of planned parenthood t o  t hose  marr ied couples  who desire i t  and t h e  d i ssemina t ion  
ok planned parenthood informat ion .  I' 

The s tand  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention had adopted a r e so lu -  
t i o n  on b i r t h  c o n t r o l  and planned parenthood. 

The r e c u r r i n g  church-s ta te  theme was covered i n  a r e s o l u t i o n  approved unanimously. 
It reaf f i rmed a s ta tement  passed by t h e  1963 Southern B a p t i s t  Convention and urged t h e  U.S. 
Congress t o  enac t  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  he lp  c l a r i f y  the j u d i c i a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  i n t e r p r e t  
the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p rov i s ions  f o r  s epa ra t i on  of church and s t a t e ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t hose  dcal-  
i ng  wi th  f e d e r a l  funds i n  church-sponsored programs. 

"We remind a l l  who c a l l  themselves B a p t i s t s ,  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  c a r e f u l l y  t h e  s e r v i c e s  
t h a t  a r e  p u b l i c a l l y  supported from t h e  C h r i s t i a n  m i n i s t r i e s  t h a t  should be  supported 
exc lus ive ly  by t h e  churches and hold t o  programs t h a t  a r e  c l e a r l y  committed t o  C h r i s t  and 
H i s  kingdom," the  r e s o l u t i o n  s t a t e d .  

Two o the r  r e s o l u t i o n s  were passed without  ques t i on ,  one express ing  app rec i a t i on  t o  
the  host c i t y  and another  recogniz ing  t h e  importance of t h e  American Bib le  S o c i e t y ' s  
a c t i v i t i e s  of t r a n s l a t i n g  and d i s t r i b u t i n g  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  

In  a misce l laneous  bus ines s  s e s s ion  fo l l owing  a c t i o n  on t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  Jimmy 
Stroud of Knoxvil le ,  Tenn., sought t o  p re sen t  a motion on r a c e ,  b u t  P re s iden t  Paschal1 
r u l e d  h i s  proposal  was out  of o rde r .  
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Stroud wanted t h e  Convention t o  recormend t o  i t s  churches "an open door pol icy  t o  
a l l  r a c i a l  groups who wish t o  a t t e n d  f o r  t h e  purposes of worship and B ib le  s tudy;  t h a t  when- 
ever  a genuine C h r i s t i a n  who i s  s c r i p t u r a l l y  qualified a p p l i e s  f o r  church membership t h a t  
he b e  accepted r e g a r d l e s s  of h i s  r a c e  o r  c o l o r ;  and t h a t  t h e  Convention recognize  t h a t  each 
local church i s  f r e e  t o  accep t  or  r e j e c t  t h i s  reconmend~t:ion~" 

Pres ident  Frankl in  Pascha l l  pointed out  no new bus iness  can be  brought up on t h e  
l as t  day of t h e  convention and t h e  messengers sus t a ined  h i s  r u l i n g .  

The messengers a l s o  approved motions t o  make t h e  t ime of t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  address  
a f i x e d  item i n  t h e  order  of program, t o  i n s t r u c t  t h e  committee on c rde r  of bus iness  t o  
psk agencies  and c o m i s a i o n s  t o  l eave  one t h i r d  of t h e i r  t i n e  f o r  d i scuss ion  i n  t h e  pre- 
s e n t a t i o n  of t h e i r  r e p o r t s ,  and t o  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  t o  publ i sh  t he  preceedings of 
t h e  convention as the o f f i c i a l  record. 

B a p t i s t  P re s iden t s  Urge 
Wore Mutual Coclperation 61 2/67 

M I A M I  BEACH (BPl- -~he  p r e s i d e n t s  of t h r e e  nation-wide Bap t i s t  conventions c a l l e d  
f o r  mutual cooperat ion between their d e n k i n i t i o n s  and other evangelicals, saying it i s  
no t  only p o s s i b l e  bu t  e s s e n t i a l .  

However, the l e a d e r s  made i t  c l e a r  they weren ' t  advocat ing organic  union between 
B a p t i s t s  and o t h e r s ,  

Asked i n  a press conference a t  Convention Hall h e r e  i f  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  for B a p t i s t s  
t o  cooperate wi th  o the r  evange l i ca l s ,  L. D.  MacBain of Phoenix, Ariz . ,  p r e s iden t  of the 
American B a p t i s t  Convention, s a id :  "I th ink  i t  i s  n o t  only poss ib l e ,  bu t  it i s  a b s o l u t e l y  
e s s e n t i a l  for evange l i ca l s  t o  cooperate." 

H.  Frankl in  Pascha l l  of Nashvi l le ,  Tcnn., p r e s iden t  of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Conven- 
tion sa id  i n  t h e  same p r e s s  conference he  fe l t  d i f f e r e n c e s  of opinion between B a p t i s t  
groups "may sharpen u s  and alert u s ,  and make us more coopera t ive .  It doesn ' t  h u r t  u s  t o  
f a c e  d i v i s i v e  i s s u e s  .I '  

I n  t h e  same l i n e ,  Joseph H. Jackson of Chicago, p re s iden t  of the National  Bap t i s t  
Convention USA, Inc . ,  l a r g e s t  Negro B a p t i s t  group i n  t h e  n a t i o n ,  said " t h e r e  i s  no 
o b s t a c l e  between C h r i s t i a n s  committed t o  t h e  same Chr is t . "  

I n  d i scuss ing  some of t h e  b a r r i e r s  t o  cooperation, MacBain c i t e d  a view t h a t  h i s  
group i s  much more ecumenically and soc i a l - ac t ion  minded than o the r  Bap t i s t  groups,  

However, MncBain f e l t  American B a p t i s t s  a u l d  be  a "sound i l l u s t r a t i o n ' '  t o  o the r  
B a p t i s t s  and evange l i ca l s  of how t o  cooperate  without l o s i n g  sovere ignty  o r  compromising 
t h e  autonomous n a t u r e  of the l o c a l  church. 

MaaBain, p a s t o r  of F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church of Pheonix, s a i d  American B a p t i s t s  have 
been i n  t h e  National  Council  of Churches of C h r i s t  i n  the USA s i n c e  i t s  beginning, without  
compromising its beliefs or  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  organic  union. Southern B a p t i s t s  a r e  no t  

m a ~ b e r a  of t h e  Nat iona l  Council of Churches, bu t  Nat ional  B a p t i s t s  a r e .  

I'trochn1.1, ,,astor of the F j r s t , B a p t i s t  Church of Nashvi l le ,  s a i d  h e  be l ieved  Southern 
B a p t i s t s  are a f r a i d  of organic  union o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  any movement which might move i n  
t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  

"Fellowship i s  what we emphasize, n o t  organic union," added Jackson, pas to r  of t h e  
Ol ive t  B a p t i s t  Church in Chicago and p re s iden t  of t h e  s ix-mi l l ion  member Negro B a p t i s t  body 
for t h e  p a s t  1 3  years. 

MacBain s a i d  t h a t  controversy which developed between American and Southern B a p t i s t s  
fo l lowing  a c t i o n  of t h e  ABC General Council a g a i n s t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a proposed 1969 j o i n t  
B a p t i s t  e v a n g e l i s t i c  c rusade  had i n  effect pu l l ed  American and Southern B a p t i s t s  c l o s e r  
t oge the r  i n s t e a d  of f a r t h e r  a p a r t .  

H e  s a i d  a c t i o n  by t h e  American Baptist: Convention i n  P i t t sbu rgh  two weeks be fo re  
the Southern B a p t i s t  Convention meeting ind ica t ed  t h a t  t h e  ma jo r i t y  of American B a p t i s t s  
are "throughly i n  favor  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n "  in t h e  proposed Crusade of t h e  Americas. 

The crusade,  t o  be  he ld  i n  1969 i n  North, Cent ra l  and South America, w i l l  involve  
B a p t i s t s  bodies  from 25 c o u n t r i e s ,  each s t ag ing  i t s  own e v a n g e l i s t i c  e f f o r t s ,  Southern 
B a p t i s t s  are playing. a s t r o n g  role i n  the crusade. p l ans .  
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Jackson s a i d  h i s  convention would par t i c ipa te  i n  t h e  crusade, but  would no t  send 
preachers t o  South America because of l imi ted  f inances.  

Jackson dodged quest ions asking him about the inf luence  and i n t e g r i t y  of C i v i l  
Rights  Leader Martin Luther King J r . ,  Senator Edward Brooke, and NMCP leader  Roy Wilkins. 
Hc said he would not  d iscuss  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  only p r inc ip les .  

"I would not  want t o  help any man whose p r e s t i g e  has gone down," Jackson said. 
He declined t o  i d e n t i f y  h i s  subject by name. 

~ a r l i e r ,  i n  remarks t o  t h e  messengers a t  t h e  110th meeting of t h e  Southern Bapt is t  
Convention, Jackson s t r e s s e d  t h e  Chr i s t i an  ind iv idua l ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  h i s  na t ion .  

"I don' t  be l i eve  the sword can save socie ty ,  but  I am committed t o  t h e  United 
S ta tes , "  he s a i d ,  " I f  i t  makes a wrong decision,  I'm involved i n  i t  and I have no preroga- 
t ive  whether t o  s tand f o r  the  country or n o t ,  My country is  committed t o  stand for m e  
and I'm committed t o  s tand for the country. 

"lzle cannot enjoy t h e  na tu ra l  blessings of the country and then curse  t ha t  country 
when our t i m e  comes t o  make sacr i f icea , Is  he sa id .  

In  a s p e c i f i c  reference  t o  Vietnam, Jackson s a i d  he received a l e t t e r  £ram Russian 
Baptists urging h i m  t o  encourage U.S. withdrawal from Vietnam. 

H e  s a i d  he wrote them back asking them t o  urge Russia to work with the U . S .  as 
peacemakers i n  Vietnam, and sa id :  

"Ask your government t o  q u i t  boosting t h e  war i n  Vietnam and w e ' l l  ask our govern- 
mmt t o  p u l l  out of Vietnam," 

He sa id  he asked them t o  urge t h e  heads of t h e  na t ion  t o  communicate with President  
Johnson, and then h e  asked the President  t o  w r i t e  him a letter expressing h i s  views and 
concern over t h e  war. 

"I got a two-page letter from President  Johnson expressing h i s  pos i t ion ,  and I th ink 
he was s incere ,"  Jackson sa id .  "He sa id :  'We are w i l l i n g  t o  meet anybody anywhere t o  d i s l  
cuss t h e  matter of peace.' I sen t  i t  t o  Bap t i s t s  i n  Xussia and copies Finland, Hone 
Kong, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, England, France--14 countr ies  i n  a l l - - a s  witnesses t o  
t e s t i f y  i n % e  t h e  Russian Baptists forgot  they received itan 

Speaking of probleme within t h e  na t ion ,  Jackson s a i d  the re  was no problem i n  Ameriaa 
that was too d i f f i c u l t  t o  be solved according t o  law and order .  

Referr ing t o  Southern Bap t i s t s ,  American Baptists and National Bap t i s t s ,  Jackson 
said: 

" I f  w e  a lone  commit ourselves t o  t r u t h  and God, we 
ourselves could arrest t h e  movement of crime and br ing  t r u t h  and r ighteousness nearer  t o  
t h e  h e a r t  of t h i s  nation." 

SBC Told: Involve 
Laymen O r  Lose Out 

MIAMI BEACH (BP)--southern Bap t i s t s  were advised here t o  involve t h e i r  laymen or 
f ace  population inundation. 

James L. P l e i t z ,  pastor of F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church, Pensacola, Fla., described t h e  
magnitude of t h e  prablem and suggested a so lu t ion  i n o n e  of the clos ing addresses of the 
four-day Southern Baptist Convention i n  Conventton Xall, 

"Th* world population is growing 10 times faster than the church. We are loeing 
ground--lots of ground," he sa id .  

P l e i t z ,  newly-elected chairman of t h e  Executive Committee & t h e  10.9 mi l l ion  member 
denornlnation, said Southern Bapt i s t s  are g u i l t y  of developing the  world's largest group of 
Bermon l i s t e n e r a  and t h e  concept that C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  l a rge ly  confined to Sunday and to 
the church building.  

The anewar i s  t o  involve t h e  laity i n  a personal minis t ry ,  P l e i t z  sa id .  He made 
these suggest ions : 
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"We can use  them more i n  the  services of the l o c a l  church. I have had a lawyer, 
scout  executive, and a p o l i t i c i a n  preach i n  our church. In every case t h e  men were well  
received.  

"Why shouldn' t  n layman have t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of b a p t i z i n g  some of t h e  converts? 
Many o f  our people have the mistaken idea t h i s  i s  a p r i e s t l y  function and can only be  
performed by an ordained minis ter . 

"We also need t o  use t he  l a i t y  more i n  the  work of our a s soc ia t ions ,  . s t a t e  conven- 
t i o n s ,  and Southern Bapt is t  Convention," 

The challenge for l a i t y  involvement woukl up an emphasis on t h e  convention theme, 
"Mandate t o  Minister .I' 

The f i n a l  sess ion  of t h e  convention was devoted t o  i n s p i r i n g  Southern Bap t i s t  youth 
t o  t a k e  t h e i r  p lace  i n  the world a s  Chr i s t i ans .  

Carl Bates, pas tor  of F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church of Char lo t te ,  N.  C .  urged t h e  youth to 
t g l l  a d u l t s  "we a r e  here  t o  match our lives aga ins t  t h i s  c r u c i a l  hour in  world his tory and 

all we aak i n  for, you t o  be l i eve  i n  us  j u s t  a l i t t l e  and t o  be p a t i e n t  with us for awhile 
and t o  encourage u s  by your s i n c e r i t y  and sacr i f ice . Ig  

Roberts 111; Won't Take 
Seriinary Professorship 

M I A M I  BEACH (BP)--C. A .  Roberts, former pas tor  of F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church of Tallahassee, 
Fla., w i l l  not b e  accepting h i s  previously announced appointment a s  professor a t  Southwestern 
Bapt is t  Theological Seminary, a seminary o f f i c i a l  announced here. 

"Roberta, who was t o  become professor of evangelism e f f e c t i v e  June 1, has asked t o  
be ' re l ieved of h i s  commitment because of heal th,"  s a i d  Seminary President  Robert E .  Naylor. 

" H i s  request  has been granted and he i s  not caning t o  the seminary," Naylor added. 

Roberts was repor ted  t o  be  hosp i t a l i zed  i n  Waco, Tex., but  was not  a v a i l a b l e  for 
comment . 

A s  pres ident  of t h e  Southern Bapt is t  Pas to r s t  Conference, Roberts was scheduled t o  
p res ide  over sess ions  of the  pas to r s t  meeting i n  Miami Beach, May 29-30, but  was unable t o  
because of i l l n e s s .  

"Due t o  tens ion and pressure,"  s a i d  Gerald Martin, conference vice-president ,  "C, A. 
Roberts' personal physician ordered him not  t o  attend t h e  convention and t o  cancel  all 
engagements .It  

Martin presided over t h e  Pas to r s t  Conference and l a t e r  was e l ec ted  pres ident .  

Abernathy Elected 
SBC Vice President  

MIAMI BEACH--John Abernathy, a r e t i r e d  Bapt is t  missionary now l i v i n g  i n  Hot Springs, 
Arb., was elected here  second v ice  pres ident  of the  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention. 

Abernathy i s  a former missionary fo r  30 years t o  China, f o r  11 years  t o  Korea, and 
f o r  th ree  other years t o  the  Phi l ippines .  

H e  was elected i n  a runoff b a l l o t  with James Windham B a p t i s t  pastor  from S i l v e r  
Springs, Md., a suburb of Washington, D O C ,  

Wallace Elected President  
O f  Southeastern Alumni. 

MIAMI B E R C H ( C B P ) - - J ~ ~ ~ ~  Wnllace,pastor of the F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church, Elizabethtown, 
N.C., was e lec ted  pres ident  of t h e  Alumni Association of Soirtheastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary a t  i t s  annual meeting here. 

Lowell Robinson, pastor of t h e  Fort  Royal Bap t i s t  Church, Fort Royal, S.C., was 
e lec ted  vice-president ,  with Marion Powell, pastor  of t h e  F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church, T a y l o r s v i l l ~ ,  
N .C,, as secre tary- t reasurer  . Thomas A. Jackson, r e t i r i n g  presid nt and pas tor  of t h e  McLeqn 
Bapt is t  Church, McLean, V a . ,  was e l ec ted  t o  a three-vear n f f i r ~  n a  d+ren+nr  



June 2; 1967 Baptist Press 

Coggins Appointed VISTA 
Regional Director By OEO 

WLSHINGTON (BP)--Ross Coggins, director of ~nm~munications for the Southern Baptist 
Christian Life Commission in Nashville for the past six years, has been appointed Southeast 
regional adninistrator for Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA) by the Office of Economic 
Opportunity here. 

Coggins.wil1 assume the position with offices in Atlanta, Ga., effective June 15. 

His appointment was announced here by Snrgent Shriver, director of the Office of 
Economic Opportunity which administers the VISTA program, sometimes called the Domestic 
Peace Corps, as part: of the War on Poverty programs. 

Coggins will be responsible for the total administration of the VISTA program and 
work of 180 VISTA volunteers in six  states: Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, Alabama, 
Mississippi, and Tennessee, according to Bill Crook, director of VISTA here and an ordained 
Baptist minister from Texas. 

Crook said Coggins will be over a progran branch manager and a recruiting branch 
manager, with four or five recruiting and program officers under them. They will set up 
recruiting efforts in the six states, and new projects in the Southeast area. 

In Nashville, Coggins said he was accepting the position with enthusiasm for the 
challenge it presents to help meet human need in the six-state area, and that through the 
position he would be able to make a practical application of the Christian gospel. 

Coggins expressed appreciation for the Christian Life Commission and for the oppor- 
tuflity of working in the area of Christian social action with the director of the commission, 
Foy Valentine. 

Valentine called Cogginst resignation "a critical loss" to  the commission. 

"For nearly six years he has given creative direction to our communication of the 
relevance of the gospel to the great issues of our time," Valentine said.  "The conrmiesion 
will sorely miss his unique talents and his contagious Christian idealism." 

Coggins for six years prior to joining the Christian Life Commission was with the 
Sopthem Baptist Foreign Mission Board, serving with his wife as a missionary to Indonesia. 

Previously he was associate in the student department of the Baptist General Conven- 
tion of Texas, a Baptist Student Union director for Texas woman's University in Denton, 
Tex., and pastor af the First Baptist Church of Woodson, Tex. 

A graduate of Baylor University (~aptist) in Waco, Tex., and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Coggins is the author o f  two books, To Change the World, 
and Missions Today. He also has edited The Gambling Menace, a recent Breadman Press book, 
and is a frequent contributor t o  Baptist publicatioaa 
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Christianity Must Be Lived 
SBC Youth Night Crowd Told 

MIAMS GEACH (BPI--A juvenile rehabilitation worker, a motion picture actress and 
n minister effectively used testimony, music and sermon here Friday night to impreas 
upon 10,000 Southern Baptists that Christianity must be lived to count. 

While the program personalities at the closing session of the 110th Southern 
Papt i s t  Convention expreesed i t  differently, their message was the same. 

Jim Vnus, who operates Youth, Inc., in the asphalt jungles of Mew York City, 
expreseed it ,this way: 

"How do you reach juvenilo gang leaders? When love is felt the message is 
heard, They want to see how you l ive,  not hear what you say," 

Anita Bryant of M i a m i ,  who sang her way through 30 minutes o f  Christian testimony, 
put it this way: 

"1 may Get picketed from you parents, but if we have problems today I feel they 
don't lie with young people. They lie in the home where life isn't centered around 
Christ. If the children see the example of Christ in  their parents, you have nothing 
co worry about:." 

Carl Bates, pastor of First Baptist Church of Charlotte, N.C., cal led on the youth- 
dominated audience to !' live your best. " 

Vaus also dealt with the government's poverty program as he told the messengers, 
Lareely Miamians, what counts with youth gangs. 

"I've watched the &overrrmentls poverty programs and I ' m  disgusted with them. 
It's a waste of the taxpayers1 money. 

i 

"Social  work that doesn't have i t s  roots in  the love of Jesus Christ is ~or th le s s , '~  
1 

Converted in a service led by Dilly Graham, Vaus said he's dedicated the rest of 
his life to txying to rehabilitate the livee of youth gangs in the tou~hest one-aquare- 
mile eection of New York City. % 

The 30-minute testimony brought a standin8 ovation, 

So did that of Mies Bryant, clad in a white dress and clasping a Bible several 
shades more red than her hair. 

She ..sang sme of the audience's favorites, including such familiar songs as 
Amazing Grace, How Great Thou Art and finally the Battle Hy6m of the Republic. 

