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Free speech, abortion rights
argued in Supreme Court case

By Tom Strode

Baptist Press
10/17/96

WASHINGTON (BP)--The two-century-old First Amendment right to free speech and
the two-decade-old right to abortion clashed in oral arguments before the U.S.
Supreme Court Oct. 16.
In a case involving pro-life protests outside abortion clinics in Buffalo, N.Y.,
the justices focused on a lower-court establishment of a no-speech, bubble zone, 15
feet in all directions, which moves with each person entering or leaving a clinic.
The pro-life activists, who lost in the lower courts, argued the bubble zone
established by the injunction is a violation of free-speech rights on public
sidewalks. The abortion providers contended the floating zone is necessary to protect
trom harassment women arr1ving at the clinlc.
The federal court injunction bans physical abuse but allows sidewalk counseling
which is not threatening and involves no more than two people. The injunction,
however, says the person being counseled has a right not to listen. Once the person
being counseled says he or she does not want to hear the message, the counselor must
immediately "cease and desist" and move back at least 15 feet. The injunction also
includes a 15-foot buffer zone around clinic entrances and driveways.
The case, Schenck v. Pro-choice Network, is not a standard abortion rights case.
Its result may have an impact not only on pro-life protests but on street preaching
and witnessing, homosexual rights demonstrations and labor picketing.
The justices grilled Jay Sekulow, attorney for the pro-life protesters; Lucinda
Finley, representing the abortion providers, and Walter Dellinger, acting U.S.
solicitor general arguing the government's case on the pro-choice side.
Questioning Dellinger, associate justice Anthony Kennedy said the restraining
order is "not precisely tailored" and called it "a very difficult First Amendment
case." When Dellinger asked what else a federal judge could do in response to
harassment of women and clinic staff by pro-lifers, Kennedy said he could read the
First Amendment.
Associate justice Stephen Breyer asked Sekulow if there is "some word, thought
or idea" that can be communicated from less than 15 but not from more than that
distance. A person cannot point out a Bible verse, Sekulow said. He also said it is
hard to shout over clinic escorts when they surround a woman and block a message as
well as an approach.
The restraining order "burdens more speech than is necessary," Sekulow said.
Later, associate justice Antonin Scalia asked if the First Amendment was:
"Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me."
"That's our view of the First Amendment," Sekulow said.
--more--
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Finley called the protests, which began in 1990, an "unrelentless campaign" of
harassment. When she cited testimony by an expert on social impact theory, several
justices challenged her dependence on medical stress as a basis for a restraining
order.
Associate justice David Souter denied the high court had ever used stress as
such a basis and asked if the high court had ever recognized stress in the case of
workers going through a picket line. He also said floating and overlapping no-speech
zones are difficult to enforce.
Afterward, Sekulow said he believed the justices pointed out "there is not a
medical exception to the First Amendment."
The "cease-and-desist" order is "a heckler's veto, an audience veto that's being
imposed here, " he said.
"The First Amendment applies to abortion protests like any other form of speech.
If it does not, we'd be in very difficult shape."
He thinks "the court is concerned that if, in fact, these floating, speech-free
bubble zones are approved that what we will end up with is every social protest
movement will be subject to a gag, a gag of silence around the target of their
demonstration," Sekulow said. "And I think that would set, without a doubt, a very
dangerous precedent."
Paul Schenck, an Assembly of God pastor whom Sekulow represented, said, "In the
history of this case, we have never challenged the court's right to restrict
crowding, shoving, grabbing, punching, intimidating, hurting someone. That's not our
purpose. Our purpose is to implore someone at a moment in crisis to change their
minds from doing something deeply regrettable and terribly tragic, which is taking
the life of their own child ... "
Finley said it "is not a speech case. This is a case about how to deal with the
fact the defendants have repeatedly harassed and intimidated and physically assaulted
people as they're trying.to go into hospitals.
"tt;:; part of their mess.::tge is il'1 ·any way ·.cestr·lt;t.:t<d," she said.
In spite of the restraining order, protesters continue to shout and disturb
women inside the clinic, Finley said.
What happens if the abortion advocates lose the bubble zone, she was asked.
They "ask for a Madsen-type buffer zone," Finley said.
In the 1994 Madsen v. Women's Health Center decision, the Supreme Court upheld a
36-foot buffer zone around entrances and some noise restrictions at a Florida clinic.
The justices, however, struck down a no-approach zone extending 300 feet around the
clinic.
A decision is expected by early summer next year.
--30-Enrollment, giving increases
reported to Southern trustees

By Don Hinkle

Baptist Press
10/17/96

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)--Citing increases in new student enrollment, monetary gifts
and cooperative spirit among trustees, administration, faculty and students at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, President R. Albert Mohler Jr. said all three
are evidence that Southern "is moving forward" and "gaining momentum."
Mohler's remarks carne amid a succession of positive developments reported to the
seminary's board of trustees during its regular fall meeting at the Louisville, Ky.,
seminary Oct. 14-16.
"It is clear," Mohler said, "that Southern Seminary is moving forward, keeping
the commitments it has made to the Southern Baptist Convention, maintaining our
convictions and demonstrating our resolve to serve the churches of this convention by
providing the finest quality programs of theological education."
Mohler announced that new student enrollment for the fall semester was up 22
percent compared to 1995. He told trustees he is pleased with the high quality of
students coming to Southern and is impressed with their commitment to the ministry.
--more--
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In addition, Mohler said the semi~ary has been ranked first among the nation's
theological institutions in the amount of monetary gifts received for the most recent
year. The seminary received $3.5 million in gifts in addition to Cooperative Program
support, giving it the top spot according to figures compiled by the Association of
Theological Schools. Mohler also announced two recent donations, one totaling at
least $2 million and another expected to reach $325,000.
"This is something only God could do," said Jerry Johnson, board chairman and
pastor of Central Baptist Church,, Aurora, Colo. "We're happy to see this blessing on
the school."
Johnson made his comments after the board adjourned without any of its members
casting a dissenting vote throughout the session, reflecting a cooperative spirit
sweeping the oldest of the Southern Baptist Convention's six seminaries.
Trustees unanimously approved the formation of a joint
trustees/administrative/faculty task committee to consider the seminary's tenure
policy. The committee was formed after discussion with the trustee academic personnel
committee and faculty representatives, as well as the president. Given the changing
nature of tenure in academic institutions, all parties considered the formation of a
special study committee to be appropriate. The membership of the committee is to be
named by Feb. 4, 1997, and it will bring its report and recommendations after it has
concluded its study process.
Trustees revisited the hiring policy for faculty which had been newly
established by board action in April 1995. After a process of consultation, the
administration brought a revised policy recommendation with support of the seminary's
faculty, and trustees received the recommendation unanimously. The new policy calls
for greater consultation with faculty search committees prior to the president making
formal faculty recommendations to the board of trustees.
"The sense of unity, common vision and cooperation between faculty, trustees and
administration is a clear sign of forward momentum and great opportunity for the
future, " Mohler said.
Other action taken by the board included:
-- changing the name of the seminary's school of Christian education to the
school of Christian education and leadership. Mohler said the name change reflects
the school's increased emphasis on leadership in the church and is a response to
requests made by SBC churches for such training. The leadership curriculum will be
geared to helping students in all of the seminary's degree programs develop
leadership skills.
-- changing the name of the seminary's school of church music to the school of
church music and worship. Like the name change with the school of Christian
education, this change is in response to the needs of SBC churches and reflects the
school's more intensive focus on worship. A curriculum is being developed that will
bring pastors and missionaries into the classroom with ministers of music.
-- Authorization was given for the president and board officers to negotiate and
to execute a final contract for the transfer of the Carver School of Church Social
Work to Campbellsville (Ky.) University.
The positive spirit was evident as trustees, faculty and students gathered for a
picnic lunch on the seminary's lawn and at other points on the campus.
Mohler also announced that construction had begun on the new conference center
adjacent to the Honeycutt Campus Center. The new building will contain a cafeteria,
banquet facility and conference and seminar space. Mohler said the $3.8 million
structure should be open by fall 1997.
Trustees, faculty and students commemorated a significant milestone by
rededicating Norton Hall, the oldest building on the seminary campus. A justcompleted $300,000 renovation has transformed the interior space of the 70-year-old
building, adding enhanced lighting, acoustically engineered surfaces and a vaulted
ceiling. The building's interior space had remained unfinished since 1926. "This is a
reflection of our heritage and a clear sign of this institution's commitment to move
with boldness into the future," Mohler said.
--more--
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Mohler also announced plans to complete a similar renovation of classroom space
by fall 1997.
--30--

