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SBC challenges Disney, church arsons;
moves ahead with 21st-century thrust
By Art Toalston

Baptist Press
6/13/96

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--Here-and-now issues -- abandonment of traditional values by
the Walt Disney Company and arson of African American churches -- stirred
messengers to action during the 1996 Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting in
New Orleans.
And, with the 21st century just ahead, a restructuring of the nation's largest
Protestant denomination, to sharpen its service to churches in fulfilling the
Great Commission, gained final approval.
It was an intimate kind of SBC annual meeting; just 13,706 messengers met for
business sessions, preaching, music and prayer in a partitioned third of the
Louisiana Superdome June 11-13 in New Orleans. In harmonious family fashion, they
elected Oklahoma pastor Tom Elliff as president, the sole nominee.
Elliff, however, was far from complacent, calling Southern Baptists to "Step
up to the plate and be the people of God he expects us to be" in his first public
statements.
On Disney, for example, Elliff stated: "Over the years ... the children would
say, 'Can we go to the movies? It's a Disney movie.' You say, 'Well, if it's a
Disney movie, OK.' But you can't say that anymore. That's unfortunate for us. It's
even more unfortunate for Disney because it means they have taken a direction that
we can't support financially, we can't support morally. I believe that's the
sentiment of our convention."
--more--
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Indeed, messengers voted to boycott Disney "if ... , according to a resolution
overwhelmingly approved by messengers.
The convention's Resolutions Committee cited five examples of Disney
"corporate decisions, which have included but are not limited to:" 1) granting
insurance benefits to partners of homosexual employees; 2) hosting homosexual
"theme nights" at its parks; 3) a subsidiary's hiring of a convicted child
molester to direct the movie, "Powder;" 4) a subsidiary's publication of a book
aimed at homosexual teenagers; and 5) a subsidiary's production of the movie
"Priest," which "disparages Christian values and depicts Christian leaders as
morally defective."
Criticism of Disney practices also was voiced last fall by messengers to the
Florida Baptist Convention.
The SBC resolution asked the Christian Life Commission "to monitor Disney's
progress in returning to its previous philosophy of producing enriching family
entertainment."
For at least one messenger, the boycott already is under way. Wiley Drake,
pastor of a California church just seven and a half miles from Disneyland, voiced
dismay with Disney's initial two-sentence response to the SBC resolution.
"We find it curious," Disney officials in California said, "that a group that
claims to espouse family values would vote to boycott the world's largest producer
of wholesome family entertainment. We question any group that demands that we
deprive people of health benefits and we know of no tourist destination in the
world that denies admission to people as the Baptists are insisting we do."
Drake, who gained messengers' approval of an amendment adding the boycott
threat to a resolution drafted by the Resolutions Committee, charged Disney
officials with misinterpreting the protest. "We're not insisting they deny
admission to homosexuals" or deny health insurance to employees, he said, "just
asking Disney not to promote beliefs that are against the Judeo-Christian
lifestyle."
"I see no reason to observe Disney's record any longer, other than in judging
the severity of the boycott," Wiley declared.
The censure of Disney, however, was mild compared to a resolution challenging
the arson fires at more than 30 African American churches, most in the Southeast,
in the past 18 months.
"The desecration and destruction of churches is a particularly heinous form of
hatred," messengers stated. "Attacks against any church constitute an attack
against the entire believing community."
At the initiation of outgoing SBC President Jim Henry, an offering was taken
during the convention's Wednesday evening session for helping rebuild the
churches. Messengers gave $38,628 in cash and $57,690 in pledges; even before the
offering, $185,000 had been raised in pledges by state Baptist conventions and
churches. The overall total: $281,318, with further donations to be channeled to
the rebuilding effort via the SBC Executive Committee.
Henry, in his presidential address, urged pastors, church and state convention
leaders to "go home and take collections and free up resources to assist in
rebuilding."
In an earlier news conference, Henry said he hoped the offering will help show
"that we've come a long way since some earlier days when these kind of things
happened and there was no response from our convention and evangelicals."
More than 17,000 Southern Baptist volunteer construction workers are prepared
to assist the churches in rebuilding, Henry added. Members of the Brotherhood
Commission's construction fellowship -- state conventions groups with such names
as Baptist Builders and Builders for Christ -- will offer their services "with
sensitivity," said James Williams, the commission's president. Some black churches
have said they want to rebuild on their own, Williams said, but some will need
help.
--more--
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Said Richard Land, president of the Christian Life Commission: "What better
way to stop these racist acts of violence than for Christians to reach out in
reconciliation to each other in ways that increase racial understanding and
acceptance, thus utterly frustrating the base and sinful motives of these
arsonists."
The convention's actions follow a racial reconciliation resolution adopted
during the 1995 SBC sesquicentennial apologizing to blacks "for condoning and/or
perpetuating individual and systemic racism in our lifetime." SBC agency heads
have since established a task force to implement the resolution in a practical
manner at the denominational level.
Also at the 1995 meeting in Atlanta, messengers approved the "Covenant for a
New Century" restructuring, aiming for a sharpened Great Commission focus in part
by reducing the number of SBC agencies from 19 to 12 and creating a new North
American Mission Board to replace the Home Mission Board, Brotherhood Commission
and Radio and Television Commission.
Messengers to this year's annual meeting approved for the second year a
change in Bylaw 15 which lists the SBC agencies, the only part of the
restructuring which needed approval at two successive SBC meetings.
Ronnie Floyd, pastor of First Baptist Church, Springdale, Ark., and chairman
of the SBC Executive Committee, told messengers after the vote, "Never before has
a denomination of this magnitude ever restructured all of its entities
all for
the purpose of taking the gospel of Jesus Christ to the world."
Messengers were given an eight-page "Transition Plan for Covenant for a New
Century" from the 10-member Implementation Task Force appointed in September 1995
by the Executive Committee to implement changes envisioned in the Covenant by the
end of the SBC meeting in Dallas in 1997.
The bottom line of the report, said ITF chairman Bob Reccord, is a savings of
approximately $34-$41 million over five years. Monies saved will "be made
available for the front lines of missions church planting and evangelism," said
Reccord, pastor of First Baptist Church, Norfolk, Va.
The report lists in detail how each affected agency will deal with the
restructuring. In addition to the three agencies merged into the North American
Mission Board, several agencies will be dissolved, with the Historical
Commission's archives to be operated by the Council of Seminary Presidents; the
Stewardship Commission's Cooperative Program promotion responsibility to be
handled by the Executive Committee; and the
Southern Baptist Foundation to
become a subsidiary corporation of the Executive Committee. Other agencies being
dissolved are the Education Commission and the Southern Baptist Commission on The
American Baptist Theological Seminary.
In addition, the Foreign Mission Board will become the International Mission
Board and the Christian Life Commission will become the Ethics and Religious
Liberty Commission. The SBC Annuity Board does not change under the restructuring.
Among points made in response to media questions during a news conference:
-- The number of jobs to be eliminated in the restructuring has not yet been
determined. The total number of personnel in the seven affected agencies was 566
as of mid-1995. The ITF report said the vast majority will continue in their
current jobs after the implementation, but "because of the provisions (of
restructuring) some employees will be severed or relocated to a new entity."
Reccord said the affected agencies are taking "great care" to fairly compensate
those who face job loss through severance benefits, early retirement options,
outplacement and other measures.
-- No decision has not been made about facilities of the Radio and Television
Commission in Fort Worth, Texas, when the agency becomes a part of the North
American Mission Board. Administrative personnel likely will be located in
Alpharetta, Ga., home of NAMB. Answers related to operations functions are more
likely in 90 to 120 days.
--30--
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WRAP-UP SIDEBAR