'While she had specific advice for young men and women, she also took time to 
$pel1 out her stand on Vietnam, chief subject of discussion durin~ the four-day meeting 
of the 10.9 million member denomination. 

'!You nay not agree with me but on the basis of my three trips there I'm compelled 
Fo take my stand in support of those men. 

"I believe that it's a war between atheism and God." 

If the applause is a good barometer, the audience agreed. 



SBC Adopts Record Budget, 
#peaks On Peace, Parenthood . -  - 

By Roy Jcnnings 

MIAMI.  33GlCII ( ~ T ) % - - ~ t e e r i n ~  a course around t h e  shoals  of ecumenicity and s o c i a l  ac t ion ,  
aouthern Bap t i s t s  approved a record $26,700,000 world missions budget and took a stand on 
$uch i s sues  as peace, planned parenthood and church-state separation. 

The 110th annual session of the  Southern Baptiet  Convention a t t r a c t e d  almost 
$5,000 messengers from the  United S t a t e s  and ranked second among gatherings of t h e  denomina- 
t i o n  s ince  i t s  f i r s t  meeting i n  1845 i n  Augusta, Ga, The 1965 meeting i n  Dallas drew 
16,053 messengers. 

The issueof r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  found i t s  way i n t o  t h e  convention wi th  the  request  of a 
Baton Rouge, La., preacher to abol ish  t h e  Chr i s t i an  Life Commission, bu t  messengers f i rmly 
i e j e c t e d  h i s  suggestion. 

Messengers re-elected 8, Franklin Paschall ,  pastor  of F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church of 
yashv i l l e ,  Tenn,, t o  a second one-year term a s  president. 

Implementing t h e  work of a denominational study group which examined t rends  
expected i n  t h e  1970s, t h e  messengers chose t h e  c e n t r a l  theme of l i v i n g  c rea t ive ly  t h e  
$ p i r i t  of Chr is t  f o r  the decade beginning Oct, 1, 1969. 

A s  p a r t  of t h e  support,  the messengers asked denominational agencies t o  use  
planning goals  i n  five areas  i n  1967-69. They c a l l  f o r  increas ing t h e  maturing of individuals  
'and groups, church members, usefulness of churches i n  t h e  community and world, gifts, and 
eff ic iency i n  church administrat ion.  

\ The denomination's stand on peace pledged support t o  government o f f i c i a l s  as they 
develop strong and w i s e  po l i c ies ,  pursue a j u s t  peace i n  Vietnam, and help  maintain order 
i n  t h e  world.  It a l s o  pledged prayer support t o  men engaged i n  r e s t r i c t i v e  measures agains t  
des t ruc t ive  forces  of invasion.  

Two messengers who asked e a r l i e r  for the  convention t o  openly support American 
s o l d i e r s  i n  Vietnam thought the stand was too weak, but t h e i r  efforts t o  strengthen it 
failed. 

A sec t ion  of t h e  annual r epor t  of t h e  Chr is t ian  Life Commission received by t h e  
messengers d e a l t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  with peace. 

In c i t i n g  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of Chr is t ians ,  it c a l l e d  upon a l l  churches not t o  
be blinded by d i s t o r t e d  appeals t o  f a l s e  pat r io t i sm t o  the  point  they lose  s i g h t  of t h e  
personal tragedy, t h e  g rea t  sorrow and t h e  f a n t a s t i c  cost  a t tached t o  t h e  Vietnam c o n f l i c t ,  

It c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  responsible  leadership  of t h i s  na t ion t o  continue t o  pursue 
p a t i e n t l y  every course t h a t  might lead t o  a peaceful set t lement of in te rna t iona l  problems. 

A survey among messengers showed two t h i r d s  of those polled wanted t h e  United 
S t a t e s  t o  do whatever i s  necessary t o  win t h e  war. 

But t h e  messengers tabled  a motion t o  delete t h e  statement of the  Chr i s t i an  L i f e  
Comission on world peace, and refused t o  adopt an amendment t o  t h e  reso lu t ion  which would 
have pledged s p e c i f i c  support f o r  t h e  current  U . S ,  policy i n  Vietnam. 

The denomination, expressing concern fo r  t h e  population explosion f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e ,  commended t h e  use of nedically-approved methods of planned parenthood and t h e  dissemina- 
t i o n  of informad on on t h e  subject  . 

On separa t ion of church and s t a t e ,  t h e  messengers asked Congress f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  
t o  help c l a r i f y  the  judic iary  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  i n t e r p r e t  cons t i tu t iona l  provisions i n  th i s  
area. It speci f ied  those dealing with federa l  funds in church-sponsored programs. 

"We remind a11 who c a l l  themselves Bapt is ts ,  t o  d i s t ingu i sh  ca re fu l ly  the  services  
t h a t  are publicly supported from t h e  Chr is t ian  m i n i s t r i e s  t h a t  they should be supported 
exclusively by t h e  churches and hold t o  programs t h a t  a r e  c l e a r l y  committed t o  Chr is t  and 
H i s  kingdom," the  reso lu t ion  s t a t e d .  
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In keeping with the convention's them of "Mandate to Minister," President Paschal1 
led a battery of speakers in pleading for Southern 3aptists to show more concern for a11 the 
?rohlems of men, including his personal and social ones. 

President Paschal1 said Christians must practice an evangelism concerned with the 
whola man, including h i s  body and soul. 

"T3 arL age of population explosion and computers, bigger and bigger organizations 
in church and state, it ie easy t o  forget the dignity and worth of firman beings and personal 
needs. 

"There i s  a contiauing rreed for repentance and renewal, L e t  us break out beyond 
ou~selveer .mid minis ter to the world .It 

Sen, Efrk 0, HatfdLeld (R., Ore,) T ~ O   poke to the report of the Christian Life 

1 
Com~llsskon, o r a p l i f i ~ d  the nj.aistry theme, ~ebuking  churches for failing to help meet humn 
suffering and need. 

If churches had done their job of feeding the hungry, healing the sick, and 
ministering to t h c  needy, there would have been no nced for the government t o  develop i ts  
vast welfare progrtimc, Sen. Hatfield ca id ,  

Thc senator is a member of the 7irst: Baptist Church af Salem, Ore,, which is 
afSi2i~itei l  with thr? Conservative Baptist Association of hmerfca, a group often labeled 
"ultra-fundmmtali~t.'~ Hi8 speech before the convention, however, called for more social 
action by churches. 

"Either we voluntarily do the work oC God on earth by using our resources indivi- 
dually and rhrougE~ thc church to meet mankind's needs, and do so out of the dynamic lwe 
of'Christ within us; or we let God accomplish h i s  will through hman government which taxes 
oult resources from ur, by cmpulsim of law bnd uses thm carelessly and Zmpersanally.'' 

In the annu~l report of Wonon's Misaimary Union, Mrc. Robert Fling of Cleburne, 
Teg-, tha p x a s i d r t i t ,  recmcnded  s program of mission ;action for men and wmen to meet needs 
in thc?f.r ccmma:it7 , 

CsnP t expect Zhc work to be c5sy, thotlgh, she cautioned, fo r  beaning involved in 
the priv,zLe drama OF ,n,rsmal cricis is demanding. 

?."lrl;- :?i;l:: ~ ~ k c d  Southern Bapti~ts not t o  hide behind the old excuse that thi-s 
reprcsegted thc social gospel because S t s s  P ~ L I ~ Y  t h ~  gospel of J ~ S U S  Christ at  work. 

A plea for gro~tear cooperation--even a type of ecmenicity--was made by J, D. Grey 
of "iew Orlcans, prreident: of the denomination from 1952 t o  1954. 

While making it clear he wcsntt: referring to organic union, Grey said Southern 
Bagtists need t o  ~::\actil=c Christian fe l . lc~ship ,  brother;:.: hove snd unity of spirit with 
0 t h ~  grcmils. 

"We c23 no longer be little isolated is lands  in the great ocean of mankind. We 
cannot, we m u s t  : i 3 t s  draw up our pbrisafcal robes about: us and remain aloof fram other 
Chnfstians an< r?En of good wili," 

f Meana~gcrs expressed a desire for being more cooperative with other Christiane by 
asking the Executive Cormnittee t o  explore possible discussion with other evangelical 
groupa on witness and evangelism and report their findings in 1968. 

Guests bringing fraternal greetings to  the messengers included L .  D .  MacBain of 
PhoenS.~, Ariz., president of the herican Baptist Convention, and Jos:bph H. Jackson of 
Chiiw&o, president of the National. Beptist Conventicn USA, Inc. 

Mezsenger~ received reports from 20 dencminational agencies. The Foreign Mission 
~ & r d  report cd 2,208 missionaries are serving in 65 foreign countries. The Bane Mission 
Board discloscu 2,165 hone missionaries are at  work i n  the United States, Panama Canal 
Zone, Cuba, and Puerto Rico. 

Tn other action, the meGsengers voted to hold their 1972 convention i n  Philadelphia, 
June 5-9. 

Other new officers elected include Landrum Lesvell 11, pastor of First Baptist 
Chugck of Wichita Falls, T e x , ,  first vice president, and John Abernathy of Hot Springs, Ark., 
rotircd foreign miseionlry to the Orient, ~eccnd vice president, 



James Pleitz, pastor of First Bapt i s t  Church of Pensacola, Fla, ,  was chosen 
chairman 3f the denomination's Executive Comnittee. 

The messengers also voted new terms for Treasura: Porter W .  Routh, Recording 
Secretary Clifton J. Allen, and Registration Secretary W .  Fred Kendall, a l l  of Nashville. 

Looking to  the 1968 meeting in New Orleans June 11-14, the messengers selected Dou~las 
Hudgins, pastor of First Baptist Church of Jackson, Miss., to  preach the convention 
sermon opening night, 

When the messengers weren't: in sessions, they attended a pre-release showing of 
the movie,Bill Wallace of China based on the l i f e  of a Southern Baptist missionary martyr, 
sunbathed on the beaches, and played in the Atlantic Ocean. 



All work and 90 play make conventions dull -- but thcse Oklahoma pastors have-found 
a way f o  comb$ac their  rgading of the SBC Book of Rpports with a dip  in the surf a t  
Miami  Beach. 



Ncpl Jonas, US-2 worker of E l  Paso, speaks to WMU Convcntion,on rehabilitation, 

J q e s  V. Lackey, l e f t ,  director of stewardship development, SBC stewardship 
' .  C~mmiseion, talks at that agency's exibit  with Ralph T. Kkyle church 

finance executive from Atlanta. 

1.. 

I Bpby sitting duties are handled bohind Lhs ~u-t( l i$+q- by (1 - r )  Sarah, &ace q d  
Sysan Whitcscarver. They watch h y ,  while their ?f~pFgr s i t s  just ins ide  t-he 
curtain ' Watching the Convention agFivity; Their father yis minister 
o f .  education of Pirrt ~ a ~ t l . &  Chuyoh, Mia+. 

-. 

SqC prcsidcnt Paechall listens to a rcport whi le  a Royal hmbassndor messenger is 
prcpored to handle necessary errands. 

\ 

h i t a  Bryant autographs photographs after hcr press confcrcnce, 

\ 

Mcsscngcro watch, listen, and dose during a session of thc SBC. 
9 

Eqhibit booths providc relaxqtion and convcrsation spncc. 

Somc mcsscngerq come early to awa$t the begizning of the SBC session.  

- 





~ert  Fling 

The State Presidents 

Mrn. J .  R. Lol)augll 

Miss Alma Hurrt 

President 

Vicepresidents 

Recording Seci-etary 

Executive Secretary 





MONDAY MORNING 

All Hail the Pourer- of Jesus' Name 

"To Preach the Gospel to the Poor" 
Song Service 
Organization 
Recognition of Hastess Committee 

9:30 o'clock 

Mrs. Charles Walker, Organiat 
Mrs. W. G. Stroup, Pianist 

J .  Lyn Elder 
W. Hines Sima 

FIRST CENTURY CHRISTIANS 
A Bible Episode 

Cast Mary Hardin-Baylor College 
Reader Leonard Holloway 

TWENTIETH CENTURY CHRISTIANS 
The Gift of Going 

To Alaska Sara Ann H ~ b b s  
To Spain Mre. Ben Thompson 
To Nigeria Dr. Joseph Pipkin 

Hymn 
I Wonder As I Wader ,  arranged by Nilee Irene Jordan 
To Build . . . In His Name Roy F. Lewis 
Meditation Hymn, HOW Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds Irene Jordan 
Ad joumment 



MONDAY AFTERNOON 

All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name 
"To Heal the Brokenhearted" 
Song Service 

1 :45 o'clock 

J .  Lyn Elder 

FIRST CENTURY CHRISTIANS 
A Bible Episode 

Cast Mary Hardin-Baylor College 
Reader Leonard Holloway 

TWENTIETH CENTURY CHRISTIANS 
A Loaf or a Coat in His Name 

Dominican Republic 
Mrs. Howard L. Shoemake 

Cubans in Miami Mrs. Josefine Benitez 

Hymn 
Come Unto Him, Handel Irene Jordan 

Pulse Beat in Panama Daniel Gruver, M.D. 
Meditation Hymn, Take the Name of Jesus with You Irene Jordan 
Adjournment 



MONDAY EVENING 7:30 o'clock 
+ 

A11 Hail the Power of Jesus' Nape b 

"To Proclaim Deliverance to the Captives"' J. Jiyn Elder 
Song Service 

FIRST CENTURY CHRISTIANS 
A Bible Episode 

C a s t  Mary Hardin-Baylor Collage 
Reader Leonard Holloway 

TWENTIETH CENTURY CHRISTIANS . d 

To a World in Revolution 
Miesionary Appointees 
Missionary Journeymen 
Missionary Associates 

Presented by J e w  C. Fletcher 

Hymn - .  
Missions and Music Irene Jordan 

My Redeemer and My Lord, Buck J 
Encounter with Pain Martha Jordan Gilliland, M.D. 71 

Meditation Hymn, Bbssed Be the Name Irene Jordan 
Adjournment 

- -- -- - -- *L- 



TUESDAY MORNING 

A21 Hail the Power of Jesus' Nante 

"To Preach Racovery of Sight to the Blind'" 
Song Service 

FIRST CENTURY CHRISTIANS 
A Bible Episode 

9:30 o'clock 

J.  Lyn Elder 

Cast Mary Hardin-Baylor College 
Reader Leonard Holloway 

TWENTZETH CENTURY CHRESTIANS 
On the American Scene 

US-2 Missions 

Inner City and Language Missions 
Freddie Nee1 

Juvenile Rehabilitation Neil J onea . 1 
Hymn 

I 
Herein Is Love . WMU Report Alma Hunt 
Go, Congregation, Go, Antes Irene Jordan 
The C~ose and tlxe Croeeroade 

I 
Jimmy R. Allen 

Meditation Hymn, Jesus 1 s  the Sweetest Name I Know Irene Jordan I 
Ad journrnent 



TUESDAY AFTERNOON 

All Hail the Power of Jesus'Name 

1 :45 o'clock 

"To Set at Liberty Them That Are Bruised" J.  Lyn Elder 

Song Service 

Bueineee 

FIRST CENTURY CHRISTIANS 
A Bible Episode 

Cast Mary Hardin-Baylor College 
Reader Leonard Holloway 

T WENTZETH CENTURY CHRISTIANS 
What Do Missionaries Do? 

Mrs. Jamie C. Maiden 

Hymn 

How Beautiful Upon the Mountains, Harker Irene Jordan 

Deep Is the Hunger President's Meesage Mrs. Robert Fling 

Meditation Hymn, The Name of Jesus Irene Jordan I 
Adjournment 



PROGRAM PERSONNEL 
Dr. Jimmy R. Allen, Director, Texus Christian Life Commission, Dallas 
Mrs. Josefina Benitez, President, Cuban WMU of Miami 
Dr. J .  Lyn Elder, Professor, Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, California 
Dr. Jesse C. Fletcher, Secretary for Missionary Personnel, Foreign Mission Board 
Mrs. Robert Fling, President, Woman's Missionary Union 
Dr. Martha Jordan Gilliland, Missionary to Nigeria 
Dr. Daniel Gruver, Mirsiomry to Panama 
Miss Sara Ann Hobbs, GA Director, North Carolina WMU 
Dr. Leonard Holloway, President, Mary Hardin-Baylor College, Belton, Texav 
Miss Alma Hunt, Executive Secretary, Woman's Missionary Union 
Mr. Neil Jones, US-2 Missionary, El Paso, Texas 
Miss Irene Jordan, Metropolitan Opera, New York 
Mr. Roy I?. Lewis, Diuision of Church Loans, H o m ~  Mission Board 
Mrs. J .  R. Lobaugh, Recording Secretary, Woman's Missionary Union 
Mrr. Jamie C. Maiden, Meadowview, Virginia 
Miss Freddie Neel, US92 Missionary, Chicago, Illinois 
Dr. Joeeph Pipkin, Orlando, Florida 
Mrs. Howard L. Shoemake, Missionary to  Dominican Republic 
Dr. W. Hines Sime, Secretary, Church Music Department, Sunday School Board 
M ~ B .  W .  G. Stroup, Jacksonville, Florida 
Mrs. Ben Thompson, Yazoo City, Mississippi 
Mrs. Charles Walker, Miami, Florida 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Assistants in Programing: Mrs. R. L. Mathis 

Mrs. Ned P. King, Jr. 





FOR RELEASE JUNE 2nd, 1967 

A COMMENT BY AL SIMON. MANAGER. BEACH THEATRE, REGARDING "BILL WALLACE OF CHINA" 

It was my proud p leasure  a s  an exh ib i to r  of motion p i c tu re s  fo r  over 30 years 

t o  have shown t h e  "BILL WALLACE OF CHINA" f i l m  here  at  our Brandt Beach Theatre  

on Lincoln Road Mall, Miami Beach, 

It was a smash h i t ,  wa rm,  human, and a g rea t  s tory.  I s a t  through it a t  times 

misty eyed, and f u l l y  engrossed i n  t h e  story, almost f o r g e t t i n g  my d u t i e s  as 

Manager. 

I f e e l  Gregory Walcot t ' s  performance depic t ing  B i l l  Wallace i s  one of t he  

h i g h l i g h t s  of the  film. 

Comments were enormously g ra t i fy ing .  This i s  a p r e s t i g e  motion p i c t u r e  and i t  

i s  one of t h e  most enjoyable I have ever exhibited. 

The scene of Dr.  Wallace a t tempt ing  t o  say t h e  Lord's Prayer i n  Chinese i s  a 

r a r e ,  humorous,unforgettable moment -- don ' t  miss this.' A l l  of our personnel watched 

i t  over and over again. 
'J 

AL SIMON 
Manager, Beach Theatre ,  
Miami Beach. 

"BILL WALLACE OF CHINA" atarrlm# O R E W R Y  WALCOTT aa bill Wr l lae l  rlao l t a r r l n l  JO HELTON FUNG YI PETER CHAN and an Intamotlonal ca8t 
written fa th. nd Olmtd by OREEN Pmductb 4 T. C. WANG Produced by GREGORY WALCOIT A -8 PRESENTAT IN C#W nO lllWlE 1 



CONVENTION BULLETIN 
FORTY-FOURTH VOLUME 

Suggested Order of Business 

Southern Baptist Convention 
MAY SO-JUNE 2, 1967 MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 

H. Franklin Paschall, President 
Robert L. Snead, Director of Music 

GENERAL THEME: 
"Mandate to Minister" 

FRIDAY MORNING 
THEME: "Mandate to Minister through 

Chrihtian Fellowship" 
8:45 Pre-session Music 
9:00 Song Service 
9: 10 Scripture-Hennan E. Jacobs Tennessee 

Prayer-John A. Wood, ~enjucky 
9:15 Committee on Resolutions 
9:30 Miscellaneous Business 

10:OO Specinl Music 
10: 10 Stewardship Commission--Mdl D. 

Moore, Tennessee 
10:25 Recognition of Fraternal Messen ers 

Response-Joseph H. Jackson, 11Bnois 
11:08 Bnptiat World Allinsce-Josef Nordenhaug, 

District of Columbia 
11:15 Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs 

-C. Emanuel Cerlson. District of Columbia 
11 :35 Congregational Hymn 
11:40 Address: J. D. Grey, Louisiana 
12:05 Benediction-Frank L. Trotter. Illinois 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON 
THEME: "Mandate to Minister through the Laity" 

1 :45 Pre-session Music 
2;00 Song Service 
2:05 Scripture-Richard E. Myers, Virginia 

Prayer-W. LeRay Fowler, Texas 
2: 15 Miscellaneous Business 
2:30 Brotherhood Commission - George W. 