Yeatherman takes a stand
against Fox -- with his job

By Daniel Yalker Guido

Baptist Press
10/17/96

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)--Bart Simpson probably would tell James Spann "don't have
a cow, man."
But Spann has a conscience, Bart.
One that wouldn't allow him to be connected to the type of programming Fox
Network TV produces.
"I wasn't raised to believe in the sort of thing I've seen broadcast on several
Fox-produced programs," Spann said. "The last thing I'm going to do is raise my 12year-old son, J.P., to believe I'd work for such an employer."
Until Sept. 1, Spann, a meteorologist by training, worked as a weatherman for
WBRC Channel 6 in Birmingham. That was the same day Channel 6, formerly an ABC
affiliate, began broadcasting the Fox TV lineup as a Fox affiliate.
The station's ownership changed hands several times until it bec-ame -an affiliate
to Fox last April. Channel 6 switched formats Sept. l, the day Spann resigned.
An active Promise Keeper, Spann said he decided even before attending rallies of
the popular men's movement he would do his best to serve as a positive role model for
children.
"I started speaking to children in schools when I was 23 years old. And each
year, I see more hurt and love-hungry children," Spann said. "These days, I can
almost expect at least one child will come up to me and cling to me and not let go.
It makes me want to cry, it's so sad.
"I guess they feel here is a man who shows he values them as people, talks about
his faith and his belief that they can be the best they can be., and many of these.
kids don't get that kind of positive input."
Spann, 40, accepted Christ as his Savior at age 12, in 1968, shortly after his
dad left him and his mom, and a divorce followed.
"I know what it is like to come from a broken home," Spann said. "I guess that
is the reason I want to reach out and help today's kids, so many of whom now share
that same experience."
The weatherman learned of the station sale to Fox shortly after it was completed
last spring. He filed suit to void his contract July 9, arguing he had not signed a
contract with a Fox affiliate, but with an ABC station.
Fox attorneys filed an answer on behalf of Citicasters, the current owner of
Channel 6, which argued Spann would have to honor a no-compete clause in his contract
which stated an employee could not go on air for any TV station within 75 miles of
the WBRC transmitter for 12 months after his contract expired.
A temporary restraining order Fox filed to prevent Spann from working for the
new ABC affiliate in Birmingham was denied by a state court judge on Oct. 10.
Bernard Nomberg, an associate of Ed Hardin, of Hardin & Hawkins of Birmingham,
one of Spann's attorneys, said the judge agreed with Hardin's contention that Spann
should be able to work for the ABC affiliate.
Spann is a college graduate, a certified meteorologist, a full member of the
American Meteorological Society and has the seal of approval from the National
Weather Association. He also has worked for a CBS affiliate in Dallas and an NBC
affiliate in Birmingham.
"The next step is we wait and see if Fox does anything else," Nomberg said.
Spann's case against Citicasters to void his contract is filed with the federal
district court. Fox recently filed suit in state court against the new ABC station
owner, Joe L. Allbritton, in an attempt to bar Spann and Brenda LaDun, a popular news
anchor from Channel 6, from working at the new Birmingham ABC affiliate. Hardin's
firm does not represent LaDun. Allbritton is a Washington, D.C., banker who also owns
WJLA, an ABC affiliate in the district.
·-more--
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The reason each side filed in a different jurisdiction was because each believes
their chances of winning are best -- for Fox, at the state level; for Spann, at the
federal level.
Nomberg said the judge in the hearing on the temporary restraining order ruled
that because Fox can hire another weathercaster, there was no irreparable injury, and
thus Fox cannot bar Spann from working.
Now working at ABC 33-40, two simulcast stations, Spann said he is relieved that
the hardest part of his battle -- being unemployed -- is over.
"The time I was unemployed, Karen, my wife, and I had a few bad moments where we
believed we were all alone," Spann said. "But those were momentary at best. Thank
God, we had so many people praying for us, calling us, sending us cards, bringing
over foodand gifts, anything to show they were supporting our stand."
Spann said he met Allbritton when the banker came to his church, Hunter Street
Baptist in Birmingham for Sundayworship services. Spann is chairman of the deacons
in the church, which reports 4,500 in Sunday school enrollment.
Spann said his professional experience has reinforced the lessons he's learned
as a Promise Keeper, to reach out and encourage -- give courage -- to other men who
.are struggling to decide whether they too should stand up for their faith and
convictions, no matter how the world responds.
"If you will stand for what you believe, God will take you through the valley.
Christ is there with you every step of the way. You'll never walk alone," Spann said.
--30-Annuity Board funds
go to daily valuation

By Thomas E. Miller Jr.