Floyd calls for prayer, fasting
to invigorate SBG 'vital signs'

By Art Toalston

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--The "spiritual vital signs" of America -- and of many
Baptist churches and church members -- cry out for God's intervention, Arkansas
pastor Ronnie Floyd declared in the Southern Baptist Convention sermon June 12,
urging messengers to make plans for prayer and fasting.
Floyd, pastor of First Baptist Church, Springdale, Ark., and chairman of the
SBC Executive Committee, challenged Southern Baptists to make four commitments:
1) On Sunday morning, Oct. 27, issue a call to a day of prayer and fasting.
2) Hold a "solemn assembly" that Sunday evening to call people to repentance
for their sin.
3) Observe Wednesday, Oct. 30, as a day of humiliation, prayer and fasting for
personal, church and national revival.
4) Use both morning and evening services on Sunday, Nov. 3, to focus on the
subject of revival.
Prayer and fasting are vital first steps for countering the rising rates of
teen-age pregnancy, violence, pornography, abortion, homosexuality and adultery in
the United States, Floyd said. And prayer and fasting are needed for the SBC, he
said, noting that only 3.5 percent of the convention's 40,000-plus churches
baptize 26 people or more in one year.
In business during the June 11-13 SBC annual meeting in the Louisiana
Superdome in New Orleans, messengers elected Oklahoma pastor Tom Elliff to succeed
Florida pastor Jim Henry as president of the nearly 16-million-member
denomination.
Elliff, 52, pastor of First Southern Baptist Church, Del City, and in the
early 1980s a Foreign Mission Board missionary in Zimbabwe, Africa, was unopposed
-- the first time in more than 50 years a non-incumbent nominee did not face
opposition.
Elected first vice president: Bob Anderson, pastor of Parkview Baptist Church,
Baton Rouge, La., by a 3,423-2,884 margin over Fred Powell, president of
Communicators Ministries, Richmond, Mo.
Second vice president: African American pastor Fred Luder of New Orleans'
Franklin Avenue Baptist Church in a runoff with another Louisiana pastor.
Lee Porter, of Lawrenceville, Ga., was unopposed for a 20th term as
registration secretary. A former pastor and retired Baptist Sunday School Board
employee, the New Orleans convention marked the 50th consecutive SBC meeting
Porter has attended.
David Atchison of Franklin, Tenn., recording secretary since 1991, also was
elected for another term.
Richard Land, president of the Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission, was
elected to deliver the 1997 convention sermon in Dallas, with David Miller, an
evangelist from Arkansas, as alternate, Jim Whitmire, minister of music at
Bellevue Baptist Church, Cordova, Tenn., will be the 1997 convention music
director.
In addition to resolutions decrying the moral decline of the Walt Disney
Company and the arson of more than 30 African American churches nationwide,
messengers approved a resolution condemning President Bill Clinton's veto of the
partial-birth abortion ban, calling it "shameful" -- and taking particular offense
at Clinton's statement he prayed about the decision: "We express our disapproval
of the President's suggestion that God would reveal to him in prayer that any
abortion method would ever have God's approval."
Other resolutions targeted worldwide persecution and denial of human rights of
Christians, calling for action by President Clinton, the U.S. State Department and
Congress; physician-assisted suicide and same-sex marriages, calling for federal,
state and local judicial and public policy action against both moral ills.
--more--
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Messengers in other resolutions called for a 40-day period of prayer and
fasting preceding the November elections; advocated a national commission on the
effects of gambling; urged increased support of global and domestic hunger and
relief needs addressed by SBC agencies; committed to pray for and share the gospel
with the Jewish people; warned of a creeping universalism threatening to blunt
evangelistic outreach; and affirmed the rights of parents to direct the education
of their children.
Messengers adopted a 1996-97 SBC Cooperative Program allocation budget of
$145,053,499, an increase of $3,424,372 or 2.4 percent over the 1995-96 basic
budget of $141,629,127. Messengers also approved the 1996-97 SBC operating budget
of $5,477,151, up from the 1995-96 total of $4,236,254.
In a recommendation presented by Mark Brister, chairman of the Program and
Structure Study Committee on behalf of the Executive Committee, messengers
approved without dissent a motion to include the words "to the glory of God the
Father" in the mission statement of the "Covenant for a New Century" SBC
restructuring framed by the committee.
Messenger registration-- 13,706 at the close of the annual meeting-- was
about 7,000 below last year's total in Atlanta. It marked only the fourth time
since 1980 that fewer than 17,000 messengers have registered for an SBC annual
meeting. The others: St. Louis in 1980, 13,844; Los Angeles in 1981, 13,529; and
Pittsburgh, Pa., 1983, 13,740.
More than 2,400 people made professions of faith during Crossover New Orleans
-- a record for pre-convention evangelistic activities. Volunteers found
responsiveness in neighborhood surveys, street witnessing, block parties featuring
hot dogs, red beans and rice -- and in four prisons and two housing communities.
On Bourbon Street in New Orleans' French Quarter, where sex shows, psychics
and voodoo shops assault visitors' senses, Tennessean Don Weaver admitted his
heart was heavy at "all the wickedness . . . . It scares you; you almost feel like
you ought to not be here at all.
"But still God loves these people. He created them and we need to see them
through his eyes," Weaver said.
And, for the first year, a "Prayerwalk New Orleans" was held June 7, with
several dozen two-member teams walking and praying at strategic sites in New
Orleans, at locations where Crossover volunteers would witness the following day
and at the Louisiana Superdome, hotels and other locations related to the SBC
annual meeting.
"Being there helps you see and hear and sense, and that fires our prayers with
what God is doing and how he wants us to pray," said Randy Sprinkle, director of
the international prayer strategy office of the Foreign Mission Board and a
prayerwalk coordinator with the SBC Bold Mission Thrust Prayer Mission Team of
representatives from various Southern Baptist entities.
"Any evangelistic effort will bear fruit in direct proportion to the amount of
prayer that went before," Sprinkle said.
--30-SBC offering totals $281,000
for African American churches