Schmeder, Tennessee 
2:45 Committee on Canadian Baptist Coopera- 

tion-Arthur B. Rutledge, Georgia 
2:5Q Special Music 
3:00 Address: James L. Pleih, Flmida 
3:30 Benediction-Bob McPherson. Colorado 

FRIDAY NIGHT 
THEME: "Mandate to Minister to Youth" 
6:45 Pre-session Music 
7:00 Song Service 
7:  10 Scripture-Robert F. Cochran, Virginia 

Prayer-Byron Bruce. Arizona 
7:15 Special Music 
7:25 Address-Jim Voss. New York City 
7:55 Special Music 
8:00 Address: Carl E. Bates, North Carolina 
8:30 Benediction-Robert F. Woodward, Mary- 

land 

AIRLINES RECONFIRMATION DESK 

An Airlines Reconfirmation Desk is lo- 
cated in the lobby of Convention Hall. I t  
Is staffed from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily. 
According to Florida law, airline tickets 
must be reconfirmed at least 24 hours in 
advance of departure. Persons holding 
return tickets may find it convenient to 
confirm them at the desk. 

MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA, JUNE 2, 1967 FOURTH DAY 

rr AVE us, 0 Lord Our God, and gather us from among the heathen, to gfce thanks unto 
thy holy name, and to triumph in thy praise. Blessed be the Lord Cal of lmel from 

everlasting to merhting: and let ull the people say. Amen. Praise ye the Lord" (Psalms 
106:47-48). 

P R O C E E D I N G S  
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENT ION 

Miami Beach, Florida 

May 30 -June 3, 1967 

Wednesday Night, May 31 
103. President Paschall called the Con- 

vention to order. Robert L. Snead led the 
Convention in singing "Come, Thou Fount 
of Every Blessing," "America the Beauti- 
ful," and "I Love to Tell the Story." 

104. 0. R. Rice (Mo.) read from the 
Scriptures, and Charles F. Polston (N. 
Mex.) led the Convention in prayer. 

105. James L. Sullivan (Tenn.) was 
recognized to present the report of the 
Sunday School Board. Secretary Sullivan, 
using the experience of Elijah in depres- 
sion for illustration, addressed the Con- 
vention, dealing with problems in South- 
ern Baptist life and pointing out direc- 
tions toward a higher level of achieve- 
ment and resources for advance in the 
service of Christ. 

106. Secretary Kendall reported that 
the 14.668th messenger - Henrv A. Pres. . " - - - -  
ton ( ~ e n n . )  - whYo was registered at 
7:29 p.m. was the 400,000th erson to 
register in the entire history o f the  Con- 
vention, beginning in 1845. 

107. President Paschall recognized 
Arthur B. Rutledge (Ga.) to present the 
report of the Home Mission Board. 

108. Special music was presented by 
the "Sons of Jubal," ministers of music 
from Georgia, directed by Paul McCom- 
mon. 

109. Secretary Rutledge presented the 
members of the Borne Mlssron Board 
staff, including emeritus Executive Sec- 
retary Courts Redford (Mo.). He reported 
on the conditions of missionaries in Cuba, 
still under government custody or in 
prison. 

110. Glendon McCullough (Ga.) pre- 
sided during an appointment service for 
new missionaries. The appointees were 
introduced and were presented with cer- 
tificates of appointment. 

111. Missionary testimonies were given 
by Charles McCullin, Daniel R. and Mrs. 
Sanchez, James S. Wright, Suthell Walker, 
and Donald Nicholson. 

112. Secretary Rutledge delivered a 
charge to the appointees; J. Don Ader- 
hold (Ga.) led a prayer of dedication; Jo 
Ann Shelton sang a solo; and Glendon 
McCullough spoke on the theme, "My 
Mandate." 

113. W. A. Criswell (Texas) concluded 
the service with a message on "The Min- 
istry of Reconciliation." 

114. Secretary Rutledge made an appeal 
to the Convention messengers to respond 
personally to the call of the S irit of God 
as JO Ann Shelton sang ~ ' ~ E e r e v e r  He 
Leads, I'll Go." 

115. Jerald R. White, Jr. (Va.) led the 
Convention in prayer to close the session. 

Thursday Morning, June 1 
116. Vice-President Aultman convened 

the session, and the Convention was led 
in singing "I Know Whom I Have Be- 
lieved," ."Jesus Is All the World to Me," 
and " 'Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus." 

117. Otto J. Brown (Ind.) read from 
the Scri tures, and Kenneth A. Estep 
(Pa.) l e f t h e  Convention in prayer. 

118. Robert W. Jackson (Ga.) presented 
the report of the Committee on Boards, 
and it was adopted. (The list is in the 
second day's Bulletin.) 

119. Earl B. Edington (Fla.) presented 
the report of the Committee on Commit- 
tees, and it was adopted. (The list appears 
in the third day's Bulletin. It is corrected 
b adding Milo Arbuckle and Max Clifton 
o r  Colorado to the Committee on Boards. 
See also item 144 in today's proceedings.) 

120. The chair called for matters of 
miscellaneous business. 

121. Ray 0. Jones (Tenn.) moved that 
the Convention convey to President Lyn- 
don B. Johnson its concern relative to the 
situation in Vietnam. The president ruled 
that the motion was the equivalent of a 
resolution, so that it was referred to the 
proper committee. 

122. 0. K. Armstrong (Mo.) offered a 
resolution about obscene literature, and 
it was referred to the proper committee. 

123. John Brothers (Ala.) moved a re- 
consideration of the reference of the mat- 
ter about short wave broadcasts to the 
Foreign Mission Board (item 32) and 
refer it to the Radio and Television Com- 
mission. A point of order was raised due 
to program assignments made by the 
Convention, and the motion was ruled out 
of order. 

(Continued on Page 2) 



Page Two 

Proceedings.. . . 
(Continued from Page 1 )  

124. Alastair C. Walker (Ga.) moved 
that the Convention, president appolnt a 
study committee to dlscover poss~ble ways 
of cooperation with other evangelical 
groups, with particular reference to wit- 
ness and evangelism, the committee to be 
instructed that no thought be given to 
organic union, and to report next year. 
The matter was referred to be scheduled 
for later consideration. 

125. Earl B. Edington (Fla.) rnoved that 
T. T. Crabtree (Okla.) be designated as 
chairman of the Committee on Boards for 
next year. The motion passed. 

126. Chairman Ellis, for the Committee 
on Order of Business, recommended that 
W. Douglas Hudgins (Miss.) be the Con- 
vention preacher for 1968 and that John 
P. Newport (Texas) be the alternate. The 
recommendation was approved. 

127. Secretary Routh presented certi- 
ficates of appreciation in behalf of the 
Convention to Vice-Presidents Hubbs and 
Aultman. 

128. George T. Stallings (Va.) moved 
to reconsider a previous action referring 
to the Foreign Mission Board the matter 
of short wave radio broadcasts behind the 
Iron Curtain. The motion was ruled out 
of order. 

129. Harold Allen (Ky.) moved that the 
Committee on Arrangements for future 
Convention meetings be requested to pro- 
vide nursery facilities for pre-school chil- 
dren of parents attending the Convention. 
A motion passed to refer this matter to 
the Executive Committee. 

130. Duke K. McCall (Ky.) moved that 
the Executive Committee be requested to 
study the matter of making the president's 
address a fixed order of business after the 
Convention has approved the Convention 
program. The motion passed. 

131. Secretary Routh announced a 
called meeting of the Executive Commit- 
tee after the morning session for the pur- 
pose of organization. 

132. Chairman Ellis announced the time 
for consideration of relationships with 
other evangelical groups at 9:30 a.m. Fri- 
day. 

133. The order for the election of offi- 
cers having come, the following nomina- 
tions for second vice-president were made: 
Lehman Webb (Ark.) nominated John 
Abernathy (Ark.). W. E. Farrar (Va.) 
nominated James P. Wesberry (Ga.). John 
E. Huss (S. C.) nominated John Hamrick 
(S. C. ) . Fred B. Rhodes (D.C.) nominated 
James M. Windham (Md.). Raymond Sap- 
derson (Tenn.) nominated T. L, McSwain 
(Ky.). Messengers then balloted. 

134. James W. Storer (Tenn.) nomina- 
ted Porter Routh (Tenn.) for treasurer. 
A motion passed to close nominations and 
to elect Routh by acclamation. The sec- 
retary was asked to cast the ballot of the 
Convention electing Porter Routh, treas- 
urer. 

135. H.  Cowen Ellis (Va.) nominated 
Clifton J. Allen (Tenn.) for recording 
secretary. A motion passed to close nom- 
inations and elect the nominee by accla- 
mation. The president by common consent 
cast the ballot of the Convention. 

136. George W. Schroeder (Tenn.) nom- 
inated W. Fred Kendall (Tenn.) for regis- 
tration secretary. A motion passed to 
close nominations and to elect the nom- 
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inee by acclamation. Secretary Allen was 
asked to cast the ballot of the Convention 
electing W. Fred Kendall, registration 
secretary. 

137. Chairman Ellis announced that the 
matter of making the president's address 
a fixed order would be considered at 9:30 
a.m. Friday. 

138. President Paschal1 recognized W. 
C. Boone (Tenn.), who was present for 
the fiftieth consecutive annual session of 
the Convention. 

139. George W. Cummins (Ga.) was 
recognized to present the Chaplains Com- 
mission report. He presented Arthur B. 
Rutledge (Ga.) to speak to the report, 
and William H. Geren (Ga.) was asked to 
lead the Convention in special prayer. 

140. Hardy M. Harrell (La.) presented 
the report of Southern Ba tist Hospitals. 
He presented members of the New Or- 
leans and Jacksonville staffs and spoke to 
the report. 

141. Davis C. Woolley .(Term.) pre- 
sented the report of the Historical Com- 
mission. He introduced Fred C. Schatz 
(Tenn.) as the chairman of the Commis- 
sion and then presented Penrose St. Am- 
ant (Ky.) to speak to the report. 

142. Daniel D. Bryson (Mo.) presented 
the re ort of the Committee on Denomin- 
ationa! Calendar, noting changes to be 
made in the printed calendar in the Book 
of Reports. A motion passed to approve 
the report with the changes indicated. 

143. Rabun L. Brantley (Tenn.) pre- 
sented the report of the American Baptist 
Theological seminary, '  in t roducing 
Herman F. Burns (Tenn.) as the chair- 
man of the Commission on the Seminary, 
and then introduced Charles E. Boddie, 
president of the Seminary, to speak to 
the report. 

144. Herschel H. Hobbs (Okla.) pre- 
sented the report of the Committee on 
Baptist State Papers. A motion passed to 
continue the committee for another year. 
(I t  is noted that the committee had al- 
ready been approved in the adopted re- 
port of the Committee on Committees.) 

145. James W. Storer (Tenn.) pre- 
sented the report of the Southern Baptist 
Foundation. Following the presentation 
of Mrs. Christine Bess and Mrs. Storer, he 
spoke to the report. 

146. The Convention joined in singing 
"There is a Name I Love to Hear." 

147. Foy Valentine presented the re- 
port of the Christian Life Commission. He 
called special attention to the part of the 
report emphasizing the aspect of world 
peace. 

148. Harold Coble (Calif.) moved to 
amend the report by adding to paragraph 
four of the part dealing with the responsi- 
bility of Christians the following: "How- 
ever this is not to suggest the withdrawal 
of United States forces from Vietnam 
apart from an honorable and just peace." 
A motion to table the o~iginal motion was 
defeated. Elliott Herweir (Va.1 moved to 
make the matter a special order at the 
end of the morning session. This motion 
was defeated. The previous question was 
moved but was ruled out of order by the 
chair. A motion to extend the time for 
discussion for five minutes passed. Dis- 
cussion by Carrington Paulette (Va.), 
Ernest White (Mo.), and Herschel H. 
Hobbs (Okla.) followed. A motion to 
refer the rnatter to the Committee on 
Order of Business for later consideration 
was defeated. A motion for the previous 
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question passed. The original motion to 
amend the report, as previously indicated, 
passed. 

149. A motion to extend the time by 
five minutes for further discussion of the 
Christian Life Commission report was 
defeated. 
150. Foy Valentine introduced United 

States Senator Mark Hatfield of Oregon, 
who had been invited to address the Con- 
ventinn. . - - - - - - - - . 

151. The recording secretary called at- 
tention to telegrams sent to the Conven- 
tion and read the following cable from 
the Israel Baptist Convention, by Dwight 
Baker: "Baptists in Israel convey greet- 
ings to our co-workers in the Great Com- 
mission and our faith in God and your 
prayers for great sources of strength in 
these days." Appropriate responses are to 
be made by the secretary. 

152. Special music was presented by Al, 
Fennel1 (Fla.). 

153. The closing message of the session 
was brought by Theodore I?. Adams (Va.). 

154. Secretary Kendall announced a 
necessary second ballot for second vice- 
president between John Abernathy and 
James M. Windham. The president ob- 
tained approval for the ballot to be taken 
immediately before the report of the 
Woman's Missionary Union at the evening 
session. 

155. Theodore K. Roberts (Calif.) led 
the Convention in prayer to close the 
morning session. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

Resoluti n No. 1-Appreciation for 
Host City and Others 

Miami Beach is one of the most pleas- 
ant places Southern Baptists are priv- 
ileged to conduct their Convention. Its 
adequate and comfortable convention hall, 
its numerous and comfortable hotels, the 
wonderful parking facilities and the hos- 
pitality of its officials, its police and its 
people have made this year one of the 
most memorable of conventions. We are 
deeply grateful for this hospitahty and 
kindness. 

We are also grateful for the consistent 
and adequate coverage given to us by 
the Miami daily newspapers. These have 
helped us see ourselves in better perspec- 
tive and have provided us records to take 
home with us. In the months to come we 
will have many pleasant memories be- 
cause of their faithfulness and their in- 
tegrity. 

We acknowledge with deepest appre- 
ciation the splendid coverage of out of 
town newspapers and take note that about 
35 daily and weekly newspapers and 55 
religious papers have been at  work in the 
press room and in the press gallery. We 
are very proud of the work of the Baptist 
Press and our press representatives as 
they serve their out of town guests. 

Radio and television coverage has been 
excellent. We appreciate very much the 
devoted and efficient service of the local 
stations as they have sought to present 
us acceptably to the citizens of greater 
Miami. 

The local committee has performed 
without reservation of time or strength in 
helping us feel welcome. The general 
chairmen are Hankins F. Parker and I. 
B. Hall. The chairmen of the sub-commit- 
tees are: 

................. Information Mrs. James Boston 
Mrs. R. A. Mullins 

.......................... Ushers W. B. Carson, Jr. 
J. E. Ferguson, Jr. 

.................................. First Aid Jim Benton 
Chester E. Poff 

.............................. Housing James Copeland 
R. P. Tomlinson 

.................................. Dinners Floyd Folsom 
Ray Melton 

Nursery ............................. Donald Manual 
Charles Stanley 

Transportation .......... Murray McCullough 
Wallace Rivers 

Post Office ............................ Ladislau Biro 
Martin Sapp 

Publicity ................ Homer G. Lindsey, Jr. 
Ray Spears 

Tours .......................... Thomas W. Watson 
Morris Elliott 

Registration ...................... Kelly Blanton 
Mrs. Ida M. C!ark 

Pages ...... -...Southern Baptist Convention 
Brotherhood 

Decorations ------.--... Association W. M. U. 
We appreciate their splendid services. 
We are especially grateful for the poise, 

good humor, and preciseness of the pre- 
siding of our distinguished president, Dr. 
II. Franklin Paschall. He has performed 
with distinction and effectiveness the diffi- 
cult duties of his high office. We are grate- 
ful too for those who have assisted him 
so well, for the vice presidents, Fred D. 
Hubbs, and Howard 8. Aultman; for the 

secretaries, Clifton J. Allen and Mr. Fred 
Kendall; and for the treasurer and execu- 
tive secretary of the Executive Commit- 
tee, Porter Routh. The services of these 
men have been indispensible to the suc- 
cess of the Convention. 

Resolution No. 2-On Separation of 
Church and State 

WHEREAS, the.Southern Baptist Con- 
vention reiterated in 1963 ~ t s  historlc posi- 
tion for separation of Church and State 
in its Statement on Baptlst Faith and 
Message in these words: 
"Church and State should be separate. 
The State owes to every church pro- 
tection and full freedom in the pursuit 
of its spiritual ends. In providing for 
such freedom no ecclesiastical group or 
denomination should be favored by the 

. . .  State more than any other the 
Church should not resort to the civil 

. . .  R ower to carry on its work the State 
as no right to impose taxes for the 

support of any form of religion." 
and 

WHEREAS, we desire to see all rights 
and freedoms guaranteed by the Constl- 
tution and Bill of Rights secured unto all 
persons, and 

WHERAS, an increasingly complex so- 
ciety constantly raises new questions in 
application of the separation principle, 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that 
this 1967 session of the Southern Baptist 
Convention reaffirm its 1963 declaration 
for separation of Church and State, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we 
urge the Congress of the United States to 
enact legislation which would help clarify 
responsibility of the judiciary to interpret 
the meaning of the United States Con- 
stitution for separation of Church and 
State, including constitutionality of fed- 
eral funds in church-sponsored programs, 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we 
remind all who call themselves Baptists, 
distinguish carefully the services that are 
publicly su ported from the Christian 
ministries tEat should be supported ex- 
clusively by the churches and hold to 
programs that are clearly committed to 
Christ and His kingdom. 

Resolution No. 3-On Population 
Explosion 

WHEREAS, God has blessed us with 
the knowledge and skills of medical sci- 
ence for the benefit of mankind, and 

WBEREAS, overpopulation and the 
threat of mass starvation is posing an in- 
creasing problem in many parts of the 
world, and 

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of 
parents to determine the desirable size 
of families and the spacing of children so 
as to provide adequately for them as well 
as for the well-being of the parents, 
changes according to the times, and 

WHEREAS, the Biblical concept of 
marriage teaches sexual companionship 
of husband and wife, the procreation of 
children, the worth and dignity of a hu- 
man life, 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that 
the Southern Baptist Convention com- 
mends to those married couples who de- 
sire it and who may be benefited by it, 
the judicious use of medically approved 
methods of planned parenthood and the 
dissemination of planned parenthood in- 
formation. 

Res luti n N . 4-On Peace 
WHEREAS, peaceful relationships be- 

tween the nat~ons are desirable; and, 
WHEREAS, many nations are being 

invaded b ideological subversiveness, po- 
litical inkra t ion,  and military apgres- 
sion; and, 

WBEREAS, our national government 
in its strength has made commitments to 
defend the right of self-determination by 
the people of many smaller countries; 
and, 

WHEREAS, there appears within con. 
scientious men a need to reconcile the 
Christian's pursuit of peace with the pa- 
triot's prosecution of defensive was; now, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, ,by 
the Southern Baptist Convention meetlng 
in annual session on June 2, 1967, in 
Miami Beach, Florida; that, 

FIRST, we encourage a search of Scrip- 
tures for principles which set forth one's 
responsibilities both to  God and to  
country; and, that, 

SECONDLY, we assure our duly elected 
leaders in government that we support 
them in developing strong and wise poli- 
cies, in pursuing a just peace in Viet- 
nam, and in helping to maintain order In 
the world; and, that, 

THIRDLY, we uphold in prayer men 
who are engaged in restrictive measures 
against destructive forces of invasion so 
that law and order may obtain. 