Baptist Press
10/17/96

DALLAS (BP)--The Annuity Board of the Southern Baptist Convention has converted
its four investment fund3 from monthly tv caily vc.l·J.c.tion, mal~ing pc!:sib:!.e daily
transfers among the four retirement investment funds.
John R. Jones, senior vice president for fiduciary services, described how daily
valuation works:
"The performance of each fund and the fund's net asset value (NAV) -- the
per-unit price of a fund -- will be available daily. Net asset value is the current
market value of one unit of an investment fund. It's the price at which an investor
would sell or buy one unit. Net asset value is calculated daily after the financial
markets close. The closing market value -- including dividends and income -- of all
the fund's securities and other assets, such as cash, are totaled at the end of each
business day. Then expenses are subtracted. That result -- total net assets -- then
is divided by the number of outstanding units to arrive at net asset value."
Participants are familiar with a unit value in the Variable Fund, the "unit"
value being similar to the expression of "share" value in a mutual fund. At the end
of August, the unit value of the Variable Fund was $18.53. At the beginning of
September, a unit value of $10 per unit was arbitrarily established for the Fixed,
Balanced and International Equity Funds, and participants were credited with a
corresponding number of units to equate the dollar value of their holdings in each
fund on August 31.
At the close of September, the unit values for the four funds were $19.69 for
the Variable Fund; $10.39 for the Balanced Fund; $10.25 for the International Equity
Fund; and $10.05 for the Fixed Fund. These values reflected a rise in value during
the month for each of the Four Funds: 6.2 percent for the Variable; 3.9 percent for
the Balanced; 2.5 percent for the International Equity; and 0.52 percent for the
Fixed Fund. At the close of business on Friday, Oct. 11, a daily value was struck for
each fund, and this now will occur at the close of each business day. The value can
be heard 24 hours a day on the Annuity Board's Voice Information Processing Service
(VIP Service) at 1-800-262-0511.
--more--
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Daily valuation offers participants previous~day account information, faster
processing of transaction requests and use of current values for transactions.
Previously, valuation of the funds was at the close of the last financial markets
business day of each month. Transfers could be made only once a month and the change
order had to be received before close of business in the month for which the value
was struck.
"Daily valuation enables participants to move money from fund to fund on any day
the financial markets are open," said Jones. "However, the Annuity Board does not
recommend market timing or frequent switching of investments. These system changes
are being made to provide enhanced services to our participants and provide those
services more efficiently," he said.
Participants who wish to transfer accumulations among the investment funds or
change their instructions for contributions allocation may do so by calling the VIP
Service and pressing the appropriate keys on a touch~tone telephone when prompted by
the automated voice. During business hours they can speak to a customer relations
specialist.
There will be no restrictions on the number or frequency of daily transfers.
Each transfer order on the VIP Service will generate a written confirmation.
On Jan. 1, 1997, the present 4~fund investment structure will be replaced by a
new, 13~fund structure, and all 13 of the new funds will have daily valuation. Four
of the new funds are "blended" funds, made up from the nine "select" funds.
Participants can choose one or more blended funds, or build their own portfolio using
the select funds.
For six months Annuity Board personnel and state annuity representatives have
been conducting "LifePoints Seminars" across the nation to explain the new investment
structure. Participants who did not register at a seminar should have received a
LifePoints kit in the mail.
All participants must mail in a Participant Investment Election Form by Nov. 1,
1996, to ins~ruct the Annuity Board how to allocate the_participant's money. among the
new funds. For 'those who do not send in a form by Nov. 1, their investments will be
transferred into the new funds in proportion that most nearly matches their
allocation among the four current funds:
FundDefault
Fixed FundEnhanced Cash (Select Fund)
Balanced FundGrowth & Income (Blended Fund)
Variable FundGlobal Equity (Blended Fund)
International Equity Fundlnternational Equity (Select Fund)
--30~~

Prayer sought for missionary
bitten by green mamba snake

Baptist Press
10/17/96

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (BP)~~Southern Baptists were called to urgent prayer
Oct. 16 for Mozambique missionary John Dina, who was bitten by a deadly green mamba
snake that afternoon.
Dina, an Arizona native who turned 34 Oct. 12, has reported tremendous response
to the gospel in Zambezia province, where he serves as a general evangelist, said
James Westmoreland, associate director of Foreign Mission Board work in southern
Africa. As many as 80 churches had asked for Dina's assistance since his return from
furlough in June.
Dina was out in the bush country near his home in Quelimane when he was attacked
by the snake, a member of one of several deadly species found in southern Africa,
Westmoreland said. The snake bit Dina on the leg and then chased after him.
Notified of the attack, South Africa missionary Martha McAlister and Foreign
Mission Board missionary health director Van Williams began immediate efforts to rush
anti~venom serum to Mozambique and transport Dina to a hospital in Johannesburg,
South Africa. Urgent prayer requests for Dina were posted on the board's toll-free
prayer line and CompassionNet electronic prayer network.
--more--
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Dina was in intensive care at the Johannesburg hospital the morning of Oct. 17,
Westmoreland said. The first 48 hours after such a bite are critical, doctors said,
and Dina at that point was halfway through the time period. The fact he received the
serum quickly and was evacuated promptly improved his chances for survival, they
said.
Southern Baptist intercessors were asked to continue praying for Dina, who was
expected to remain in the hospital for at least another week.
Dina and his wife, Wanne, returned in June from a six~month furlough in
Oklahoma, where Dina served as pastor of Trinity Baptist Church in Duncan prior to
missionary appointment in 1991. They have three young children, Hannah, Andrew and
Matthew.