By Tom Strode

Baptist Press
6/13/96

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--Messengers to the 1996 Southern Baptist Convention annual
meeting gave or pledged about $281,000 during the June 12 evening session to help
predominantly African American congregations in rebuilding their burned church
buildings.
The offering followed the convention's adoption that morning of a strongly
worded resolution condemning the arson and pledging support for the churches.
SBC messengers' actions during their annual meeting in New Orleans came during
a week when the country's attention focused on the problem of black church fires
to a greater degree than before.
--more--
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In addition to three new incidents of church burnings, President Clinton
participated in a rededication service for a rebuilt building in South Carolina
and a congressional committee approved legislation to help with the problem.
The total in gifts and pledges collected Wednesday evening was $281,318, with
many pastors promising to take offerings in their churches and forward them to the
SBC Executive Committee. Before the offering was taken, pledges of up to $185,000
were made by three state conventions and three large churches. The offering
contained $57,690 in pledges and $38,628 in cash.
In preparation for the offering, outgoing convention President Jim Henry
reminded Southern Baptists they had committed in a 1995 resolution to seek racial
reconciliation, especially with other Christians.
"While it is a good thing to pass a resolution condemning this deplorable and
cowardly action, that's not enough. And we did that strongly," said Henry, pastor
of First Baptist Church, Orlando, Fla .. The measure decried more than 30 fires in
the past 18 months.
"We want to be doers of the word by taking an offering to help our brothers
and sisters in Christ."
Continuing before the offering, Henry recognized Ted Traylor, pastor of Olive
Baptist Church, Pensacola, Fla., and president of the Florida Baptist Convention.
He announced the state convention was making a pledge of $50,000 to the effort.
From the same microphone, Robert White, executive director of the Baptist
Convention of the State of Georgia, followed with a pledge of $50,000 from the
convention.
Troy Morrison, executive director of the Alabama Baptist Convention, also
pledged up to $50,000 from his convention. The Alabama convention has contacted
all the African American churches burned in that state and already has given
several thousand dollars to help those congregations, Morrison said.
Florida convention executive John Sullivan, a parliamentarian, stepped up
beside Henry and said White, Morrison and he would enlist support for the offering
from other state executives as well.
"It's amazing how quickly and wonderfully the Holy Spirit can work when the
body of Christ is of one mind and of one accord and of one spirit," Henry said.
The pledges were not yet complete, however. Henry then recognized Adrian
Rogers, three-time SBC president and pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church in suburban
Memphis, Tenn.
"My heart's been moved tonight," he said, to pledge at least $10,000 from the
church or personally.
"First Baptist, Orlando, can't let that happen, so we're going to give
$10,001," Henry said. "And if anybody wants to top it, you've got the right to
come on down here and tell us in just a moment."
SBC President-elect Tom Elliff took him up on the offer. Without benefit of a
microphone, Elliff, pastor of First Southern Baptist Church, Del City, Okla., told
Henry of his church's pledge.
"He's upped the ante," Henry said of Elliff. "He said First Southern, Del
City, is going to give $15,000, so we've fallen into second place."
Henry thanked both Bellevue and First Southern. He informed messengers that
checks should be made out to the SBC Executive Committee, and buckets were passed
in the Louisiana Superdome to collect the offering.
The resolution passed earlier in the day not only condemned the burnings and
expressed support for the churches, it also called for focused reconciliation
efforts in communities affected by racial violence and encouraged local, state and
federal governments to do everything possible to arrest and prosecute those guilty
of the arson.
The Resolutions Committee members desired "to express their compassion for
their brothers and sisters in Christ," committee chairwoman Nancy Victory said.
"It's just a matter of we're all in the body. What hurts them hurts us."
--more--
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The offering and resolution preceded by hours the 34th burning of a
predominantly black church in the past 18 months. Fire gutted the First Missionary
Baptist Church in Enid, Okla., at 4 a.m. Thursday, June 13. Two churches in
Greenville, Texas, were hit by fires Sunday and Monday.
The same day as the SBC actions, President Clinton participated in a
dedication for Mount Zion AME Church in Greeleyville, S.C. The church was rebuilt
after a June 20, 1995, fire.
"I pledge to you I will do everything I can to prosecute those responsible for
the rash of church burnings, to prevent future incidents, to help communities
rebuild," the president said.
"But Americans must lead the way, for this is first and foremost an affair of
the heart, and our hearts must be purged of any temptation to go back to the times
of division that cost us so dearly, especially here in the southern part of the
country."
Clinton also read a note from evangelist Billy Graham, who was unable to
attend. Graham's note said, according to the president: "The problem between
various ethnic groups is worldwide. It is a problem of the heart. It seems that
much of the world is affected by this terrible disease which should be called by
its right name: sin."
On June 12, the House of Representatives Judiciary Committee sent to the full
chamber a bill which strengthens the federal government's ability to prosecute
church burnings.