Resolution No. 5-On American 
Bible Society 

WHEREAS, this Convention recognizes, 
first, that wides read distribution of the 
printed Word of God is a basic need in 
mission work around the world, and sec- 
ond, that missionary advance calls for 
even greater distribution of Bibles, .New 
Testaments, Gospels, other indlyldual 
books of the Bible, and shorter Scripture 
selections, and 

WHEREAS, we recognize that the Am- 
erican Bible Society renders an essential 
worldwide missioliary service through 
translating and publishing the Scriptures 
without note or comment and through 
distr ibuting them without profit and 
usually below cost, and 

WHEREAS, we recognize that the Am- 
erican Bible Society is rendering an addi- 
tional special servite through providing, 
without charge, to the  Chaplains, Scrip- 
tures for distribution to the men and 
women of the Armed Forces and to pa- 
tients in Veterans Hospitals, and, 

WHEREAS, we recognize that the Am- 
erican Bible Society, in cooperation with 
34 other national Bible Societies, is now 
engaged in a program of worldwide mis- 
sionary advance, with the theme, "God's 
Word for a New Age," seeking to place 
the printed Word of God in the hands, 
hearts, and lives of more people, in more 
lands, in more languages, 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, 
that we fraternally urge all our churches 
and our people to make worthy contribu- 
tions to the work of the American Bible 
Society, in order to provide the Scrip- 
tures needed for the missionarv advance 
to which we are committed, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
we encourage state conventions, associa- 
tions and churches to emphasize in their 
own programs the need for a wider read- 
ing and sharing of the Holy Scriptures in 
our own land and throughout the world. 
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PURPOSE OF THE 
CONVENTION 

"It is the purpose of the Convention 
to provide a general organizabon for 
Baptists in the Untted States and its ter- 
ritories for the promot~on of Chrlst~an 
missions at home and abroad, and any 
other objects such as Christian education, 
benevolent enterprises, and soclal ser- 
vices which it may deem proper and.ad- 

SURVEY OF MESSENGERS 
Wednesday A.M., May 31, 1967 

1. Your age (nearest birthday): 
479 under 30 511 ~ 5 0  - 54 
595 30 - 34 398 55 - 59 
744 35 - 39 293 60 - 64 
751 40 - 44 234 65 - UP 
645 45 - 49 4650 Total 

visable for ttfe furtherance of the king- 
dom of God. 2. Sex: Male 3,057 

-The Constitution, Article I1  CONVENTION AVAILABLE Female 1,626 
ON TAPE Total 4,683 

MISSIONARY The Southern Baptist Convention, in- 3a of to 
APPOINTEES cluding the Woman's Missionary Union 1.029 Plane 

meet~ng, the Pastors' Conference, and 3.366 Car 
New missionaries to be presented to the the Music Conference, will be recorded , 

216 Train 
Southern Baptist Convention on Thursday by the commission ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d i ~ ~ ~  53 Bus 
night, June 1, are: are 3 IPS unless stated otherwise. 5 Boat or other 
AFRICA: Dr. and Mrs. Robert S. Bur- 4.669 Total 

ney, Rabun Gap, Ga., Nigeria; Miss Jane WMU Meeting 
Ellen Gaines, Talladega, Ala., Nigeria; Two 1200 foot tapes, four hours $ 6.00 4. DO you plan to attend the Friday 
Miss Ruth Ann Hall, Memphis, Tenn., Ni- Three 1200 foot tapes, six hours $ 8.00 evedng session of the Convention? 
geria; Mr. and Mrs. W. Glenn Henderson, Pastors, Conference Yes 1,468 
Hopkinsville, Ky., Liberia (missionary as- ~h~~~ 1800 foot tapes, No 3,186 
sociates); Dr. and Mrs. John A. Nickell, nlne hours ................ ..-------------- $11.00 Total 4,654 
Jr., Hobart, Okla., Nigeria; Mrs. Newman 
F. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l l ~ ~ ,  Marion, Ala., Nigeria (mls- Southern Baptist Convention 5. Did any other member(s) of your im- 
sionary associate); Rev. and Mrs. Dick A. Three 1800 foot tapes, mediate family accompany you to 
Rader, Tecumseh, Okla., Zambia; MISS 

nlne hours ................... .. .."--.--. $11.00 Miami for the Conventlonf 
Sue Thompson, Warrensburg, Mo., Ni- Yes 3,182 
geria, Dr. and Mrs. Louis E. Carlin, Col. Two 1200 foot tapes. No 1,487 
linsville, Okla., Ghana; Mr. and Mrs. Billy two hours (7 35 IPS) .------------ $ 6.00 Total 4,669 
Bob Moore, Beaumont, Tex., Uganda. Orders will be taken at  the Radio-TV 

LATIN AMERICA: Rev. and Mrs. J. Commission Booth No. 35 in Exhibit Hall. 6. Including this One, how many 'Outhem 

Rodolph Dixon, Cayce, S. C., Peru; Rev. Baptist Conventions have you attended? 
and Mrs. Clint Kimbrough, Brooksville, 948 1 (This is my first) 
Fla., South Brazil; Rev. and Mrs. Donald ORGAN 607 2 793 3-4 K. Laing, Hobbs, N. Mex., South Brazil; The Convention is grateful to the 
Rev. and Mrs. Everett L. Parsons, Jr., Binder Piano and Organ Company, 2020 1,026 5 - 9 
Madison, Term., Ecuador; Rev. and Mrs. Biscayne Boulevard, Miami, Florida, for 643 10 - 14 
James H. Stiles, Jr., Alamogordo, N. their co-operative efforts in furnishing a 334 15- 19 
Colombia; Rev. and Mrs. C. Dennis Treat, Baldwin organ for the sessions of the 265 20- 29 
Oklahoma City, Okla., Uruguay; Rev. and Southern Baptist Convention. The organ 107 30 or more 
Mrs. James A. Williams, Jr., ReedleY, was manufactured by the Baldwin Organ 4,723 Total 
Calif., Mexico (missionary associates). Company in Cincinnati, Ohio. 7. Your preference of time for annual 

MIDDLE EAST: Miss Johnnie Brasuell, Southern Baptist Convention: 
Council Hill, Okla., Yemen; Rev. Merrel 
P. Callaway, Chatham, N. J., Morocco FOR SALE -632 3rd week in May 
(missionary associates). SPEECHES 781 Last week in May 

1,064 1st week in June EUROPE: Rev. Charles W. Oliver, Bays- The speech sales booth still has some field, Colo., Italy. 969 2nd week in June 
ORIENT: Rev. Samuel Choy, Honolulu, speeches left. Some titles are exhausted 660 3rd week in June 

Hawaii. (missionary associate); Rev. and and others are fast. 625 4th week in June 
Mrs. Ruford B. Hodges, Jr., Florence, The booth is located in the front lobby 4,731 Total 

S. C., Orient. next to the registration desk. 8. Which one activity a t  the annual 
Convention most needs increased 
emphasis? 

1,052 Business matters 
1,014 Discussion of social/moral issues 
1,022 Preachin 

95 Reports &om agencies 
1,524 None . . . current emphases are 

adequate 
4,701 Total 

9. Which of these schedules for (1) Con- 
vention sesslons and (2) other meet- 
ings (W. M. U., Pastors Conference, 
etc.) is most preferable? 

598 Convention-Mon. p.m. thru Thurs. 
p.m.; Other-Beginning Fri. a.m. 

896 Other-Beginning Mon. a.m.; Con- 
vention - Mon. p.m. thru Thurs. 
p.m. 

2,059 Other-Beginning Mon. a.m.; Con- 
vention-Tues. p.m. thru Fri, p.m. 

1,164 Convention-Thurs. p.m. thru Mon. 
p.m.; Other-Beginning preceding 
Wed. 

4,717 Total 
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ROUNDUP FOR FRIDAY PMS 

MIAMI BEACH -- Southern Bapt i s t s ,  o f t en  c a l l c d  the  problem c h i l d  amorg Protes tants  
fo r  zcfusing t o  a f f i l i a t e  with othcr r e l i ~ i o u s  bodics, were urged Friday morning t o  
reach for new pla tcaus  of cooperation shor t  of organic union. 

The plea. for Southern Bap t i s t s  t o  work more cooperat ively with others  wae made i n  
a fec:tv..:-e address by J. D. Grey of New Orleans, president of the  10.9 mi l l ion  member 
denomination :.n 1952-54. 

Recall ing how Southern Baptiets have e l i c i t e d  t h e  cooperation of o ther  denominational 
groupo ox such : s a c s  as temperance, law enforcement, s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  and corruption i n  
government, Grcy t o l d  15,000 fel low messengers "we need them and they need us." 

Grey sug&csted Southern Bap t i s t s  consider the plight of their foreign missionaries 
whcn they begin t a  baik. 

Out there, a11 Chrtatians "e i the r  hang together ... or hang separately" i n  the b a t t l e  
'kfith "pagar hordcs,I1 Grey sa id .  

Grcy shared t h e  morning session with representatives of agencies making annual 
progrcss reports. The 110th meeting of the  Southern Bapt is t  Convention cloees a four-day 
run Friday nig11;: :ri.th an emphasis on youth. 

I n  laying. b s z k ~ r m n d  fol: h i s  p l e a - f o r  more cooperation, Grey opened on ecumenism 
and ascount cf h i s  working re la t ionsh ips  with other faiths as pastor  of New Orleans' 
First J a p t i ~ r  Shu~ch. 

"EcumecL~.;n is a worri being widely used today. It: is used most inappropriately by 
bony. To sGmo i c  means just one thing: 'organic union--a world church,' In i t s  
der ivat ion from the Zreek i t  means 'worldwide, universa l ' .  Basicly, it is not n bad 
ward, It is made bad on1.y by i t s  misuoe and improper applicat ion."  

Grey said t>crc was great deal of room for  cooperation with o ther  ~FOUPS short of 
organic union, H e  cited Chr i s t i an  fellowship, brother ly  love and uni ty  of s p i r i t .  

The pr--"!.:c of cxclusinrism i n  th i s  age i s  a luxury Southern Baptiate can ill 
afford, he szid. He c x p r ~ s s e d  i t  this way: 

"As Southern Baptists our image has often becn marred by an exclueivism t h a t  hne 
kept u s  i n  our  l o c a l  communities £ram being good neighbors and f r i ends  of other ~ h r i s t i h s ,  
cooperating with them i n  worthy p ro jec t s  upon which we agree. 

"Flc can no lcnger ba little i s o l a t e d  i s l ands  i n  t h e  great occan of mankind, We 
cannot, w e  must no t ,  draw up our phar ienica l  robcs about us  and rcmain aloof from other 
Chr i s t i ans  and mcn of good w i l l . 1 '  

Insisting he wasn't an "e~umaniac ,~ '  Grey also asked messengers not t o  brand him a 
! l l ibera l l l  i f  he tipped h i s  hat to  the w i f e  of a Methodiet preacher. 

Grey said  he fc-und out  i n  1937 i n  New Orleans he had t o  cooperate with other re- 
l ig ious  denomj.nations i n  civic and community projects t o  bu i ld  a b e t t e r  city. He pre- 
dicted messenger:< going there for thc 1968 meeting of the denomination w i l l  f ind  it: a 
better c i t y  than wbzn Southern Bap t i s t s  met the re  30 years ago. 

Xf Bn tists kak the r cog r a t i o n  t ca  t i d  t h e  igfjt start  the prnc tlse wfth eacn af:icr n@f 168  t o  BBsaGree v ~ t k o u ~  6EfgZ 8fsagreegb'Pe. 
Mes ennnrs c l  scd t a c t i v i t / e a  Thu sdo with o i t  en 

by ~ l n u ~ f  r e p a t s  from Pbir wmm s mlasfonaTy arm ~ ~ W ~ ~ Y D % E P ~ F & # ' B ~ E ~ .  influenced 

Thc foscien mj.ssions agency reported i t  s- spcnding $28,022,300 t h i s  year t o  provide 
s s ionar o r t  and o er m i  is r e nd t o  cons ruc b ldingf fhroughour the  world. $!i! curren?~$?%~ervlses  €be warE o!i $ , l o t  missionorkes in g5 eou r es. 
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MILMI BELCH--Southern Bqt is t s  w c r c  adviscd Thursday n i g h t  thcy d i d n ' t  nccd t o  kec? 
t h c  fa i th ,  baby, thcy ncedcd t o  l i v c  i t .  

While B i l l  R .  O'Bricn, a missionnry t o  Indonesia ,  gavc t h c  s p e c i f i c  advice, o thc r  
B a p t i s t  lcadcrs sup7orted i t  i n  a program complctcly pcrmcnted wi th  missions. 

Thc occasion was t h e  annunl r e p o r t s  t o  mcsscngcss of thc 10.9 million-rncmbcr 
denomination from t h c i r  woman's missionnry arm and t h c i r  Foreign Mission Board which 
supcrv iscs  2,208 mis s ionnr i c s  i n  64 c o u n t r i c s .  

The 110th annunl mcccing w i l l  c l o s c  3 four-day run Friday n i g h t  a t  Convention Ha l l  
w i t h  registration expcctcd t o  h i t  15,000 bcforc  t h c  last ttLmcnlf i s  s a i d .  

Mrs. Robcrt F l i n g  of Clcburne, Tcx., p r c s i d c n t  of Woman's Missionary Union, opcncd 
an a s s a u l t  t o  p r i c k  tho conscicncc of Southern B a p t i s t s  about missions when ehc t o l d  the  
mcsscngcrs what ' s  expected of them i n  the f u t u r c .  

Southcrn Baptists must begin by i d e n t i f y i n g  thcmsclves wi th  human nccds,  she  s a i d ,  
i n  rccommcnding a program of mission action f o r  men and womcn t o  cvery church. 

Defining mission action as i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and involvcmcnt, Mrs. F l ing  ea id  a h i t  
and run m i n i s t r y  and witncss t o  people i s  incrdcquatc. 

"We must f i r s t  demonstrate t h c  lovc  of God, then  d c c l a r c  it." 

Don't cxpcct  t h e  work t o  be easy,  ~ h c  caut ioned,  f o r  becoming involved i n  t h c  
pr ivate  d r m a  of personal crisis is  demanding. 

"Mission a c t i o n  may c a l l  f o r  changcs i n  our churches. It may t e s t  and d isprove  
some of our p a s t  t o c h n i q u ~ ~  and c tpp r~ochcs , ' ~  shc  s a i d .  

" In  thc f u t u r e  w c  may be t a l k i n g  l c s s  about thc F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church on t h e  corner  
of Grand Avcnuc and morc about thc c h i l d r c n  on Rivcr Rood and men and womcn i n  t h c  
shadowed highways and byways of the  world.lt 

"I do no t  know of a b c t t c r  c u r e  f o r  t h c  so-ca l led  c d i f i c c  complcx than t o  l c t  our 
conversa t ions  bc permcatcd w i t h  rc fcrcncus  t o  wcck-dcy m i n i s t r i e s  within t h c  church and 
out rcach  p r o j c c t s  such aa a mission Vacation Bib lc  School i n  a migrant camp o r  rmntldfnl 
reading  c l a a s c s  i n  a housing project." 

Mrs. F l i n g  s a i d  Southcrn B a p t i s t s  must kccp i n  mind they arc mccting b a s i c  human 
nccds i n  the name of Jeeua Chris t  a s  wcll as witnessing of H i s  powcr t o  save. 

"Let nonc hide behind t h e  o l d  cxcusc by saying t h i s  i s  a o c i a l  gospcl. This  is  no t  
social gospel. It i s  t h c  gospel  of J c sus  C h r i s t  a t  work." 

Baker James Cauthcn, exccut ivc  s c c r c t a r y  of t he  Foreign Mission Board, prcscntcd  
t h c  annual r e p o r t  of his agcncy h igh l igh ted  by t h c  announccmont 207 ncw mis s iona r i c s  
wcrc appointed i n  1966. 

Since January 1, 1966 mies iona r i c s  have opcncd B q t i s t  work i n  Bcrmudo, Morocco, 
E th iop ia  and Botawnna. 

Most of t h e  f o r e i g n  mission emphasis was on t h c  Crusadc of t h c  h c r i c a s ,  an 
c v a n g c l i s t i c  c f f o r t  plnnncd for 1969 by B a p t i s t s  i n  North, Cen t ra l ,  and South h e r i c r r .  

Cauthcn s a i d  t h c  basc  s a l n r i c s  of mi se iona r i c s  arc being r cv i scd  and t h c  orientation 
program f o r  mi s s iona r i e s  cxpanded t o  16 w a ~ k s  t o  prepare  them morc adequately f o r  problcms 
thcy may cncountcr on t h c i r  assignmcnta. 

Thc Foreign Mission Board i e  spcnding $28,022,300 t o  provide missionary suppor t ,  
o thc r  m i n i s t r i e s ,  and c o n s t r u c t  bu i ld ings ,  Cnuthcn s a i d .  



ROUNDU? FOR FRIDAY LMS 

In  a bus iness  s c s s i o n  c a r l i c r  i n  t h c  day t h e  mcsscngcrs r e - e l ec t ed  t h r e e  Nnshvil lc ,  
Tcnn., mcn t o  new one-year tcrms, Thcy wcrc P o r t e r  Routh, t r e a s u r e r ;  C l i f t o n  t l l c n ,  
record ing  s e c r e t a r y ,  and W i l l i a m  Freder ick  Kendall ,  r e g i s t r a t i o n  s e c r e t a r y .  

The messengers a l s o  s e l e c t e d  Douglas Hudgina, pastor of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of 
Jcckson, Miss., t o  d e l i v e r  t he  convention sermon on opcnina n i g h t  of t h c  1968 mccting 
i n  New Orleans. b l t c r n a t c  preacher  w i l l  bc John Newport, pro fceso r  of philosophy Q t  

Southwestern B a p t i s t  Thcologicnl Scminary a t  F o r t  Worth. 

Thc mcsscngcrs a l s o  wcrc asked t o  cons idcr  r c s o l u t i o n s  on getting tough i n  Vietnam 
and in stamping out  obsceni ty  and f i l t h  i n  l i t c r a t u r c  and entertainment. Both wcre 
referrcd t o  n r e s o l u t i o n s  c o m i t t c c  which reports t o  t h e  mcsscngcrs Friday morning. 

Roy 0. Joncs,  pos to r  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of Fountain City near  Knoxville, Tenn., 
prcacntcd the r e s o l u t i o n  " t o  win t h e  war i n  Vietnam" and O.K. Armstrong of Sp r ing f i e ld ,  
Mo., t he  onc t o  "combat t h c  vast cvi l  i n f lucncc  of obscenity i n  l i t c r a t u r c  and cn te r -  
tainmcnt." 

Mcsscngers ngrccd t o  cons idcr  Friday t h c  p o s s i b l c  appointment of a study committee 
t o  d i scuss  arcas of cooperat ion bctwcen the  denomination and othcr  evange l i ca l  groups, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  witness and evangelism, but  n o t  organic  union. L l a s t a i r  Walker of G r i f f i n ,  
Ga., mode t h e  r aques t .  

Messengers acceptcd the r e p o r t  of t h e i r  c o n t r o v e r r i a l  C h r i s t i a n  Life Commission 
c a l l i n g  f o r  open d i scuss ion  and pub l i c  debatc about thc courac of Unitcd S t a t c s  a c t i o n  
i n  Vietnam after  inserting a clarifying phrase.  

Harold Coble of Westminis ter ,  C a l i f . ,  won h i s  poin t  by cidding tho  s tatcmcnt  that  
t h e  r c p o r t  i n  no way waB suggesting the withdrawal of Unitcd Stntcs troops from Vietnam 
a p a r t  from on honorable and just peace. 

Unitcd Statcs Scnctor Mark Hat'ficld of Oregon spoke t o  t h e  commission's r c p o r t .  

Roy Jcnn ing s 
6-1-67 
12 noon 
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ADDRESS TO TEE S0UT;IERPJ BAPTIST CONVENTION 

By Porter -!. Eouth 
Executive Secretary, SBC Executive Committee 

Speaking to the Report of thc Eaptist Joint Committee 
On Public Affairs to the SBC 

Forty-seven years ago on a warm Sunday afternoon in 'lashington, D. C., 
Dr. George 7. Truett stood on the east steps of the Capitol in !,lashington and 
delivered his famous sermon on Baptists and religious liberty. 

!!orld Yar I had just come to a close. The war had closed, but the door 
had opened to world revolution and world ferment. Government was taking a 
new role in the lives of citizens. There were new threatening clouds which 
were faced in the area of religious liberty. 

"God wants free worshippers and no other kind" Dr. Truett asserted at 
the outset and then asked the quesrion which has relevancy in 1967 at Miami 
Beach as it had nearly a half century ago: 

"lJhac: is the explanation of the consistent and notably praiseworthy 
record of our plain Baptist people in the realm of religious liberty?" he asked, 
Ile then w e n t  on to answer his own question. 

"It is not because Baptists are inherently better than their neighbors--we 
would make no such arragant claim ... Ilappy are our Baptist people to live side 
by side with our neighbors of other Christian faiths...The spiritual union of 
all true believers in Christ is now and ever will be a blessed reality, and such 
union is deeper and higher and more enduring than any and all forms and rituals 
and organizations, Tlhoever believes in Christ as his personal saviour is our 
brother in the common salvation, whether he be a member of one communion or 
another, or of no communion at all." 

Dr. Truett pressed the qucstion again. "How is it, then, that Baptists, 
more than any other people in the world, have forever been the protagonists of 
religious libcrty, and its compatriot, civil liberty?" 

"It is, in a word," Dr. Truett asserted, "because of our essential and 
fundamental principles," What are these fundamental Baptist principles which 
compel Baptists in Europe, in America, in same far-off sea-girt island, to be 
forever contending for unrestricted religious liberty? First of all, and explain- 
ing all the rest, is the doctrine of absolute lordship of Jesus Christ. That 
doctrine is for Baptists the dominant fact in all their Christian experience, 
the nerve center of all their Christian life, the bedrock of all their church 
polity, the sheet anchor of all their hopes, the climax and crown of all their 
rejoicing." 

