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Prayers, God's strength
sustain, missionary says

By Mark Kelly

Baptist Press
3/21/96

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP)--A strong tide of prayer and loving support is helping
Nancy Watts weather the worst storm her family has ever endured.
A head-on car wreck on a winding mountain road in Peru Feb. 1 injured Watts
and her husband, Wade, and their two sons, Marcus, 9, and Joshua, 7. Seven weeks
later, she and Joshua are recuperating. Marcus is fighting back from severe brain
injury, while his father remains in a coma in a Memphis hospital.
"God has given me lots of strength and sustained me in ways I never thought
possible," said Watts, a Memphis native and Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board
missionary to Peru with her husband since 1986.
"Prayer has really helped me through this whole ordeal. So many people have
shown love and concern for our family. It has meant so much to know so many people
have been praying for me and my family."
The need for prayer and personal support will continue for some time. Although
board insurance will cover almost all medical expenses and the family will be put
on a year's medical furlough with salary, the stresses on Nancy will be intense.
The web of concern spun around the Watts family began with Hector Benavides,
pastor of Central Baptist Church in Huancayo, Peru. He was one of the first to
arrive at the accident scene. While emergency crews worked with the accident
victims, Benavides collected the Wattses' personal belongings, extensive because
of a planned holiday they were beginning.
Word of the accident spread quickly. Missionary Dan McLaughlin telephoned
mission administrator Larry Phillips, who was attending a conference in Quito,
Ecuador. Phillips and his wife, Kathy, left immediately for Lima. What followed
was a two-week whirlwind of activity.
--more--
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Missionary colleagues rushed to Lima and Huancayo to help. The Wattses' pastor
traveled 14 hours by bus to Huancayo to minister to the family. As one logistical
and medical decision after another had to be made, McLaughlin and Phillips stayed
in constant contact with Bill Goff, who directs the board's work in Spanish South
America, and FMB physician Travis White. Missionaries Mike Wendell and Woody
Fletcher stepped in to handle a multitude of practical and legal details.
White notified Randy Sprinkle, the FMB's prayer coordinator, who helped spread
word of the tragedy. During the first weekend, 3,168 callers dialed the board's
prayer line to find out how to pray for the family. Within three weeks, the tally
of prayer line inquiries would climb to 14,031. Christian radio stations and
Southern Baptist state papers picked up the prayer need as well. Computerized
prayer networks sped word of the accident around the world by electronic mail.
Five days after the accident, Marcus was finally stable enough to be
transported to the United States, and the mission board arranged for a medical
evacuation company to airlift him to Memphis, the Wattses' hometown. Nancy, who
suffered fractures in her hand, face and back, flew with him. Kathy Phillips had
flown there a day earlier with Joshua, whose ankle was broken.
It would be another eight days before Wade could make the six-hour flight.
Once in Memphis, another network of Christian concern sprang into action.
Members of area churches -- among them Highland Heights and Grace Heights Baptist
churches, the Wattses' home churches -- began to call and visit the hospitals,
bringing food and offering their help. Earlier, the area churches had raised money
to send Wade's mother and brother to his bedside in Peru.
Retired Peru missionaries Marvin and Jean Fitts opened their home to Joshua
and Kathy Phillips. Herschel Wells, a Southern Baptist Brotherhood Commission
staff member and longtime family friend, helped organize assistance. Bill Geiger,
a retired Peru missionary now serving as a chaplain at a Memphis hospital, made
pastoral visits to the family. Rick Bates, FMB family ministry director, flew to
Memphis to check on the family's needs, as did Bill Goff.
So many people were in and out of the hospital, attending to Nancy and Wade,
that one hospital worker finally asked, "Just who is this fellow, anyway?"
"I've been amazed at how many people have called or sent notes or gifts,"
Nancy said. "There's no way I could begin to thank everyone in person. I'm so
grateful for everyone who has helped us during this time."
Nancy asked that people continue to pray for Wade's and Marcus's improvement
and for God to give her strength and guidance as she makes difficult decisions
about their care. She also asked prayer for Joshua as he adjusts to a new school
and new friends in Memphis.
"So many people are praying God's will will be done," she said. "Sometimes
it's hard to accept what God's will might be.
"Of course, my will is that we will all get well and go back to Peru and serve
the Lord as we were. But that might not be God's will. We need strength to accept
his will, whatever it is."
--30-(BP) photos (one horizontal, one vertical) mailed to state Baptist newspapers
3/21/96 by Richmond bureau of Baptist Press. Cutlines posted in SBCNet News Room.
Response up in Middle East,
North Africa, workers re~ort

By Mike Creswell

Baptist Press
3/21/96

NICOSIA, Cyprus (BP)--Increasing response to the gospel in the Middle East and
North Africa is leaving Southern Baptist workers there thrilled but, in some
cases, struggling with new problems.
Responses are still counted each year by twos and threes in some places and a
few dozen in others, numbers that would hardly be considered a great revival most
places in the world. But in this overwhelmingly Muslim region, the increased
response has Southern Baptist workers optimistic that revival may be on the way.
--more--
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"Our personnel are experiencing an·increasing openness and responsiveness to
their gospel witness from all segments of society," said Dale Thorne, the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board's director for the area. The region has been one of
evangelicals' most challenging mission fields. But other sending groups working in
the region are reporting similar results.
The increased response has surfaced a new problem: "We are now seeing people
coming to Christ, and they are under persecution. We don't know how to deal with
this," said one worker from a sensitive Middle Eastern country that cannot be
identified.
Muslims who become Christians often are rejected by their family, a
particularly painful punishment for family-oriented Middle Easterners. They also
face jail terms, other punishments or even death at the hands of Muslim
governments.
·
At a mid-winter planning session, Southern Baptist workers reported results
from across the region:
-- Church growth in an Arab Gulf state is expected to intensify as the
government offers more freedom for believers to meet. More than 100 evangelical
congregations are functioning there now; three just won government approval to
share a rented house for meetings. Workers are building a program of decentralized
theological education, primarily with believers from outside the country.
-- Workers in Gaza are asking Southern Baptists to pray for a new evangelism
approach sharing the "Jesus" film on videos. About 30 percent of Palestinians
living in Gaza have access to VCRs. New believers will be formed into cell groups
for further study.
-- The association of Baptist churches in Israel recently accepted into
membership a new Spanish-speaking church in Jaffa and a Russian church in Haifa.
Response to the gospel has grown so much in another area of Israel that a worker
is being assigned there to teach and disciple new believers from a Muslim
background. Arab Baptists in Israel are considering sending workers to Arab
countries, one of the unpublicized benefits of peace overtures exchanged between
Israel and its neighbors.
-- In Morocco the release of several people from prison has led to a feeling
of increased freedom of religion. One worker reported feeling increased prayer
support. "I feel God is saying now is the time to go forward. God is in control,
and I stand in awe of what he is ready to do there."
-- Although only 1,000 Baptists worship in 13 small churches in Egypt -- a
nation of about 60 million people -- long-term growth prospects appear better than
ever, one worker said. A new theological teaching program based on individual
study and small home meetings has grown rapidly.
-- A worker assigned to Lebanon told of accompanying a medical team on visits
to Bedouin villages along the Syrian border. "A sheik asked me why I was there,"
he said. "I was able to share with them -- I told them what happened in my life
when Jesus came into my life. All I remember from that time are the wide open eyes
of the people." In Syria, "I was able to witness in one home to a man who had been
waiting to accept Jesus for two years."
-- A worker in Turkey said he has established a small group and has begun
preaching in Turkish. Now, he said, they are praying a second group can develop
into a church.
Although the number of Southern Baptist workers assigned to the Middle East
and North Africa has increased by 20 percent since 1990, new workers still are
needed.
--30--