Disney resolution impacts
Henry's life and church

By Tom Strode

Baptist Press
6/13/96

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--While the threatened boycott of the Disney Company in a
Southern Baptist Convention resolution may not take effect immediately, it might
impact outgoing SBC President Jim Henry's life right away.
"This has been a pretty exciting two-year ride for me," said Henry, pastor of
First Baptist Church, Orlando, Fla., who completed his second term as SBC
president at the June 11-13 session in New Orleans.
"And I was going to be through tomorrow, and I was going to Disney," he said.
Laughter filled the June 12 news conference room where he made the statement.
"I don't think I will now," Henry said. "I've got to think about this."
About two hours earlier, SBC messengers had overwhelmingly approved a
resolution expressing c~ncern about Disney policies and products and calling for a
boycott.
The impact could be felt also in Henry's congregation. Orlando is the home of
Walt Disney World, one of the company's theme parks.
First Baptist, Orlando, has "quite a few members" who work for Disney, Henry
said. "I don't know how many, but it's a lot."
They are "talented people and, I might add, concerned people," he said. "So I
don't know how it's going to affect them. They're trying to be good witnesses for
Christ on the job. I think if they're called to compromise at some place in their
employment, they wouldn't do it. They haven't been called to do that at this
point, so I think they will wait and see."
The timing of a boycott would be contingent on the response of Disney to the
SBC resolution, an SBC Executive Committee official said. No timetable is
mentioned in the resolution.
"If Disney says, 'We hear your concerns; we want to make an effort to
cooperate with you and listen to what you're saying and hear your interests
expressed,' then presumably there would be no reason to rush to judgment," said
Bill Merrell, Executive Committee vice president of convention relations and staff
person assigned to the Resolutions Committee.
--more--
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"If, however, there is not an inclination on Disney's part to take seriously
these concerns, then my assumption is" Southern Baptists would be informed of the
reaction so they can make their own decisions, he said.
"We do not nor could we nor would we wish to speak for individual persons on
their decision," Merrell said. "It is, however, our responsibility we feel to
inform them of Disney's action in response to this resolution."
The language presented by the Resolutions Committee to the convention did not
include an explicit call for a boycott. Messengers approved an amendment by Wiley
Drake, pastor of First Southern Baptist Church, Buena Park, Calif., calling for a
boycott of Disney stores and theme parks.
As far as he is concerned, the boycott began immediately, Drake said after the
news conference, but he was satisfied with a desire to await Disney's response.
He was wearing a Mickey Mouse tie when he offered the amendment from the
floor, Drake said. "When my amendment passed, I took the Mickey Mouse tie off," he
said. "It's already started for me, for one person."
He also said he personally would not only boycott Disney stores and theme
parks but its movies and other products.
The Resolutions Committee was "very pleased that it was amended on the floor,
because we think this shows strong support from Southern Baptists as a whole,"
said Nancy Victory, committee chairman.
She described the committee's call for Southern Baptists to "give serious and
prayerful consideration to their purchase and support of Disney products" and the
call for a boycott "close to the same thing."
"If I were Disney, I would not want 16 million people prayerfully considering
their purchases of my products," Victory said. SBC churches have 15. 7 million
members.
"There is certainly nothing like a desire for a showdown with anyone," Merrell
said. "1 mean it's not a showdown at high noon or sundown . . . . It's simply an
attempt to say, 'We will be observing and listening. Our doors are open.'"
Henry said, "We have a sense, I think, from the people I've talked to, that
Disney is not listening. You know, everybody likes to be listened to."
Disney's response to complaints from other groups has not been satisfactory,
Victory said. The resolution cited as examples of decisions which signaled the
company was going in the wrong direction:
granting insurance benefits to homosexual couples and their partners;
hosting homosexual theme nights at its parks;
publication through a subsidiary of a book aimed at homosexual teenagers;
production of the movie "Priest," which it said disparaged Christianity;
hiring a convicted child molester to direct the movie "Powder."
The committee wanted people to know "the Disney Company is not the same Disney
it was years ago when we were growing up," Victory said. The committee felt there
has been a "philosophical shift at the highest levels of this company that is not
friendly to families," she said.
When asked by a reporter about the resolution's impact on Orlando's host role
for the SBC meeting in the year 2000, Henry said he doubted a change would be made
because it is "very hard for us to switch gears" with the need to make hotel and
facilities reservations years in advance.
--30-Disney, he says, shouldn't
be surprised at boycott

By Tammi Ledbetter

Baptist Press
6/13/96

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--Wiley Drake doesn't think the Disney corporation should be
surprised or much less "curious" that Southern Baptists are threatening a boycott
of the world's largest producer of family entertainment.
The California pastor -- First Baptist Church, Buena Park -- successfully
persuaded messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention to move beyond expressing
disappointment with "anti-family, anti-Christian" policies.
--more--
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Messengers to the June 11-13 SBC annual meeting in New Orleans overwhelmingly
adopted a resolution expressing "deep disappointment" at the erosion of moral
leadership by the Walt Disney Company. Earlier, they had approved Drake's
amendment "to boycott Disney Company stores and theme parks if they continue this
anti-Christian and anti-family trend.•
Disney's response said officials are "curious that a group that claims to
espouse family values would vote to boycott the world's largest producer of
wholesome family entertainment."
"Disney has for years supported the basic principle of the American JudeaChristian family -- have fun together, bring the kids out to the park," Drake
said.
"It is disconcerting that they then come along and pass corporate policy that
embraces homosexual principles. Their actions indicate they indeed are now
supportive of the homosexual lifestyle," he said.
Wiley cited homosexual and lesbian theme nights being held in the Disney parks
in the same way that youth, family and church nights are promoted. He charged
Disney officials with misinterpreting the Southern Baptist protest when company
officials in a statement assert "they know of no tourist destination in the world
that denies admission to people as the Baptists are insisting we do."
Drake responded, "We're not insisting they deny admission to homosexuals, just
asking Disney not to promote beliefs that are against the Judea-Christian
lifestyle."
He said the show-of-hands vote on his amendment indicates the strong support
of messengers for a possible boycott.
"In 27 years of attending conventions, I've never seen an amendment pass to
the extent this one did. I think that says a lot about where Southern Baptists
are," Drake said.
"They're not fooled about Disney anymore and they're going to do something
about it," he predicted. He said he expects most to begin an immediate boycott.
"I see no reason to observe Disney's record any longer, other than in judging
the severity of the boycott," he said.
He said he believes parents should go to their children and tell them why the
boycott is justified.
"Kids are sharp. There are other kid cartoon characters that have not violated
and drifted away from family values."
--30--