Some dozen years passed before the Convention structured its concern in 
the field of religious liberty Eor the appointment of a special committee. It 
was not until 1937 that the function of the committee was enlarged and it was 
given the specific name of the Committee on Public Affairs. Since those days 
of flashing light amidst the dark in 1920, nations have multiplied by the score. 
Papulations have doubled and doubled again. Science has rattled the earth with 
its atom and hydrogen bombs, and has hurled men into outer space. Instant 
communications have shriveled the giant earth to a small neighborhood. 

(more) 



Governments have become involved i n  t h e  day by day, hour by hour,  and minute by 
minute a c t i v i t i e s  of i t s  c i t i z e n s ,  Heal th,  educat ion and perhaps even peace of 
mind are considered t o  be n a t i o n a l  a s s e t s  r a t h e r  than  personal  goa l s .  

I n  t h e  midst  of these growing complcxFties, t h e  Bap t i s t  J o i n t  Cormnittee on 
Publ ic  A f f a i r s  s t i l l  be l i eves  t h a t  r e l i g i o ~ ~ s  l i b e r t y  i s  rooted  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of 
the gospel ,  i n  t h e  lo rdsh ip  of Jesus Christ. 

Acting on t h i s  s o l i d  foundat ion,  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on Publ ic  
A f f a i r s  has been given t h e  mandate " t o  a c t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of pub l i c  a f f a i r s  whenever 
t h e  i n t e r e s t  or  r i g h t s  of t h c  cooperat ing conventions which c o n s t i t u t e  the committee 
c a l l  f o r  a conference o r  nego t i a t i on  wi th  the  govsrnmenr of t h e  United S t a t e s  o r  
w i th  any government, o r  whenever B a p t i s t  p r i n c i p l e s  a r e  involved i n ,  o r  a r e  
jeopardized through governmental ac t ion ,  o r  when any of t h c  copperat ing conventions 
o r  any of t h e i r  agencies  may r e f e r  t o  t h e  J o i n t  Committee any mat te r  of common 
i n t e r e s t  o r  concern, f o r  cons ide ra t ion  and reconimenddtion.': 

The B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee i s  a l s o  "empo\;eied t o  snunciate, commend and 
defend the  h i s t o r i c  Bap t i s t  p r i n c i p l e  of religious freedom sr i th  p a r t i c u l a r  
a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  sepa ra t ion  of church and s t a t e  as imbeded i n  t h e  Cons t i t u t ion  
of t h e  United Sta t cs ;  (lo communicate and coinmend t o  t h e  F re s idcn t ,  Congress, c o u r t s ,  
and departments of  t h e  f ede ra l  governments o r  s t a t e  goverilmsrrLs such d e c l a r a t i o n s  
as B a p t i s t s  from time t o  time o f f i c i a l l y  adopt concerning publ ic  ma t t e r s ,  t o  make 
such c o n t r a c t s  w i th  the  va r ious  departments o f  any eovernme~lt el: may be  found 
necessary o r  d e s i r a b l e  in t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  t r a n s a c t i o n  of l e g a l  o r  o t h e r  bus iness  
between such government and the  B a p t i s t  agencies  o r  approved r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  
and t o  inform t h e  B a p t i s t  cons t i t uenc ie s  of governmenr~l  movements and measures 
a f f e c t i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  he ld  essentially t o  t r u e  r e l a t i o n s  between church and s t a t e  
and the r i g h t  a p p l i c a t i o n  of C h r i s t i a n i t y  t o  t k e  l i f e  of t h e  na t ion .  The P u p t i s t  
J o i n t  Committee s h a l l  t ransmi t  through i t s  c o n s t i t u e n t  ccmmittces t o  t h e  coapera t ing  
conventions and/or  t h e i r  p r o p e r  agencies ,  any f ind ings  t h a t  r c s u l t  from i t s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  x.~d research  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of pub l i c  ::ffai~s, toge ther  w i th  any 
recommendations which i n  i t s  judgement need t o  be considcrecl by t h e  coopera t ing  
convent i ons .  " 

This msndate, which comes from a noble hdritage bear ing  such names as 
John Smythe, Thomas IIeiwys,  Roger ':illiams, I s x c  Rackus, Jo l~u  Leland, and 
George I J .  T r u c t t  ir, carried on by a small  bu t  cff e c t i v e  s t a f f  v11o &re  dedicated 
t o  p r i n c i p l e s  which are based on t h e  lo rdsh ip  o f  Jesus  C h r i s t ,  an6 a l l  t h a t  t h a t  
means, i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of  a mat: t o  h i s  Coci and t o  h i s  government. 

D r .  - 7 .  Sarry G c ~ r e t t ,  former e d i t o r  of t h e  Arizona Bap t i s t  paper ,  i s  
d i r e c t o r  of t h e  information s e r v i c e s  of t h e  Bap t i s t  J o i n t  Cornmitree and has a  
s i g n i f i c e n t  p l a c e  i n  keeping Southern B i ~ p t i s t s  and a11 G a p t i s t s  informed about 
va r ious  r r ~ n d s  i n  gov(2rnment which affcc: t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y .  

Hr. James M. Sapp, f o r  t t ~ e l v c  years  t l l c  program deve1opmcl:t d i r e c t o r  f o r  
t h e  Brotherhood Commission of t h e  Soutllern Bap t i s t  C o n v e n t i ~ n ~  i s  d i r e c t o r  of 
t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  s e r v i c e s ,  and r e c e n t l y  ha. been given t h e  added r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
of e d i t i n g  the magazine, Report f rom t h e  Cap i to l .  Mr. Sapp a l s o  has major 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  development of conferences on r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  both 
i n  ' J a s h i n g t o ~  :-ad i n  t h e  var ious  s t a t e s .  

D r .  :7alfred 11. Peterson,  directo; of research  f o r  t h e  Bap t i s t  Joint Committee, 
has  had lonz  experience i n  t h e  f i e l d  of po l i t i . ca l  scicncc,  ;ad i s  making a  growing 
con t r ibu t ion  t o  B a p t i s t  l i f e  by h i s  in-depch studi.es o f  t r ends  and b a s i c  phi losophies  
which a r e  of concern t o  a l l .  

The d i r e c t o r  of t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on R ~ b l i c  A f f a i r s  i s  
D r .  C .  Emanual Carl.son, D r .  Carlson grew up a: a member of the B a p t i s t  General 
Conference but  f o r  nea r ly  four teen  yea r s  nevi has served as the  d i rec to r  of t h e  
s t a f f  on t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee. D r .  Carlson i s  e dedicated layman, a t r a i n e d  
p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t ,  recognized by members of Congress and by C h r i s t i a n s  around the 
world as a dependable a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a  of r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y .  It i s  a  real 
p r i v i l e g e  t o  present  him t o  Southern B a p t i s t s .  
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ADDRESS TO THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 

by James L. P l e i t z  
Pas to r ,  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church 

Pensaco l a ,  F l a .  

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION: James L .  P l e i t z  has  been p a s t o r  of t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, 
Pensacola,  F l a . ,  s i n c e  1959. A n a t i v e  of Arkansas,  t h e  39-year-old m i n i s t e r  is  former 
p a s t o r  of Grand Avenue B a p t i s t  Church i n  F o r t  Smith, Ark., and F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, 
Bentonvi l le ,  Ark. H e  i s  a gradua te  of Ouachita B a p t i s t  Un ive r s i t y  i n  Arkadelphia ,  Ark., 
and t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary, L o u i s v i l l e ,  K .  

MANDATE TO MINISTER THROUGH THE LAITY 
Ephesians 4: 1- 13 

( P h i l  l ips Trans l a t  ion)  

It would be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  know how many p a s t o r s  l i v e  i n  s p l i t  l e v e l  houses.  Perhaps 
t h i s  has  a l r eady  been determined.  I have been f i l l i n g  o u t  3 l o t  of ques t ionnar ies '  l a t e l y ,  

There i s  something appea l ing  about a  s p l i t  l e v e l  house. It g i v e s  a fe l low a chance 
t o  move up i n  t h e  world.  On t h e  o t h e r  hand t h e r e  is something a p p a l l i n g  about a  s p l i t  
l e v e l  church. The a r c h i t e c t  of t h e  church never intended f o r  such a church t o  exist. 

The sad  t r u t h  i s  t h a t  most of t h e  pastors he re  today p a s t o r  s p l i t  l e v e l  congrega t ions .  
There is  a marked d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  m i n i s t e r  and t h e  members of t h e  congregat ion.  

We are f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of the m i n i s t e r ,  but just what is the r o l e  
of t h e  so -ca l l ed  "layman" i n  t h e  church today.  I say s o - c a l l e d  layman because I am not  s o  
s u r e  t h i s  is a good word. It is  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  u s e  of t h e  word "layman" has 
con t r ibu t ed  somewhat t o  t h e  problem. Howard Bu t t  sugges t s  t h a t  we use t h e  word "lay-minis- 
t e r "  i n s t e a d .  A s t r o n g  c a s e  can be made f o r  us ing  t h i s  word lay-minis te r  i n s t ead  of layman. 

What is  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  l ay -min i s t e r  i n  the church today? Perhaps before  w e  seek an 
answer t o  t h i s  ques t ion ,  we should ask another  one. What was t h e  role of the  l a i t y  i n  the  
e a r l y  New Testament church? 

I. THE ROLE OF THE LAITY I N  THE EARLY CHURCH 

The e a r l y  church was e s s e n t i a l l y  a lay movement. A s  a matter of f a c t  J e sus  was a 
l ay -min i s t e r .  H e  was never ordained.  They asked Him f o r  h i s  c r e d e n t i a l s .  "By what 
a u t h o r i t y  do you do t he se  th ings? ' '  He had no c r e d e n t i a l s  except  t h e  changed l i v e s  around 
Him (Matthew 11: 5) .  

The a p o s t l e s  were l ay -min i s t e r s .  N o  hands were l a i d  on them i n  o r d i n a t i o n .  I f  t h e r e  
i s  an a p o s t o l i c  succession, they were no t  p a r t  of i t .  

When Je sus  s e n t  ou t  t h e  seventy,  they were l ay -min i s t e r s .  The seventy came back s o  
e n t h u s i a s t i c  they could ha rd ly  con ta in  themselves (Luke 10: 17 ) .  These men, bubbling wi th  
enthusiasm, were members of t h e  l a i t y .  

The f irst  man called an e v a n g e l i s t  i n  the  Bib le  was a l ay -min i s t e r .  P h i l l i p  was the  
most sought a f t e r  e v a n g e l i s t  of h i s  day. H e  was a  member of t h e  l a i t y .  

Look a t  t h i s  word, l a i t y ,  f o r  a moment. A s  you know t h e  word l a i t y  comes from t h e  
Greek word, l aos .  It l i t e r a l l y  means t h e  people of God, 

- more - 
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Now loolc f o r  a moment a t  another  word, Kleros .  From t h i s  Greek word we g e t  t h e  word 
c l e r g y .  Hendrik Kraemer makes a most i n t e r e s t i n g  and r e v e a l i n g  observa t ion  about t he se  two 
words, Laos and k l e r o s ,  as they  a r e  used i n  t h e  New Testament.  Be s a i d  they  r e f e r r e d  t o  the  
same group of people .  A l l  C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  God's l aos ,  l a i t y ,  and a l l  C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  God's 
k l e r o s ,  c l e rgy .  

I n  our  minds t h e s e  two words r e f e r  t o  d i f f e r e n t  groups of people .  The New Testament 
knew no such d i v i s i o n .  The t w o  words r e f e r r e d  t o  one people - t he  people of God. These 
people ,  t h e  people of God, a l though they were few i n  number tu rned  t h e  world upside down 
f o r  C h r i s t .  What about  today? It could hard ly  be s a i d  t h a t  w e  a r e  tu rn ing  t h e  world up- 
s i d e  down. There a r e  those  who i n s i s t  t h e  world i s  t u rn ing  t h e  church upside down. 

11. THE PROBLEMS FACING THE CHURCHES TODAY 

Take a look around, t h e  p i c t u r e  is not  a p r e t t y  one. I am not a pes s imi s t  by n a t u r e .  
I am t h e  kind of guy who can be l y ing  f o u r  i n  a s and t r ap  on a t h r e e  par  ho l e  and s t i l l  
t h i n k  he can pa r  i t .  But I am a l s o  a r e a l i s t .  What we s e e  today is  not  encouraging. You 
have t h e  r epo r t :  baptisms - down, Sunday School - down, T ra in ing  Union - down, Bib le  
School - down, W.M.U. - down, Brotherhood - down. There are p l en ty  of people saying t h e  
church is no longer  re l e v a n t .  

You d o n ' t  have t o  be a Danie l  t o  read  t h e  handwri t ing on t h e  w a l l .  We a r e  i n  t r o u b l e .  

Canon Bryan Green contends t h a t  England i s  f i f t y  yea r s  ahead of America r e l i g i o u s l y ,  
L i s t e n .  "F i f t y  y e a r s  ago ou r  Engl i sh  churches were f i l l e d  l i k e  your American churches a r e  
today, bu t  we were s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  b i g  congregat ions t h a t  focused on the  p u l p i t ,  r o u t i n e  
a t tendance  i n  t h e  pews and con ten t  w i t h  our  shal lowness .  Consequently, people become dis- 
i l l u s i o n e d  by an  i n e f f e c t u a l  church and i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  he r  message, and today our churches 
a r e  empty. " 

"Your American churches a r e  crowded wi th  people today, but  t h e r e  is  no b i b l i c a l  o r  
s p i r i t u a l  dep th  among your  laymen, Rel ig ion  is l a r g e l y  a s en t imen ta l  Sunday a £  f a i r  which 
does no t  r ad i ca lky  i n £  luence d a i l y  l i f e .  If something d o e s n ' t  change, f i f t y  yea r s  from 
now your churches w i l l  be a s  empty as ours  a r e  today." 

Some of you a t t ended  t h e  B e r l i n  conference on evangelism. T am t o l d  t h a t  one of t he  
most dramatic  d i s p l a y s  a t  t h a t  conference was a l a rge  popula t ion  c lock  t h a t  t i cked  o f f  t h e  
seconds and r e g i s t e r e d  t h e  exploding popula t ion  in s t an t aneous ly .  D r .  BilLy Graham made re- 
fe rence  t o  t h a t  c lock  when he spolce t h e  f i r s t  n igh t  of t h e  conference.  D r .  Graham said: 
I t  With t h e  world popula t ion  growing a t  about f o r t y  m i l l i o n  a y e a r ,  more t han  110,000 must 
be won t o  C h r i s t  every day; 4,500 every hour;  75 every minute; j u s t  t o  keep pace w i t h  the 
presen t  i nc rease .  " 

A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t  t h e  world popula t ion  i s  growing t e n  t imes f a s t e r  than t h e  church. 
Even as I speak we are los ing  ground - l o t s  of ground. 

There a r e  a number of reasons why t h i s  d i s t r e s s i n g  s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t s .  I t h i n k  James 
put  h i s  f i n g e r  square ly  on our  problem when he s a i d ,  "Be ye doers of t h e  word and not  
h e a r e r s  on ly ,  dece iv ing  your  own s e l v e s . "  (James 1: 22) 

I n  our  day we have developed t h e  wor ld ' s  l a r g e s t  group of sermon l i s t e n e r s .  Our 
C h r i s t i a n i t y  has  been l a r g e l y  confined t o  one day, Sunday, and t o  one bu i ld ing ,  t h e  church.  
Even when w e  come t o  church w e  f e e l  l i t t l e  persona l  involvement. My f r i e n d ,  t he  name of 
t h e  game is  "involvement," and it i s  played no t  j u s t  on Sunday but  on every day of t h e  
week. The e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n s  r e a l i z e d  t h i s  and made a tremendous impact on t h e  world.  

I n  far t oo  many cases  today our  people  a r e  not aware of any pe r sona l  involvement. 

The astrodome i n  Houston, Texas, is not  America's f i r s t  indoor s p o r t s  a r ena .  Some 
f o l k  w i l l  t e l l  you t h a t  t h e r e  i s  one i n  Pensacola ,  F l o r i d a .  It was b u i l t  s e v e r a l  yea r s  
before  t h e  one i n  Houston was cons t ruc t ed .  I t ' s  t h e  l a s t  word i n  comfort.  I t ' s  cozy i n  
w in t e r  and cool i n  t h e  summer. It s e a t s  1800 people and every s e a t  is  on t h e  f i f t y  yard  
l i n e .  There is  a game t h e r e  every Sunday a t  e leven  o ' c l o c k .  Sometimes t he  p l aye r s  do 
w e l l ,  more o f t e n  they fumble t he  b a l l .  

I am afraid t h e r e  i s  more than one astrodome l i k e  t h i s  one I have j u s t  descr ibed .  I r  
may w e l l  be t h a t  you perform each Sunday i n  t h i s  type of a r ena .  The people leav ing  feel  
l i t t l e  o r  no persona l  involvement i n  what has  gone on. Th i s  i s  a f a r  c ry  from t h e  earl-y 

New Testament church. What has happened t o  us?  Can i t  be t h a t  as m i n i s t e r s  and p a s t o r s  
w e  a r e  l a r g e l y  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ?  God has g iven  us  a mandate t o  m i n i s t e r  

through t h e  l a i t y ,  no t  j u s t  t o  t h e  l a i t y .  
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W i l l  you let  me dream f o r  just one moment? Suppose, jus t  suppose, t h a t  i n s t e a d  of 
having 30,539 m i n i s t e r s  i n  the Southern B a p t i s t  Convention, we could count on the  un i t ed  
e f f o r t s  of 10,949,493 m i n i s t e r s .  Perhaps t h i s  f i g u r e  i s  a l i t t l e  high.  ~ e t ' s  s a c l e  i t  
down a  l i t t l e  b i t  a s  Brother  Gideon d i d .  He reduced h i s  army from 32,000 to 300. Suppose 
wc j u s t  send t e n  m i l l i o n  of t h e  f a i n t  hear ted  home. J u s t  t h ink  what w e  could do wi th  near-  
l y  a m i l l i o n  u i in i s t e r s .  Do you smile  a t  t he  sugges t ion?  Ny f r i e n d  i t  was God 's  i n t e n t i o n  
from t h e  very  f i r s t  t h a t  every born aga in  b e l i e v e r  be a m i n i s t e r .  Our r o l e  i s  t o  be exac t -  
ly  t h e  same a s  t h e  r o l e  of J e sus  and He s a i d ,  "I came not  t o  be min is te red  unto,  but t o  
m i n i s t e r .  " 

I MINISTER THROUGH THE LAITY 

Let  m e  milkc some p r a c t i c a l  sugges t ions  a s  t o  how w e  can m i n i s t e r  through t h e  l a i t y .  

We can use them more i n  t h e  s e r v i c e s  of t h e  l o c a l  church.  Why shouldn ' t  the  l a i t y  per -  
form more of t he  s e r v i c e s  u s u a l l y  performed by t h e  pas to r?  Why should we wai t  u n t i l  B a p t i s t  
Men's Day t o  have one of our  l ay  people preach? I n  r ecen t  weeks I have had a lawyer, a  
scout  execu t ive ,  and a p o l i t i c i a n  preach i n  our  church.  I n  every ca se  t h e  men were w e l l  
rece ived .  

Why shou ldn ' t  we ask  a lay-minis te r  t o  lead  i n  t h e  observance of t he  ordinances? Le t  
a l ay -min i s t e r  read  t h e  words, "This i s  my body. This  i s  my blood." Let a l ay -min i s t e r  
s e rve  t h e  supper of our  Lord. It i s  n o t  necessary  f o r  the p a s t o r  t o  always perform t h i s  
ordinance. 

Why shou ldn ' t  a layman have t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of bap t i z ing  some of t he  conver t s  who come 
p ro fe s s ing  t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  J e sus  as Lord and Saviour? I hones t ly  be l i eve  it would have a  
tremendous impact f o r  good on the  members of t h e  congregat ion t o  s ee  someone o t h e r  than  t h e  
pas tor  Lead i n  t h e  observance of the New Testament ord inances .  Many of our people  have the 
mistaken idea  t h a t  t h i s  is a " p r i e s t l y "  func t ion  and can only be performed by an  ordained 
m i n i s t e r .  