300 volunteers sought
for project in Sweden

Baptist Press
3/21/96

ABILENE, Texas (BP)--Swedish Baptists have faxed an urgent request for 300
Southern Baptist volunteers in October; tripling the number originally sought.
--more--
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"It would be tragic for us to neglect such a great need as our Baptist
brethren attempt to reach their country for Jesus Christ," said W.H. "Dub"
Jackson, the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board's volunteer coordinator for
partnership evangelism projects in Western Europe.
Recent success in Denmark sparked the interest of Baptist leaders in Sweden,
causing the request for more volunteers. Denmark pastors said "their churches
would never be the same," Jackson said.
For more information on evangelism projects in Western Europe, interested
persons should call Jackson at 915-677-2500, or the board's Volunteers in Missions
Department at 800-888-VOLS.
--30-Southern Baptist professor
accepts Europe position

By Hike Creswell

Baptist Press
3/21/96

DORFWEIL, Germany (BP)--A Southern Baptist seminary professor has agreed to
lead a growing convention of 62 English-speaking congregations in Europe.
The European Baptist Convention's general council voted in February to ask
James Heflin, professor of preaching at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
in Fort Worth, Texas, to become its first non-missionary general secretary. The
EBC has close ties to the Southern Baptist Convention,
Heflin had asked for time to amicably end his relationship at Southwestern,
where he has taught since 1985. He has been taking a one-year sabbatical, serving
as pastor of Berlin's English-language International Baptist Church.
In his new job, Heflin replaces John Merritt, a Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board missionary who served the convention 24 years. Merritt and his wife,
Elizabeth, will leave in October to retire in the United States.
Heflin pledged close cooperation with the Foreign Mission Board and said he
thinks highly of board president Jerry Rankin and his administrative team.
Heflin and his wife, Wilma, plan to move to Wiesbaden, Germany, site of the
EBC office, by October. He will be the EBC's third general secretary, the first
who is not a Foreign Mission Board missionary and whose salary will be paid
directly by the EBC.
"We see this as fulfilling our natural growth. We believed we ought to grow
into this," said C.W. Bess, chairman of the search committee. A Texas native, Bess
is now pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church in Wiesbaden, Germany.
Heflin had worked in one EBC church whose membership was primarily American
military, and another where internationals were a majority and Americans a
minority. "We were attracted to his wisdom and diplomacy. He has had his foot in
both camps. He understands us," Bess said.
Not long ago most EBC churches were composed of U.S. military personnel
assigned to Europe. But in 1991, when U.S. forces started cutting their numbers in
Europe, the EBC pursued an aggressive church-planting program. While 15 churches
have been lost since the military drawdown, 17 new ones have been started -- some
in Eastern Europe. EBC church members now come from 94 nations, and Americans are
a minority in almost half the churches. EBC income increased during 1995 after
five years of decline.
Heflin is a native of Monticello, Ark., and a graduate of the University of
Arkansas and Southwestern seminary, where he earned a Th.D. degree. He served as
pastor in Louisiana and Mississippi and taught at New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary before becoming a tenured professor at Southwestern. Heflin has been a
pastor and taught in several European countries recently.
Europe and the European Baptist Convention are going through pivotal
transition, Heflin said. "I see us (EBC) as a stronger presence in Europe,
recognized not as Americans in Europe, but as Baptists in Europe helping Europe
win the world to Christ," he said.
--30--
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By Tom Strode

WASHINGTON (BP)--A Washington-based church-state organization has asked the
Internal Revenue Service to investigate one of the Southern Baptist Convention's
largest churches, Second Baptist, Houston, for what it described as recent
political campaigning in violation of the tax code.
The alleged violation cited in AU's complaint was the action of a church
member who did not have proper approval, a spokesperson for Second Baptist Church
said.
In a formal complaint filed March 19, Americans United for Separation of
Church and State Executive Director Barry Lynn said materials provided to his
organization "indicate that (Second Baptist Church), as a tax-exempt organization,
is engaging in political campaigning in violation of the prohibitions" in the IRS
code. He asked the IRS to apply "appropriate penalties including revocation of the
church's tax-exempt status," if the church is found to be in violation.
At a news conference disclosing the filing of a complaint, Lynn also announced
the inauguration of Project Fair Play, an effort by AU to bring churches and other
tax-exempt religious organizations into compliance with IRS regulations.
AU provided copies of materials made available at Second Baptist Church which
instructed interested members what slate of delegates to vote for at a precinct
convention two days later. The handout directed participants at Precinct 436: "If
a vote is being taken on Doug Elliott's or Tim McKay's slate, VOTE FOR the slate,
If a vote is being taken on a different slate (which may be a 'substitute' slate),
VOTE AGAINST the slate."
According to IRS guidelines, this would violate the code's ban on campaigning
"on behalf of (or in opposition to) a candidate for public office," Lynn wrote in
his complaint.
Neither the church, which has 22,000 members, or its staff approved the
documents, said Judy Craig, Second Baptist Church's director of ministries
network.
"The flier that they have was not approved through my office or through the
church," Craig said of the documents released by AU. Doug Elliott, a member of the
church, distributed the materials by placing them on the information desk in the
church's lobby without the knowledge of the church staff, she said. Materials
placed on the information desk normally must be approved first by church staff,
Craig said.
"¥1e're kind of shocked by this," Craig said. "We are bipartisan. We do not
endorse candidates. We would not tell people how to vote or who to vote for or
what to do.
"I think we do a good job in staying in our boundaries as a church. I don't
know if you can control all the individuals in a large church."
The precinct campaign is part of the Nehemiah Project, according to the
materials distributed,
The Nehemiah Project is about five years old and is an outreach of the
church's Christian Life Committee, which is under her supervision, Craig said. The
project is an educational tool to help people "get involved, to vote and to go to
their precinct elections," she said.
She had no knowledge of the preliminary meetings described in the materials
and did not approve the use of the room in which briefings were held to prepare
people for the precinct conventions, Craig said. The briefings and the meeting
room were announced in the distributed materials.
Pastor Ed Young, former SBC president, told the Houston Chronicle in its March
21 issue the AU charge is "an attempt by the left wing of our society to attack
those of us who are trying simply -- certainly to stay inside the laws of this
land -- but also to make a difference.
"It's about headlines. I guess they pick a church that they think they can
come after. But we have our attorneys dealing with the IRS."
--more--
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Elliott told the Houston paper he acted on his own, writing, printing and
copying the flier at his office. He said his flier was to promote precinct
participation only.
"I don't see how my individual activities relate to what the church is doing,"
Elliott told the newspaper.
At the news conference, Lynn said AU had not talked to Second Baptist before
filing the complaint. Craig said she was not aware of the problem until AU made
its announcement.
The director of the exempt organizations section of IRS was unavailable for
comment before deadline.
In announcing Project Fair Play, Lynn said AU is encouraging its members and
others to monitor political activities by churches and other religious bodies and
to report apparent violations to AU. The organization, which may be the most
strictly separationist of the church~state organizations, will report these to the
IRS, Lynn said.
"Most American churches responsibly comply with IRS rules barring partisan
politicking," Lynn said at the news conference. "Those who don't should give up
their tax~exempt status. It is voters, not churches, who should govern America,
because this is not a theocracy but a democracy."
AU previously filed a complaint with the IRS which resulted in a conservative
New York church losing its tax exemption.
During the 1992 presidential campaign, the Church at Pierce Creek in Vestal,
N.Y., and others sponsored full~page ads in USA Today and The Washington Times
under the title "Christian Beware." The ad asked how Christians could vote for
Clinton, citing his support of abortion, homosexual rights and condom distribution
in schools, as well as scriptures opposing such positions. It did not endorse a
candidate.
In January 1995, the IRS revoked the church's tax exemption. Apparently, it
was the first time the IRS has removed a church's tax~exempt status because of
partisan political activity. The church has sued the IRS in federal court.
While admitting the two churches AU has reported to the IRS are conservative,
Lynn said the effort is non-partisan. When asked if AU filed a complaint with the
IRS about a New York City church in which President Clinton endorsed New York Gov.
Mario Cuomo for re-election, Lynn said the current process was not in place. The
incident occurred in September 1994 at Bethel AME Church in Harlem.
A pro-life minister who attended the news conference described the AU effort
as "partisan politics."
"One wonders why this group has singled out conservative and evangelical
churches," said Rob Schenck, general secretary of the National Clergy Council, in
a written statement. "Why are we not hearing about liberal churches who have for
years served as the loci of political organization, mobilization and fund-raising
for liberal candidates, including Jesse Jackson and Bill Clinton?"
--30--