HIV-positive woman gave
church a chance to care

Baptist Press
By Tim Palmer

10/17/96

ST. LOUIS (BP)~~"That woman has AIDS!" trumpeted a headline in Word & Way, the
Missouri Baptist newsjournal, four years ago this October. The article that followed
was a first~person account by a woman who had tested positive for HIV -~ the virus
that causes AIDS. It told of the betrayal and rejection she experienced in one church
and the love and acceptance she found in another church. An editor's note stated that
the author's name had been withheld to spare her additional pain.
The woman is Ann Hummert, a 36~year~old St. Louis resident. She learned she was
infected with HIV in 1990 ~- three years after she was the victim of rape. The church
that responded to her with love and compassion is Hanley Road Baptist Church in St.
Louis. She had been a member of the church for about a year before she shared her
condition with the congregation.
.
PasteL· Slade JohnsOil, in whom she had confid~d early on, urged he;: to tell the
other members, Hummert recalled. "He felt like I wasn't giving the church the chance
to be the church, and to really care for me." The outpouring of love that followed
her announcement made her glad she had given it.
The church also has supported Hummert's efforts in AIDS education. "It's the
only weapon we really have against the fear that surrounds AIDS." She has conducted
workshops on the disease at Hanley Road and other St. Louis churches; she also speaks
at schools and youth conferences.
Hummert particularly enjoys talking to young people. Meeting her puts a face on
AIDS, she noted. "It makes them aware of what their decisions can cost them."
She emphasizes sexual abstinence. One time after she spoke at a school, a girl
student approached Hummert and told her, "You probably have saved my life."
The girl's boyfriend had been pressuring her to have sex. After hearing Ann, the
girl decided that if he couldn't respect her desire to abstain, she would find
someone who could. "For me, that made everything that I do worth it," Hummert said.
AIDS has been a challenge to churches, she observed, because of the issues it
raises -- sex, homosexuality, drugs. "I think there are still some people who view
this as a gay disease," she said. "It's a people disease." The disease is spreading
faster among young women than any other group.
Hummert predicted: "As long as we bury our heads in the sand and say, 'I'm a
single white female who is not promiscuous, who has never done drugs -- there is no
way this will ever happen to me,' as long as we have that mentality, there is no way
this virus will ever be stopped.
"It's very important that we realize: It's not who you are that puts you at risk
of this disease, it's what you do."
Hummert also would like to see a stop to the blaming that continues to accompany
AIDS. She told of recently hearing someone who claimed to be a Christian say all AIDS
patients should be rounded up and sent to an island, that they all had gotten what
they deserved.
. --more--
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"I don't care what a person's lifestyle is like," Hummert countered, "nothing
they could do would make them deserve this disease. It's a death sentence ·· plain
and simple.
"It's not going to go away, there's no cure, there won't be in my lifetime.
"I think it's time we started looking past the disease and look at the person.
It's a person who needs love and compassion and care ·· not judgment." Pastor Johnson
said Hummert has been a "consciousness·raiser" for him and for the Hanley Road
church, allowing them to see the real human tragedy involved in the illness,
The church has a tradition of being open to people in pain, such as those who
had undergone divorce, he noted. "There's never been a lot of legalism around here as
far as those sorts of things."
Johnson added, "I'd like to think it's a real spiritual maturity, too. The
ministry of Ch-rist was a willingness to reach out to the needs of hurting people."
Rick Lay, pastor of Harmony Baptist Church in St. Louis, has been involved in
ministry to people affected by AIDS since the late 1980s. He led a support group at
the church that Hummert credits with saving her life, "It's been a hard journey for
her," Lay noted.
Hummert recalled feeling angry at God -- and feeling bad about her anger because
it seemed unChristian. Eventually she learned to feel OK about it. "God's a big God,
and he can handle that anger." She pointed out that the Bible says God has felt anger
himself.
Today Ann is eager to press on with her ministry of AIDS education, which helps
her find meaning in the condition. "If my being infected can make a difference for
somebody else, it definitely makes it a lot easier to live with." Many individuals
and churches have become more enlightened in the five years since Hummert was made to
feel unwelcome in one congregation. "They take on a new attitude when it touches
their family," Lay pointed out.
But AIDS remains an issue. "It's not disappearing," Lay said. "It's not going
away, and we need to be prepared to minister." He regularly gets phone calls from
pastors -- some in rural settings -- who ask for advice on how to minister to
families affected by AIDS.
High on his growing list of recommended reading on the subject are former
Southern Baptist Convention president Jimmy Allen's book, "Burden of a Secret," and
Susan Ford Wiltshire's "Seasons of Grief and Grace." For children, he suggests
"Losing Uncle Tim" by Mary Kate Jordon.
Lay mostly advises churches to practice compassion of the kind Ann Hummert found
at Hanley Road church. "I think that's the greatest thing a church can do ·· just
include them," he said.
··30··

52,436 men challenged
to break down walls

By Lonnie Wilkey

Baptist Press
10/17/96

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP)··Rallying around the theme "Break Down The Walls," 52,436
men from various denominations and races joined together Oct. 11·12 at the Liberty
Bowl.
The men were attending the first stadium event in Tennessee sponsored by Promise
Keepers.
Participants were challenged to be better husbands and fathers and were urged to
work together for racial reconciliation.
A highlight of the weekend occurred at the end of the first message when 665 men
walked down the aisle professing faith in Jesus Christ following a message from
Bishop Charles Blake of Los Angeles.
Promise Keepers founder Bill McCartney closed the opening session on Friday
night. He noted he had prayed for the Memphis conference more than any other that
"God would do something extraordinary in this historic city."
--more--
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He ended the first session by challenging men to go to Washington D.C., in the

fall of 1997 to "kneel together in humility and stand in unity." Promise Keepers
leaders hope 1 million men will attend a prayer gathering on the mall in Washington
next year.
McCartney reminded conference participants that "loving thy neighbor as thyself"
is not possible without God's help. "None of us is better than the other. All of us
are the same in the eyes of almighty God," the former University of Colorado football
coach said.
At a press conference the following day, McCartney observed the problem of
racial differences is a "sin problem ... that can only be dealt with in Jesus
Christ."
During the news conference, Raleigh Washington, vice president of reconciliation
for Promise Keepers, observed that men can never truly be brought together on common
ground through "coffee-break reconciliation" at church.
"Integration is tolerating· one another," he said.
"Reconciliation is loving one another."
Woven throughout the two-day meeting, the topic of reconciliation closed the
session.
A.R. Bernard Sr., of Christian Life Centre, Brooklyn, N.Y., challenged
conference participants to understanding one another. Using the story of Jesus and
the Samaritan woman at the well, he noted "Jesus was willing to drink from the same
cup as the dreaded Samaritan woman.
Let us have the same desire (Jesus had) to reach out and identify with our
(brother's) pain and experiences."
Thousands of men responded to the call to drink from the cup of another,
representing a real hope of long-term reconciliation. "No more of the past," Bernard
admonished. "Let's create a new future -- a new day."
John Trent, president of Encouraging Words, based in Phoenix, Ariz., challenged
men to "rray for your wife, praise her, an,d be a person of integrity." Noting that
problems occur in all marriages, he encouraged the men to deal with problems while
they are small before they "choke" the relationship.
Gary Oliver, a Christian psychologist from Littleton, Colo., encouraged men to
not only pray for their children, but to pray with them.
"God takes fathering very seriously and he wants us to take it seriously too,"
he said.
In addition to praying with and for their children, a godly father tells his
kids he loves them and shows them that love, Oliver said.
Former presidential aide to Richard Nixon and founder of Prison Fellowship
Charles Colson reminded participants of moral chaos in the world.
"The moral breakdown o·f America is at the heart of problems the nation is
facing, and our politicians and secular world do not understand it," Colson said,
noting the church needs to be part of the solution by becoming "a visible witness to
the world."
--30--

CLC examines party platforms
on 17 issues in '96 campaign

Baptist Press
10/17/96

WASHINGTON (BP)--The Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission has published
excerpts from the 1996 Democratic and Republican party platforms as an aid to
Southern Baptists and other Christians in preparation for the November presidential
election.
Excerpts from platform statements on 12 issues are included in the latest issue
of Salt, the CLC's public policy newsletter. An introduction to the three-page
comparison states it "is not an exhaustive list of the issues in this year's
election. It also is not an endorsement of either party or candidate."
The full text of each platform is available by calling the Democratic National
Committee at (202) 863-8000 and the Republican
National Committee at (202) 863-8500.
.
'
--more--
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Below is an expanded version of the platform comparison, with excerpts on
issues, listed in alphabetical order.