We need t o  use t h e  l a i t y  more i n  t he  work of our a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  s t a t e  convent ions,  and 
Scuthern B a p t i s t  Convention. I c  is  mighty hard t o  have a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  something t h a t  you 
a r e  no t  a p a r t  o f .  Except when a f i g h t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  you d o n ' t  s e e  many lay-minis te rs  in -  
volved i n  any l e v e l  of B a p t i s t  l i f e  o u t s i d e  t he  l o c a l  church.  I n  t oo  many cases t he  people 
who do come, come because they simply do not  have anything e l s e  t o  do.  We need our  sha rpes t  
minds, our  most t a l e n t e d  people involved i n  every area of B a p t i s t  l i f e ,  

By f a r  t h e  most important t h ing  w e  can do is  t o  lead our  lay people - the l a i t y  - t o  
s e e  what the Great  Commission is  t h e i r  commission. 

Read aga in  what C h r i s t  s a i d  i n  t h e  Great  Commission. (Matthew 28: 19) .  

Th i s  commission was g iven  t o  a l l  b e l i e v e r s ,  t h e  l aos ,  t h e  people of God, But look 
aga in ,  t h i s  commission involves  a l l  of our l i v e s ,  every segment of i t .  E l ton  Trueblood has  
s a id :  "There is  no good reason why t h e  words of our Risen Lord may not  be taken  i n t e n s i v e l y  
a s  w e l l  as e x t e n s i v e l y .  We have i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s  i n junc t ion  i n  a  geographica l  sense ,  bu t  
t h e r e  is  a deeper s i g n i f i c a n c e  according t o  which it may mean a l l  phases of l i f e . "  He meant 
it geographica l ly  but  He a l so  meant i t  v o c a t i o n a l l y .  Go t o  Europe and A f r i c a ,  go t o  South 
American, go t o  t h e  O r i e n t .  Yes, but we are a l s o  t o  go i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  of bus iness  and 
p l ea su re  u n t i l  a l l  of Life is  permeated wi th  t h e  s p i r i t  of J e sus  C h r i s t .  

A bus iness  man was rush ing  t o  ca t ch  a  t r a i n .  It was time f o r  h i s  t r a i n  t o  leave and he 
was a l l  b u t  running through t h e  lobby of che s t a t i o n .  J u s t  ahead of him cas another  man 
running t o  catch t h e  same t r a i n .  A l i t t l e  c r i p p l e d  boy was a l s o  i n  t h a t  lobby. He had a 
smal l  s tand there where he could s e l l  souveni rs ,  magazines, and gum t o  the people .  

When the  f i r s t  man came running around the  co rne r ,  he plowed head f i r s t  i n t o  that 
l i t t l e  boy ' s  s t and .  The l i t t l e  fe l low w a s  lcnoclced o f f  h i s  s t o o l ,  magazines and gum and 
souveni rs  were s c a t t e r e d  i n  every  d i r e c t i o n ,  but  t he  man d id  not  s t o p .  He cursed t h e  c r i p -  
p led  boy f o r  being there and rushed on. 

The second man was r i g h t  behind him. He saw what had happened. He s a t  down h i s  bag, 
picked up t h e  l i t t l e  fe l low and put him back on h i s  s t o o l .  A f t e r  p ick ing  up t h e  gum and maga- 
z ines  and souveni rs ,  he took a f i v e  d o l l a r  b i l l  ou t  of h i s  w a l l e t  and gave it t o  t h e  l i t t l e  
f e l l ow  saying,"Son, t h i s  w i l l  t ake  care of t h e  t h ings  t h a t  were l o s t  o r  broken.I1Then he 
picked up h i s  bag and rushed away. As he d i d  s o  the  l i t t l e  f e l l ow  c a l l e d  ou t :  "Mister,  are  
you Jesus  C h r i s t ? "  The man r e p l i e d ,  "No son, I am n o t .  But I am a d i s c i p l e  of His and I am 
trying t o  do what he would do i f  he were he re . "  

T h a t ' s  t h e  job of t he  l a i t y .  T h a t ' s  t h e  job of t h e  people of God. To do what J e sus  
would do i f  He were here  i n  every area of l i f e .  When t h e  laos  decide t o  t ake  s e r i o u s l y  
t he  teachings  of Jesus  and g e t  involved, the t i d e  can be tu rned  f o r  C h r i s t  i n  a hu r ry .  



For Release after 12:OO noon, Friday, June 2 

Address To the Southern Baptist 
Convention 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION: DR. J. D. (JAMES DAVID) 
GREY, 61, has been pastor of the First Baptist Church of New 
Orleans, La., since 1937. He served as president of the Southern 
Baphst Convention for two terms, from 1952 throuph 1953. He 
was vice president of the convention in 1949, and president of the 
Louisiana Baptist Convention that same year. Before becoming 
pastor of the New Orleans church, he was pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Denton, Tex., Tabernacle Baptist Church, Ennis, 
Tex., and Vickery Baptist Church, Dallas. He i s  a graduate of 
Union University, Jackson, Tenn., and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth. Union University conferred 
upon him and honored him an honorary Doctor of Divinity 
Degree. 

"The Fellowship of Kindred Minds" 

Should the Southern Baptist Convention, can this Convention, and 
will we join any national or international ecumenical organization? 

In 1939 the Southern Baptist Convention received an invitation 
from the World Council of Churches to become a member of that 
organization. A committee of 13 of our stalwart leaders was ap- 
pointed to reply to the invitation. The committee was composed of: 
George W. Truett, Chairman, W. L. Ball, A. J. Barton, Fred T. 
Brown, John H. Buchanan, M. E. Dodd, Ellis Fuller, David Gard- 
ner, Edgar Godbold, Charles E. Maddry, John R. Sampey, L. R. 
Scarborough, and W. R. White. The committee made its report to 
the Convention meeting in Baltimore, June 12-16, 1940. The report 
was approved by a standing vote. 

Because of the committee's insight into our position, because of its 
clear delineation of our unique denominational structure, because it 
is thoroughly relevant today in answering the three questions I have 
asked. I shall read the entire report of the committee. Those of US 
who were privileged to be present in that session in Baltimore in 
1940 still remember the majestic bearing of the inimitable George 
W. Truett, who was at that time President of the Baptist World 
Alliance and who, as chairman of the committee, read the report in 
his distinct and convincing tones: 

BY J. D. Grey 

With deep emotion and fervent spirit, we Baptists love to sing the 
grand old hymn "Blest Be the Tie That Binds," written by John 
Fawcett, the English Baptist preacher, in 1772. Our congregations 
sing it in their services. The annual meetings of many District Bap- 
tist Associations are closed with it. Many State Conventions, just 
before the benediction of the last session, stand and sing with great 
feeling "Blest Be the Tie that Binds." And then in the annual ses- 
sions of this Southern Baptist Convention, thousands of messengers 
from the 50 states of our nation, mingle their voices in singing it. 
Our mighty Baptist World Alliance has virtually made it our "inter- 
national anthem." In Christian love we shall continue to sing, "The 
fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above." 

Now let us ask ourselves in all candor how "kindred" must our 
minds be in order for fellowship like to that above? Must there be 
a complete uniformity? Must we, before we can sing it, see eye to 
eye on every detail of life? If so, then it would be next to impossible 
for us to sing it in any Baptist gathering, including the local church. 
Furthermore, T doubt that any of us could sing it even as a solo for 
precious few of us are in complete agreement with our own selves. 
Nevertheless, we as Baptists go on singing, "Blest be the tie that 
binds" in our various gatherings including the Baptist World Alli- 
ance because we are of "kindred minds" on the centrality of Christ 
and His Lordship over our lives. 

Let us move on into another sphere and ask ourselves another 
question. This is a hard question that must be asked and answered 
in our most cultivated Christian conscience. The question is, How 
far am I as a Baptist willing to go in singing "Blest be the tie that 
binds" with other Christians who are not Baptists? This is a hard 
question that demands a direct answer in today's world. Each indi- 
vidual must search his own heart for the answer. We must examine 
our own "mandate to minister through Christian fellowship." 

Ecumenism is a word being widely used today. It is used most 
inappropriately by many and is often misunderstood the least by 
those who use it the most. To some it means just one thing: "organic 
union-a world church". In its derivation from the Greek it means, 
"worldwide, universal." Basically it is not a bad word. It  is made 
bad only by its misuse and improper application. 

Before going further with this discussion, let us ask a few plain 
and straightforward questions in the spirit of free discussion and 
openmindedness. 

"To the World Council of Churches 

Dear Brethren: 
The invitation to the Southern Baptist Convention to accept 

membership in the World Council of Churches was received by 
the President of the Convention, and by him reported to the an- 
nual meeting of the Convention at Oklahoma City in May, 1939. 
A special committee of thirteen was appointed t o  consider the 
invitation and to make recornmendations as to the answer that 
should be madc by the Convention to your invitation. 

First of all, we would express to you our sincere and grateful 
appreciation for the courtesy and Christian spirit expressed in 
your communication. Directly replying to your invitation, permit 
us to advise that the Southern Baptist Convention is a voluntary 
association of Baptists for the purpose of eliciting, combining and 
directing the energies of our denomination in missionary activity 
at home and abroad, and in educational and benevolent work 
throughout the world. Our Convention has no ecclesiastical au- 
thority. It is in no sense the Southern Baptist Church. The thou- 
sands of churches to which our Convention looks for support of 
its missionary, benevolent, and educational program, cherish their 
independence and would disapprove of any attempted exercise of 
ecclesiastical authority over them. 

In a world which more and more seeks centralization of power 
in industry, in civil government, and in religion, we are sensible 
of the dangers of totalitarian trends which threaten the autonomy 
of all free churches. We wish to do nothing that will imperil the 
growing spirit of cooperation on the part of our churches in the 
work of giving the gospel of Christ, as we understand it, to all 
men everywhere. In the light of these considerations, we feel im- 
pelled to decline the invitation to membership in the ' World 
Council of Churches. 

In conclusion, permit us to express the sincere desire of our 
hearts that the followers of Christ may all be one, not necessarily -. 
in name and in a world organization, but in spiritual fellowship 
with the Father and the Son. If Christ dwells in all our hearts by 
faith, we shall be brought into a spiritual unity that cannot be 
broken. We invoke the blessings of the triune God upon all who 
name the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." 



Standing here today before the Southern Baptist Convention 27 
years later, I firmly believe the overwhelming sentiment of our 
Convention is in agreement with the committee's report and the 
action taken at that time. The report sets forth clearly why the 
Southern Baptist Convention should not and indeed cannot affiliate 
with the World Council of Churcheq or any similar ecumcnical 
organization. 

Concerning the third question, "Will we join such bodies?" allow 
me to return for a moment to that 1940 Convention. Following the 
committee's report, a lively and typical Baptist discussion followcd. 
One brother was especially outspoken In expressing his disagreement 
with the committee. A free translation of what he said in closing 
was, "All right then, vote for the committee's report, but after all 
you old 'fuddy-duddies' are dead and gone, this Convention will 
change its attitude on this matter." Well, then, brethren, what is the 
situation now after 27 years? Ten of those Baptist statesmen who 
compiled that report are dead and gone. And today we have a ncw 
aqd larger crop of old "fuddy-duddies" and we are a lot farther 
from "joining up" than we were in 1940. 

Southern Baptists have been called "the problem child of Protes- 
tanism" mainly because of our conviction on the matter of nffilia. 
tion with ecumenical bodies, hut it nceds to be remembered that 
qther voices of protest besides ours have been raised against this 
ecclesiastical fad of "ecumenicity." Recently the Quaker philosopher, 
Dr. Elton Truehloud, warned that blurring distinctions betwcen dif- 
ferent religions for the sake of ecumenism could mean the weaken- 
ing of religion as a force for change in socicty. He said, "There is 
no cutting edge which is not narrow. You don't make any diffcrcnce 
with religion in general." 

Dr. Daniel A. Poling, Editor of Chri.stlatl H~rrrld,  has written, 
"There is a growing feeling among Protestant church leaders, many 
of whom have been vigorously identified with the ecumenical move- 
ment in North America, that the effort to organically unite churches 
has become, in the words of Methodist Hishop Gerald H. Kcnncdy 
of California, a 'growing lust for unity at too low a level.' Bishop 
~ e n n e d y  went on record against the 'popular contemporary idea 
tFat all separation is bad.' He said that Protestantism's division into 
man sects 'say also demonstrate strength rather than weakness, and, 
as reported, he concluded, the price of one church in society is a 
bigger snk than most of us want to pay." Dr. Poling went on to 
sSy, "'There is a vast, a fundamental, and eternal differcnce bctween 
uyity and uniformity, and between a spiritual unity and the organic 
mion of some denominations and churches." 

Dr. Howard Conn, senior minister of the Plymouth Congrega- 
tianal Church of Minneapolis, and moderator of the National Asso- 
ciation of Congregational Christian Churches, authored an articlc 
far the Chri.vtinn Herald a few years ago entitled, "Is the Church 
Replacing Christ?'He emphasized his premise hy saying, "Today 
many leadefs of the ecumenical movement seem more concerncd for 
structure than for spirit. We find them emphasizing organizational 
authority rather than personal commitment. We see them lifting up 
the church instead of Christ, thus imposing a barrier between man 
and his Saviour." 

Dr. Conn made a comment on the prayer of Jesus contained in 
John 17 which is noteworthy today, especially since the words of 
Christ are being twisted out of context. He said, "When Jesus 
prayed, 'that they may all be one', He was referring to a spiritual 
oneness of God's children which even now gives joy to thosc who 
sense its reality. The ecumenicists insist on giving this prayer an 
organizational twist, a? if our Lord werc thinking of structure rather 
than spirit." 

On ~ooperation, Dr. Conn said, "Cooperation allows for diver- 
sity of' approach so that individuals and families may find churches 

of their choice, where by temperament, doctrinal outlook, and edu- 
cational background they can feel at home. Diversity also keeps 
each group alert through the impact of healthy competition. It pre- 
vents domination by a few powerful leaders who in a single over-all 
church would gain monopolistic control. Such diversity, when imbued 
with the spirit of cooperation and goodwill, which has grown up in 
American Protestantism, seems to me to he highly desirable." 

T.et us rcturn briefly to the questions which we asked earlier- 
Can and will the Southern Baptist Convention becornc a part of the 
organizational structure of the ecurncnical movements'? We answer 
ernphatic:+lly, "Yes-when." Yes, it can and will when the President 
of this Convention can tell the smallc~t one of our churches who 
must be its pastor. Yes, it can and will when Dr. Porter Routh and 
the Executive Committee can tell an autonomous local church how 
it must run its affairs. Baptists believe in the autonomy of the local 
church. Each church, therefore, when it exprcsses its own belief or 
policy cxpresses the belief of no other than its own members. These 
local churches of ours are in voluntary cooperation with the Southern 
Baptist Convention. This Convention has no busincss committing our 
33,000 churches and I I million mcmbcrs to afiliation in organiza- 
tions and support of movements when they have no way of express- 
ing their dissent except to withdraw from the Convention. 

'l'hus far we have been looking at only one side of the coin- 
affiliation with ecumenical organizations. I.ct us now turn the coin 
ovcr and look at the other sidc. And be assured, brethren, there is 
another side to the coin. This sidc has to do with Christian fcllow- 
ship, hrotherly lovc, and unity of the spirit not union of organiza- 
tions. Let us be just as frank, just as bold, and as full of sincere 
Christian conviction as we were in looking at thc other side of the 
coin. 

As Southern Baptists our image has often been marred by an 
cxclusiveism that has kept us in our local communities from being 
good ncighbors and friends of other Christians, cooperating with 
them in worthy projects upon which we agree. In years gone by 
when we were largely limited to parochial, county, and cven state 
areas, we could practice exclusivism. However in this space age this 
is a luxury we can ill afford. We can no longer be little isolated 
islands in the great ocean of mankind. We cannot, we must not, 
draw our pharisaical robes about us and remain aloof from other 
Christians and men of goodwill. Brethren, please do not misunder- 
stand me. I am not in any sense of the word an "ecurnaniac" and 
please don't call me a "liberal" when 1 tip my hat to the wife of a 
Methodist preacher. 

. Sometimes I wonder if many of us have not beccme like the dear 
old lady who said, "I would like to sec all the churches get together. 
Yes, I'd like to see all the Methodists, Presbyterians, Lutherans, 
Catholics, and all, gct together in one great big Baptist Church." 

This Convention meeting in Kansas City in 1963 received and 
adopted a statement on "The Baptist Faith and Message". A com- 
rnittce, chairmancd by that great Baptist scholar and statesman, Dr. 
Herschel H. Hobbs, then our President, and composed of the Presi- 
dents of all our State Baptist Conventions, had been authorized by 
the San Francisco Convention in 1962. Thcy spent the entire year 
in a painstaking study of this very important subject. Using the 
1925 statement as a basis, they gave us one of the finest statements 
of Baptist faith and message we could hope to have. The last 
sentence in Article XIV needs to be brought into sharp focus now. 
It reads: "Cooperation is desirable between the various Christian 
denominations, when the end to be attained is itself justified, and 
when such cooperation involves no violation of conscience or com- 
promise of loyalty to Christ and His Word as revealed in the New 
Testament." 

My dear Baptist brethren, I plead with you now that we shall all 
practice what we preach including this doctrine of cooperation. 



I bccame Pastor of the ~ i r scBapt i s t  Church, New Orleans, on 
May 1, 1937. Soon after my arrival I came to realize that our 27 
churches of the New Orleans Baptist Association, with only 8,308 
members, must cooperate with other denominations in civic and 
community projects aimed at building a better city. 1 realized we 
could not "go it alone" and accomplish very much. As Chairman of 
the Social Betterment Committee of our Protestant Ministerial Union, 
I saw the membcrs of that union, almost to a man, become vocril 
in a fight against gambling, crime, and corruption in government. 
Unitedly we went to the p ~ ~ b l i c  and aroused its conscience. Business 
leaders took up the challenge and changcs have come. New Orleans 
isn't perfect. But when you come there in 1968 for the Southern 
Haptist Convention you will see a city of one million and sixty 
thousanrl that is vastly different from what it was when the Convcn- 
tion last met there in 1937. Christians working together have been 
ablc to do more, much more, than we Baptists could have ever 
done working alonc. 

In that crusade our committee called on Archbishop Kummel at 
the Chancellery of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of New Orleans. 
He received 11s cordially. For nearly three hours we discussed with 
him and his aides the shameful situation then current. It would not 
be proper for nie to divulge the details of that conference. Suffice 
it to say, that soon thereafter a letter from the Archbishop was 
read in evcry church in the Archdiocese condemning gambling, 
vice, and corruption. Furthermore, until this day, bingo, gambling, 
and so forth arc banned from all Catholic church functions. 

I have seen this blessed "doctrine of cooperation" bring success 
in many worthy endeavors these 30 years. We have taken a religious 
census of the metropolitan area twice and cach time with thc co- 
operation of the Archdiuccsc. A few years ago something was seen 
in New Orleans which I doubt any other city has ever seen. An 
effort was bcing made to induce our State Z.egislaturc to enact a 
workable Sunday closing law. The cffort was successful. But thc 
unique thing was that one day all over the area there appeared full- 
size billboards and full-page advertisements in the newspapers urging 
enactment of this Sunday closing law. These were signed by, among 
others, the Greater New Orleans Federation of Churches, the Lou- 
isiana Diocese of the Episcopal Church, the Archdiocese of the 
Catholic Church of New Orleans, and the New Orleans Baptist 
Association. 

Thc cooperative efforts of Baptists, Protestants, and Evangelicals 
in our area rcnched a new high in 1954 in a month long evange- 
listic crusade conducted by Billy Graham. 

Earlier T referred to the fact that our image as Southcrn Baptists 
has often becn marred, but we all rejoice that many men and many 
movements among LIS are improving that image. In New Orleans two 
magnificent Southern Baptist institutions are improving it. I refer to 
our Southern Baptist Hospital and our New Orleans Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary. Others are doing the same thing. Dr. Paul Stevens 
and our Radio and Television Commission are doing a tremendous 
job in projecting rt favorable image of Southern Baptists. On Sunday 
afternoon, March 12, 1967, the National Broadcasting Company 
aired at prime time the magnificent hour-long film in color entitled 
"The Vine", the life of Christ. Tt was produced by NBC 'relevision 
and our own Radio and Tclcvision Commission. On March 1, prior 
to its presentation on the network, I was honored in being askcd to 
host a closcd circuit viewing of "The Vine" with our New Orleans 
NBC affiliate, WDSU-TV. A group of representative clergymen of 
all faiths, Catholic and Protestant, saw it and were loud in their 
praise of the film and of our Southern Baptist Radio and Television 
Commission. 

Brethren, we Southern Baptists havc spearheadcd many noble ef- 
forts through the years. We have asked for and have received whole- 
hearted cooperation of our brethren in other denominations in tem- 
perance, law enforcement, separation of church and state, social 
justice, united elforts against corruption in government, and many 
other projects too numerous to mention. We simply cannot "go it 
alone." Wc need them, and they need us! 