Herb Hollinger contributed to this story.
SBC ministers more active
politically, survey shows

By Tom Strode

Baptist Press
3/21/96

WASHINGTON (BP)--Southern Baptist ministers have become increasingly active in
political and public policy activism since 1980, according to a recently published
survey.
From 1980 to 1992, the number of ministers who said they would like to be
"more personally involved in social and political action" nearly doubled, from 25
to 48 percent.
The percentage of SBC ministers who reported some campaign activity, in
addition to voting, in the presidential election increased from 37 percent in 1988
to 59 percent in 1992.
--more--
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As an aspect of this trend, Southern Baptist ministers have become more
willing to endorse political candidates. In 1992, 81 percent of Southern Baptist
ministers surveyed said they had publicly endorsed a political candidate at least
once, even though only 12 percent said they had done so from the pulpit. In 1980,
only 53 percent said they had made a public endorsement, while only 4 percent said
they had done so from the pulpit.
The survey results are reported in the March/April issue of Books and Culture,
published by Christianity Today. The article and results are based on surveys of
Southern Baptist ministers conducted by Furman University political science
professor James Guth during the last four presidential elections.
The results would not be a surprise to most observers. Southern Baptist
ministers increasingly have spoken out on moral issues since the 1970s, and
candidates, especially conservative Republicans, more frequently have sought to
reach out to pastors of large Southern Baptist churches.
In a recent example, Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole and his wife,
Elizabeth, attended Prestonwood Baptist Church, a congregation of about 13,5000
members in suburban Dallas, two days before the Texas primary.
In the article, Guth and Wheaton College political science professor Lyman
Kellstedt said the results illustrate a dramatic shift by conservative evangelical
clergy in the last three decades.
In 1974, political scientist Harold Quinley reported in his book, "The
Prophetic Clergy," conservative Protestant clergy "were much less sympathetic to
political activity than were mainline Protestants. That gap has now almost
vanished, at least for Southern Baptists," Guth and Kellstedt wrote.
"Quite clearly, Southern Baptist pastors have become something of a political
force," they wrote. "While all conservative Protestant clergy have probably not
changed as dramatically, the Southern Baptist case suggests the political
relevance of ministers. At least some of the contemporary strength of the
conservative Christian movement -- especially in the South -- reflects the
activity of evangelical clergy. And there is evidence that this heightened
activity of evangelical clergy is having an impact on those sitting in the pews."
Part of the motivation for such increased activity by SBC ministers is greater
concern about such issues as abortion, homosexual rights, prayer in school and the
family, Guth and Kellstedt wrote. Ministers concerned about such issues are more
likely to encourage and to be involved in political activism, they wrote.
While Guth's statistics and analysis track his personal observation, "the
process was already well advanced by the time his study commenced in 1980," said
Richard Land, president of the Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission.
"There were two major events driving this shift from non-activity and, to be
quite honest, non-interest on the part of most Southern Baptist ministers to
becoming more involved," Land said.
"The first was the Roe v. Wade decision (legalizing abortion in 1973), which
had a profound shock on Southern Baptist ministers as the death toll accelerated
dramatically to about one and a half million babies a year. The shock wave of Roe
v. Wade and its blood-soaked aftermath cannot be overestimated.
"The second major event driving this process was Jimmy Carter's candidacy for
the presidency. Many Southern Baptists, including many ministers, saw Jimmy
Carter's candidacy as a 'born-again believer' and a Southern Baptist as being a
stamp of approval for Christians to be involved in the public policy process. Many
Southern Baptist ministers' first political involvement was in the campaign of
Jimmy Carter, and interestingly enough it was to prove to be the last time that
their involvement was in Jimmy Carter's party. In 1976, approximately two-thirds
of white Southern Baptists voted for Jimmy Carter. In 1980, approximately twothirds of that same group voted for Ronald Reagan against Jimmy Carter."
The surveys demonstrate a clear realignment by SBC clergy from being
predominantly Democratic to solidly Republican. In 1980, 33 percent said they were
Republican or leaned Republican. Four years later, 66 percent described themselves
in such fashion. In 1992, it was 72 percent ..
--more--
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Meanwhile, in the presidential election, 56 percent of Southern Baptist
ministers voted Republican in 1980, 81 percent in 1984 and 82 percent in 1988. In
1992, 78 percent voted for George Bush, even though the Democratic ticket
consisted of two Southern Baptists, Bill Clinton and Al Gore.
Other survey results contrasting the responses of Southern Baptist ministers
in 1980 with their responses in 1992 included (based on having done this activity
at least once):
-- took a public stand on a political issue -- 85 percent in 1980 to 95
percent in '92;
circulated a petition on a political issue -- 69 percent to 91 percent;
contacted a public official -- 69 percent to 87 percent;
wrote a letter to a newspaper editor -- 34 percent to 57 percent;
formed an action group in church -- 14 percent to 28 percent;
participated in a protest march -- 4 percent to 22 percent.
--30-Starving N. Korean children
get food from Texas Baptists