17

Abortion
Democrats: "The Democratic Party stands behind the right of every woman to
choose, consistent with Roe v. Wade, and regardless of ability to pay. President
Clinton took executive action to make sure that the right to make such decisions is
protected for all Americans . . . . We believe it is a fundamental constitutional
liberty that individual Americans ~~ not government ~~ can best take responsibility
for making the most difficult and intensely personal decisions regarding
reproduction . . . . Our goal is to make abortion less necessary and more rare, not more
difficult and more dangerous."
Republicans: "The unborn child has a fundamental individual right to life which
cannot be infringed. We support a human life amendment to the Constitution and we
endorse legislation to make clear that the Fourteenth Amendment's protections apply
to unborn children. . . . We oppose using public revenues for abortion and will not
fund organizations which advocate it. We support the appointment of judges who
.respect traditional family values and the sanctity of innocent human life. Our goal
is to ensure that women with problem pregnancies have the kind of support, material
and otherwise, they need for themselves and for their babies, not to be punitive
towards those for whose difficult situation we have only compassion. . . . (President
Clinton) vetoed the ban on partial~birth abortions . . . , We applaud Bob Dole's
commitment to revoke the Clinton executive orders concerning abortion and to sign
into law an end to partial~birth abortions."
AIDS
Democrats: "
have made AIDS research, prevention and treatment a top
priority, increasing funding by almost 40 percent, including more than doubling the
Ryan White Care Act to help care for people-with AIDS. We-are committed to find:Lng a
cure for AIDS, combating HIV~related discrimination, supporting HOPWA funding to help
with housing for people living with AIDS and working to ensure that all Americans
living with AIDS have access to new and potentially life-saving drugs . . . "
Republicans: "We remain committed to, and place a high priority on, finding a
cure for HIV disease."
Arts funding
Democrats: "We believe in public support for the arts, especially for
high-quality, family friendly programming. America is the leading exporter of
intellectual property built on a strong foundation of artistic freedom. We are proud
to have stopped the Republican attack on the Corporation for Public Broadcasting -we want our children to watch Sesame Street, not Power Rangers."
Republicans: Support "the elimination, defunding or privatization of agencies
which are obsolete, redundant, of limited value or too regional in focus. Examples of
agencies we seek to defund. or to privatize are the National Endowment for the Arts,
the National Endowment for the Humanities, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting

"
Civil rights
Democrats: "We continue to lead the fight to end discrimination on the basis of
race, gender, religion, age, ethnicity, disability and sexual orientation. The
Democratic Party has always supported the Equal Rights Amendment, and we are
committed to ensuring full equality for women and to vigorously enforce the Americans
With Disabilities Act . . . . When it comes to affirmative action, we should mend it,
not end it."
--more--
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Republicans: "We oppose discrimination based on sex, race, age, creed or
national origin and will vigorously enforce anti-discrimination statutes. We reject
the distortion of those laws to cover sexual preference . . . . Because we believe
rights inhere in individuals, not in groups, we will attain our nation's goal of
equal rights without quotas or other forms of preferential treatment." Endorse "this
year's Proposition 209, the California Civil Rights Initiative."
Crime
Democrats: "We pledge to stand up for our communities and stand with our police
officers by opposing any attempt to repeal or weaken (President Clinton's crime law,
which has a goal of putting 100,000 new police officers on the street) . . . . We oppose
efforts to restrict weapons used for legitimate sporting purposes, and we are proud
that not one hunter or sportsman was forced to change guns because of the assault
weapons ban." Oppose "any attempt to repeal the Brady Bill or assault weapons ban .
... When young people commit serious violent crimes, they should be prosecuted like
adults . . . . We support community-based curfews to keep kids off the streets after a
certain time . . . . We support the president's directive to the attorney general,
calling on her to work with the states and Congress to develop a national sex
-offender registry . . . . We support the president's call for a constitutional amendment
to protect the rights of victims."
Republicans: Advocate "no-frills prisons where prisoners are required to work
productively ... " Oppose "the Supreme Court's exclusionary rule, which has allowed a
generation of criminals to get off on technicalities . . . . We will stress
accountability at every step in the (Juvenile justice) system and require adult
trials for juveniles who commit adult crimes." Encourage local jurisdictions to
"consider juvenile nocturnal curfews as an effective law enforcement tool in helping
reduce juvenile crime and juvenile victimization." Propose "a constitutional
an:e.ndmant to protect victim.s' rights." Support "com!nunity policing . . , . It's time to
return those anti-crime resources (in the president's crime law) to communities and
let them decide what works best to keep their homes, schools and work places safe .
... We believe it is time to revisit the Supreme Court's arbitrary decision of 1977
that protects even the most vicious rapists from the death penalty . . . . We continue
our strong support of capital punishment for those who commit heinous federal crimes .
.. . We recommend a presidentially appointed 'blue ribbon' commission to study more
effective methods of prosecuting terrorists."
Drugs
Democrats: "We must keep drugs off our streets and out of our schools . . . . We
support the president's decision to tell those who commit crimes and peddle drugs in
public housing: 'You will get no second chance to threaten your neighbors; it is one
strike and you're out.'" The president's drug czar "is implementing an aggressive
four-part strategy to reach young children and prevent drug use in the first place,
to catch and punish drug users and dealers, to provide treatment to those who need
help and to cut drugs off at the source before they cross the border and pollute our
neighborhoods. But every adult in America must take responsibility to set a good
example and to teach children that drugs are wrong, they are illegal and they are
deadly."
--more--