Floyd calls Southern Baptists
to repent for spiritual crisis

By Mark Kelly

Baptist Press
6/13/96

NEW' ORLEANS (BP)--Only brokenness and repentance before God can rescue America
and Southern Baptists -- from the spiritual crisis leading them to ruin, a
leading pastor told Southern Baptists attending their convention's annual meeting
June 12 at the Louisiana Superdome in New Orleans.
"The spiritual vital signs in America, in our church and in the lives of many
Christians today demonstrate the urgent and the imperative need that we hear a
message from God today," Ronnie Floyd, pastor of First Baptist Church, Springdale,
Ark., and chairman of the SBC Executive Committee, said in the annual convention
sermon.
Social disintegration in America and the dearth of baptisms in many Southern
Baptist churches clearly indicate a spiritual crisis only a touch from God can
resolve, Floyd said.
The rising rates of teen-age pregnancy, violence, pornography, abortion,
homosexuality and adultery attest to the "pitiful spiritual condition" of the
United States, Floyd said. Yet Southern Baptists should be more alarmed that only
3.5 percent of their 40,000-plus churches baptize 26 people or more in one year.
--more--
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Many Southern Baptist churches are majoring on minor issues ~~ such as whether
or not to clap and sing choruses in worship ~- and neglecting major issues -- like
bringing others to Christ, repentance, revival, reconciliation and making
disciples, Floyd said.
"My friend, the churches of this denomination need a mighty, God-sent, Holy
Ghost revival," Floyd declared, as applause and a chorus of "Amens" rose from the
assembled messengers.
Even the convention itself, despite 17 years of conservative redirection,
needs a spiritual awakening, Floyd said. The SBC's "revival to the W'ord of God"
has been followed by an "organizational reformation," but the convention now needs
"a fresh touch from God" that will result in repentance and reconciliation and
send Southern Baptists out into a world in need of Christ, he said.
"W'hat do we have if we believe in inerrancy of Scripture and have little
commitment to evangelism?" Floyd asked. "I'll tell you today what we really have.
W'e may have people who wear the label of inerrancy on their shirt pocket, rather
than the label of moderate, but we will simply be a denomination of old wineskins
that are brittle and inflexible and lifeless.
"An authentic belief in the inerrancy of Scripture will result in the
evangelism of the lost and a love for the brethren," Floyd said. "A person who has
not demonstrated the priority of evangelism and world evangelization in their
church has absolutely no business determining the future direction of the Southern
Baptist Convention."
Turning to the Old Testament book of the prophet Joel, Floyd told the assembly
only heartfelt repentance offers any hope of people experiencing a profound moving
of God's spirit. Spiritual leaders must model brokenness and humility in their own
lives and must call God's people to repentance for their spiritual condition, he
said.
Like the great prayer revival that swept the United States in 1858 and brought
more than 1 million people to Christ, Southern Baptists must devote themselves to
prayer and fasting if another spiritual awakening is to come to America, Floyd
said.
He challenged Southern Baptists to make four commitments:
1) Use Sunday morning, Oct. 27, for a call to a day of prayer and fasting.
2) Hold a "solemn assembly" on that Sunday evening to call people to
repentance for their sin.
3) Observe Wednesday, Oct. 30, as a day of humiliation, prayer and fasting for
personal, church and national revival.
4) Use both morning and evening services on Sunday, Nov. 3, to focus on the
subject of revival.
"God is on the brink of ushering in a mighty spiritual awakening across this
land," Floyd said. "The urgency for spiritual awakening in this midnight crisis
calls us to spiritual repentance and calls us to act together now.
"God wants to bring a mighty revival to our churches and our nation before he
comes again," Floyd said. "If you choose not to obey the challenges that God has
issued to you today, you may one day walk away in grief ... knowing that God
wanted you to do something great but you were too late to the challenge.
"Then on your way to stand before God one day for your spiritual life, for
your church, for your nation and for this world, it will all of a sudden dawn upon
you
and on your way to the judgment seat
the fear of God will come upon
you and you will whisper the words, 'W'hat is the king going to say?'"
-~30--

10 churches destroyed
in Indonesia; none Baptist

Baptist Press

By Marty Croll

6/13/96

SURABAYA, Indonesia (BP)--Ten church buildings in the city of Surabaya were
destroyed and at least one pastor left permanently lame by a mob of Muslims who
attacked during Sunday morning services June 9.
--more--
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None of the churches destroyed was Baptist. Still, Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board missionary Charles Cole issued a call for prayer June 12, for
Christians and government leaders to act in wisdom.
Police arrested some in the mob of about 1,000 and found a list with about 50
churches they had targeted in Surabaya. It was unclear whether any is related to
Southern Baptist work, Cole said.
At one church, people in the mob rushed the sanctuary, dragged the pastor off
the platform and then flooded outside where they began burning motorcycles and
other vehicles.
Most churches were stoned and violently dismantled. Clay tile roofs typical of
the area are easily shattered by rocks and stones, Cole said.
Indonesia media, controlled by the government, did not mention the violence.
American Embassy officials said that publicity could spur incidents in other
areas, said Cole, administrator for the organization of missionaries in Indonesia.
Three Foreign Mission Board missionary families are assigned to Surabaya. They
are Brian and Rose Credille of Bolivar, Mo., and Princeton, W.Va., respectively;
Roger and Rebecca Robertson of Carroll Co., W.Va., and Birmingham, Ala.; and Rick
and Beth Wolfe of Fort Payne, Ala., and Rogers, Ark.
Cole, of Gardena, Calif., and his wife, Barbara, of Ardmore, Okla., worked 25
years in Surabaya. They trained many of the pastors who now lead about 30 growing
Baptist congregations in the city of 3 million. They moved to the capital city,
Jakarta, just as the Credilles arrived about a year ago. The Wolfes are completing
their first term, and the Robertsons just arrived last week.
Officials in the Christian division of Indonesia's Religion Department have
suggested churches not meet for a while unless they have police protection. But it
is unclear whether police protection has been offered at the local level.
--30--

HMB Urges Baptists
to 'Celebrate Jesus'