By Ken Camp

Baptist Press
3/21/96

DALLAS (BP)--Starving school children in North Korea should soon receive about
eight tons of dehydrated soup, thanks to Korean Texas Baptists.
More than a dozen volunteers from First Baptist Church, Lubbock, Texas, joined
representatives of the Korean Baptist Fellowship of Texas and Texas Baptist Men in
loading the North Korea-bound container at a High Plains dehydration plant on
March 14.
The container will provide more than a half-million servings of vegetable soup
for children in the famine-stricken country, according to Bob Dixon, executive
director of Texas Baptist Men.
Volunteers attached to each of the 500 boxes in the 20-foot container bright
gold stickers labeling the life-giving food a "love gift" from Southern Baptists
in the United States.
Yoo J. Yoon of Dallas, president of the Korean Baptist Fellowship of Texas,
said Korean Baptist churches around the state raised money to buy food for the
container.
They were able to get the dehydrated soup for about 2 cents per serving
through contacts made by Powell Adams of First Baptist Church, Lubbock, vice
president of agricultural missions for Texas Baptist Men.
The food was available at such low cost because it contained "irregular" or
"blemished" potatoes originally grown by West Texas farmers for potato chips.
Although not attractive enough to be used for their intended purpose, the potatoes
were ideal for dehydrated soup. Baptists paid only for preservation costs.
The "love gift" from Korean Texas Baptists should arrive and be ready for
distribution to Korean children by the end of April, according to Bill Fudge of
Cooperative Services International, the Southern Baptist aid organization that is
sponsoring the famine relief project in North Korea.
The container will be carried by rail to Long Beach, Calif., and then shipped
to Inchon by a maritime company owned by a Korean Baptist deacon in Oakland,
Calif.
Nationally, Southern Baptists' goal is to ship to North Korea 100 containers
holding up to 35,000 lbs. of food. About 40 have been secured so far.
Texas Baptists are seeking to collect enough dried beans, corn, wheat, barley,
cornmeal, wheat flour, spaghetti, rice, dried milk powder and dried egg powder to
fill 20 of the large shipping containers.
In Texas, fourteen containers already have been secured and are in the process
of being filled for shipment, Dixon said . .
--30--
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'Experiencing God' retreat

still impacting collegians

By Ken Walker

MURRAY, Ky. (BP)--The nation's first "Experiencing God" college weekend was
aimed at developing Christians' spiritual walk -- but ever since Murray State
University has been seeing students come to know Jesus Christ.
This movement followed the unexpected -- a number of the 300 students who
attended the January retreat at Kenlake State Resort Park also realized they
lacked a personal relationship with Christ, said Keith Inman, Baptist campus
minister at the Kentucky university.
"This was a discipleship weekend," Inman explained. "We didn't expect a lot of
unsaved people to show up, but they did."
Sponsored by Murray State's Baptist Student Union, the mid-January gathering
attracted students from more than a dozen Kentucky colleges and universities, plus
others in Indiana and Tennessee.
The impact of the retreat continues. When Graves County Baptist Association
sponsored simultaneous "Experiencing God" weekends in February, nearly 50 Murray
State students participated as small-group discussion leaders.
The ground-breaking college weekend was designed last fall. Murray student
Matt Johnson wrote the materials after discussions with Don Gibson of Texas, who
designed the original "Experiencing God" weekend. "Experiencing God" is a
discipleship study course written by Henry Blackaby and Claude King.
Although a small group handled the planning, nearly three dozen Murray State
students served as team members or in various leadership capacities, Johnson said.
During follow-up discussions after the weekend, many students said they
realized they needed to spend more time with God, he said.
"Our students are getting serious about that and as a result are sharing their
faith with others," said Johnson, a senior majoring in business administration.
"It's not a special emphasis, it's just a natural part of their relationship.
There's a lot of excitement around here about what God is doing."
While several students professed Christ as Savior during the weekend, Inman
cautioned that the movement he sees is not the dramatic awakening that touched
many college campuses last year.
"It's just a subtle, constant change," he said, noting the numbers at BSU
meetings are up more than 20 percent over the 1994-95 school year.
"I'm talking to more students on a regular basis; people are setting up
appointments to talk about their relationship with the Lord, missions and that
sort of thing. I'm not sure what's going on. I'd like to think people are drawn to
something that's life-giving."
At Morehead State University, BSU director Gene Parr said one of the eight
students who attended the weekend from his campus became a Christian as a result
and another has begun actively inviting non-Christians to BSU events.
"People who went seem to have more peace and confidence," he said. "They have
the knowledge that God is at work around us. They are definitely more excited
about being a Christian."
Areas where God is at work can be seen through the increased responsiveness to
BSU on campus, Parr added, with attendance this year at a weekly "seeker service"
up 15 percent or more.
Irt addition, he said BSU members are more outspoken about their faith around
campus and in the classroom.
"A lot of good came out of it," agreed David Buckner, a senior at Morehead,
noting he was touched by the weekend's "expectant atmosphere."
--30--
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By John Boquist