10/17/96

Page 12

Republicans: "We can (turn the tide against drug abuse) again by emphasizing
prevention, interdiction, a tough international approach and a crackdown on users .
.. . We support upgrading our interdiction effort by establishing a deputy
commissioner for drug enforcement within the Customs Service. We will intensify our
intelligence efforts against international drug traffickers and use whatever means
necessary to destroy their operations and seize their personal accounts. We support
strong penalties, including mandatory minimum sentences, for drug trafficking,
distribution and drug-related crimes . . . . Drug testing should be made a routine
feature of the criminal justice process at every stage, including the juvenile
justice system . . . . A safer America must include highways without drunk or
drug-impaired drivers. We support the toughest possible state laws to deal with
drivers impaired by substance abuse and advocate federal cooperation, not compulsion,
toward that end. "
Economy
Democrats: "Today's Democratic Party knows that the private sector is the engine
of economic growth, and we fought to put America's economic house in order so private
business could prosper . . . . Our strategy is in place, and it is working . . . . We have
to move forward, to make sure that every American willing to work hard has the
opportunity to build a good life and share in the benefits of economic success.
Now the Democratic Party is determined to finish the job (of cutting the deficit) and
balance the budget. President Clinton has put forward a plan to balance the budget by
2002 while living up to our commitments to our elderly and our children and
maintaining strong economic growth . . . . Today's Democratic Party is committed to
targeted tax cuts that help working Americans invest in their future, and we insist
that any tax cuts are completely paid for, because we are determined to balance the
budget. We want to strengthen middle-class families by providing a $500 tax cut for
children. We want to cut taxes to help families pay for education after high school
and to guarantee the first two years of college. We want people to be able to use
their IRAs to buy a first home, deal with a medical emergency or provide for
education. We want to cut taxes for small businesses that invest in the future and
set up pensions for their workers. And we want to cut taxes for people who are
self-employed and self-insured so their health care is more affordable . . . . We
support government policies that encourage private sector investment and innovation
to create a pro-growth economic climate, like a permanent research and development
tax credit . . . . In the next four years, we must continue to work to lower foreign
trade barriers, insist that foreign companies play by fair rules at home and abroad,
strengthen rules that protect the global economy from fraud and dangerous
instability, advance American commercial interests abroad and ensure that the new
global economy is directly beneficial to American working families . . . . We want a
G.I. Bill for Workers to transform the confusing tangle of federal training programs
into a simple job-training skill grant that will go directly to unemployed workers so
they will be able to get the training that is right for them . . . . We vigorously
oppose Republican efforts to pass right-to-work legislation. . .. We are committed to
continued efforts to expand opportunity for small, minority and women business
owners . . . . We want a second round of empowerment zones to bring economic growth to
more American communities, a significant expansion of the Community Development
Financial Institutions Fund to spur more private sector investment in local economies
and a new tax incentive to encourage further cleanup and redevelopment of
brownfields . . . . We want to leverage federal investment to maximize private sector
investments in our urban centers and support a comprehensive approach to urban
problems."
--more--
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Republicans: "Our formula for growth, opportunity and a better family life is
simple: Trust the people, cut their taxes, scale back the size and scope of
government, foster job creation and get out of the way . . . . we support an
across-the-board, 15 percent tax cut to marginal tax rates." Support a
"$500-per-child family tax credit . . . . Republicans support expansion of IRAs and the
establishment of spousal IRAs to encourage savings and investment . . . . To remove
impediments to job creation and economic growth, we support reducing the top tax rate
on capital gains by 50 percent." Favor repeal of increase of "income tax on Social
Security benefits." Support "comprehensive tax reform . . . . That new tax system must
be flatter, fairer and simpler, with a minimum of exclusions from its coverage and
one set of rules applying to all . . . . A simple, fair tax system that is pro-growth
and pro-family will not need today's burdensome IRS . . . . (The IRS) must be
dramatically downsized ... and made less intrusive." Support "super-majority vote in
both houses of Congress to raise taxes . . . . Because of their vital role in fostering
charity and patriotism, we oppose taxing religious and fraternal benefit societies .
... Raising taxes is the wrong way to balance the budget . . . . Republicans support a
balanced budget amendment to the Constitution, phased in over a short period and with
appropriate safeguards for national emergencies . . . . We make this promise: A
Republican president will veto money bills that spend too much, not too little, and
will use the line-item veto to lead the charge against wasteful spending . . . . we will
allow small businesses to deduct the cost of their health insurance, restore the fair
home-office deduction so important to start-up businesses, assure that no one who
inherits a small business or farm has to sell it to pay inheritance taxes, make the
IRS stop its discrimination against independent contractors, enact both legal reform
and product liability legislation to shield small businesses and protect jobs from
the threat of unfair litigation and transfer from the public sector services that can
be provided by the private sector more efficiently and cost effectively . . . . Research
and development is our commitment to the future . . . . We must design tax and
regulatory policies that encourage private sector research and development, while
lowering the cost of such investments . . . . Mortgage interest should remain deductible
from the income tax . . . . Republicans are for vigorous enforcement of the trade
agreements we already have on the books . . . . we support the right of states to enact
right-to-work laws."
Education
Democrats: "We must hold students, teachers and schools to the highest
standards . . . . We should expand public school choice, but we should not take American
tax dollars from public schools and give them to private schools. We should promote
public charter schools that are held to the highest standards of accountability and
access . . . . We applaud the efforts of the Clinton-Gore administration to promote
character education in our schools . . . . we must work together at every level of
government to launch a major rebuilding effort to make sure our children go to school
in high-quality facilities where they can learn. We must help schools set the highest
standards for good behavior and discipline in our schools . . . . we must make sure that
every American has the opportunity to go to college . . . . We should expand work-study
so one million students a year can work their way through college by the year 2000 .
... We should give a $1,000 honor scholarship for the top five percent of graduates
in every high school. And we must make 14 years of education the standard for every
American. The Democratic Party wants to create a $10,000 tax deduction for Americans
... to guarantee the first year of tuition at a typical community college, and the
second year if individuals earn it by maintaining a B average . . . . We support schools
that adopt school uniform policies, to promote discipline and respect . . . . We urge
schools and communities to enforce truancy laws.
"
--more--