Lf you want to know what cooperation really docs, talk to one of 
these noble missionaries who has served in a foreign land. He will 
tell you that when you and a little handful of fellow believers are 
dropped down in a pagan country, you begin to search for kindred 
minds. vou begin to reach out for the hand of other Christians who 
acknow!edgc the lordship of Christ and that you will stand with 
your shoulders together and your backs to the wall facing the on- 
slaught of the pagan hordes. You then begin to realize that literally 
you either hang together or you will hang separately. 

We Baptists have received the respect and admiration of other 
rhristians because of our gifts of men and movements to the world. 
TO Bedford in England come the multitude of not only the religious 
worlds of all faiths, but the literary geniuses of the earth to pay 

homage to John Bunyan. To Kettering and Moulton missionary- 
minded evangelicals flock paying tribute to William Carey, the father 
of the modern missionary movement. And all over the English speak- 
ing world, men revere the name of Charles Haddon Spurgeon, the 
greatest "prince of preachers" since the Apostle Paul. If you would 
know the respect which the entire Protestant world can hold for a 
Baptist preacher, then go to Geneva, Switzerland, where in the 
Reformation Monument Roger Williams is enshrined in marble as 
he is enshrined in the hearts of lovers of freedom the world around. 
But as the author of Hebrews says, "Time would fail us to tell of" 
John G. Oncken, Adoniram Judson, Luther Rice, Jesse Mercer, John 
R. E. B. Baylor, John A. Broadus, Augustus H. Strong, E. Y. Mul- 
lins, John R. Sampey, Lee R. Scarborough, George W. Truett, M. E. 
Dodd, and a multitude too numerous to mention. 

We Baptists through our long history have been the freest and the 
most understanding of other faiths. Believing strongly as we do in 
soul freedom and salvation by grace, we have never taught that one 
must be a Baptist to  be saved. 

We must do more than coopcrate with fellow Christians of other 
churches. We must manifest Christian fellowship toward every per- 
son who accepts the lordship of Jesus Christ. Let us return for a 
brief moment to the "Truett statement" approved by this Convention 
in Baltimore in 1940. Addressed to the World Council of Churches, 
it opened with the words, "Dear Brethren." And respectfully de- 
clining the invitation of the World Council of Churches, the last 
paragraph of the statement says: 

"In conclusion, permit us to express the sincere desire of our 
hearts that the followers of Christ may all be one, not neces- 
sarily in name and in a world organization, but in spiritual fel- 
lowship with the Father and the Son. If Christ dwells in all our 
hearts by faith, we shall be brought into a spiritual unity that 
cannot be broken. We invoke the blessings of the triune God upon 
all who name the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
Bclovcd, if you will allow me to say so, I believe we need to be- 

gin anew to practice the fine art of Christian fellowship among our- 
selves as Baptists. We know we have never been able to see eye to 
eye with one another on everythink. But we can disagree without 
bcing disagreeable. Let us seek alwa'ys to be Christians in our rela- 
tions with each other. Let us strive to always show Christian cour- 
tcsy, patience, kindness, and understanding. Let us as our church 
covenant enjoins, "Engage . . . to avoid all tattling, backbiting, and 
excessive anger; to remember each other in prayer; to aid each 
other in sickness and distress: to cultivate Christian sympathy in feel- 
ing and courtesy in speech; to be slaw to take offense, but always 
ready for reconciliation." 

Our world Baptist fellowship is a blessed thing. We need also to 
cherish and cultivate it. For 17 ycars I have been honored to be a 
member of the Executive Committee of the Baptist World Alliance. 
Today T hear testimony to the fact that its fellowship is truly "like 
to that above." Dr. Josef Nordenhaug, General Secretary of the 
Haptist World Alliance, gave a report to the Administrative Cornmit- 
tee in Washington, D.C., on March 1, 1967. Among many splendid 
things he said: "Eighty Baptist Conventions and Unions are joined 
together in the Baptist World Alliance, 'more fully to show the es- 
sential oneness of Baptist people in the Lord Jesus Christ . . . and 
to promote the spirit of fellowship, service and cooperation'." 

He offcrcd several splendid suggestions concerning what the Alli- 
ance can do in promoting understanding and cooperation among 
members of our Baptist family in the world. Among other things he 
said, "We must avoid rash or studied generalizations in regard to 
other member bodies in the Baptist World Alliance and relinquish 
denunciation as a substitute for reconciliation. We mmst face and 
discuss frankly differences of views or traditions in fraternal forums 
rather than in hcadlincs which encourage controversy and impute 
unchristian motives." 

My beloved brethren, we Southern Baptists do have a mandate 
and T believe it is from God, to minister through Christian fellow- 
ship. We have a responsibility to discharge. 

The theme of EXPO '67 now in progress in Montreal, Canada, 
was suggested by a tersc statement contained in a book entitled, 
"Man and His World", by the eminent French author Antoine de 
Saint-Exupkry. That statement is: 

"To he a man is to feel that by setting one's stone in place, one 
can contribute to building the edifice of the world." 

We Southern Baptists have a stone jo set in place in building the 
Kingdom of Christ. Let us do it as we slng: 

"Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above." 
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J 1 ~ ~ ~ t ~  LET THEM DESPISE YOU" 
( 1  Timothy 4: 12) 

By Car l  E .  Bates 

Something i n  me r e b e l s  a g a i n s t  t h e  un fa i rnes s  of our time which lumps a l l  young people  
i n t o  a mass and judges t h e  whole by t h e  a c t i o n s  of a few. We a r e  not  a l l  a l i k e .  Some a r e  
excess ive  i n  t h e i r  a s s e r t i v e n e s s .  They have made up t h e i r  minds t h a t  they w i l l  be heard 
whether they have anyth ing  t o  say o r  no t .  They do not  wait t o  be asked what they t h i n k  - 
they  vo lun tee r  t h e i r  opinion on almost every s u b j e c t  . They lay  c la im t o  knowledge t h a t  
comes only i n  t h e  g ive  and t ake  of many years of l i v i n g  and, a s  someone has s a i d ,  "They 
s u f f e r  from t h e  sublime conce i t  of u t t e r  ignorance."  

On the o t h e r  hand, t h e r e  a r e  young people who l i s t e n  bu t  r a r e l y  express  themselves 
even when t h e  oppor tun i ty  p re sen t s  i t s e l f .  They have not  committed themselves t o  a d e f i n i t e  
op in ion  i n  l i f e  and they have very  l i t t l e  t o  l i v e  up t o .  The i r  g r e a t e s t  danger is t h a t  they 
may be swept i n  and out  with t h e  flow of t he  t i d e s .  It r e q u i r e s  l i t t l e  i n s i g h t  t o  under- 
s t and  t h a t  n e i t h e r  p o s i t i o n  lends i t s e l f  t o  wholesome r e s p e c t .  Th i s  may no t  matter a great  
d e a l  t o  you bu t ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of what you f i n a l l y  become i n  you r se lves ,  r e spec t  counts .  

I must confess  t o  you t h a t  I spent  many hours seeking t o  determine what I should say 
t o  you i n  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  moment. I am not unacquainted wi th  t h e  undertow of t he  time 
a g a i n s t  which i f  you do no t  s t and  f i rmly  t h r e a t e n s  t o  sweep you out  beyond t h e  p l ace  of 
s e l f - r e s p e c t  much less t h e  r e s p e c t  of o t h e r s .  I am a l s o  w e l l  aware of t h e  tendency on 
t h e  p a r t  of my gene ra t i on  t o  u n f a i r l y  " w r i t e  you o f f "  as i r r e s p o n s i b l e  and unworthy suc-  
c e s s o r s .  I do not  want them t o  desp i se  you. I do not  want you t o  de sp i s e  yourse lves .  

I n  my opin ion ,  t h e  b e s t  advice  a young person e v e r  received had t o  do wi th  this. The 
Apost le  Paul  wrote  t o  young Timothy and s a i d ,  "Let no one th ink  l i t t l e  of you because you 
a r e  young, bu t  always set an example f o r  b e l i e v e r s  i n  speech, conduct,  love,  f a i t h ,  and 
pu r i t y "  ( 1  Timothy 4: 12, Wil l iams) .  

I. One concern of mine i s  t h a t  you might conceivably f a i l  t o  understand t h e  s i g n i f i -  
c a n t s  of your own being and thus  come t o  be desp ised .  

Not f a r  from where we meet t o n i g h t  t h e  Nat iona l  Aeronaut ics  and Space Adminis t ra t ion  
has superv ised  hundreds of s u c c e s s f u l  launchings of va r ious  kinds of rocke t ry .  Our fami l -  
i a r i t y  w i th  t he se  through t e l e v i s i o n  coverage s t i l l  leaves us somewhat b r e a t h l e s s  w i t h  
awe, and, y e t ,  as b r i l l i a n t l y  conceived a s  t h e  guidance systems which determine and main- 
t a i n  the  courses followed by t h e  r o c k e t s ,  they a r e  but clumsy a t tempts  t o  reproduce what 

- more - 
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you are by God's c r e a t i o n .  B r i t i s h  Neurophysicis t  W .  Grey Walter has  s a i d ,  t h a t  a t  least 
t e n  b i l l i o n  e l e c t r o n i c  c e l l s  would be needed t o  b u i l d  a f a c s i m i l e  of your b r a i n .  These 
c e l l s  occupy about a m i l l i o n  and a h a l f  cub ic  f e e t ,  and s e v e r a l  a d d i t i o n a l  m i l i i o n s  of 
cubic  f e e t  would be need f o r  t h e  "nerves" o r  w i r ing .  Power requi red  t o  ope ra t e  it  would be 
one b i l l i o n  w a t t s  and it would take t h e  waters  of Niagara t o  coo l  it and, y e t ,  our Crea to r  
put it a l l  i n  a  space the s i z e  of my two hands cupped t o g e t h e r .  

D r .  Norbert  Weiner, who pioneered i n  goa l - seek ing  mechanisms i n  World War I1 has s a i d  
t h a t  a t  no time i n  t h e  fo r seeab le  f u t u r e  w i l l  s c i e n t i s t s  be a b l e  t o  c o n s t r u c t  an e l e c t r o n i c  
b r a i n  anywhere near  comparable t o  t h e  human b r a i n .  "I t h i n k  t h a t  our  gadget-conscious pub- 
l i c  has shown an  unawareness of t he  s p e c i a l  advantages and disadvantages of e l e c t r o n i c  ma- 
ch inery  a s  compared wi th  t h e  humari b r a i n , "  he s ays .  "The number of swi tch ing  devices  i n  
the  human b r a i n  v a s t l y  exceeds the number i n  any computer y e t  developed, o r  even thought of 
f o r  des ign  i n  t he  nea r  fu tu re . "  

But even should such a machine be b u i l t ,  i t  would s t i l l  need an ope ra to r .  It would 
s t i l l  need a  f o r e b r a i n  o r  a "me . ' I  Otherwise,  it: is  noth ing  but  a very r a p i d  i d i o t .  I come 
back t o  our  o r i g i n a l  cha l lenge :  "Don't let  them desp i se  you" and I say: "They won' t un less  
you desp i se  you r se l f . "  A s  I see i t ,  one of t h e  g r e a t e s t  dangers you f ace  l i e s  i n  t h i s  
realm. You are l i k e l y  t o  downgrade y o u r s e l f .  You may f a i l  t o  see t h e  wonder of your own 
being and s e l l  you r se l f  f o r  something cheap. 

11. I have another  concern about  you and t h a t  is t h a t  you may s l i g h t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
t h a t  come t o  you i n  t h e  v igorous  y e a r s  of your l i f e  which w i l l  never  be repea ted  aga in .  

And how may you do t h i s ?  You may do s o  by looking upon t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of your  l i f e  
a s  only a time of enjoyment whi le  r e fus ing  t o  see them as much more important ly  a t i m e  of 
p r epa ra t i on  f o r  l i v i n g .  Long ago I heard a  famous preacher  say ,  "Life is  l i k e  a game of 
ches s .  Some youth is he re  t o n i g h t  w i th  a l l  h i s  p ieces  on t h e  board and freedom t o  com- 
mence. They t e l l  me, however, t h a t  when a man has once made h i s  opening move, he i s  not  
s o  f r e e  t h e r e a f t e r .  Every move t h e r e a f t e r  must conform t o  t h e  opening move. When check- 
mate is c a l l e d  he is reminded t h a t  when t h e  f i r s t  move was made t h e  end was decided."  We 
l i v e  i n  a world where it  is u t t e r l y  impossible f o r  one t r a v e l l i n g  a wrong road t o  come out  
a t  t h e  r i g h t  p l ace .  He who p icks  up one end of a s t i c k  p i cks  up t h e  o t h e r .  We do no t  have 
a choice  between s e l f - d e n i a l  and s e l f  - indulgence,  I f  we do n o t  deny ou r se lves  f o r  t h e  sake  
of t h e  b e s t  we deny ourse lves  of t h e  b e s t .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  l i f e  i s  l i k e  a  c a f e t e r i a ;  you 
may take  what you want bu t  -you w i l l  pay f o r  it: be fore  you a r e  r e l ea sed .  Someone has  sug- 
ges t ed  t h a t  i f  you want t h e  b e s t  you must pay f o r  it f i r s t .  I f  you want t h e  bad you can 
have it now but  you must pay l a t e r .  To s t and  a t  t h e  head of your  c l a s s  r e q u i r e s  long hours 
of s tudying  and persona l  d i s c i p l i n e  before  t h i s  honor comes. To s t and  a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  
c l a s s  r e q u i r e s  no s e l f - d e n i a l  o r  pe r sona l  d i s c i p l i n e .  You can have t h a t  now but  you w i l l  
pay l a t e r .  

You desp i se  yourse lves  and w i l l  be desp ised  i f  you neg lec t  t h e  oppor tun i t i e s  which 
w i l l  never be repea ted  i n  your  l i f e .  

111. A t h i r d  wxy occurs  t o  me i n  which you may desp i se  yourse l f  and i n  t u r n  be de- 
sp i sed  by o t h e r s .  You may accep t  a l l  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  of youth, bu t  r e f u s e  t o  acknowledge 
the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  which always accompany p r i v i l e g e s .  

No doubt you have heard and w i l l  hear  t h e  t aun t ing  cha l lenge :  "Aw, come on, he a good . 
s p o r t . "  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  I should l i k e  t o  use t h i s  very  cha l lenge  t o n i g h t .  The e s -  
sence of sportsmanship i s  t h a t  i n  any game w e  do not  t ake  f o r  ourse lves  s p e c i a l  f avo r s  
which we deny t o  o t h e r  p l a y e r s .  This  means t h a t  i n  l i f e  we should ques t i on  our  conduct 
t o  s ee  if we would be w i l l i n g  f o r  everyone t o  act on t h e  same p r i n c i p l e .  J u s t  suppose 
everybody suddenly became concerned about p r i v i l e g e s  and re fused  t o  acknowledge respons i -  
b i l i t i e s  which always accompany p r i v i l e g e s ?  What lcind of world would w e  have? The charge 
of i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  l e v e l l e d  a t  many young people i n  our  time might w e l l  be understood i n  
terms of poor sportsmanship. They simpty a r e  not  good s p o r t s .  

Many of those  i n t ima te  persona l  problems you face could be solved by ask ing  your se l f  
t h e  ques t ion :  Suppose everybody d id  t h i s ?  Suppose everybody played by t h e  same r u l e s  I 
am folLowing now? I f  it  is r i g h t  f o r  you, i t  ought t o  be r i g h t  f o r  everybody e l s e  o r  
perhaps you have t o  have a  s p e c i a l  set of r u l e s  by which t o  p lay .  Worse s t i lk ,  you may 
be one of those who t r i e s  t o  make t h e  r u l e s  a s  he goes along.  

What if you made up your  minds t on igh t  t o  r e a l l y  be a  good s p o r t ?  What i f  you were 
t o  commit you r se l f  t o  t he  p ropos i t i on  t h a t  i t  i s n ' t  r i g h t  t o  chea t ?  And t h a t  you ought 
t o  take advantages f o r  you r se l f  t h a t  you would not  g r a n t  t o  everybody e l s e ,  What if w e  
r e a l l y  played t h e  game? I ' 11 t e  11 you what. The whole world would t ake  no t e  and hope 

- more - 
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would l ive  aga in  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  of  t h e  wor ld ' s  people.  I n s t ead  of desp i s ing  you they 
would admire you. 

What I say t o  you ton igh t  i s  n o t ,  "keep q u i e t  because you are young" b u t ,  "speak, 
young people,  whi le  you are young. Speak t o  yourse lves  and say something we have no r i g h t  
t o  expect  you t o  say!' You may be ask ing  what can I say? Well l e t  m e  suggest  t o  you t h a t  
some young people are saying, "Soul, thou hast much good ( h e a l t h ,  boundless t ime, l i m i t -  
less oppor tun i ty)  l a i d  up f o r  many y e a r s .  Ea t ,  d r ink ,  and be merry.'I You may join your- 
s e l f  t o  those  who express  themselves i n  t h a t  manner. This  is  your privilege. Tonight ,  
however, I e n t r e a t  you t o  say  something d i f f e r e n t  t o  yourse lves  and t o  t h e  world i n  which 
you l i v e .  I would encourage you t o  speak t o  Southern B a p t i s t s  and say t o  them: "We a r e  
he re  t o  match our  l ives a g a i n s t  t h i s  c r u c i a l  hour i n  world h i s t o r y  and a l l  we a s k  is f o r  
you t o  be l i eve  i n  us  just a l i t t l e  and t o  be p a t i e n t  w i t h  us  for awhile  and t o  encourage 
us by your s i n c e r i t y  and s a c r i f i c e  and, i f  you do w e  w i l l  show you how t o  extend t h e  l i m i t s  
of t h e  Kingdom of our Saviou-r t o  t h e  very ends of the ear th .  

This  is  not  an easy challenge but  if I d i d  no t  r e spec t  you and be l i eve  i n  you I would 
n o t  dare  ask  i t  of  you. I be l i eve  t on igh t  t h a t  you a r e  t h e  kind of people who a r e  una f r a id  
of t o i l  and sweat and blood and t e a r s  which a r e  r equ i r ed  by t h e  times i n  which we l i v e .  I 
beg i n  t h e  words of the  aged Apos t le ,  "Don't le t  them desp i se  you because you are young." 
Begin now t o  set an example f o r  b e l i e v e r s  i n  speech, i n  conduct,  i n  love, i n  f a i t h ,  i n  
p u r i t y .  
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MIAMI BEACH--The execu t ive  s e c r e t a r y  of the  Southern B a p t i s t  Stewardship Commission, 
M e r r i l l  D. Moore who has  j u s t  r e tu rned  from a pe r sona l  t ou r  of s i x  Middle-East c o u n t r i e s ,  
t o l d  t he  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention he is more convinced than ever  t h a t  the SBC Cooperative 
Program is  the b e s t  p l a n  p o s s i b l e  f o r  world-wide missions suppor t ,  

Moore, who w i t h  h i s  w i f e  spen t  18 days v i s i t i n g  h i s  son  who is  a Southern B a p t i s t  
medical missionary i n  Gaza, t o l d  t h e  convention t h a t  the  Cooperative Program i s  "the b e s t  
p l an  f o r  day-in and day-out suppor t  of fo re ign  and home missions and t h e i r  suppor t i ng  
se rv ices . "  

During the r e p o r t  of the SBC Stewardship Commission, Moore t o l d  of h i s  r e c e n t  personal  
t r i p  where he v i s i t e d  Lebanon, Gaza, Jordan,  S y r i a ,  Egypt and England, speaking more than  
a dozen t imes du r ing  the 18 days wh i l e  v i s i t i n g  h i s  fami ly .  He added t h a t  t h e  Cooperat ive 
Program d i d n ' t  f i nance  h i s  t r i p ,  but t h a t  i t  was of persona l  na tu re .  Much of h i s  time was 
spent, however, v i s i t i n g  mission p o i n t s .  

'World need is c r i t i c a l , "  Moore s a i d .  "If you a r e  n o t  worr ied ,  then  you just don't 
understand t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

"We can s i t  i n  an  o s t r i c h  haven wi th  our heads i n  t h e  sand u n t i l  t i d e s  overwhelm t h e  
world . 

"But today ,"  he dec l a r ed ,  "it is  no l e s s  t r u e  than a t  any o t h e r  point i n  human h i s t o r y ,  
i n  s p i t e  of a l l  t h a t  a g rea t  many o t h e r s  have s a i d ,  C h r i s t  i s  the  on ly  hope f o r  our world." 