YORK COUNTY, Va. (BP)--Major William Clardy was educated with the best of the
best at the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo., and since his 1979
graduation, the Air Force and Clardy have served each other well.
The former B-52 pilot currently is staff officer for the Air Combat Command
Headquarters at Langley Air Force Base, Hampton, Va.
Now, however, Clardy is leaving the security of his military career for a
different set of orders.
In June, Clardy, 39, and his wife, Tawnya, and sons Nathan, 11, Andrew, 7, and
Stephen, 2, will move to Fort Worth, Texas, where he will enroll at Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary to train for the pastoral ministry.
Although vocational ministry is new to Clardy, ministry is not. He and his
family always have been involved in the local church. In their present church,
Bethel Baptist in York County, Va., they teach a couples' Sunday school class and
sing in the choir. William also is a deacon and leads a Royal Ambassador group,
while Tawnya leads a children's choir.
In choosing a military career, Clardy was following in the footsteps of his
father, William J. Clardy, a Navy chaplain until 1975 who then served as pastor of
First Baptist Church, Falfurrias, Texas, until his retirement in 1981.
The occasion of the senior Clardy's retirement was not a happy one. In the
months prior, he was having difficulty remembering things. Important appointments
were missed. Pastoral duties, such as preaching and performing ceremonies, were
becoming increasingly difficult.
"He was one of the first to say he had Alzheimer's disease and we didn't
believe him," William recounted. Like many families dealing with the early stages
of Alzheimer's, they thought Clardy just needed to concentrate a little more and
make a greater effort to recall this or that.
The family's concern increased during the few years after the retirement, so
in 1986, arrangements were made for the senior Clardy to be examined at Brooks
Army Medical Hospital in San Antonio, Texas. The examination was done the day
after the space shuttle Challenger exploded minutes after launch. During that
exam, "They asked dad, 'What great disaster happened yesterday?' He couldn't
answer."
Clardy's father, now in the advanced stages of the disease, is cared for at
home by his wife, Alice.
It was during this time Clardy sensed God more clearly calling him to
vocational ministry. Until then, in sensing God's will, he had felt that "where he
wanted me was as a military officer." But then, "I began to sense that it was time
for the torch to pass to the next generation."
When Clardy was offered early retirement last year from the Air Force, it was
a "door of opportunity opening for me." So with 17 years of service completed, his
application was approved for retirement in June.
In a Sunday service last October, their decision was made public as the Clardy
family came forward at the close of the morning service at Bethel Baptist to
announce the news to the congregation.
On Jan. 28, Bethel Baptist Church had its annual Baptist Men's Day where
laymen lead in worship. Clardy was the speaker in the morning worship services. At
the close of the 8:30 service, pastor Franklin D. Hall called the congregation
into business session and moved that the church license Clardy to the ministry.
The affirming vote was
unanimous.
Thanks to desktop publishing in the church office, a certificate of license
was prepared, signed by the pastor and church clerk and presented to Clardy at the
close of the 11 o'clock service.

--30-Boquist is minister of music, Bethel Baptist Church, Yorktown, Va.
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By Ken Walker

ONEIDA, Ky. (BP)--Six students from Oneida (Ky.) Baptist Institute made
history when they attended the annual missions conference at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville earlier this year.
The trip may sound ordinary, but Oneida chaplain Michael Spencer said
unprecedented spiritual renewal among the 475 students is what fanned excitement
over missions.
ni wouldn't go before because we didn't have kids interested in it,n said
Spencer, who came to the southeastern Kentucky boarding school four years ago.
Most of us have never been in anything you could call revival. I call it
awakening because people have awakened to God's Spirit," Spencer said, noting,
"This has been a great encouragement to the staff."
The wave of renewal touched this small mountain community last fall, with an
estimated 100 students making decisions to follow Jesus Christ. Forty of those
students were baptized at Oneida Baptist Church.
Although the intensity of the revival has subsided, the evidence of its impact
continues:
-- The number of s~udents in the core group of BSU leaders at Oneida has
doubled.
-- After climbing to a peak of 335 in the fall, attendance at Friday night BSU
chapel services remains between 150 and 200. The school's first-ever, student-led
prayer service on Wednesdays draws between 75 and 100.
-- Half a dozen student and teacher prayer groups are meeting weekly.
-- A spirit of peace has lessened conflict around campus.
President Bud Underwood said the man who tunes pianos at the school twice a year
was so impressed with the change he asked a teacher, "What's happened with your
students? I haven't seen a fight yet.n
"I'm beginning my 13th year, and in the years I've been here I've never seen
anything like it," said Underwood, himself an Oneida graduate. During his student
days in the 1960s, BSU only drew six to eight regulars from an enrollment of 125.
"Traditionally Christians haven't been a dominant force here," he said. "None
of us was prepared for revival. It's tapered off, but we're still seeing benefits
from it. I pick up on a lot of little good things and if you put the pieces
together, it makes quite a picture."
Underwood realized the change was real during a revival meeting at Oneida
Baptist Church. Henderson, Ky., pastor Dan Garland, who had preached at Oneida in
1993, admitted he wasn't too eager to return last September. But after 40 people
professed faith in Christ or rededicated their lives the first day, Garland asked
Underwood, "Is this a different group of kids than you had two years ago? They
weren't talking during the services, passing notes or giggling. Two years ago they
were indifferent to what was being said. Not now."
Spencer and other staff members had observed a difference before that. When
students returned from summer break, many who had been uninterested in the gospel
in the past told of encounters with God.
Many were high school boys, the chaplain said. That's unusual because normally
middle-school students show more interest in spiritual matters, he explained.
The normal 50 or so who attended BSU meetings last school year ballooned to a
crowd of 100 for the first meeting of 1995-96. Their responsiveness and hunger to
worship was so noticeable, Spencer said, that staff members knew something unusual
had occurred.
The change could be seen at Friday night services too. When crowds kept
overflowing the new campus center's fellowship hall -- which holds about 130
leaders moved the service back to the chapel.
Several times services turned into multi-hour testimony sessions, with
students sharing about conversions, ministering to classmates and healing of
emotional or physical problems.
--more--
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"These meetings were almost all characterized by a rather abrupt arrival of
God's Spirit in worship time, with lots of quiet and prayer," Spencer said. "We
never had a night where I was nervous about students giving testimonies. That was
unheard of in the past."
Although the unusual atmosphere seemed to dim after the Thanksgiving break,
the chaplain said the continuing unity, prayer, worship and spiritual growth among
student"s show the reality of what happened.
"There's a little bit of a sad, nostalgic feeling among those of us who were
in the middle of it," Spencer said. "But the wind blows where it will. We didn't
plan to start it and we didn't plan for it to end."
--30-Disaster ministry reviews '95 work,
looks ahead to more involvement
By Steve Barber

Baptist Press
3/21/96

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP)--The national coordinator of Southern Baptists' disaster
relief response says he will encourage even broader involvement by volunteers in
the year ahead as he released a summary of the ministry's activity for 1995 .
. Mickey Caison, associate director of the Adults in Missions department of the
Brotherhood Commission, said the scope of the ministry, now in its 27th year, can
be expanded by encouraging more local churches and associations to get involved.
"In the last year and a half, there have been more than 400 disasters
'numbered' by the American Red Cross, but we have only been involved in a fraction
of these," Caison said. "So there are a number of disasters at the local level
where churches and states could and would become a part of ministering without
even involving the actual movement of a feeding or child care unit. Teams can be
working in a church kitchen, for example."
In any case, such in-state responses would remain under the guidance of the
state director. Caison cited Jim Albers, Brotherhood director for the Missouri
Baptist Convention, as an early leader in taking this approach.
The role of the Brotherhood Commission would be to encourage and enable states
to be involved within their state without direct coordination from the agency in
Memphis, which automatically comes into play when more than one state is involved
in responding.
Caison said the response by volunteers in emergency situations, providing
child care, feeding, temporary repair, mud-out and clean-up was "very good" during
1995. More than 10,000 volunteers were involved during the year.
"The overall number of disasters seems to be increasing, while the size of the
disasters, aside from the major events like Hurricane Andrew and the Northridge
(Calif.) earthquake, are not as large. There are just more and more of them."
Caison said the response by volunteers in emergency situations, providing
child care, feeding, temporary repair, mud-out and clean-up was "very good" during
1995. More than 10,000 were involved.
The ministry had a more difficult time recruiting volunteers for long-term
projects during 1995, which included the reconstruction of homes destroyed by
hurricanes on the Caribbean islands of Antigua and St. Maarten.
"We were only able to successfully recruit half of the number we needed down
there, so there are a lot of homes yet to be repaired," Caison said. "The needs
down there are still so great."
In response, the Brotherhood Commission now is working with Foreign Mission
Board personnel to develop strategies for more mission teams to do repairs and
rebuilding on the islands during 1996.
Meanwhile, the level of interest among prospective disaster relief volunteers
continues to increase. "The number of persons trained by state conventions to
minister in disaster are up," Caison said, adding that both South Carolina and
Georgia recently had more than 300 people at their state training events.
--more--
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At the close of 1995, some 10,454 Southetn Baptists had received training in
disaster relief and response. Also during 1995, disaster relief volunteers from 22
state conventions:
responded to 84 disasters.
prepared 719,992 meals.
cared for 1,870 children at day care units.
repaired 726 homes and churches.
cleared 1,027 areas around homes of litter and debris.
In addition, 3,442 new volunteers received disaster relief training and 14 new
disaster relief units were added to the 142 mobile units already in operation.
"God has woven and thread of redemption around the world out of our
volunteers," Caison said. "They have taken very seriously the challenge of our
Lord to the Good Samaritan, 'Go and do likewise'."
--30-FamilyNet to telecast Easter
service from 'Sea World'