By Steve Achord & Cameron Crabtree

Baptist Press
6/13/96

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--Citing the end of the millennium as a strategic time in
history, Southern Baptist Home Mission Board President Larry Lewis asked Southern
Baptists to link arms with evangelical denominations and organizations across
America to share Christ with every person in the nation by the end of 2000.
Lewis, noting Southern Baptists have had as a Bold Mission Thrust goal to
share the gospel with everyone in America by 2000, called "Celebrate Jesus 2000" a
specific strategy that developed out of "shared vision" of many evangelical
organizations in America.
"No matter how great our intentions, we could not do this job alone," Lewis
said. "This will require a great effort, not only of Southern Baptists, but all
Great Commission Christians who have this on their heart. We want to take the
rhetoric of Bold Mission thrust and make it a reality."
The national effort consists of four primary elements:
·- Prayer. "If we are to be effective in reaching America for Christ we must
bathe this nation in prayer," Lewis said. "Prayer must be paramount."
Lewis said he could envision prayer marches in every city, prayer partners in
every church, prayer chains and prayer for everyone in a city's telephone
directory.
-- Personal witnessing. "Every effort will be made to share the gospel with
every person at every door," Lewis said. "Hopefully, no one will be missed in the
effort."
Witnessing efforts include sharing door-to-door, distributing gospel tracts
and Jesus videos, as well as contacting people by mail and telephone.
Proclamation. Simultaneous revivals, area crusades and major revival
efforts are planned for spring 1999, to be followed by a "great central crusade"
in fall 1999 for broadcast everywhere in America.
--more--
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Part of that effort is YouthLink 2000, a project to bring youth from across
the nation to seven stadiums on New Year's Eve 1999. "What a great way to usher in
the millennium," Lewis stated.
--Preservation. "We will congregationalize and disciple those won to Christ,"
Lewis said. "We expect literally hundreds of churches to be planted as part of
this effort and as fruit of this effort."
The HMB leader introduced representatives of several evangelical organizations
participating in the strategy. They included Don Argue, president of the National
Association of Evangelicals; Paul Cedar, chairman of Mission America; John Corts,
president of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association; Steve Douglass, executive
vice president of Campus Crusade for Christ; Nilson Fanini, president of the
Baptist World Alliance; and G.B. "Bill" Hogue, vice president of the BWA. Lewis
also recognized Jim Henry, outgoing SBC president, and Tom Elliff, newly elected
SBC president for their involvement.
"God is marvelously and miraculously bringing Christians together as never
before in history," Lewis said. "The Horne Mission Board is giving leadership to
the most intensive evangelistic thrust in the history of the SBC and maybe in the
history of our nation."
Just before the HMB presentation, several of the evangelical leaders spoke to
reporters.
"It's the Lord that has initiated this in the hearts of many of us in many
different ways," Cedar said. "This is a strategic initiative that is on the
cutting edge of sharing Christ."
Said Argue: "There is a fresh interest that is present for evangelism, renewal
and reaching America for Christ."
Carts stressed the importance of personal witnessing to achieve the project's
goal.
"We're in a day when evangelism does still work," he said. "The more we do
that, the more we're going to see the blessing of God."
During his official report to SBC messengers, Lewis said Southern Baptists
should thank God for gains in several missions and evangelism areas.
HMB reports show there were 393,811 baptisms in 1995, up 4 percent from the
previous year. "Let us thank God for these lives that have been changed and been
reached by the gospel," Lewis said.
Lewis also noted there were 1,458 new Southern Baptist churches started last
year -- including 144 existing churches which affiliated with the convention.
In other statistics, records show 40,120 constituted churches and 5,716
church-type missions put the total number of Southern Baptist congregations at
45,836; there were 4,857 missionaries appointed by the HMB, close to the goal of
5,000 appointed home missionaries by 2000; there were 2,248 Mission Service Corps
volunteers participating last year in home missions ministries; and a total of
79,162 Southern Baptist volunteers participated in short-term mission projects.
--30-Pro-gambling tide
is turning: Land

By Daniel Guido

Baptist Press
6/13/96

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--The recent bankruptcy of the world's largest casino under
construction in New Orleans shows "the tide is beginning to turn" away from casual
acceptance of gambling nationwide, Richard Land, president of the Southern Baptist
Christian Life Commission, said during the June 11-13 SBC annual meeting in New
Orleans.
Land said a resolution pledging Southern Baptist support for a national
commission to study the impact of gambling on society shows Southern Baptists are
ready to take a more active stance in stopping gambling's almost unchecked recent
growth.
--more--
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"It seems as though every 50 years or so gambling raises its ugly head and
people decide to allow it to flourish," Land said during a break in floor action
at the convention. "People forget why every state constitution outlawed gambling
until it is back in vogue, destroying lives."
Gambling is "a terrible scourge in our nation, which destroys lives, families
and finances. There is nothing positive about gambling. Every part of it is
negative and destructive," Land said.
Gambling is an addictive disease which often drives its victims into
depression and suicide, Land said. In its basic form as state lotteries, it is
"the most horrendous regressive form of taxation."
Studies show that more poor people living under the poverty level spend money
gambling than middle- to upper-middle class people who could better afford it,
Land said.
If the bill to create a national committee to study gambling is passed by
Congress, Southern Baptists will have to watch closely as the president makes his
appointments to such a committee, Land said.
"A good committee can really make some strides in determining the horrible
impact gambling has on people's lives. But if the president appoints a committee
comprised of members who profit from gambling in any way, we can expect only a
whitewash," he said.
The CLC will closely watch the formation of the committee to ensure those
whose livelihoods depend on gambling are not appointed, Land said.
--30-·

6 seminary presidents
report campus progressBy Joni Hannigan & Karen L. Willoughby

Baptist Press
6/13/96

NEW ORLEANS (BP)·-"This is one of the first years that we have come back
all of the seminaries ·· to our historical roots," a former seminary trustee told
Southern Baptist Convention messengers to their sustained applause Wednesday
morning, June 12, during the three-day annual meeting at the Louisiana Superdome
in New Orleans.
After a report by Southern Baptist Theological Seminary President R. Albert
Mohler Jr., Lindy Reed, a former Southern trustee and pastor of Birchwood Baptist
Church, Independence, Mo., thanked the six seminary presidents on behalf of the
messengers gathered in the morning session.
Mark Coppenger, newly elected president of Midwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Kansas City, Mo., reported the seminary is "just where we need to be
waiting on the Lord."
Coppenger predicted Midwestern students and faculty will "pray for the prairie
fire of awakening, stir up the nutrients, crack our shells and burn up the clutter
in our lives."
The success of the seminary does not depend on the number of students
enrolled, Coppenger said, but the seminary will grow if, and when, students are
called by God to study there.
Paige Patterson, president of Southeastern Baptist Theological, Wake Forest,
N.C., described the campus as a "white-hot atmosphere" with one-third of the
students involved in soul-winning and missions endeavors.
He reported a large increase in the expected enrollment for the fall and told
a messenger who asked about requirements for students to study languages, that all
master of divinity of students headed for the pastorate are required to take Greek
and Hebrew.
Mohler said Southern Seminary, based in Louisville, Ky., is "not an
evangelical seminary, we are the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. We live by
our name. We are proud of our name."
"There is no neutrality in theological education" Mohler said, "and every
seminary is either a blessing or a curse . . . . Thank you for standing in the gap."
--more--
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At Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif., classrooms
of students whose skin tones are like the colors of a children's song -- red and
yellow, black and white -- reflect the diversity seen "in the wonderful world
mission laboratory in which God has planted" the seminary, President William 0.
Crews said in his report.
The seminary's charge is to prepare "all our students to effectively meet the
challenge of the multiethnic, multicultural churches in the West and around the
world," Crews said.
"Several wonderful programs are already in place to provide students with
hands-on experience in evangelism, church planting and church growth in selected
mission fields around the world," Crews said. We are excited to be a part of a
leadership development process that gives this kind of practical ministry
experience to those who will be the future leaders of our churches."
Charles S. Kelley, who recently took the helm of New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary, addressed during his report the question, "What kind of
seminary is New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary going to be?"
"It is going to be the church place, on mission to equip leaders to fulfill
the Great Commission and the great commandments, using as a standard for ministry,
values that include doctrinal integrity and servant leadership," Kelley said.
Kenneth S. Hemphill, president at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Fort Worth, Texas, said the "spirit of revival" continues there.
He said student revival teams who traveled to states where Southern Baptist
work is fairly new led 131 persons to accept Christ as their Savior.
"We believe our convention and our nation is on the brink of revival and we
want our seminary and campus to be a part of that," Hemphill said.
--30-Bold Mission Thrust results
measured in church ministries