10/17/96

Page 14

Baptist Press

Republicans: "Our goal is nothing less than a renaissance in American education,
begun by returning its control to parents, teachers, local school boards and, through
them, to communities and local taxpayers. Our formula is as simple as it is sweeping:
The federal government has no constitutional authority to be involved in school
curricula or to control jobs in the workplace, That is why we will abolish the
Department of Education, end federal meddling in our schools and promote family
choice at all levels of learning. We therefore call for prompt repeal of the Goals
2000 program and the School-to-Work Act of 1994, which put new federal controls, as
well as unfunded mandates, on the states. We further urge that federal attempts to
impose outcome- or performance-based education on local schools be ended . . . . We
encourage a reform agenda on the local level and urge state legislators to ensure
quality education for all through programs of parental choice among public, private
and religious schools. That includes the option of home schooling, and Republicans
will defend the right of families to make that choice, We support and vigorously work
for mechanisms, such as opportunity scholarships, block grants, school rebates,
charter schools and vouchers, to make parental choice in education a reality for all
parents, ... We support proposals to assist families to prepare for the financial
strains of higher education, like the American Dream Savings Account , . , (which was)
vetoed. To protect the nation's colleges and universities against intolerance, we
will work with independent educators to create alternatives to ideological
accrediting bodies."
Environment
Democrats: "Today's Democratic Party knows that we can protect the environment
and expand the economy. We believe we can create more jobs over the long run by
cleaning the environment. We want to challenge businesses and communities to take
more initiative in protecting the environment, and we want to make it easier for them
to do it . . , , We are committed to protecting the majestic legacy of our national
parks and enhancing recreational opportunities . . . . We will be good stewards of our
old-growth forests, oppose off-shore oil drilling and mineral exploration and
production in our nation's many environmentally critical areas, and protect our
oceans from oil spills and the dumping of toxic and radioactive waste . . . . We will
continue to support responsible recycling and encourage energy efficiency that makes
our economy more efficient and less reliant on foreign oil. We believe that adequate
investments in better mass transit, cleaner cars and renewable energy sources are
good for the environment and good for the economy . . . . We will seek a strong
international agreement to further reduce greenhouse gas emissions worldwide and
protect our global climate. We are committed to preserving the planet's biodiversity,
repairing the depleted ozone layer and working with other nations to stabilize
population growth, Democrats recognize that sustainable development is the key to
protecting the environment and promoting economic growth."
--more--
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Republicans: "While we have made substantial environmental progress, we must
reject failed approaches created by fearmongering and centralized control which will
not serve our environment well in the century ahead . . . . we will fix the broken
Superfund law (to clean up abandoned toxic waste sites). We will direct resources to
clean-up sites where there are real risks and cooperate with citizens, states and
localities who want to help, rather than harassing them with unwarranted lawsuits .
... we recognize the current Endangered Species Act is seriously flawed and, indeed,
is often counter-productive because of its reliance on federal command-and-control
measures . . . . We will improve the ESA by implementing an incentive-based program in
cooperation with state, local and tribal governments and private individuals to
recognize the critical relationship between a healthy environment and a healthy
economy founded on private property rights and responsibilities . . . . We support
elimination of the Department of Energy to emphasize the need for greater
privatization and to reduce the size of the federal government . . . . We advocate
environmentally sound oil production in the largest known on-shore or off-shore
petroleum reserve in the nation -- the small coastal plain portion of the 19-million
acre Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. Oil produced there, traveling through an
existing pipeline, will bring billions of dollars in revenues to reduce the federal
budget deficit."
Family
Democrats: "We want parents to bring order to their children's lives and teach
them right from wrong, and we want to make it easier for them to take that
responsibility . . . . We support the fundamental themes of the Families First Agenda-promoting paycheck, health care, retirement and personal security; creating greater
educational and economic opportunity, and requiring greater responsibility from
individuals, businesses and government . . . . We believe parents should be able to take
unpaid leave from work and choose flex time so they can do their job as parents: To
de things like go to parent-teach~r conferences or take a child to the doctor."
Support the president's "breakthrough agreement with the media and entertainment
industries to develop a rating system for TV shows similar to the motion picture
rating system, so parents can make informed decisions about what they want their
children to watch. When parents control the remote, it is not censorship, it is
personal responsibility for their children's upbringing . . . . we echo the president's
call to the entertainment industry: Work harder to develop and promote movies, music
and TV shows that are suitable -- and educational -- for children. Today's Democratic
Party knows that governments do not raise children, parents do."
Republicans: "We believe that strengthening family life is the best way to
improve the quality of life for everyone . . . . Our goal is to promote (the values of
honesty, self-discipline, mutual respect and other virtues that sustain democracy) by
respecting the rights of families and by assisting, where appropriate, the
institutions which mediate between government and the home. While recognizing a role
for government in dealing with social ills, we look to mediating institutions -religious and community groups, private associations of all kinds -- to take the lead
in tackling the social ills that some government programs have only worsened. . .. We
believe the family is the core institution of our society." Take special note of
congressional Republicans' fight against "the marriage penalty in the tax code" and
their advancement of the "Family Rights and Privacy Act -- a bill of rights against
the intrusions of big government and its grantees . . . . We salute parents working at
the state level to ensure constitutional protection for the rights of the family. We
urge state legislators to review divorce laws to foster the stability of the home and
protect the economic rights of the innocent spouse and children."
--more--
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Health care
Democrats: "The Democratic Party is committed to ensuring that Americans have
access to affordable, high·quality health care . . . . No more Americans should have to
turn down a better job because they would lose their health care if they took it . . . .
We are committed to . . . serious biomedical research which promises breakthroughs for
so many diseases . . . . We are committed to finding a cure for breast cancer, and we
pledge to continue supporting funds for innovative research and access for all women
to high·quality treatment and care . . . . The Democratic Party wants America to
preserve and strengthen Medicare and Medicaid ... "Support "making sure that people
get help paying premiums so they do not lose health care while they're looking for a
new job. We support expanded coverage of home care, hospice, adult day·care and
community·based services, so the elderly and people with disabilities of all ages can
live in their own communities and as independently as possible . . . . we believe health
insurance coverage for mental health care is vitally important, and we support parity
for mental health care . . . . Cigarette smoking is rapidly becoming the single greatest
threat to the health of our children . . . . President Clinton and Vice President Gore
understand that we have a responsibility to protect our children's future by cracking
down on illegal sales of tobacco to minors and by curbing sophisticated advertising
·campaigns designed to entice kids to start smoking before they are old enough to make
an informed decision."
Republicans: "We oppose the non·consensual withholding of health care or
treatment because of handicap, age or infirmity, just as we oppose euthanasia and
assisted suicide, which, especially for the poor and those on the margins of society,
threaten the sanctity of human life . . . . We reaffirm our determination to protect
Medicare. We will ensure a significant annual expansion in Medicare . . . . We propose