Baptist Press
By C.C. Risenhoover

3/21/96

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)--The 20th annual Sea World Easter Sunrise Service in
Orlando, Fla., scheduled to begin at 6 a.m. (ET) April 7, will be telecast "live"
by FamilyNet, the broadcast television service of the SBC Radio and Television
Commission (RTVC).
Featured on the Easter program will be Bobby Bowden, Florida State University
head football coach, who will give his testimony. Host of the event is Bill
Bright, founder of Campus Crusade for Christ.
The interdenominational service, free and open to the public, will be at the
park's Atlantis Water Ski Stadium. It is a co-production of Sea World, Orlando
churches and WTGL-TV (Channel 52).
A coach for more than 37 years, and coach of one of college football's most
successful programs for the past 19 years at Florida State, Bowden is a devout
Christian and family man. He speaks in churches throughout the South almost every
Sunday. On Easter he will share his thoughts on spirituality and how it
strengthens him both personally and professionally.
Others on the program include Orlando Mayor Glenda Hood, who will read from
the Bible, and a founder of the annual community-wide Easter service, who will
tell the story of·the small group who envisioned it and worked diligently to make
it happen.
Inspirational music will be provided by the singing group "Highest Call."
Those in attendance also will be led in the singing of traditional Easter hymns.
Orlando FamilyNet affiliate WTGL-TV is providing production and satellite
uplink services for the nationwide FamilyNet broadcast. WTGL-TV this year received
the prestigious "Station of the Year" award from National Religious Broadcasters
(NRB).

--30-SBC leaders challenged
to become 'bungee Baptists'

Baptist Press
By Sarah Zimmerman

3/21/96

ATLANTA (BP)--Like bungee jumpers who leap off a platform and depend on an
elasticized rope to break their fall, Southern Baptists need to dive into the
process of reconciliation even if it means losing control, said denominational
leaders.
"We need to be bungee Baptists," said Ernest Mosley, executive vice president
of the Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee. "We may have to say, 'Yes,
I'm afraid, but I'll jump anyway.'"
-.-more--
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Invited to Atlanta by Reid Hardin, Home Mission Board coordinator of renewal
and marketplace evangelism, the informal group discussed institutional and
personal reconciliation for 10 hours. Among hindrances they identified were the
desire to maintain control, lack of personal involvement and fear of compromising.
In part, the March 18-19 meeting was designed to prepare leaders for
Reconciliation 97, an international, interdenominational reconciliation gathering
slated for Sept. 1-7, 1997, in Coventry, England. Similar forums will be held in
10 cities throughout the nation this year.
Milton Ferguson, former president of Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary,
said Baptists making the jump toward reconciliation can find security in the
gospel message of salvation for all people.
"Reconciliation calls us to remember that we live in need of grace, but we
negotiate relationships from a power base," Ferguson said. "Reconciliation means
giving up the power games and being vulnerable."
Dorothy Sample, longtime Woman's Missionary Union leader, agreed. "We are one
in Christ, but our desire to control erects barriers."
The group briefly discussed reconciliation among SBC political factions. HMB
President Larry Lewis called himself a "strong supporter of the conservative
resurgence in the SBC." But he added, "love for my brother in Christ must be
unconditional; never predicated on his agreeing with me."
Most of the discussion, however, focused on racial reconciliation. Russell
Begaye, Home Mission Board director of language church starting, credited Southern
Baptists for allowing ethnics to be leaders among their own people. But he and
Willie McPherson, director of the HMB's black church extension, said minorities
must be included in broader denominational leadership.
"We can say on paper that we're the most ethnically diverse denomination, but
that's not reflected in the structure of our convention," McPherson said. "I feel
like I'm here as a safety net. When people say Southern Baptists are racists, you
can point to me and say, 'No we're not. We've got Willie and 2,000 black
churches.'"
McPherson also decried black leaders from other denominations being asked to
address Southern Baptist conferences when equally skilled black Southern Baptists
are available.
Dellanna O'Brien, WMU executive director, said the main obstacle to
reconciliation is people who don't take the responsibility personally. "I can't
take care of all the problems, but I can do something. We need to bring it to the
front burner and develop a passion to do something about it."
Lewis noted that 2 Corinthians 5 calls each Christian to be an ambassador of
reconciliation, which he said involves soul-winning and peacemaking.
As the group discussed working with other denominations, some expressed fear
they would be asked to compromise distinct Baptist beliefs. Ferguson addressed the
issue by saying, "Biblical reconciliation provides more opportunities for sharing
the gospel than denominational isolation. Reconciliation does not require us to
give up one thing. It sets me free to share who I am without artificial barriers.
God takes the blinders off and I'm able to see the image of God in another
person."
Larry Martin, director of missions for Kentucky Baptists, said the England
meeting will be a "platform to let others see what God is already doing in many
parts of the world. It will be a way to say, 'We've got a long way to go, but God,
thank you for what you're doing and for giving us a basis for reconciliation.'"
Last year messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting
approved a resolution calling for eradication of racism "in all its forms from
Southern Baptist life and ministry." A task force has been formed to implement the
resolution's stance. It will report to the SBC Inter-Agency Council.
Among other participants in the mid-March meeting were Dorothy Patterson of
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary; Jerry Rankin, pres~dent of the Foreign
Mission Board, and FMB missiologist Jimmy ~aroney; Robert Hamblin of New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary; and pastors Nelson Price of Georgia, D.L. Lowery of
Texas and Frank Thomas of Illinois.
--30--
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La. College's Lynn to retire
when successor is selected