By Brian Smith

Baptist Press
6/13/96

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--The effect of Bold Mission Thrust is not measured in the
accomplishments of denominational agencies, but in the ministry of 45,000 churches
and missions across the country and in more than 130 countries across the world,
Ernest Mosley, executive vice president of the Southern Baptist Convention
Executive Committee told messengers to the annual SBC meeting June 11.
Mosley presented the Bold Mission Thrust report to SBC messengers convened in
the Louisiana Superdome in New Orleans. BMT was initiated in 1976 and has as its
goal that the SBC "set as its primary missions challenge that every person in the
world shall have the opportunity to hear the gospel of Christ" by the year 2000.
"In an era when barrels of ink have been used by naysayers and doomsayers to
forecast the decline and ultimate demise of this denomination, Southern Baptists
have continued to grow in the number of churches witnessing in the land," Mosley
said.
He also noted an increase in church membership, offering receipts, mission
contributions and involvement in volunteer ministry and evangelism projects. In
addition, the number of home and foreign missionaries has increased.
When Bold Mission Thrust was adopted in 1976, there were 2,700 missionaries
under appointment by the Foreign Mission Board, Mosley said.
"Today there are more than 4,200 and I believe there will be 5,000 under
appointment by the end of this century. There were 2,200 home missionaries under
appointment then -- compared with 4, 800 today, " he said.
Over the past 20 years, the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for foreign
missions has almost tripled, while the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for home
missions has nearly quadrupled, he said.
Despite these positive trends, two statistics are disturbing, Mosley noted:
--more--
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56 percent of new church memberships reported in the past five years are
from transfer of letter. "In the United States, Southern Baptist churches baptized
one person for each 40 church members -- an embarrassing ratio that is not
consistent with the Bold Mission Thrust idea."
-- Undesignated receipts to support world missions given through the
Cooperative Program have declined from 10.7 percent to 8.7 percent over the past
14 years. "With doors of the world that had been closed most of the 20th century
opening to a presentation of the gospel, Southern Baptist churches chose to spend
2 percent more of their discretionary income on themselves and their local
community and 2 percent less on reaching the rest of the world for Christ," Mosley
said.
Mosley commended Baptists' involvement in short-term and volunteer missions
projects, but declared that career missionaries are the key to volunteers'
effectiveness.
"Their long-term service enables short-term volunteers to work productively in
mission projects and to anticipate the results of their ministry will be conserved
and nurtured," he said.
"It is a great idea for church members to keep the Great Commission and 'all
the world' in mind when deciding how their tithes and offerings will be used,"
Mosley said.
The last four years of the 20th century will involve focused efforts to
achieve the BMT goals set in 1976, Mosley said.
"We will work together in sharing the gospel through a national project called
'Celebrate Jesus 2000' and an international project called 'The Last Frontier.'"
The effort will involve personal witnessing, public proclamation, prayerwalks
and other means, he said.
"We will assist national Baptist leaders in more than 130 countries of the
world in implementing their evangelism strategies," he said. "We will call out,
send out and support more and more missionaries to the unreached peoples of the
world. We ourselves will go to every nook and cranny of the world to work
alongside long-term missionaries and national church leaders in making Christ
known."
SBC messenger registration
dips to lowest total since '81

By Lonnie Wilkey

Baptist Press
6/13/96

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--The 13,706 messengers who had registered for the 1996
Southern Baptist Convention meeting represented the lowest total since 1981 when
13,529 messengers registered for the convention in Los Angeles.
SBC Registration Secretary Lee Porter of Lawrenceville, Ga., expressed
surprise at the low attendance. He had projected registration to be about 5 to 7.5
percent below the approximately 20,500 who attended the 1995 annual meeting in
Atlanta. Instead, attendance was about 30 percent below that total.
Noting that he has not had time to study the matter, he said, "I just do not
know. I do not have an explanation" as to the low messenger turnout.
The 1996 attendance marked only the fourth time since 1980 that fewer than
17,000 messengers have registered for an SBC annual meeting. The other conventions
were: 13,844 in St. Louis in 1980; 13,529, Los Angeles in 1981; and 13,740,
Pittsburgh, Pa., 1983.
The high-water mark for attendance was 1985 when 45,519 messengers met in
Dallas, followed a year later by 40,987 in Atlanta. On two other occasions between
1985 and 1990 registration exceeded 30,000 messengers-- 32,727 in San Antonio,
Texas, in 1988 and 38,493 in New Orleans in 1990.
The smallest crowd for an SBC annual meeting since 1960 was the 8,871
messengers who attended the 1973 session in Portland, Ore.
--more--
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The 1996 registration is similar to totals recorded between 1960-72 when the
average attendance during those years was 13,371. The low attendance during that
period was 9,396 in 1962 in San Francisco while the high mark was 16,678 in New
Orleans in 1969.
Following the low attendance at the Portland meeting in 1973, SBC attendance
climbed to 18,190 the following year in Dallas, followed by 16,421 in Miami Beach,
Fla., in 1975 and 18,637 in Norfolk, Va., in 1976. From 1974 through 1979, the
year the conservative resurgence is said to have begun, the average attendance was
18,025.
Before 1980, attendance exceeded 20,000 messengers only once -- 22,872
messengers in Atlanta in 1978. During the 1980s the average SBC attendance was
24,392. For 1990-95, the average attendance was 23,077.
The first time an SBC annual meeting attracted more than 10,000 messengers was
1952 when 10,960 attended the convention in Miami.
Since 1952 there have been only three conventions with attendance less than
10,000 -- 9,109 in Chicago in 1957; 9,396 in San Francisco in 1962; and 8,871 in
Portland, Ore., in 1973.
Georgia leads all states
in messenger registrants