to allow unprecedented patient choice in Medicare . . . . We must find better ways to
ensure quality health care for the poor. Medicaid should be turned over to state
management with leeway for r<:!structuring and reform. Low·income persons ~hould have
access to managed care programs and Medical Savings Accounts . . . . We reaffirm our
traditional support for generous funding of medical research . . . . We support
increased funding for research targeted at conditions that touch the families of most
Americans, like Alzheimer's, breast cancer, prostate cancer and diabetes . . . . We call
for fetal protection in biomedical research and will enforce the rights of human
subjects in all federally funded studies."
Homosexual rights
Democrats: Oppose discrimination on the basis of "sexual orientation . . . . We
support continued efforts, like the Employment Non·discrimination Act, to end
discrimination against gay men and lesbians and further their full inclusion in the
life of the nation."
Republicans: "We reject the distortion of (anti·discrimination) laws to cover
sexual preference, and we endorse the Defense of Marriage Act to prevent states from
being forced to recognize same·sex unions." Oppose the "attempt to lift the ban on
homosexuals in the military. We affirm that homosexuality is incompatible with
military service."
··more··
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Immigration
Democrats: "We support a legal immigration policy that is pro-family, pro-work,
pro-responsibility and pro-citizenship, and we deplore those who blame immigrants for
economic and social problems . . . . We cannot tolerate illegal immigration, and we must
stop it . . . . However, as we work to stop illegal immigration, we call on all
Americans to ·avoid the temptation to use this issue to divide people from each other.
We deplore those who use the need to stop illegal immigration as a pretext for
discrimination." Oppose barring ''the children of illegal immigrants from schools. . ..
Democrats want to protect American jobs by increasing criminal and civil sanctions
against employers who hire illegal workers . . . . We will continue to enforce labor
standards to protect workers in vulnerable industries. We will continue to firmly
oppose welfare benefits for illegal immigrants. We believe family members who sponsor
immigrants into this country should take financial responsibility for them and be
held legally responsible for them.
Republicans: Welcome immigrants "who follow our laws and come to our land to
seek a better life . . . . We must set immigration at manageable levels, balance the
competing goals of uniting families of our citizens and admitting specially talented
-persons and end asylum abuses through expedited exclusion of false claimants."
Support "efforts to secure our borders from the threat of illegal immigration . . . .
Illegal aliens should not receive public benefits other than emergency aid, and those
who become parents while illegally in the United States should not be qualified to
claim benefits for their offspring. Legal immigrants should depend for assistance on
their sponsors, who are legally responsible for their financial well-being, not the
American taxpayers . . . . We support a constitutional amendment or constitutionally
valid legislation declaring that children born in the United States of parents who
are not legally present in the United States or who are not long-term residents are
not automatically citizens . . . . We call for harsh penalties against exploiters who
smuggle illegal aliens and for those who profit from the production of false
documents . . . . We oppose the creation of any national l.D. card."
Pornography
Democrats: (The Democratic platform makes no reference to the issue of
pornography.)
Republicans: Endorse bringing "federal penalties for child pornography in line
with far tougher state penalties: Ten years for a first offense; 15 for the second,
and life for a third." Support halting "the sale, in military facilities, of
pornographic materials."
Religion in public life
Democrats: "We deplore the recent wave of burnings that has targeted
African-American churches in the South, as well as other houses of worship across the
country . . . . Today's Democratic Party understands that all Americans have a right to
express their faith . . . . The president fought for and signed the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act, to reaffirm the great protection the Constitution gives to religious
expression, and to recognize the historic role people of faith have played in
America. Americans have a right to express their love of God in public, and we
applaud the president's work to ensure that children are not denied private religious
expression ih school. Whenever the religious rights of our children -- or any
American-- are threatened, we will stand against it."
--more--
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Republicans: Denounce "all who practice or promote ... religious intolerance. We
condemn attempts by the EEOC or any other arm of government to regulate or ban
religious symbols from the workplace, and we assert the right of religious leaders to
speak out on public issues. We condemn the desecration of places of worship ...
(including) church arsons. We believe religious institutions and schools should not
be taxed. When government funds privately operated social, welfare or educational
programs, it must not discriminate against religious institutions . . . . We will
continue to work for the return of voluntary prayer to our schools and will strongly
enforce the Republican legislation that guarantees equal access to school facilities
by student religious groups."
Teen pregnancy
Democrats: "Government alone cannot solve this problem. That is why President
Clinton challenged community, business and religious leaders together to form a
national campaign to keep the teen pregnancy rate going down. And he expanded support
for community-based prevention programs that teach abstinence and demand
responsibility. We must send the strongest possible signal to young people that it is
wrong to get pregnant or father a child until they are married and ready to support
that child and raise that child."
Republicans: "Abstinence education in the home will lead to less need for birth
control services and fewer abortions. We support educational initiatives to promote
chastity until marriage as the expected standard of behavior. This education
initiative is the best preventive measure to avoid the emotional trauma of sexually
transmitted diseases and teen pregnancies that are serious problems among our young
people. While recognizing that something must be done to help children when parental
consent or supervision is not possible, we oppose school-based clinics, which provide
referrals, counseling and related services for contraception and abortion."
Welfare reform
Democrats: "The welfare system should reflect (work, family and responsibility):
We want to help people who want to help themselves and their children . . . . We know
the new bill passed by Congress is far from perfect -- parts of it should be fixed
because they go too far and have nothing to do with welfare reform. First,
Republicans cut too far into assistance for working families with children. . ..
Second, Republicans insisted on using welfare reform as a vehicle to cut off help to
legal immigrants . . . . States asked for this responsibility -- now we have to make
sure they shoulder it. We must make sure as many people as possible move from welfare
to work. We must make sure that children are protected. In addition to health care
and nutritional assistance, states should provide in-kind vouchers to children whose
parents have reached the time limit . . . . We challenge the business community to
provide more of the private sector jobs people on welfare need to build good lives
and strong families."
--more--
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Republicans: "The key to welfare reform is restoring personal responsibility and
encouraging two-parent households. . .. All able-,bodied adults must be required to
work, either in private sector jobs or in community work projects. Illegal aliens
must be ineligible for all but emergency benefits. And a firm time limit for receipt
of welfare must be enforced. Because illegitimacy is the most serious cause of child
poverty, we will encourage states to stop cash payments to unmarried teens and set a
family cap on payments for additional children. When benefits of any kind are
extended to teen mothers, they must be conditioned upon their attendance at school
and their living at home with a parent, adult relative or guardian," Support "the
American Community Renewal Act, a Republican congressional initiative that would
establish throughout the nation up to 100 renewal communities where residents,
businesses __ _and investors would have unprecedented economic freedom and incentives to
create prosperity. School choice for low-income families is an integral part of that
initiative . . . . To promote personal involvement with anti-poverty efforts, we call
for a charity tax credit that will be consistent with the fundamental changes we
propose in the nation's system of taxation."
--30--

Compiled by Tom Strode.
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