PINEVILLE, La. (BP)--Robert Lynn, president of Louisiana College since 1975,
announced his retirement March 19 at the annual spring meeting of the Louisiana
College board of trustees, according to Sellers Aycock, chair of the board of
trustees.
Lynn told trustees he plans to retire effective with the hiring of his
successor.
Aycock, a businessman from Rayville, La., said a search committee would be
named and begin a national search to identify a candidate to be recommended as the
seventh president of the Baptist-affiliated, 1,200-student college, now in its
90th year. Aycock indicated no timetable has been set but presidential searches
typically require eight to 12 months.
Lynn was elected the sixth president of Louisiana College in April 1975 and
took office in July of that year. A news release from the trustee meeting credited
Lynn's administration with having achieved close relationships with students and
faculty, highly successful fund-raising and building programs, enhanced academic
quality and strong community involvement.
In recent years, the college has received numerous national recognitions and
awards from such college guides as U.S. News and World Report, Barron's 300 Best
College Buys and the Templeton Foundation's Honor Roll for Character Building
Colleges.
According to the college bylaws, the search committee will include the seven
members of the board's executive committee, plus a faculty representative to be
selected by the faculty and a student representative to be selected by the Student
Government Association.
The bylaws specify that once constituted, the members will serve on the
committee until a new president is chosen, even if their term of service on the
board of trustees should expire during the search process.
Lynn, who will turn 65 in November, said he had always had it in his
long-range plan to retire at age 65. He stated no one other than his wife, Bonnie
Lynn, .had suggested he retire.
"I wish while my energy and health are strong to set aside time for writing,
which has been placed on the back shelf during this 20-plus years," he commented.
He is a former editor and has authored many articles and poems.
Lynn said announcing his plans now would allow the search process to go on
expeditiously but without pressure, "contributing to the finding of the best
person to lead Louisiana College into the next century."
During the coming months, "whether it be six, 10 or 15, I will concentrate on
helping the college to reach the unfulfilled priorities in the 1992-97 Strategic
Plan," Lynn said.
He cited the following as his major objectives: 1) to finish the Quality Edge
Campaign, 2) to renovate the student center, 3) to endow $10 million in
scholarships, 4) to see the fruits of the new student recruitment process, 5) to
complete studies of the central curriculum and graduate schools' potential, 6) to
reach salary goals for faculty and staff and 7) to improve relations with the
Louisiana Baptist Convention.
Lynn encouraged board members to seek and follow God's leadership and
cooperate with each other in the presidential search.
After Lynn made his announcement, Aycock told the board he had experienced
several different reactions when Lynn had told him of his intentions.
"The first was a sense of loss and sadness," he said, "followed by a panic
attack of considerable proportions" as he contemplated all of the work involved in
conducting an effective presidential search.
Aycock said these feelings and concerns have turned to peace and thanksgiving
because, "if we come together in Christian love, respect the needs and views of
all of LC's constituencies and seek God's will, I know he will guide us to the
right person to lead us into the 21st .centu(y."
--more--
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Aycock also said during the organizational phase of the search process, the
most important thing will be to prepare a clear and definitive "leadership
profile" to guide the search committee in its work.
"We must get a clear definition of what we are looking for before we can
determine who we are looking for," Aycock said. "The search committee wants the
thoughts of everyone interested in Louisiana College to be heard and for all to
feel a part of the process of finding a new president."
--30-FIRST-PERSON
'I just want to go home,'
runaway Valerie sobbed

By Joni B. Hannigan

Baptist Press
3/21/96

PANAMA CITY BEACH, Fla. (BP)--"1 just want to go home and start over," Valerie
sobbed. Curled up in a fetal position, she rocked with her head between her knees
and tried to avoid her boyfriend's pleas to get away from the people who had just
offered her sanctuary and a way home.
As campus minister at Indiana University, I was part of the team of leaders
participating in the "Beachreach" project at Panama City Beach, Fla., during
spring break, March 9-14. Our project was a pilot for several other "Crossquest"
experiences offered to college students through the Baptist Sunday School Board's
National Student Ministries department.
Early Tuesday morning I had come to a Beachreach pancake breakfast being
served to the public, and was asked to intervene in a situation which had begun
the night before. Valerie, her "skinhead" boyfriend and two other males had met a
group of Beachreach students while they were watching bungee jumpers at an
amusement park. The students proceeded to introduce themselves and invite the
foursome to breakfast the next morning.
Valerie and her friends had good reason to appreciate the invitation. Cold and
hungry after being kicked off the beach by police the night before, they ended up
sleeping in damp woods, keeping their belongings hidden.
Warm pancakes and frosty orange juice satisfied their hunger, but Valerie said
she listened when William, a student from Alabama, began to read a Scripture
verse, Romans 6:23, to her. "It was like God was saying, 'Go ahead and share with
the girl, '" William said later.
Praying to "ask Jesus come into my heart," Valerie later said she felt
instantly at peace, "and not the kind that you just put on your face, but the kind
that is right here," she explained, pointing toward her heart.
Like the prodigal, she had left home six months before, but along the way
began to miss "mommy" and a way of life that began and ended with two caring
parents and a secure home.
What had gone wrong? And how did Valerie end up in Panama City Beach in the
company of three young men?
Ironically, Valerie said her family had started out in the friendly town of
Kissimmee, Fla., and moved to the Atlanta area a decade ago for her father's job.
Finding Atlanta a big place, and not having the childhood friends she had grown to
love, Valerie said she went through a series of disappointments in trying to "fit
in" to her new surroundings.
An explosive relationship with an older brother and emotional disorders
complicated by learning disorders finally led to increasing problems at home. At
age 14, Valerie began to experiment with marijuana, acid and speed.
That was four years ago, and Valerie is now a tender 18. She said she feels
she has missed out on her "childhood" and has been traumatized by some of her
experiences while in drug rehabilitation centers and at school.
--more--
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Valerie initially moved out of her ~ly,home and in with her newly married
older sister about six months ago. Then three months ago when that relationship
turned sour, Valerie said she finally moved out onto the streets with her
boyfriend. Describing her sister as her "best friend," Valerie said she knows she
has done wrong and really desires to have a relationship with her sister again.
"She won't talk with me anymore, and I really need her," Valerie said.
"I want my family to know I'm different. I don't know if I can trust myself,
and I don't know if they can trust me, but I just want to start over again," she
cried.
·
Breaking up the relationship with her boyfriend is hard, Valerie admitted. "He
was really.good to me. But he depended on me too much," she said. Just a few weeks
earlier, Valerie and her boyfriend met two other young men at a Waffle House in
Atlanta and decided to take a Greyhound bus south.
"They really counted on me to take care of them," said Valerie, the oldest.
"But I need to take care of myself first."
Describing her boyfriend as gentle "most of the time," Valerie said he is very
jealous and violent when she speaks with other people, and he doesn't like to see
her enjoy herself.
This was obvious at the pancake breakfast that morning. After asking Valerie
if she wanted to leave, we were walking to the car when her boyfriend came after
us, knocking over chairs, yelling and cursing.
Still sobbing quietly, Valerie sat in the backseat of the car, clutching the
hands of two students who had been involved in her discussion to return home.
"Jaime," Val~rie said to one of them, "do you think I could take a shower when
we get there?"
"Of course," Jaime replied, while I blinked back tears from the driver's seat.
Dressed in baggy boys clothes with dog-chain jewelry and a spiked bracelet,
Valerie's large eyes were barely visible under a pointy blue-knit stocking cap
which held back maroon-colored short braids.
Showing Valerie the pictures I carry around of my clean-cut and beautiful 13year-old son and 14-year-old daughter sparked friendly conversation -- and gave
contrast to the emotional situation we were now in. My thoughts kept returning to
the fact that Valerie's quest for happiness began at the same age as my daughter
is now. The similarity in their size, tone and build was riveting for me.
Later in the day, the change that had taken place inside was reflected in
Valerie's appearance. Several of the beachreachers returning from the day's events
didn't recognize the slim, attractive young women dressed in a borrowed sweatshirt
and matching shorts. That evening at Wal-Mart, with two Indiana University
students helping her select some basic clothing items, she said with a smile, "It
feels good to dress like a girl again."
Valerie's change seemed genuine. Not too eager for details of when she would
return home or with whom, she was very undemanding and appeared to want to relax
and enjoy her time with us.
Meanwhile, the local authorities, in cooperation with a pastor, had completed
a background check on Valerie, which proved consistent with the information she
had given us. Eighteen years old, she was from Norcross, Ga., and had no criminal
record.
Initially, Valerie had been offered a ride to Atlanta with Jaime, Baptist
Student Union president at Carson-Newman College in Tennessee. He had asked the
local coordinator his permission and been told to "do what Jesus would do." Later,
after consultation with Beachreach coordinator Bob Hartman, who works for the
National Student Ministries department of the Sunday School Board, those involved
decided it would be best to contact Valerie's parents first.
Unsure of their response, and since she had given us their phone number
earlier in the day, we decided not to tell Valerie we would contact them. By this
time she had expressed fear that her parents wouldn't welcome her return. She told
me they had refused to take her on a trip to Europe last year because they were
afraid she would run away there and never be found.
,. -more--