He said the a p p l i c a t i o n  of the  remedy of C h r i s t i a n i t y  depends on the power of ~ o d ' s  
Holy S p i r i t ,  but also on t h e  ded ica t ion  of  C h r i s t i a n s .  I 

Moore s a i d  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  a r e  made on the  l o c a l  church l e v e l ,  o r  the  lack of such 
d e c i s i o n s ,  may determine g rea t  ma t t e r s  i n  t h e  world s i t u a t i o n .  When a Sunday School c l a s s ,  
f o r  example, d e a l s  wi th  p e t t y  and i n s i g n i f i c a n t  ma t t e r s  t h a t  a r e  not p e r t i n e n t  to t h e  world 

i 
s i t u a t i o n  and t o  t he  ~ h r i s t i a n ' s  r o l e  i n  t h e  world,  i ts  f i n a l  effect could be ear th-shaking ,  
he s a i d .  

fn his brief r e p o r t ,  Moore a l s o  summarized the  work of the  Stewardship Commission 
dur ing  the  p a s t  yea r .  

Included was the  Commission's emphases on p r i n c i p l e s  of s tewardship development, 
c r e a t i o n  of w i l l s  and t r u s t s  fox C h r i s t i a n  causes, a s s i s t a n c e  t o  B a p t i s t  c o l l e g e s ,  d i s t r i -  
bu t ion  of a Stewardship Guidebook to 53,000 church workers, the o f f e r  of free s tewardsh ip  
m a t e r i a l  packe t ,  and on e s t a b l i s h i n g  s tewardship committees i n  B a p t i s t  churches.  
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MIAMI  DEACH--A pic ture  of 28 mil l ion Eaprists i n  124 countries,  t h e i r  hands 
joined "for  Eellct~ship,  service an? cooperation' i n  f u l f i l l i n g  the  Great Commission, 
was paint& by Robert S, Denny of TTashington, D. C . ,  clurinz a report  t o  the 
Southern Baptist  Convention here Friday. 

Denny i s  associa te  secretary of the  Gaptist rrorld Alliance, a voluntary fellowship 
of Baptists  around the  world. He brought the Alliance repor t  i n  the  absence of Josef 
Nordenhaus, gcneral secretary, who i s  current ly  acrldressini.; meetings of Baptist  groups 
on the Zuropean continent. 

Paur Southern Baptist  leaders who hold responsible posit ions i n  the Alliance a lso  
par t ic ipated i n  the report .  They are Mrs. R. L. Elathis of 3imin;ham and Herschel H. 
Hobbs of Oklahoma City,  both of whom are Alliance v ice  presidents;  Caker James Cauthen 
of Ricl~mond, Va., and Duke K. McCall of Louisvil le,  Ky., members of the Alliance 
Gxecutive Committee. 

Mrs. Hathis and Hobbs spoke b r i e f l y  about thc Al l iance 's  cooperative endeavors as 
a witness for  re l ig ious  l i b e r t y  and human rishts,  a study forum, a channel for  r e l i e f  
and other  ass is tance t o  people i n  need, and as a vehicle for  communication and fellowship 
amon:: the world's Baptists .  

McCall, president of the Southern Captise Theolosical Seminary, t o ld  of plans for  a 
Baptist  Youth :7orld Conference i n  Beme, Swi tzer land  July 22-28, 1968. He recalled h i s  
own life-chan$ng experience at  a s imilar  racetin:: i n  ? r a ~ u e ,  Caecholovakia i n  1931. 

Cauthen, executive secretary  of t h ~  Southern Gaptist Poreizn Mission Board, spokc 
of growins Baptist  opportunit ies i n  Asia and the evangelistic witness t ha t  w i l l  be  brought 
by a Baptist  "Jorld Congress i n  Tokyo, Japan, i n  1970. 

Denny sa id  he has jus t  returned from a t r i p  around the  world, stoppins i n  both Berne 
and Tokyo t o  make plans for these in ternat ional  meat in:;^. Gerne w i l l  be the  7th meatin:: 
of world Gaptisr youth, and Tokyo w i l l  be the  12th in ternat ional  Captist  congress. 

Representatives from the  Alliance's  widely-scattered member g o u p s  w i l l  a t tend 
meetings of the C'*?fA Executive Committee and four study commissions i n  Nashville, Tenn., 
July 31-k~zust  3, 1967, 

The study commissions w i l l  brins lenders t o ~ c t h e r  f o r  discussions on doctrine,  
missions and evangelism, Bible study and membership t ra ining,  and r e l i ~ i o u s  l i b e r t y  
and human ri;?hts. 

Communications between Bapt is ts  of the world i s  achieved through a monthly ma~azine,  
The Daptist: 117orld, and through v i s i t s  by the  Alliance secre ta r ia t .  I n  addit ion t o  
Nordenhaug and Denny i n  the  Bashineton headquarters o f f i c e ,  C. Ronald Gouldine serves as 
associa te  secretary i n  an Alliance office i n  London. Pornation o f  another rezional  o f f ice ,  
possibly i n  Hone IZong, i s  being discussed. 

The Alliance ~ a v c  d i r ec t  a i d  i n  1966 t o  Cuban refugees an? t o  other d is t ressed 
people i n  Gurundi, Cameroun, Conzo, Rwanda, South Africa, I-iun~ary, Poland, Yu;oslavia, 
Hai t i ,  H o n ~  Kone, India, Argentina, and other  areas,  Denny said. A ~ o a l  of $157,000 
has been s e t  f o r  such direct  r e l i e f  projects in  1967. 

' A  much ~ r e a t e r  amount of r e l i e f  services i s  ca r r ied  an amon,: world Gaptists than 
i s  reflected i n  their  budzet f igures,"  Denny said.  'As we alert a l l  t he  people of the 
needs of t h e i r  brothers,  each one seeks t o  help the  other  as d i r ec t l y  as possible." 
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MIAMI BEACH -- Rapidly growing church - s t a t e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and 
problems conf ront  B a p t i s t s ,  according t o  a  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention de- 
l i v e r e d  he re  (Fr iday,  June 2)  by t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on Pub l i c  A f f a i r s .  

'Church-state r e l a t i o n s  and r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  have come t o  a f f e c t  a l a r g e  segment of 
t h e  denomination's concern f o r  human we l f a r e  and human r i g h t s , "  s a i d  t h e  r e p o r t ,  de l i ve red  
by C. Emanuel Carlson,  execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on Pub l i c  A f f a i r s .  

" Inc reas ing ly ,  t h e  concerns of t h e  churches and of  t h e  government a r e  p r e s e n t i n g  over- 
l apping  programs t h a t  c r e a t e  problems a f f e c t i n g  t h e  vroper  r o l e  of churches and church 
agenc ies  and t h e  proper  r o l e  of  government i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e s e  concerns,"  t h e  r e p o r t  
cont inued.  

During t h e  committee's 20 minute r e p o r t  t o  t he  convention, a p r i n t e d  o u t l i n e  of  t he  
work of  the  o rgan iza t ion  was presen ted  and rece ived ,  and two B a p t i s t  execut ives  spoke t o  
t h e  r e p o r t ,  

Car l son ,  execu t ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  p u b l i c  a f f a i r s  committee, o u t l i n e d  p o t e n t i a l  
g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  s e p a r a t i o n  of church and s t a t e  i n  t h e  modern world,  and P o r t e r  W. Routh, 
execu t ive  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Execut ive Committee, Nashvi l le ,  spoke on t h e  
r o l e  of t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on Pub l i c  A f f a i r s  i n  t h e  l i f e  of  t h e  convention. 

The oppor tun i ty  B a p t i s t s  face, accord ing  t o  t h e  r e p o r t ,  i s  t o  b r ing  t h e i r  i n s i g h t s  t a  
bea r  on modern chu rch - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s .  The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  l ies i n  implementing t h e s e  in -  
s i g h t s  h r h e i r  own i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  and i n  i n f luenc ing  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  i n  t he  r i g h t  
d i r e c t i o n .  

The growing chu rch - s t a t e  i s s u e s  were c i t e d  i n  t h r e e  a r e a s  by the  Publ ic  A f f a i r s  Com- 
mittee r e p o r t .  They a r e :  

1. Growth i n  scope of  concern. The r a p i d l y  developing new Amrican  s o c i e t y  p r e s e n t s  
new areas of  chu rch - s t a t e  problems. Such items a s  urban renewal,  we l f a r e  programs, r a c e  
r e l a t i o n s ,  housing and educat ion r a i s e  many new i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e  no t  solved by o ld  approaches.  

2 ,  Growth i n  importance of s u b j e c t s .  Modern problems of freedom are more i n t e r r a l a -  
ted  than i n  t h e  p a s t .  The Vatican Counci l ' s  d e c l a r a t i o n  on r e l i g i o u s  freedom poses many 
p o s s i b i l i t e s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  C i v i l  r i g h t s  and freedoms cannot be separa ted  from r e l i g i o u s  
freedom. Relg i ious  p lu ra l i sm ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  and t h e  over lap  between pub l i c  and 
pr iva te  s o c i a l  programs expand t h e  importance of  chu rch - s t a t e  ques t i ons .  

3. Growth i n  denominational demands. " I n s t i t u t i o n s  such a s  t h e  c o l l e g e s ,  t h e  hospi-  
t a l s ,  and t h e i r  sponsoring convent ions have found t h e  (church-s ta te )  f i e l d  complex and have 
made numerous c a l l s "  on the  B a p t i s t  J ~ i n t  Committee f o r  he lp .  I n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  church- 
s t a t e  i s s u e s  a r e  among t h e  major ones faced by the  denomination today. 

The most p r e s s i n g  chu rch - s t a t e  problems f a c i n g  t h e  denomination and t h e  na t ion ,  accord- 
i ng  t o  t h e  Pub l i c  A f f a i r s  Committee r e p o r t ,  a r e :  h igher  educa t ion ,  an  i n c o n s i s t e n t  church- 
s t a t e  policy, r e l i g i o n  i n  schools ,  r e l i g i o n  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  and t a x a t i o n  f o r  churches.  

The B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee i s  designed t o  he lp  t h e  denomination work o u t  approaches 
t o  c o n t i n u a l l y  r i s i n g  chu rch - s t a t e  i s s u e s ,  t h e  r e p o r t  cont inued.  Hence, i t  c a r r i e s  on 
act ive  programs of s tudy  and r e sea rch ,  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s ,  information s e r v i c e s  and c o r r e l a -  
t i o n  of  B a p t i s t  in f luence .  

The B a p t i s t  Joint Committee on Publ ic  Affairs i n  Washington, i s  a coopera t ive  agency 
oof e i g h t  B a p t i s t  bodies  i n  North America through which t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  pub l i c  a f f a i r s  
committee does i t s  work. There are 15 o f f i c i a l l y  e l e c t e d  Southern B a p t i s t s  on t h e  committee. 
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MIAMI BEACH -- The Southern B a p t i s t  Brotherhood Commission, i n  i t s  annual  r e p o r t  t o  
t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention, d i sc losed  progress  i n  the  f i e l d s  of publ i sh ing ,  t r a i n i n g  
and c o r r e l a t i o n  of i t s  s e r v i c e s  w i th  o t h e r  SBC agencies .  

The Brotherhood Commission, which coord ina tes  nation-wide B a p t i s t  laymen's programs 
and missionary educa t ion  for  men, young men and boys, repor ted  t o  t he  convention t h a t  it 
s t a r t e d  a new magazine, publ ished fou r  books, t r a i n e d  hundreds of l eade r s ,  and sponsored 
severa  1 missionary educa t ion  p r o j e c t s  f o r  men and boys. 

One of 20 agencies and i n s t i t u t i o n s  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  SBC, t he  Brotherhood Com- 
mission provides a missionary educa t ian  program f o r  463,000 B a p t i s t  men and boys. 

I n  t h e  a r e a  of publ i sh ing ,  t h e  commission's r e p o r t  t o l d  of s t a r t i n g  a new men's 
l eadersh ip  magazine c a l l e d  "Guide," writing and publ i sh ing  f o u r  books, and preparing 
f r e e  guidance m a t e r i a l s  on B a p t i s t  Men's Day and Royal Ambassador Week f o r  each of t he  
almost 34,000 churches i n  t h e  Southern Baptist Convention. 

Ci ted  a s  t h e  h i g h l i g h t  i n  t r a i n i n g  was the p repa ra t ion  of 360 s e l e c t  men's leaders  
from 10 s t a r e s  t o  t r a i n  church and a s s a c i a t i o n a l  Brotherhood o f f i c e r s  i n  Brotherhood 
p r ine  i p l e s  and methods . 

I n  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  of s e r v i c e s ,  Schroeder s ing led  out  t h e  inc lus ion  of t he  Brother-  
hoed l eadersh ip  training program i n  t he  Church Study Course, providing churches a n  oppor- 
tunity t o  t r a i n  o f f i c e r s  f o r  a l l  educa t iona l  o rgan iza t ions  s imultaneously.  

George W .  Schroeder o f  Memphis, Tenn., execut ive  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  SBC Brotherhood 
Commission, presented  t h e  r e p o r t .  

The r e p o r t  i nd ica t ed  t h a t  221 persons took p a r t  i n  missionary educat ion p r o j e c t s  f o r  
men and boys sponsored by t h e  c om mission, The p r o j e c t s  included s e v e r a l  t o u r s  of mission 
po in t s  abroad and i n  t h e  U.S. 

Progress  on plans  f o r  the Fourth Nat iona l  Royal Ambassador Congress t h e  Brotherhood 
is sponsoring Aug. 13-15, 1968, i n  Oklahoma Ci ty ,  were ou t l i ned  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  Schroeder 
said the Congress is one of t h e  unusual ways t he  commission provides missionary educa t ian .  

Another, he said ,  was the  f i r s t  annual  World Missions Week planned f o r  f a m i l i e s ,  
June 22-28, a t  Ridgecrest  B a p t i s t  Assembly. Sponsors of t h e  meeting a r e  t h e  SBC Brother- 
hood Commission and t h e  Woman's Missionary Union. 
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Committee on Canadian B a p t i s t  Cooperation 
Report t o  the SBC 

2 : 4 5  p. m., Fr iday ,  June  2 

M U M I  BEACH -- The Southern B a p t i s t  Convention may even tua l ly  disband i t s  Committee 
on Canadian B a p t i s t  Cooperation because of a growing understanding between Canadian and 
Southern B a p t i s t s  and because of t he  over- lapping with the  newly-formed North American 
B a p t i s t  Fellowship C o m i t t e e  of t h e  B a p t i s t  World A l l i a n c e ,  the  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention 
was t o l d  here  (Fr iday) .  

The SBC'S Committee on Canadian B a p t i s t  Cooperation made t h i s  s ta tement  i n  i t s  annual 
r e p o r t  t o  the  convention, bu t  recommended t h a t  the committee "be cont inued another yea r ,  
psadfl lg .  f u r t h e r  cons ide ra t i on  of t he  cont inu ing  need for t he  committee." 

The committee a l s o  recommended " t h a t  t h i s  convention a u t h o r i z e  i t s  record ing  s e c r e t a r y  
t o  express  i t s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  Canadian B a p t i s t s  f o r  t h e i r  C h r i s t i a n  f e l l owsh ip  and i t s  
p raye r fu l  concern for t h e  b l e s s i n g s  of God t o  r e s t  upon the  work of Canadian B a p t i s t s  i n  t he  
year ahead. ' I  

The report i nd i ca t ed  t h a t  t h e  committee planned t o  eva lua t e  a t  l a t e r  meetings whether 
t h e  committee should be contimued s i n c e  t h e  North American B a p t i s t  Fel lowship Committee has 
come i n t o  existence. 

A c t u a l l y ,  the committee as a whole d id  no t  meet a t  a l l  l a s t  yea r ,  s a i d  Ar thur  B.Rutledge, 
chairman of the  committee and execut ive  s e c r e t a r y  of  the.SBC:Home Mission Board. 

Four persons,  ine lud ing  two members of each committee, however, m e t  in formal ly  i n  
connect ion wi th  t h e  i n i t i a l  meeting of the  North American B a p t i s t  Fel lowship of t he  BWA, 
t he  report  said.  

The r e p o r t  briefly o u t l i n e d  ways t h a t  Canadian B a p t i s t s  and Southern B a p t i s t s  have 
cooperated dur ing  t h e  pas t  year ,  and meetings where f e l l owsh ip  between Southern B a p t i s t s  
and Canadian B a p t i s t s  took p lace .  

An example of  future coopera t ion  cited was plans f o r  a project  i n  1968-69 t o  en l a rge  
and s t r eng then  B a p t i s t  churches on both sides of Lake E r i e ,  involv ing  B a p t i s t s  i n  Northern 
Ohio, Southeas te rn  Michigan, and Southern Ontar io .  

The p r o j e c t  will involve Sunday School enlargement campaigns, T ra in ing  Union en la rge-  
ment, p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  Crusade of the  Americas, and a concerted effort i n  t he  establish- 
ment of  new work, t h e  r e p o r t  s a i d .  

The r e p o r t  a l s o  t o l d  of t h e  work of Bertram King, Southern B a p t i s t  l i a i s o n  r ep re sen t7  '. 
ative t o  the  Baptists of Canada since 1958, o u t l i n i n g  where King had spoken du r ing  the  p a s t  
year. 
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ROUNDUP FOR SATURDAY LUIS 

MIAPlI BEACH -- Southern Baptists were advised here Sriday to involve their 
laymen or face population inundation. 

James L. Pleitz, pastor of First Baptist Church,Pensacola, Fla., described the 
mazitude of the problem and suggested a solution in one of the closii~g addxesses of the 
£our-day Southern Baptist Convention in Convention Hall. 

"The world population is gowing 10 times faster than the church. We arc losing 
ground-- lots of ground," he said, 

Pleitz. newly-elected chairman of the Executive Committee of the 10.9 million 
memberofde~ mAna ' f $8 &nL qgidL #$The ern c o n c Q  Ba t s E . ~ ~ P E ~ E Y ~ L F L o I C ~ ~ ~ X ~ I S B ~ ~ B ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Y ~ X & B ~  @o ~asficst 
§sg3gy an8 !h mc c urc  bu d ng. 

The answer is to involve the laity in a personal ministry, Pleitz said. Hc 
made thesc suggestions- 

"IJe can usc them morc in the scrvices of the local church. I have had a lawyer, 
scout executive, and a politicain preach in our church. In every case the men were well 
reccivcd. 

"Bhy shculd't we ask a lay-minister to lead in thc observance of the ordinances? 
Let a lay-minister serve the supper of our Lord. It is not necessary for thc pastor 
to always to perform this scrvicc. 

"?7hy shouldn't a layman have thc privilege of baptizing some of the converts? 
Many of our people have thc mistaken i d e a  this is a priestly function and can only be 
per formed by an ordained minis tcr . 

'tT,Jc also need to use the lnity morc in the work of our associations, state 
convcntions,and Southcrn Baptist Convention." 

Thc chnllcngc for lnity involvement wound up an emphasis on the convention thcme, 
"Mandate t o  Minis tcr. I' 

Thc final scssion of the convention was clcvoted to inspiring Southern Baptist 
youth to take thcir place in the world as Christians. 

Carl Dates, pastor of First Baptist Church of Charlotte, N. C., urged thc youth 
to tell adults "wc arc hcrc to match our livcs against this crucial hour in world 
history and a l l  wc ask is for you t o  bclievc in us just a little and to bc patient with 
us for awhile and to encourage us by your sincerity and sacrifice." 

In a business scssion thc mcsscngers took 3 stand for pence, planned pnrcnthood, Uibl~ 
reading and distribution, and church-state separation. Only a stntemcnt on peacc drcw 
opposition and that because it wasn't farceful cnough. 

The rcsolution on pcacc encouraged 3 search of thc Bible for principles setting out 
an individual's rcsponsibiliries to God and country; pledged support to government officials 
in their search for wise policies an3 a just pcacc; and pledged prayer support to men cngagcl 
in restrictive measures against dcstructivc forccs of inva8ion. 

Thc rcsolution on p1,anncd parcnthood was thc first in this are2 for Southern Baptists, 
It commended thc  judicious usc of medically approved methods of planncd parenthood to those 
couples who desire it and r.lissadnatiori . of planncd parenthood information. 

Thc scsolution on church and state said in part thnt "we remind all who call thcmsolvc, 
Bapt is ts ,  to distinguish corefully the scrvices thnt arc publically supported cxclusivcly by 
the churches ant1 hold to programs that arc! clearly committed to Christ and his kingdom." 

Re~;istmtion ronchcd 14,9303~ccond highest in thc 122-year history of the dcnominnti:)~ 
The 1965 mcetinf: in D n l l n s  drcw 16,053. - 

a. . 
Roy Jennings 
6-2-67 
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