By Karen L. Yilloughby

Baptist Press
6/13/96

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--More messengers from Georgia registered for the 1996
Southern Baptist Convention in New Orleans than any other state. But Mississippi
wasn't far behind.
As of 9 p.m. Wednesday, June 12, figures tabulated by SBC Registration
Secretary Lee Porter showed a total of 13,697 messengers had registered. The total
included 1,300 Georgians while 1,250 messengers came from Mississippi.
Other states with high attendance figures included Louisiana and North
Carolina, which each registered 1,200 messengers. Alabama was next with 1,050,
followed by Tennessee with 1,000.
On the low end, no messengers registered from Rhode Island, Delaware or
Vermont. New Hampshire had one messenger and two each registered from Maine and
North Dakota.
Among churches, nine from Mississippi sent their full contingent of 10
messengers. Louisiana had eight churches with 10 messengers.
--30--

WMU, FMB executives
sign volunteer agreement By Teresa Dickens & Orville Scott

Baptist Press
6/13/96

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--Chief executives of Southern Baptist Woman's Missionary
Union and Foreign Mission Board signed a letter of agreement June 12, making WMU a
"primary source of trained volunteers to be used in mission work worldwide."
WMU Executive Director Dellanna O'Brien and FMB President Jerry Rankin signed
the letter of agreement June 12 before a small crowd of WMU and FMB leaders
gathered in the FMB booth in the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting
exhibit area in the Louisiana Superdome in New Orleans.
The letter of agreement, similar to the agreement the FMB has with the
Brotherhood Commission, states the FMB's volunteers in missions department will
"make available to the volunteer connection office of Woman's Missionary Union
strategic volunteer requests identified by the area offices of the board.
"Through the WMU network of state, associational and local church leadership
and through WMU curriculum, products and programs," the document continues, "the
volunteer connection office will recruit individuals to fulfill the requests."
--more--
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Volunteer connection is WMU's newly created volunteer recruitment office
directed by Delane Tew, a former FMB missionary to Japan. The office will develop
a network of volunteers based on interest and desire and provide training for
these individuals before placing them in volunteer assignments. Along with the
FMB, volunteer connection also will work with the Home Mission Board to recruit
volunteers.
'WMU's development of volunteer connection is in response to the growing "trend
of personal involvement in the going and doing of missions," O'Brien said. This
volunteer service, she noted, "enlarges the involvement, both in giving and doing,
of these individuals in missions when they return home."
"This new relationship with the Foreign Mission Board," she said, "will
provide 'WMU many exciting opportunities as we continue to look for new ways of
involving our membership in missions."
Rankin said the new agreement with WMU is part of the board's ongoing effort
"to broaden its strategy for involving more volunteers" in overseas missions
experiences.
Noting WMU's "influential network," Rankin said the relationship with the
women's organization will "assist us in developing and sending trained volunteers"
to help fulfill Southern Baptists' efforts through the FMB to evangelize the
world.
--30--

BWA president cites need
for volunteers to Cuba

Baptist Press
By Orville Scott

6/13/96

NEW ORLEANS, June 12--The doors are open in Cuba, and volunteers are needed to
share the gospel there, Nilson Fanini told participants in the June 12 Baptist
World Alliance breakfast during the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist
Convention in New Orleans.
Fanini, president of the BWA and pastor of First Baptist Church of Niteroi in
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, said Cuba and other formerly closed nations have opened
their doors to Baptists who must respond quickly.
Fanini, known as "the Billy Graham" of Latin America, said Cuban Christians
lack funds to construct buildings, so they meet in homes. When membership reaches
50 to 100, they divide and start meeting in another home. Baptist membership there
doubles every two years, he said.
In Eastern Europe, Fanini reported that Croatia, which has been difficult to
reach because of the devastations of war, has granted religious freedom to
Baptists.
He said the Croatian government considers groups with less than 20,000 members
as cults. Baptists there number only 3,000, but after BWA leaders shared with the
Croatian president and other leaders, they agreed Baptists should be given
religious freedom.
Stressing the urgency of reaching the world for Christ in the next five years,
Fanini said countries all over the world are open to missions and evangelism.
''We must go to share the gospel within five years," he said.
BWA General Secretary Denton Lotz said BWA membership encompasses 187 Baptist
conventions worldwide with more than 40 million believers and a total family of
100 million people.
--30-SBC Executive Committee
re-elects officers

Baptist Press

6/13/96

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee members reelected the entity's three officers by acclamation during an organizational
meeting June 12.
--more--
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The re-elected officers are Ronnie Floyd, a Springdale, Ark., pastor,
chairman; James Merritt, a Snellville, Ga., pastor, vice chairman; and Rex Terry,
a Fort Smith, Ark., attorney, recording secretary.
Fourteen new members were welcomed to the Executive Committee, including SBC
President Tom Elliff of Del City, Okla., and new national Woman's Missionary Union
President Wanda Lee of Columbus, Ga.
An orientation for new members of the Executive Committee is set for Aug. 2122 in Nashville, Tenn. The next regular scheduled meeting for the committee is
Sept. 16-18.
--30-EDITORS' NOTE: The following headline and four paragraphs replace the headline and
first two graphs of the (BP) Crossover story, "Pre-SBC evangelism thrust yields
1,100 new Christians," dated 6/10/96.
Pre-SBC evangelism thrust
yields 2,476 new Christians

Baptist Press
6/13/96

NEW ORLEANS, June 12--The city known for jazz, cajun cooking and sensual
nightlife received an invitation to eternal life when Southern Baptists gathered
for their annual meeting. More than 2,400 people accepted the offer and one church
was started as a result.
During a pre-convention evangelism thrust known as Crossover New Orleans,
volunteers gave away food and New Testaments, conducted neighborhood surveys,
witnessed on the streets of the French Quarter and shared the gospel in four
prisons. In addition, volunteer teams witnessed in low-income housing communities
throughout the week.
The number of professions of faith is a record for convention-related
evangelistic activities, Keith Walker of the Home Mission Board evangelism staff
said. He attributed the numbers to a greater prayer effort underscoring the
witnessing this year.
Fred Dyess, director of missions for the Baptist Association of New Orleans,
said, "It was a blessing to see people witnessing all over the place. I know our
churches will follow up on people who made decisions and take what they learned
and do it again. We're trying to take the gospel to every household by the year
2000, and this was a good start."
--30--