3/21/96

Page 18

Baptist Press

There at the pay phone, I asked God to intervene. I prayed that Valerie's
parents would accept her and welcome her home. I asked God to soften their hearts
and convict them of the real change in their daughter's heart.
The response of her mother, Christine, couldn't have been more gratifying.
"Oh, thank God she's OK," she cried into the phone. "How awesome that God was at
work, and you, Christians, were there at the right place and the right time."
Silent for several minutes as I explained the circumstances at the pancake
breakfast and recounted Valerie's acceptance of God in her life, her mother seemed
surprised when I asked if they wanted Valerie to be back home. "Of course, we
never kicked her out in the first place -- she left," Christine said, asking
quickly about Valerie's living conditions and if she had her medication.
Valerie's father, Von, away at the time of the first call, was excited the
next morning. "Praise the Lord," he said, realizing who was on the phone. 'W'e made
arrangements to keep Valerie busy until late that evening when her parents would
arrive from Atlanta to pick her up and take her home.
Busy on the beach building sandcastles, Valerie was rested and lively. "I'm
having so much fun playing," she said. Recounting the events of the past evening,
she said it had been great to just pop popcorn and watch funny movies with the
girls who were spending time with her. She said listening to the young men singing
in the upstairs dormitory made her think of how much fun she was having without
drugs.
"Everyone always tells me, but until now, I didn't really believe it. Now I
know I can have fun without drugs," Valerie said.
At worship that night, William told of his part in telling Valerie about
Jesus. "God said to do it and I did," he said. "It's all God. And now she's going
home."
, And home she went. Glimpsing a car hesitating in the parking lot, I flagged it
down and was excited to see Georgia license plates. Leading them through to our
room, I hesitated long enough to express my appreciation that they'd come to get
her. Thoughts of the prodigal rushed through my mind as the adrenalin flowed. I
wanted to remember every moment for those scores of students who would have liked
to have been there but responsibly had gone on to minister during their last
shifts at Panama City Beach, riding the vans, sharing their faith and praying for
Valerie and her parents.
Sound asleep and curled up in a little ball with a special off-white afghan
spread over her, Valerie's sun-kissed cheeks told of her last day in Panama City
Beach.
"Valerie, Valerie, we're here --wake up," her mother whispered, lovingly
stroking her arm, kneeling at her side.
"Mommy, mommy, mommy!" Valerie woke, reverting to the baby talk her mother had
said she used in times of stress. "I'm sorry. Can I go home now?"
"Of course," Christine said, while her father, Von, drew near. I closed the
door quietly and remained outside until they were ready to go.
I thought I'd capture the moment forever on camera. But my film turned out
light. That's OK, the moment will be.one I never forget. New beginnings, new life
in Christ. New life at home.
Valerie, clutching the flowers my students had given her and the plastic bags
with new clothes and gifts. Valerie, wearing her new cross and dove necklaces.
Valerie, grabbing me in a final wordless hug. Flanked on each side by a parent who
will not give up. Filled on the inside by the Spirit that never leaves and,
likewise, never gives up on us. And the memory of her peers, beachreachers intent
on spreading the good news about a God who truly changes lives.
--30--

Hannigan is Baptist Student Union director at Indiana University and a free-lance
writer.
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By David Winfrey

ALPHARETTA, Ga. (BP)--In 1969, J.V. Thomas was the only state convention
employee with a job description that involved helping Southern Baptists plant
churches.
·
"At that time, starting a new church was about as unpopular as anything that
you could do," says Thomas, this year's recipient of the Home Mission Board's Jack
Redford Church Extension Award.
Since then, Thomas says, a change has occurred among pastors and others to
accept church planting as needed in the convention.
In 1979, Thomas started a pilot project to help Gambrell Street Baptist Church
in Fort Worth, Texas, start new mission congregations. The initiative grew into
the "Key Church" project, which helps churches make local missions a priority.
The Gambrell Street effort paid off with at least 29 new congregations, Thomas
said. Texas turned a corner in 1974 by starting more churches than the state lost
that year, he adds.
Today, about 250 churches are "Key Churches." About half of those are in Texas
and the rest are in 24 other state Baptist conventions.
Key Churches prioritize for local missions by involvement in evangelism,
ministry and church starting, Thomas says. They allocate staff, organize resources
and set goals for at least one new congregation every year, one new ministry every
year and a baptism ratio of one for every eight members.
In 1992, the Home Mission Board recruited Thomas to take the Key Church effort
nationwide. About that time, church planting became more accepted among churches,
Thomas says. "It's been a revolution," he says. "With the Home Mission Board
giving emphasis to it, the older states bought into it."
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